
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday, March 07, 2023 
Regular Meeting - 6:00 PM 

City Hall – City Council Chambers 
425 Webster Street, Colusa, CA  95932 

AGENDA 

Two ways to view the meeting: In Person or on Zoom 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88039280059 

Zoom: - Passcode: 007745 
Or by phone: (669) 444-9171, - Webinar ID: 880 3928 0059 

Mayor – Greg Ponciano  
Mayor Pro Tem – Julie Garofalo 
Council Member – Denise Conrado 
Council Member – Ryan Codorniz 
Council Member – Daniel Vaca 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL 

PUBLIC COMMENTS (The public may comment on items scheduled to be heard during the Closed Session 

Meeting) 

CLOSED SESSION MEETING – 5:00 PM 

- CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATIONS(§ 
54956.8) – Property (Pirelli Building, 1480 Will S. Green Avenue, Colusa, CA 95932, Agency 
negotiator: Jesse Cain, City Manager, and Ryan Jones, City Attorney parties: City 
of Colusa: Under negotiation: price and terms of payment 

- CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNCIL - EXISTING LITIGATION (Section 
54956.9)  County of Colusa v. City of Colusa, et al - Case No 34-2022-80003851 – Superior 
Court of California, County of Sacramento 

- CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS (Section 54957.6) Agency designated 
representatives:  City Manager Jesse Cain and Ryan Jones, City Attorney.  Memorandum of 
Understandings (MOU’s) for:  

     Professional Firefighters Association 

     Peace Officers Association 

     Department Heads 

     Middle Manageme 

     Miscellaneous Unit 

REGULAR MEETING – 6:00 PM 
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REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION 

ROLL CALL 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

PUBLIC COMMENTS (The public to address any item of City business NOT appearing on this Agenda. 

Speakers must limit their comments to three (3) minutes each.  Please note that per Government Code Section 
54954.3(a), the City Council cannot take action or express a consensus of approval or disapproval on any public 
comments regarding matters which do not appear on the printed agenda) 

PRESENTATION 

Pavement Management Plan - City Engineer Dave Swartz 

CONSENT CALENDAR - All items listed on the Consent Calendar are considered by the Council to be routine 

in nature and will be enacted by one motion unless an audience member or Council member requests otherwise, 
in which case, the item will be removed for separate consideration. 

1. Approve  - February 7 Council Draft Minutes   

2. Receive and File - Police Department January report 

3. Receive and File - December and January Treasurer's Reports 

4. Approve -Application for Street Closure for the 2023 St. Patrick's Day event on March 17 

5. Approve -Application for Street Closure for the 2023 Quilt Car Show event, on  March 18 

COUNCIL MEMBER /CITY MANAGER REPORTS AND STAFF COMMENTS 

COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

6. Contract Award to Aqua Sierra Controls City Wells Upgrade Project  

Recommendation: Council adopt Resolution 23-___ to award the project to Aqua Sierra 
Controls in an amount of $352,109.00 and authorize the City Manager to execute a contract.  

7. Consideration of adopting a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Colusa regarding a 
residential water shut-off policy consistent with SB 998. 

Recommendation: Council to adopt Resolution 23-___ adopting a policy on residential 
water shut-off for nonpayment 

8. Consideration of amendments to change the funding source to Drinking Water State 
Revolving fund (DWSRF), per the State. 

Recommendation:  Council to adopt the Resolution authorizing the City Manager to sign 
financing agreement, amendments, and certifications for funding under the drinking water 
state revolving fund (DWSRF); authorizing Cithe ty Manager to approve claims for 
reimbursement, authorizing the City Manager to execute budget and expenditure summary: 
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authorizing City Manager to sign the final release form and City Manager to sign the 
certification of project completion and pledging and dedicating net water revenues from to 
payment of DWSRF financing. 

Recommendation: Council to adopt the Resolution to authorize a representative for 
drinking water state revolving fund for the City of Colusa Water Consolidation-Walnut 
Ranch Community Facilities District Water Infrastructure Construction Project. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

9. ARPA - Staff to listen to Council and take direction  

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

  

 
  SHELLY KITTLE, CITY CLERK 

   
Notice of Meetings and Agendas 

The Regular Colusa City Council meetings are held the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 6:00 pm in the 
Colusa City Council Chambers located at 425 Webster Street, Colusa California unless otherwise noted above.  
Copies of open session agenda packets, which are distributed to the City Council, are on file at the front desk of 
the City at 425 Webster Street, Colusa, California, and are available for public inspection beginning 72 hours in 
advance, during normal business hours (7:00 am – 5:00 pm., Monday through Thursday except for City holidays).  
Additionally, if any reports or documents, which are public records, are distributed to the City Council less than 72 
hours before the meeting, those reports and documents will also be available for public inspection at the front desk 
of the City and on the day of the meeting in the Council Chambers. 

Americans with Disabilities Act 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons requiring accommodations for a disability at a public 
meeting should notify the City Clerk at least 48 hours prior to the meeting at (530) 458-4740 in order to allow the 
City sufficient time to make reasonable arrangements to accommodate participation in this meeting. 

 

“This institution is an equal opportunity employer and provider” 
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CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday, February 07, 2023 
Regular Meeting - 6:00 PM 

City Hall – City Council Chambers 
425 Webster Street, Colusa, CA  95932 

MINUTES 

CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Ponciano called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm 

ROLL CALL - Mayor Ponciano, Council Members Garofalo, Conrado, and Codorniz – present.   
Council Member Vaca – absent/excused. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS – None. 

CLOSED SESSION MEETING – 5:30 PM 

1. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION - Initiation of 
litigation pursuant to Government Code § 54956.9(d)(4): (1 case) 

REGULAR MEETING – 6:00 PM 

REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION – Mayor Ponciano stated there was no reportable action.  
Council Member Vaca arrived during Closed Session. 

ROLL CALL – All Council Members were present. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA – There was council consensus of the agenda approval. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS Janice Bell expressed concerns about the homeless residing under the 
bridge.  

CONSENT CALENDAR - All items listed on the Consent Calendar are considered by the Council to be routine 

in nature and will be enacted by one motion unless an audience member or Council member requests otherwise, 
in which case, the item will be removed for separate consideration. 

2. Approve - January 17 Council Draft Minutes 

3. Receive and File - November Treasurer's Report 

4. Adopt - Resolution authorizing the Master Services Agreement between Hinderliter de 
Llamas and Associate and the City of Colusa. 

 ACTION:  Motion by Council Member Conrado seconded by Council Member Vaca to 
approve the Consent Calendar.  Motion passed unanimously. 

COUNCIL /CITY MANAGER /STAFF REPORTS AND COMMENTS 

Council Members provided updates on meetings/events they attended.   
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City Manager Cain provided an update on the Splash Pad construction and a Request for 
Proposal (RFP) for State Park improvements. 

City Attorney Jones updated Council about campaign contributions.   

Grant Writer Vanetta discussed available grant funding for local small businesses.  The City 
was awarded $200,000 to develop a city-wide safety plan, cannabis money match will be used.   

Finance Director Aziz-Khan provided updates in the Finance Department. 

Police Chief Fitch provided updates in his department.   

Fire Chief Conley provided updates in his department 

City Engineer Swartz discussed the Colusa Industrial Park parcel map and meetings he 
attended. 

City Planner Fontes introduced himself and provided an update in the Planning Department. 

City Treasurer Kelley – nothing to report. 

City Clerk Kittle stated applications were available for the (new) Citizens Oversight Committee.  
Council would make appointments at the February 21 council meeting.   

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

5. Public Hearing and adoption of the addendum to the City of Colusa Wastewater Upgrade / 
Water Recycled Project CEQA Initial Study Mitigated Negative Declaration. 

DISCUSSION:  City Manager Cain reported details of the project.  There were no written 
public comments.  He answered council questions. 

PUBLIC HEARING opened and closed at 6:25 pm with no comments.   

 ACTION:  Motion by Council Member Codorniz seconded by Council Member Garofalo to 
adopt Resolution 23-03 adopting the addendum to the Colusa Wastewater Upgrade / 
Water Recycle Project CEQA Initial Study Mitigated Negative Declaration.  Motion passed 
5-0 by the following roll-call vote:  

 AYES:  Codorniz, Conrado, Vaca, Garofalo and Mayor Ponciano. 

 NOES:  None. 

6. Public Hearing on the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity, or 
RAISE Discretionary Grant program 

DISCUSSION:  Grant Writer Vanetta provided details regarding road improvements around 
the three schools (sewer, sidewalks and roads).  Vanetta encouraged everyone to attend 
the upcoming public meeting on February 9 at 5:30 pm.  The application would be around 
twenty million. 

PUBLIC HEARING opened at 6:30 pm with the following comments: 
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John Stuck commented on drainage issues.   

Ed Duncan inquired about ADA compliance.   

PUBLIC HEARING closed at 6:40 pm. 

 ACTION: Motion by Mayor Ponciano, seconded by Council Member Conrado to approve 
grant application as presented with a two million cash match, to be determined.  Motion 
passed 5-0 by the following roll-call vote:  

 AYES:  Codorniz, Conrado, Vaca, Garofalo and Ponciano. 

