
Council Members 

 

Clerk of Council 

Sandra T. Davis 

 

 
Council Chambers February 25, 2025  

C. E. “Red” McDaniel City Services Center- Second Floor  5:30 PM 

3111 Citizens Way, Columbus, GA 31906  Regular Meeting 

 

M A Y O R’ S   A G E N D A 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor B.H. "Skip" Henderson, III, Presiding 

INVOCATION: Offered by Karen Connally- Tri City Prayer Initiative 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by Mayor Skip Henderson 

MINUTES 

1. Approval of minutes for the February 11, 2025, Council Meeting and Executive Session. 

PRESENTATIONS 

2. Office of Crime Prevention Update – Seth Brown, Director of Crime Prevention and 

Natre’L Payne, Administrative Assistant to the Mayor 

3. Introduction of Ashley Woitena, CEO of VisitColumbusGA – Pace Halter, Board Chair 

4. Muskogee Project Presentation – Paul Pierce, Springer Opera House 

5. Introduction of Normae Beecham, Deputy Warden of Administration – Warden Herbert 

Walker, III, Muscogee County Prison 

  

R. Gary Allen Travis L. Chambers Byron Hickey R. Walker Garrett Judy W. Thomas 

Charmaine Crabb Glenn Davis Bruce Huff Toyia Tucker Joanne Cogle 
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CITY ATTORNEY’S AGENDA 

ORDINANCES 

1. 2nd Reading- REZN-12-24-2485: An Ordinance amending the Zoning Atlas of the 

Consolidated Government of Columbus, Georgia, to change certain boundaries of a district 

located at 3114 6th Avenue (parcel # 014-032-005) from Residential Multifamily – 2 (RMF2) 

Zoning District to Residential Multifamily – 1 (RMF1) Zoning District with conditions. 

(Planning Department and PAC recommend approval.) (Councilor Garrett) 

2. 2nd Reading- REZN-12-24-2514: An Ordinance amending the Zoning Atlas of the 

Consolidated Government of Columbus, Georgia, to change certain boundaries of a district 

located at 1641 3rd Avenue (parcel # 005-006-001) from General Commercial (GC) Zoning 

District to Uptown (UPT) Zoning District with conditions. (Planning Department and PAC 

recommend approval with conditions.) (Councilor Cogle) 

3. 1st Reading- An ordinance adopting a new Article XXIII of Chapter 2 of the Columbus Code 

to create a Sports & Entertainment facilities Authority; and for other purposes. (Continued on 

1st Reading from 10-8-24.)(Councilors Cogle, Davis, and Garrett) 

RESOLUTIONS 

4. A Resolution approving the issuance of the applicable portion of the Educational Facilities 

Finance Authority Bonds issued by the Public Finance Authority solely for the purpose of 

satisfying the requirements of Section 147(f) of the Code, for the applicable portion of the 

Bonds to finance the portion of a project located in Columbus, Georgia, specifically the 

purchase of Miller Motte College by Lindenwood Educational System. (Request of Public 

Finance Authority)   

 

PUBLIC AGENDA 

1. Mrs. Glendora Dvine, representing Dvine Systems GA, Re: Increasing Mental Health 

Awareness in the City.   

2. Mr. Nathan Smith, Re: The Latest Audit, Grant Funds, and the Charter. 

3. Ms. Denise Cambridge, Re: CCG Citizens Government Academy. 
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CITY MANAGER'S AGENDA 

 

1. Pinegrove MSW Landfill   

Approval is requested to authorize the funding of the construction cost to open Phase 5/Cell 

5A-5C within the Pinegrove MSW Landfill with an estimated construction cost of 

$8,134,830, which will be obtained by a loan received through/from the General Fund 

Reserve.  

2. FY26 Holiday Schedule 

Approval is requested to approve the Holiday Schedule for the FY26 Budget Year.  It is 

recommended that Friday, December 26, 2025 be designated as the floating holiday. 

3. Criminal Justice Coordinating Council Grant – Accountability Courts 

Approval is requested to submit an application, and if approved, accept $647,499 or as 

otherwise awarded from the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council for the operation of the 

Superior Court Accountability Courts, from July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026 and to amend the 

Multi-governmental Fund by $647,499 or as otherwise awarded. The City is required to 

provide a 15% cash matching funds ($110,000) to participate in this grant program. This 

cash match is satisfied in the salary and benefits of the current Director of Accountability 

Courts. 

4. PURCHASES 

A. Multi-Purpose Dog Handler Packages (Annual Contract) – RFP No. 24-0018 

B. Software License Renewal for EVOQ Software for Information Technology 

C. Parking Lot Striping Services for the Civic Center 

D. Contract Amendment and Extension for Inmate Food Management Services for 

Muscogee County Prison (Annual Contract) – RFP No. 20-0005  

 

EMERGENCY PURCHASES 

1. Information Only: Exigent “Off the Lot” Vehicle Purchases – Resolution No. 354-24 

 

5. UPDATES AND PRESENTATIONS 

A. Integrated Waste/Landfill Space and Funding Options for Cell #5 Update - Drale Short, 

Director, Public Works & Angelica Alexander, Director, Finance 
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CLERK OF COUNCIL’S AGENDA 

ENCLOSURES - INFORMATION ONLY 

1. Board Update – The Liberty Theatre & Cultural Arts Center Advisory Board 

ENCLOSURES - ACTION REQUESTED 

2. RESOLUTION – A resolution appointing Doug Jefcoat to the Board of Tax Assessors. 

3. RESOLUTION - A resolution excusing Councilor Byron Hickey from the February 25, 

2025 Council Meeting.  

4. RESOLUTION - A resolution excusing Councilor Judy Thomas from the February 25, 2025 

Council Meeting.  

5. Honorary Designation Application for Facilities – A request submitted by Superior Court 

Judge Bobby Peters to name the new Judicial Center in honor of the late Honorable John D. 

Allen. 

6. The Land Bank Authority is nominating Sherrie Aaron, Stephen Anthony and Michelle 

Williams to serve another term. (The Land Bank Authority nominates three of the seven 

members to this authority with confirmation from the Council.) 

7. Minutes of the following boards: 

Board of Family & Children Services, January 18 & September 14, 2024 

Board of Tax Assessors, #04-25 & #05-25 

Board of Water Commissioners, January 13, 2025 

Community Development Advisory Council, September 8 & December 8, 2022; June 8, 

September 14 & December 14, 2023; December 12, 2024 

Golf Course Authority of Columbus, January 14, 2025 

Hospital Authority of Columbus, October 29, 2024 

Liberty Theatre & Cultural Arts Center Advisory Board, July 19, October 16 & 

November 20, 2024 

Recreation Advisory Board, March 22, May 24 & July 26, 2023 

Uptown Façade Board, April 15, May 20, July 23, August 19, September 16, October 21 

& November 18, 2024; January 17, 2025 
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BOARD APPOINTMENTS - ACTION REQUESTED 

8. MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS – ANY NOMINATIONS MAY BE CONFIRMED FOR 

THIS MEETING: 

 

A. BUILDING AUTHORITY OF COLUMBUS: 

 

 

Renne Sturkie – Not Interested in serving   Open for Nominations 

Eligible to succeed      (Mayor’s Appointment) 

Term Expires: March 24, 2025 

 

The terms are two years. Meets as needed.  

 

Women:  2 

 Senatorial District 15:   2 

 Senatorial District 29:   3 
 

 

B. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL: 

 

 

Anthony Montgomery – Interested in serving  (Mayor’s Appointment) 

Eligible to succeed       

Term Expires: March 27, 2025 

 

 

Denise M. Cambridge – Interested in serving   (Mayor’s Appointment) 

Eligible to succeed        

Term Expires: March 27, 2025 

 

 

Benjamin Link – Seat vacant    (Mayor’s Appointment) 

Resigned        

Term Expires: March 27, 2025 

 

The terms are three years. Meets quarterly.  

 

Women:  5 

 Senatorial District 15:   21 

 Senatorial District 29:   3 
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C. CRIME PREVENTION BOARD: 

 

Dr. Angela Vickers      (Mayor’s Appointment) 

(Education Community) 

Not Eligible to succeed        

Term Expires: March 31, 2025 

 

These terms are three years; Law Enforcement Rep. is two years. Meets quarterly.  

 

Women:  3 

 Senatorial District 15:   2 

 Senatorial District 29:   4 
 

BOARD APPOINTMENTS - ACTION REQUESTED 

9. COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS- READY FOR CONFIRMATION: 

 

A. BUILDING AUTHORITY OF COLUMBUS: Johnny W. Byrd, III was nominated to 

serve another term. (Councilor Huff’s nominee) Term expires: March 24, 2027 

 

B. CRIME PREVENTION BOARD: Ericka N. Cottingham was nominated to serve another 

term as the Senatorial District 29 Representative. (Councilor Crabb’s nominee) Term 

expires: March 31, 2028 

 

C. COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CULTURAL LIAISON 

ENCOUNTERS (CIRCLE): Natasha Banks was nominated to serve another term. 

(Councilor Huff’s nominee) Term expires: March 1, 2027 

 

 

10. COUNCIL’S APPOINTMENTS – ANY NOMINATIONS MAY BE CONFIRMED FOR 

THIS MEETING: 

 

A. CIVIC CENTER ADVISORY BOARD: 

 

 

Charles E. Huff, Jr.      (District 1 – Hickey)  

Eligible to succeed         

Term Expires: March 1, 2025 
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Daniel T. Woodward  – Interested in serving   (District 2 – Davis)  

Eligible to succeed         

Term Expires: March 1, 2025 

 

Gregory Blue – Interested in serving    (District 3 – Huff)  

Eligible to succeed         

Term Expires: March 1, 2025 

 

Romeo Byll       (District 7 – Cogle)  

Eligible to succeed         

Term Expires: March 1, 2025 

 

Johnson Trawick – Not interested in serving  (District 8 – Garrett)  

Eligible to succeed         

Term Expires: March 1, 2025 

 

The terms are two years. Meets quarterly.  

 

Women:  3 

 Senatorial District 15:   8 

 Senatorial District 29:   4 

 

 

B. RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD: 

 

 

Sherisse Malone      Open for Nominations                

Eligible to succeed      (Council District 5- Crabb) 

Term Expired: December 31, 2024 

 

Davis Miles       Open for Nominations                

Eligible to succeed      (Council District 6- Allen) 

Term Expired: December 31, 2024 

 

VACANT       (Council District 2- Davis)  

Term Expires: December 31, 2027         

 

VACANT        (Council District 3- Huff)  

Term Expires: December 31, 2028         

 

VACANT                (Council District 9- Thomas)  

Term Expires: December 31, 2028         
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These are five-year terms. Board meets monthly.  

 

Women:  4 

 Senatorial District 15:   4 

 Senatorial District 29:   4 
 

 

11. COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS- ANY NOMINATIONS WOULD BE LISTED FOR 

THE NEXT MEETING: 

A. BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS: 

 

 

Shaun Roberts – Interested in serving   Open for Nominations 

Eligible to succeed      (Council’s Appointment) 

Term Expires: March 31, 2025 

 

 

Doug Jefcoat       Open for Nominations 

Resigned       (Council’s Appointment) 

Term Expires: March 31, 2027 

 

Councilor Crabb is nominating Ernie Smallman to fill the unexpired term of Doug Jefcoat. 

Councilor Huff is nominating Zarome Lakey to fill the unexpired term of Doug Jefcoat. 

 

The terms are three years. Meets monthly.  

 

Women:  2 

 Senatorial District 15:   1 

 Senatorial District 29:   4 
 

 

B. BUILDING AUTHORITY OF COLUMBUS: 

 

 

Tyler R. Martindill – Interested in serving   Open for Nominations 

Eligible to succeed      (Council’s Appointment) 

Term Expires: March 24, 2025 

 

The terms are two years. Meets as needed.  

 

Women:  2 

 Senatorial District 15:   2 

 Senatorial District 29:   3 
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C. COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CULTURAL LIAISON 

ENCOUNTERS (CIRCLE): 

 

 

Samantha Wooden      Open for Nominations 

Eligible to succeed      (Council’s Appointment) 

Term Expires: March 1, 2025 

 

The terms are two years. Meets as needed.  

 

Women:  7 

 Senatorial District 15:   5 

 Senatorial District 29:   5 

 
 

D. CRIME PREVENTION BOARD: 

 

 

Marcus Gibson      Open for Nominations 

(Senatorial District 15)     (Council’s Appointment) 

Not Eligible to succeed       

Term Expires: March 31, 2025 

 

Lane Jimmerson      Open for Nominations 

(At-Large)       (Council’s Appointment) 

Not Eligible to succeed       

Term Expires: March 31, 2025 

 

These terms are three years; Law Enforcement Rep. is two years. Meets quarterly.  

 

Women:  3 

 Senatorial District 15:   2 

 Senatorial District 29:   4 
 

 

E. PLANNING ADVISORY COMMISSION: 

 

 

Dr. Xavier McCaskey      Open for Nominations                

Not Eligible to succeed     (Council’s Appointment) 

Term Expires: March 31, 2025 
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Ralph King        Open for Nominations                

Not Eligible to succeed     (Council’s Appointment) 

Term Expires: March 31, 2025 

 

Larry Derby        Open for Nominations                

Not Eligible to succeed     (Council’s Appointment) 

Term Expires: March 31, 2025 

 

The term is three years.  Meets twice a month.  

 

Women:  2 

 Senatorial District 15:   7 

 Senatorial District 29:   2 
 

 

 

F. UPTOWN FACADE BOARD: 

 

 

James Lewis        Open for Nominations                

(Uptown Business Improvement Dist. Rep)  (Council’s Appointment) 

Not Eligible to succeed  

Term Expires: October 31, 2024 

 

Hannah Israel       Open for Nominations                

(Uptown Business Improvement Dist. Rep)  (Council’s Appointment) 

Not Eligible to succeed  

Term Expires: October 31, 2024 

 

The terms are three years.  Board meets monthly. 

 

Women:  5 

Senatorial District 15:   5 

Senatorial District 29:   4  

 

 

 
The City of Columbus strives to provide accessibility to individuals with disabilities and who require certain 

accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting.  If assistance is 

needed regarding the accessibility of the meeting or the facilities, individuals may contact the Mayor’s 

Commission for Persons with Disabilities at 706-653-4492 promptly to allow the City Government to make 

reasonable accommodations for those persons. 
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COUNCIL OF COLUMBUS, GEORGIA 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 
 

 
Council Chambers February 11, 2025  

C. E. “Red” McDaniel City Services Center- Second Floor  9:00 AM 

3111 Citizens Way, Columbus, GA 31906  Regular Meeting 

 

M A Y O R’ S   A G E N D A 

 

PRESENT: Mayor B. H. “Skip” Henderson, III and Mayor Pro Tem R. Gary Allen and Councilors 

Travis L. Chambers, Joanne Cogle, Charmaine Crabb, Glenn Davis, R. Walker Garrett, Byron 

Hickey, Bruce Huff (arrived at 9:10 a.m.) and Toyia Tucker (arrived at 9:30 a.m.). City Manager 

Isaiah Hugley, City Attorney Clifton Fay and Deputy Clerk of Council Lindsey G. McLemore. 

 

ABSENT: Councilor Judy W. Thomas and Deputy Clerk Pro Tem Tameka Colbert were absent.  

 

The following documents have been included as a part of the electronic Agenda Packet: (1) 

Board of Tax Assessors HB 581 Presentation; (2) FY24 Financial & Compliance Audit 

Presentation; (3) Community Care Program Presentation; (4) Accountability Court Presentation; (5) 

Inspection & Codes Internal Audit Presentation; (6) Internal Audit Report of Inspection & Codes 

Department; (7) South Lumpkin Road Streetscape Presentation; (8) Liberty District Presentation; 

(9) Integrated Waste Presentation 

 

The following documents were distributed around the Council table: (1) MA#2 Add-On 

Resolution; (2) Inspection & Codes Internal Audit Presentation; (3) Internal Audit Report of 

Inspection & Codes Department; (4) Integrated Waste Presentation; (5) Pinegrove Landfill Capacity 

Timelines 

 
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor B.H. "Skip" Henderson, III, Presiding 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE:  

Mayor B. H. “Skip” Henderson recognized the recent passing of Clerk of Council Sandra T. Davis 

and asked for a moment of silence in her honor.  

 

INVOCATION: Offered by Pastor Wayne Anthony, St. Peter UMC of Columbus, Georgia 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by Mayor Skip Henderson 

MINUTES 

1. Approval of minutes for the January 28, 2025, Council Meeting and Executive Session. Mayor 

Pro Tem Allen made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Councilor Crabb and carried 

unanimously by the seven members present, with Councilors Huff and Tucker being absent for 

the vote, and Councilor Thomas being absent from the meeting.  
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PUBLIC HEARING 

2. PUBLIC HEARING: HB581 – Intent to Opt-Out of Homestead Exemption. 9:00 a.m.  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

NOTE: Councilor Huff arrived at 9:10 a.m.  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chief Appraiser Suzanne Widenhouse approached the rostrum to provide a presentation on HB 581 

and responded to questions from the members of the Council.  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

NOTE: Councilor Tucker arrived at 9:30 a.m.  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

During the discussion, City Attorney Clifton Fay stated opting in or out will not affect the local 

homestead assessment freeze. It was explained if Council chooses to opt-out, there has been a 

resolution passed around the table that would need to be approved so the Clerk’s Office can send the 

documentation to the Secretary of State.  

 

(NOTE: The floor was then declared open for public comment. No citizens came forward.)  

  

RESOLUTION (030-25): A resolution by Columbus, Georgia/Muscogee County to opt out of the 

Homestead Exemption pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2. Councilor Garrett made a motion to 

approve the resolution, seconded by Councilor Crabb and carried by a seven-to-two vote, with Mayor 

Pro Tem Allen and Councilors Chambers, Cogle, Crabb, Davis, Garrett and Huff voting in favor, 

Councilors Hickey and Tucker voting in opposition, and Councilor Thomas being absent from the 

meeting.  

 

REFERRAL(S): 

FOR THE CITY MANAGER: 

- Rebroadcast the Tax Commissioner’s presentation on CCG-TV. (Request of Mayor Pro Tem Allen) 

FOR THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COUNCIL: 

- Work with the City Attorney’s Office to send the approved resolution opting out of HB 581 to the 

Secretary of State as required. (Request of City Manager Hugley) 

 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

3. FY24 Annual Comprehensive Financial Report – David Irwin, External Auditor, Mauldin & 

Jenkins, LLC 

Mr. David Irwin, External Auditor (Mauldin & Jenkins, LLC) approached the rostrum to provide 

a presentation on the FY24 Annual Comprehensive Financial Report. The audit opinion shared based 

on Generally Accepted Auditing Standards and Governmental Auditing Standards is that of an 

Unmodified “Clean” Opinion with the highest level of assurance, notating the financial statements 

are fairly presented in all material respects, in accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting 

Principles (GAAP). A decrease in the Enterprise Funds was noted and it was suggested that an eye is 

kept on those funds to make sure that it is not a recurring trend in the future.  

City Manager Isaiah Hugley and Finance Director Angelica Alexander commented on the 

Unmodified “Clean” Opinion from the External Auditors and recognized Accounting Manager Karen 
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Thompson, who is retiring after from the Finance Department after 37 years of service to the City of 

Columbus.  

 

4. Underserved and Inmate Healthcare Program Update – Bob Paskowski, Principal, PYA, P.C. 

and Jane Jerzack, Principal, PYA, P.C. 

Mr. Bob Paskowski, Consulting Principal (PYA, P.C.), approached the rostrum to provide an 

update on the Community Care Program, providing access to healthcare for indigent and inmate 

populations.   

 

REFERRAL(S): 

FOR THE CITY MANAGER: 

- Make sure the proposal says identifying healthcare organizations “in Muscogee County”. (Request 

of Councilor Crabb) 

 

5. Columbus Police Department Update - Police Chief Stoney Mathis 

Columbus Police Chief Stoney Mathis approached the rostrum to provide an update on the 

Columbus Police Department. During the update, two requests were made: (1) authorization to form 

a non-paid reserve unit, which would be budget neutral aside from the training, and would be 

comprised of retired police officers; (2) unfreeze seven positions to allow the department to reach the 

goal of 388 officers.  

 

Councilor Davis made a motion to approve the request to form a non-paid reserves unit and to 

unfreeze seven positions within the Columbus Police Department, seconded by Councilor Huff and 

carried unanimously by the nine members present, with Councilor Thomas being from the meeting.  

 

City Attorney Clifton Fay stated the unfreezing of seven positions will need to be ratified by 

amending the budget and a signed waiver will need to be on file for those serving in the non-paid 

reserve unit.  

 

6. Development Authority of Columbus Update - Selvin Hollingsworth, Chairman 

Chairman Selvin Hollingsworth (Development Authority) approached the rostrum to provide a 

brief update on the Development Authority of Columbus. The City of Columbus is in the running for 

a large investment that will bring many jobs to the area and potential investors are interested in the 

land available. 

 

7. Accountability Court – Dayna Soloman, Director of Accountability Courts 

Director Dayna Soloman (Muscogee County Accountability Court) approached the rostrum to 

provide an update on the Accountability Courts in the Chattahoochee Judicial Circuit and the various 

programs available to encourage and lead individuals toward a positive and drug free lifestyle.  

 

8. Transitional Audit Report for Inspection & Codes - Donna McGinnis, Internal 

Auditor/Compliance Officer 

 

Forensic Auditor John Smith and Forensic Auditor Benjamin Meadows approached the rostrum 

to provide the presentation on the transitional audit conducted in the Inspections & Code Department, 

as authorized by the Council on December 15, 2020.  
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Internal Auditor/Compliance Officer Donna McGinnis approached the rostrum to provide the 

recommendations at the end of the presentation. The recommendations included the establishment of 

a hyper-link in the Q-Alert system to address cost redundancy between EnerGov and Q-Alert, 

quarterly budget review focusing on adequate funding to address the pace of necessary abatements, 

funding for training and additional efforts to push toward full digitation, and the review of 

collaborative procedures to reduce the number of repeat nuisance properties.  

 

Inspections & Codes Director Ryan Pruett approached the rostrum to respond to some of the 

recommendations from the Internal Auditors and potential obstacles that may arise in the future with 

implementation.  

 

Councilor Tucker made a motion to authorize the transition audit requested by the District Attorney 

for the Victims Witness Section, seconded by Councilor Davis and carried unanimously by the seven 

members present, with Councilors Crabb and Hickey being absent for the vote, and Councilor Thomas 

being absent from the meeting.  

 

CITY ATTORNEY’S AGENDA 

ORDINANCES 

1. Ordinance (25-006) - 2nd Reading- REZN-10-24-2232: An ordinance amending the Zoning 

Atlas of the Consolidated Government of Columbus, Georgia to change certain boundaries of a 

district located at 1126 30th Street (parcel # 029-013-001) from Neighborhood Commercial 

(NC) Zoning District to Residential Multifamily - 1 (RMF1) Zoning District. (Planning 

Department and PAC recommend approval.) (Councilor Garrett) Mayor Pro Tem Allen made a 

motion to adopt the ordinance, seconded by Councilor Tucker and carried unanimously by the 

eight members present, with Councilor Hickey being absent for the vote, and Councilor Thomas 

being absent from the meeting. (NOTE: Councilor Crabb was out of the Council Chamber at the 

time this vote was taken and requested her vote reflect in favor; stated for the record at the 

beginning of the Clerk of Council’s Agenda.) 

 

2. Ordinance (25-007) - 2nd Reading- REZN-11-24-2363- An Ordinance amending the Zoning 

Atlas of the Consolidated Government of Columbus, Georgia to change certain boundaries of a 

district located at 425 3rd Avenue (parcel #002-015-002) from Historic (HIST) Zoning District 

to Residential Office (RO) Zoning District with Conditions. (Planning Department and PAC 

recommend approval with conditions.) (Councilor Cogle) Mayor Pro Tem Allen made a motion 

to adopt the ordinance, seconded by Councilor Tucker and carried unanimously by the eight 

members present, with Councilor Hickey being absent for the vote, and Councilor Thomas being 

absent from the meeting. 

