
 

Common Council Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, September 02, 2025 at 6:35 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Approval of Agenda 

Public Comment 

Committee Minutes for File 

1. Committee Minutes for File: CAAC (05/28/2025), CAAC (06/25/2025), CDA (06/16/2025), CDA 
(07/21/2025), CDA (08/18/2025), HLPC-Rest Haven Sub Comm. (06/23/2025), HLPC 
(06/25/2025), Plan Comm. (07/10/2025), Recreation (07/14/2025) and Tourism (06/30/2025). 

Consent Agenda 

2. Committee of the Whole, Common Council and Council Workshop of 08/19/25. 

Ordinances – First Reading (Final action may be taken by a motion to suspend the rules and 
waive the readings under City of Columbus Ordinance Sec 2-46) 

3. Consider and take action on ORD.809-25: An Ordinance to Repeal and Recreate Sec. 114-95 of 
the City Code of Ordinances Concerning Outdoor Storage of Vehicles. (PC 08/14/25) 

4. Consider and take action on ORD.810-25: An Ordinance to Repeal and Recreate Certain 
Provisions of Section 86-191 of the City Code of Ordinances Concerning Requirements for 
Driveways. (CoW 09/02/25) 

New Business 

5. Consider and take action on approval of up to $18,917.92 for the Community Development 
Authority’s (CDA) Façade Grant for MP’s Town Tap for tuckpointing (CDA 8/18/25). 

6. Consider and take action regarding a Conditional Use Permit for outdoor storage at 277 Industrial 
Drive - Core and Main (PC 8/14/25). 

7. Consider and take action to authorize City Administrator to approve the purchase of police 
equipment up to $20,000 when LESO (Law Enforcement Support Office) funds are available for 
the purchase (CoW 9/2/25). 

8. Consider and take action on an Encroachment Agreement between the City of Columbus and 
Keith and Andrea Loppnow (CoW 9/2/25). 

9. Consider and take action on approval of job description for Utility Director and authorization to fill 
vacancy (CoW 9/2/25). 

10. Consider and take action on Claims in the amount of $591,841.04 
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Convene to Closed Session 

11. Convene to Closed Session per § 19.85(1)(e) deliberating or negotiating the purchase of public 
properties, the investment of public funds, or conducting other public business, whenever 
competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically to discuss proposals 
received for the design of the Public Safety Building. 

Reconvene to Open Session 

12. Consider and take action on the award of design services for the Public Safety building (CC 
8/6/25). 

Report of City Officers – City Administrator, Mayor 

Adjourn 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Columbus Area Aquatic Center Advisory Board Meeting 
Minutes 

Wednesday, May 28, 2025 at 6:00 PM 

Columbus Area Aquatic Center - 250 Folsom Street 

 
 

Roll Call:  Angie, Deja, Kane, Amy Jo, Karla, Joe, Nora and Jerry 
Determination of Quorum:  quorum met 
Notice of Open Meeting:  Meeting was noted and posted 
Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Karla, Second by Deja.  No discussion, motion carried 
Approval of Minutes: None to approve 
Public Comment:  People are asking when the pool will open, Kane mentioned the hours are limited 
the first weekend and then full hours 
Unfinished Business: None 
New Business 
1. 2025 CAAC Budget Review:  reviewed 
2. Financials to date:  reviewed 
Manager Report 
3. 2025 Pool Events:  Open June 3, June 9 start of regular hours, June 28 is the Mack Invitational 

swim meet, June 29 Ping Pong float, July 18 Beach Night, August 17 is the back to School Night 
and the last day of the season is August 24. 

4. Maintenance Needs:  Big slide is in need of a new pump motor, SIS is looking into it.  Grass needs 
to be leveled in the fall.  Familyu changing room is being repaired for improperly winterized pipe. 

5. Preliminary schedule, 2025:  Modified hours June 7 & 8, regular hours until August 11 with modifed 
hour at the end of the season. 

6. Staff Update:  42 people hired, some both guards and ACS.  Quite a few returning staff memberts.  
Will begin certification for 31 guards. 

Director Report:  None 
*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
Adjourn:  Motion by Deja, Second by Angie.  No discussion, motion carried. 
7. Next meeting June 25, 2025, at 6:00 pm 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Deja Rasmussen / retyped by Amy Jo Meyers 
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Columbus Area Aquatic Center Advisory Board Meeting 
Minutes 

Wednesday, June 25, 2025 at 6:00 PM 

Columbus Area Aquatic Center - 250 Folsom Street 

 
 

Roll Call:  Karla Hoffman, Kane Browskowski, Angie Andler (call in), Amy Roelke, Amy Jo Meyers and 
Joe Hammer 
Determination of Quorum:  Quorum met 
Notice of Open Meeting:  Yes 
Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Amy Roelke, Second by Karla Hoffman.  Motion Carries. 
Approval of Minutes:  Motion by Joe Hammer, Second by Amy Roelke.  Motion Carries. 
Public Comment:  Karla Hoffman said it would be nice to get a new clock by the lap swim lanes to 
replace the one damaged from recent storms.  Karla also asked about the water heater being down, 
Kane shared it is being worked on now; 3 of 4 parts came in, should be fixed soon. 
Unfinished Business 
1. CAAC Maintenance Overview:  Kane shared more details of the water heater; it needs a new 

temperature gauge and an alarm sensor.  Wright Plumbing is fixing it. 
New Business 
2. CAE Grant:  Applied for available funds of $5420.84.  Applied for kid sized picnic tables and other 

seating. 
3. Financials to date:  Kane shared the CAAC is down about 20% this season but that is due to the 

recent rainy days.  Swimming lessons from Rio will bring in some money, swim team, has no doubt 
we will gain some back in financials. 

4. Staffing Updates:  Not all staff were certified who wanted to become lifeguards, they will stay on as 
ACS members and try again at a later date.   

Director Report:  none 
Manager Report:  The Ping Pong float is June 29 from 5:30pm – 8pm.  Other than that, it has been a 
good start to the season. 
Adjourn:  Motion by Amy Roelke, Second by Joe Hammer to adjourn at 6:28pm.  Motion Carries. 
*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
 
Minutes submitted by Amy Jo Meyers 
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Community Development Authority Meeting Minutes 

Monday, June 16, 2025 at 6:30 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Call to Order 

Meeting was called to order at 6:30pm. 

Determination of Quorum 

A quorum consisted of Hackman, Meier, Decker, Meyers, Weinberger, Lawson, and Friederich. Staff 
liaison Bennett was present. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Bennett stated the meeting was properly noticed. 

Approval of Agenda 

Meier motioned to approve the agenda with the amended swap of items 10 and 11 along with a second 
by Lawson. Motion carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda 

Weinberger motioned to approve the consent agenda with a second by Decker. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

1. Minutes 

2. Financial Report 

3. Presentation and discussion regarding activity report 

Unfinished Business 

No items for unfinished business. 

New Business 

4. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Façade Grant Application for 116 W James Street – 
Holistic Life Chiropractic 

The CDA reviewed the facade grant application from Holistic Life Chiropractic at 116 W. James St. 
The application is for awnings and banners. There was discussion about the added cost of the 
awning installation with Janell Voelker, the applicant.  

Meier motioned to approve the facade grant request for up to $3,839.15, with a second by Lawson. 
Roll call vote: Frederich - aye, Lawson - aye, Weinberger - aye, Meyers - aye, Decker - aye, Meier 
- aye, and Hackman - aye. Motion carried unanimously. 

5. Discussion regarding First Impression Visit to Dodgeville 

Bennett gave a recap of the visit to Dodgeville, WI as part of the First Impressions Program. 
Bennett stated a delegation from Dodgeville will have visited Columbus and give reciprocal 
feedback that will be part of a report that Columbus can use for various development purposes. 

6. Discussion and possible action regarding the business, retention, and expansion program. 
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Bennett presented the Business Retention and Expansion Program which highlighted its 
objectives, team, priorities, and listed initial business visits for 2025. The program aims to build 
relationships between the City and local businesses and will rotate visits. Initially, the City will visit 
large employers and plans to have the team visit a variety of local businesses. The CDA did not 
take any potential action.  

7. Review by-laws. 

Bennett presented the current by-laws for CDA. Discussion primarily focused on reducing the 
number of officers, specifically, eliminating the Treasurer of the CDA. Staff will review any State 
Statutes regarding CDA officers if any. There was clarification needed in section 6 of the by-laws 
regarding potential creation of subcommittees. Staff will review rules regarding public hearings as 
clarification is needed regarding what triggers them and how they relate to other Zoning 
Ordinances. The CDA would like to address section 12 of its by-laws regarding amending rules to 
better clarify if needing all members present to vote or a majority of the quorum in attendance. The 
CDA would like to review by-laws at future meetings. 

8. Election of officers:  Chair, Vice-Chair, Treasurer, Secretary 

 

Meyers was elected to Chair, Lawson elected to Vice Chair, and Hackman elected to Secretary 
and Treasurer. 

9. Convene to Closed Session per 19.85(1)(e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public 
properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever 
competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically regarding 103 N. 
Ludington Street. 