 NOES:  None. 

7. Public Hearing Discussion of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) – Coronavirus 
Response Round 1 (CV1). 

DISCUSSION:  Grant Writer Vanetta reported on the close-out request and requirements.  
The items are available to businesses to use for their outdoor activities and/or city events.  
Vanetta confirmed the city was reimbursed. 

PUBLIC HEARING opened at 6:44 pm:   

Joe Taucher inquired about the $12,000 general administration expenditures.   

Susan Meeker with Founders Day thanked the city for the use of the items and looked 
forward to using items again.      
 

     ACTION:  Motion by Council Member Garofalo, seconded by Council Member Codorniz to     
     approve close-out procedures for the CDBG-CV1 Grant in the amount of $71,894.  Motion 

passed 5-0 by the following roll-call vote:  
 
 AYES:  Codorniz, Conrado, Vaca, Garofalo and Ponciano. 
 
 NOES:  None. 

CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARINGS  

8. Continued Public Hearing on the Conditional Use Permit/General Development Plan (GPD) 
Consistency Review located at the northeast corner of D Street and East Clay Street 

DISCUSSION:  Mayor Ponciano stated both Public Hearing Items 8 and 9 were still open to 
the public.  The applicant requested to continue the Public Hearing off-calendar due to 
revisions and provisions on the documents.    

City Attorney Jones recommended removing items off the calendar indefinitely until 
documents were completely ready for Council.  Jones explained the posting requirements.    

PUBLIC HEARING:  Nancy Garr read the letter she sent to Council.   

JP Cativiela commented on the recommended action of the two items.   
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Ben King commented on the Development Agreement, land infringements, drainage, 
seepage, the pumping plant, and future city protection.  Mayor Ponciano asked Mr. King to 
provide staff his written comments he provided council earlier. 

Janice Bell expressed concern on the “transfer” clause in the Development Agreement.   

Craig Hill commented about land use rights.   

Cheryl Goodman commented on the vote from the Planning Commissioners.      

Planning Commissioner Duncan commented about undue influence and why he voted for 
the DA.   

Ben King recommended, for transparency purposes, that the principal attend the meetings.   

Council Members expressed their concerns with the Development Agreement. 
 

 ACTION:  Motion by Mayor Ponciano, seconded by Council Member Codorniz to continue 
the Public Hearing off the calendar and to re-notice for a later date. Motion passed 5-0 by 
the following roll-call vote:  

 
 AYES:  Codorniz, Conrado, Vaca, Garofalo and Ponciano. 
 
 NOES:  None. 

9. Continued Public Hearing on the Ordinance approving a Development Agreement by and 
between the City of Colusa and Colusa Riverbend Estates L.P. and Pomona Rio Property, 
LLC a California Limited Liability Company, relative to the Development of a Cannabis 
Manufacturing Facility. 

Recommendation:  Council to take public comments and;  

Council to introduce, read by title only, and waive the full first reading of an Ordinance of 
the City Council of the City of Colusa approving a Development Agreement by and between 
the City of Colusa and Colusa Riverbend Estates L.P. and POMONA RIO PROPERTY, 
LLC a California limited liability company Relative to the Development of a Cannabis 
Manufacturing Facility. 

 
 ACTION:  After public comments were made, motion by Mayor Ponciano, seconded by 

Council Member Codorniz to continue the Public Hearing off the calendar and re-notice for 
a later date.  Motion passed 5-0 by the following roll-call vote:  

 
 AYES:  Codorniz, Conrado, Vaca, Garofalo and Ponciano. 
 
 NOES:  None. 

COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

10. Consideration of a Resolution granting the issuance of a Public Facilities Permit to the 
applicants of “The Salty Pig” a.k.a. Brent Nobles and Thomas Cowsert - in the C-G zoning 
district of a remodel and repurposing of an existing building located at 115 5th Street which 
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proposes to change the building use from Auto Parts to a Butchery, Deli/Market, and 
Eventually addition of a kitchen and bar. 

DISCUSSION:  City Manager Cain reported City Engineer Swartz worked on this item.  A 
correction would be made to the Resolution, from public facilities to public necessities.  Per 
the Ordinance, City Council must provide approval for the issuance of a public necessities 
permit.  City Engineer spoke about this project and the various stages.   

Council Member Garofalo noted possible corrections on the application.  City Manager 
confirmed Council was not approving the application, just the the public necessities permit.   

 ACTION:  With no public comments, motion by Council Member Conrado seconded by 
Mayor Ponciano to adopt Resolution 23-04 (with an amendment)   A Resolution of the City 
of Colusa City Council approving the issuance of a public necessities permit through the 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control for Thomas Cowsert and Brent Nobles for use of 
the business called “The Salty Pig”.  Motion passed 5-0 by the following roll-call vote:  

 AYES:  Codorniz, Conrado, Vaca, Garofalo and Ponciano. 

 NOES:  None. 

11. Levitt AMP Colusa Music Series – Award and Commitment 

DISCUSSION:  Grant Writer Vanetta provided a report on the grant update.  She requested  
city match of $15,000 ($7,500 from the Parks and Recreation Department and $7,500 from 
Economic Development).  This request would be made annually for the next three years.  
There would be music every week rather than every other week.  City Manager Cain 
discussed future upgrades to the stage, sound and lighting.   This “Levitt AMP Music 
Series” would replace “Concerts in the Park. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Nancy Garr asked about park maintenance.   

John Stuck said how much enjoyed the music in the park.       

JP Cativiela asked about having music on the weekends. 

 ACTION:  Motion by Council Member Vaca seconded by Council Member Garofalo to 
approve the City of Colusa to become a presenting sponsor, as supported by Council 
Resolution 22-34 in the amount of $15,000. Motion passed 5-0 by the following roll-call 
vote:  

 AYES:  Codorniz, Conrado, Vaca, Garofalo and Ponciano. 

 NOES:  None. 

12. Contract modification for Police Dispatch services with the County of Colusa. 

DISCUSSION:  Police Chief Fitch explained the fee increase and the value to the city. Fitch 
explained previous dispatch fees were reduced because the city reduced the impact fees 
for the county.  The increase this year was $64,000.   
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PUBLIC COMMENTS:  City Treasurer Kelley said she appreciated this item was brought to 
council. 

 ACTION:  Motion by Mayor Ponciano, seconded by Council Member Vaca to approve 
contract modification for Police Dispatch services with County of Colusa for Calendar Years 
2023, 2024, 2025, and 2026. Motion passed 5-0 by the following roll-call vote:  

 AYES:  Codorniz, Conrado, Vaca, Garofalo and Ponciano. 

 NOES:  None. 

13. Contract modification for Animal Control services with the County of Colusa. 

DISCUSSION:  City Manager Cain stated this was their annual increase.   

 ACTION:  With no public comments, Motion by Council Member Codorniz, seconded by 
Council Member Conrado to approve contract modification for Animal Control services with 
County of Colusa for Calendar Years 2023, 2024, 2025, and 2026. Motion passed 5-0 by 
the following roll-call vote:  

 AYES:  Codorniz, Conrado, Vaca, Garofalo and Ponciano. 

 NOES:  None. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

14. Police Trainee position 

 Chief Fitch explained the possibility of reinstituting the cadet position.  The salary with the 
academy would be about $25,000.  There was consensus to bring back at mid-year.   

15. Discussion on Councilmembers' goals and priorities 

 Mayor Ponciano requested this item be on the agenda and asked each council member for 
their goals and priorities.  He stated there would be future discussions at council meetings 
to review and prioritize the lists.   

 Council Member Conrado:  Community Center, repair/replace roads, ADA compliant 
sidewalks, continue senior swim, more services and activities for seniors, continue/expand 
family-oriented events, dog park, purchase theater, improve the stage of Veterans Park, 
improve quality of water, limit cannabis businesses, mushroom plant smell, recruit more 
boutique downtown businesses to be more like Winters and add crosswalks to Bridge 
Street and Market Street.  

 Council Member Codorniz:  street improvements, department necessities, more parks and 
recreation ideas for seniors, list of the grants on the website and where the city is at, the 
bike master plan brought before council and completion/ purchase of the Pirelli building. 

 Council Member Vaca:  continued effort to build community focus on infrastructure both 
short and long-term, strategic spending with Measure B and ARPA funds.   
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 Council Member Garofalo:  increase water quality, a grant dashboard on the website and fill 
holes where trees were removed.     

 Mayor Ponciano:  improved infrastructure, joint Planning Commission Meeting with Council, 
city-wide staffing level evaluation, ARPA funds, Discussion for city-wide cannabis tax, a 
complete asset list, and “no parking” spaces painted in red.     