 

3. Ordinance (25-008) - 2nd Reading- REZN-11-24-2362: An Ordinance amending the Zoning 

Atlas of the Consolidated Government of Columbus, Georgia, to change certain boundaries of a 

district located at 2311 Fort Benning Road (parcel # 062-037-003) from General Commercial 

(GC) Zoning District to Residential Office (RO) Zoning District. (Planning Department and PAC 

recommend approval.) (Councilor Cogle) Mayor Pro Tem Allen made a motion to adopt the 

ordinance, seconded by Councilor Tucker and carried unanimously by the eight members 

present, with Councilor Hickey being absent for the vote, and Councilor Thomas being absent 

from the meeting. 
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4. 1st Reading- REZN-12-24-2485: An Ordinance amending the Zoning Atlas of the Consolidated 

Government of Columbus, Georgia, to change certain boundaries of a district located at 3114 6th 

Avenue (parcel # 014-032-005) from Residential Multifamily – 2 (RMF2) Zoning District to 

Residential Multifamily – 1 (RMF1) Zoning District with conditions. (Planning Department and 

PAC recommend approval.) (Councilor Garrett) 

(NOTE: The applicant was recognized as present, and the floor was declared open for public 

comment. No public comment and no questions from Council.)  

  

 

5. 1st Reading- REZN-12-24-2514: An Ordinance amending the Zoning Atlas of the Consolidated 

Government of Columbus, Georgia, to change certain boundaries of a district located at 1641 3rd 

Avenue (parcel # 005-006-001) from General Commercial (GC) Zoning District to Uptown 

(UPT) Zoning District with conditions. (Planning Department and PAC recommend approval 

with conditions.) (Councilor Cogle) 

(NOTE: The applicant was recognized as present, and the floor was declared open for public 

comment. No public comment and no questions from Council.)  

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

6. Resolution (031-25): A Resolution authorizing Sunday sales of alcoholic beverages at all on-

premises locations within Columbus, Georgia on Sunday February 9, 2025. (Councilor Tucker) 

Mayor Pro Tem Allen made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Councilor Tucker 

and carried unanimously by the nine members present, with Councilor Thomas being absent from 

the meeting.  

 

7. Resolution (032-25): A Resolution imposing insurance requirements on any vendor contracting 

with any department, board, commission or authority of the consolidated government for vendor 

services, to include the delivery or installation of purchased goods, independent of the Purchasing 

Division of the Finance Department. (Councilors Crabb and Tucker) Mayor Pro Tem Allen made 

a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Councilor Crabb and carried unanimously by 

the nine members present, with Councilor Thomas being absent from the meeting. 

 

PUBLIC AGENDA 

1. Ms. Theresa El-Amin, representing Southern Anti-Racism Network, Re: CCG Elected Officials 

and Staff must be held accountable.  
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CITY MANAGER'S AGENDA 

 

1. Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) GDOT Street Lighting Agreement 

Resolution (033-25): A resolution of the Council of Columbus, Georgia, authorizing the City 

Manager to enter into an agreement with the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) for the 

GDOT P.I. No. 0013373, SR22 @ CR 1505/Bradley Park Drive Diverging Diamond Interchange 

(DDI) on behalf of Columbus, Georgia. Councilor Tucker made a motion to approve the resolution, 

seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Allen and carried unanimously by the nine members present, with 

Councilor Thomas being absent from the meeting. (NOTE: Councilor Crabb was out of the Council 

Chamber at the time this vote was taken and requested her vote reflect in favor; stated for the record 

at the beginning of the Clerk of Council’s Agenda.) 

 

2. Georgia County Internship Program (GCIP) Grant  

Resolution (034-25): A resolution to apply for and accept if awarded a grant of $3,259.50, or as 

otherwise awarded, from the ACCG Civic Affairs Foundation for the Georgia County Internship 

Program (GCIP) and amend the Multi-Governmental Fund by the amount awarded. Mayor Pro Tem 

Allen made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Councilor Hickey and carried 

unanimously by the nine members present, with Councilor Thomas being absent from the meeting. 

(NOTE: Councilor Crabb was out of the Council Chamber at the time this vote was taken and 

requested her vote reflect in favor; stated for the record at the beginning of the Clerk of Council’s 

Agenda.) 

 

3. Juvenile Accountability Court State Grant Request  

Resolution (035-25): A resolution authorizing the City Manager to submit an application to the 

Criminal Justice Coordinating Council for a grant to fund the Muscogee County Juvenile and Family 

Drug Courts in an amount up to $500,000.00 and if awarded, amended the Multi-Governmental Fund 

by the amount of the grant award. There is a 12% local match requirement, and the grant period is 

from July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026. Mayor Pro Tem Allen made a motion to approve the resolution, 

seconded by Councilor Hickey and carried unanimously by the nine members present, with Councilor 

Thomas being absent from the meeting. (NOTE: Councilor Crabb was out of the Council Chamber 

at the time this vote was taken and requested her vote reflect in favor; stated for the record at the 

beginning of the Clerk of Council’s Agenda.) 

 

4. PURCHASES 

A. One (1) Ditch Witch for Public Works Department – Sourcewell Cooperative Contract 

Purchase 

Resolution (036-25): A resolution authorizing the purchase of one (1) Ditch Witch (Charles Machine 

Works, Ditch Witch ST37XA Footings Trencher), for the Public Works Department, from the Charles 

Machine Works, Inc. (Perry, OK) in the amount of $50,982.64. The purchase will be accomplished 

by Cooperative Purchase via Sourcewell Contact #110421-CMW. Councilor Tucker made a motion 

to approve the resolution, seconded by Councilor Hickey and carried unanimously by the nine 

members present, with Councilor Thomas being absent from the meeting. (NOTE: Councilor Crabb 

was out of the Council Chamber at the time this vote was taken and requested her vote reflect in 

favor; stated for the record at the beginning of the Clerk of Council’s Agenda.) 
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B. Golf Carts for Sheriff’s Office 

Resolution (037-25): A resolution authorizing payment to Battery Source (Columbus, GA) in the 

amount of $55,848.65 for the purchase of golf carts for the Sheriff’s Office. Councilor Tucker made 

a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Councilor Hickey and carried unanimously by the 

nine members present, with Councilor Thomas being absent from the meeting. (NOTE: Councilor 

Crabb was out of the Council Chamber at the time this vote was taken and requested her vote reflect 

in favor; stated for the record at the beginning of the Clerk of Council’s Agenda.) 

 

5. UPDATES AND PRESENTATIONS 

A. South Lumpkin Road Streetscape – Kathy Stallard, Senior Project Manager, Heath & 

Lineback 

Engineering Director Lance Beck approached the rostrum to introduce the presentation and 

presenter.  

 

Ms. Kathy Stallard, Senior Project Manager Health & Lineback) came forward to provide the 

presentation on the South Lumpkin Road Streetscape, a TSPLOST funded project that will begin 

North of the roundabout along South Lumpkin Road/Infantry Road and ends at the intersection with 

Victory Drive (SR 1). The key goal of the project is to beautify the corridor, improve pedestrian and 

bicycle accessibility, and calm traffic, with construction scheduled to begin in 2027.  

 

REFERRAL(S): 

FOR THE CITY MANAGER: 

- Provide an explanation of the 3 and 5 lane options and a rendition of the project to educate the 

community.  (Request of Councilor Cogle) 

- Hold 2-3 public meetings to involve the community in the decision between the 3 or 5 lane options. 

(Request of Councilor Cogle) 

 

B. Liberty District Master Plan - Neil Clark, Hecht Burdeshaw Architects, Inc. 

Mr. Neil Clark (Hecht Burdeshaw Architects, Inc.) approached the rostrum to provide a 

presentation on the Liberty District Master Plan. Information was provided on the history of the 

neighborhood, anchor institutions, sites for potential opportunities, and the plans to transform the 

neighborhood into a vibrant and inviting area.  

 

Deputy City Manager Pam Hodge came forward providing information on the public meetings 

scheduled for February 17th and February 19th at the CCG Annex located at 420 10th Street, from 5:00 

p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

REFERRAL(S): 

FOR THE CITY MANAGER: 

- Provide a link to the Master Plan for Council and citizens to access. (Request of Councilor Cogle) 

- Push public meetings out or add additional meetings. (Request of Councilor Cogle) 
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C. Integrated Waste Update - Drale Short, Director, Public Works 

Public Works Director Drale Short approached the rostrum to introduce the presentation and 

presenter.  

 

Mr. Monte Jones, Atlantic Coast Consulting, Inc., approached the rostrum to provide an update on 

the compacity timelines for the Pine Grove Landfill, which he described as “one of the nicest and 

well-run solid waste facilities in the State of Georgia”. The pending vertical expansion modification 

is expected to bring in approximately $61,000,000 in revenue from additional MSW airspace and 

increase the life expectancy of the landfill by approximately 17 years.  

 

Finance Director Angelica Alexander approached the rostrum to provide information on the 

funding needed for the new landfill cell. Two options were presented, Option A: $8 million loan from 

the General Fund with a commitment to repay the loan over time by increasing garbage fee beginning 

July 1, 2025 (FY26); Option B: using approximately $8 million of General Fund Reserves 

(approximately 12 reserve days) to subsidize the Integrated Waste Fund. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Allen made a motion to authorize Option A, seconded by Councilor Huff and 

opened for further discussion. Mayor Pro Tem Allen later withdrew his motion.  

 

REFERRAL(S): 

FOR THE CITY MANAGER: 

- Provide a layout of the payment plan for Option A for the length of the loan. (Request of Councilor 

Tucker) 

 

 

BID ADVERTISEMENT 

DATE:  February 11, 2025 

TO: Mayor and Councilors 

FROM: Finance Department 

SUBJECT: Advertised Bids/RFPs/RFQs 

February 19, 2025 

1. Business License Tax/Revenue Collection Services – RFP No. 25-0015 

Scope of RFP 

Columbus Consolidated Government is requesting proposals to establish a contract for the consulting 

services to provide business license tax/revenue collection services for the city.   

The contract term shall be for three (3) years with an option to renew for five (5) additional twelve-

month periods. 
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CLERK OF COUNCIL’S AGENDA 

ENCLOSURES - ACTION REQUESTED 

1. Email from Attorney Jack P. Schley, requesting the seat of Ernest Smallman be declared vacant 

on the Hospital Authority of Columbus. Mayor Pro Tem Allen made a motion to declare this seat 

as vacant, seconded by Councilor Tucker and carried unanimously by the nine members present, 

wi8th Councilor Thomas being absent from the meeting.  

 

2. Letter from Mr. Doug Jefcoat, resigning from his seat on the Board of Zoning Appeals. Councilor 

Crabb made a motion to receive the resignation with regrets, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Allen 

and carried unanimously by the nine members present, with Councilor Thomas being absent from 

the meeting.  

 

3. Travel Authorization Request for Councilor Bruce Huff to attend the ACCG Annual Conference 

during the month of April 2025. Councilor Tucker made a motion to approve the request, 

seconded by Councilor Hickey and carried unanimously by the nine members present, with 

Councilor Thomas being absent from the meeting. 

 

4. Minutes of the following boards: 

Audit Committee, November 20, 2024 

Board of Tax Assessors, 02-25 and 03-25 

Mayor Pro Tem Allen made a motion to receive the minutes of various boards, seconded by Councilor 

Garrett and carried unanimously by the nine members present, with Councilor Thomas being absent 

from the meeting. 

 

5. RESOLUTION (038-25) – A resolution excusing Councilor Judy W. Thomas from the February 

11, 2025, Council Meeting. (Add-On) Councilor Crabb made a motion to approve the resolution, 

seconded by Councilor Hickey and carried unanimously by the nine members present, with 

Councilor Thomas being absent from the meeting. 

 

6. Travel Authorization Request for Councilor Toyia Tucker to attend the ACCG Annual 

Conference during the month of April 2025. (Add-On) Councilor Hickey made a motion to 

approve the request, seconded by Councilor Crabb and carried unanimously by the nine members 

present, with Councilor Thomas being absent from the meeting. 

 

BOARD APPOINTMENTS - ACTION REQUESTED 

7. COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS- READY FOR CONFIRMATION: 

 

A. BOARD OF TAX ASSESSORS: Doug Jefcoat was nominated to fill the unexpired term of 

the late Trey Carmack. (Councilor Crabb’s nominee) Term expires: December 31, 2025. 

Councilor Crabb made a motion for confirmation, seconded by Councilor Hickey and carried 

unanimously by the nine members present, with Councilor Thomas being absent from the 

meeting. 
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B. BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS: Alissa Neal was nominated to fill the unexpired term of 

Alfred Hayes, Jr. (Councilor Crabb’s nominee) Term expires: March 31, 2026. Councilor 

Crabb made a motion for confirmation, seconded by Councilor Hickey and carried 

unanimously by the nine members present, with Councilor Thomas being absent from the 

meeting. 

 

8. MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS – ANY NOMINATIONS MAY BE CONFIRMED FOR 

THIS MEETING: 

 

A. BUILDING AUTHORITY OF COLUMBUS: 

 

A nominee for the seat of Renee Sturkie (Eligible to succeed) for a term expiring on March 24, 2025, 

on the Building Authority of Columbus. (Mayor’s Appointment). There were none.  

 

 

B. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL: 

 

A nominee for the seat of Anthony Montgomery (Eligible to succeed) for a term expiring on March 

25, 2025, on the Community Development Advisory Council (Mayor’s Appointment). There were 

none.  

 

A nominee for the seat of Denise M. Cambridge (Eligible to succeed) for the term expiring on the 

March 25, 2025, on the Community Development Advisory Council (Mayor’s Appointment). There 

were none.  

 

A nominee for the seat of Benjamin Link (Eligible to succeed) for the term expiring on the March 25, 

2025, on the Community Development Advisory Council (Mayor’s Appointment). There were none.  

 

 

C. CRIME PREVENTION BOARD: 

 

A nominee for the seat of Danny Arencibia (Eligible to succeed) for a term expiring on March 31, 

2025, as the Chairperson on the Crime Prevention Board (Mayor’s Appointment). Mayor Henderson 

renominated Danny Arencibia to serve another term. Mayor Pro Tem Allen made a motion for 

confirmation, seconded by Councilor Tucker and carried unanimously by the nine members present, 

with Councilor Thomas being absent from the meeting.   

 

A nominee for the seat of Rocky Marsh (Eligible to succeed) for a term expiring on March 31, 2025, 

as the Fort Moore Liaison on the Crime Prevention Board (Mayor’s Appointment). Mayor Henderson 

renominated Rocky Marsh to serve another term. Mayor Pro Tem Allen made a motion for 

confirmation, seconded by Councilor Tucker and carried unanimously by the nine members present, 

with Councilor Thomas being absent from the meeting.   

 

A nominee for the seat of Dr. Angela Vickers (Not Eligible to succeed) for a term expiring on March 

31, 2025, as the Education Community Representative on the Crime Prevention Board (Mayor’s 

Appointment). There were none.  

 

A nominee for the seat of Assistant Chief Joyce Dent-Fitzpatrick (Not Eligible to succeed) for a term 

expiring on March 31, 2025, as the Law Enforcement Agency Representative on the Crime Prevention 

Board (Mayor’s Appointment). Mayor Henderson nominated Sergeant (CPD) Angela Florence to 

succeed Assistant Chief Joyce Dent-Fitzpatrick. Mayor Pro Tem Allen made a motion for 

confirmation, seconded by Councilor Tucker and carried unanimously by the nine members present, 

with Councilor Thomas being absent from the meeting.   
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9. COUNCIL’S APPOINTMENTS – ANY NOMINATIONS MAY BE CONFIRMED FOR 

THIS MEETING: 

 

A. CIVIC CENTER ADVISORY BOARD: 

 

A nominee for the seat of Charles E. Huff, Jr. (Eligible to succeed) for a term expiring on March 1, 

2025, on the Civic Center Advisory Board. (District 1 – Hickey). There were none.  

 

A nominee for the seat of Daniel T. Woodward (Eligible to succeed) for a term expiring on March 1, 

2025, on the Civic Center Advisory Board. (District 2 – Davis). There were none.  

 

A nominee for the seat of Gregory Blue (Eligible to succeed) for a term expiring on March 1, 2025, 

on the Civic Center Advisory Board. (District 3 – Huff). There were none.  

 

A nominee for the seat of Terrance T. Little, Sr. (Eligible to succeed) for a term expiring on March 

1, 2025, on the Civic Center Advisory Board. (District 4 – Tucker). There were none. Councilor 

Tucker renominated Terrance T. Little, Sr. to serve another term. Councilor Tucker made a motion 

for confirmation, seconded by Councilor Crabb and carried unanimously by the nine members 

present, with Councilor Thomas being absent from the meeting.  

 

A nominee for the seat of Romeo Byll (Eligible to succeed) for a term expiring on March 1, 2025, on 

the Civic Center Advisory Board. (District 7 – Cogle). There were none.  

 

A nominee for the seat of Johnson Trawick (Eligible to succeed) for a term expiring on March 1, 

2025, on the Civic Center Advisory Board. (District 8 – Garrett). There were none.  

 

 

10. COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS- ANY NOMINATIONS WOULD BE LISTED FOR THE 

NEXT MEETING: 

A. BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS: 

 

A nominee for the seat of Shaun Roberts (Eligible to succeed) for a term expiring on March 31, 2025, 

on the Board of Zoning Appeals. (Council’s Appointment). There were none.  

 

 

B. BUILDING AUTHORITY OF COLUMBUS: 

 

A nominee for the seat of Johnny W. Byrd, II (Eligible to succeed) for a term expiring on March 24, 

2025, on the Building Authority of Columbus. (Council’s Appointment). Councilor Huff renominated 

Johnny W. Byrd, II to serve another term.  

 

A nominee for the seat of Tyler R. Martindill (Eligible to succeed) for a term expiring on March 24, 

2025, on the Building Authority of Columbus. (Council’s Appointment). There were none.  

 

 

C. COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CULTURAL LIAISON 

ENCOUNTERS (CIRCLE): 

 

A nominee for the seat of Samantha Wooden (Eligible to succeed) for a term expiring on March 1, 

2025, on the Commission on International Relations and Cultural Liaison Encounters. (Council’s 

Appointment). There were none.  
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A nominee for the seat of Natasha Banks (Eligible to succeed) for a term expiring on March 1, 2025, 

on the Commission on International Relations and Cultural Liaison Encounters. (Council’s 

Appointment). Councilor Tucker renominated Natasha Banks to serve another term.  

 
 

D. CRIME PREVENTION BOARD: 

 

A nominee for the seat of Ericka N. Cottingham (Eligible to succeed) for a term expiring on March 

31, 2025, as the Senatorial District 29 Representative on the Crime Prevention Board (Council’s 

Appointment). Councilor Tucker renominated Ericka N. Cottingham to serve another term.  

 

A nominee for the seat of Marcus Gibson (Not Eligible to succeed) for a term expiring on March 31, 

2025, as the Senatorial District 15 Representative on the Crime Prevention Board (Council’s 

Appointment). There were none.  

 

A nominee for the seat of Lane Jimmerson (Not Eligible to succeed) for a term expiring on March 31, 

2025, on the Crime Prevention Board (Council’s Appointment). There were none.  

 

 

E. PERSONNEL REVIEW BOARD: 

 

A nominee for the seat of Dennis Walsh (Not Eligible to succeed) for a term expiring on December 

31, 2024, as Alternate Member 1 on the Personnel Review Board (Council’s Appointment). There 

were none.  

 

A nominee for the seat of Willie L. Belfield, Jr. (Appointed to Regular Member seat) for a term 

expiring on December 31, 2024, as Alternate Member 2 on the Personnel Review Board (Council’s 

Appointment). There were none.  

 

A nominee for the seat of Donna D. Baker (Appointed to Regular Member seat) for a term expiring 

on December 31, 2024, as Alternate Member 3 on the Personnel Review Board (Council’s 

Appointment). There were none.   

 

 
F. PLANNING ADVISORY COMMISSION: 

 

A nominee for the seat of Dr. Xavier McCaskey (Not Eligible to Succeed) for a term expiring on 

March 31, 2025, on the Planning Advisory Commission (Council’s Appointment). There were none.  

 

A nominee for the seat of Ralph King (Not Eligible to Succeed) for a term expiring on March 31, 

2025, on the Planning Advisory Commission (Council’s Appointment). There were none. 

 

A nominee for the seat of Larry Derby (Not Eligible to Succeed) for a term expiring on March 31, 

2025, on the Planning Advisory Commission (Council’s Appointment). There were none. 

 

 

G. VALLEY PARTNERSHIP JOINT DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY: 

 

A nominee for the seat of Monte Galbraith (Resigned) for a term expiring on June 30, 2026, on the 

Valley Partnership Joint Development Authority (Council’s Appointment). There were none.  
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EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

Mayor Henderson entertained a motion to go into executive session to discuss matters of personnel 

as requested by City Attorney Fay earlier in the meeting. Mayor Pro Tem Allen made a motion to go 

into Executive Session, seconded by Councilor Hickey and carried unanimously by the nine members 

present, with Councilor Thomas being absent from the meeting, and the time being 1:35 p.m.       

 

The Regular Meeting reconvened at 2:11 p.m., at which time, Mayor Henderson announced that the 

Council did meet in Executive Session to discuss matters of personnel; however, there were no votes 

taken. 

 

 

 
With there being no further business to discuss, Mayor Henderson entertained a motion for 

adjournment. Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Allen to adjourn the February 11, 2025 Regular Council 

Meeting, seconded by Councilor Cogle and carried unanimously by the nine members present, with 

Councilor Thomas being absent from the meeting, and the time being 2:12 p.m.  

 

 

___________________________ 

Lindsey G. McLemore 

Deputy Clerk of Council 

Council of Columbus, Georgia 
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File Attachments for Item:

2. Office of Crime Prevention Update – Seth Brown, Director of Crime Prevention and Natre’L 

Payne, Administrative Assistant to the Mayor
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 Danny Arencibia, Chair

 Dr. Angela Vickers - Education

 Dr. Rocky Marsh – Ft. Moore

 Asst. Chief Joyce Fitzpatrick - LE

 Dr. Marcus Gibson

 Lane Jimmerson

 Erika Cottingham
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1. Recreation

2. Education

3. Drug & Alcohol Prevention

4. Employment

5. Community Policing
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Juvenile Drug Court - $67,300

F.A.S.T. program from The Family 
Center - $50,000

Mental Health Court – $88,060

Non-Violent Felony Re-entry 
Program from Columbus Technical 
College - $70,000

Out of School Program from 
Columbus State University - 
$89,505
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 Lets Grow Steam Race Program  Lets Grow Steam Inc.   Teen Advisors 

 Open Door   CSO Making Music Matter   Building Wellness   Literacy Alliance 

 F.L.O.W.   Second Chance   Columbus Technical College Omega Lambda 

 Kappa Alpha Service for Humanity   Office of Dispute   Boyz 2 Men   

 Truth Springs Jobs for Life   Micah’s Promise   Clement Arts

 LifeBridge Children 1st  Columbus Scholars  Boys and Girls Club

  Emmanuel Prep  Georgia Works  CCC  CCO  Columbus Dream Center

 Corta  East Carver  F.A.I.T.H.  Focus Program  Girls Inc.  Hope Harbour

 Life Bridge  NFOAAY  Overflo  Right from the Start  Springer  Urban League

 Turn Around Columbus  Whole Person  Wright Fit  Young Life 
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 CSU-EYC

 465 children

 87% increased in math and reading grades

 All students increased in speaking effectively and conflict resolution.