Motion by Meier with a second by Weinberger to convene to closed session. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

10. Reconvene in open session. 

Motion by Meyers with a second by Meier to reconvene to open session. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

11. Any action deemed necessary from closed session. 

Meier motioned to recommend to Council to purchase 103 N. Ludington St. for $95,000 and giving 
the property owner 72 hours to accept or decline the offer. Decker seconded. Roll call vote: 
Weinberger - aye, Meyers - aye, Decker - aye, Meier - aye, Hackman - aye, Friederich - aye, and 
Lawson - aye. Motion carried unanimously. 

Other Reports 

No additional items added for future agendas. 

Adjourn 

Lawson motioned to adjourn with a second by Meier. Motion carried unanimously. The meeting is 
adjourned at 7:35pm. 
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Community Development Authority Meeting Minutes 

Monday, July 21, 2025 at 6:30 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Call to Order 

Meeting was called to order at 6:31pm. 

Determination of Quorum 

A quorum consisted of Hackman, Meier, Decker, and Meyers. Staff liaisons Kornmann and Bennett 
were present. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Kornmann acknowledged the meeting was posted according to State law. 

Approval of Agenda 

Meier motioned to approve the agenda with a second by Decker. Motion carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda 

1. CDA minutes from June 16, 2025 

Decker motioned to approve the minutes as presented with a second by Meier. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

Unfinished Business 

2. Consideration and possible action regarding the Business Retention and Expansion Program 

Kornmann presented the Business Retention and Expansion Program (BR&E) and would like to 
recommend to Council under direction of the City Administrator. The BR&E would address part of 
the City's strategic plan as Objective #8 and allows the City to be more proactive in working with 
businesses. Discussion involved how staff follow up with initial visits. Staff would follow up 
depending on how the initial visit went. Staff was directed to include vacant building owners in the 
BR&E list. 

Meier motioned to recommend approval to City Council with a second by Decker. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

3. Consideration and possible action regarding 103 N. Ludington Avenue property update 

Kornmann presented a resolution to be approved by the CDA and gave an update regarding the 
potential donor to the project. Discussion involved securing a guarantee by the donor, offer 
amount, and demolition costs. Kornmann recommended to amend the previous decision to include 
a contingency for a signed development agreement with the donor. 

Meier motioned to withdraw the offer for 103 N. Ludington St. with a second by Decker. Roll call 
vote: Hackman - aye, Meier - aye, Decker - aye, Meyers - aye. Motion carried unanimously. 

Meier motioned to make an offer to purchase 103 N. Ludington St. with a 72-hour acceptance and 
signed development agreement for the purchase price. Hackman seconded. Roll call vote: Meyers 
- aye, Decker - aye, Meier - aye, Hackman - aye. Motion carried unanimously. 
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New Business 

4. Consideration and possible action regarding 2026 CDA Budget 

Kornmann presented the proposed 2026 CDA Budget. Discussion involved adjusting the 
Professional Services line item and ideas of what to fund downtown. The budget will focus on 
redevelopment projects, street scapes, and reflect the City's vision. 

Meier motioned to recommend the 2026 proposed CDA budget with adjustment to professional 
services for City Administrator approval. Decker seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 

Adjourn 

Meier motioned to adjourn the meeting with a second by Decker. Motion carried unanimously. The 
meeting was adjourned at 7:38 pm. 

 

** These minutes will be approved at a future meeting and may be amended. These minutes are  
respectfully submitted by David Bennett, Communications and Economic Development Coordinator ** 
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Community Development Authority Meeting Minutes 

Monday, August 18, 2025 at 6:30 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm. 

Determination of Quorum 

A quorum of members comprised of Hackman, Meier, Decker, Meyers, Lawson, and Weinberger. Staff 
liaisons Kornmann and Bennett were present. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Kornmann acknowledged the meeting was properly noticed. 

Approval of Agenda 

Meier motioned to approve the agenda with a second by Decker. Motion carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda 

1. Consider and take action to approve previous meeting minutes from July 21, 2025 

Decker motioned to approve the consent agenda which included the minutes from the July 21, 
2025, meeting. Hackman seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

Unfinished Business 

2. Consider and take action regarding 103 N. Ludington. 

Kornmann provided an update regarding the status of the City's development agreement with the 
donor. The document is being drafted by the City Attorney. The City has not made contact with the 
property owner yet, but had an open records request. The agreement and offer will be presented at 
the next meeting along with proposed offer. 

No action was taken. 

New Business 

3. Consider and Take Action Regarding Façade Grant Application for 153 N Ludington Street – MP’s 
Town Tap 

Bennett presented the facade grant application for 153 N. Ludington St., MP's Town Tap that 
included tuckpointing for the rear portion of the building and upgraded signage. Because of the 
amount requested, the CDA would be recommending approval to Council. Discussion involved the 
property being in an historical district and possible WI State Historical Society grants or the use of 
tax credits. Due to the amount requested, it was discussed to split the request into two - the 
tuckpointing and the signage and prioritize the tuckpointing at this meeting, which would benefit the 
applicant as they can apply for the sign or more tuckpointing in 2026.  

Meier motioned to recommend to Council to approve up to $18,917.92 for the tuckpointing project 
at 153 N. Ludington St. with reimbursement pending receipts within one year of grant approval. 

9

Item #1.



Lawson seconded the motion. The motion does not include the signage project at 153 N. 
Ludington St. Motion carried unanimously. 

4. Consider and Take Action Regarding Façade Grant Application for 1540 W James St – Olive + 
Herb 

Bennett presented the facade grant application for 1540 W. James St., Olive + Herb that included 
signage for the storefront. Hackman abstained from discussion and voting due to being the 
applicant. Kornmann gave some background about the business and its relocation from Sun 
Prairie to Columbus. 

Lawson motioned to approve up to $2,041.42 for the sign with reimbursement pending receipts 
within one year of grant approval. Weinberger seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

Other Reports 

Kornmann gave an update on the current investment in downtown, which included multiple Community 
Development Investment (CDI) grants from the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation 
(WEDC). Kornmann added that a possible upcoming project could be a great candidate for the Vibrant 
Spaces Grant. 

It was announced that on October 18, 2025, Anna's Sewing and Olive + Herb would be hosting a joint 
grand opening. 

Adjourn 

Meier motioned to adjourn the meeting with a second by Decker. Motion carried unanimously. The 
meeting was adjourned at 7:19 pm. 

 

** These minutes will be approved at a future meeting and may be amended. These minutes are  
respectfully submitted by David Bennett, Communications and Economic Development Coordinator ** 
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CHLPC Rest Haven Subcommittee Minutes 

Monday, June 23, 2025 at 4:15 PM 

161 N. Dickason Blvd. 

 

 

Roll Call 

Ruth/Chair called the meeting to order at 4:15 pm.  

Notice of Open Meeting 

Those present: Ruth Hermanson/Commission Chair, Libby Gilbertson/Commission Vice Chair, David  
Bennett/City Rep, Joe Hammer/Council Rep & Commissioner, Brian Nagle/Commissioner, Jan  
Ulrich/Commissioner. Carolyn Fredericks/Volunteer 

Approval of Agenda 

Public Comment 

No citizen comments 

Unfinished Business 

1. Review plans & description of Rest Haven 

Ruth reviewed the 2024 bid from McKee & Associates and the itemized expenses associated with  
the Rest Haven renovation to include the electrical update, bathroom update, and front entrance  
door replacement with accessible door opener. Jan presented research she had completed  
regarding the doors- vendors who had agreed provide estimates. She has reached out to Ridgetop 
Exteriors who replied that they don’t sell doors, Waunakee Remodeling was not interested as they  
only sell fiberglass doors, there was communication with Vintage Doors from Hammond, NY and  
they could construct a door as described- the door cost would be approximately $10, 142 with  
$439 shipping expense. Brunsell Lumber from Madison had not yet responded as well as a vendor  
from the state of PA. Ruth also suggested other vendors who had worked on the pavilion- United  
Tradesman from Milwaukee. Ruth will contact them directly and provide the electronic contact to 
Jan. Other suggested vendors were Zuern Lumber and McCormick Lumber both from Maidson.  
Jan will also contact Hometown Glass and Prairie Glass. Carolyn will follow up with local  
tradespeople to investigate door installation and cost.  Discussion ensued about researching the 
completion of just the front door replacement and  possible electrical door opener added as a start 
to the full electrical update of the Rest Haven.  There was also discussion about utilizing local 
tradesmen to complete the project and access  carpenters to build and install- Dan Klink and Steve 
Kapernick to build and/or install purchased  door. Also discussed getting bids on the electrical 
upgrade portion that would be needed for the  function of the accessible door opener. Contractors 
suggested were Central Electric, S&S Electric,  Dauman, Haywire, Van Ertle.  David will investigate 
the financial limit of the project that would require us to go out for public  bids versus obtaining 
estimates directly from the vendors/contractors.  2 Discussion also occurred about making the 
bathrooms unisex with one stall and a lock on the door  as a way to be more cost effective which 
may help with the speed of completion.  The SHPO will need to be updated as the current one has 
expired. Ruth will complete and submit  using the existing template.  