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

Update on Wescott Road improvement and Walnut Ranch  

Discussion on Field of Dreams 

Update on Pirelli Building 

Update on the Wells/Funding 

ADJOURNED 7:55 pm 

 
       __________________________________  
       GREG PONCIANO, MAYOR 
 
 
_________________________  
Shelly Kittle, City Clerk 
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Colusa Police Department 
Monthly Report for January 2023 

  

 Monthly Activities           

• City Council Meetings 
• Colusa County Task Force Meeting 
• Colusa County Police Chiefs & Sheriff Meeting  
• Colusa County Truancy Sub-Committee Meeting 
• Meeting with Greenceuticals management regarding odor mitigation 
• Conducted tour of the Colusa Police Department for Colusa Support Services participants 

 
 

Monthly Statistics           

 

• There were 283 calls for service for patrol officers with 16 agency assists.  The call volume was 
somewhat decreased from the month of December which was 320.  Overall, there was a 22% 
decrease in calls for service in 2022 as compared to 2021.  The 2022 year closed out with a total 
of 3,943 calls for service whereas 2021 concluded with 5,000.  Initially, 2022 was anticipated to 
have a higher call volume however the decrease certainly helped with low staffing levels.   

• During January 2023, there were 13 in-custody arrests.  There were 5 citations issued in lieu of 
subjects being booked in jail.  There were NO domestic violence related arrests made in 
January.  There was 1 DUI related arrest made.  There were 40 reports initiated with 37 being 
investigations.  
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• During the month of January, officers initiated 135 traffic enforcement stops.  There were 55 
citations issued.  Several of the citations issued were for cell phone use while driving and speed 
violations. There were no reportable traffic collisions. 

• The Police Services Manager handled 71 calls for service during the month of January.  These 
calls for service don’t include telephone calls handled by the Police Services Manager.  
Additionally, she continues to handle a significant number of CCW applications. DOJ clearances 
for CCW applicants continues to experience some delays.  Note: The Police Services Technician’s 
calls for service are separate from patrol officers’ calls for service. 

Items of Interest            

• The month of January saw some pleasant changes to the department.  Officer Miguel Rios 

completed his Field Training Program and is now a solo patrol officer.  CPD also welcomed 

Officer Steve Xiong.  Officer Xiong will begin Phase 1 of his Field Training Program with Sgt. 

Jackson.  He comes to the department with prior law enforcement experience. 

• Unfortunately, the City of Colusa had its first shooting of the year on the 28th.  The incident took 

place in the alley north of Carson Street, just west of Bridge Street.  Despite several shots being 

fired, thankfully no one was injured.  A suspect was immediately taken into custody without 

further incident.  The investigation is on-going.  Law enforcement officers from Colusa County 

Sheriff’s Office, Williams PD, and CHP responded to the incident and assisted with taking the 

suspect into custody.   

• Beginning this month, Colusa PD has begun transitioning to becoming paperless.  Not only will 

this be a cost savings with reducing the amount of paper and ink being used, but will also save 

space with storage of paper records which we are required to be retained for various periods of 

time.  Instead, documents will be scanned and stored in the records system. 

• ‘School patrol’ during the morning drop off and afternoon pick-up continues to see some 

challenges.  A reminder to parents of Burchfield students who utilize the main parking lot 

located on Fremont Street, left turns are not permitted on to Fremont Street from the parking 

lot.  This is one of the primary causes of congestion on Fremont Street.  To those clever parents 

who make a right turn into the same parking lot from westbound Fremont Street, other 

motorists appreciate you for assisting in the flow of traffic.  The same can be said for those 

utilizing the parking lot at Egling School.  Those making left turns into both parking lots, while 

this turning movement is permitted, it does contribute to the back up of traffic on both 

Fremont Street and Webster Street.  Vehicles are not permitted to drop off/pick up students 

while stopped in a public roadway.  It is unsafe and illegal (22500(g) VC).  This is an issue at all 

school campuses.  It’s important to have ample time to drop off children.  With the winter 

weather upon us, the weather will present additional challenges to safely dropping off 

students.  Please use caution while the weather is foggy and/or raining. 

• **A very special thank you to Egling School’s parent volunteer Crossing Guard, Mel Pina.  Mel 

continues to jump into action and help with children crossing at the busy intersection of Webster 

Street and 8th Street.  Not only does she help students cross the road safely but also starts their 
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morning off right with a friendly ‘hello’.  Her time and efforts are greatly appreciated!!  The 

results of her efforts are definitely noticeable.** 

• The Colusa Police Department and Colusa County District Attorney’s Office continue to 

investigate the murder of Giovanny Alcaraz.  Alcaraz was murdered on 3/26/2020 on Wescott 

Road in front of the Colusa Garden Apartments.  The shooting that ultimately claimed the life of 

Alcaraz occurred in the late afternoon, in broad daylight.  The United States Marshal Service is 

attempting to locate the suspect, Christian Suarez.  Suarez is 5-09 in height, 120 pounds, with 

black hair and brown eyes.  He is from the Arbuckle area.  An arrest warrant has been issued for 

Suarez who is pictured below.   
 

The integrity of Alcaraz’s murder investigation is paramount.  It is for this reason that specific 

details surrounding the events that led up to and the murder itself aren’t made public.  The 

Colusa Police Department will not engage nor comment on speculation put forth on social 

media.  If anyone has any information related to the location of Suarez and/or the murder of 

Giovanny Alcaraz, please contact the Colusa Police Department. 
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City of Colusa California 

STAFF REPORT 

 

DATE: 7 March 2023 

TO: Mayor Ponciano and Members of the City Council 

FROM: Joshua Fitch, Police Chief, via Jesse Cain, City Manager 

 

AGENDA ITEM: 

Street closure to facilitate St. Patrick’s Day event on 5th Street 

Recommendation:  

Authorize street closure in relation to the 2023 St. Patrick’s Day event, sponsored by 
Jameson’s on 5th on Friday, March 17, 2023. 

 

BACKGROUND ANALYSIS: 

Jameson’s on 5th is sponsoring this St. Patrick’s Day event. The sponsor is requesting the 
closure of 5th Street from Market Street north to the alleyway (approximately ½ block) from 
3:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. This event will include an outside band with an estimated 100 
attendees. 

 

BUDGET IMPACT: 

None. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Staff is recommending that the Council authorize the street closure as outlined above.  

 

ATTACHMENT: 

 

Event application. 

Certificate of insurance.  
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City of Colusa California 

STAFF REPORT 

 

DATE: 7 March 2023 

TO: Mayor Ponciano and Members of the City Council 

FROM: Joshua Fitch, Police Chief, via Jesse Cain, City Manager 

 

AGENDA ITEM: 

Street closure to facilitate Quilt Car Show on Main Street and 8th Street. 

Recommendation:  

Authorize street closure in relation to the 2023 Quilt Car Show event, sponsored by Colusa 
City Fire Department on Saturday, March 18, 2023. 

 

BACKGROUND ANALYSIS: 

Colusa City Fire Department is sponsoring this Quilt Car Show Event. The sponsor is 
requesting the closure of 8thth Street from Market Street north to Main Street and the closure 
of Main Street between 7th Street and 8th Street from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. This event will 
have vendors and cars parked along the closure route for the duration of the event. 

 

BUDGET IMPACT: 

None. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Staff is recommending that the Council authorize the street closure as outlined above.  

 

ATTACHMENT: 

 

Event application. 
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City of Colusa California 

STAFF REPORT 

 

DATE: March 7, 2023 

TO: City of Colusa Mayor and Council Members 

FROM: David Swartz, City Engineer through Jesse Cain, City Manager 

 

AGENDA ITEM: Contract Award to Aqua Sierra Controls City Wells Upgrade Project  

 

Recommendation: Council adopt Resolution No.  _____ to award the project to Aqua Sierra 
Controls in an amount of $352,109.00 and authorize the City Manager to execute a contract.  

 

BACKGROUND ANALYSIS:  

 

The project involves the upgrades to 5 City Wells, one of which is the CIP Well No. 2 well site.  
Succinctly, the project seeks to upgrade each well site such that the well operations, and 
monitoring are modernized from 1980’s technology, to more current technology that is supported 
and operationally more efficient and cost effective for Utilities Department to maintain and 
operate.  Currently the system communicates via telephone lines, which have become an 
unreliable connection for communication.  Most of the parts associated with the Cities current 
operation are no longer manufactured, and companies have stopped providing technical 
support.  Currently the wells communicate, albeit, somewhat unreliably with a Programable 
Logic Controller (PLC), located at the water towers.  Again this controller is outdated and the 
water tower building is not suitable to host this type of equipment.   

 

The new system provides PLC’s at each well, along with other needed upgrades and 
improvements to the electronics and operations which will communicate to a new dual use tower 
to be located at the WWTP, where city staff has the appropriate facilities to house the equipment 
and also resides for operations.   This upgrade only deals with the wells electronics, and does 
not provide any new well equipment such as pumps, sand separators, chlorination etc..  Once 
implemented the system will provide a much broader range of data, and operational efficiencies 
to utilities staff, and will provide a much more reliable and sustained system to operate the cities 
wells.  Without new and updated equipment, and given the age of existing equipment, 
catastrophic failure is a “real” consideration, that we are trying to mitigate.   