 East Carver Boxwood Recreation Center

 Vandalism has stopped and reduction in Part 1 Crime

 Numerous activities that have involved law enforcement agencies

 Several churches and civic groups partnered

 Springer – PAIR (Professional Arts Integration Resource)

 3000 through Fox and South Columbus Elementary

 Team building

 Less violence and office referrals

 Conflict resolution and new type of learning

 Significant decrease of violence toward students and 
disciplinary referrals

 Atlanta schools are bringing them in to teach them
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 F.A.S.T. program from The Family Center
 450 children and adults
 68% increase in school involvement by the family
 32% decrease in family conflict
 72% improvement in improved family functioning
 31% improvement in school and home behavior

 Matthews Promise Academy
 219 children enrolled in the program 98% $10,000 and under
 Reading and academic enrichment classes
 98% are reading at or above grade level
 100% moved on to the next grade
 67% participated in music lessons….proven to increase cognitive 

abilities

 N.F.O.A.A.Y.
 100+ students enrolled in after school tutoring in 
 Warren Williams and Elizabeth Canty homes.
 No children enrolled have had to attend any tribunals.
 School attendance has dramatically increased.
 Juvenile conflicts have dramatically decreased in E. Canty.
 All participants have seen an increase in CRCT scores. - Page 32 -
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 Hope Harbour
 121 events in 2024

 6111 participants – adults and youth

 Darkness to Light – Building Wellness
 300 adults trained to date

 Men Act This Way
 460 boys mentored in 2024, within 15 schools

 25% received academic honors and awards

 15% served in leadership roles within school

 2.5% had negative behavior within school

 568 volunteer hours

 This Works & FLOW
 950 kids within the program, 914 promoted = 96% promotion rate

 All were Tier 2 or Tier 3 students
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 Teen Advisors - Ignite
 65 4/5 grade students from 3 schools
 Conflict resolution and anti-bullying techniques
 Creating mentors for entire school populations.
 Students enrolled saw increased attendance, reduced office referrals and increased grades

 Girls Inc.
 Worked with over 1,800 girls in 6-18
 None of the participants have become pregnant or involved in drugs, 100% HS 

graduation 
 Stride Academy – language and math skills
 Literacy programming – 166 girls completed
 College Readiness

 Middle School and High School took tours of colleges – 99% plan to attend
 Financial Literacy training
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 Juvenile Drug Court
 Ankle bracelet Monitoring 3416 days = $17,080.00 

compared to YDC @ $652,456.00
 352 in home counseling visits to extreme high risk 

participants
 38 Psych evals conducted to determine needs of 

participants
 15% recidivism rate in comparison to a 47% recidivism rate 

for standard procedures

 Mental Health Court 
 281 participants
 87% drop in jail days
 64% remained free of the judicial system

 Adult Drug Court
 50 participants
 $2,500,000 savings per year
 64% remained free of the judicial system- Page 35 -
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 Columbus Tech - GDAC
 83 adults

 87% employed

 $300,000 annually in wages 

 Individuals transitioning directly from prison into the 
Transition Center

 State Representatives discussed taking the program to Gov. 
Deal and expansion was discussed.

 Columbus Technical College Workforce Training
 17 students earned the Forklift Safety Certification

 17 students earned the OSHA-10 Hour General Safety Certification

 12 students scheduled for the Janitorial Custodial Technician Certification

 20 students scheduled for the Basic Construction 50-HR Certification

 6 students scheduled for the Basic Welding 60-HR Certification
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 Copper Theft Task Force
 89% decrease in copper theft

 Educational awareness to business owners and general 
public

 Neighborhood Association/Watch
 Increased number of watches and associations

 Continue to work with Neighborhoods
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File Attachments for Item:

4. Muskogee Project Presentation – Paul Pierce, Springer Opera House
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15th Century Map
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AMANDA RUTLAND - SCENIC ARTIST
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LEA McCORMICK - COSTUME DESIGNER
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TARA MOSES - DIRECTOR
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MARY KATHRYN NAGLE
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Mary Kathryn Nagle & Muscogee Ambassador Jonodev Osceola Chaudhuri
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File Attachments for Item:

1. 2nd Reading- REZN-12-24-2485: An Ordinance amending the Zoning Atlas of the 

Consolidated Government of Columbus, Georgia, to change certain boundaries of a district 

located at 3114 6th Avenue (parcel # 014-032-005) from Residential Multifamily – 2 (RMF2) 

Zoning District to Residential Multifamily – 1 (RMF1) Zoning District with conditions. 

(Planning Department and PAC recommend approval.) (Councilor Garrett)
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AN ORDINANCE 

 

NO. ________                 

 

          An Ordinance amending the Zoning Atlas of the Consolidated Government of 

Columbus, Georgia, to change certain boundaries of a district located at 3114 6th 

Avenue (parcel # 014-032-005) from Residential Multifamily – 2 (RMF2) Zoning 

District to Residential Multifamily – 1 (RMF1) Zoning District with conditions.  

 

THE COUNCIL OF COLUMBUS, GEORGIA, HEREBY ORDAINS AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. 

 

 The Zoning Atlas on file with the Planning Department is hereby amended by 

changing the property described below from Residential Multifamily – 2 (RMF2) 

Zoning District to Residential Multifamily – 1 (RMF1) Zoning District with conditions. 

 

“All that tract or parcel of land being Lot 5, Block "1", Belmont Homestead, 

as shown on plat recorded in Deed Book 91, Page 7, Muscogee County, 

Georgia records, being more particularly describes as follows: Commence 

at an iron stake marking the intersection of the southerly line of 32nd Street 

and the easterly line of 6th Avenue; thence southerly along the easterly line 

of 6th Avenue, 80.0 feet to an iron stake and the POINT OF BEGINNING; 

thence leaving the easterly line of 6th Avenue, South 82 degrees 57 minutes 

10 seconds East, 125.01 feet to an iron stake; thence South 04 degrees 07 

minutes 15 seconds West, 40.0 feet to an iron stake; thence North 82 degrees 

57 minutes 21 seconds West, 125.12 feet to an iron stake on the easterly line 

of 6th Avenue; thence North 04 degrees 16 minutes 26 seconds East, along 

the easterly line of 6th Avenue, 40.0 feet to an iron stake and the POINT 

OF BEGNINING, containing 0.11 Acres.” 

 

Section 2. 

 

 The property described above is rezoned subject to the following conditions:  

1. Minimum lot size of 4,500 square feet 

2. Minimum lot width of 40 feet 

 

________________________ 

 

Introduced at a regular meeting of the Council of Columbus, Georgia held on the 11th 

day of February, 2025; introduced a second time at a regular meeting of said Council 

held on the _____ day of ______________, 2025 and adopted at said meeting by the 

affirmative vote of _____ members of said Council. 

 

Councilor Allen  voting _______ 

Councilor Chambers voting ______ 

Councilor Cogle voting _______ 

Councilor Crabb  voting  _______ 

Councilor Davis  voting _______ 
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Councilor Garrett  voting  _______ 

Councilor Hickey  voting  _______ 

Councilor Huff  voting  _______ 

Councilor Thomas  voting  _______ 

Councilor Tucker  voting  _______ 

  

 

 

 

______________________                                        ___________________________                                             

  Lindsey G. McLemore                                                B. H. “Skip” Henderson, III 
   Deputy Clerk of Council               Mayor 
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COUNCIL 
STAFF REPORT 

 
REZN-12-24-2485 

 

Applicant: Truth Spring Real Estate  

Owner: Truth Spring Real Estate 

Location: 3114 6th Avenue 

Parcel: 014-032-005  

Acreage: 0.11 Acres  

Current Zoning Classification: Residential Multifamily – 2  

Proposed Zoning Classification: Residential Multifamily – 1 

Proposed Conditions: 1. Minimum lot size of 4,500 square feet 
 2. Minimum lot width of 40 feet 

Current Use of Property: Vacant 

Proposed Use of Property: Single Family Residential 

Council District: District 8 (Garrett) 

PAC Recommendation: Approval based on the Staff Report and 
compatibility with existing land uses. 

Planning Department Recommendation: Approval based on compatibility with existing land 
uses. 

Fort Moore’s Recommendation: N/A 
 
DRI Recommendation: N/A 
 
General Land Use: Consistent 
 Planning Area F 
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Current Land Use Designation:  Multifamily Residential 

Future Land Use Designation: Single Family Residential 

Compatible with Existing Land-Uses: Yes 

Environmental Impacts: The property does not lie within the floodway and 
floodplain area.  The developer will need an 
approved drainage plan prior to issuance of a Site 
Development permit, if a permit is required. 

City Services: Property is served by all city services. 

Traffic Engineering: This site shall meet the Codes and regulations of 
the Columbus Consolidated Government for 
residential usage. 

 
Surrounding Zoning: North    Residential Multifamily – 2 (RMF2) 
 South    Residential Multifamily – 2 (RMF2) 
 East    Residential Multifamily – 2 (RMF2) 
 West   Residential Multifamily – 1 (RMF1) 

Reasonableness of Request: The request is compatible with existing land uses. 

School Impact: N/A 

Buffer Requirement: N/A 

Attitude of Property Owners: Forty (40) property owners within 300 feet of the 
subject properties were notified of the rezoning 
request. The Planning Department received no calls 
and/or emails regarding the rezoning. 

 Approval 0 Responses 
 Opposition 0 Responses 
 
Additional Information:  Purpose is to build a single-family home. 
 
Attachments: Aerial Land Use Map 
 Location Map 
 Zoning Map 
 Existing Land Use Map 
 Future Land Use Map 
 Flood Map 
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File Attachments for Item:

2. 2nd Reading-  REZN-12-24-2514: An Ordinance amending the Zoning Atlas of the 

Consolidated Government of Columbus, Georgia, to change certain boundaries of a district 

located at 1641 3rd Avenue (parcel # 005-006-001) from General Commercial (GC) Zoning 

District to Uptown (UPT) Zoning District with conditions. (Planning Department and PAC 

recommend approval with conditions.) (Councilor Cogle)
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AN ORDINANCE 

 

NO. ________                 

 

          An Ordinance amending the Zoning Atlas of the Consolidated Government of 

Columbus, Georgia, to change certain boundaries of a district located at 1641 3rd 

Avenue (parcel # 005-006-001) from General Commercial (GC) Zoning District to 

Uptown (UPT) Zoning District with conditions.  

 

THE COUNCIL OF COLUMBUS, GEORGIA, HEREBY ORDAINS AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. 

 

 The Zoning Atlas on file with the Planning Department is hereby amended by 

changing the property described below from General Commercial (GC) Zoning District 

to Uptown (UPT) Zoning District. 

 

“All that tract or parcel of land situate, lying and being in Columbus, 

Muscogee County, Georgia, and being known and designated as PART OF 

BLOCK 3, COMMONS, being more particularly shown upon a map or plat 

of said property entitled "Survey of Part of Block 3, Commons, Columbus, 

Muscogee County, Georgia", prepared by Moon, Meeks & Patrick, Inc., 

dated August 2, 1976, revised August 9, 1976, a copy of which map or plat 

is recorded in Plat Book 62, Folio 59, in the Office of the Clerk of the 

Superior Court of Muscogee County, Georgia, to which reference is made 

for the particular location and dimensions of said property. 

 

LESS AND EXCEPT; All that tract or parcel of land lying and being in 

Muscogee County, Georgia, being more particularly described as follows: 

Beginning at a point 65.000 feet right of and opposite Station 122+96.750 

on the construction centerline of Second Avenue-on Georgia Highway 

Project No. NH-004-1(52). From said point of beginning, thence North 00 

degrees 41 minutes 08 seconds East for 177 .513 feet to a point on the 

boundary; thence South 89 degrees 35 minutes 24 seconds East for 3.187 

feet to a point on the boundary; thence South 0 1 degree 42 minutes 50 

seconds West for 177.557 feet to the Point of Beginning. Containing 0.006 

acres. Said property is also shown in that certain Right-of-Way Deed dated 

February 24, 1995 and recorded in Deed Book 4201, Page 221, aforesaid 

records.” 

 

Section 2. 

 

 The property described above is rezoned subject to the following condition:  

1. Allow a 22’ drive aisle and 18’ depth spaces on 2nd Avenue Alley. 

 

________________________ 
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 Introduced at a regular meeting of the Council of Columbus, Georgia held on 

the 11th day of February, 2025; introduced a second time at a regular meeting of said 

Council held on the _____ day of ______________, 2025 and adopted at said 

meeting by the affirmative vote of _____ members of said Council. 

 

Councilor Allen  voting _______ 

Councilor Chambers voting ______ 

Councilor Cogle voting _______ 

Councilor Crabb  voting  _______ 

Councilor Davis  voting _______ 

Councilor Garrett  voting  _______ 

Councilor Hickey  voting  _______ 

Councilor Huff  voting  _______ 

Councilor Thomas  voting  _______ 

Councilor Tucker  voting  _______ 

  

 

 

 

______________________                           ___________________________                                             

   Lindsey G. McLemore                                   B. H. “Skip” Henderson, III 
    Deputy Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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COUNCIL 
STAFF REPORT 

 
REZN-12-24-2514 

 

Applicant: Columbus, GA Pickleball Assoc., Inc 

Owner: Columbus, GA Pickleball Assoc., Inc  

Location: 1641 3rd Avenue 

Parcel: 005-006-001  

Acreage: 1.96 Acres  

Current Zoning Classification: General Commercial  

Proposed Zoning Classification: Uptown 

Proposed Conditions: 1. Allow a 22’ drive aisle and 18’ depth spaces on 
the 2nd Avenue Alley. 

Current Use of Property: Vacant  

Proposed Use of Property: Recreational Pickleball Courts/Facility  

Council District: District 7 (Cogle) 

PAC Recommendation: Approval based on the Staff Report and 
compatibility with existing zoning district. 

Planning Department Recommendation: Approval based on compatibility with existing 
zoning district. 

Fort Moore’s Recommendation: N/A 
 
DRI Recommendation: N/A 
 
General Land Use: Consistent 
 Planning Area F 
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Current Land Use Designation:  Public/Institutional 

Future Land Use Designation: Office/Professional 

Compatible with Existing Land-Uses: No 

Environmental Impacts: The property does not lie within the floodway and 
floodplain area.  The developer will need an 
approved drainage plan prior to issuance of a Site 
Development permit, if a permit is required. 

City Services: Property is served by all city services. 

Traffic Engineering: This site shall meet the Codes and regulations of 
the Columbus Consolidated Government for 
commercial usage. 

Surrounding Zoning: North General Commercial (GC) 
South Uptown (UPT) 
East General Commercial (GC) 
West Special Activity  and Technical Center (SAC) 

Reasonableness of Request: The request is compatible with existing land uses. 

School Impact: N/A 

Buffer Requirement: N/A 

Attitude of Property Owners: Twenty (20)  property owners within 300 feet of 
the subject properties were notified of the 
rezoning request. The Planning Department 
received no calls and/or emails regarding the 
rezoning. 

Approval 0 Responses 
Opposition 0 Responses 

Additional Information: 

Attachments: 

28 pickleball courts, 131 parking spaces and 
buildings for office, maintenance and restrooms. 

Aerial Land Use Map 
Location Map 
Zoning Map 
Existing Land Use Map 
Future Land Use Map 
Flood Map  
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File Attachments for Item:

3. 1st Reading-  An ordinance adopting a new Article XXIII of Chapter 2 of the Columbus Code

to create a Sports & Entertainment facilities Authority; and for other purposes. (Continued on 1st

Reading from 10-8-24.)(Councilors Cogle, Davis, and Garrett)
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  PROPOSED SUBSTITUTE 

AN ORDINANCE 

                                NO.  

 

An Ordinance adopting a new Article XXIII of Chapter 2 of the Columbus Code to create 

a Sports & Entertainment facilities Authority; and for other purposes. 

 

SECTION 1. 

A new Article XXIII of Chapter 2 of the Columbus Code is hereby adopted which shall 

read as follows: 

 

  

ARTICLE XXIII. COLUMBUS SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT FACILITIES AUTHORITY

“Sec . 2-298. Created; purpose. 

There is hereby created, as of July 1,2025, a subordinate branch of the consolidated government, a 
Columbus Sports & Entertainment Facilities Authority to supervise the managers and employees and the 
buildings and grounds and operations of the Columbus Civic Center, the Columbus Ice Rink, AJ McClung 
Stadium, and the South Commons Softball Complex, (“the Facilities”). Title to the real and personal property 
of the Facilities shall remain with the consolidated government of Columbus, Georgia; provided however, the 
authority may dispose of any personal property or moveable equipment obtained in the course of its 
operations as it determines to be appropriate upon recommendation of the executive director. The Council of 
Columbus, Georgia, may pass any ordinances which it deems necessary to regulate the duties and activities 
and policies of the authority.  

Sec. 2-299. Memberships; terms, compensation, qualifications, oath. 

The authority shall consist of nine voting members. One member each will represent the Trade Center, 
the River Center, CVB, the Sports Council, and the Golf Authority. Each such member will be recommended by 
their governing board and confirmed by the Columbus Council. In addition, there will one voting member 
representing each of the following professions: 1) a commercial businessperson, 2) a CPA, 3) a 
Corporate/Employment attorney, and 4) a person with a marketing background.  The attorney and the CPA 
shall be nominated by the Mayor and confirmed by Council, and the commercial business person and person 
with marketing background shall be nominated and confirmed by Council. 

The voting members will serve for terms of three years, beginning with staggered term of one year for 
one of the original members, of two years for two of the original members, and of three years for two more 
of the original members. Voting Members shall be eligible to succeed themselves once, and they shall serve 
without compensation and at the pleasure of the Columbus Council. Each member shall serve until his 
successor is duly qualified, and former members who have served two successive terms shall be eligible for re-
appointment to the authority after the expiration of a full three-year period during which such former 
members do not serve as members of the authority. Each member shall be a qualified voter in Columbus, 
Georgia; and, before assuming the duties of office, each member shall take the oath prescribed for board 
members serving the consolidated government.  
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 Five non-voting ex officio members will selected as follows: 1) the Director of Parks and Recreation, or 
his/her designee, 2)  a member of Law Enforcement nominated by the Mayor and confirmed by Council, 3) the 
Director of the consolidated government  IT Department or his/her designee, 4) a Deputy City Manager as 
designated by the City Manager, and 5) Director of the Department of Inspections and Code, or his/her 
designee, and 6) the Fort Moore Garrison Command or his or her designee. 

Sec. 2-300. Operational procedures. 

A majority of the authority shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, and a majority vote 
of the entire membership shall be necessary to take any action. The authority shall hold regular meetings under 
such rules and at such times and places as it deems appropriate, and the authority shall keep a written record 
of its meetings and any other of its transactions.  

Sec. 2-301. Powers and duties. 

The authority shall maintain the physical plant and conduct the operations of the Facilities so as to best 
realize its potential for commercial or cultural or civic or convention activities. The authority shall control the 
management and employees of the Facilities in the manner hereinafter prescribed. Within the budgetary 
limitations prescribed by the Columbus Council, the authority shall have the power to enter into contracts for 
the purpose of improving or repairing the Facilities, the power to enter into contracts for the usage of the 
center, and the power to obtain goods or services connected with the upkeep or use of the Facilities.  

Sec. 2-302. Manager and employees. 

 

Management of the daily operations of the Facilities shall be vested in the Executive Director of the 
Columbus, Georgia Sports and Entertainment Facilities Authority who will be appointed by the authority and 
who shall serve at the pleasure of the authority. The manager, with the approval of the authority and within 
the budget approved by the Columbus Council, shall hire and supervise whatever supervisors and employees 
are necessary for overseeing the management of the Facilities and otherwise conducting the affairs of the 
Authority; such supervisors and employees shall be in the merit system of the consolidated government and 
shall be governed by the same salaries and benefits and rights which accrue to merit system employees of the 
consolidated government.  

Sec. 2-303. Budget. 

In each fiscal year the authority shall submit a budget to the mayor of Columbus, who shall forward this 
budget to the Columbus Council along with the separate budget which the mayor submits for the consolidated 
government. The council shall act on the separate budget submitted by the authority in the same manner that 
it acts upon the general budget of the consolidated government. The budget to cover the activities of the 
Columbus Civic Center Authority shall be designed to maximize the revenue producing potential of the center, 
but necessary supplemental funds from the general fund shall be provided in order to prevent the impairment 
of any of the functions of the center; any excess of revenue over expenses which the operation of the center 
generates will be placed in the general fund of the consolidated government. “ 
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SECTION 2. 

 

 All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby 

repealed. 

 

__________________________________ 

 Introduced at a regular meeting of the Council of Columbus, Georgia held on the 8th day 

of October, 2024; continued on first reading at a regular meeting on February 25th, 2025; and 

introduced on second reading at a regular meeting of said Council held on the _____ day of  

_______, 2025 and adopted at said meeting by the affirmative vote of _____ members of said 

Council. 

 

Councilor Allen  voting  _______ 

Councilor Chambers voting  _______ 

Councilor Cogle voting ________ 

Councilor Crabb  voting  _______ 

Councilor Davis  voting _______ 

Councilor Garrett  voting  _______ 

Councilor Hickey               voting ________ 

Councilor Huff  voting  _______ 

Councilor Thomas  voting  _______ 

Councilor Tucker  voting  _______ 

 

______________________                           ___________________________                                             

         Sandra T Davis                                       B. H. “Skip” Henderson, III 
          Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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AN ORDINANCE 

                                NO.  

 

An Ordinance adopting a new Article XXIII of Chapter 2 of the Columbus Code to create 

a Sports & Entertainment facilities Authority; and for other purposes. 

 

SECTION 1. 

A new Article XXIII of Chapter 2 of the Columbus Code is hereby adopted which shall 

read as follows: 

 

  

ARTICLE XXIII. COLUMBUS SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT FACILITIES AUTHORITY

“Sec . 2-298. Created; purpose. 

There is hereby created, as of July 1,2025, a subordinate branch of the consolidated government, a 
Columbus Sports & Entertainment Facilities Authority to supervise the managers and employees and the 
buildings and grounds and operations of the Columbus Civic Center, the Columbus Ice Rink, Liberty Theatre 
and Cultural Arts Center, AJ McClung Stadium, and the South Commons Softball Complex, (“the Facilities”). 
Title to the real and personal property of the Facilities shall remain with the consolidated government of 
Columbus, Georgia; provided however, the authority may dispose of any personal property or moveable 
equipment obtained in the course of its operations as it determines to be appropriate upon recommendation 
of the executive director. The Council of Columbus, Georgia, may pass any ordinances which it deems 
necessary to regulate the duties and activities and policies of the authority.  

Sec. 2-299. Memberships; terms, compensation, qualifications, oath. 

The authority shall consist of five members nominated by the mayor of Columbus, Georgia and 
appointed by the council, the members of which will serve for terms of three years, beginning with staggered 
term of one year for one of the original members, of two years for two of the original members, and of three 
years for two more of the original members. Members shall be eligible to succeed themselves once, and they 
shall serve without compensation and at the pleasure of the Columbus Council. Each member shall serve until 
his successor is duly qualified, and former members who have served two successive terms shall be eligible for 
re-appointment to the authority after the expiration of a full three-year period during which such former 
members do not serve as members of the authority. Each member shall be a qualified voter in Columbus, 
Georgia; and, before assuming the duties of office, each member shall take the oath prescribed for board 
members serving the consolidated government.  

Sec. 2-300. Operational procedures. 

A majority of the authority shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, and a majority vote 
of the entire membership shall be necessary to take any action. The authority shall hold regular meetings under 
such rules and at such times and places as it deems appropriate, and the authority shall keep a written record 
of its meetings and any other of its transactions.  
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Sec. 2-301. Powers and duties. 

The authority shall maintain the physical plant and conduct the operations of the Facilities so as to best 
realize its potential for commercial or cultural or civic or convention activities. The authority shall control the 
management and employees of the Facilities  in the manner hereinafter prescribed. Within the budgetary 
limitations prescribed by the Columbus Council, the authority shall have the power to enter into contracts for 
the purpose of improving or repairing the Facilities , the power to enter into contracts for the usage of the 
center, and the power to obtain goods or services connected with the upkeep or use of the Facilities.  

Sec. 2-302. Manager and employees. 