2. Donation update 
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There has been approximately $11,000 in new donations with an approximate account balance of  
$111,000 in the Rest Haven account. Exact financial totals were not available. 

New Business 

3. Discussion needed to complete smaller part of overall Rest Haven restoration 

See earlier discussion. In addition it was noted that with the existing account balance, the  
subcommittee believes that prioritizing what can be completed with the current fund balance  would 
be in the best interest of the project, investigation the cost of the doors with/without the  accessible 
door opener and possible wiring to start – either partial to be able to install the  electronic door 
opener, or full wiring update. Jan will reach out to WBEV and their affiliates to  promote the Rest 
Haven project in an effort to encourage donations to the project. Jan will send  pictures of the 
bathrooms and an article to David who will post to CHLPC’s Facebook page.  

4. Review to present any updates to CHLPC at next Regular meeting 

David B. will follow up on the financial limits to determine if the project has to go to public bid  and 
will let the subcommittee know what he learns. 

5. Determine next special meeting date 

Next meeting will be the regularly scheduled CHLPC meeting on July 23rd 

Adjourn 

Meeting adjourned at 5:42 pm 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Historic Landmarks and Preservation Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, June 25, 2025 at 6:30 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Call Meeting to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Ruth Hermanson at 6:30 p.m. 

Roll Call 

Commissioners Altschwager, Hermanson, Gilbertson, Nagle, Ulrich, Mayor Hammer and Elling. Dave 
Bennett and Mike Kornmann were also present. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Chair Hermanson noted that the meeting agenda had been posted and distributed per State Statutes. 

Open Public Hearing (Please Note: City residents can address the local historic designation of 
City Hall for up to three minutes) 

        Public Hearing on the local historic designation of 105 N. Dickason Blvd. - City Hall 

Chair Hermanson announced the public hearing regarding the potential designation of Columbus City 
Hall, 105 North Dickason Boulevard, as a local landmark. Mr. Kornmann announced that the 
appropriate notices had been posted and mailed per the City Code. 

Thomas Dan, owner of the Danville Dam in Astigo spoke in favor of the designation. However, he also 
noted that additional regulation comes with additional restrictions on future approvals. 

Susan Caine, City Clerk, commented that the City may be proposing exterior changes to the original 
Dickason Boulevard entrance and wondered how this designation may affect security and accessibility 
improvements in the future. 

Keith Luppnow, 156 North Dickason Boulevard, questioned how this designation might impact on future 
use and upgrades to the 2nd floor pavilion space. 

Close Public Hearing 

Hearing no other comments from the floor, and after 3 announcements, Chair Hermanson closed the 
public hearing at 6:38p.m. 

Approval of agenda 

Motion by Hammer, second by Nagle, to approve the June 25 agenda as presented. Motion carried 7-0. 

Approve minutes from previous meeting(s) 

5/28/2025 Minutes 

Motion by Nagle, second by Gilbertson, to approve. Motion carried unanimously. 

Public Comments (3 minute limit per person) 

Jack Sanderson,  ____ James Street, spoke on behalf of the Lions Club. They have been selling candy 
at various local businesses for the past several years. He presented a check for $1,500 to Chair 
Hermanson on behalf of the Columbus Lions Club, to the Resthaven Restoration Fund. They will also 
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be considering the Resthaven Restoration as a fund-raising commitment for the next year. The Club 
also donated $50.00 to the Concerts in the Park project. The Commission thanked Mr. Sanderson for 
the generous donation. 

New Business 

1. Discussion and possible action regarding the local historic designation of City Hall. 

Motion by Elling, second by Hammer, to approve the designation of City Hall, 105 North Dickason 
Boulevard, as a local historic landmark property, based on the application materials and comments 
during the public hearing. Motion carried 7 – 0. City Staff and Secretary Elling will transmit the 
necessary notices of this decision. 

2. Consideration and possible action regarding financial reports and invoices. 

Motion by Hammer, second by Nagle to approve payment of $251.00 to Hubbleton Brewery for the 
beverages at the June 19 concert; payment from account #255362. 

Unfinished Business 

3. Discussion and possible action regarding fund raising for Rest Haven. 

Current balance in the improvement account is $119,891.48. An additional $369 was raised at the 
June 19 concert. Commissioner Ulrich has offered an article to the local newspaper regarding the 
status of the project. It has also been offered to the City Cable and Website along with the Daily 
Dodge website. 

4. Discussion and possible action regarding the scope of the Rest Haven remodel project. 

Chair Hermanson announced that the subcommittee had met on June 23 and will be proposing a 
phase 1 project of the main entry door replacement. She would like authorization to discuss an 
updated bid package with the project architect. Motion by Gilbertson, second by Altschwager, to 
authorize the Commission Chair to use up to $1,000 for additional bid plan set production by the 
Design Coalition architect. Motion carried 7 – 0. Money to come from Account 255362. 

5. Discussion and possible action regarding the summer concert series. 

The commissioners noted the second concert is set for July 17. Chair Hermanson and Mayor 
Hammer will be out of town for this event. Commissioners are requested to arrive at Fireman’s 
Park between 4:00 and 4:30. 

At the June 19 event the commissioners distributed flyers and questionnaires for attendance and 
audience information. Members noted that visitors had attended from Oshkosh and Beaver Dam. 

Adjourn 

Motion by Altschwager, second by Gilbertson to adjourn at 7:25 p.m. Carried Unanimously. 

NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, July 23, 2025, at 4:00 p.m. 

  

Respectfully submitted, Henry J. Elling, CHLPC Secretary 
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Plan Commission Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, July 10, 2025 at 6:30 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Call Meeting to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm. 

Roll Call 

A quorum consisted of Finkler, Albright, Monday, Bright, Traxler, and Hajewski. Staff liaison Kornmann 
was present.  

Notice of Open Meeting 

Staff noted the meeting was properly noticed. 

Approval of Agenda 

Finkler motioned to approve the agenda with a second by Albright. Motion carried unanimously. 

Approval of Minutes 

Finkler motioned to approve the minutes with a second by Hajewski. Motion carried unanimously. 

New Business 

1. Public Hearing:  Zoning Map Amendment from B2 to B3 -105 Dix Street - KO Properties of 
Columbus LLC 

The Plan Commission held an open hearing for the Zoning Map Amendment from B2 to B3 -105 
Dix Street - KO Properties of Columbus LLC. There was no one from the public for additional 
comments. After 3 calls, the public hearing was closed. 

2. Discussion and possible action regarding the zoning map amendment for at 105 Dix Street - KO 
Properties of Columbus LLC 

Kornmann gave a staff report highlighting the current zoning and the proposed change from B2 to 
B3 if the rezone request is granted. Kornmann recommended 3 conditions for the rezone if 
approved. Debbie Oldenburg, the applicant answered questions from the Plan Commission. 
Kornmann clarified the difference between B2 and B3 zoning along with the conditions for the 
rezone. 

Hajewski motioned to recommend to Council to approve the zoning map amendment with the 
recommended by staff and a maintenance agreement to be included with a second by Bright. 
Motion was carried unanimously. 

3. Discussion/possible action regarding the Certified Survey Map for 105 Dix Street 

Finkler motioned to approve the Certified Survey Map as long as the conditions mentioned in the 
review letter are met with a second by Albright. Motion was carried unanimously. 

4. Public Hearing:  Amending 114-47 of the municipal code - appointment of Zoning and Deputy 
Zoning Administrator 
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The Plan Commission held a public hearing for amending 114-47 of the municipal code - 
appointment of Zoning and Deputy Zoning Administrator. Kornmann highlighted the differences 
between the current code and the proposed changes. No public made any comments. After 3 calls, 
the public hearing was closed. 

5. Discussion/possible action of amending 114-47 of the municipal code - appointment of Zoning and 
Deputy Zoning Administrator 

The Plan Commission discussed the potential Deputy Zoning Administrator title. Albright and 
Hajewski had concerns regarding the budget impact. Monday clarified that the change allows for 
the existence of the Deputy Zoning Administrator and who appoints that position. Finkler compared 
it to how the Weed Commissioner is currently. appointed. Kornmann addressed the online 
permitting system. Kornmann added that the delegation is part of a broader cross training among 
City staff. The topic of appointing a consultant was discussed. 

Finkler motioned to recommend approval of amending the code 114-47, for appointing the Zoning 
and Deputy Zoning Administrator as presented with a second by Traxler. Motion was carried 
unanimously. 

 

 

Old Business 

Discussion/possible action regarding the amending of the zoning and subdivision code. 

Kornmann gave an overview of the Zoning Code rewrite and a planned joint Plan Commission and 
Council meeting on August 6, 2025, featuring a representative from Vandewalle and Associates. Other 
public engagement opportunities were highlighted. The Plan Commission discussed logistics of the 
planned joint meeting. 

Adjourn 

Finkler motioned to adjourn the meeting with a second by Albright. Motion carried unanimously. The 
meeting was adjourned at 6:20pm. 

