
 

Committee of the Whole Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, August 20, 2024 at 6:40 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Approval of Agenda 

Department Reports for File 

1. Department Reports for File: Fire Department June, 2024; Library July, 2024; LifeStar July, 2024; 
Police Department July, 2024  

Public Comment 

New Business 

2. Discussion and review of erosion control ordinance 

3. Discussion regarding the hours of City Hall 

Adjourn 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Run # Alarm Date & Time End Time Incident Location City/Rural Incident Incident Type Total # FF

24-105 6/1/2024 15:20 3:32 PM 1515 Park Avenue Columbus Alarm system activation, no fire - unintentional 1

24-106 6/2/2024 4:32 4:35 AM Highway 151 & MM 119 SB Columbus Accident, potential accident, other 12

24-107 6/2/2024 15:23 4:00 PM W681 Columbus Road Columbus Alarm system activation, no fire - unintentional 14

24-108 6/4/2024 13:24 1:45 PM 400 S. Dickason Boulevard Columbus Gas leak (natural gas or LPG) 1

24-109 6/5/2024 8:42 9:30 AM 208 Evergreen Drive Village of Marshall Building fire 4

24-110 6/5/2024 10:06 10:45 AM N2905 Highway II Columbus Motor vehicle accident with no injuries. 13

24-111 6/5/2024 20:20 9:30 PM 1266 N. Greenway Road Columbus Power line down 11

24-112 6/8/2024 8:14 10:00 AM Highway 16 & Johnson Rd Columbus Motor vehicle accident with injuries 8

24-113 6/8/2024 23:00 11:30 PM Highway 73 & County Rd D Columbus Accident, potential accident, other 17

24-114 6/9/2024 12:38 2:00 PM 731 McKay Way Waterloo Building fire 5

24-115 6/9/2024 17:21 6:30 PM Highway K & Loeffler Road Columbus Motor vehicle accident with injuries 12

24-116 6/10/2024 17:20 5:20 PM 751 Shonkoo Way De Forest Dispatched and cancelled en route 6

24-117 6/10/2024 23:10 12:05 AM 209 Sunset Circle Columbus Gas leak (natural gas or LPG) 11

24-118 6/11/2024 14:58 4:45 PM 400 S. Dickason Boulevard Columbus Gas leak (natural gas or LPG) 1

24-119 6/12/2024 12:08 12:30 PM Hibbard Street & Brevity Street Columbus Motor vehicle accident with injuries 2

24-120 6/13/2024 9:02 9:53 AM 325  Highview  Lane Columbus Assist police or other governmental agency 5

24-121 6/18/2024 13:44 1:59 PM 415 Parkview Drive Columbus Medical assist, assist EMS crew 8

24-122 6/19/2024 7:20 7:20 AM 1515 Park Avenue Columbus Alarm system activation, no fire - unintentional 1

24-123 6/19/2024 9:37 12:30 PM 550 River Road Columbus Water or steam leak 13

24-124 6/19/2024 10:17 10:54 AM 825 Western  Avenue Columbus Medical assist, assist EMS crew 5

24-125 6/20/2024 3:05 6:00 AM Highway 151 & MM 114 SB Columbus Motor vehicle accident with injuries 15

24-126 6/21/2024 19:21 8:30 PM 100 E. James Street Columbus Assist police or other governmental agency 10

24-127 6/22/2024 18:51 10:00 PM 123 W. Harrison Street Columbus Severe weather or natural disaster, other 15

24-128 6/23/2024 18:24 7:45 PM Highway 151 & 118 MM NB Entry Ramp Columbus Motor vehicle accident with no injuries. 17

24-129 6/24/2024 14:27 3:30 PM Highway V & Marshall Road Columbus Motor vehicle accident with no injuries. 9

24-135 6/24/2024 16:25 7:00 PM Udey Dam and Danville Dam Columbus Assist police or other governmental agency 4

24-136 6/24/2024 18:10 11:00 PM City of Columbus and East side of City Columbus Water evacuation 21

24-130 6/25/2024 17:48 6:00 PM N3679 Oxbow Road Columbus Medical assist, assist EMS crew 15

