
 

Common Council Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, August 20, 2024 at 6:35 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Approval of Agenda 

Public Comment 

1. Proclamation Honoring Captain Jake Bisbee 

2. Public Comment 

Consent Agenda 

3. Approval of Council & Committee of the Whole Minutes from August 5, 2024 

Ordinances – First Reading (Final action may be taken by a motion to suspend the rules and 
waive the readings under City of Columbus Ordinance Sec 2-46) 

4. Amend Ordinance 114-101(9) related to fences, walls and hedges 

New Business 

5. Consider & take action on quote from Rhyme for 2024 computer replacements in the amount of 
$22,434. 

6. Consider and Take Action on Conditional Use Permit at 115 Commercial Drive for an 1800 gallon 
Propane Tank 

7. Consider & take action on claims in the amount of $212,835.54 

Report of City Officers – City Administrator, Mayor 

Adjourn 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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PROCLAMATION 

HONORING JAKE BISBEE 

18 YEARS OF SERVICE 
COLUMBUS FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 
WHEREAS, Captain Jake Bisbee was appointed to the Columbus Fire 
Department on January 4, 2021, by the Columbus Police & Fire Commission, 
with 15+ years prior with the Monona Fire Department, and; 

WHEREAS, Captain Jake Bisbee has served from his beginning as a firefighter 
in 2021 to his promotion to Captain of Equipment in 2022, stepping back to 
Firefighter later in 2022, and; 

WHEREAS, Captain Jake Bisbee has served with dedication and bravery, 
often placing himself in difficult and dangerous situations to ensure the 
safety and wellbeing of others in the community, as well as those that travel 
through, and; 

WHEREAS, Captain Jake Bisbee retired from the Columbus Fire Department 
on January 3, 2024, along with prior retirement from Monona Grove Fire in 
January 2021; 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that I, Mayor Joseph Hammer, do hereby 
thank Captain Jake Bisbee for his dedication, hard work and service to the 
Columbus Fire Department and the greater Columbus Community, and the 
Monona Grove FireDepartment & Community  for these past 18 years. 

 
 

Dated this 20th Day of August, 2024 
 
 

 

Joseph G. Hammer, Mayor 
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Special Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes 

Monday, August 05, 2024 at 6:30 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

PRESENT 
Mayor Joe Hammer 
Alderperson Sarah Motiff 
Alderperson Trina Reid 
Alderperson Michael Lawson 
Alderperson Ryan Rostad 
Alderperson Molly Finkler 
 
ABSENT 
Council President Amy Roelke 
 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Motiff to approve the agenda as 
presented. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Hammer, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson 
Rostad, Alderperson Finkler 
 

Public Comment 

None 

New Business 

 

1. Facade grant request by Kaba Bah for 101 E James Street 

Mike Kornmann, Director of Community & Economic Development gave an overview of the 
proposed improvements at 101 E James Street.  The committee agreed to move forward to the 
council meeting for a vote.  

Adjourn 

Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to adjourn at 6:34 pm. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Hammer, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson 
Rostad, Alderperson Finkler 
 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 

Please note that these minutes are subject to approval at a future meeting. 

4

Item #3.



 

Common Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday, August 05, 2024 at 6:35 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Mayor Hammer called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm. 

PRESENT 
Alderperson Molly Finkler 
Mayor Joe Hammer 
Alderperson Michael Lawson 
Alderperson Sarah Motiff 
Alderperson Trina Reid 
Alderperson Ryan Rostad 
 
ABSENT 
Council President,  Amy Roelke 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge Of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 
 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by Alderperson Motiff, Seconded by Alderperson Finkler to approve the agenda. 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Alderperson Rostad 
 

Public Comment 

None. 