 

 

** These minutes will be approved at a future meeting and may be amended. These minutes are  
respectfully submitted by David Bennett, Communications and Economic Development Coordinator ** 
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Recreation Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

Monday, July 14, 2025, at 6:30 PM 

161 North Dickason Boulevard 

 
Roll Call – 6:32 – Carthew, Rostad, Voss, Hart, Meyers 
Determination of quorum:  Met 
 
Notice of Open Meeting:  Posted 
 
Approval of Agenda:  Motion Rostad, 2nd Hart.  Motion carried. 
 
Unfinished Business:  None 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Motion Rostad; 2nd Carthew.  Motion Carried 
 
Public Comment:  None 
 
New Business:  

• Discussion and selection of date for Halloween trick-or-treating – Motion Rostad, 2nd Voss 
to have Friday, October 31 from 4-7.  Motion carried. 

• City of Columbus Fireman's Park Plan Concept – Reviewed map, planned phases, and 
cost. 

• Pickleball Courts and Next Steps – Reviewed plan and cost. 
• Strategize and Coordinate a Fall Running Event – October 25.  8k/5k/2 mile walk similar to 

Firecracker.  Kids fun run with possible inflatables. 
 
Director Report:   

• Amy Jo mentioned she received a tourism grant for $800; the idea was brought to her by 
Kane to purchase some pub tables for the Pavilion.  The cost of 10 tables was $1600, 
supplement of the budget for the remaining balance. 

• Amy Jo mentioned the CAE grant application cycle is open.  She would like to apply for 
umbrellas for the picnic tables or she was thinking of applying for a timing machine used 
for races especially if the recreation department will try to do more of these events. 

• Talked about the field trips that summer camp is holding, only difference is that the trips 
are happening during the week and not on Friday as in the past.  Actually, built into 
camp. 

• Budget season is right around the corner, we are at first steps.  Amy Jo will bring to the 
committee to go over numbers next month. 

Adjourn:  Motion by Rostad, 2nd by Hart to adjourn at 7:10pm.  Motion Carried. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Kristen Hart 
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Tourism Commission Meeting Minutes 

Monday, June 30, 2025 at 6:30 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Call to Order 

Meeting called to order at 6:31pm. 

Roll Call 

A quorum consisted of Hammer, Walcott, Famularo, and Roelke. Staff Liaison Bennett was present. 
Walker arrived at 6:33pm. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Bennett stated the meeting was properly noticed. 

Approval of Agenda 

Famularo motioned to approve the agenda with a second by Roelke. Motion carried unanimously. 

Approval of Minutes 

1. Consider and Take Action to Approve the Minutes from May 5, 2025 

Roelke motioned to approve as presented the minutes from May 5, 2025. Second by Famularo. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

Public Comment 

There was no one from the public in attendance for comment and no correspondence has been 
received. 

New Business 

2. Consider and Take Action Regarding the Applications for the Tourism Reimbursement Grant 

The Tourism Commission reviewed each application for its Room Tax Reimbursement Grant. 

Roelke motioned, with a second by Famularo to approve $6,000 to the 4th of July Organization, 
$300 to the Columbus Area Historical Society, $750 to the Historic Landmarks Preservation 
Commission, $800 to the City of Columbus Recreation Department, a total of $750 to the Redbud 
Players ($0 for theater camp, $750 for fall event), and a total of $1,400 to Wyverns Trove ($900 for 
quilt event, $500 for art event, and $0 for facility). 

Staff will follow up with the applicants as per the grant guidelines. 

Unfinished Business 

Staff Reports 

3.   Update Regarding the Tourism Flyer Project 

Bennett updated the Tourism Commission regarding the flyers for distribution during the 4th of July 
parade. Bennett stated the flyers were updated, sent to the Redbud Players, and the invoice has been 
paid. Bennett noted that the Commission approved the partnership with the Redbud Players at its May 
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2025 meeting. The June meeting had no quorum; staff updated the flyer using notes from the May 
meeting and utilized existing purchasing policy due to time sensitivity. 

Staff will have Belschner give a report about the flyer distributions at the next Tourism meeting. 

4.   2025 Budget Update 

Bennett gave a brief overview of the revenues and expenses of the Tourism Fund. No new room tax or 
kayak rental revenues to report. 

$410.79 for Google Ads were spent in March and April. These ads have generated more consistent 
traffic to the Tourism web pages. No other expenses were incurred. Staff had anticipated using up the 
Special Events line item as the Tourism Commission approved and allocated funding for its room tax 
grant. 

Future Agenda Items 

5.   2025 Tourism Priority Update 

Bennett presented a list of the top secondary projects that could be worked on in 2025 based on the list 
from previous meetings. 

Walcott suggested that the tours and itinerary marketing would be the easiest to tackle. The Tourism 
Commission would like to work with Historic Landmarks Preservation Commission to utilize the print 
booklets to send to lodging establishments, stops, shops, and possibly restaurants. Tourism 
Commission would like to add an insert highlighting various attractions, amenities, etc.  

Staff will draft an insert that would be paired with the booklets. 

6.   Upcoming 2026 Budget  

Staff plans to work on the 2026 budget at the next Tourism meeting and will send budgeting work 
materials prior to the meeting. 

The next meeting will take place Monday, August 11, 2025. 

Adjourn 

Hammer motioned to adjourn the meeting with a second by Roelke. Motion carried unanimously. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:51pm. 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 

** These minutes will be approved at a future meeting and may be amended. These minutes are  
respectfully submitted by David Bennett, Communications and Economic Development Coordinator ** 
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Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, August 19, 2025 at 6:30 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Council President Finkler called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. The following members were present: 
Mayor  Joe Hammer, Council President Molly Finkler, Alderperson Michael Lawson, Alderperson 
Marcus  Meier, Alderperson Trina Reid, Alderperson Amy Roelke and Alderperson Ryan Rostad. 

Interim Finance Director/HR Administrator Kendra Riddle took the minutes for Clerk Caine who was 
attending the Wisconsin Municipal Clerks Association Conference. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Meier to approve the agenda with the 
correction to Item #2 to read "Discussion regarding authorization to fill vacancies for Administrative and 
Billing Clerk, Human Resources Generalist, and Public Works Maintenance II positions". Motion carried 
on a unanimous voice vote. 

Public Comment 

None. 

New Business 

1. Discussion regarding job descriptions for Administrative and Billing Clerk, Deputy 
Treasurer, and Human Resources Generalist: 

Riddle shared with Committee members the job descriptions and how they would formulate the 
Financial Department team in addition to the Financial Director and the Deputy Treasurer. The new 
Administrative and Billing Clerk will be replacing the DPW Admin. Assistant, bringing those duties 
back to City Hall, in addition to assisting in the Finance Department. The Deputy Treasurer job 
description is being updated and these duties will be handled by Aly Bushkie. The Human 
Resources Generalist will be handling everything the prior HR Administrator role covered along 
with the addition of Payroll. Alderperson Reid asked about the Bulk Drop-Off scheduling and who 
would be overseeing that service. The payment will be made at City Hall and DPW will continue to 
monitor the site. Mayor Hammer shared that the three spots where Water & Light are referenced in 
the Administrative and Billing Clerk job description which should read "Utilities", and one reference 
to the Sewer Utility Department in the Deputy Treasurer job description which should be deleted. 
Committee members agreed to move forward to the August 19, 2025 Common Council Meeting. 
with the changes discussed. 

2. Discussion regarding authorization to fill vacancies for Administrative and Billing Clerk, 
Human Resources Generalist, and Public Works Maintenance II positions: 

The new Administrative and Billing Clerk will be responsible for the former duties of the DPW 
Administrative Assistant. That position and the Human Resources Generalist position will be 
aligned under the Finance Director. The DPW Maintenance I vacancy is being replaced with a 
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DPW Maintenance II hire. Amundson shared that staff would like to develop criteria needed by 
staff to move from a Maintenance II position to a Maintenance I position in the future. Alderperson 
Meier asked what the current criteria has been used in the past for that position. He would support 
staff in their hiring decision if a candidate applied that is qualified for Maintenance I that they not be 
held back from the opportunity. Alderperson Rostad asked if we would hire above the midpoint of 
salary range listed. Amundson said that that has not been the current practice. Committee 
members agreed to move forward to the August 19, 2025 Common Council Meeting. 

3. Discussion regarding amendments to provisions of Chapter 102 of the City Code of 
Ordinances Concerning the Columbus Utility Commission: 

Administrator Amundson shared that these draft amendments are based on the relevant 
discussion at the Council Workshop of August 6, 2025. This includes aligning the Commission to 
May for its annual organizational meeting and aligning the hiring process for a Utility Director to 
that of the other Department Heads of the City. Also, aligning the compensation strategy that the 
Utility Commission can make recommendations that ultimately the Council has to approve. 
Alderperson Meier stated that the changes are needed in order for the City Administrator to be able 
to hold the Utility Director accountable and make decisions concerning the city Utilities. Mayor 
Hammer noted that Sec. 102-58 references the communication system which is going to be 
repealed at a future date and that should be removed from the final copy. Committee members 
agreed to move forward to the August 19, 2025 Common Council meeting. 