 

Management of the daily operations of the Facilities shall be vested in the Executive Director of the 
Columbus, Georgia Sports and Entertainment Facilities Authority who will be appointed by the authority and 
who shall serve at the pleasure of the authority. The manager, with the approval of the authority and within 
the budget approved by the Columbus Council, shall hire and supervise whatever supervisors and employees 
are necessary for overseeing the management of the Facilities and otherwise conducting the affairs of the 
Authority; such supervisors and employees shall be in the merit system of the consolidated government and 
shall be governed by the same salaries and benefits and rights which accrue to merit system employees of the 
consolidated government.  

Sec. 2-303. Budget. 

In each fiscal year the authority shall submit a budget to the mayor of Columbus, who shall forward this 
budget to the Columbus Council along with the separate budget which the mayor submits for the consolidated 
government. The council shall act on the separate budget submitted by the authority in the same manner that 
it acts upon the general budget of the consolidated government. The budget to cover the activities of the 
Columbus Civic Center Authority shall be designed to maximize the revenue producing potential of the center, 
but necessary supplemental funds from the general fund shall be provided in order to prevent the impairment 
of any of the functions of the center; any excess of revenue over expenses which the operation of the center 
generates will be placed in the general fund of the consolidated government. “ 

 

SECTION 2. 

 

 All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby 

repealed. 

 

__________________________________ 

 Introduced at a regular meeting of the Council of Columbus, Georgia held on the 8th day 

of October, 2024; introduced a second time at a regular meeting of said Council held on the 

_____ day of  _______, 2024 and adopted at said meeting by the affirmative vote of _____ 

members of said Council. 

 

Councilor Allen  voting  _______ 

Councilor Chambers voting  _______ 
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Councilor Cogle voting ________ 

Councilor Crabb  voting  _______ 

Councilor Davis  voting _______ 

Councilor Garrett  voting  _______ 

Councilor Hickey               voting ________ 

Councilor Huff  voting  _______ 

Councilor Thomas  voting  _______ 

Councilor Tucker  voting  _______ 

 

______________________                           ___________________________                                             

         Sandra T Davis                                       B. H. “Skip” Henderson, III 
          Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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File Attachments for Item:

4. A Resolution approving the issuance of the applicable portion of the Educational Facilities 

Finance Authority Bonds issued by the Public Finance Authority solely for the purpose of 

satisfying the requirements of Section 147(f) of the Code, for the applicable portion of the Bonds

to finance the portion of a project located in Columbus, Georgia, specifically the purchase of 

Miller Motte College by Lindenwood Educational System. (Request of Public Finance 

Authority)  
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A RESOLUTION OF COLUMBUS, GEORGIA APPROVING FOR 

PURPOSES OF SECTION 147(f) OF THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE 

OF 1986, AS AMENDED, THE ISSUANCE BY THE PUBLIC FINANCE 

AUTHORITY OF ITS EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES REVENUE BONDS 

(LINDENWOOD EDUCATION SYSTEM), SERIES 2025A 

WHEREAS, the Public Finance Authority (the “Issuer”) proposes to issue its Educational 

Facilities Revenue Bonds (Lindenwood Education System), Series 2025A (the “Bonds”) in an 

aggregate principal amount not to exceed $175,000,000, and to loan the proceeds from the sale of 

the Bonds to Lindenwood Education System, a Missouri non-profit corporation (the “Borrower”), 

to provide for a plan of financing of the costs of the Project (defined below), a portion of which 

relates to, benefits, or is otherwise to be located in Columbus, Georgia, as further described in the 

hereinafter defined Notice of Public Hearing, a copy of which is attached to the Report of Hearing 

Officer attached hereto as Exhibit A and made a part of this Resolution; 

WHEREAS, the Bonds will be issued in a maximum principal amount of $175,000,000, 

and the proceeds of the Bonds will be applied by the Borrower to finance the Project, which 

consists of the use of such proceeds (a) to finance, refinance or reimburse all or a portion of the 

costs of the acquisition of the Acquired Assets (defined in the Notice of Public Hearing) from 

STVT-AAI Education Inc. (the “Company”); (b) to acquire, construct, renovate and make 

improvements and purchase equipment and furnishings for the Borrower’s existing educational 

facilities; (c) to fund interest on the Bonds and pay certain start-up working capital costs of the 

Borrower; (d) to refinance all or a portion of the Borrower’s existing outstanding tax-exempt debt, 

and (e) to finance costs of issuance of the Bonds (collectively, the “Project”); 

WHEREAS, the Notice of Public Hearing provides that in Columbus, Georgia the 

Acquired Assets relate to, benefit, or are otherwise used in the integrated operation for educational 

services, including educational assets and associated operations for training and educational 

programs for Miller-Motte College and other Ancora training facilities at the following locations: 

1800 Box Rd., and 3700 Victory Drive in Columbus, Georgia (collectively, the “Columbus 

Assets”), and that the maximum stated principal amount of the Bonds expected to be issued for 

the Columbus Assets is $3,500,000;  

WHEREAS, prior to the issuance of the Bonds, the public hearing and approval 

requirements of Section 147(f) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”), 

require that Columbus, Georgia, being the governmental unit having jurisdiction over the area 

which a portion of the Project relates to, benefits, or is otherwise to be located, approve the issuance 

of the applicable portion of the Bonds, after public hearing following reasonable notice;   

WHEREAS, upon request of the Borrower, a Notice of Public Hearing was published in 

The Columbus Ledger-Enquirer on February 5, 2025 (the “Notice of Public Hearing;  

WHEREAS, following the publication of such Notice of Public Hearing, a public hearing 

with respect to the Bonds and the location and nature of the Project described in such Notice of 

Public Hearing (the “Public Hearing”) was held by Robert M. McKenna, hearing officer on behalf 

of Columbus, Georgia (the “Hearing Officer”), pursuant to Section 147(f) of the Code, on February 

14, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. (or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard), in the offices of Page, 
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Scranton, Sprouse, Tucker & Ford P.C. located at 1111 Bay Avenue, Third Floor, Columbus, 

Georgia 30901; 

WHEREAS, the Report of the Hearing Officer, with Notice of Public Hearing attached, is 

attached hereto as Exhibit A and made a part of this Resolution;  

WHEREAS, the Notice of Public Hearing indicates that the Project will be owned and 

operated by the Borrower, Ancora Education Holdings, Inc. and/or one of the Borrower’s other 

affiliates;  

WHEREAS, the Bonds are to be issued in one or more series or sub-series, from time to 

time, and the Issuer intends to issue one or more series or sub-series of Bonds not later than one 

year from the date of adoption and approval of this Resolution; 

WHEREAS, the Bonds will not be a debt, obligation or liability of Columbus, Georgia, 

the State of Georgia, any municipal corporation or any other  political subdivision thereof; 

WHEREAS, the Bonds will constitute a special, limited obligation of the Issuer, payable 

solely out of the revenues and other funds pledged and assigned for their payment in accordance 

with one or more loan agreements each between the Borrower and the Issuer and one or more 

indentures pursuant to which the Bonds are issued; and 

WHEREAS, it is intended that this Resolution shall constitute approval by the Council of 

Columbus, Georgia as required by, and solely for the purposes of, Section 147(f) of the Code, as 

to the issuance of the applicable portion of the Bonds in the maximum amount of $3,500,000 to 

finance the portion of the Project located in Columbus, Georgia, being the Columbus Assets, as 

described in the Notice of Public Hearing.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF COLUMBUS, 

GEORGIA, as follows: 

1. Solely for the purpose of satisfying the requirements of Section 147(f) of the Code, 

the issuance of the applicable portion of the Bonds by the Issuer and the related plan of finance to 

provide funds to finance the portion of the Project located in Columbus, Georgia, being the 

Columbus Assets, is hereby approved. 

2. This approval is given solely for the purposes of compliance with provisions of the 

Code and in no event shall this approval constitute any obligation on the part of the City with 

respect to the Bonds. Such approval by this Council does not constitute an endorsement to a 

prospective purchaser of the Bonds. 

           3. The Bonds shall not constitute a debt, obligation or liability of Columbus, Georgia 

or any of its Boards, Commissions or Authorities, or of the State of Georgia or any other municipal 

corporation or political subdivision thereof, and none of Columbus, Georgia, its Boards, 

Commissions or Authorities, the State of Georgia,  municipal corporation or any other political 

subdivision thereof shall be obligated for the payment of the Bonds, for the manner or extent to 

which the proceeds from the sale of the Bonds are expended or allocated or for any aspect 

whatsoever of the Project. 
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___________________________ 

 

Introduced at a regular meeting of the Council of Columbus, Georgia held on the   28th day of   

January, 2025, and adopted at said meeting by the affirmative vote of _____ members of said Council. 

 

Councilor Allen voting   _________.   

Councilor Chambers voting   _________. 

Councilor Cogle voting   _________.  

Councilor Crabb voting   _________. 

Councilor Davis voting   _________. 

Councilor Garrett voting   _________. 

Councilor Hickey voting   _________. 

Councilor Huff voting    _________. 

Councilor Thomas voting   _________.       

Councilor Tucker voting           _________.   

   

 

 

Lindsey G. McLemore   B.H. “Skip” Henderson, III 

Deputy Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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EXHIBIT A 

 

REPORT OF HEARING OFFICER 

(attached) 
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File Attachments for Item:

1. Pinegrove MSW Landfill 

Approval is requested to authorize the funding of the construction cost to open Phase 5/Cell 

5A-5C within the Pinegrove MSW Landfill with an estimated construction cost of $8,134,830,

which will be obtained by a loan received through/from the General Fund Reserve. 
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Agenda Item - Page 1 of 2 

Columbus Consolidated Government 

Council Meeting Agenda Item 

 

TO: 

 

Mayor and Councilors 

AGENDA 

SUBJECT: 

Pinegrove MSW Landfill   

AGENDA 

SUMMARY: 

Approval is requested to authorize the funding of the construction cost to 

open Phase 5/Cell 5A-5C within the Pinegrove MSW Landfill with an 

estimated construction cost of $8,134,830, which will be obtained by 

a loan received through/from the General Fund Reserve.  

INITIATED BY: Department of Public Works  

 

 

Recommendation: Approval is requested to authorize the funding of the construction cost to 

open Phase 5/Cell 5A-5C within the Pinegrove MSW Landfill with an estimated construction 

cost of $8,134,830, which will be obtained by a loan received through/from the General 

Fund Reserve.  

Background: The Pinegrove MSW Landfill was permitted and designed for 6 Phases to be used 

for disposal. To expand the life of Phase 4 we applied to EPD, in 2019, to authorize a Vertical 

Expansion that would extend the life of Phase 4 of this landfill.  We have not been permitted for 

this Vertical Expansion; therefore, the construction process for Phase 5 (Cell 5A-5C) of 

Pinegrove Landfill is necessary.   

 

Analysis: Based on our Engineers calculations, ACC Inc., we have until January 2026, to 

either obtain this permitting or have Phase 5 of this landfill ready to receive solid waste. 

Financial Considerations: The estimated construction cost is $8,134,830 which will be 

obtained by a loan received through/from the General Fund Reserve.  

Legal Considerations: Council is the approving authority. 

Recommendation/Action: Approval is requested to authorize the funding of the construction 

cost to open Phase 5/Cell 5A-5C within the Pinegrove MSW Landfill with an estimated 

construction cost of $8,134,830 which will be obtained by a loan received through/from the 

General Fund Reserve.  

 

 

 

 

 

A RESOLUTION 

 NO. ____     
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A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FUNDING FOR THE CONSTRUCTION COST 

OF CELL FIVE (5A-5C) AT THE PINEGROVE LANDFILL, 7900 PINEGROVE 

WAY, AT AN ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST OF $8,134,830.  

 WHEREAS the Pinegrove MSW Landfill was permitted and designed for 6 phases of 

use; and, 

WHEREAS, to expand the life of cell 4, the current disposal location, submission 

was made to EPD in 2019 to extend the life of this phase by adding a vertical expansion; and, 

WHEREAS, EPD has not authorized the permitting for this vertical expansion that 

would extend the life of phase 4 of this landfill; and, 

WHEREAS, it has been determined by our engineers that the current phase 4 

disposal site will only be available for use up to January 2026; and,  

WHEREAS it is understood that the funds needed to begin the construction of phase 

5A-5C will be obtained as a loan from the general fund reserve. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF COLUMBUS, GEORGIA HEREBY 

RESOLVES: 

That the City Manager is hereby authorized to fund these construction costs from 

General Fund Reserves as a loan.   

______________ 

 

Introduced at a regular meeting of the Council of Columbus, Georgia held on the _______ day 
of __________ 2025 and adopted at said meeting by the affirmative vote of ten members of said 
Council. 

 

 

Councilor Allen  voting _______. 

Councilor Chambers  voting _______. 

Councilor Cogle  voting _______. 

Councilor Crabb  voting _______. 

Councilor Davis  voting _______. 

Councilor Garrett  voting _______. 

Councilor Hickey  voting _______. 

Councilor Huff  voting _______. 

Councilor Thomas  voting _______. 

Councilor Tucker  voting _______. 

  

 

 

_____________________________________         __________________________ 

     

Lindsey McLemore, Deputy Clerk of Council           B.H. “Skip” Henderson, Mayor 
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File Attachments for Item:

2. FY26 Holiday Schedule

Approval is requested to approve the Holiday Schedule for the FY26 Budget Year.  It is recommended 

that Friday, December 26, 2025 be designated as the floating holiday.
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Columbus Consolidated Government 

Council Meeting Agenda Item 

 

TO: 

 

Mayor and Councilors 

AGENDA 

SUBJECT: 

FY26 Holiday Schedule 

AGENDA 

SUMMARY: 

Approval is requested to approve the Holiday Schedule for the FY26 

Budget Year.  It is recommended that Friday, December 26, 2025 be 

designated as the floating holiday. 

INITIATED BY: City Manager 

 

 
Recommendation: Approval is requested to approve the Holiday Schedule for the FY26 Budget 

Year.  It is recommended that Friday, December 26, 2025 be designated as the floating holiday.  

Background: The Holiday Schedule has historically been approved by City Council to assist 

various departments and organizations in developing their calendar schedules.  All holidays are 

established with the exception of the floating holiday. 

 

Analysis: The floating holiday could be designated to follow a specific holiday, for example, 

extending a holiday weekend or adding Good Friday as an option.  The floating holiday could also 

be designated to recognize some other event or occasion. 

Financial Considerations: None 

Legal Considerations: The City will not incur any additional cost in future years for approving 

the request. 

Recommendation/Action: Approval is requested to approve the Holiday Schedule for the FY26 

budget designating Friday, December 26, 2025 as the floating holiday.  
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A RESOLUTION 

 NO.      

WHEREAS, all holidays are established with the exception of the floating holiday; and,  

WHEREAS, the floating holiday is hereby recommended for Friday, December 26, 2025. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF COLUMBUS, 

GEORGIA, AS FOLLOWS: 

That the attached Holiday Schedule for FY26 is hereby adopted designating the floating 
holiday as Friday, December 26, 2025. 

____________ 

Introduced at a regular meeting of the Council of Columbus, Georgia held on the    __________day 

of __________2025 and adopted at said meeting by the affirmative vote of ten members of said 

Council. 

 

 

Councilor Allen voting   _________.   

Councilor Chambers voting   _________. 

Councilor Cogle voting   _________. 

Councilor Crabb voting   _________. 

Councilor Davis voting   _________. 

Councilor Garrett voting    _________.  

Councilor Hickey voting    _________.  

Councilor Huff voting    _________. 

Councilor Thomas voting   _________.       

Councilor Tucker voting   _________.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________          _____________________________ 

Lindsey McLemore, Deputy Clerk of Council             B.H. “Skip” Henderson III, Mayor 
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Columbus Consolidated Government 
FY26 Holiday Schedule 

July 2025 - June 2026  

 

Holiday Date 

Independence Day Friday,  
July 4, 2025 

Labor Day Monday, 
September 1, 2025 

Columbus Day Monday, 
October 13, 2025 

Veteran’s Day Tuesday, 
November 11, 2025 

Thanksgiving Day Thursday, 
November 27, 2025 

Day After 
Thanksgiving 

Friday, 
November 28, 2025 

Christmas Holiday Thursday, 
December 25, 2025 

Floating Holiday Friday, 
December 26, 2025 

New Year’s Day Thursday, 
January 1, 2026 

Martin Luther King 
Jr. Birthday 

Monday, 
January 19, 2026 

Memorial Day Monday,  
May 25, 2026 

Juneteenth Friday,  
June 19, 2026 
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File Attachments for Item:

3. Criminal Justice Coordinating Council Grant – Accountability Courts

Approval is requested to submit an application, and if approved, accept $647,499 or as otherwise

awarded from the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council for the operation of the Superior Court 

Accountability Courts, from July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026 and to amend the Multi-governmental 

Fund by $647,499 or as otherwise awarded. The City is required to provide a 15% cash matching

funds ($110,000) to participate in this grant program. This cash match is satisfied in the salary 

and benefits of the current Director of Accountability Courts.
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Columbus Consolidated Government 

Council Meeting Agenda Item 
 

TO: Mayor and Councilors 

AGENDA 

SUBJECT: 

Department of Accountability Courts 

AGENDA 

SUMMARY: 

Approval is requested to submit an application, and if approved, accept 
$647,499 or as otherwise awarded from the Criminal Justice 

Coordinating Council for the operation of the Superior Court 

Accountability Courts, from July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026 and to amend 

the Multi-governmental Fund by $647,499 or as otherwise awarded. The 

City is required to provide a 15% cash matching funds ($110,000) to 

participate in this grant program. This cash match is satisfied in the 

salary and benefits of the current Director of Accountability Courts. 

INITIATED BY: Superior Court 

Recommendation: Approval is requested to submit an application, and if approved, accept 

$647,499 or as otherwise awarded from the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council for the 

operation of the Superior Court Accountability Courts, from July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026 and to 

amend the Multi-governmental Fund by $647,499 or as otherwise awarded. 

 

Background: The State of Georgia has provided funds to operate Accountability Courts. The 

funds are being provided through the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC) to be 

utilized to operate accountability courts in FY25. 

 

Analysis: The Superior Court Department of Accountability Courts is requesting a grant of 

$647,499 from the CJCC to operate the Adult Drug, Mental Health and Veteran’s Treatment 

Court programs for a period of 12 months. 

 

Financial Considerations: The City is required to provide a 15% cash matching funds 

($110,000) to participate in this grant program. This cash match is satisfied by the salary and 

benefits of the Director of Accountability Courts. 

Projected Annual Fiscal Impact Statement: The Columbus Consolidated Government will not 

be required to continue this program when the grant funds have been expended. 

Legal Considerations: The Columbus Consolidated Government is eligible to apply for funds 

from the Criminal Justice Coordinating Councils. 

 

Recommendations/ Actions: Approve a resolution authorizing the City Manager to submit a 

grant application and if approved, accept funds from the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council 

for the operation of the Superior Court Accountability Courts from July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026 

and to amend the Multi-governmental Fund by $647,499 or as otherwise awarded. 
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A RESOLUTION 

NO.   

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SUBMIT AND IF 

APPROVED, ACCEPT A GRANT OF $647,499 OR AS OTHERWISE AWARDED 

FROM THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE COORDINATING COUNCIL TO FUND THE 

SUPERIOR COURT ACCOUNTABILITY COURTS FROM JULY 1, 2025 THROUGH 

JUNE 30, 2026 WITH A 15% CASH LOCAL MATCH REQUIREMENT AND ALSO 

AUTHORIZING DR. ANDREW COX AS THE SOLE PROVIDER FOR EVALUATION 

AND CLINICAL SERVICES FOR THE PROGRAM FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025/2026 

AND TO AMEND THE MULTI-GOVERNMENTAL FUND BY THE AWARD 

AMOUNT. 

WHEREAS, funds have been made available from the Criminal Justice Coordinating 

Council to the Department of Accountability Courts for a 12 month period beginning July 1, 

2025 through June 30, 2026; and, 

WHEREAS, funds are being made available to provide support for the operation of the 

Superior Court Accountability Courts for FY25; and, 

WHEREAS, funds have been made available from the State through the CJCC to fund 

Accountability Courts in the State of Georgia and the CJCC is accepting grant requests from 

Accountability Courts throughout the State of Georgia; We are requesting to continue to use 

New Horizons Behavioral Health for our treatment needs for those without insurance, Family 

Life Center and DTPM for confirmation testing and Dr. Andrew Cox for our clinical and 

programmatic evaluations, 

 

WHEREAS, the City is required to provide a 15% cash matching funds to participate in 

this grant program. This cash match is satisfied by the salary of the current Director of 

Accountability Courts. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF COLUMBUS, GEORGIA, HEREBY 

RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 

That the City Manager is hereby authorized to submit a grant application to the Criminal 

Justice Coordinating Council to fund the Adult Drug, Mental Health and Veteran’s Treatment 

Court and if awarded accept $647,499 to provide funding from July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026 and 

authorize a sole source contract to New Horizons Behavioral Health, DTPM, The Family Life 

Center and Dr. Andrew Cox and to amend the Multi-Governmental Fund by the amount of the 

grant award. 
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Introduced at a regular meeting of the Council of Columbus, Georgia, held the  day of 

 , 2025 and adopted at said meeting by the affirmative vote of 

 members of said Council. 
 

 

 

Councilor Allen voting  . 

Councilor Hickey voting  . 

Councilor Chambers voting  . 

Councilor Davis voting  . 

Councilor Crabb voting  . 

Councilor Huff voting  . 

Councilor Garrett voting  . 

Councilor Tucker voting  . 

Councilor Thomas voting  . 
Councilor Cogle voting  . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

, Clerk of Council B.H. “Skip” Henderson III, Mayor 
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File Attachments for Item:

A. Multi-Purpose Dog Handler Packages (Annual Contract) – RFP No. 24-0018
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Columbus Consolidated Government 

Council Meeting Agenda Item 

 

TO: 

 

Mayor and Councilors 

AGENDA 

SUBJECT: 

Multi-Purpose Dog Handler Packages (Annual Contract) – RFP No. 

24-0018 

INITIATED BY: Finance Department 

 

It is requested that Council rescind Resolution No. 371-24 for the annual contract to provide Multi-

Purpose Dog Handler Packages awarded to Custom Canine Unlimited (Gainesville, GA), and 

approve the execution of an annual contract with Von Der King Kennels and Training (Jasper, 

GA) to provide Multi-Purpose Dog Handler Packages. 

 

After a contract with Custom Canine Unlimited was executed, per Resolution No. 371-24, staff 

from the Columbus Police Department K9 Unit met with the vendor to make an initial purchase 

of dog handler packages.  However, the parties were unable to reach an agreement and it was 

requested that the information from the second-highest scoring vendor, Von Der King Kennels 

and Training, be provided.  After the K9 Unit staff met with Von Der King Kennels and Training, 

the Police Department submitted a request to cancel the award to Custom Canine Unlimited and 

award the contract to Von Der King Kennels and Training.  

 

The Evaluation Committee for this RFP consisted of three voting members from Columbus Police 

Department, one voting member from Columbus Fire and EMS, and one voting member from 

Public Works, an Alternate Voter from the Department of Homeland Security and an Advisor from 

Columbus Police Department.  On February 7, 2024, the Evaluation Committee was polled.  The 

Committee unanimously agreed to cancel the contract with Custom Canine Unlimited and award 

this contract to Von Der King Kennels and Training, the second highest ranked vendor.  

 

The awarded vendor will provide quality and healthy canines, handler training, equipment, vehicle 

upfitting and full support for the Police Department.   The trained canines and handlers will provide 

added Public Safety in apprehension, drug detection and tracking. An initial purchase of two 

packages is anticipated.  Additional packages will be purchased on an “as needed” basis.  

 

The contract term shall be for one (1) year with the option to renew for four (4) additional 

twelve-month periods.  The contract renewals shall be contingent upon the mutual agreement 

of the City and the Contractors. 