Consent Agenda 

Motion made by Alderperson Lawson, Seconded by Alderperson Motiff to approve the consent agenda 
which included the Council and Committee of the Whole minutes of July 16, 2024, the mayor's 
appointments of David Smith (Board of Review) and Chris Behl (Cable Commission) and disposal of 
the Vactor Truck via Wisconsin Surplus Auction. 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler,  Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Alderperson Rostad 
 

1. Council and Committee of the Whole Minutes 07/16/2024 

2. Approve Mayoral Appointments for Board of Review, Cable Commission 
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3. Approve disposal of 2006 Sterling Chassis Vactor Truck via Wisconsin Surplus Auction 

New Business 

4. Consider & take action on task order 2024-03 from Ruekert-Mielke related to design of stormwater 
improvements to Fireman's Park in the amount of $84,400. 

Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to approve the task order 
from Ruekert-Mielke. 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Alderperson Rostad 
 

5. Consider & take action on proposal from Parkitecture + Planning to develop a master plan for 
Fireman's Park in the amount of $17,768. 

Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to approve the proposal 
from Parkitecture + Planning. 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Alderperson Rostad 
 

6. Facade grant request by Kaba Bah for 101 E James Street in the amount of $25,000 

Motion made by Alderperson Motiff, Seconded by Alderperson Finkler to approve the facade grant. 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Alderperson  Rostad 
 

7. Consider & take action on claims in the amount of $ 311,242.25 

Motion made by Alderperson Motiff, Seconded by Alderperson Finkler to approve the claims. 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Alderperson Rostad 
 

Report of City Officers – City Administrator, Mayor 

City Administrator Amundson thanked staff for their work in putting together the Capital Improvement 
Plan and specifically highlighted Krystal Larson, Troy Kehoe, Scott Hazeltine and Amy Sandow for their 
work on the committee that oversaw this work.   

Mayor Hammer highlighted National Night Out being held at 5:30 pm on August 6th at Fireman's 
Park.  August 14 is the final HLPC summer concert at the park.  The Mayor will be attending the LWMI 
seminar in Milwaukee on August 15th.  The Mayor shared that former Police Chief, Lee Erdmann 
passed away and on behalf of the City offered sympathies to the family. 

Adjourn 

Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to adjourn at 6:51 pm. 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Alderperson  Rostad 
 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 

Please note that these minutes are subject to approval at a future meeting. 
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Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes 

Monday, August 05, 2024 at 6:40 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Mayor Hammer called the meeting to order at 6:52 pm. 

PRESENT 
Mayor Joe Hammer 
Alderperson Sarah Motiff 
Alderperson Trina Reid 
Alderperson Michael Lawson 
Alderperson Ryan Rostad 
Alderperson Molly Finkler 
 
ABSENT 
Council President Amy Roelke was excused. 
 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Finkler to approve the agenda. Motion 
carried. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Hammer, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson 
Rostad, Alderperson Finkler 
 

Public Comment 

None. 

Approval of Minutes 

1. Committee Minutes for File: Cable Commission 04/29/24, Library 06/18/24, PFC 06/12/24, PFC 
07/10/24 

Committee minutes for file included Cable Commission 04/29/24, Library 06/18/24, PFC 06/12/24, 
PFC 07/10/24 

New Business 

2. Discussion regarding an Amendment to Ordinance 114-101 related to fences 

Mike Kornmann, Community and Economic Development Director, shared that the Plan 
Commission discussed amending Ordinance 114-101 due to an incident earlier this year involving 
a dog that leapt over a six-foot fence. This amendment would allow some flexibility in our code 
allowing for up to an additional two feet of fence, wall, or hedge height. The Plan Commission is 
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recommending the amendment be approved by council. Committee agreed to move forward to the 
08/20/2024 Council meeting. 

3. Discussion regarding ordinance amendment related to items going to Committee of the Whole 

Administrator Amundson opened the discussion regarding items that are reviewed by a committee 
then have to come to the Committee of the Whole for further discussion, and then to Council. In 
some cases, it can be a six-week process. Is there interest in having these items that go to a city 
committee, are reviewed with a recommendation to the City Council, bypassing going to the 
Committee of the Whole? Alder Lawson added that this would make sense with confirmation by the 
council liaison for that committee. Some committees may want further input and discussion by the 
Committee of the Whole, so they may request their discussion item still follow the current 
procedure. Alder Finkler added that additional cleanup of the ordinance could take place at the 
same time.  

