
 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
Wednesday, May 10, 2023 
Regular Meeting - 7:00 PM 

City Hall – City Council Chambers 
425 Webster Street, Colusa, CA  95932 

AMENDED AGENDA 

The public may address the Commission on any agenda item during the Commission’s discussion of that item, 
not to exceed three (3) minutes.  We ask that the speaker kindly be recognized by the Planning Commission 

Chair before speaking and be limited to one comment, per item. 

 

Two ways to view the meeting: In Person or on Zoom 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84962795886 

Or by phone: (669) 444-9171, - Webinar ID: 849 6279 5886 

Chair – John Martin 
Vice Chair – Jean-Pierre Cativiela (Teleconference Location: Marriott Chicago O'Hare, Business Center               

        1st floor at 8535 W. Higgins Rd., Chicago, IL 60631) 

Commissioner – Glen Duncan 
Commissioner - Thomas Roach 
Commissioner - Vicky Willoh 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

CONSENT CALENDAR  

Approve - None 

PUBLIC COMMENTS The Planning Commission may read / address comments on any item concerning 

subject matter that is within the Planning Commission’s jurisdiction.  No action may be taken on items not posted 
on the agenda, other than to briefly respond, refer to staff, or to direct that an item be placed on a future agenda. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

1. Fence Variance located at 44 Birchwood. 

Recommendation: The commission may approve this variance once they have taken 
testimony from the public hearing and applicant.   

PUBLIC COMMISSION MATTERS Discussion of current Planning Department projects. 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

ADJOURNMENT 
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  SHELLY KITTLE, CITY CLERK 

   
Americans with Disabilities Act 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons requiring accommodations for a disability at a public 
meeting should notify the City Clerk at least 48 hours prior to the meeting at 530-458-4941 in order to allow the City 
sufficient time to make reasonable arrangements to accommodate participation in this meeting. 

 

“This institution is an equal opportunity employer and provider” 
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City of Colusa California 

STAFF REPORT 

 

DATE: May 10th, 2023 

TO: Planning Commission – Public Hearing 

FROM: Jesse Cain, City Manager 

 

AGENDA ITEM: Consideration to construct an 8’ high redwood fence within the side yard 
along Birchwood Place at the home address located at 44 Birchwood Place.   

  

Recommendation: Commission may approve this variance once they have taken testimony 
from the public hearing and applicant.   

 

BACKGROUND ANALYSIS:  It’s our understanding the applicant desires to construct an 8 
foot high fence with a 6 foot setback behind the back of the sidewalk to allow better utilization 
of the backyard space:   

 

“Fences in front and Side yards shall be constructed in such a manner as not to create a solid 
visible barrier. The surface area of the fence is to be open so passersby can view activity on 
the other side of the fence for not less than thirty percent of the surface area per square foot.” 

  Side Yard Set-back: Ten Feet.”  

Notwithstanding, the planning commission under section 34.01 may make findings that this 
circumstance justifies a variance, or not.   Section 34.01 states the following: 

 

Sec. 34.01. - Variances. 

Where practical difficulties, unnecessary hardships or results inconsistent with the purposes and intent of 

this ordinance may result from the strict application of certain area, height, yard and space requirements 

thereof, variances in such requirements may be granted, as provided in this section, by the planning 

commission.  

(a) Variance Application and Fee.  
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1. Application for a variance shall be made to the city planning department in writing on a form 

prescribed by the city. Such application shall be accompanied by a fee in an amount as established from 

time to time by resolution of the city council, statements, plans and other evidence showing:  

a. That, because of special circumstances applicable to the property, including size, shape, topography, 

location or surroundings, the strict application of the Zoning Ordinance provisions deprives such 

property of privileges enjoyed by other property in the vicinity and under identical zoning classification.  

b. That granting of the variance requested will not constitute a grant of special privileges inconsistent 

with the limitations upon other properties in the vicinity and zone in which such property is situated.  

c. That the granting of such application will not, under the circumstances of the particular case, 

materially affect adversely the health, or safety of persons residing or working in the neighborhood of 

the property of the applicant, and will not, under the circumstances of the particular case, be materially 

detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to property or improvements in said neighborhood.  

2. A public hearing shall be held within sixty days after a filing of application for a variance, notice of 

which shall be given by one publication in a newspaper of general circulation published and circulated 

in the City of Colusa and by mailing notice to the applicant and owners of all property within three 

hundred feet of any boundary of the lot or parcel for which the variance has been filed, as such owners 

are shown on the last equalized assessment roll of the County of Colusa. Notice in each case is to be 

given at least ten days prior to such public hearing.  

(b) Action by the Planning Commission.  

1. Within thirty days after the public hearing the planning commission shall make a finding of facts 

showing whether the qualifications under Section 34.01 apply to the land, building or use for which 

variance is sought and whether such variance shall be in harmony with the general purposes of this 

ordinance.  

2. After making findings the planning commission shall either approve, with or without conditions, or 

deny said variance.  

 

BUDGET IMPACT:  None 

 

ATTACHMENT:  

Resolution 23- 

 Application and pictures 
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https://library.municode.com/ca/colusa/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=APXAZO_ART34VA_S34.01VA


RESOLUTION NO. 2023-___ 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF COLUSA PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDING 

CITY COUNCIL APPROVAL OF A VARIANCE TO CONSTRUCT A 8 FT TALL REDWOOD 

FENCE WITHIN THE SIDE YARD OF THE HOME ALONG BRICHWOOD PLACE AT THE 

ADDRESS 44 BIRCHWOOD PLACE 

 

 WHEREAS, the City has received an application for a variance to construct a non-

conforming fence in the front yard of a property located at 44 Birchwood Place, and  

 WHEREAS, the City has established City Ordinance 34.01 allows for a variance where 

practical difficulties, unnecessary hardships or results inconsistent with the purposes and intent of 

the ordinance may result from the strict application of certain area, height, yard, and space 

requirements thereof, variances in such requirements may be granted, as provided in this section, by 

the planning commission. 

 

 WHEREAS, all procedures of the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”), 

California Public Resources Code §21000 et seq., and the CEQA guidelines, title 14 of the 

California Code of Regulations, chapter 3, §15000 et seq. have been satisfied as the activity is 

covered by the general rule that CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for causing 

a significant effect on the environment. Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no 

possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment, the activity 

is not subject to CEQA. 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has duly called, advertised and conducted a Public 

Hearing required by law concerning proposed, extension request; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Colusa Planning Commission has considered public and staff input. 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Commission approves a variance for 

the property owner located at 44 Birchwood for the purposes of constructing an 8-foot high 

redwood fence on the side yard.   

 

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION was duly introduced and passed at a regular meeting of the 

City of Colusa Planning Commission held on the 10h day of May 2023, by the following vote. 

 

AYES:   

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT: 

 

Signed and approved as to form by me on this 10th day of May 2023 

 

 

____________________________   ______________________________ 

Planning Commission Chair, Martin    City Manager, Jesse Cain 

 

5

Item 1.



 

6

Item 1.



7

Item 1.



8

Item 1.



9

Item 1.



10

Item 1.



11

Item 1.



12

Item 1.



13

Item 1.



14

Item 1.



15

Item 1.



16

Item 1.



17

Item 1.



18

Item 1.



19

Item 1.



20

Item 1.



21

Item 1.



22

Item 1.


	Top
	Item 1.	Resolution of the City of Colusa Planning Commission approving a fence setback Variance located at 44 Birchwood
	SR for Variance 44 Birchwood place
	PC Resolution 44 Birchwood Variance
	44 Birchwood_Redacted

	Bottom