 

 

RFP Advertisement and Receipt of Proposals: 
RFP specifications were posted on the web pages of the Purchasing Division, the Georgia 

Procurement Registry and DemandStar on January 8, 2024.  This RFP has been advertised, 

opened and evaluated.  Three (3) proposals were received by the due date of February 16, 

2024, from the following vendors: 
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Von Der King Kennels and Training (Jasper, GA) 
Custom Canine Unlimited (Gainesville, GA) 

Alabama Canine Law Enforcement Officer's Training Center (Northport, AL) 

 

Award Recommendation: 

 Von Der King Kennels and Training 
 

- The owner is an active member of law enforcement in the State of Georgia.   

- The vendor has trained K9’s at local, State and Federal levels. 

- The vendor’s work history is extensive with law enforcement agencies in Georgia.  

 

o Qualifications/Experience: 

- Von Der King Kennels and Training has been in business since 2010. 

- Von Der King Staff has been training dogs since 2005, handling a Narcotics 

Detection K9 and two Explosives Detection K9s.   

- Von Der King Kennels has worked with Federal agencies that include: ATF, TSA, 

Department of Defense, in addition to numerous law enforcement agencies and 

private security firms. 

 

o Below are recent clients for which the contractor has performed similar services, at the 

time the contractor submitted a proposal: 

 

- Smyrna Police Department Fall, 2023 

Smyrna, GA 

Multi-purpose K9 with Handler Academy. 

 
- Cherokee County Sheriff Office Summer, 2023 

Canton, GA 

Two (2) Multi-purpose K9 with Handler Academy. 

 

The City’s Procurement Ordinance Article 3-110 (Competitive Sealed Proposals for the 

procurement of Equipment, Supplies and Professional Services) governs the RFP Process.  

During the RFP process, there is no formal opening due to the possibility of negotiated 

components of the proposal.  In the event City Council does not approve the recommended 

offeror, no proposal responses or any negotiated components are made public until after the 

award of the contract.  Therefore, the evaluation results and cost information have been 

submitted to the City Manager in a separate memo for informational purposes. 

 

Funding for the various components of the initial purchase are available in the FY25:  Multi-

Government Project Fund – Finance – 23 EMB Justice Assistance Grant – Various; 0216 – 

200 – 4128 - 6728, 6601, 6699, 6339, 7761. 

 

Funding for additional packages will be budgeted in the appropriate fiscal year:  VICE/Special 

Operations Forfeiture Fund – Police – Intelligence/Vice – Operating Materials; 0225-400-

2100-VICE-6728. 
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A RESOLUTION 

 

NO.________  

 

 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TO RESCIND RESOLUTION NO. 371-24 FOR 

THE ANNUAL CONTRACT TO PROVIDE MULTI-PURPOSE DOG HANDLER 

PACKAGES AWARDED TO CUSTOM CANINE UNLIMITED (GAINESVILLE, GA), 

AND APPROVE THE EXECUTION OF AN ANNUAL CONTRACT WITH VON DER 

KING KENNELS AND TRAINING (JASPER, GA) TO PROVIDE MULTI-PURPOSE 

DOG HANDLER PACKAGES WITH. 

 

 WHEREAS, an RFP was administered (RFP No. 24-0018) and three proposals were 

received; and,  

 

 WHEREAS, after a contract with Custom Canine Unlimited was executed, per Resolution 

No. 371-24, staff from the Columbus Police Department K9 Unit met with the vendor to make an 

initial purchase of dog handler packages.  However, the parties were unable to reach an agreement, 

and it was requested that the information from the second-highest scoring vendor be provided.  

After the K9 Unit staff met with Von Der King Kennels and Training, the Police Department 

submitted a request to cancel the award to Custom Canine Unlimited and award the contract to 

Von Der King Kennels and Training; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the Evaluation Committee for this RFP consisted of three voting members 

from Columbus Police Department, one voting member from Columbus Fire and EMS, and one 

voting member from Public Works, an Alternate Voter from the Department of Homeland Security 

and an Advisor from Columbus Police Department.  On February 7, 2024, the Evaluation 

Committee was polled.  The Committee unanimously agreed to cancel the contract with Custom 

Canine Unlimited and award this contract to Von Der King Kennels and Training, the second 

highest ranked vendor; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the proposal submitted by Von Der King Kennels and Training met all 

proposal requirements and was evaluated responsive to the RFP; and, 

 

 WHERAS, the initial term of the contract shall be for one (1) year with the option to renew 

for four (4) additional twelve-month periods.  Contract renewals will be contingent upon the 

mutual agreement of the City and the Contractor. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF COLUMBUS, GEORGIA, HEREBY 

RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 

 

I. 

 That Resolution No. 371-24 is hereby rescinded; and, 

 

II. 

 

 That the City Manager and/or his designee is hereby authorized to execute an annual 

contract with Von Der King Kennels and Training (Jasper, GA) to provide multi-purpose dog 

handler packages.  Funding for the various components of the initial purchase are available in the 

FY25:  Multi-Government Project Fund – Finance – 23 EMB Justice Assistance Grant – Various; 

0216 – 200 – 4128 - 6728, 6601, 6699, 6339, 7761. 
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Funding for additional packages will be budgeted in the appropriate fiscal year:  VICE/Special 

Operations Forfeiture Fund – Police – Intelligence/Vice – Operating Materials; 0225-400-2100-

VICE-6728. 

___________________ 

 

 Introduced at a regular meeting of the Council of Columbus, Georgia, held the _____day 

of____________________, 2025 and adopted at said meeting by the affirmative vote of 

______members of said Council. 

 

Councilor Allen                  voting _______ 

Councilor Chambers           voting _______ 

Councilor Cogle                 voting _______ 

Councilor Crabb                 voting _______ 

Councilor Davis                 voting _______ 

Councilor Garrett               voting _______ 

Councilor Hickey          voting _______ 

Councilor Huff                   voting _______ 

Councilor Thomas              voting _______ 

Councilor Tucker               voting _______ 

 

 

              

Lindsey G. McLemore, Deputy Clerk of Council  B.H. “Skip” Henderson III, Mayor 
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File Attachments for Item:

B. Software License Renewal for EVOQ Software for Information Technology
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Columbus Consolidated Government 

Council Meeting Agenda Item 

 

TO: 

 

Mayor and Councilors 

AGENDA 

SUBJECT: 

Software License Renewal for EVOQ Software for Information 

Technology 

INITIATED BY: Finance Department 

 

It is requested that Council approve payment for the annual software license renewal agreement 

with Ignite (IgniteTech) Enterprise Software Solution (Austin, TX), for the EVOQ Content 

Software in the amount of $24,964.56.   Additionally, it is requested that Council approve payment, 

plus associated cost increases, for future renewals of the software license.  

 

The Information Technology Department uses the EVOQ Content Software to develop the City’s 

websites as it increases security, maintainability, and the overall web presence. 

  

IgniteTech/DNN Corporation is the developer of the EVOQ Content Software, therefore, the 

vendor is considered the Only Known Source, per Section 3-114 of the Procurement Ordinance. 

 

Funds are budgeted in the FY25 Budget:  General Fund – Information Technology – Computer 

Software; 0101-210-1000-ISS-6541.  Payment, plus associated cost increases, for future renewals 

of the software license will be budgeted in the appropriate fiscal years. 
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A RESOLUTION 

 

NO.________  

 

 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT FOR THE ANNUAL SOFTWARE 

LICENSE RENEWAL AGREEMENT WITH IGNITE (IGNITETECH) ENTERPRISE 

SOFTWARE SOLUTION (AUSTIN, TX), FOR THE EVOQ CONTENT SOFTWARE IN 

THE AMOUNT OF $24,964.56.   ADDITIONALLY, IT IS REQUESTED THAT COUNCIL 

APPROVAL PAYMENT, PLUS ASSOCIATED COST INCREASES, FOR FUTURE 

RENEWALS OF THE SOFTWARE LICENSE.  

 

WHEREAS, the Information Technology Department uses the EVOQ Content Software 

to develop the City’s websites as it increases security, maintainability, and the overall web 

presence; and, 

  

WHEREAS, IgniteTech/DNN Corporation is the developer of the EVOQ Content 

Software, therefore, the vendor is considered the Only Known Source, per Section 3-114 of the 

Procurement Ordinance. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF COLUMBUS, GEORGIA, HEREBY 

RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 That the City Manager and/or his designee is hereby authorized to execute the annual 

software license renewal agreement with Ignite (IgniteTech) Enterprise Software Solution (Austin, 

TX), for the EVOQ Content Software in the amount of $24,964.56.   Additionally, it is requested 

that Council approval payment, plus associated cost increases, for future renewals of the software 

license.  Funds are budgeted in the FY25 Budget:  General Fund – Information Technology – 

Computer Software; 0101-210-1000-ISS-6541.  Payment, plus associated cost increases, for future 

renewals of the software license will be budgeted in the appropriate fiscal years. 

___________________ 

 

Introduced at a regular meeting of the Council of Columbus, Georgia, held the _____day 

of____________________, 2025 and adopted at said meeting by the affirmative vote of 

______members of said Council. 

 

Councilor Allen                  voting _______ 

Councilor Chambers           voting _______ 

Councilor Cogle                 voting _______ 

Councilor Crabb                 voting _______ 

Councilor Davis                 voting _______ 

Councilor Garrett               voting _______ 

Councilor Hickey          voting _______ 

Councilor Huff                   voting _______ 

Councilor Thomas              voting _______ 

Councilor Tucker               voting _______ 

 

              

Lindsey G. McLemore, Deputy Clerk of Council  B.H. “Skip” Henderson III, Mayor 
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File Attachments for Item:

C. Parking Lot Striping Services for the Civic Center
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Columbus Consolidated Government 

Council Meeting Agenda Item 

 

TO: 

 

Mayor and Councilors 

AGENDA 

SUBJECT: 

Parking Lot Striping Services for the Civic Center 

INITIATED BY: Finance Department 

 

It is requested that Council approve parking lot striping services for the Civic Center from Qualls 

Striping Company (Columbus, GA) in the amount of $27,988.90.  Council approval is required for this 

purchase as it will be funded via the Friends of Columbus account for the Civic Center. 

 

The parking lot at the Civic Center needs re-striping prior to the April 15th opening day of the Columbus 

Clingstones.   A bid process and completion of the services cannot be finalized before the opening date.  

Therefore, the Civic Center reached out to two of the City’s contracted vendors to provide the services, 

however, neither could accommodate and one contracted vendor recommended Qualls.  Consequently, 

due to the time constraint, Qualls will be used to provide the services. 

 

The purchase will be funded from the Friends of Columbus account for the Civic Center and charged 

to the FY25 budget as follows: Civic Center Fund – Civic Center – Operations – Capital 

Expenditures - Over $5,000; 0757 – 160 – 1000 – CIVC – 7761. 
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A RESOLUTION 

 

NO.________  

 

 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PARKING LOT STRIPING SERVICES FOR 

THE CIVIC CENTER FROM QUALLS STRIPING COMPANY (COLUMBUS, GA) IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $27,988.90.  COUNCIL APPROVAL IS REQUIRED FOR THIS PURCHASE 

AS IT WILL BE FUNDED VIA FRIENDS OF COLUMBUS/CIVIC CENTER. 

 

WHEREAS, the parking lot at the Civic Center needs re-striping prior to the April 15th opening 

day of the Columbus Clingstones; and, 

 

WHEREAS, a bid process and completion of the services cannot be finalized before the 

opening date.  Therefore, the Civic Center reached out to two of the City’s contracted vendors to provide 

the services, however, neither could accommodate and one contracted vendor recommended Qualls.  

Consequently, due to the time constraint, Qualls will be used to provide the services. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF COLUMBUS, GEORGIA, HEREBY 

RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 That the City Manager and/or his designee is hereby authorized to procure parking lot 

striping services for the Civic Center from Qualls Striping Company (Columbus, GA) in the amount of 

$27,988.90.  Council approval is required for this purchase as it will be funded via the Friends of 

Columbus account for the Civic Center.  The purchase will be funded from the Friends of Columbus 

account for the Civic Center and charged to the FY25 budget as follows: Civic Center Fund – Civic 

Center – Operations – Capital Expenditures - Over $5,000; 0757 – 160 – 1000 – CIVC – 7761. 

___________________ 

 

Introduced at a regular meeting of the Council of Columbus, Georgia, held the _____day 

of____________________, 2025 and adopted at said meeting by the affirmative vote of 

______members of said Council. 

 

Councilor Allen                  voting _______ 

Councilor Chambers           voting _______ 

Councilor Cogle                 voting _______ 

Councilor Crabb                 voting _______ 

Councilor Davis                 voting _______ 

Councilor Garrett               voting _______ 

Councilor Hickey          voting _______ 

Councilor Huff                   voting _______ 

Councilor Thomas              voting _______ 

Councilor Tucker               voting _______ 

 

 

              

Lindsey G. McLemore, Deputy Clerk of Council  B.H. “Skip” Henderson III, Mayor 
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File Attachments for Item:

D. Contract Amendment and Extension for Inmate Food Management Services for Muscogee County 

Prison (Annual Contract) – RFP No. 20-0005
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Columbus Consolidated Government 

Council Meeting Agenda Item 

 

TO: 

 

Mayor and Councilors 

AGENDA 

SUBJECT: 

Contract Amendment and Extension for Inmate Food Management 

Services for Muscogee County Prison (Annual Contract) – RFP No. 

20-0005  

INITIATED BY: Finance Department 

 

It is requested that Council authorize an amendment to the annual contract for Inmate Food 

Management Services for Muscogee County Prison with Aramark Correctional Services, LLC 

(Philadelphia, PA).  The amendment includes provisions to initiate a food service training program 

for offenders and the inclusion of a MicroMarket in the officer dining area.  Additionally, it is 

requested to extend the contract for an additional term of three (3) years, beginning April 1, 2025 

through March 31, 2028, with the option to renew for three (3) additional twelve-month periods.  

Contract renewal will be contingent upon the mutual agreement of the City and the Contractor.    

 

Aramark Correctional, LLC, shall provide the following services: 

 

 Provide all required labor, food, beverages, materials, supplies and chemicals necessary 

to provide food services for the inmates and staff at Muscogee County Prison. 

 

 Provide food service preparation in the kitchen of the facility. 

 

 Serve from a twenty-eight (28) day cycle menu, at proper temperature, nutritious, 

wholesome, palatable meals and special diets to the inmates, staff and designated visitors 

of Muscogee County Prison. 

 

 Provide meals and food service three (3) times per day, seven (7) days per week for the 

Prison.  Effective April 1, 2025 through March 31, 2026, meal prices will be as follows: 

 

 Population Price Per Meal 
Under 400            Negotiate 

400-449             $2.222 

450-499          $2.141 

500-549           $2.076 

550-599 $2.022 

600 and Above $1.978 

 

The Prison houses approximately 600 inmates.  Currently, the per meal price is $1.83. 

 Manage a civilian and inmate kitchen staff, which shall prepare pre-plated meals for 

service on trays, for delivery to Correctional Officers at designated areas. 

 

 Shall use USDA Grade A or B food, without any pork product or pork derivatives. 
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 Initiate a food service program for offenders known as “IN2WORKS” that will offer 

culinary skills, Serv Safe certifications and employee meal preparations. 

 

 Install and operate a MicroMarket concept within the officer dining area of the Facility.   

  

Per Resolution No. 024-20, Council authorized a five-year contract with Aramark Correctional, 

LLC.  The contract expires on March 31, 2025.  Council approval is required for this amendment 

and contract extension.   

 

Funds are budgeted each fiscal year for ongoing expense: General Fund – MCP – Warden – 

Warden-MCP – Food; 0101 – 420 – 1000 – MCCI – 6771. 
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A RESOLUTION 

 

NO.____________ 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE ANNUAL 

CONTRACT FOR INMATE FOOD MANAGEMENT SERVICES FOR MUSCOGEE 

COUNTY PRISON WITH ARAMARK CORRECTIONAL SERVICES, LLC 

(PHILADELPHIA, PA).  THE AMENDMENT INCLUDES PROVISIONS TO INITIATE 

A FOOD SERVICE TRAINING PROGRAM FOR OFFENDERS AND THE INCLUSION 

OF A MICROMARKET IN THE OFFICER DINING AREA.  ADDITIONALLY, IT IS 

REQUESTED TO EXTEND THE CONTRACT FOR AN ADDITIONAL TERM OF 

THREE (3) YEARS, BEGINNING APRIL 1, 2025 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2028, WITH 

THE OPTION TO RENEW FOR THREE (3) ADDITIONAL TWELVE-MONTH 

PERIODS.  CONTRACT RENEWAL WILL BE CONTINGENT UPON THE MUTUAL 

AGREEMENT OF THE CITY AND THE CONTRACTOR.    

 

WHEREAS, effective April 1, 2025 through March 31, 2026, meal prices will be as 

follows: 

 Population Price Per Meal 
Under 400            Negotiate 

400-449             $2.222 

450-499          $2.141 

500-549           $2.076 

550-599 $2.022 

600 and Above $1.978; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Per Resolution No. 024-20, Council authorized a five-year contract with 

Aramark Correctional, LLC.  The contract expires on March 31, 2025.  Council approval is 

required for this amendment and contract extension.   

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF COLUMBUS, GEORGIA, HEREBY 

RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 
 

 That the City Manager and/or his designee is hereby authorized to amend the annual 

contract for Inmate Food Management Services for Muscogee County Prison with Aramark 

Correctional Services, LLC (Philadelphia, PA).  The amendment includes provisions to initiate a 

food service training program for offenders and the inclusion of a MicroMarket in the officer 

dining area.  Additionally, it is requested to extend the contract for an additional term of three (3) 

years, beginning April 1, 2025 through March 31, 2028, with the option to renew for three (3) 

additional twelve-month periods.  Contract renewal will be contingent upon the mutual 

agreement of the City and the Contractor.  Funds are budgeted each fiscal year for ongoing 

expense: General Fund – MCP – Warden – Warden-MCP – Food; 0101-420-1000-MCCI-6771.    

  

________________ 

 

 Introduced at a regular meeting of the Council of Columbus, Georgia, held the _____day 

of____________________, 2025 and adopted at said meeting by the affirmative vote of 

______members of said Council. 
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Councilor Allen                  voting _______ 

Councilor Chambers           voting _______ 

Councilor Cogle                 voting _______ 

Councilor Crabb                 voting _______ 

Councilor Davis                 voting _______ 

Councilor Garrett               voting _______ 

Councilor Hickey          voting _______ 

Councilor Huff                   voting _______ 

Councilor Thomas              voting _______ 

Councilor Tucker               voting _______ 

 

 

              

Lindsey G. McLemore, Deputy Clerk of Council  B.H. “Skip” Henderson III, Mayor 
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File Attachments for Item:

1. Information Only: Exigent “Off the Lot” Vehicle Purchases – Resolution No. 354-24
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Columbus Consolidated Government 

Council Meeting Agenda Item 

 

TO: 

 

Mayor and Councilors 

AGENDA 

SUBJECT: 

Information Only: Exigent “Off the Lot” Vehicle Purchases – 

Resolution No. 354-24 

INITIATED BY: Finance Department 

 

    

1. TWO (2) 2025 CHEVROLET TAHOE Z71 4X4 FOR INFORMATION ONLY 

On February 5, 2025, a purchase order was executed for two (2) 2025 Chevrolet Tahoe Z71 

4x4s for the Information Technology Department due to exigent circumstances, as approved 

by Council per Resolution No. 354-24. 

 

The vehicles will be purchased from Capitol Chevrolet (Montgomery, AL) at a unit price of 

$74,306.00, and a total cost of $148,612.00.  The vehicles will be used by the Information 

Technology Department to transport staff and equipment. These are new vehicles.   

Funds are budgeted in the FY25 Budget: General Fund – Information Technology – 

Information Technology – Automobiles; 0101 – 210 – 1000 – ISS – 7721. 

 
2. ONE (1) 2025 CHEVROLET TAHOE Z71 4X4 FOR HOMELAND SECURITY 

On February 6, 2025 a purchase order was executed for one (1) 2025 Chevrolet Tahoe Z71 

4x4 for the Homeland Security Department due to exigent circumstances, as approved by 

Council per Resolution No. 354-24. 

 

Per Resolution No. 026-25, the Department of Homeland Security was approved to purchase 

one Chevrolet Tahoe from Sons Chevrolet (Columbus, GA), at a cost of $77,668.00.  

However, that vehicle was sold prior to the issuance of a purchase order.  Consequently, 

another vehicle was found and will be purchased from Capitol Chevrolet (Montgomery, AL) 

at a cost of $73,831.00.  The vehicle will be used by the Director of Homeland Security who 

is on-call 24/7/365 and requires the ability to respond to emergency situations upon notice. 

In addition, the FY25 budget included a new position within the department. Consequently, 

the vehicle previously used by the Director will be reassigned to the new position. This is a 

new vehicle.   

 

OLOST Public Safety Fund reserves will be used to fund the purchase. Expenses will be 

charged to the FY25 Budget as follows: LOST/Public Safety – Homeland Security – 

Public Safety/LOST – Light Trucks; 0102 – 450 – 9900 – LOST – 7722.    
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3. EIGHT (8) 2025 DODGE DURANGO V8 AWD FOR MUSCOGEE COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE  

On February 12, 2025, a purchase order was executed for eight (8) 2025 Dodge Durango V8 

AWD for the Muscogee County Sheriff’s Office due to exigent circumstances, as approved 

by Council per Resolution No. 354-24. 

 

The vehicle will be purchased from Carville Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram (Greenville, TN) at 

a unit price of $45,000.00. and a total cost of $360,000.00. The vehicles will be used by the 

Muscogee County Sheriff’s Office for patrol purposes. The Sheriff’s Office located these 

vehicles that are available on the vendor’s lot. These are new vehicles.   

Funds are budgeted in the FY25 Budget: LOST-Public Safety – Sheriff – Public Safety-

LOST – Light Trucks; 0102 – 550 – 9900 – LOST – 7722. 

 
4.  TWO (2) 2025 DODGE DURANGO V8 AWD FOR MUSCOGEE COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE  

On February 17, 2025, a purchase order was executed for two (2) 2025 Dodge Durango V8 

AWD for the Muscogee County Sheriff’s Office due to exigent circumstances, as approved 

by Council per Resolution No. 354-24.   

 

The vehicle will be purchased from Carville Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram (Greenville, TN) at 

a unit price of $45,000.00, and a total cost of $90,000.00. The vehicles will be used by the 

Muscogee County Sheriff’s Office for patrol purposes.  The Sheriff’s Office located these 

vehicles that are available on the vendor’s lot. These are new vehicles.   

Funds are budgeted in the FY25 Budget: LOST-Public Safety – Sheriff – Public Safety-

LOST – Automobiles; 0102 – 550 – 9900 – LOST – 7721. 
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File Attachments for Item:

A. Integrated Waste/Landfill Space and Funding Options for Cell #5 Update - Drale Short, 

Director, Public Works & Angelica Alexander, Director, Finance
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PINEGROVE 

LANDFILL

PRESENTED BY:  DRALE SHORT, DIRECTOR

02/25/2025
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PINEGROVE 

LANDFILL

• 2019 – Applied for a 

Vertical Expansion permit 

which would extend the 

life of our current 

working phase, Phase 4, 

to October 2035.  This 

permit has not been 

approved to date.

• We can no longer wait for this permit 

and construction of Phase 5 has to start 

in preparation of the operational 

deadline of January 2026.
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PINEGROVE 

LANDFILL

• What if this permit is not 
approved?
• We have until January 2026 to 

continue using Phase 4.

• 6 months after the last load, we will 

have to close Phase 1-4.   The 

estimated closure cost for Phase 1-4 

is $10M.

• Closing a phase is a major 

construction project; phases 1-3 only 

have intermediate closure, not final 

closure.  The final closure process 

entails clay, geomembrane liners and 

topsoil over the landfill.