4. Discussion regarding Task Order 2025-05 with Ruekert-Mielke, Inc for 2026 W. School Street 
Reconstruction in the amount of $167,600: 

Amundson shared that this is a large project which is included in the CIP. This Task Order is for the 
design work. City Engineer Jason Leitha then lead the discussion regarding the 2026 W. School 
Street reconstruction project. The pavement is rated a 3 on the scale of 1 - 10 and is about 100 
years old. The project will include street reconstruction, aprons, storm sewer, water main upgrades 
and lead water service replacement, hydrants and sidewalks. They will be applying for an LRIP 
Grant in October, 2025 which if awarded will garner about $450,000 towards this project. Also 
included will be updates to the drop-off/pickup traffic configurations around the middle school and 
burying some of the overhead electrical lines in that area. There will be two public information 
meetings offered. There are some Native American burial areas along this corridor that will have to 
be addressed, as well. Leitha introduced Sam Boman as the Project Lead. Committee members 
agreed to move forward to the August 19, 2025 Common Council meeting. 

5. Discussion of bids received for asphalt work at Waterloo lift station, Meister Park lift station 
and parking lot, and Warner Park parking lot and infrastructure support of proposed park 
shelter: 

Amundson lead the discussion regarding a current lack of specific funding for these projects in 
2025 and initiated the idea that it perhaps could be combined into the 2026 W. School Street 
project in order to receive better pricing and reject these bids. Alderperson Lawson asked if there 
are any impacts that council should be aware of if it is deferred to next year. Leitha shared that to 
incorporate it into next year's project would not greatly impact the overall project. Committee 
members agreed to move the decision to the August 19, 2025 Common Council meeting. 

6. Discussion of Capital Improvement Budget (CIP) and additional staffing requests: 

Amundson reminded members that there will be changes over the next few weeks to what was 
presented in the packet. The budget is a working document. This is the current 10-year Capital 
Improvement Budget. Intern Luke Moore prepared a presentation of the 2026 plan. Items include: 
Fiber Optic Network, Engine 92 for the Fire Department, Jaws of Life replacement, Pavilion HVAC, 
Meister Park Netting, Kiwanis Fence Repair, Fireman's Park Pickleball Courts and Basketball 
Court, Community Center HVAC and door replacements, Lounge Chairs, Ventilation project, and 
Blue-Green repairs at the Aquatic Center, Police Squad Vehicle, replacement of five Tasers, 
Squad Computers (3), and Squad Cameras (3), School Street Repairs, Tower Drive (need to check 
allocations made), Public Works Parking Lot, DPW Plow Truck, Expansion of Salt Shed and the 
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Garage Doors. Amundson reminded members that these numbers are not final and he does not 
intend or expect all of these projects to be approved, but at a future meeting they will need to be 
prioritized and decided upon. 

In addition to these listed items, there was one staffing request for the Fire Department for a full-
time Fire Chief or a full-time Fire Inspector. Amundson also would like members to assist in the 
Cost-of-Living-Adjustment (COLA) discussion for 2026 payroll, in addition to considering a merit-
based pay increase for employees. After committee discussion, it was decided for staff to present a 
follow up at a future meeting. 

7. Discussion regarding ordering 2026 Ford Police Interceptor squad prior to budget approval 
due to limited ordering window:  

Police Chief Weiner shared that the ordering window is available to order the next squad car. 
Napleton would be handling the ordering so as to keep the fleet the same. The vehicle would be 
received at the beginning of 2026 and so the expenditure would not happen until then. Alderperson 
Rostad asked if their would be a body change for the 2026 model year. Weiner answered that it 
occurred in 2025. Weiner presented two alternatives for outfitting. One would utilize the retired 
squad's equipment on the new vehicle and the other would be to install all new. The cost difference 
could be covered by the LESO funds, budgeting for about $6,000 with the additional $12,000 
(approx.) needed coming from the LESO funds. Committee members agreed to move forward to 
the August 19, 2025 Common Council meeting.  

8. Update on LESO program: 

Chief Weiner shared an update on the LESO Program on behalf of Lt. Darrell Ward. Previously this 
year LESO funds were going to be used to purchase four used vehicles, but the purchase did not 
go through due to the mechanical condition of the vehicles. The seller took all of the vehicles back 
at no charge. Ward was able to purchase a used squad for $8,500 which has about 100,000 miles 
on it. Plan to get it outfitted in the next couple of months. In the future, it would be more beneficial 
to have an increased spending limit with this program to allow more flexibility in purchases.  

Adjourn 

Motion made by Alderperson Lawson, Seconded by Alderperson Roelke to adjourn at 8:03pm. Motion 
carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by 
Susan L. Caine, Clerk 
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Common Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, August 19, 2025 at 6:35 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Mayor Hammer called the meeting to order at 8:08pm. Members present included Mayor Joe 
Hammer, Council President Molly Finkler, Alderperson Michael Lawson, Alderperson Marcus 
Meier, Alderperson Trina Reid, Alderperson Amy Roelke and Alderperson Ryan Rostad.  

Interim Finance Director/HR Administrator Kendra Riddle took the minutes for Clerk Caine who was 
attending the Wisconsin Municipal Clerks Association Conference. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Meier to approve the agenda with the 
change of Item #7 to read: Consider and take action regarding authorization to fill vacancies for 
Administrative and Billing Clerk, Human Resources Generalist, and Public Works Maintenance II 
positions (Cow 8/19/25). Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

Public Comment: None. 

Department Reports for File 

included CFD (06/2025), Library (07/2025), and Police (07/2025). 

Consent Agenda 

2. Motion made by Alderperson Roelke, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to approve the Consent 
Agenda which included Joint Plan Commission/Common Council, Committee of the Whole, 
Common Council and Council Workshop meeting minutes of 08/06/2025. Motion carried on a 
unanimous voice vote. 

Ordinances – First Reading (Final action may be taken by a motion to suspend the rules and 
waive the readings under City of Columbus Ordinance Sec 2-46) 

3. Consider and take action regarding Ordinance 808-25: An Ordinance to Repeal and 
Recreate Certain Provisions of Chapter 102 of the City of Columbus Code of Ordinances 
concerning the Columbus Utility Commission (COW 8/19/25): 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Council President Finkler to suspend the rules 
per Sec. 2-46. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

Motion made by Council President Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to waive the readings 
of  Ordinance 808-25: An Ordinance to Repeal and Recreate Certain Provisions of Chapter 102 of 
the City of Columbus Code of Ordinances concerning the Columbus Utility Commission. Motion 
carried on a  unanimous voice vote. 
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Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Roelke to adopt Ordinance 808-
25: An Ordinance to Repeal and Recreate Certain Provisions of Chapter 102 of the City of 
Columbus Code of Ordinances concerning the Columbus Utility Commission with the deletion of 
"and communications" from Sec. 102-58 as shown: 

"The common council delegates general management, control and supervision of any and all of the 
property pertaining to the water, sewer, stormwater, and electric, and communications utilities. All 
property owned by any of the utilities shall be vested in the City of Columbus. The commission 
shall protect all property under its charge and management from all unnecessary damage or loss, 
keep the water, sewer, stormwater, and electric and communications systems and appliances in 
good repair, procure at the expense of the city all materials necessary to operate the water, sewer, 
stormwater, and electric and communications systems, and employ all labor necessary in the 
operation, management and extension of the systems." 

Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

New Business 

4. Consider and take action regarding Tower Drive Housing Project: 

Kornmann shared that there was good public feedback at Zion Lutheran Church on July 31st and 
at National Night Out. We also received several good emails back through the link on the website. 
Kornmann provided a third option for residents to consider which has 1-2 story 55-year old and 
older apartment building with approximately 30 units and 8 to 10 zero lot line homes. Alderperson 
Lawson would like the city to issue a Request for Proposal/Request for Qualifications for this 
project. Kornmann shared that there are many different arrangements that could be considered. 
Alderperson Finkler does not want analysis and likes Concept #3. She feels that the RFQ should 
just include the one concept so we can move forward. Alderperson Meier would like to see the 
emails that were received in order to make an informed decision.  

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to create an RFP and 
propose an RFQ for concept number three. Motion carried with a 5-1 voice vote. Alderperson Meier 
voted Nay. 

5. Consider and take action on the Mission, Vision, and Value Statements of the City of 
Columbus (CoW 7/15/25): 

Motion made by Council President Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Reid to approve the City of 
Columbus, Wisconsin's Mission, Vision and Value Statements as presented. Motion carried on a 
unanimous voice vote. 

6. Consider and take action on Job Descriptions for Administrative and Billing Clerk, Deputy 
Treasurer, and Human Resources Generalist (CoW 8/19/25): 

Motion made by Alderperson Roelke, Seconded by Council President Finkler to approve the job 
description for the Administrative and Billing Clerk with the addition of "Assists with Columbus 
Utilities as needed"; and the job description for the Deputy Treasurer with the deletion of Water & 
Light duties listed and the Human Resources Generalist. Motion carried on a unanimous voice 
vote. 