 

The City advertised the bid on several contractor bid exchanges, the local paper and the Cities 
Web Site.  We received only one bid for conducting this work.   
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BUDGET IMPACT: $352,109 that is proposed to be funded by a combination of the following 
sources.  1.)  Wastewater Capital Improvement Fund and/or Wastewater Impact Fees Fund – 
for the funding the new tower facility located at the WWTP, as this tower will replace an 
existing tower which recently blew over and had to be repaired.  This tower holds equipment 
that communicates with the WWTP. So we would be replacing it with a dual use facility.   2.)  
Water Capital Improvement Fund an/or Water Impact Fees Fund – for the rest of the project.   

 

ATTACHMENT: See Attached bid submitted.   
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RESOLUTION NO.  23-   
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUSA AUTHORIZING 

THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH AQUA SIERRA CONTROLS 

FOR THE CITY WELLS SCADA PROJECT 

 

WHEREAS, The City owns and operates its water system; and 

 

WHEREAS, The City  has an obligation to its residents to efficiently operate the system such 

that the system delivers high-quality domestic water service to its residents, while also providing 

excellent fire protection to the residents; and  

 

WHEREAS, The City’s current source supply via city groundwater wells have outdated 

equipment and communications which are in need of updating in order to maintain reliable water 

and fire suppression for the City 

 

WHEREAS, The City publicly advertised a project to update the system for contracting with 

qualified firms to complete this work; and  

 

WHEREAS, The City received responses based on the advertising of the Request for Bids, and 

has evaluated and those responses and recommends selecting Aqua Sierra Controls Inc. to 

perform the work. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of COLUSA does hereby resolve that:  

 

1. The City Council authorizes the City Manager to execute a contract with the selected firm, 

Aqua Sierra Controls pursuant to the bid documents to perform the work.         

 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Colusa at a 

regularly scheduled meeting held on the 7th day of March 2023 by the following vote: 

 

AYES:   

 

NOES:   

 

ABSENT:  

  

ABSTAIN:   

       ____________________________ 

       GREG PONCIANO, MAYOR 

Attest: 

 

_________________________ 

Shelly Kittle, City Clerk  
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Purpose/Background 

 

This policy enumerates the City of Colusa’s administrative actions for the collection of 
delinquent accounts, including notifications, fee assignments, and continuation of 
services. This policy will be made available on the city’s website, and finance department 
and will be translated into all required languages by law. 

 

1. Application of Policy. This Policy on Residential Water Service Shut-Off for 
Nonpayment ("Policy") shall apply to all City accounts for residential water service 
but shall not apply to any accounts for non-residential service. To the extent this 
Policy conflicts with any other rules, regulations, or policies of the City, this Policy 
shall control. 

 
2. Contact Information. For questions or assistance regarding your water bill, the 

City's Customer Service staff can be reached at (530) 458-4941. Customers may 
also visit the City of Colusa, City Hall Finance Department in person Monday through 
Thursday from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., except on City holidays. 

 
3. Billing Procedures.  Bills for monthly periods in advance shall be mailed or 

delivered to each user of city water facilities subject to the charges as set by 
resolution.  Each such monthly bill shall be paid in advance or before the 20th day 
of the following month for which it is tendered.  For bills not paid within 20 days from 
the last day of the month a 10% delinquent fee will be added to the bill.  If the 
delinquent amount billed is not paid by the 60th day or 10 days from the date of the 
delinquent notice, water service will be discontinued.    

 
4. Discontinuation of Water Service for Nonpayment. If a bill is delinquent for at 

least sixty (60) calendar days, the City may discontinue water service.  
 

a. Written Not ice  to Customer.  The City will provide a mailed notice to the 
customer of record at least ten (10) business days beforediscontinuation 
of water service. The notice will contain: 

 
i. the name and address of the customer; 

 
ii. the amount of delinquency; 

 
iii. the date by which payment or payment arrangements must be made to 

avoid discontinuation of service; 

 
iv. the procedure by which the customer may initiate a complaint or 

request an investigation or appeal concerning service or charges; 
 

v. a description of the procedure by which the customer may request 
an alternative payment arrangement, which may include an 
extension, amortization, alternative payment schedule, or payment 
reduction; 

 
vi. the procedure for the customer to obtain information on financial 

assistance, if applicable; and 
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vii.  the telephone number where the customer may request a payment 

arrangement or receive additional information from the City. 
 

b. Written Notice to Occupants or Tenants. 
 

i. If the City furnishes individual service lines to a single-family dwelling, 
multi-unit residential structure, mobile home park, or farm labor camp 
and the owner, manager, or operator of the dwelling, structure, or park 
is the customer of record, or if the customer of record's mailing address 
is not the same as the service address, the City will also send a notice 
to the occupants living at the service address at least ten (10) calendar 
days before discontinuation of water service. The notice will be 
addressed to "Occupant," will contain the information required in 
Section 4.1 above, and will inform the residential occupants that they 
have the right to become customers of the City without being required 
to pay the amount due on the delinquent account. Terms and 
conditions for occupants to become customers of the City are provided 
in Section 8 below. 

 
ii. If the City furnishes water through a s i n g l e  s e r v i c e  l i n e  in a 

multi-unit residential structure, mobile home park, or permanent 
residential structures in a labor camp and the owner, manager, or 
operator of the dwelling, structure, or park is the customer of record, 
the City will make a good faith effort to inform the occupants, by 
means of a written notice posted on the door of each residential unit 
at least ten (10) calendar days prior to termination, that the account 
is in arrears and the service will be terminated on a date specified in 
the notice. If it is not reasonable or practicable to post the notice on 
the door of each unit, the City will post two (2) copies of the notice in 
each accessible common area and at each point of access to the 
structure or structures. The notice will inform the residential occupants 
that they have the right to become customers of the City without being 
required to pay the amount due on the delinquent account. The notice 
will also specify what the occupants are required to do in order 
to prevent termination of, or to reestablish service; the estimated 
monthly cost of service; the title, address, and telephone number of 
a representative of the Public Works Department who can assist the 
occupants in continuing service. Terms and conditions for occupants 
to become customers of the City are provided in Section 8 below. 

 

 
c. Posting of Notice at Service Address. In compl iance with state law 

and the Colusa Municipal  Code, the City will leave a notice of 
imminent discontinuation of residential service and a copy of this Policy in a 
conspicuous place at the service address at least forty-eight (48) hours 
before discontinuation of service. The notice will include: 

 
i. the name and address of the customer; 

 
ii. the amount of delinquency; 
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iii. the date by which payment or payment arrangements must be made 

to avoid discontinuation of service; 

iv. the procedure for the customer to obtain information on financial 
assistance, if applicable; and 

 
v. the telephone number where the customer may request a payment 

arrangement or receive additional information from the Public Works 
Department. 

 
d. Circumstances Under Which Service Will Not Be Discontinued.  The City 

will not discontinue residential water  service  for  nonpayment  under  the  
following  circumstances: 

 
i. During an investigation by the City Manager or Finance Department of 

a customer dispute or complaint under Section 5.1 below; 

 
ii. During the pendency of an appeal to the City Council under Section 

5.3 below; or 

 
iii. During the period in which a customer's payment is subject to a 

Finance Department-approved extension, amortization, alternative 
payment schedule, or reduction under Section 6 below, and the 
customer remains in compliance with the approved payment 
arrangement. 

 
e. Circumstances Under Which Service through a Single Service Line Will Not 

Be Discontinued. If the Public Works Department furnishes water through a 
single service line in a multi-unit residential structure, mobile home park, or 
permanent residential structure in a labor camp and the owner, manager, or 
operator of the dwelling, structure, or park is the customer  of record, the 
Finance Department will not discontinue residential water service for 
nonpayment under the following circumstances: 

 
1. If a delinquent account relates to another property owned, 

managed, or operated by the customer; 

 
2. If a public health or building officer certifies that termination 

would significantly threaten the health or safety of the 
residential occupants or the public. 

 
f. Special Medical and Financial Circumstances Unde r  Which Services 

W i l l  Not Be Discontinued. 

 
i. The Finance Department will not discontinue water service if all of 

the following conditions are met: 
 

1. The customer, or a tenant of the customer, submits to the City 
the certification of a licensed primary care provider that 
discontinuation of water service will be life-threatening to, or 60
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pose a serious threat to the health and safety of, a resident of 
the premises where residential service is provided; 

 

2. The customer demonstrates that he or she is financially 
unable to pay for residential service within the City's normal 
billing cycle. The customer is deemed financially unable to 
pay during the normal billing cycle if: (a) any member of the 
customer's household is a current recipient of CalWORKs, 
CalFresh, general assistance, Medi-Cal, Supplemental 
Security Income/State Supplementary Payment Program, or 
California Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, 
Infants, and Children, or (b) the customer declares under 
penalty of perjury that the household's annual income is less 
than 200 percent of the federal poverty level; and 

 
3. The customer is willing to enter into an alternative payment 

arrangement, including an extension, amortization, alternative 
payment schedule, or payment reduction with respect to the 
delinquent charges. 

 
ii. For any customers who meet all of the above conditions, the City 

shall offer the customer one of the following options, to be selected 
by the City in its discretion: (1) an extension of the payment period; 
(2) amortization of the unpaid balance; (3) an alternative payment 
schedule; or (4) partial or full reduction of the unpaid balance . The 
Finance Director will select the most appropriate payment 
arrangement, taking into consideration the information and 
documentation provided by the customer, as well as the City's 
payment needs. Any payment arrangement entered into pursuant to 
this Section will be subject to the terms, conditions, and remedies, in 
Section 6. 

 
iii. The customer is responsible for demonstrating that the conditions in 

subsection (a) have been met. Upon receipt of documentation from 
the customer, the City will review the documentation within seven (7) 
calendar days and: (1) notify the customer of the alternative payment 
arrangement selected by the City and request the customer's signed 
assent to participate in that alternative arrangement; (2) request 
additional information from the customer; or (3) notify the customer 
that he or she does not meet the conditions in subsection (a). 

