
 

Historic Landmarks and Preservation Commission 
Meeting Agenda 

Wednesday, August 27, 2025 at 4:00 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Call Meeting to Order 

Roll Call 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Approval of agenda 

Approve minutes from previous meeting(s) 

Consider and take action to approve Minutes from July 23, 2025 

Public Comments (3 minute limit per person) 

New Business 

1. Consider and take action to approve financial reports and invoices 

2. Consider and take action 2026 budget recommendations 

3. Consider and take action to complete smaller part of Rest Haven project and to send a 
representative to go to City Council to provide updates on the Rest Haven Progress 

4. Consider and take action on items for the Summer Concert Series 

5. Consider and take action of the draft tourism insert for the historic building tour booklets 

6. Consider and take action to hold a 50/50 raffle at Oddtoberfest 

7. Consider and take action to apply for Columbus Area Endowment Grant 

8. Consider and take action to participate in the 2025 Wine Walk hosted by the Columbus Chamber 
of Commerce 

9. Discussion of 2026 historic calendar, thank you notes, and distributing the solicitation letter to 
members 

10. Discussion of updates regarding the repair and replacement of the steps at the Fireman's Park 
Pavilion 

11. Discussion regarding historical placards for downtown buildings 

Adjourn 
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Columbus Historic Landmarks and Preservation Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, July 23, 2025 

Rest Haven Building, 1049 Park Avenue 

 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Ruth Hermanson at 4:00 p.m. in a very steamy and hot Rest 

Haven building. 

Attendance: Commissioners Altschwager, Hermanson, Gilbertson, Nagle, Ulrich, Mayor Hammer and 

Elling. Dave Bennett was also present. 

 

Notice of open meeting: Chair Hermanson noted that the meeting agenda had been posted and distributed 

per State Statutes. 

Approve agenda: Motion by Nagle, second by Hammer, to approve the July 23 agenda as presented. 

Motion carried 7-0. 

Minutes of June 25, 2025: Motion by Gilbertson, second by Nagle, to approve. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

Public Comment: The commissioners noted the new agenda format and process. All potential agenda 

items should be presented to the Chair at least 10 days prior to the meeting. The Chair will then review 

the draft agenda with City staff prior to posting. 

Payment of Invoices and Bills: Motion by Hammer, second by Nagle to approve payment of $180.00 to 

Hubbleton Brewery for the beverages at the July 17 concert; payment from account #255362. The invoice 

for Events.com posting of Summer Concert Series would be presented to the City for payment from the 

CHLPC/Planning account. 

Fundraising for Rest Haven: The Commission noted the current 2025 donation list. 

 

Rest Haven Remodel Project Update: Chair Hermanson reported that the Design Coalition architect had 

replied to her inquiry regarding a modified plan set. The proposed cost was far above the $1,000 she was 

authorized to accept. The group discussed the plan and spec set needed for potential bids. The 

subcommittee will meet again to review next steps. 

 

Summer Concert Series: The commissioners noted the third and final concert for 2026 is set for August 

14 and expected a large turnout for home-town talent Mark Croft and his trio. 

 

Tourism Reimbursement Grant: The Commission reviewed the reimbursement parameters for the digital 

advertising activity and noted the invoice received from Events.com. It appears the information collected 

at the concerts will be helpful in validating additional application monies in 2026. The tourism grant 

includes up to $750 in digital advertising expenses in 2025. 

 

Potential application for Certified Local Government Grant from WSHS: After reviewing the grant 

criteria and response from the 2025 application, the commissioners agreed that they do not have a project 

to propose for 2026 in this funding source. 

 

Potential 2026 projects list and Budget request: The commissioners identified three potential projects for 

2026. (A) physical plaque placement on historic structures following designation. (B) preparation of an 

educational pamphlet for downtown historic district and preparation for eventual designation of local 

downtown historic district, and (c) preparation of a more general “What is CHLPC and historic 

preservation” for use throughout the City. They also discussed the need for an additional file cabinet for 
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information storage at City Hall. Motion by Nagle, second by Elling to identify an annual payment to the 

water tower maintenance fund of $1,500 and potential $1,000 in preparation of an educational pamphlet 

and commissioner training costs for 2026 budget. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Potential partnership with Tourism Commission for distribution of historic tour books:  Mr. Bennett asked 

whether the commissioners would be open to setting out the remaining historic tour books with an insert 

from the Tourism Commission. They would propose to set out for free at various restaurants and 

businesses in the city. The commissioners were open to this idea and would like to see the flyer before the 

booklets are distributed. 

 

Motion by Altschwager, second by Gilbertson to adjourn at 5:35 p.m. Carried Unanimously. 

NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, August 27, 2025 at 4:00 p.m., back a City Hall. 

Respectfully submitted, Henry J. Elling, CHLPC Secretary 
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SUSAN STARE 
AUDITORIUM FUND 

CD 

WATER TOWER FUND  

CHLPC TREASURER'S REPORT 
August 18,2025 

BALANCE 

BALANCE 

Mary Poser/Former Columbus. Auditorium Corporation 
 CD 

REST HAVEN 
IMPROVEMENT (new savings 
acct) 

. .