7. Consider and take action regarding authorization to fill vacancies for Administrative and 
Billing Clerk, Human Resources Generalist, and Public Works Maintenance II positions 
(CoW 8/19/25): 

Motion made by Alderperson Meier, Seconded by Council President Finkler to authorize staff to fill 
the vacancies for the Administrative and Billing Clerk, Human Resources Generalist, and Public 
Works Maintenance II positions. Motion carried on a 6-0 Roll Call vote. 
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8. Consider and take action on Task Order 2025-05 with Ruekert-Mielke, Inc for 2026 W. School 
Street Reconstruction in the amount of $167,600 (CoW 8/19/25): 

Motion made by Alderperson Roelke, Seconded by Alderperson Meier to approve Task Order 
2025-05 with Ruekert-Mielke, Inc. for the 2026 W. School Street Reconstruction project in the 
amount of $167,600. Motion carried on a 6-0 Roll Call vote. 

9. Consider and take action on award of bid to Kopplin & Kinas Co, Inc. in the amount of 
$240,978.80 for asphalt work at Waterloo lift station, Meister Park lift station and parking lot, 
and Warner Park parking lot and infrastructure support of proposed park shelter (CoW 
8/19/25): 

Motion made by Alderperson Meier, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to reject the bids from 
Kopplin & Kinas Co., Inc. as presented. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

10. Consider and take action on ordering 2026 Ford Police Interceptor squad from Napleton 
Columbus in the amount of $44,399.50 (CoW 8/19/25): 

Motion made by Alderperson Lawson, Seconded by Alderperson Meier to approve the purchase of 
a 2026 Ford Police Interceptor squad from Napleton Columbus in the amount of $44,399.50. 
Motion carried on a 6-0 Roll Call vote. 

11. Consider & take action on Claims in the amount of $424,955.83: 

Motion made by Alderperson Meier, Seconded by Council President Finkler to approve and pay 
the claims in the amount of $424,955.83. Motion carried on a 6-0 Roll Call vote. 

Report of City Officers – City Administrator, Mayor 

Amundson thanked the staff and residents for enduring the Park Avenue/Ludington Street road 
reconstruction. We are fortunate that James Street, Park Avenue/Ludington Street and Farnham/89 
have all been reconstructed during the last eight years. 

Mayor Hammer reminded all that even though a majority of the road project is complete to please 
continue to support the businesses affected along the route. 

Convene to Closed Session 

Convene to closed session per § 19.85(1)(g) to confer with legal counsel for the governmental body 
who is rendering oral or written advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to 
litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved. 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Meier to convene into Closed Session 
at 8:33pm. Motion carried on a 6-0 Roll Call vote. 

Reconvene to Open Session 

Motion made by Council President Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to reconvene into Open 
Session at 8:39pm. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote.  

Consider and take action to approve a settlement agreement concerning a former employee: 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Council President Finkler to approve the settlement 
agreement concerning a former employee. Motion carried on a 6-0 Roll Call vote. 

Adjourn 

Motion made by Council President Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Roelke to adjourn at 8:40pm. 
Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 

Respectfully Submitted by 
Susan L. Caine, Clerk 
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Council Workshop Minutes 

Tuesday, August 19, 2025 at 6:40 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Mayor Hammer called the meeting to order at 8:41pm. Members present included Mayor Joe 
Hammer, Council President Molly Finkler, Alderperson Michael Lawson, Alderperson Marcus 
Meier, Alderperson Trina Reid, Alderperson Amy Roelke and Alderperson Ryan Rostad.  

Interim Finance Director/HR Administrator Kendra Riddle took the minutes for Clerk Caine who was 
attending the Wisconsin Municipal Clerks Association Conference. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Discussion Items 

1. Discussion topics include employee handbook and  timeline for public safety building project. 

1. Employee Handbook:  After review, council members requested several adjustments to the 
draft copy of the updated Employee Handbook in regards to employee benefits. Staff will work on 
the re-write and present the update at a future Common Council meeting. 

2. Timeline for Public Safety Building: After discussion, council members requested viewing 
quotes from chosen design teams before setting a construction timeline for this project. Staff will 
present at a future Common Council meeting. 

Adjourn 

Motion by Council President Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Roelke to adjourn at 10:11pm. Motion 
carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 

Respectfully Submitted by 
Susan L. Caine, Clerk 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type:  City Council 

Meeting Date:  September 2, 2025 

 

Item Title: Outdoor Storage of Vehicles 

Submitted By: Mike Kornmann, Director of Community and Economic Development 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

The Plan Commission recommended approval of the revised ordinance.  The only change was the 
addition of language that allows for parking of recreational vehicles in the front yard provided it was on a 
paved driveway.   

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

 ORD. 809-25: An Ordinance to Repeal and Recreate Sec. 114-95 of the City Code of Ordinances 
Concerning Outdoor Storage of Vehicles 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Approve the recommendation of approval from the Plan Commission by approving the ordinance as 
revised. 
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CITY OF COLUMBUS 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 809-25 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL AND RECREATE SECTION 114-95 OF THE CITY 

CODE OF ORDINANCES CONCERNING  

OUTDOOR STORAGE OF VEHICLES 

 

The Common Council of the City of Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin does hereby 

ordain as follows: 

1. Sec. 114-95. Outdoor storage of vehicles. 

2. (1) Automobiles. In residential districts, only one automobile may be parked on any 

unpaved surface.  

3. (2) Truck trailers. No truck trailers, whether registered or unregistered, shall be 

parked outside in any district without a conditional use permit, except at a truck freight 

terminal and except for the parking of one truck trailer in regular use on the highway at 

premises owned by its owner/operator. A truck trailer may also be used as a construction 

office or for construction storage on a construction site during the period in which the 

building and/or subdivision is under construction. Upon issuance of the final occupancy 

permit, all construction trailers must be removed.  

4. (3) Recreational vehicles. Only travel trailers which are 35 feet or less in length and 

eight feet or less in width may be parked or stored outside in any district in the city. Pop-

up campers, 24 feet or less in length and five and one-half or less in height, may be 

parked or stored outside in any district in the city. Watercraft, 35 feet or less in length and 

12 feet or less in height, either mounted on a boat trailer or un-mounted, may be parked 

or stored outside in any district in the city. Said vehicles shall only be parked in rear 

yards and side yards of the parcel. However, said vehicles may be parked on a paved 

driveway in the front yard.   Recreational vehicles include travel trailers, campers, all-

terrain vehicles (ATV), Utility Task Vehicle (UTV); snowmobiles, and other similar 

vehicles. 

5.  

6. Severability. Each section, paragraph, sentence, clause, word, and provision of this Section 

is severable, and if any such provision shall be held unconstitutional or invalid for any 

reason, such decision(s) shall not affect the remainder of the ordinance nor any part thereof 

other than that affected by such decision. 

  

7. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage and posting 

as required by law. 

 

 

 

Adopted this _____ day of _____________, 2025. 

 

CITY OF COLUMBUS 

By: __________________________  By: __________________________  

Joseph Hammer, Mayor    Susan L. Caine, Clerk 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Committee of the Whole & Council 

Meeting Date: September 2, 2025 

 

Item Title: Ordinance to Repeal & Recreate 86-191 

Submitted By: Duane Millard, Director of Public Works 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

Attorney Johnson has drafted the amended ordinance due to some recent conversations and issues 
related to driveways in an attempt to clean up this ordinance.  The following are the changes: 

 section 1, added the date of January 1, 2004 for the date all driveways had to be something 
other than gravel.  

 section 2, changed building inspector to director of public works. 

 section 3, allows one driveway on a  single family residential lot and two driveways on a multi-
family lot. Eliminates 200 foot rule and no allowance for a driveway on each frontage of a corner 
lot.  

 section 4, consistency with commercial and industrial lots except two driveways are allowed.  

 section 5, the Plan Commission can grant waivers to the requirements of section 86-191. They 
are the final decision maker in this regard. The Plan Commission can require an applicant for a 
waiver to submit an engineered plan if it so chooses. This is discretionary and not mandatory 
with the Commission.  

 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Draft Ordinance 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Discussion regarding an ordinance to repeal and recreate certain provisions of Section 86-191 of the City 
Code of Ordinances concerning requirements for driveways. 
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CITY OF COLUMBUS 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 810-25 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL AND RECREATE CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF 

SECTION 86-191 OF THE CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES CONCERNING  

REQUIREMENTS FOR DRIVEWAYS 

 

The Common Council of the City of Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin does hereby 

ordain as follows: 

 

1. Sec. 86-191(a)(5) is repealed and recreated to read now as follows: 

 

(5) Any driveway constructed after January 1, 2004, shall be constructed of one of the 

following:  Concrete, asphalt, brick or other surface approved by the Director of 

Public Works.  Driveway approaches, between the edge of the pavement and the 

right-of-way line, shall be constructed of concrete pavement. 

 

2. Sec. 86-191(a)(10) is repealed and recreated to now read as follows: 

 

(10) No person shall install, alter, change, replace or extend any driveway without first 

obtaining a permit from the Director of Public Works. 

 

3. Sec. 86-191(b)(1) is repealed and recreated to now read as follows: 

 

(1) There shall be no more than 1 driveway per lot or 2 driveways per multi-family 

residential lot.   