 

iv. The City may discontinue water service if a customer who has been 

granted an alternative payment arrangement under this section fails 

to do any of the following for sixty (60) days or more: (a) to pay his 

or her unpaid charges by the extended payment date; (b) to pay any 

amortized amount due under the amortization schedule; (c) to pay 

any amount due under an alternative payment schedule; (d) to pay 

the reduced payment amount by its due date; or (e) to pay his or her 

current charges for water service. The City will post a final notice of 

intent to disconnect service in a prominent and conspicuous location at 
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the service address at least five (5) business days before 

discontinuation of service. The final notice will not entitle the 

customer to any investigation or review by the City. 

 

g. Time of Discontinuation o f  S e r v i c e .   The City will not discontinue water 

service due to nonpayment on a Saturday, Sunday, legal holiday, or at 

any time during which the City's office is not open to the public. 

 
h. Restoration of Service.  Customers whose water service has been 

discontinued may contact the City by telephone or in person regarding 

the restoration of service. Restoration shall be subject to payment of: (a) any 

past-due amounts, including applicable interest or penalties; (b) any 

reconnection fees, subject to the limitations in Section 7.1, if applicable; 

(c) and a security deposit, if required by the City. 

 
5. Procedures to Contest or Appeal a Bill. 

 
a. Time to I initiate Complaint or Request an Investigation.  A customer may 

initiate a complaint or request an investigation regarding the amount of 

a bill within ten (10) calendar days of receiving a disputed bill. For 

purposes of this Section 5.1 only, a bill shall be deemed received by a 

customer five (5) calendar days after mailing. 

 
b. Review by   City.   A timely complaint or request for investigation shall be 

reviewed by the Finance  Director,  who shall provide a written 

determination to the customer.   The review will include consideration of 

whether the customer may receive an extension, amortization, alternative 

payment schedule, or payment reduction under Section 6. 

 
c. Appeal to City Council. Any customer whose timely complaint or request 

for an investigation pursuant to this Section 5 has resulted in an adverse 

determination may appeal the determination to the City Council by filing 

a written notice of appeal with the City Clerk within ten (10) business 

days of the City's mailing of its determination. Upon receiving the notice 

of appeal, the City Clerk will set the matter to be heard at an upcoming 

City Council meeting and mail the customer written notice of the time and 

place of the hearing at least ten (10) calendar days before the meeting. 

The decision of the City Council shall be final. 

 
6. Extensions and Other Alternative Payment Arrangements. 

 

a. Time to Request an Extension or Other Alternative Payment Arrangement. 

Customers who met the criteria of Section 4.3 (a) above may request an 

extension or other alternative payment arrangement described in this 

Section 6.  If a customer submits his or her request within thirteen (13) 

calendar days after mailing a written notice of discontinuation of service by 

the City, the request will be reviewed by the Finance Director. City decisions 

regarding extensions and other alternative payment arrangements are final 

and are not subject to appeal to the City Council. 
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b. Extension. If approved by the City, a customer's payment of his or her 

unpaid balance may be temporarily extended for a period not to exceed six 

(6) months after the balance was originally due. The Finance Director 

shall determine, in his or her discretion, how long an extension shall be 

provided to the customer. The customer shall pay the full unpaid balance by 

the date set by the City and must remain current on all water service charges 

accruing during any subsequent billing periods. The extended payment date 

will be set forth in writing and provided to the customer. 

 
c. Amortization. If approved by the City, a customer's payment of his or her 

unpaid balance may be amortized over a period not to exceed twelve (12) 
months, as determined by the Finance Director, in his or her discretion. If 
amortization is approved, the unpaid balance will be divided by the number 
of months in the amortization period, and that amount will be added to the 
customer's monthly bills for water service until fully paid. During the 
amortization period, the customer must remain current on all water service 
charges accruing during any subsequent billing periods. The amortization 
schedule and amounts due will be set forth in writing and provided to the 
customer. 

 
d. Alternative Payment Schedule. If approved by the City, a customer may 

pay his or her unpaid balance pursuant to an alternative payment schedule 
that will not exceed twelve (12) months, as determined by the Finance 
Director in his or her discretion. If approved, the alternative payment 
schedule may allow periodic lump-sum payments that do not coincide with 
the City's established payment date or may provide for payments made more 
or less frequently than the City's regular payment date. During the period 
of the alternative payment schedule, the customer must remain current on 
all water service charges accruing during any subsequent billing periods. 
The alternative payment schedule and amounts due will be set forth in writing 
and provided to the customer. 

 
e. Payment Reduction. At the discretion of the Finance Director, a customer 

may receive a reduction of the unpaid balance owed by the customer for 
water service. The Finance Director shall determine, in his or her 
discretion, whether to grant a reduced payment. The amount of the reduced 
payment and the due date will be set forth in writing and provided to the 
customer. 

 
f. Failure to   Comply.    If a cu s to m e r  fails to comply with a payment 

arrangement approved by the City under this section or fails to pay his or 
her current charges for water service, and the original amount due is more 
than 60 days delinquent, the City may discontinue water service. The City 
will post a final notice of intent to disconnect service in a prominent and 
conspicuous location at the service address at least five (5) business days 
before discontinuation of service. The final notice will not entitle the customer 
to any investigation or review by the City. 

 

7. Specific Programs for Low-Income Customers. 
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a. Reconnection Fee Limits and Waiver of Interest. For residential customers 

who demonstrate to the City a household income below 200 percent of the 
federal poverty line, the City shall do both of the following: 

 
i. Limit any reconnection fees during normal operating hours to fifty 

dollars ($50), and during non-operational hours to one hundred fifty 
dollars ($150). The limits will only apply if the City's reconnection 
fees actually exceed these amounts. These limits are subject to an 
annual adjustment for changes in the Bureau of Labor Statistics' 
Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPl-U) beginning 
January 1, 2023. 

 
ii. Waive interest charges on delinquent bills once every 12 months. 

The City will apply the waiver to any interest charges that are unpaid 
at the time of the customer's request. 

 
b. Qualifications. The City will deem a residential customer to have a 

household income below 200 percent of the federal poverty line if: (a) any 
member of the household is a current recipient of CalWORKs, CalFresh, 
general assistance, Medi-Cal, Supplemental Security Income/State 
Supplementary Payment Program, or California Special Supplemental 
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children, or (b) the customer 
declares under penalty of perjury that the household's annual income is 
less than 200 percent of the federal poverty level. 

 
8. Procedures for Occupants or Tenants to Become Customers of the City. 

 
a. Agreement to City Terms and Conditions of Service.  The City will make 

service available to the actual residential occupants if each occupant agrees 
to the terms and conditions of service and meets the requirements of the 
City's rules and regulations. Notwithstanding, if one or more of the 
occupants are willing and able to assume responsibility for the subsequent 
charges to the account to the satisfaction of the City, or if there is a physical 
means, legally available to the City, of selectively discontinuing service 
to those occupants who have not met the requirements of the City’s rules 
and regulations, the City shall make service available to the occupants who 
have met those requirements. 

 
b. Verification of Tenancy. In the case of a detached single-family dwelling, in 

order for the amount due on the delinquent account to be waived, an 
occupant who becomes a customer shall verify that the delinquent account 
customer of record is or was the landlord, manager, or agent of the dwelling. 
Verification may include, but is not limited to, a lease or rental agreement, rent 
receipts, a government document indicating that the occupant is renting the 
property, or information disclosed pursuant to Section 1962 of the Civil Code, 
at the discretion of the City. 

 

c. Deductions from Rental Payment. Pursuant to Government Code Section 
60371(d), any occupant who becomes a customer of the City pursuant to 
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this Section 8 and whose periodic payments, such as rental payments, 
include charges for residential water service, where those charges are not 
separately stated, may deduct from the periodic payment each payment 
period all reasonable charges paid to the City for those services during the 
preceding payment period. 