• At some point, construction of phase 

5 will have to be done.  We can do it 

now at a cost of $8M.  Which is 

cheaper than the current cost to 

close Phase 1-4 which would be 

required if we don’t have Phase 5 

constructed, open, and ready for 

waste.
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PINEGROVE 

LANDFILL 

FACTS

• What if we do not have Phase 
5 open and ready by January 

2026?  The consequences are:
• HAUL OUR WASTE TO OUTSIDE LOCATION 

(S)

• AS AN EXAMPLE, HAULING TO HARRIS 

COUNTY, TIPPING FEE IS $85.00  per 

ton.

• In 2024 GGC trucks disposed of 

80,616.06 Tons @ $85.00 per ton is 

$6,852,365. per year.
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ADDITIONAL 

CONSEQUENCES 

• After January of 2026, these are the 

factors we will have to prepare for and 

put in place to haul waste to a licensed 

MSW Landfill:

• Building a Transfer Point/Estimate -

$22M (Average Cost)

• Transportation and Disposal rates are 

estimated to be in the range of $75.-

$100/ton  

• Using industry norms, our estimated 

transportation and disposal cost are 

likely in the range of $87.50/ton

• Again in 2024, 16,881 City Vehicles 

deposited a total of 80,616.05 tons of 

waste which would cost $7,053,904.3 to 

transport and dispose of our waste at 

the rate of $87.50 per ton. 
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LANDFILL 

DISPOSAL 

LOCATIONS

• Our Closes Alternative Landfill 

Disposal Locations

• Turkey Run Landfill (Meriwether 

County, operated                          

by Waste Management)

• Taylor County Landfill (operated by 

WIN-Waste)

• Salem Landfill (Salem, ALA, operated 

by Waste                                                   

Management)

• All of these locations are 35-45 miles 

away from Muscogee County.

• FUEL COST: TRACTOR TRAILER, 45 MILES 

ONE WAY WILL COST $73.12; RT WILL COST 

$146.20 @ 5 DAYS WILL COST $731.20 PER 

WEEK FOR DIESEL.
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PINEGROVE 

LANDFILL

SUMMARY

• JANUARY 2026 IS OUR 
DEADLINE

• WE CAN NO LONGER WAIT ON 
THE VERTICAL EXPANSION 

FROM EPD.

• CONSTRUCT AND OPEN PHASE 
5 BEFORE JANUARY 2026

• APPROVE THE FUNDING FOR 
THIS CONSTRUCTION.
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File Attachments for Item:

2. RESOLUTION – A resolution appointing Doug Jefcoat to the Board of Tax Assessors.
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RESOLUTION 

                                                      

NO.              
 

 

      A Resolution appointing Doug Jefcoat to the Board of Tax Assessors. 

 

      WHEREAS, there is a vacancy on a current term that is due to expire on December 31, 

2025 on the Board of Tax Assessors; and,  

  

      WHEREAS, the law requires the County Commission must appoint a successor when a 

board term expires or when a vacancy occurs; and,  

 

      WHEREAS, the board member appointed would serve the remainder of a six (6) years 

term of the late Mr. Trey Carmack; and,  

  

      NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF COLUMBUS, GEORGIA HEREBY 

RESOLVES: 

 

     That Doug Jefcoat is hereby appointed to fill the unexpired term of the late Mr. Trey 

Carmack on the Muscogee County Board of Tax Assessors with this term of office to begin upon 

the completion of the necessary Oaths of Office and expires on December 31, 2025. 

 

 ______________________________ 

 

  Introduced at a regular meeting of the Council of Columbus, Georgia held on the 25th day 

of February 2025 and adopted at said meeting by the affirmative vote of            members of said 

Council. 

 

Councilor Allen  voting  _______ 

Councilor Chambers voting  _______ 

Councilor Cogle  voting  _______ 

Councilor Crabb  voting  _______ 

Councilor Davis  voting _______ 

Councilor Garrett  voting  _______ 

Councilor Hickey  voting  _______ 

Councilor Huff  voting  _______ 

Councilor Thomas  voting  _______ 

Councilor Tucker  voting _______ 

 

 

_______________________________                                 _______________________________                                             

 Lindsey G. Mclemore                                                      B. H. “Skip” Henderson, III 

 Deputy Clerk of Council                         Mayor 
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File Attachments for Item:

3. RESOLUTION - A resolution excusing Councilor Byron Hickey from the February 25, 2025 

Council Meeting. 
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RESOLUTION 

 

NO. _______ 
 

   

      A Resolution excusing Councilors absence. 

 

_____________ 

 

THE COUNCIL OF COLUMBUS, GEORGIA, HEREBY RESOLVES: 

 

 
Pursuant to Section 3-103(6) of the Charter of Columbus, Georgia, Councilor Byron 

Hickey is hereby excused from attendance of the February 25, 2025 Council Meeting for the 

following reasons: 

 

Personal Business: 

_______________________ 
  

 

 Introduced at a regular meeting of the Council of Columbus, Georgia held on the 25th day 

of February 2025 and adopted at said meeting by the affirmative vote of        members of said 

Council. 

 

Councilor Allen  voting  _______ 

Councilor Chambers voting  _______ 

Councilor Cogle  voting  _______ 

Councilor Crabb  voting  _______ 

Councilor Davis  voting _______ 

Councilor Garrett  voting  _______ 

Councilor Hickey  voting  _______ 

Councilor Huff  voting  _______ 

Councilor Thomas  voting  _______ 

Councilor Tucker  voting _______ 

 

 

_______________________________                                 _______________________________                                             

Lindsey G. McLemore                                                   B. H. “Skip” Henderson, III 

Deputy Clerk of Council                             Mayor 

 

 
Form revised ll-l-79, Approved by Council ll-6-79 
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File Attachments for Item:

4. RESOLUTION - A resolution excusing Councilor Judy Thomas from the February 25, 2025 

Council Meeting. 
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RESOLUTION 

 

NO. _______ 
 

   

      A Resolution excusing Councilors absence. 

 

_____________ 

 

THE COUNCIL OF COLUMBUS, GEORGIA, HEREBY RESOLVES: 

 

 
Pursuant to Section 3-103(6) of the Charter of Columbus, Georgia, Councilor Judy W. 

Thomas is hereby excused from attendance of the February 25, 2025 Council Meeting for the 

following reasons: 

 

Personal Business: 

_______________________ 
  

 

 Introduced at a regular meeting of the Council of Columbus, Georgia held on the 25th day 

of February 2025 and adopted at said meeting by the affirmative vote of        members of said 

Council. 

 

Councilor Allen  voting  _______ 

Councilor Chambers voting  _______ 

Councilor Cogle  voting  _______ 

Councilor Crabb  voting  _______ 

Councilor Davis  voting _______ 

Councilor Garrett  voting  _______ 

Councilor Hickey  voting  _______ 

Councilor Huff  voting  _______ 

Councilor Thomas  voting  _______ 

Councilor Tucker  voting _______ 

 

 

_______________________________                                 _______________________________                                             

Lindsey G. McLemore                                                   B. H. “Skip” Henderson, III 

Deputy Clerk of Council                             Mayor 

 

 
Form revised ll-l-79, Approved by Council ll-6-79 
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File Attachments for Item:

5. Honorary Designation Application for Facilities – A request submitted by Superior Court 

Judge Bobby Peters to name the new Judicial Center in honor of the late Honorable John D. 

Allen.
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File Attachments for Item:

6. The Land Bank Authority is nominating Sherrie Aaron, Stephen Anthony and Michelle 

Williams to serve another term. (The Land Bank Authority nominates three of the seven members

to this authority with confirmation from the Council.)
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File Attachments for Item:

7. Minutes of the following boards:

Board of Family & Children Services, January 18 & September 14, 2024

Board of Tax Assessors, #04-25 & #05-25

Board of Water Commissioners, January 13, 2025

Community Development Advisory Council, September 8 & December 8, 2022; June 8, 

September 14 & December 14, 2023; December 12, 2024

Golf Course Authority of Columbus, January 14, 2025

Hospital Authority of Columbus, October 29, 2024

Liberty Theatre & Cultural Arts Center Advisory Board, July 19, October 16 & November 20, 

2024

Recreation Advisory Board, March 22, May 24 & July 26, 2023

Uptown Façade Board, April 15, May 20, July 23, August 19, September 16, October 21 & 

November 18, 2024; January 17, 2025
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47 Trinity Ave S.W., Atlanta, GA 30334 | dhs.ga.gov 

 

Muscogee County Division of Family and Children Services Board Meeting Minutes 
January 18, 2024 - 1:00 p.m. 
Location: 2100 Comer Avenue, Columbus GA 31904 
 
Call to Order 
The Muscogee County Georgia Division of Family and Children Services Board’s January 2024 
meeting was held via Microsoft Teams. 
Attendees/Participants 
Board Members in attendance: Dr. Chandler Padgett, Dr. Darlene Small, and Pastor Johnny 
Flakes 
Board Members not in attendance: Mrs. Gwendolyn McIntosh, and Mrs. Jennifer Melvin. 
Guest: Onteria Foster with One Main Focus Organization 
Georgia Division of Family and Children Services staff in attendance – were Muscogee County 
Director - Tonika Wadley and the Administrative Assistant - Chris Nunn.    
Review/Approval of minutes from last meeting(s) All details of the November 2023 Board 
meeting were provided to each Board member via email.   
Old Business 
There was no old business to discuss. 
New Business 
Mrs. Wadley greeted the Board Members and thanked them for their attendance. She began 
the meeting welcoming Ms. Onteria Foster with One Main Focus program and allowed her to 
share information regarding the organization. Ms. Foster shared that the program’s primary 
focus is to foster youth transition in and out of the system. They offer anger management 
classes, character building classes, completing a self-healing journal, and assist Group Homes 
with their ILP programs, and assist clients in completing their community service requirements. 
Ms. Foster reported two Group Home’s residents served Brookdale Retirement Home for an 
hour of engagement on MLK, Jr. Day. She reported the kids were exceptional on this outing.  
Ms. Foster added that the organization assist children coming out of the system with assistance 
in locating jobs, producing a resume, completing college applications, and locating housing. 
Currently, this organization only serve Muscogee County’s children. Mrs. Wadley will have the 
Foster Care leadership team to contact Ms. Foster regarding the services they offer. Ms. Foster 
thanked us for the opportunity to share the details of her program and was excused from the 
meeting.  
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January 2024 Board Meeting                                                   January 18, 2024 
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 2 
 
Mrs. Wadley again greeted the Board and wished them a Happy New Year, then asked if they 
had received the Board Report emailed last month. There were no questions regarding the 
report. The report is one that is done annually, although some of the information may change 
from year to year. Some changes relates to services and concerns around services. One of the 
main concerns for our agency is the access to appropriate mental health and substance abuse 
treatment programs for our youth. While there are programs for adults, there are limited 
services for youth who are challenged with substance abuse matters. This is a challenge for 
children in and out of care, Mrs. Wadley shared. She asked the Board to review the report and 
send an email or call her with any questions or concerns.  
Mrs. Wadley reported to the Board of the challenges the Office of Family Independence 
experienced for several months this past year with the backlog of Food Stamp Renewal 
applications. This issue was a statewide issue and they’re working to resolve the matter as 
much as possible. The challenge experienced was due to the enormous number of renewal 
applications versus the limited staff tasked to get them processed, Mrs. Wadley conveyed.   
There were no questions asked by the Board on the matter.  
The next item discussed pertained to Christmas and the Secret Santa Campaign through the 
state office. We were able to partner with Walmart again this year to provide gifts to our 
children in care for Christmas. Additionally, we received an abundant amount of donations 
from various organizations in our community this year. More donations were received this year 
versus last year by far. We will use the extra gifts for birthday gifts, other special occasions, and 
for Christmas gifts at the end of this year. The staff is to be commended for ensuring over 400 
children in Foster Care were provided gifts this year without any issues or problems.  
Mrs. Wadley informed the Board of our plans to share our appreciations again to our staff 
during the month of April – Staff Appreciation Month. She asked that the Board be on the 
lookout for details we’ll send them, as we will need to request permission to use county funds 
to carry out our staff appreciation event.  She invited the Board to participate in the event of 
celebrating our hard-working staff, if they were able.  
The last item shared by Mrs. Wadley was her being out of the office on FMLA to care for her 
husband. The Board was very supportive of Mrs. Wadley and even made themselves available 
to be of help where needed. She asked that during the time of her absence if they needed 
anything to reach out to Chris Nunn. With no other business to discuss, the meeting concluded 
at 1:25 p.m.  
 
Next Board meeting will be determined by Mrs. Wadley.   
Tonika Wadley 

Board County Secretary  
Tonika Wadley Director 
Muscogee County DFCS 
___________________ 
Board Chairperson 
Jennifer Melvin 
Muscogee County DFCS 
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2 PEACHTREE STREET NW, SUITE 19-490 | ATLANTA, GA 30303 

 

Muscogee County Division of Family and Children Services Board Meeting  

Date: September 19, 2024 

Location: 2100 Comer Avenue, Columbus GA 31904 

 

Call to Order 

The Muscogee County Georgia Division of Family and Children Services Board 

Meeting was held on September 19, 2024, via Microsoft Teams. 

 

Attendees/Participants 
Board Members in attendance: 
Dr. Darlene Small, Pastor Johnny Flakes, Mrs. Gwendolyn McIntosh, and Mrs. Jennifer 
Melvin. 
Georgia Division of Family and Children Services staff in attendance – were Muscogee 
County Director - Tonika Wadley  

Review/Approval of minutes from last meeting(s)  

 

Old Business 
There was no old business to discuss. 
 

New Business 
The meeting was called to order by chair, Jennifer Melvin. Mrs. Wadley greeted the board 
members and thanked them for their attendance. She began the meeting preparing for the fall 
festival on October 31, 2024. Mrs. Wadley shared about the county funds for the new fiscal year. 
Those funds help with General service assistance. It assists with utility paying the entire bill 
mostly get elders. They assist until the funds are depleted. The assistance is every 3rd Tuesday of 
the month. Dr. Small knows someone that can benefit from the utility assistance. This event will 
take place in the back of the building instead of inside due to it being crowded as long as the 
weather permits. There was a big turnout. Several businesses have donated to families. Mrs. 
Wadley isn’t using county funds for this event. Funds will come from a different pot. They are 
also preparing for the Clark Christmas for the kids in Foster Care. Every child that DFCS 
touches receives something for Christmas. The staff met with law enforcement earlier this week. 
Law enforcement showed the workers what the drugs look like and what we should look for. 
Mrs. Wadley mentioned all state employees received a 4% cost of living increase of $3,000.  
In June, they had a reunification with the mother. The case manager stuck by her, and she was 
able to get the child back. We had lunch for the family. 
Mrs. Wadley want to recognize the fathers also but due to there work schedule they were unable, 
but they do plan to acknowledge. 
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Mrs. Wadley shared lately there has been an increase in turnovers. There has also been a lot of 
cases coming in.  
Dr. Small- When the case managers identify the parent with drug abuse? 
Mrs. Wadley responded New Horizons help and they also have drug court. Unfortunately, we 
don’t have resources for teens. We also have recovery programs.  
Ms. Melvin asked is there still a great need for foster parents? Mrs. Wadley said we need foster 
parent that’s willing to take sibling groups. We have tried to put the children with relatives, but it 
doesn’t work out. 
Johnny Flakes said every 3rd Saturday they have House of Hopes that gives out clothes and food 
to families. 
The last item shared by Mrs. Wadley was annual board reports and getting treatment for 
the youth 
 

 

 

Next Board meeting will be November 21st at 1:00 via Microsoft Teams.  

 

 

 

_____________________ 
Board County Secretary  

Tonika Wadley Director 

Muscogee County DFCS 

 

____________________________________ 

Board Chairperson 

Jennifer Melvin 

Muscogee County DFCS 
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Columbus Consolidated Government 

Community Development Advisory Council 

(CDAC) 

Meeting Minutes 

September 8, 2022 

 

A virtual meeting via Microsoft Teams of the Community Development Advisory Council (CDAC) held 

on September 8, 2022, at 11:00 AM. 

 

Members Present: Chris Poirier, Tracy Belt, Tamika McKenzie, Mary Garcia, John Partin, 

Armando Fernandez, Charlotte Ingram, Virginia Dickerson, and Michael Ernst 

 

Members Absent: Christy Lemieux, Evan Collins, Sendreka Lakes, and Glenn Albright  

  

Also Present: Community Reinvestment Staff: Robert Scott, Michael Baker, Kawana Hooks, 

and Emma Kimbrel 

 

 

ORDER OF MEETING 

 

The meeting began at 11:05 am. With nine CDAC members being present, the CDAC board was able to 

conduct official business. 

 

• CDAC approved meeting minutes June 9, 2022.  The vote moved to motion by Armando 

Fernandez and second by Charlotte Ingram. 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

1. FY23 CDBG & HOME Grant Update 

a. HUD Monitoring 

Robert Scott, Community Reinvestment Director, talked about being monitored by HUD. 

The monitoring began on August 22. HUD is essentially looking at all aspects of the 

Community Reinvestment Departments implementation of funding. There are areas of 

opportunities around developing policies and procedures and the Department plans to 

develop those over this fiscal year. There will be more of an update in the December 

CDAC meeting. 

b. HOME-ARP 

Rob shared that the City has received around $3.5 million for Affordable Housing 

Developments, building of non-congregate shelter, and operating expenses. The 

Department has received three applications and plans to have them reviewed by the end 

of the month and go to Council with a recommendation in October.  

c. FY22 CAPER Extension 

Rob shared about the Consolidated Annual Performance Evaluation Report (CAPER) 

extension. This would be the time of that the Department would share the 

accomplishments with the implementation of the funding to include who was served and 

highlight projects that the Department has worked on. The Department has requested an 

extension because of the being monitored. The new submission date is December 31. 
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NEXT MEETING 

 

The next CDAC meeting December 8, 2022, 11:00 am on Teams. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:14 AM. 
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Columbus Consolidated Government 

Summary of the 

Community Development Advisory Council 

(CDAC) 

December 8, 2022 

 

A virtual meeting via Microsoft Teams of the Community Development Advisory Council (CDAC) held 

on December 8, 2022 at 11:00 AM. 

 

Members Present: Chris Poirier, Tamika McKenzie, John Partin, and Michael Ernst 

 

Members Absent: Christy Lemieux, Virginia Dickerson, Mary Garcia, Armando Fernandez, 

Charlotte Ingram, Evan Collins, Sendreka Lakes, Glenn Albright, and Tracy Belt 

  

Also Present: Community Reinvestment Staff: Robert Scott, Kimberly Mitchell, Michael 

Baker, Emma Kimbrel, and Kawana Hooks 

 

 

ORDER OF MEETING 

 

The meeting began at 11:10 am. With four CDAC members being present the CDAC board was unable to 

conduct official business due to lack of quorum. 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

1. CDBG & HOME Grant Update 

a. Hud Monitoring 

Robert Scott, Community Reinvestment Director, gave an update on the HUD 

Monitoring. The Community Reinvestment Department received a monitoring letter on 

November 3rd. The letter stated there were deficiencies  in the department when it came 

to program policies and procedures. Rob shared for the next six months the department 

was going to work to correct their policies and procedures and are working on a response 

to HUD. 

b. CAPER 

Rob gave an update on the CAPER. He took CDAC through a presentation that showed 

the Community Reinvestments work throughout the year, who the department partnered 

with, and who was served. 

c. HOME-ARP 

Kimberly Mitchell, Community Reinvestment Assistant Director, shared about HOME-

ARP funding. She shared how much the department was funded and how the department 

allocated the funds. Kim shared who the funding is intended to serve, eligible activities, 

and how the application process worked within the Community Reinvestment 
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Department. Kim shared that The Housing Authority, The Salvation Army, and Hope 

Harbour applied. All were awarded. The Housing Authority was awarded on a 

contingency based on other funding. They did not receive their other funding, but there is 

ten years to expend the funds so they could still be awarded. Robert went on to share 

about the implementation timeline for the funds. Right now, the department is waiting on 

final approval from HUD for the implementation of funding.  

d. CRD 2023  

Rob shared from this next year would look like for the Community Reinvestment 

Department. He talked about the importance of training for his staff. He also talked about 

the CDBG Public Service applications coming up. Next, Rob brought up the Annual 

Action Plan that needs to be approved by Council and then submitted to HUD before 

June 30th.  

e. Discussion 

John Partin asked about extra meetings. Rob explained there would be a training session 

for those who would like to help score applications.  

Chris Poirier asked about United Way getting $80,000 each year. Rob explained United 

Way had a ten year plan to address homelessness so the through a resolution passed by 

City Council it committed $80,000 of the CDBG Public Service Grant to this ten year 

plana and it has since continued. Chris questioned the legality and Rob ensured it was 

legal and that he would provide Chris resources for his questions. 

f. 2023 Dates 

i. March 9, 2023 

ii. June 15, 2023 

iii. September 14, 2023 

iv. December 14, 2023 

 

 

NEXT MEETING 

 

The next CDAC meeting March 9, 2023, at 11:00 am on Teams. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:54 AM. 
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Columbus Consolidated Government 
Summary of the 

Community Development Advisory Council 
(CDAC) 

June 8, 2023 
 

A virtual meeting via Microsoft Teams of the Community Development Advisory Council (CDAC) held 
on March 9, 2023 at 11:00 AM. 
 
Members Present: Mary Garcia, Chris Poirier, Virginia Dickerson, Charlotte Ingram, Tracey Belt, 

and John Partin  
 
Members Absent: Armando Fernandez, Tamika McKenzie, Michael Ernst, Christy Lemieux, Evan 

Collins, Sendreka Lakes, and Glenn Albright 
  
Also Present: Community Reinvestment Staff: Robert Scott, Altemese Wilson, Michael Baker, 

Emma Kimbrel, and Kawana Hooks 
 
 
ORDER OF MEETING 
 
The meeting began at 11:05 am. With six CDAC members being present the CDAC board was unable to 
conduct official business due to lack of quorum. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 

1. CDBG & HOME Grant Update 

a. Staffing Update 

Robert Scott, Director of Community Reinvestment, introduced Altemese Wilson, the 

departments new HOME Program Coordinator. 

b. Annual Action Plan 

Rob shared a presentation on the Annual Action Plan. The presentation laid out the goals 

of the Department for the upcoming fiscal year. Rob also shared about the new way the 

Department would be accepting applications as well as taking in program income from 

projects in order to maximize funding. 

John Partin asked about the demolition of the farmer’s market. Rob explained the process 

it was going through in order to get to the demo.  

Charlotte asked about knowing about the projects that are going on. Rob encouraged 

CDCAC to reach out outside of the CDAC meeting in order to keep updated with what’s 

going on within CDAC.  

Rob then shared about a few CDBG projects that are currently being done.  
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c. Discussion 

Tracy asked if we could vote virtually on minutes. Emma commented that there was 

nothing in the bylaws against voting virtually. 

There was also a preference for meeting in person, so a hybrid meeting was discussed. 

d. 2023 Dates 

i. September 14, 2023 

ii. December 14, 2023 

 
 

NEXT MEETING 
 
The next CDAC meeting September 14, 2023, at 11:00 am on Teams.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:11 PM. 
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Columbus Consolidated Government 
Summary of the 

Community Development Advisory Council 
(CDAC) 

September 14, 2023 
 

A virtual meeting via Microsoft Teams of the Community Development Advisory Council (CDAC) held 
on September 14, 2023, at 11:00 AM. 
 
Members Present: Mary Garcia, Virginia Dickerson, Charlotte Ingram, and Evan Collins 
 
Members Absent: Armando Fernandez, Tracey Belt, Tamika McKenzie, Michael Ernst, Christy 

Lemieux, John Partin, Sendreka Lakes, and Glenn Albright 
  
Also Present: Community Reinvestment Staff: Robert Scott, Michael Baker, Emma Kimbrel, 

and Natalie Bouyett 
 
 
ORDER OF MEETING 
 
The meeting began at 11:05 am. With six CDAC members being present the CDAC board was unable to 
conduct official business due to lack of quorum. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 

1. CDBG & HOME Grant Update 

a. Chairperson 

Emma Kimbrel, Community Reinvestment Planner let the board know that Chris Poirier 

resigned his position. Tracey Belt, Vice Chairperson, will be acting as Chairperson. There 

was not a quorum so a vote could not be held at the current meeting.  

b. Audit 

Emma gave an update on the internal audit performed within Community Reinvestment. 