 

4. Sec. 86-191(c)(1) is repealed and recreated to now read as follows: 

 

(1) There shall be no more than 2 driveways per commercial or industrial lot.  Each 

driveway on a commercial or industrial lot shall meet the requirements for street 

frontage separately.  Driveways may be prohibited or restricted in size, number or 

direction of traffic flow, if, in the opinion of the Public Works Director, the 

proposed location of a driveway will present a hazard to the safety and general 

welfare of the public. 

 

5. Sec. 86-191(d)(1) and (2) are repealed and recreated to now read as follows: 

 

(1) The City Planning Commission may waive the requirements for residential, 

commercial or industrial driveways when, in its opinion, the waiving of the 

requirements will not have a detrimental effect on the safety of the general public.  

The Plan Commission may require the applicant for a waiver to submit an 

engineered plan that will effectively permit ingress and egress with a minimum of 

hazard or congestion to pedestrian and vehicle traffic both on and off the street. 
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6. Severability. Each section, paragraph, sentence, clause, word, and provision of this Section 

is severable, and if any such provision shall be held unconstitutional or invalid for any 

reason, such decision(s) shall not affect the remainder of the ordinance nor any part thereof 

other than that affected by such decision. 

  

7. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage and posting 

as required by law. 

 

 

Adopted this _____ day of _____________, 2025. 

 

 

CITY OF COLUMBUS 

 

 

By: __________________________  By: __________________________  

Joseph Hammer, Mayor    Susan L. Caine, Clerk 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council 

Meeting Date: September 2, 2025 

 

Item Title: Consider and take action approval of up to $18,917.92 for the Community 
Development Authority’s (CDA) Façade Grant for MP’s Town Tap for 
tuckpointing 

Submitted By: David Bennett, Communications & Economic Development Coordinator 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

The Community Development Authority (CDA) at its August 18th meeting had recommended for Council 
to approve up to $18,917.92 façade grant expenditure for the tuckpointing project at 153 N. Ludington 
St. with reimbursement pending receiving receipts within one year of grant approval. This does not 
include the signage project at 153 N. Ludington St. which was part of the overall application. The CDA 
decided to separate the two projects and only voted to award for the tuckpointing.  

The tuckpointing is quoted for $40,000 and the CDA’s awarding of up to $18,917.92 is within the 
guidelines of the grant and does not negatively impact its budget. 

Normally, the amounts awarded for CDA façade grants are within the expenditure authority of the CDA. 
However, since this grant award is above $10,000, it would need Council approval before being officially 
awarded based on amended bylaws from 2021 making this a requirement. 

 

List of all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

CDA Minutes from August 18, 2025 

CDA Façade Grant application for 153 N. Ludington St. 

 

Action Requested of Tourism Commission: 

Approve up to $18,917.92 for the tuckpointing project at 153 N. Ludington St. with reimbursement 
pending receipts within one year of grant approval. Lawson seconded the motion. The motion does not 
include the signage project at 153 N. Ludington St. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ATHORITY (CDA)
City of Columbus 

Façade Improvement Grant Application 

The Columbus Façade Improvement Grant Program provides funding for eligible façade improvement, signage or 
awning projects for commercial properties located within the City of Columbus.  

Applicant: ___________________________________ 

Business Name: _______________________________

Phone: ______________________________________ 

E-mail:______________________________________

Property Address: _____________________________ 

Parcel Number: _______________________________ 

Project Start Date: ____________________________ 

Project Completion Date: _______________________ 
Project Summary (write see attached if necessary):  

Total Project Cost: __________________________ 

Total Grant Funds Requested: __________________________ 

Other Sources of Funds: 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

I CERTIFY that all information in this application is true and complete to the best of my/our knowledge. 

Applicant Signature Print Name Date 

Required Attachments

1. Project Plans that identifies the work to be completed.  The project plan should include building plans,
specifications and bids received for the project.

2. Submit photos of building before and after work has been completed.

3. Renderings or Building Elevations of the proposed project.

4. Commitments for all funding sources.

Maria L. Peterson 153 N Ludington St.

MP's Town Tap

920-623-4527 August

mpstowntap@charter.net October

Loan

Maria Peterson 05/09/2025

53,000

25,000

Replacement of Bussiness sign an tuckpointing.
See Attachment

       22
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June 2024 Page 1 of 2 

City of Columbus-CDA 
Façade Improvement Grant Application 

Program Guidelines 

1. Façade Improvement Grants  includes signs and awnings.
a. Must leverage $1 of private funds for $1 requested with a maximum of $25,000 per project. Eligible

Activities include:
i. 

ii. Cleaning of exterior building surfaces.
iii. Tuck pointing and masonry repair.
iv. Painting of exterior building surfaces including murals
v. Repair/replacement or addition of entrances, doors, display windows, transoms, or

windows.
vi. Replacement of existing signs and awnings.

vii. New signage and awnings.
viii. Permanent exterior lighting.

ix. Limits to the program:  Temporary or Portable signs are not eligible and signs must be for
Business Identification

2. Eligible Properties - Any property within the City of Columbus zoned CBD-1, B-2, B-3 or I1.
3. Applications will be reviewed once a complete application is submitted and funds will be distributed on a

4. Applications shall be submitted and approved prior to any work commencing on a project.  Any
expenditures made before the approval of the grant application are not eligible for reimbursement.

5. The project must be visible from the public right of way.
6. All proposed improvements must comply with the Columbus Municipal Code and the applicant must obtain

all necessary permits.
7. If your project is a designated local historic landmark or within a local historic district, approval of a

Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) by the Columbus Historic Landmark and Preservation Commission
(HLPC) will be required.

8. Grants will not be issued for Tax Delinquent Properties.

Façade Grant Program Process 

1. Application Submittal
a. Property owner shall submit a signed copy of grant application.
b. Property owner shall submit all required attachments with the application.

2. Review Process
a. Internal Review
b. Community Development Authority Review and Approval
c. Council approval

3. Applicant obtains relevant permits and completes the project
4. Payment Process

a. Applicant submits proof of payment for eligible activities to the program administrator.
b. Program Administrator will verify that the project was completed as proposed.
c. Program funds will be disbursed when project invoices or receipts have been submitted to the

program administrator.
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Project Overview: 
This project focused on the restoration and preservation of the rear elevation of a historic 
structure through careful and historically sensitive tuckpointing work. The goal was to 
repair deteriorating mortar joints while maintaining the building’s architectural integrity and 
original aesthetic. 

Scope of Work: 

• Conducted detailed inspection of existing mortar and brickwork to identify 
deterioration. 

• Carefully removed failing mortar using non-invasive techniques to protect original 
masonry. 

• Cleaned joints to prepare for new mortar application. 

• Applied historically appropriate lime-based mortar, matched for texture and color. 

• Tooled joints to replicate original finish and profile consistent with the building’s era. 

• Cleaned brick surfaces using non-abrasive methods suitable for historical masonry. 

Materials Used: 

• Lime-based mortar (custom color and aggregate to match original) 

• Specialized hand tools for precision work 

• Non-acidic masonry cleaner suitable for historic structures 

Timeline: 
 "August – October, 2025" 

Outcome: 
The rear elevation has been structurally stabilized and visually restored with respect to its 
historic character. The work ensures continued preservation, weather resistance, and 
aesthetic harmony with the rest of the structure. 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type:  City Council 

Meeting Date:  September 2, 2025 

 

Item Title: Conditional Use Permit at 277 Industrial Drive – Core and Main 

Submitted By: Mike Kornmann, Director of Community and Economic Development 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

The Plan Commission recommended approval of the CUP with conditions.  Core and Main will be storing 
piping on site. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

 Site plan with fencing 

Action Requested of Council: 

Approve conditional use permit for outdoor storage at 277 Industrial Drive with the following conditions: 

 Fencing to completely enclose outdoor storage 

 Storage materials not to exceed height of fence 

 Fence height not to exceed eight feet 

 Permit will remain in effect as long as all conditions are met 
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                      COLUMBUS POLICE DEPARTMENT                       159 S. Ludington St.    
                                                                                                                                                      Columbus, WI. 53925   
                                                                                                                                                      920-623-5919 (Main) 

                                                                                                                                                    920-623-5930 (Fax) 
                                                                                                                                                          

 

 
 www.cityofcolumbuswi.com                                                                                                                 Dennis R. Weiner  – Chief of Police 

 
 
 
 
 
 
TO: Columbus City Council 
 
FROM: Chief Dennis Weiner 
 
REF: Purchasing approval for LESO purchases  
 
DATE: August 26, 2025 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I am requesting a change to the current purchasing authority for vehicles or equipment purchased under 
the LESO (Law Enforcement Support Office) as we continue to move forward on our assigned or take 
home squad program. Current authority limits the city administrator to $25,000 if the funding source is 
identified in the budget. The LESO funds are not recognized as being part of the budget as they are 
unique, not taxpayer funds, and funds going in and out vary.  
 
I am requesting that the city administrator be authorized to approve vehicle or equipment purchases by 
the police department, between $5,000 and up to $25,000, with available LESO funds. This amount is 
consistent with the current purchasing policy for budgeted items.  
 