 
9. Third-Party Notification Service for Seniors and Dependent Adults. The City 

will make available, to residential customers who are 65 years or older, or who 
are dependent adults (as defined in Welfare and Institutions Code Section 
15610(b)(1)), a third-party notification service whereby the City will attempt to notify 
a person designated by the customer to receive a  notification when the 
customer's account is past due and subject to termination. The notification will 
include information on what is required to prevent termination of service. The City 
will mail the notification to the designated third party at least ten (10) calendar days 
before the termination of service. To participate, the customer must submit a 
request for third-party notification on a form provided by the City, and must include 
the written consent of the designated third party. The notification service does not 
obligate the third party to pay any overdue charges, nor shall it prevent or delay the 
termination of service. 

 
10. Language for Certain Written Notices. All written notices under Section 4 and 

Section 6.6 of this Policy shall be provided in English, Spanish, Chinese, 
Tagalog, Vietnamese, Korean, and any other language spoken by ten percent 
(10%) or more people within the City's service area. 

 
11. Other Remedies. In addition to discontinuation of water service, the City may 

pursue any other remedies available in law or equity for nonpayment of water 
service charges, including, but not limited to: securing delinquent amounts by filing 
liens on real property, filing a claim or legal action, or referring the unpaid amount 
to collections. In the event a legal action is decided in favor of the City, the City 
shall be entitled to the payment of all costs and expenses, including attorneys' fees 
and accumulated interest. 

 
12. Discontinuation of Water Service for Other Customer Violations. The City 

reserves the right to discontinue water service for any violations of City ordinances, 
rules, or regulations other than nonpayment. 

 
13. Decisions by City Staff. Any decision which may be taken by the Finance Director 

under this Policy may be taken to the City Manager. 
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City of Colusa California 

STAFF REPORT 

 

DATE:        March 7th, 2023 

TO: Mayor and Members of the City Council 

FROM: Ishrat Aziz-Khan, through Jesse Cain, City Manager 

 

AGENDA ITEM: 

Consideration of approving a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Colusa regarding a 
residential water shut-off policy consistent with SB 998. 
 
Recommendation: Council to approve the proposed resolution adopting a policy on residential 
water shut-off for nonpayment 

BACKGROUND ANALYSIS: 

 

Senate Bill 998 requires public water providers to follow specified timelines and procedures 
before discontinuing water service for nonpayment of charges, and it requires all public water 
systems to have a written policy on water service discontinuation for nonpayment. Specifically, 
the provisions of the bill would require the adoption of a policy and an amendment to the City’s 
Municipal Code Section related to the termination of water service for residential users and the 
adoption of a written policy (Section 20-9 of the Colusa Municipal Code). The policy would be 
applicable to all residential water customers and result in expanded notification procedures prior 
to service shut-off for nonpayment. As an urban and community water system not regulated by 
the Public Utilities Commission, the City is required to comply with Senate Bill 998 by April 1, 
2023. 
It is recommended that the City Council the attached policy now and then at the next regular 
Council meeting introduce as a first reading a proposed Ordinance amending Colusa City 
Municipal Code Section 20-9 pertaining to the termination of water service for residential users 
and adopt the proposed Resolution adopting a Policy on Residential Water Service Shut-Off for 
Nonpayment to be effective April 1, 2023. 
Adopted in 2018, Senate Bill 998 – Water Shutoff Protection Act (“SB 998”) is codified in the 
California Health and Safety Code to provide additional procedural protections and expand upon 
the existing safeguards related to utility service disconnections in the Public Utilities Code and 
Government Code. Under SB 998, public water systems with more than 200 connections are 
required to adopt a written policy on residential water service shut off for nonpayment, applicable 
to all residential water customers. SB 998 includes a number of similar and redundant provisions 
that are already in existence and codified in the Public Utilities Code and Government Code. 
Nevertheless, the City must comply with SB 998. 
 
Through the adoption of SB 998, the California Legislature intends to protect Californians from 
losing access to water service due to the inability to pay without proper notice and sufficient time 
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to cure. Specifically, the bill requires an adopted policy by the City, which must fulfill the following 
key requirements: 
 
• Prohibit discontinuation of residential service for nonpayment until payment by a customer 
has been delinquent for at least 60 days; while the delinquent payment is under investigation by 
the utility or under review for appeal; and while the customer is enrolled in an alternative payment 
arrangement. 
 
• Provide written or telephone notice at least seven days before discontinuation. The notice 
must contain information on the delinquent amount, a deadline to contact the utility to arrange for 
alternative payment arrangements, procedures to avoid discontinuation, and a description of the 
bill review and appeals process. 
 
• Provide the customer with information on how to restore service and include the utility’s 
contact information to discuss options for averting service discontinuation. 
 
• For residential customers who demonstrate a household income below 200% of the 
federal poverty line, waive interest charges on delinquent bills and limit the reconnection service 
fee to $50 during business hours and $150 after hours. 
 
• Prohibit discontinuation under certain medical and financial circumstances if the customer 
agrees to an alternative payment arrangement and provides certification. 
 
• Require the utility to make a good faith effort to inform by written notice both the customer 
of record and residential tenants that water service will be discontinued if payment or payment 
arrangements are not arranged. 
 
In an effort to ensure transparency and accessibility, SB 998 requires translations of the adopted 
policy in the following languages: English, Spanish, Chinese, Vietnamese, Tagalog, Korean, and 
any other language spoken by 10% of the service area. The policy in the languages above must 
be posted on the agency’s website and made available upon request. 
 
SB 998 prohibits a City water provider from disconnecting service for nonpayment of service 
charges until a bill has been delinquent for at least sixty (60) days, and then City must give notices 
in the time periods and manner set forth in the new law.  Colusa Municipal Code Section 20-9 
dictates that a water bill is delinquent when it remains unpaid for 30 days. This time period is 
consistent with SB 998, which requires 60 days of delinquency.  Therefore, staff recommends 
adopting this policy and then amending Section 20-9 at the next regular Council meeting so that 
it complies with SB 998.    
 
The residential water shut-off policy would add the following procedures to conform to the 
requirements of SB 998, as follows:  
 
• Incorporates written notification prior to service discontinuation, as required, based on the 
applicable customer circumstances described in the policy. 
 
• Implements third party notification service to seniors and dependent adults, where the City 
will attempt to notify a person designated by the customer to receive a notification when the 
customer’s account is past due and subject to service termination. For residencies where the 
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landlord is the customer of service, notify the occupants or tenants of their right to become 
customers of the City. 
 
• Implements a procedure for delinquent customers, who meet statutory criteria 
demonstrating their inability to pay or under special medical circumstances, to request alternative 
payment options including payment extensions, amortizations, alternative payment schedules, or 
payment reductions.  The City Manager or Finance Director has the discretion to select the most 
appropriate alternative payment options.  
 
Further, SB 998 specifically requires the agency to allow a residential customer to contest or 
appeal their bill for the City Council’s final determination. This would only occur after the City 
Manager and or Finance Director has reviewed the customer’s complaint and offered an 
alternative payment arrangement. If the customer requests to appeal to the City Council for a 
final determination, the customer will need to file a written appeal with the City Clerk and schedule 
to be heard at a City Council meeting. It should be noted that the Finance Director already follows 
a procedure in which the City Manager or Finance Director will work with the customer to resolve 
a disputed bill. The appeal to City Council would be the last step added to the Department’s 
existing procedure for such instances. 
 
Lastly, the City will be required to report the number of annual discontinuations of residential 
service for nonpayment on its agency website and to the State Water Resources Control Board. 
SB 998 would require the City to comply by April 1, 2023, subject to fines for noncompliance. 
 
Given Colusa’s local demographics, translation of the new policies into Spanish, Chinese, 
Vietnamese, Tagalog, and Korean will sufficiently meet the 10% service area requirement 
identified in SB 998. 
 
The proposed action does not constitute a project under the California Environmental Quality Act 
(“CEQA”), and it can be seen with certainty that it will have no impact on the environment. Thus, 
this matter is exempt under CEQA. 

 

BUDGET IMPACT: 

None 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve Resolution 23- 
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RESOLUTION NO. 23-___ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

THE CITY OF COLUSA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 

ADOPTING A POLICY ON RESIDENTIAL WATER SERVICE SHUT-OFF FOR 

NONPAYMENT 

 

WHEREAS, California Health and Safety Code Section 116906 requires each urban 

and community water system, including the City of Colusa ("City"), to have a written policy 

on discontinuation of residential service for nonpayment, and such written policy must address 

specified subjects required by law; and 

 

WHEREAS pursuant to Sections 20-7, 20-8, and 20-9 of the Colusa Municipal Code, 

the City Council may, by resolution or motion, adopt a policy for discontinuation of 

residential water service, and such policy may include, but may not be limited to, 

provisions concerning billing procedures, discontinuation of service, notification procedures, 

restoration of service, procedures to contest or appeal a water bill, extensions or other 

alternative payment arrangements, protections available to qualified low-income customers, 

procedures for becoming a customer of the City under specified circumstances, and related 

matters; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to adopt the Policy for Discontinuation of 

Residential Water Service attached to this Resolution. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUSA, 

CALIFORNIA, DOES HEREBY FIND, DETERMINE AND RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 

 

SECTION 1. The City Council hereby adopts the attached Policy for Discontinuation 

of Residential Water Service (the "Policy"). To the extent any provision of the Policy 

conflicts with any provisions of Section 20, of the Municipal Code, the Policy shall control. 