4. Discussion related to cyber security grant and new phone system 

Amundson shared that the State of Wisconsin has a cyber-security grant opportunity for 
municipalities. Each community can receive a maximum award of up to $100,000. He has been 
discussing this with Rhyme regarding the addition of fiber optics to connect all of the city facilities, 
providing internet and phone to some of our satellite buildings currently not served. He also has 
had some discussions with AT&T. There are grant requirements for ownership of the fiber. Rhyme 
is reviewing our current system. There is not a requirement for matching funds as far as we are 
aware. It is his recommendation that if not awarded a grant, this item should become part of our 
Capital Improvements Program. 

5. Discussion regarding IT replacement plan and review of quote for 2024 replacements 

Amundson shared the IT Replacement Plan developed for the city by Rhyme. Committee agreed 
to move forward to the 08/20/2024 Regular Council Meeting. 

6. Discussion and review of Capital Improvement Program (2025-2029) 

Amundson presented the Capital Improvement Program for 2025-2029 developed to date. Utilities 
is still working with their Commission on their portion before being tied into this plan. Amundson 
went through each department with the Committee members. A more formal presentation will be 
included at a future meeting.  

Adjourn 

Motion by Alder Finkler, second by Alder Reid to adjourn the meeting carried on a unanimous voice 
vote at 7:28 pm. 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 

Draft Copy by 

Susan L. Caine, Clerk 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Committee of the Whole 

Meeting Date: August 5, 2024 

 

Item Title: Fence Code Amendment 

Submitted By: Mike Kornmann, Director of Community & Economic Development 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

The amendment allows for an applicant to request an additional two feet in fence height. The requester 

must apply to the Plan Commission and appear in person or remotely.  This summer a dog jumped 

over a six foot high fence.  This amendment would provide flexibility for situation that require additional 

fence height. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Ordinance Amendment 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Adopt amendment to fence code 
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CITY OF COLUMBUS 

 

ORDINANCE _________-___ 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO CREATE SECTION 114-101 (9) 

 OF THE CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES 

 

The Common Council of the City of Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin does hereby 

ordain as follows: 

 

1. Section 114-101 (9) is to be created as follows: 

 
The Plan Commission may authorize a fence, wall or hedge height to be increased by up to two 

feet over what is allowed by City Code. In order for the Plan Commission to make this 

authorization, the applicant must provide a plot plan that shows fence location, fence type, 

reason for the request and any other related information as required by the Plan Commission. 

The applicant must attend the Plan Commission personally or remotely in support of its 

application. 

2. Severability. If any portion of this Ordinance or its application on any person or circumstances is 
held invalid, the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or any other provision herein or its 
application shall not be affected.  

 

3. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage and posting as 

required by law. 

 

Adopted this ___ day of _____________, 2024. 

CITY OF COLUMBUS 

By: __________________________  By: __________________________ 

Joseph Hammer, Mayor    Susan Caine, Clerk 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Committee of the Whole 

Meeting Date: August 5, 2024 

 

Item Title: Discussion regarding IT replacement plan and review of quote for 2024 
replacements 

Submitted By: Matt Amundson, City Administrator 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

Rhyme has prepared a replacement plan for IT equipment and I’ve asked them for the quote to start year 
1 of those needed replacements.  The total amount for 2024 is $23,600.64.  This would be the first step 
of working towards a 3-year replacement cycle.  We have included the projected budget numbers in the 
CIP for 2025-2029. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Rhyme Computer Replacement Quote - 2024 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Review and discuss quote 
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Rhyme
Phone: 800-362-4333
Fax: 
E-mail: info@rhymebiz.com
Web: www.rhymebiz.com/

