
 

Town of Cortland 

Board of Trustees Town Board Meeting 

Cortland Fire Department, 30 W North Ave.  Cortland, IL 60112 

January 08, 2024 at 7:00 PM 

AGENDA 

CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE / ROLL CALL 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

PUBLIC WISHING TO SPEAK 

NEW BUSINESS FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 

1. Consideration of an Ordinance Granting a Zoning Map Amendment for Property 
Located at 45 W. Chestnut Ave, Cortland Illinois.  (This ordinance, if passed, would 
grant an amendment to the zoning map from applicant Brian Blazyk from R-1 Single 
Family Residence with Special Use to C-1 Limited Retail Business for Parcel 09-29-
130-008 at 45 W Chestnut Ave.) 

2. Consideration of a motion to approve a quote from SciCorp Biologic for the purchase 
of Biological SR2 Treatment Additive Solution not to exceed $27,000.00 (for biological 
treatment to mitigate phosphorus at the Sewer Treatment Plant) 

3. Consideration of a motion to approve a Resolution Authorizing the Destruction of 
Audio Recording of Closed Session Minutes (This would approve the destruction of 
May 09, 2022, audio tape) 

  

PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT 

COMMENTS  

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 

MAYOR'S REPORT 

ADJOURNMENT 
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 TOWN OF CORTLAND 
 DEKALB COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 ORDINANCE NO. 2024-XX 
 

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A ZONING MAP AMENDMENT FOR PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT 45 W. CHESTNUT AVENUE, CORTLAND, ILLINOIS 

 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

ADOPTED BY THE 
MAYOR AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE TOWN OF CORTLAND 
 

This ___ day of January 2024 
 

Effective date: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Published in pamphlet form by authority of the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the Town of 
Cortland, DeKalb County, Illinois this ___ day of January 2024. 

_____________________________________________________________________________
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ORDINANCE NO. 2024-XX 

 
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A ZONING MAP AMENDMENT FOR PROPERTY 

LOCATED AT 45 W. CHESTNUT AVENUE, CORTLAND, ILLINOIS 
 

WHEREAS, a hearing before the Planning Commission was requested by Brian Blazyk, 
owner of 45 W. Chestnut Avenue located in the Town of Cortland, seeking to rezone the property to 
“C-1” Limited Retail Business; said property being legally described as follows:  
 
LOTS 9, 10, 11 AND 12 IN BLOCK 5 TOGETHER WITH THE SOUTH HALF OF THE 
VACATED ALLEY LYING NORTHERLY OF THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED PROPERTY, ALL IN 
THE ORIGINAL TOWN OF CORTLAND ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF 
RECORDED IN BOOK “A” OF PLATS, PAGE 6 ON JANUARY 22, 1855, IN DEKALB 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
 
PIN: 09-29-130-008 
 
 WHEREAS, the application of the Applicant for such zoning map amendment was made 
in accordance with the provisions of the Cortland Town Code; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the required published notice and proper notification by the 
Applicant of adjacent property owners, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on December 
7, 2023; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has recommended approval of the rezoning (zoning 
map amendment) for the parcel to “C-1” Limited Retail Business by a 4-2-0 vote; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Cortland Board of Trustees, after examining said application and 
recommendation, along with the Advisory Report in accordance with Section 9-9-2.  B of the Town 
Code, has determined that all requirements for the zoning map amendment have been met; and 
 

WHEREAS, the corporate authorities of the Town of Cortland are authorized by the Illinois 
Municipal Code, 65 ILCS 5/11-13-5, to vary the application of zoning regulations relating to the use, 
construction, or alteration of buildings or structures or use of land within the Town; and 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Corporate Authorities of the Town of 

Cortland, DeKalb County, Illinois as follows: 
 

SECTION 1: That the zoning map amendment is hereby approved, and the property 
described above shall henceforth be zoned C-1 Limited Retail Business and shall be so depicted on 
the Town’s official zoning map.  Further, that the Findings of Fact and Recommendation of the 
Cortland Planning Commission dated December 19, 2023, is attached hereto, and incorporated 
herein as Exhibit “A.” 
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SECTION 2: That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage 
and approval as provided by law. 

 
 

 PASSED BY THIS BOARD OF TRUSTEES of the Town of Cortland, Illinois, at a regular 
meeting thereof held on the _____ day of January 2024 and approved by me as Mayor on the same 
day. 
 
AYE:  
NAY:  
ABSENT:       
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Mark Pietrowski, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________  
Cheryl Aldis, Town Clerk 
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Findings of Fact 

a. Existing use(s) and zoning of the property in question.
The subject property is improved with a one-story frame structure and asphalt parking lot. The current
use of the structure is not confirmed. A Change of Use or Certificate of Occupancy has not been
requested by the owner since the transfer of the property from the Methodist Church to Transcend
Properties.

The subject property is zoned R-1, Single Family Residence with Special Use Permit. 

b. Existing use(s) and zoning of other lots in the vicinity of the property in question.
Except for a vacant lot owned by the petitioner to the northwest of the subject property, all adjacent
land uses are single family residences located within an established neighborhood.