· ;, 

Rest haven donations 

2026,, e:al�odar sponsorship 

summer concert donations 

Summer concerts beer sales 

Sumtnerconcert donation 

Rest haven donation 

CHLPC ACCOUNT  

BALANCE 

BALANCE 

Withdrawal 

Hubbleton Brewering 

BALANCE 

4th of July Committee 2014 donation for rest haven project 
Rest haven bathroom donation from Bob & Janet Groh 2015 
Rest haven donation from Dave & Sue Zittel 2018 

08.18�25 

08.18.25 

08.18.25 

08.07.25 

07.22.25 

08.18.25 

08.18.25 

08.18.25 

07.25.25 

08.18.25 

.: : .• $19,148.88 

. $10,664 .. 75 

$32,307�87 ·' 

$130,703.63 

$200�00, 

$1,819�00 

·$2tt.'1:s _.
:·,,i.· -

$1,054.00 

$392.00 

$5,025.00 

$180.00 

$32,719.58 

$2,400.00 
$5,000.00 
$5,000.00 

$500.00 
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414-916-3983 cherylbesaw1@gmail.com

Wine Walk
2025

Columbus
October 18  2025Th

Registration @ noon @ The Old Rock 
W11070 State Hwy 16/60 Columbus WI 53925;

 Wine Walk 1 pm - 6 pm

Contact: Cheryl Besaw 

Dear Area Business Owners,

RE: Wine Walk 2025 Stop Participation

Stop Cost: Early Bird $30 before August 15 ($20 for members who already hold a liquor
license or who wish to be a non-alcoholic stop); or $40.00 after August 15. Non-Members
$60/$80.

Be a part of something special

We would love to invite you to praticipate as a stop on our upcoming Wine Walk!  This is a
great opportunity to showcase your business to new and returning visitors while
supporting fun, community-driven event.  As a stop, you will be paired with a featured
wine and have a chance to interact with guests as they enjoy their tasting experience.  

If you are interested in being a stop please let us know by August 15  2025.  We’ll provide
all the details and work with you to make the event smooth and succssful!!!

th

You must register as a stop by September 1st 2025 to participate.

Thank you for being a part of our community,
Columbus WI Are Chamber of Commerce

Sign up on the Chamber website at Chamber of Commerce Website

OR print and fill out the sign up form and drop off or mail to The Old Rock W11070
State Hwy 16/60 Columbus, WI 53925.
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https://www.columbuswichamber.com/october-wine-walk


414-916-3983 cherylbesaw1@gmail.com

Wine Walk
2025

Columbus

Contact: Cheryl Besaw 

RE: Wine Walk 2025 Stop Participation
Be a part of something special

Stop Responsilbilities : 

    1.  Licensed bartender to serve wine samples. Bartenders must take a licensing course AND
apply for a “Operators License” through the City of Columbus by September 1.  There is a
$50 fee for the Operators License this is for a 2 year term.  

https://www.cityofcolumbuswi.com/2477/Alcohol-License.  Copy this link to your web
browser to find a copy of the document that will need to be completed.  

Also please see document attached for more information regarding the Operators Licensing

    2.  Provide snacks for all Wine Walk guests. The Chamber will provide bottled water to
have at your stop.

    3.  Pick up Wine from The Old Rock W11070 State Hwy 16/60 Columbus, WI 53925.  (Email
will be sent out once you can pick this up with the time for you to pick up.)

    4. Return un-opened bottles of wine after the event to The Old Rock W11070 State Hwy
16/60 Columbus WI 53925.

Chamber provides:
  Promotion material, ticketing/registration, trolleys for transportation, wine,

refillable wine tumblers and pre-Wine Walk info session. 
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414-916-3983 cherylbesaw1@gmail.com

Wine Walk
2025

Columbus

Contact: Cheryl Besaw 

RE: Wine Walk 2025 Stop Participation
Be a part of something special

Business Name:___________________________________________________

Business Address:_________________________________________________

Phone Number: ___________________________________________________

Email Address: ____________________________________________________

Business Contact Name: ____________________________________________

Licensed Bartender Name: __________________________________________

Need Help Finding A Licensed Bartender?: _________________________

What Questions Can We Help With?:________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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Operators License (Bartender) 
Per The City of Columbus each stop will need to have a licensed bartender to pour the
wine for the tasting.  

Operators License (Bartender) may be obtained through The City Clerks office.  

Per The City of Columbus: Anyone applying for a new operator's license must complete a
Department of Revenue approved Responsible Beverage Server Training course or show
proof they have been a licensed bartender in the last two years in another Wisconsin
municipality.

Online instruction providers:
ProServe Training Solutions LLC dba LIQUORexam.com
EduClasses.org
Learn2Serve
My Food & Bev Training
Rserving.com (Professional Server Certification Corporation)
ServerLicense.com
Serving Alcohol Inc. - Wisconsin Alcohol Seller/Server Course
ServSafe Alcohol (WRAEF/NRAEF)
Wisconsin-Bartending.com

click on the class you would like to take and a web link will appear above it for you to go to 

City of Columbus Operators License

click above and a web link will appear above it for you to go to 
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https://liquorexam.com/Wisconsin_Alcohol_Server_and_Seller_Certification
https://liquorexam.com/Wisconsin_Alcohol_Server_and_Seller_Certification
https://wisconsin.sellerserverclasses.com/
https://www.360training.com/learn2serve/
https://www.myfoodandbevtraining.com/products/alcohol-seller-server/wisconsin
https://www.rserving.com/wi
https://www.serverlicense.com/
https://servingalcohol.com/best-price-wisconsin-bartender-license-special/
https://www.wirestaurant.org/servsafe
https://wisconsin-bartending.com/
https://www.cityofcolumbuswi.com/DocumentCenter/View/4484/Operator-License-Application
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Downtown Placard Example 
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