 

SECTION 2. If any section, subsection, clause, or phrase in the Policy or the 

application thereof to any person or circumstances is for any reason held invalid, the validity 

of the remainder of the Policy or the application of such provisions to other persons or 

circumstances shall not be affected thereby. The City Council hereby declares that it would 

have adopted the Policy and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase thereof, 

irrespective of the fact that one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, or phrases 

or the application thereof to any person or circumstance be held invalid. 

 

SECTION 3. This Resolution shall become effective April 1, 2023. 
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PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Colusa at a public 

meeting held on the 7th day of March 2023. 

 

AYES: 

   

NOES:  

 

ABSENT:  

 

ABSTAIN: 

 

       ___________________________________ 

       GREG, PONCIANO, MAYOR 

ATTEST:   

 

 

__________________________________      

Shelly Kittle, City Clerk 
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City of Colusa California 

STAFF REPORT 

 

DATE: March 7 2023 

TO: Mayor Ponciano and member of the City Council 

FROM: Jesse Cain, City Manager, and Ryan Jones, City Attorney, 

 

AGENDA ITEM: 

A Resolution to authorize the City Manager to sign the financing agreement with the Drinking 
water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) and a Resolution to authorize a representative on the 
drinking water state revolving fund for the City of Colusa Water Consolidation-Walnut Ranch 
Community Facilities District Water Infrastructure Construction Project. 

Recommendation:  Council to adopt the Resolution authorizing the City Manager to sign 
financing agreement, amendments, and certifications for funding under the drinking water state 
revolving fund (DWSRF); authorizing City Manager to approve claims for reimbursement, 
authorizing City Manager to execute budget and expenditure summary: authorizing City 
Manager to sign the final release form and City Manager to sign the certification of project 
completion; and pledging and dedicating net water revenues from to payment of DWSRF 
financing. 

Council to adopt the Resolution to authorize representative for drinking water state revolving 
fund for the City of Colusa Water Consolidation-Walnut Ranch Community Facilities District 
Water Infrastructure Construction Project. 

 

BACKGROUND ANALYSIS: 

In January of 2017 City of Colusa passed resolution 17-60 authorizing the City manager to sign 
all of the funding agreements for the Clean water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) for the Water 
Consolidation- Walnut Ranch Community Facilities District water project, Now in 2023 the State 
requesting that we amend the resolution to change the funding source to Drinking Water State 
Revolving fund (DWSRF). The proposed resolutions only change the funding source. 

BUDGET IMPACT: 

.None 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Adopt both Resolutions  
 

71

Item 8.



RESOLUTION NO. 23- 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUSA 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN FINANCING AGREEMENT, 

AMENDMENTS, AND CERTIFICATIONS FOR FUNDING UNDER THE DRINKING 

WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND (DWSRF); AUTHORIZING CITY MANAGER TO 

APPROVE CLAIMS FOR REIMBURSEMENT, AUTHORIZING CITY MANAGER TO 

EXECUTE BUDGET AND EXPENDITURE SUMMARY: AUTHORIZING CITY 

MANAGER TO SIGN THE FINAL RELEASE FORM AND CITY MANAGER TO SIGN 

THE CERTIFICATION OF PROJECT COMPLETION; AND PLEDGING AND 

DEDICATING NET WATER REVENUES FROM TO PAYMENT OF DWSRF 

FINANCING. 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Colusa seeks financing from the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 

for a project commonly known as The Water Consolidation-Walnut Ranch Water Community 

Facilities District Construction Project herein after referred to as (“Project”); and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Colusa has previously applied for and received planning grant funds for 

the “project” and under said funds completed the plans, specifications and bid documents, and 

contemplates utilizing these funds for the bidding, award and construction of said “project”. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED, that 
 

1. The City Manager is hereby authorized and directed to sign and file, for 

and on behalf of the City of Colusa a financial assistance application for a 

financing agreement from the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund for the Project; 

 

2. The City Manager or designee is hereby authorized to sign the DWSRF 

program financing agreement for the Project and any amendments thereto, and 

provide the assurances, certifications and commitments required therefore; 

 

3. The City Manager or designee is hereby authorized to represent the City of Colusa in 

carrying out the City of Colusa responsibilities under the financing agreement, including 

approving and submitting disbursement requests (including Claims for Reimbursement) or 

other required documentation, compliance with applicable state and federal laws, and 

making any other necessary certifications; 

 
4. The City of Colusa does hereby dedicate and pledge its net water revenues 

and its water enterprise fund to payment of the DWSRF financing for the Project. 
The City of Colusa 

 
commits to collecting such revenues and maintaining 
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such fund(s) throughout the term of such financing and until the City of Colusa 
has satisfied its repayment obligation thereunder unless modification or change is approved in 
writing by the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. So long as the financing agreement(s) 
are outstanding, the City of Colusa pledge hereunder shall constitute a lien in favor of the 
Drinking water State Revolving Fund on the foregoing fund(s) and revenue(s) without any 
further action necessary. So long as the financing agreement(s) are outstanding, the City of 
Colusa commits to maintaining the fund(s) and revenue(s) at levels sufficient to meet its 
obligations under the financing agreement(s). If for any reason, the said source of revenues 
proves insufficient to satisfy the debt service of the DWSRF obligation, sufficient funds shall 
be raised through increased water rates, user charges, or assessments or any other legal means 
available to meet the CWSRF obligation and to operate and maintain the project; and 
 

5. The authority granted hereunder shall be deemed retroactive. All acts authorized hereunder 
and performed prior to the date of this Resolution are hereby ratified and affirmed. The 
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund is authorized to rely upon this Resolution until written 
notice to the contrary, executed by each of the undersigned, is received by the Drinking 
Water State Revolving Fund. The Drinking Water State Revolving Fund shall be entitled to 
act in reliance upon the matters contained herein, notwithstanding anything to the contrary 
contained in the formation documents of the City of Colusa or in any other document. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Colusa on March 7th, 2023 by the 

following vote: 

 

AYES:  

  

NOES:   

   

ABSENT:   

 

ABSTAIN:  

 

      ____________________________________   

      GREG PONCIANO, MAYOR 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

      

Shelly Kittle, City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. 23- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUSA AUTHORIZED 

REPRESENTATIVE FOR DRINKING WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND FOR THE 

CITY OF COLUSA WATER CONSOLIDATION-WALNUT RANCH COMMUNITY 

FACILITIES DISTRICT WATER INFRASTRUCTURE CONSTRUCTION PROJECT  

WHEREAS RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Colusa as follows:  

The City Manager, (the “Authorized Representative”) or designee is hereby authorized and 

directed to sign and file, for and on behalf of the Entity, a Financial Assistance Application for a 

financing agreement from the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund for the construction of, 

Water Consolidation- Walnut Ranch Community Facilities District 

 
This Authorized Representative, or his/her designee, is designated to provide the assurances, 

certifications, and commitments required for the financial assistance application, including 

executing a financial assistance agreement from the drinking Water State Revolving Fund and 

any amendments or changes thereto.   

The Authorized Representative, or his/her designee, is designated to represent the Entity in 

carrying out the Entity’s responsibilities under the financing agreement, including certifying 

disbursement requests on behalf of the Entity and compliance with applicable state and federal 

laws.   

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Colusa on March 7th 2023 by the 

following vote: 

AYES:  

 NOES:   

ABSENT:   

ABSTAIN:  

      ____________________________________ 

       GREG PONCIANO, MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 

      

Shelly Kittle, City Clerk 
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City of Colusa California 

STAFF REPORT 

 

DATE: March 7, 2023 

TO: City of Colusa Mayor and Council Members 

FROM:  Jesse Cain, City Manager 

 

AGENDA ITEM: Discussion on ARPA Funds 

 

Recommendation: Listen to Council and take direction  

 

  On March 11, 2021, President Joe Biden signed the American Rescue Plan Act into law. 

ARPA, a substantial federal stimulus bill aimed at addressing many aspects and impacts of 

the COVID-19 pandemic. One component of the bill is the State and Local Fiscal Recovery 

portion, which allocates approximately $350 billion in one-time federal funds directly to 

state, local, territorial, and tribal governments. The funds are intended to meet 

pandemic response needs and rebuild a stronger, more equitable economy as the country 

recovers. The City of Colusa’s share of the funding is approximately $1.44 million,  

calculated by the California Department of the Treasury. 

 

  On May 10, 2021, the Department of the Treasury released its Interim Final Rule describing 

the detailed requirements and rules surrounding using this one-time funding. There are four 

eligible categories of funding uses: 

 

1. To respond to the public health emergency or its negative economic impacts, including 

assistance to households, small businesses, and nonprofits, or aid to impacted industries such 

as tourism, travel, and hospitality. 

2. To respond to workers performing essential work during the COVID-19 public health 

emergency by providing premium pay to eligible workers. 