 
 
 
 `   
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type:  City Council 

Meeting Date:  September 2, 2025 

 

  

  

Item Title:  Encroachment Agreement for parcel 45.03 (Loppnow) 

 

Report by:  Mike Kornmann, Director of Community and Economic Development 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

This property is one of the oldest in the city and was built prior to zoning and other related ordinances.  
The building is built up to the right of way line and the main floor is a couple of feet above the sidewalk 
grade.  Current access one of the commercial spaces in the building is via existing stairs located in the 
right of way.  The owners also want to recreate the original entrance near the corner of Dickason and Mill 
for a second commercial space.  The only access to Dickason is by having steps in the right of way like 
the ones at the first entrance. There is 19 feet between the building and the curb with the steps only using 
four feet. Approving this agreement protects the city and supports a local business that is contributing to 
downtown revitalization. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

 Encroachment agreement and Exhibit A 

 

Action Requested of Council:  Approval of Encroachment Agreement 
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Re:  Lot 1 of Certified Survey Map 6827 

recorded with the Columbia County 

Register of Deeds in Vol 51of Records, 

page 75 as document Number 967274 (the 

“Property”) 

 

This Agreement made and entered into this 

2nd day of September, 2025, by and between the 

City of Columbus, a Wisconsin Municipal 

Corporation (hereinafter “City”) and Keith 

Loppnow and Andrea Loppnow (hereinafter 

“Loppnow”). 

WHEREAS, Loppnow is the owner of the 

Property located in the City of Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin; and 

WHEREAS, a portion of the existing building on the Property encroaches into the 

Dickason Blvd. right-of-way by approximately 4 feet; and 

WHEREAS, a portion of the proposed alteration of the building (Exhibit A) on the 

Property encroaches into the Dickason Blvd. right-of-way by approximately 4 feet; and 

WHEREAS, the parties hereto have agreed that until such time as the building shall be 

destroyed, relocated, or in need of repair to greater than 50% of its 2025 assessed value, the 

building may remain as presently situated on the Property. 

NOW, THEREFORE, for good and valuable consideration, the receipt of which is hereby 

acknowledged, it is hereby agreed as follows: 

1. The portion of the building and improvements owned by Loppnow on the Property which 

presently encroaches into the Dickason Blvd right-of-way shall be and is hereby allowed 

to remain as is. 

 

 
ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Drafted by and Return To: 

Paul A. Johnson 

Boardman & Clark LLP 

PO Box 256 

Lodi, WI  53555 

 

11-211-45.03 

Parcel Identification Number(s) 
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2. At such time as the building on the Property is destroyed, relocated, or in need of repair to 

greater than 50% of its 2025 assessed value, the building shall be moved so as not to 

encroach upon the Dickason Street right-of-way and to comply with all applicable City 

setbacks so that it is totally and completely within the Property owned by Loppnow. 

 

 

3. This Agreement shall run with the land and is made and entered into for the benefit of the 

parties hereto and shall be binding upon them and upon their heirs, successors, personal 

representatives, agents, trustees and successors in interest.   

 

    

 Dated and approved this _____ day of _____________, 2025. 

 

 

  

       

By: __________________________  By: _________________________.......... 

 Keith Loppnow     Andrea Loppnow 

 

 

 CITY OF COLUMBUS 

 

By: __________________________  By: ___________________________ 

 Joe Hammer, Mayor                           Susan Caine, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUTHENTICATION 

 

Signatures of all signers to this Agreement, in their capacities indicated, are hereby  

authenticated this ____ day of _____________, 2025. 

 

_____________________________________ 

Attorney Paul A. Johnson 

Notary Public, State of Wisconsin 

My Commission is Permanent. 
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EXHIBIT A 
Existing steps on right are six foot by 4’ 2’’ deep.  New steps 8’ 3/8” wide and 4’ 2’’ 
deep. 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Committee of the Whole & Council 

Meeting Date: September 2, 2025 

 

Item Title: Discussion of approval of job description for Utility Director and authorization 
to fill vacancy 

Submitted By: Matt Amundson, City Administrator 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

In accordance with the ordinance revisions approved at the August 19th meeting.  I’ve included the draft 
of the Utility Director job description for your review.  Additionally, I’m asking for authorization to fill the 
vacancy. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Utility Director Job Description 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Approval of Utility Director job description and authorization to fill vacancy 

 

45

Item #9.



Page | 1 
 

 POSITION DESCRIPTION 
 
 

Title:  Utilities Director  
Department: Columbus Utilities 
Date:  10/19/2023 
FLSA:  Exempt  
Wage Range: $110,000 - $130,000 annually 
Approved: 12/5/2023 City Council 
 
GENERAL PURPOSE    
This position is responsible for the general administration, planning, development, direction, and day-
to-day operations of Columbus Utilities to include Water, Electric and Wastewater.  
 
SUPERVISION RECEIVED  
This appointed position works under the supervision of the City Administrator. 
 
SUPERVISION EXERCISED 
Provides direct supervision to Columbus Utilities staff; assigns, directs and evaluates their performance.  
Makes effective recommendations regarding salary increases, promotions, hiring and terminations. 
 
ESSENTIAL DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

 Holds primary responsibility for all aspects of utility operations, administration, financial 
oversight, and planning: 

o Operation and maintenance 
o Planning and development 
o Policy development and implementation 
o Budget oversight 
o Financial strategy 
o Personnel management 
o Facilitation of Utility Commission oversight and governance 
o Community relations 

 Oversee day-to-day operations including operation, construction, maintenance and repair of the 
electric, water, and the wastewater systems.   

 Work collaboratively with other city departments and department personnel to achieve 
productivity targets and to meet established City policies, objectives, and goals. 

 Be an active participant in all Department Head and Utility Commission meetings, and attend 
Common Council and other city meetings as required.   

 Attends various community and intergovernmental meetings as City representative to 
obtain/share information, explain policies and goals, and gain cooperation and support. 

 Assures all work is carried out within budget; monitors revenues and expenditures to assure 
sound fiscal control and maximum cost-efficiency; prepares annual budget requests. 
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 Works in partnership with City Engineer in the review of all private project development plans 
to ensure adequate infrastructure planning and compliance of plans to construction standards 
for all related infrastructure development, including wastewater and water connections. 

 Select, train, motivate, and evaluate personnel; provide or coordinate staff training:  work with 
employees to correct deficiencies; implement discipline and termination procedures. 

 Produce required regulatory reports and ensure compliance with regulatory requirements, laws 
codes, and enforcement actions. 

 Ensure that a safe work environment is maintained by monitoring and enforcing proper 
equipment checks, workplace safety and situational awareness among staff. 

 Respond to and resolve difficult and sensitive citizen inquiries and complaints. 

 Perform related duties as required. 
 
KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES 

 A bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university in engineering, business 
administration, accounting, public administration preferred, or other directly relevant 
experience;  

 Six years of progressively responsible experience and demonstrated ability in the 
administration of public or private utilities, utility design, and construction. 

 Minimum of three years of supervisory experience. 

 Excellent interpersonal and communication skills. 

 Project management experience. 

 Highly responsible professional able to manage multiple tasks simultaneously and to provide 
constant oversight of department activities and emergency response. 

 Ability to establish and maintain effective and positive working relationships and communicate 
effectively with other city employees, City Council, and the public. 

 Experience to interpret and apply federal, state, and local policies, laws, and regulations. 

 Ability to ensure compliance with city and department safety rules and regulations including 
training per Federal (OSHA) and State (DSPS) regulations. 

 Lead and motivate with integrity and honesty at all times. 
 
PHYSICAL DEMANDS AND WORKING ENVIRONMENT 
The conditions herein are representative of those that must be met by an employee to successfully 
perform the essential functions of this job.  Reasonable accommodations may be made to enable 
individuals with disabilities to perform the essential job functions. 
Environment:  Work is performed primarily in a standard office setting. Exposure to extreme hot or cold 
temperatures.   
Physical:  Primary functions require sufficient physical ability and mobility to work in an office setting; 
to stand or sit for prolonged periods of time; to occasionally stoop, bend, kneel, crouch, reach, and twist; 
to lift, carry, push, and/or pull light to moderate amounts of weight; to operate office equipment 
requiring repetitive and movement and fine coordination including use of a computer keyboard; and to 
verbally communicate to exchange information. 
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SELECTION GUIDELINES  
Formal application, rating of education and experience; oral interview and reference check; job related 
tests may be required.  
 
The duties listed above are intended only as illustrations of the various types of work that may be 
performed.  The omission of specific statements of duties does not exclude them from the position if 
the work is similar, related or a logical assignment to the position. 
This job description does not constitute an employment agreement between the employer and 
employee and is subject to change by the employer as the needs of the employer and requirements of 
the job change.   
 
I acknowledge that I have read the job description for my employment position with the City of 
Columbus and I certify that I can perform these functions. 
 
 
_____________________________________        ___________________________________________ 
Employee Name – Please print          Employee Signature 
 
 
___________________________________  
Date 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council 

Meeting Date: 9/2/2025 
 

 

 

Item Title: 

 

Claims Packet 

Submitted By: Kendra Riddle, Interim Finance Director 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

Claims from 8/13/2025 to 8/28/2025 in the amount of $591,841.04 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Claims Packet 8/13/2025 – 8/28/2025 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Consider & take action on claims in the amount of $591,841.04 
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