Computers Quote #000522 v1

Portage

Prepared by:Prepared For:

City of Columbus Administration

P: (920) 623-5900
E: smasche@columbuswi.gov

P: 
E: jsommers@rhymebiz.com

Joe Sommers
N6832 Hwy 51 South
Portage, WI 53901

Stephanie Masche
105 N Dickason Blvd.
Columbus, WI 53925

Date Issued:

08.06.2024

Expires:

08.29.2024

Products

Description Price Qty Ext. Price

HP ProBook 450 G10 15.6" Notebook - Full HD - Intel Core i7 13th Gen i7-1355U - 16 GB - 512 GB SSD
- Pike Silver - Intel Chip - 1920 x 1080 - Windows 11 Pro - Intel UHD Graphics - In-plane Switching (IPS)
Technology - English Keyboard - Front Camera/Webca

$1,179.00 8 $9,432.00

HP Care Pack Hardware Support with Accidental Damage Protection - Extended Service - 5 Year -
Service - 9 x 5 x Next Business Day - On-site - Maintenance - Parts & Labor - Physical

$651.00 8 $5,208.00

HP USB-C/A Universal Dock G2 - for Notebook - 100 W - USB Type C, USB Type A - 3 Displays
Supported - 6 x USB Ports - 4 x USB 3.0 - USB Type-C - Network (RJ-45) - HDMI - DisplayPort - Black -
Wired

$304.00 8 $2,432.00

HP Elite 600 G9 Desktop Computer - Intel Core i5 13th Gen i5-13500 - 16 GB - 512 GB SSD - Small
Form Factor - Intel Q670 Chip - Windows 11 Pro - Intel UHD Graphics770 DDR5 SDRAM - English
Keyboard

$1,159.00 2 $2,318.00

HP Care Pack - 3 Year - Service - 9 x 5 x Next Business Day - On-site - Maintenance - Electronic and
Physical

$27.00 2 $54.00

Subtotal: $19,444.00

Professional Services

Description Price Qty Ext. Price

Laptop/Desktop Setup and Installation for 10 devices $2,990.00 1 $2,990.00

Subtotal: $2,990.00

Quote Summary Amount

Products $19,444.00

Professional Services $2,990.00

Total: $22,434.00

1/2 down required upfront. Remaining half due upon equipment delivery.  Taxes, shipping, handling and other fees may apply. Pricing may change on
backordered items. We reserve the right to cancel orders arising from pricing or other errors. 3% Processing fee added to all credit card payments. ACH and Debit
options available at https://www.rhymebiz.com/MakePayment
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Rhyme
Phone: 800-362-4333
Fax: 
E-mail: info@rhymebiz.com
Web: www.rhymebiz.com/

Acceptance

Portage City of Columbus Administration

Joe Sommers Stephanie Masche

Signature / Name Signature / Name Initials

08/06/2024

Date Date
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type:  Committee of the Whole 

Meeting Date:  August 20, 2024 

 

Item Title: Conditional Use Permit for 115 Commercial Drive – Propane Tank 

Submitted By: Mike Kornmann, Director of Community and Economic Development 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter:   

 Lyco proposes an 1800-gallon propane tank to power a backup generator.  Site plan is 
attached as part of the Conditional Use Permit.  Plan Commission recommended approval at their 
most recent meeting 5-0. 

 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Conditional Use Permit with attached site plan. 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Approve Conditional Use Permit with the three conditions listed in the CUP document. 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council 

Meeting Date: 8/20/2024 

 

Item Title: Claims Packet 8/1/2024 - 8/13/2024 

Submitted By: Krystal Larson, Treasurer 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

Claims from 8/1/2024 - 8/13/2024 in the amount of $212,835.54 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Claims Packet 8/1/2024 - 8/13/2024 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Consider & take action on claims in the amount of $212,835.54 
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