The auditor met with CRD staff over the past few months collectively and individually. 

The audit team presented at Council this past Tuesday and presented their findings. A 

few recommendations were made, and Emma shared them with the board. Emma also 

provided CDAC with the presentation post meeting.  

c. CAPER 

Emma shared about the Consolidated Annual Performance Evaluation Report (CAPER). 

CDAC was told of the public comment period as well as the upcoming public meeting.  

d. RVRC Program Agreement 

Emma shared about the programmatic agreement between River Valley Regional 

Commission (RVRC) and the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). The 
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agreements’ purpose is to shorten the SHPO response time from 30 days to 15 days by 

using RVRC as the department’s local SHPO authority. Emma provided CDAC with the 

agreement post meeting.   

e. ARP Update 

Mary Garcia, ARP Project Analyst, gave an update on ARP funding. Mary shared about 

the Utility Assistance Program as well as the Affordable Housing Program.  

f. Public Facilities Application 

Emma gave an update on the CDBG – Public Facilities applications. The application is 

open on a yearly basis, with no closing date. Applications will be accepted based on 

eligibility and readiness. Emma shared a few examples of CDBG-PF projects the 

department is working on.  

2. Open Floor Discussion 

a. Charlotte asked about ways to increase participation. Rob responded sharing that the 

department has a new vision for CDAC and ensuring members want to participate.  

 
NEXT MEETING 
 
The next CDAC meeting is December 14, 2023, at 11:00 am on Teams.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:37 AM. 
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Columbus Consolidated Government 
Summary of the 

Community Development Advisory Council 
(CDAC) 

December 14, 2023 
 

A virtual meeting via Microsoft Teams of the Community Development Advisory Council (CDAC) held 
on December 14, 2023, at 11:00 AM. 
 
Members Present: Mary Garcia, Virginia Dickerson, Charlotte Ingram, Mike Welch, and Tamika 

McKenzie 
 
Members Absent: Armando Fernandez, Tracey Belt, Evan Collins, Michael Ernst, Christy Lemieux, 

John Partin, Sendreka Lakes, and Glenn Albright 
  
Also Present: Community Reinvestment Staff: Michael Baker, Emma Kimbrel, Kawana 

Hooks, Altemese Wilson and Kimberly Mitchell 
 
 
ORDER OF MEETING 
 
The meeting began at 11:05 am. With five CDAC members being present the CDAC board was unable to 
conduct official business due to lack of quorum. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 

1. CDBG & HOME Grant Update 

a. Chairperson 

Emma Kimbrel, Community Reinvestment Planner let the board know that Chris Poirier 

resigned his position. Tracey Belt, Vice Chairperson, will be acting as Chairperson. There 

was not a quorum so a vote could not be held at the current meeting.  

b. Annual Action Plan 

Emma gave an update on the FY2025 Annual Action Plan. Emma explained that the 

Annual Action Plan carries out the goals of the Consolidated Plan. The document shares 

how HUD funding will be expended by the Community Reinvestment Department.  

c. RVRC Program Agreement 

Emma shared about the programmatic agreement between River Valley Regional 

Commission (RVRC) and the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). The 

agreements’ purpose is to shorten the SHPO response time from 30 days to 15 days by 

using RVRC as the department’s local SHPO authority. The agreement is in the final 

stages of review. 
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d. Public Facilities Application 

Emma gave an update on the CDBG – Public Facilities applications. The application is 

open on a yearly basis, with no closing date. Applications will be accepted based on 

eligibility and readiness. Emma shared a few examples of CDBG-PF projects the 

department is working on.  

e. ARP Update 

Mary Garcia, ARP Project Analyst, gave an update on ARP funding. Mary shared about 

the Utility Assistance Program as well as the Affordable Housing Program.  

Board Member Mike Welch asked Mary what is considered low income. Mary responded 

that 80% below the area median income for Columbus.  

Mike asked what the amount was for 80%. Mary gave some examples and Emma sent the 

income chart post meeting.  

Mike asked what assistance was being given and how do citizens apply. Mary shared 

about the utility assistance and our partnership with Enrichment Services.  

Board Member Charlotte Ingram asked about how to apply. Mary shared that 

applications are closed right now, but they are trying to reopen once they receive 

additional funding. She stated that if reopened, citizens would make an appointment with 

Enrichment Services to ensure they qualify and should apply. 

Mike asked if this is a one-time payment, Mary confirmed that is correct. 

f. Meeting Times for 2024 

Emma shared meeting times for 2024. She asked if there were any issues with the 

proposed times and no board members had any. 

2. Open Floor Discussion 

Mike asked about the minutes from September 8, 2022. Emma shared that CDAC has not had a 

quorum since 2022. Mike suggested if board members miss a certain number of meetings, 

they’re off the board. Emma let the board know they are working on that currently. 

 

 
NEXT MEETING 
 
The next CDAC meeting is March 14, 2024, at 11:00 am on Teams.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:25 AM. 
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Columbus Consolidated Government 

Minutes of the Community Development Advisory Council (CDAC) 

December 12, 2024 

A hybrid meeting (in-person and via Microsoft Teams) of the Community Development 

Advisory Council (CDAC) was held on December 12, 2024, at 10:00 AM. 

Members Present: 

Brandy Tolbert, Denise Cambridge, James Jordan, Anthony Montgomery, Tracy Belt, Mike 

Welch, and Adrian Wade 

Members Absent: 

Charlotte Ingram, Tollie Strode Jr., and Julito Portillo 

Also Present: 

Community Reinvestment Staff: Rob Scott and Emma Kimbrel 

---------------------------------------- 

Order of Meeting 

The meeting commenced at 10:07 AM. With seven CDAC members present, the board met 

the quorum requirement to conduct official business. Vice Chair Tracy Belt called the 

meeting to order. 

Since the September 12, 2024, CDAC meeting did not have a quorum, there were no minutes 

to approve. 

Discussion 

Director's Report 

Welcome and New Member Introductions 

The meeting began with introductions, including three new members. James Jordan 

requested a brief overview of CDAC and the Community Reinvestment Department (CRD). 

Rob Scott, Director of Community Reinvestment, provided a summary of the history and 

roles of CDAC and CRD. 

The CRD manages HUD entitlement funds, including the Community Development Block 

Grant (CDBG), HOME Investment Partnership Program (HOME), and Emergency Solutions 

Grant (ESG). These funds aim to serve low- to moderate-income individuals or areas. Rob 

emphasized CDAC’s role as a bridge between the CRD and the community, facilitating 

communication and representation of diverse communities in Columbus. 
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Nominating a Board Chair 

Vice Chair Tracy Belt outlined the qualities desired in a board chair, emphasizing visibility 

and community involvement. Tracy nominated Denise Cambridge for the role. Denise 

accepted, sharing her extensive community involvement and commitment to ensuring 

accessibility of information. A motion to elect Denise as Board Chair was made by Tracy and 

seconded by James. 

CDAC Bylaws 

Emma Kimbrel, Planner for Community Reinvestment, distributed copies of the updated 

CDAC Bylaws. Changes included: 

- Quarterly meetings updated to monthly. 

- Clarification of quorum requirements. 

- Updated in-person meeting requirements. 

The bylaws were approved via virtual vote. 

2025 Meeting Dates 

Emma proposed revising the meeting schedule. After discussion, the group agreed to meet 

on the second Thursdays at 2:00 PM and to replace the November meeting with a December 

meeting for better year-end planning. 

The approved 2025 meeting dates are: 

January 9, 2025, at 2:00 PM 

March 13, 2025, at 2:00 PM 

May 8, 2025, at 2:00 PM 

July 10, 2025, at 2:00 PM 

September 11, 2025, at 2:00 PM 

December 11, 2025, at 2:00 PM 

A motion to approve the dates was made by Tracy and seconded by Denise. Emma will 

distribute meeting invitations. 

HUD Entitlement Funding 

Annual Action Plan (AAP) 

Emma explained the AAP process, which outlines plans for HUD funding in the next fiscal 

year. Public meetings will provide information on funding availability and allow public 

comment on the drafted plan. 

Funding Details: 
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- CRD calculates funding projections using 80% of the previous year’s allocation. 

- Public Services applications will open on January 6, 2025. CDAC members will be able to 

assist in reviewing applications. 

Programming Application Overview: 

- CDBG: Public Services applications open annually; Public Facilities and Infrastructure 

applications are open year-round. 

- HOME: Supports homeownership and affordable housing; applications open year-round. 

- ESG: A new program addressing homelessness, leveraging Rob’s prior experience. This 

program is in development and more information will be shared soon. 

The first public meeting for the AAP will be held on January 9, 2025, at 5:30 PM at the Public 

Library. 

CAPER 

Emma provided a brief overview of the Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation 

Report (CAPER). The report, which highlights funding expenditures and project statuses, 

received an extension to allow separate development of the AAP. 

City Council Presentation 

Rob Scott will present the CAPER to City Council on December 17, 2024. CDAC members 

were encouraged to attend to demonstrate support for CRD initiatives. 

Open Floor Discussion 

Brandy Tolbert inquired about the districts represented by the board. Emma agreed to send 

out the member list after the meeting. 

Next Meeting 

The next CDAC meeting is scheduled for January 9, 2025, at 2:00 PM in person at the Annex, 

located at 420 10th Street, 1st Floor Conference Room. 

Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 11:33 AM. 
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The Liberty Theatre & Cultural Arts Center 

Advisory Board Minutes 
July 19, 2024 

 

Board Members Present:  Delois Marsh, , Ku’Wonna Ingram, Arsburn “Oz” Roberts, Arreasha Lawerence, Mimi Woodson, 

  Dr. Shikha Shah, 

 

Board Members Absent: Gloria Strode, Terrance Flowers, Carolyn Star-Ross, Fernando Verdree, Cletus Richardson, 

 

Present: Civic Center Staff- Jennifer Babin, Caryn Hammond, Kanise Wiggins, Josaland Hardwick and Rae McConnell.   

Mimi Woodson-Called for order at 2:08pm 

Minutes for May 9, 2024 approved.  

Preliminary Planning for the 100th Centennial Celebration- Oz Roberts 

 Several committees have been formed for the following events. 

1) March 20, a press conference 

2) April 5, will be a celebratory ribbon cutting 

3) April 11, Gala-hoping to bring back people to Columbus that has performed here. 

4) April 12, Film festival 

5) April 26, Talent Show 

6) May 3, Jazz Concert 

7) May 4, Gospel event 

8) May 10, Ma Fest  

 

 Mimi Woodson announced that the Slogan for the Liberty Theatre will Be “The soul of the community”.  

 Delois Marsh requested that a building update be placed on the advisory board agenda for each meeting. 

 Next meeting we will set goals and discuss financials and branding.  

 A motion was made and approved for the board to meet monthly. 

 

 
 

 

Meeting adjourned 3:10pm 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rae McConnell 
Rae McConnell, Board Secretary 
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The Liberty Theatre & Cultural Arts Center 

Advisory Board Minutes 
October 16, 2024 

 

Board Members Present:  Mimi Woodson, Arsburn “Oz” Roberts, Arreasha Bryant, Fernando Verdree, Carolyn Star-Ross, 

   

Board Members Absent: Gloria Strode, Terrance Flowers, Cletus Richardson(excused), Delois Marsh, Ku’Wonna Ingram (excused), 

Dr. Shikha Shah(excused), 

 

Present: Civic Center Staff- Jennifer Babin, Caryn Hammond, Kanise Wiggins, Josaland Hardwick and Rae McConnell.   

Mimi Woodson-Called for order at 11:07am 

Minutes for July 19, 2024, set aside for approval until November 20, 2024, due to no quorum.  

Preliminary Planning for the 100th Centennial Celebration- Oz Roberts 

1) Discussed 2024 Liberty Theater Centennial Events Chairs Projected with Budgets. 

2) Presented a Liberty (partial) List of people that had Careers here. 

3) Presented copy of letter to be used for sponsorship request. 

4) Presented a commemorative coin with A URL code on one side. 
5) Presented and discussed Liberty Theatre Film festival ad. 

Mimi Woodson addressed Article XXll Columbus Sports & Entertainment Facilities Authority. With a lengthy discussion about 

members coming to the next Council meeting and their voices being heard, a page of talking points was presented and it was asked if 

anyone wanted to add to it to please do so.  

 

Next Meeting November 20,2024 
 

 

Meeting adjourned 12:13pm 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rae McConnell 
Rae McConnell, Board Secretary 
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The Liberty Theatre & Cultural Arts Center 
Advisory Board Minutes 

October 16, 2024 
 

Amendment 

 

Delois Marsh shall be marked as excused from this meeting. 
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The Liberty Theatre & Cultural Arts Center 

Advisory Board Minutes 
November 20, 2024 

 

Board Members Present:  Mimi Woodson, Delois Marsh, Ku’Wonna Ingram, Arsburn “Oz” Roberts, Arreasha Lawerence,  

 Dr. Shikha Shah, Carolyn Star-Ross, Fernando Verdree, 

 

Board Members Absent: Gloria Strode, Terrance Flowers, Cletus Richardson,  

 

Present: Civic Center Staff- Lisa Goodwin, Jennifer Babin, Troy Vanerson, Caryn Hammond, Kanise Wiggins, Josaland Hardwick                 

and Rae McConnell.   

Mimi Woodson-Called for order at 1:04pm 

Minutes for July 19, 2024, approved. October 16, 2024, minutes approved with addendum.  

Jennifer Babin: 

 Introduction of Branding team: 

o Kenneth Davis- has 15 years of graphic design experience 

o Lee Snow- has 15 years of graphic design experience, worked for Creative South. 

o Ari McLean- has a background in Theatre and works in Marketing. 

 Presented slides of potential Logo for the Liberty Theatre and the 100-year logo and coin. 

 Presented slides of potential web site.  

Oz- went over the dates of events for the Centennial Celebration. 

Kanise Wiggins- Gave up-date on the Kickoff on April 5th. She has asked the board for permission to put out vendor and food truck 

applications. There are two dance teams that have committed to the event, one is Central High School and the other is Carver. We 

have a great line up for the event. We do think we have found ways to lessen the budget we initially provided. 

Delois March asked for an update of the Liberty Theatre building to be placed on the agenda each meeting. 

Lisa Goodwin reported that the roof is approved, and replacement will start within a few days. The mold will be removed next and 

then the HAVC system will go in. 

Delois Marsh recommended that the day of the meeting be changed so everyone can be in attendance. 

Oz – Think about what you would like to see in the Liberty building and bring your list of ideas to the next meeting. 

All committees will turn in a budget to OZ, and he will present a revised budget at the next meeting.  

Lisa- We need to have a budget by January. 

Continue looking for sponsorship for centennial only.  

 

 

 

 

Meeting adjourned 2:03pm 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rae McConnell 
Rae McConnell, Board Secretary 
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RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 

MINUTES 

March 22, 2023 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Irene Pate, Ryan Stanford, Brantley Pittman, Rod Lawrence, David Miles 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Sherisse Malone, Carl Brown, Jeff Battles 

VACANT POSITIONS: 

District 1, 2, 3   

CITY STAFF PRESENT: 

Holli Browder, Tommy Groce, Josh Carter and Ryan McCann 

A meeting of the Recreation Advisory Board was held on Wednesday, March 22, 2023 with the 
meeting being called to order by Irene Pate at 12:20 pm. 

ROLL CALL WAS COMPLETED by Ryan McCann 

Holli Browder- greeted all  present, mentioned box lunches and gift bags. Thanked for service 
to Board.  

STAFF UPDATES: 

Aquatics (Josh Carter): 

Stated swim lesson season is coming and expecting a good turn-out. Working to get Double 
Churches Pool ready. An Easter event is planned and ready. Treat bags will be passed out. Some 
swill meets have been held recently with 2 big ones to be held between now and July. 

The designs for the 3 pools under reconstruction are basically finalized. Designs are just slightly 
different to encourage people to try them all out. Holli mentioned that all of them will have 
basketball hoops and slides. The slides will be slightly different from one another. Partially due 
to the topography of the pool areas. 

Josh said there will be several awning-covered areas at all pools. Bench seating is to be installed 
to increase overall seating capacity. Shade coverings will also be over the shallow entry points 
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for little ones and parents to afford additional protection. A splash pad has been approved for 
Carver Park with a 2nd location to be named soon.  

Holli said the bathrooms will all be unisex. Lazy Rivers will be a feature of all the pools along 
with lane swimming. Cabanas and pavilions will be rentable. The number of guards needed is 
still not final. All pools are scheduled to be open by April 2024. 

Brantley asked if splash pads need staff in attendance the whole time they’re open. Holli said it 
is intended to have remote monitoring of the splash pads with the ability to turn off the pumps 
and lights so as not to require full-time staffing. With year-to-year staffing reductions in the 
department, it’s a challenge getting the personnel to cover the  

Park Services- Includes Memorial Stadium and Golden Park (Tommy Groce): 

Correction officer positions for clean-up crew management are still difficult to fill due to 
certificate requirements; a 5-week program. Employee quality has been a challenge since 
COVID-19. New equipment is coming in slowly, allowing for more efficient work. Irene 
recognized the monumental task of having kept up with as much as what we did with limited 
personnel and equipment. 

Director (Holli Browder): 

Holli is looking to board members for support from council regarding the budget finalizations 
and personnel pay rates. She mentioned the disparity between staff of similar job 
responsibilities in Public Works and Parks & Recreation. It would be much easier to get staff for 
our department if the pay rates were equalized. 

Out of $9+ million Parks & Recreation asked for in FY24, we were asked to prioritize $3M-$4M 
worth of projects. Irene expressed feeling that several council members may be out of touch 
with practices and policies of the department. She said some of them expressed understanding 
that Parks & Recreation charges a fee for usage of all facilities and services. She suggested the 
council go on a bus tour of the facilities to see first-hand the conditions of the facilities. 

Tommy said the price increases of supplies are a real challenge as well. He said a filed marking 
paint order took 5 months to be delivered and the price increased from $14k to almost $28k for 
the same quantity. They really had to spread it thin to cover the area needed. 

Holli mentioned that many of our sports are year-round now, but when planning was done and 
budgets established, the same sports were only a few months of the year. There is a distinct 
need for increased numbers of facilities and funding to care for them.  

Many of the trees in South Commons have been removed due to age, debris and deadfall. 
Several shade structures are going up to replace the shade offered by the trees.  

The Rigdon Park playground is in the planning stage. The department has applied for a state 
grant for 3 playgrounds and has made it through the first round. We are also planning for 
converting the lighting at Memorial Stadium to LED lighting. 
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David Miles noted that some water fountains had been removed and wondered what the plan 
for replacement was. Holli said bottle fillers are the best option due to COVID-19 concerns. It 
was also expressed that blowers are not preferred to using paper towels. 

Tommy asked if the locations of the planned splashpads had been set yet and if they were 
going to be fenced off. Holli said they weren’t sure yet on locations or fencing.  

David Miles asked why converting the Woodruff Farm Soccer complex lights to LED had not 
been set yet. The last quote he saw was around $300 per light pole. Georgia Power is using a 3rd 
party vendor to do lighting projects. Holli indicated that the city is using Musco as the vendor 
for lighting projects.  

Adjournment: 

With no further discussion, Irene Pate made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  It was seconded 
my David Miles and the meeting was adjourned at 1:10 pm. 

Minutes recorded by Ryan McCann. 

NOTE: Items written in RED require follow-up by the party’s as indicated in the narrative. 
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RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 

MINUTES 

 

May 24, 2023 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Lane Ogletree-Battle, Sherisse Malone, Brantley Pittman, Ryan Stanford, Irene Pate, Jeff Battles 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Rodney Lawrence and David Miles 

VACANT POSITIONS: 

District 2, 3 & 9 

CITY STAFF PRESENT: 

Holli Browder, Tommy Groce, Ryan McCann, Becky Summerlin, Samantha Thies, & Eli Willard 

A meeting of the Recreation Advisory Board was held on Wednesday, May 24, 2023 with the 
meeting being called to order by Holli Browder at 12:12 pm. 

ROLL CALL WAS COMPLETED by Ryan McCann 

Holli Browder- greeted all  present and asked for introductions as it was Lane Ogletree-Battle’s 
first meeting. 

Jeff Battles motioned for the previous meeting minutes to be entered into the record. Brantley 
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous to accept the minutes as published. 

Holli deferred to Jeff to provide an update since he had a previous obligation and needed to 
leave early.  Jeff mentioned the Odis Spencer stadium is now open for events and is a great 
facility. Encouraged everyone to attend an event so they could see it. New upgrades to sports 
fields are planned for schools including Eddy and Veteran’s Memorial middle schools. 
Rothschild and Baker middle are already done. The ESPOLST is really helping get things done. 

STAFF UPDATES: 

Recreation Services (Becky Summerlin):  

Pickle ball courts are becoming available in all rec centers with recent equipment purchases. 
There is one full time and several part time positions open in the division. The Senior Picnic is 
scheduled for May 25 at 10am at Cooper Creek Park. Aquatics will be opening pools for summer 
hours soon. The Aquatics Center has a large NAIA swim meet scheduled as well as the biggest 
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swim event we’ve ever done- the GRPA state meet, in July. The Senior Meet (ages 14+) will be 
soon after that. 

Director (Holli Browder): 

Staffing is pretty good now with lifeguards and support staff all lined up. We had a successful 
recruiting period. Summer Passes are printed and getting distributed in multiple places. The 
three outdoor pool renovations are not quite finalized yet. We do know they will be much more 
colorful, shady and fun designs. We’re planning to have the 3 outdoor pools and 2 splashpads 
ready for the Summer 2024 season. The projects are made possible by the SPLOST funding. 

Irene Pate asked which pool is first to be reopened. Holli stated all three should be ready 
almost simultaneously. The pools are very similar, but with some differences that will make 
each one attractive in its own way. The hope is that users will try more than one and move 
across neighborhoods.  

Holli added that maintenance is a critical element with the new construction. The goal is to 
avoid a repeat of what happened previously with the pools. There will be the addition of 
remote monitoring and control of some of the pool systems in order to react more quickly 
when needed. Things like the water flow rate, chemical levels, etc. can be monitored. Pool 
contractors are de-constructing the old pools and analyzing the results so they can see what 
happened to cause the collapses in the old pools. That way they can mitigate any potential 
issues. 

Becky Summerlin said Cooper Creek Park has had a naming committee meeting to decide on an 
honorary or memorial name for the clubhouse. It looks like it will be named in memory of Rick 
Gordon, a former P&R Director and long-time tennis advocate that died recently.  

 

Park Services- Includes Memorial Stadium and Golden Park (Tommy Groce): 

A softball tournament is starting this coming weekend. The finals will be played by the following 
Wednesday. Rain is hampering some of the play up to this point.  

Staffing is much better in Park Services at this point. They are onboarding the last 2 corrections 
officers they needed for park crews now. He only has 1 fulltime and 1 part time position open 
right now. 

Much of the back-ordered equipment has come in with more on the way. He hopes it will 
relieve some of the backlog of work. 

Athletics (Eli Willard): 

Eli is now the primary contact for NAIA events. Athletics events are more spread out and 
provide unique challenges for staffing. Spring softball is wrapping up with a short summer 
season planned. Ultimate frisbee is on the horizon. 
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Community Schools (Sam Thies): 

Summer camp staff training is under way with camp starting soon. Adding Hannan and 
Clubview schools to the After School Program (ASP) support for the 23-24 school year. The 
Summer BOOST Grant is providing much needed materials for various programs.  

 

Holli Browder: 

There are several projects ongoing for P&R. We purchased 3 sets of outdoor exercise 
equipment to be installed at Britt David, Cooper Creek, and Rigdon Park at a cost of $80k-$100k 
per location.  