3. For the provision of government services to the extent of the reduction in revenue due to the 

COVID–19 public health emergency relative to revenues collected in the most recent full fiscal 

year before the emergency; and 

4. To make necessary investments in water, sewer, or broadband infrastructure. 

 

  On April 1, 2022, the Department of the Treasury released its Final Rule describing again the 

detailed requirements and rules surrounding this one-time funding. The four (4) 
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categories of funding remained from Interim Rule, with a few changes to cover broader 

spending, within four rules, for municipalities. 

 

  City Staff has presented spending requests individually to the Council in the last year, totaling  

spending of 20% of allocated one-time ARPA funds. The details and information for  

already approved and spent monies are noted below and in the attached spreadsheet. 

 

Below are recommended uses by area of emphasis- 

 

Community Assistance Programs for Colusa Residents, Community Organizations and 

Businesses- $155,000 

 Nonprofit & Community Organization Grant Program $30,000 - The pandemic has 

resulted in several Colusa NPO and Community Organizations losing valuable 

revenues from canceling events and fundraising opportunities. This program would 

allot $15,000 per FY for two (2) fiscal years (23/24 and 24/25) for NPO and 

Organizations are to be granted seed money to bring their events and programming back or 

to build the momentum of events back to pre-pandemic numbers. Acceptable events would 

have requirements to serve as free to residents of Colusa and cannot be used for any 

personal, political, or closed events. Examples include Lion’s Club Fair Parade, Lion’s 

Club Easter Egg Hunt, Colusa Swim Teams Community Swim Meet, Helping Hands 

Weekly Meal Program, Scout Pancake Breakfast, etc. Funds not allocated in year one 

would roll over to year two. 

 

 Parks & Recreation Youth Camp Programming - $100,000 - As parents have returned 

to the workplace and others struggle with having the resources needed to have 

recreation and educational opportunities for their children, staff is proposing to use 

ARPA funds provide funding through the Parks &amp; Recreation Department to assist 

with the cost of childcare services to the community. This program would offer day and 

weekly FULL DAY camp/enrichment opportunities for little to no-cost during CUSD 

unscheduled school days. $50,000 per year will cover additional temporary staffing 

needs and materials to host camps during Thanksgiving, Christmas, February, and 

Spring Breaks and misc. “no school” days throughout the year. 

 

 BluDot Portal Creation for all Local Businesses - $25,000 – The pandemic affected 

our local city businesses in many ways. While our restaurants and bars suffered with 

shutdowns, our grocery and hardware/feed stores thrived, with purchases being made 

locally. The addition of BluDot to create a business directory we can link to the city 

website will allow all local businesses to have a web-based advertisement featuring what 

they offer, how to get a hold of them, their business hours, and many other options they 

want to highlight, all without the need for the individual business to create a website. 

This is also an excellent tool for visitors and new residents to have one central place on the 

web to learn what Colusa has to offer and encourage our residents and visitors to 

spend their money where they live. 
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Workplace Safety, Technology, and Equipment Upgrades - $1.125 million 

 

 Emergency Equipment Replacement and Continuity of Operations - $379,835 
 

o Fire Department Equipment Replacement - $150,000 – CFD needs have been 

minimally funded, resulting in aging and outdated necessary equipment. Having reliable fire trucks and 
apparatus for fire and emergency 

response is critical. Funding of $150,000 is recommended to purchase 

equipment such as PPE, fire shelters, AED defibrillation, Vehicle extraction tool 

set, digital BK radios, and update a 30-year-old dispatch system. This new 

equipment would replace high-use gear that is outdated and unreliable. 

o Colusa Police Department Patrol Vehicles - $229,835 – In 2022 Council 

approved the allocation of $165,035 for two new patrol vehicles and additional 

equipment to outfit the cars. Approving the ARPA allocation 

would add $64,800 for purchasing a third Patrol Vehicle, fully 

fitted as required. Having reliable patrol vehicles for emergency 

response and daily patrol is critical to ensure public safety. This new vehicle would replace a high milage 
patrol vehicle that must be replaced within the following 

year. 

 Essential Worker One-Time Payment - $106,200 - As outlined in the Treasury Interim 

Final Rule, as essential workers, City staff have been on the front lines providing aid to 

the community since the beginning of the health crisis. Despite the apparent risk of 

contracting the highly contagious COVID-19 virus, and with no additional pay, staff 

responded to the emergency and continued serving the community. In alignment with 

the approved uses of ARPA funding, it was approved by Council in December 2021 to 

issue a one-time payout to city staff. 

 Department of Public Works Equipment Upgrade - $245,000 - Due to decades of 

vehicle and equipment disinvestment from lack of funding, DPW vehicle and 

equipment needs have been minimally funded, resulting in an aging City fleet. This 

allocation would purchase two (2) new pick-up trucks and one (1) 3500 Flatbed Dump 

Truck, both of which are used to serve many departments and needs of the City, such as 

road, tree, and part maintenance. They will also have increased use during the “leaf 

pick-up” to create a dependable and efficient schedule to keep debris-free roads and storm drains. 

 City Hall Master Server Replacement - $100,000 – The pandemic showed city staff 

that the importance of having the option to communicate via the web is essential and 

critical to continuing operations. An update to our Primary server will allow us to continue 

to provide better service to our residents and business, as well as enable our finance 

team to operate a new accounting software. 

 City Hall Multi line Phone System Update - $75,000 – The City’s current phone 

system is over 25 years old, and replacement parts are no longer available. An update 

to our current multi-line system will allow us to open additional lines to 

residents, providing better customer service and support. This new system will enable all 

departments to communicate better than ever. 
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 Accounting Software Update - $150,000 – The current accounting software the finance 
department uses is over 30 years old and does not allow city staff or Council to look at revenues and 
expenditures in a way that will enable and empower better decisions regarding the budget. The new 
software will also allow for refined canned and ad-hoc reporting, giving the City an edge in financial 
reporting it has not had before. 

 

 Employee Sick Pay - $18,612.00 – approved as an ARPA allocation spend at Mid- 

       Year Budget in February 2023. 

 

Community Projects - $135,000 

 

 Colusa Sports Complex Design & Planning - $35,000 – The Colusa Sports Complex 

is designated to be a 25-acre parcel of City property at the end of Will S. Green Road, next 

to Wastewater Treatment Plant. In 2022 City Council approved a resolution for this 

allotment. At the February 21st City Council Meeting, staff grant writer presented a 

proposal of issuing an RFP for a design and planning firm to hold public meetings for 

community input and create plans and drawings of the proposed complex to be used for 

grant applications and any future Capital Improvement Plans. 

 

 City Park Improvements - $100,000 – The pandemic brought our city parks to the 

forefront of our community’s minds. They were used for play, entertainment, and 

gathering. With the uptick in park use, the current state of equipment was also brought 

to the attention of city staff by PRT Commissioners and many residents. Staff proposes 

$50K for two FY to address and implement park improvements, including but not limited 

to: tennis court repair and addition of lights, replacement of picnic tables and water 

fountains, replacement of playground equipment as well as the addition of equipment to 

serve all abilities of our children. 

 

Remaining funding for Council Direction 

 

If Council approves the spending plan presented above, the balance of the ARPA Funding will 

be approximately $25,300. Staff expects this number to increase slightly as requested 

allotments for some equipment replacement may have a balance to roll over. Staff requests guidance 
from Council on the preference for the expenditure of this remaining balance 

and possible additional balances for purchases that come in under budgeted totals, with 

consideration given to the timeline and allowable uses. 

Funds must be committed by December 31, 2024, and expended by December 31, 2026. 

 

Alternatives / Options: 

1) Reject the proposed spending plan and direct staff to return with an 

alternative plan. 

2) Reject spending the ARPA allocation and return funds to the State of California. 

 

PUBLIC OUTREACH 

Council gave direction to staff to hold formal conversations with residents to inform them of 
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the parameters of ARPA Funds, how they may be spent, and what community priorities are. Staff held 
two public meetings, the first on May 4, 2022, at the Colusa County Library and at the end of May 2022 
at City Hall. Notice for these Community conversations was published in the newspaper, on City social 
media and Community monthly newsletters (print and email). In addition to community conversations, 
the Survey was open to all residents and community members. The Survey was “open” for participation 
for six weeks between May 2 and June 17th, 2023. The public was also welcome to contact staff via 
phone or email for conversations regarding ARPA and encouraged to participate in Survey after 
learning more. The survey results are featured on the first page of the included packet with spending 
details. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPACTS 

The City’s ARPA approximate funding allocation is $1.4 million. The City has received 

approximately 100% of the allocation. Since March 1, 2021, $289,847.00 (20%) has 

been spent with Council Approval. A recommended investment plan, including monies already 

allocated and spent, has been presented here and includes three areas of emphasis. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE 

Adopting the American Rescue Plan Act (“ARPA”) recommended funding allocation for the City of 
Colusa is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) because it is not a 

project which has a potential for resulting in either a direct physical change in the environment, 

or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment and is a fiscal and 

administrative activity pursuant to CEQA Guideline section 15378. Moreover, further CEQA 

analysis will be performed during the project-specific approvals of the above-stated use of 

funds. 
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