All adjacent properties including across road right of way are zoned R-1 Single Family Residence. 

c. Suitability of the property in question for uses already permitted under existing regulations.
Developing the property for residential use is appropriate as the Subject Property is in an established
neighborhood adjacent to roadways and has access to existing utilities.

d. Suitability of the property in question for the proposed use.
The applicant intends to use the existing structure for a commercial use. Developing the property for
commercial use is appropriate as the site has existing adjacent roadways and utilities.

e. The trend of development in the vicinity of the property in question, including changes (if any)
which may have occurred since the property was initially zoned or last rezoned.
The Subject Property has been zoned R-1 since town records were kept. There have been no recent
changes in zoning to the subject property. The use of the property has been for religious purposes since
the construction of the building. The trend of development would be a continuation of the current
zoning.

f. The effect the proposed amendment would have on implementation of this Municipality’s
Comprehensive Plan.
The proposed amendment would have an impact on the Town’s ability to implement the
Comprehensive Plan.

Exhibit "A"
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2022 Official Zoning Map 
Town Of Cortland, Illinois
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December 31, 2022, is available for public inspection at the Town Hall, 59 S. Somonauk 
Road, Cortland, Illinois, during business hours.  This is provided in accordance with the 
requirements of Chapter 65 ILCS 5/11-13-19 of the Illinois Complied Statutes.
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Findings of Fact Standards 
 
a. Existing use(s) and zoning of the property in question. 
 
b. Existing use(s) and zoning of other lots in the vicinity of the property in question. 
 
c. Suitability of the property in question for uses already permitted under existing regulations. 
 
d. Suitability of the property in question for the proposed use. 
 
e. The trend of development in the vicinity of the property in question, including changes (if any) 
which may have occurred since the property was initially zoned or last rezoned. 
 
f. The effect the proposed amendment would have on implementation of this Municipality’s 
Comprehensive Plan. 
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Town of Cortland 
Agenda Request 

 

(SUBMIT FORM TO THE TOWN CLERK NO LATER THAN ONE WEEK BEFORE THE SCHEDULED MEETING) 
 
 

ALL REQUESTS ARE SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR 
 

 

Prepared by: Joel Summerhill Approved by: Date 12-29-2023 

k:\town board\agendas\agendas 2024\1a. january 8, 2024\06. agenda request purchase scicorp biologic.doc 

 RESOLUTION  ORDINANCE  INFORMATION  OTHER 
  

 
DATE PREPARED:  12-29-2023 FOR MEETING ON: 01-08-2024 
 
DESCRIPTION/TITLE:   
  
Initiate biological treatment to mitigate phosphorus in the effluent water at the STP.   
 
REQUIRED ACTION:    
 
Approve the quotation from SCICORP BIOLOGIC for the purchase of biological treatment additive. 
 
 
STAFF/COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Approve the quotation from SCICORP BIOLOGIC for $26,662.00 
 
 
STATEMENT OF CONCERN/SUMMARY:  
 
 
 
 

AGENDA PLACEMENT: 
 

 BOARD REVIEW OF PENDING BUSINESS  NEW BUSINESS  CONCERNS  STAFF REPORTS 

 COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE  PRESIDENT’S REPORT  CONSENT AGENDA  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 PUBLIC HEARING 
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RESOLUTION  2024-XX 

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DESTRUCTION OF  

AUDIO RECORDING OF CLOSED SESSION MINUTES 
 

 WHEREAS, the Open Meetings Act requires governmental bodies to audio or video 

record their closed meetings; and 

 WHEREAS, this governmental body has complied with that requirement; and 

 WHEREAS, the Open Meetings Act permits governmental bodies to destroy the 

verbatim record of closed meetings without notification to or the approval of a Records 

Commission or the State Archivist not less than eighteen (18) months after the completion of the 

meeting recorded, but only after: 

1. It approves the destruction of a particular recording; and 

2. Approves the written minutes of the closed meeting; and 

 

 WHEREAS, for the verbatim record by tape of the meetings set forth in paragraph 1 of 

this Resolution, at least eighteen (18) months have passed since the completion of those 

meetings, and this governmental body has approved written minutes for each of the meetings or 

portions of meetings set forth in paragraph 1; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this governmental body may order the destruction of the verbatim record 

even if it continues to withhold the approved written minutes of the closed session until some 

later period of time. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and the Board of Trustees of 

the Town of Cortland, DeKalb County, Illinois, as follows: 

 1.     Based upon the statements made within the preamble to this resolution, the Board of 

Trustees of the Town of Cortland hereby orders the destruction of the verbatim record being an 

audio tape of the following executive session meetings as listed in Exhibit A. 

 2.     This Resolution shall be in full force and effective immediately upon its passage. 
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PASSED by the Board of Trustees of the Town of Cortland, DeKalb County, Illinois, at its 

regular Board meeting held on January 08, 2024. 

Ayes: 

Nays: 

Absent: 

 

 APPROVED by the Mayor on the 08th day of January 2024. 

 

(SEAL) 

 

       ____________________________________ 
       Mark Pietrowski, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________ 
Cheryl Aldis, Town Clerk 
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EXHIBIT A  

 

Town of Cortland Board of Trustees Meeting Dates, Closed Session Tapes: 
 
May 09, 2022 
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