We presented a request to council for $13M including approximately $3.5M in labor costs- 
trying to increase the number of P&R workers. WE need many of them to meet the state ratios 
for the After School Program. Roughly $10M was for equipment to include vehicles and 
recreation equipment. We were awarded two fulltime and one parttime personnel only.  

Park Rangers are coming from the Muscogee County Prison staff. They will be off-duty, getting 
paid overtime to patrol the parks. The city will be divided into three sections with an officer on 
duty in each one, 24 hours per day. Shifts will be overlapped to provide coverage during report 
times and allow for calls to be finished up. The plan is to keep them low-key, but present 
enough to keep things operating smoothly. Additional cameras are helping. 

Brantley Pittman asked if MCP will have the power to cite or arrest. Holli stated they would 
have the power. He also asked if MCP was paying the officers and Holli indicated they were. She 
added that the rangers would seek to remove problem people, but MCSO and CPD would 
handle anything serious. Brantley also asked if the cameras is use were recording to the cloud 
or locally. Holli said they were cloud recording with live access. CPD also has direct access.  

A new collaborative with YMCA, Girls Inc, The Urban League and others is underway. The pilot 
program will be at Frank Chester. They are offering extended hours at the rec center by 
augmenting P&R staff with personnel from the collaboration partners. 

The state of Georgia has approved our initial grant applications for park space improvements. 
Final approval is still down the road. 

Sherisse Malone asked about swings at the Psalmond Road playground being replaced. Holli 
said Council has not budgeted to replace it. It’s also outside of the census tract for state funding 
to replace. 

Another project is new LED lighting at AJ McClung Memorial Stadium. It will allow for streaming 
and televising of games. Bibb City soccer fields are getting new irrigation, grading, soil and turf. 
They are trying to extend the playability of the fields for adults and to accommodate a longer 
season of play.  

P&R will be relocating several divisions to the new downtown City Hall location on 1st Avenue. 
The moves will be spread out from 6/21 to 7/13. 
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Brantley asked about the status of the mobile rec center. Holli told us that the truck and trailer 
have been delivered and were recently used for an event. They are both pending graphic wraps.  

Plans are being made to open Comer Rec Center for normal operations. Will be moving staff 
from Fox to Comer to facilitate this. 

Lane Ogletree-Battle said she is looking to get more plugged into community activities. She 
asked if Primus King was permanently closed. Holli said it is closed as well as Belvedere Park. 

 

Becky Summerlin (Asst. Director): 

Becky mentioned the P&R employee appreciation event coming up at the Lake Oliver Marina 
and invited board members to attend if they liked. She asked Ryan to forward a copy of the 
flyer to the board members. 

 

Adjournment: 

With no further discussion, Irene Pate made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  It was seconded 
my Brantley Pittman and the meeting was adjourned at 1:14 pm. 

Minutes recorded by Ryan McCann. 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: Items written in RED require follow-up by the party’s as indicated in the narrative. 
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RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 

MINUTES 

 

July 26, 2023 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Lane Ogletree-Battle, Brantley Pittman, Ryan Stanford, Rodney Lawrence, David Miles 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Irene Pate, Sherisse Malone 

VACANT POSITIONS: 

District 2, 3 & 9 

CITY STAFF PRESENT: 

Holli Browder, Tommy Groce, Ryan McCann, Becky Summerlin, Samantha Thies, & Eli Willard 

A meeting of the Recreation Advisory Board was held on Wednesday, July 26, 2023 with the 
meeting being called to order by Holli Browder at 12:12 pm. 

ROLL CALL WAS COMPLETED by Ryan McCann 

Holli Browder- greeted all  present and asked for introductions as it was Lane Ogletree-Battle’s 
first meeting. 

Jeff Battles motioned for the previous meeting minutes to be entered into the record. Brantley 
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous to accept the minutes as published. 

Holli deferred to Jeff to provide an update since he had a previous obligation and needed to 
leave early.  Jeff mentioned the Odis Spencer stadium is now open for events and is a great 
facility. Encouraged everyone to attend an event so they could see it. New upgrades to sports 
fields are planned for schools including Eddy and Veteran’s Memorial middle schools. 
Rothschild and Baker middle are already done. The ESPOLST is really helping get things done. 

STAFF UPDATES: 

Recreation Services (Becky Summerlin):  

Pickle ball courts are becoming available in all rec centers with recent equipment purchases. 
There is one full time and several part time positions open in the division. The Senior Picnic is 
scheduled for May 25 at 10am at Cooper Creek Park. Aquatics will be opening pools for summer 
hours soon. The Aquatics Center has a large NAIA swim meet scheduled as well as the biggest 
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swim event we’ve ever done- the GRPA state meet, in July. The Senior Meet (ages 14+) will be 
soon after that. 

Director (Holli Browder): 

Staffing is pretty good now with lifeguards and support staff all lined up. We had a successful 
recruiting period. Summer Passes are printed and getting distributed in multiple places. The 
three outdoor pool renovations are not quite finalized yet. We do know they will be much more 
colorful, shady and fun designs. We’re planning to have the 3 outdoor pools and 2 splashpads 
ready for the Summer 2024 season. The projects are made possible by the SPLOST funding. 

Irene Pate asked which pool is first to be reopened. Holli stated all three should be ready 
almost simultaneously. The pools are very similar, but with some differences that will make 
each one attractive in its own way. The hope is that users will try more than one and move 
across neighborhoods.  

Holli added that maintenance is a critical element with the new construction. The goal is to 
avoid a repeat of what happened previously with the pools. There will be the addition of 
remote monitoring and control of some of the pool systems in order to react more quickly 
when needed. Things like the water flow rate, chemical levels, etc. can be monitored. Pool 
contractors are de-constructing the old pools and analyzing the results so they can see what 
happened to cause the collapses in the old pools. That way they can mitigate any potential 
issues. 

Becky Summerlin said Cooper Creek Park has had a naming committee meeting to decide on an 
honorary or memorial name for the clubhouse. It looks like it will be named in memory of Rick 
Gordon, a former P&R Director and long-time tennis advocate that died recently.  

 

Park Services- Includes Memorial Stadium and Golden Park (Tommy Groce): 

A softball tournament is starting this coming weekend. The finals will be played by the following 
Wednesday. Rain is hampering some of the play up to this point.  

Staffing is much better in Park Services at this point. They are onboarding the last 2 corrections 
officers they needed for park crews now. He only has 1 full-time and 1 part time position open 
right now. 

Much of the back-ordered equipment has come in with more on the way. He hopes it will 
relieve some of the backlog of work. 

Athletics (Eli Willard): 

Eli is now the primary contact for NAIA events. Athletics events are more spread out and 
provide unique challenges for staffing. Spring softball is wrapping up with a short summer 
season planned. Ultimate frisbee is on the horizon. 
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Community Schools (Sam Thies): 

Summer camp staff training is under way with camp starting soon. Adding Hannan and 
Clubview schools to the After School Program (ASP) support for the 23-24 school year. The 
Summer BOOST Grant is providing much needed materials for various programs.  

 

Holli Browder: 

There are several projects ongoing for P&R. We purchased 3 sets of outdoor exercise 
equipment to be installed at Britt David, Cooper Creek, and Rigdon Park at a cost of $80k-$100k 
per location.  

We presented a request to council for $13M including approximately $3.5M in labor costs- 
trying to increase the number of P&R workers. WE need many of them to meet the state ratios 
for the After School Program. Roughly $10M was for equipment to include vehicles and 
recreation equipment. We were awarded two full-time and one parttime personnel only.  

Park Rangers are coming from the Muscogee County Prison staff. They will be off-duty, getting 
paid overtime to patrol the parks. The city will be divided into three sections with an officer on 
duty in each one, 24 hours per day. Shifts will be overlapped to provide coverage during report 
times and allow for calls to be finished up. The plan is to keep them low-key, but present 
enough to keep things operating smoothly. Additional cameras are helping. 

Brantley Pittman asked if MCP will have the power to cite or arrest. Holli stated they would 
have the power. He also asked if MCP was paying the officers and Holli indicated they were. She 
added that the rangers would seek to remove problem people, but MCSO and CPD would 
handle anything serious. Brantley also asked if the cameras in use were recording to the cloud 
or locally. Holli said they were cloud recording with live access. CPD also has direct access.  

A new collaboration with YMCA, Girls Inc, The Urban League and others is underway. The pilot 
program will be at Frank Chester. They are offering extended hours at the rec center by 
augmenting P&R staff with personnel from the collaboration partners. 

The state of Georgia has approved our initial grant applications for park space improvements. 
Final approval is still down the road. 

Sherisse Malone asked about swings at the Psalmond Road playground being replaced. Holli 
said Council has not budgeted to replace it. It’s also outside of the census tract for state funding 
to replace. 

Another project is new LED lighting at AJ McClung Memorial Stadium. It will allow for streaming 
and televising of games. Bibb City soccer fields are getting new irrigation, grading, soil and turf. 
They are trying to extend the playability of the fields for adults and to accommodate a longer 
season of play.  

P&R will be relocating several divisions to the new downtown City Hall location on 1st Avenue. 
The moves will be spread out from 6/21 to 7/13. 
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Brantley asked about the status of the mobile rec center. Holli told us that the truck and trailer 
have been delivered and were recently used for an event. They are both pending graphic wraps.  

Plans are being made to open Comer Rec Center for normal operations. Will be moving staff 
from Fox to Comer to facilitate this. 

Lane Ogletree-Battle said she is looking to get more plugged into community activities. She 
asked if Primus King was permanently closed. Holli said it is closed as well as Belvedere Park. 

 

Becky Summerlin (Asst. Director): 

Becky mentioned the P&R employee appreciation event coming up at the Lake Oliver Marina 
and invited board members to attend if they liked. She asked Ryan to forward a copy of the 
flyer to the board members. 

 

Adjournment: 

With no further discussion, Irene Pate made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  It was seconded 
my Brantley Pittman and the meeting was adjourned at 1:14 pm. 

Minutes recorded by Ryan McCann. 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: Items written in RED require follow-up by the party’s as indicated in the narrative. 
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File Attachments for Item:

. MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS – ANY NOMINATIONS MAY BE CONFIRMED FOR 

THIS MEETING:

BUILDING AUTHORITY OF COLUMBUS:

Renne Sturkie – Not Interested in serving                        Open for Nominations

Eligible to succeed                                                (Mayor’s Appointment)

Term Expires: March 24, 2025

The terms are two years. Meets as needed.

Women:  2

        Senatorial District 15:   2

        Senatorial District 29:   3

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL:

Anthony Montgomery – Interested in serving                (Mayor’s Appointment)

Eligible to succeed                                                

Term Expires: March 27, 2025

Denise M. Cambridge – Interested in serving                 (Mayor’s Appointment)

Eligible to succeed                                                        
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Term Expires: March 27, 2025

Benjamin Link – Seat vacant                                (Mayor’s Appointment)

Resigned                                                        

Term Expires: March 27, 2025

The terms are three years. Meets quarterly.

Women:  5

        Senatorial District 15:   21

        Senatorial District 29:   3

CRIME PREVENTION BOARD:

Dr. Angela Vickers                                                (Mayor’s Appointment)

(Education Community)

Not Eligible to succeed                                                        

Term Expires: March 31, 2025

These terms are three years; Law Enforcement Rep. is two years. Meets quarterly.

Women:  3

        Senatorial District 15:   2

        Senatorial District 29:   4
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BOARD APPOINTMENTS - ACTION REQUESTED

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS- READY FOR CONFIRMATION:

BUILDING AUTHORITY OF COLUMBUS: Johnny W. Byrd, III was nominated to serve 

another term. (Councilor Huff’s nominee) Term expires: March 24, 2027

CRIME PREVENTION BOARD: Ericka N. Cottingham was nominated to serve another 

term as the Senatorial District 29 Representative. (Councilor Crabb’s nominee) Term 

expires: March 31, 2028

COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CULTURAL LIAISON 

ENCOUNTERS (CIRCLE): Natasha Banks was nominated to serve another term. 

(Councilor Huff’s nominee) Term expires: March 1, 2027

COUNCIL’S APPOINTMENTS – ANY NOMINATIONS MAY BE CONFIRMED FOR 

THIS MEETING:

CIVIC CENTER ADVISORY BOARD:

Charles E. Huff, Jr.                                                (District 1 – Hickey)

Eligible to succeed                                                                

Term Expires: March 1, 2025

Daniel T. Woodward         – Interested in serving                 (District 2 – Davis)

Eligible to succeed                                                                

Term Expires: March 1, 2025
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Gregory Blue        – Interested in serving                                (District 3 – Huff)

Eligible to succeed                                                                

Term Expires: March 1, 2025

Romeo Byll                                                        (District 7 – Cogle)

Eligible to succeed                                                                

Term Expires: March 1, 2025

Johnson Trawick – Not interested in serving                (District 8 – Garrett)

Eligible to succeed                                                                

Term Expires: March 1, 2025

The terms are two years. Meets quarterly.

Women:  3

        Senatorial District 15:   8

        Senatorial District 29:   4

RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD:

Sherisse Malone                                                Open for Nominations

Eligible to succeed                                                (Council District 5- Crabb)

Term Expired: December 31, 2024

Davis Miles                                                        Open for Nominations

Eligible to succeed                                                (Council District 6- Allen)
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Term Expired: December 31, 2024

VACANT                                                        (Council District 2- Davis)

Term Expires: December 31, 2027   

VACANT                                                         (Council District 3- Huff)

Term Expires: December 31, 2028   

VACANT                                                          (Council District 9- Thomas)

Term Expires: December 31, 2028   

These are five-year terms. Board meets monthly.

Women:  4

        Senatorial District 15:   4

        Senatorial District 29:   4

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS- ANY NOMINATIONS WOULD BE LISTED FOR THE 

NEXT MEETING:

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS:

Shaun Roberts – Interested in serving                        Open for Nominations

Eligible to succeed                                                (Council’s Appointment)

Term Expires: March 31, 2025

Doug Jefcoat                                                        Open for Nominations

Resigned                                                        (Council’s Appointment)

Term Expires: March 31, 2027

- Page 258 -



Councilor Crabb is nominating Ernie Smallman to fill the unexpired term of Doug Jefcoat.

Councilor Huff is nominating Zarome Lakey to fill the unexpired term of Doug Jefcoat.

The terms are three years. Meets monthly.

Women:  2

        Senatorial District 15:   1

        Senatorial District 29:   4

BUILDING AUTHORITY OF COLUMBUS:

Tyler R. Martindill – Interested in serving                        Open for Nominations

Eligible to succeed                                                (Council’s Appointment)

Term Expires: March 24, 2025

The terms are two years. Meets as needed.

Women:  2

        Senatorial District 15:   2

        Senatorial District 29:   3

COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CULTURAL LIAISON 

ENCOUNTERS (CIRCLE):
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Samantha Wooden                                                Open for Nominations

Eligible to succeed                                                (Council’s Appointment)

Term Expires: March 1, 2025

The terms are two years. Meets as needed.

Women:  7

        Senatorial District 15:   5

        Senatorial District 29:   5

CRIME PREVENTION BOARD:

Marcus Gibson                                                Open for Nominations

(Senatorial District 15)                                        (Council’s Appointment)

Not Eligible to succeed                                                

Term Expires: March 31, 2025

Lane Jimmerson                                                Open for Nominations

(At-Large)                                                        (Council’s Appointment)

Not Eligible to succeed                                                

Term Expires: March 31, 2025

These terms are three years; Law Enforcement Rep. is two years. Meets quarterly.

Women:  3

        Senatorial District 15:   2
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        Senatorial District 29:   4

PLANNING ADVISORY COMMISSION:

Dr. Xavier McCaskey                                         Open for Nominations

Not Eligible to succeed                                        (Council’s Appointment)

Term Expires: March 31, 2025

Ralph King                                                         Open for Nominations

Not Eligible to succeed                                        (Council’s Appointment)

Term Expires: March 31, 2025

Larry Derby                                                         Open for Nominations

Not Eligible to succeed                                        (Council’s Appointment)

Term Expires: March 31, 2025

The term is three years.  Meets twice a month.

Women:  2

        Senatorial District 15:   7

        Senatorial District 29:   2

UPTOWN FACADE BOARD:
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James Lewis                                                         Open for Nominations

(Uptown Business Improvement Dist. Rep)                (Council’s Appointment)

Not Eligible to succeed

Term Expires: October 31, 2024

Hannah Israel                                                 Open for Nominations

(Uptown Business Improvement Dist. Rep)                (Council’s Appointment)

Not Eligible to succeed

Term Expires: October 31, 2024

The terms are three years.  Board meets monthly.

Women:  5

Senatorial District 15:   5

Senatorial District 29:   4
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Agenda Item - Page 1 of 6 

Columbus Consolidated Government 

Board Appointments – Action Requested 

 

7. MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS – ANY NOMINATIONS MAY BE CONFIRMED FOR 

THIS MEETING: 

 

A. BUILDING AUTHORITY OF COLUMBUS: 

 

 

Renne Sturkie – Not Interested in serving   Open for Nominations 

Eligible to succeed      (Mayor’s Appointment) 

Term Expires: March 24, 2025 

 

The terms are two years. Meets as needed.  

 

Women:  2 

 Senatorial District 15:   2 

 Senatorial District 29:   3 
 

 

B. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL: 

 

 

Anthony Montgomery – Interested in serving  (Mayor’s Appointment) 

Eligible to succeed       

Term Expires: March 27, 2025 

 

 

Denise M. Cambridge – Interested in serving   (Mayor’s Appointment) 

Eligible to succeed        

Term Expires: March 27, 2025 

 

 

Benjamin Link – Seat vacant    (Mayor’s Appointment) 

Resigned        

Term Expires: March 27, 2025 

 

The terms are three years. Meets quarterly.  

 

Women:  5 

 Senatorial District 15:   21 

 Senatorial District 29:   3 
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C. CRIME PREVENTION BOARD: 

 

Dr. Angela Vickers      (Mayor’s Appointment) 

(Education Community) 

Not Eligible to succeed        

Term Expires: March 31, 2025 

 

These terms are three years; Law Enforcement Rep. is two years. Meets quarterly.  

 

Women:  3 

 Senatorial District 15:   2 

 Senatorial District 29:   4 
 

BOARD APPOINTMENTS - ACTION REQUESTED 

8. COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS- READY FOR CONFIRMATION: 

 

A. BUILDING AUTHORITY OF COLUMBUS: Johnny W. Byrd, III was nominated to 

serve another term. (Councilor Huff’s nominee) Term expires: March 24, 2027 

 

B. CRIME PREVENTION BOARD: Ericka N. Cottingham was nominated to serve another 

term as the Senatorial District 29 Representative. (Councilor Crabb’s nominee) Term 

expires: March 31, 2028 

 

C. COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CULTURAL LIAISON 

ENCOUNTERS (CIRCLE): Natasha Banks was nominated to serve another term. 

(Councilor Huff’s nominee) Term expires: March 1, 2027 

 

 

9. COUNCIL’S APPOINTMENTS – ANY NOMINATIONS MAY BE CONFIRMED FOR 

THIS MEETING: 

 

A. CIVIC CENTER ADVISORY BOARD: 

 

 

Charles E. Huff, Jr.      (District 1 – Hickey)  

Eligible to succeed         

Term Expires: March 1, 2025 

 

 

Daniel T. Woodward  – Interested in serving   (District 2 – Davis)  

Eligible to succeed         

Term Expires: March 1, 2025 
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Gregory Blue – Interested in serving    (District 3 – Huff)  

Eligible to succeed         

Term Expires: March 1, 2025 

 

Romeo Byll       (District 7 – Cogle)  

Eligible to succeed         

Term Expires: March 1, 2025 

 

Johnson Trawick – Not interested in serving  (District 8 – Garrett)  

Eligible to succeed         

Term Expires: March 1, 2025 

 

The terms are two years. Meets quarterly.  

 

Women:  3 

 Senatorial District 15:   8 

 Senatorial District 29:   4 

 

 

B. RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD: 

 

 

Sherisse Malone      Open for Nominations                

Eligible to succeed      (Council District 5- Crabb) 

Term Expired: December 31, 2024 

 

Davis Miles       Open for Nominations                

Eligible to succeed      (Council District 6- Allen) 

Term Expired: December 31, 2024 

 

VACANT       (Council District 2- Davis)  

Term Expires: December 31, 2027         

 

VACANT        (Council District 3- Huff)  

Term Expires: December 31, 2028         

 

VACANT                (Council District 9- Thomas)  

Term Expires: December 31, 2028         

 

These are five-year terms. Board meets monthly.  

 

Women:  4 

 Senatorial District 15:   4 

 Senatorial District 29:   4 
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10. COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS- ANY NOMINATIONS WOULD BE LISTED FOR THE 

NEXT MEETING: 

C. BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS: 

 

 

Shaun Roberts – Interested in serving   Open for Nominations 

Eligible to succeed      (Council’s Appointment) 

Term Expires: March 31, 2025 

 

 

Doug Jefcoat       Open for Nominations 

Resigned       (Council’s Appointment) 

Term Expires: March 31, 2027 

 

Councilor Crabb is nominating Ernie Smallman to fill the unexpired term of Doug Jefcoat. 

Councilor Huff is nominating Zarome Lakey to fill the unexpired term of Doug Jefcoat. 

 

The terms are three years. Meets monthly.  

 

Women:  2 

 Senatorial District 15:   1 

 Senatorial District 29:   4 
 

 

D. BUILDING AUTHORITY OF COLUMBUS: 

 

 

Tyler R. Martindill – Interested in serving   Open for Nominations 

Eligible to succeed      (Council’s Appointment) 

Term Expires: March 24, 2025 

 

The terms are two years. Meets as needed.  

 

Women:  2 

 Senatorial District 15:   2 

 Senatorial District 29:   3 

 

 
E. COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CULTURAL LIAISON 

ENCOUNTERS (CIRCLE): 

 

 

Samantha Wooden      Open for Nominations 

Eligible to succeed      (Council’s Appointment) 

Term Expires: March 1, 2025 
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The terms are two years. Meets as needed.  

 

Women:  7 

 Senatorial District 15:   5 

 Senatorial District 29:   5 

 
 

F. CRIME PREVENTION BOARD: 

 

 

Marcus Gibson      Open for Nominations 

(Senatorial District 15)     (Council’s Appointment) 

Not Eligible to succeed       

Term Expires: March 31, 2025 

 

Lane Jimmerson      Open for Nominations 

(At-Large)       (Council’s Appointment) 

Not Eligible to succeed       

Term Expires: March 31, 2025 

 

These terms are three years; Law Enforcement Rep. is two years. Meets quarterly.  

 

Women:  3 

 Senatorial District 15:   2 

 Senatorial District 29:   4 
 

 

G. PLANNING ADVISORY COMMISSION: 

 

 

Dr. Xavier McCaskey      Open for Nominations                

Not Eligible to succeed     (Council’s Appointment) 

Term Expires: March 31, 2025 

  

 

Ralph King        Open for Nominations                

Not Eligible to succeed     (Council’s Appointment) 

Term Expires: March 31, 2025 

 

Larry Derby        Open for Nominations                

Not Eligible to succeed     (Council’s Appointment) 

Term Expires: March 31, 2025 

 

The term is three years.  Meets twice a month.  
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Women:  2 

 Senatorial District 15:   7 

 Senatorial District 29:   2 
 

 

 

H. UPTOWN FACADE BOARD: 

 

 

James Lewis        Open for Nominations                

(Uptown Business Improvement Dist. Rep)  (Council’s Appointment) 

Not Eligible to succeed  

Term Expires: October 31, 2024 

 

Hannah Israel       Open for Nominations                

(Uptown Business Improvement Dist. Rep)  (Council’s Appointment) 

Not Eligible to succeed  

Term Expires: October 31, 2024 

 

The terms are three years.  Board meets monthly. 

 

Women:  5 

Senatorial District 15:   5 

Senatorial District 29:   4  
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