24-131 6/27/2024 16:10 5:00 PM 3796 Highway T Columbus Medical assist, assist EMS crew 12

24-132 6/27/2024 20:41 10:00 PM 103 Parkview Circle Columbus Building fire- within a structure- no structure involved 20

24-133 6/28/2024 21:04 10:00 PM W11765 Highway D Columbus Medical assist, assist EMS crew 13

24-134 6/30/2024 21:54 10:10 PM N4332  Old Highway 73 Columbus Authorized controlled burning 15

Total Calls for June 32

Year to Date Total 136

Columbus Fire Department Report- June 2024
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Last Year at This Time 119

Date Type of Training/Meeting Location of Training/Meeting Total # FF

3-Jun Search Training Columbus FD 13

4-Jun Hose Testing Enerpac/Columbus 15

4-Jun Apparatus Divison Meeting Columbus FD 3

5-Jun Beaver Dam Drill Beaver Dam 6

9-Jun Drone Training Sun Prairie 2

10-Jun Fire Officers Meeting Columbus FD 9

11-Jun Sexual Harassment Training Columbus FD 26

11-Jun Department Meeting Columbus FD 26

12-Jun Drivers Training Columbus 2

13-Jun Training Committee Meeting Columbus FD 8

25-Jun Officer I Training/Test MATC 1

25-Jun Hose Testing Enerpac/Columbus 22

Fire Chief Comments
We are considerably ahead of last year's record breaking pace.  We have had 
many bad calls this year, exposing many new members to the ugly side of this 
profession.  We have been talking to them, have had debriefings with county 

debriefing teams, our peer support people on our department are helping, and 
getting members the help they need confidentially with counselors.  Along with 

many new members, and being at full staff of 40 members, getting the members 
the training they need at technical schools, has not been a cheap venture, even 

though the class is covered by the technical school, there are charges for testing, 
we pay for their time in class, and if unable to take a department vehicle, they get 

reimbursed for mileage.  This also exposes that being at full strength, our PPE 
(personal protaective equipment) needs to be updated.  With much of the PPE set 
by NFPA to have 10 year life dates, we have many new members wearing expired 
PPE, and needing to replace that with coat & pants almost $3000/member alone, 
not including helmet, boots, gloves, and hoods.  Inspections we are holding our 
own, are a month to month and a half behind, but members are picking up the 
pace and catching up.  This is part of satisfying DSPS by doing our inspections, 

public educations and reports, and even though between the city & rural group, 
we receive are $35,000/year in 2% dues, training for inspectors, and cost of PPE 

uses much of this up, and rural group uses their 2% share to pay for training 
wages, so we have virtually no access to the rural 2% for equipment.  We are 
looking at grants to assist.  The culture at CFD is amazing, and appreciate the 

respect that we get.  Remember, CFD is Volunteer, not full time as many seem to 
think.  These people have full time jobs, and dedicate as much as they can to 

better themselves for the citizens they protect.  Columbus should be very proud of 
these people.
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Library News 

With the addition of Kristen Hart and Kristi Higgins to our staff, we are now at a full 12 employees.    
The Summer Library Program now has 550 participants and is keeping us busy everyday!   Kids are coming 
in to pick up vouchers to local businesses, spin the prize wheel, and get their raffle tickets for the bigger 
prizes.   We have had several adults get a “book bingo” and pick up their official Columbus Public Library 
water tumbler.    
On July 2 we welcomed Dinosaur Dimensions as part of the SLP and we had a great turnout!   We had on 
display for 3 weeks  “Great Lakes, Small Streams” from the Wisconsin Historical Society.    
 
City Administrator Matt Amundson, City Clerk Susan Caine,  Fire Chief Scott Hazeltine, and Police Chief  
Dennis Weiner all joined us for story times this summer.      

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming Special Events at the Library  
• July 17– The Remember Project– In the Garden play in coordination with the ADRC of Columbia County.    
• July 20– Antiques Roadshow Appraiser Mark Moran  sponsored by the Friends of Columbus Public Li-

brary 
• August 6– Library will be closing at 5:00 for National Night Out  
• August 15– Summer Wrap-Up party on the Library Lawn 
• August 17– Cooking Demo with Huma Siddiqui  
• August 29– Authors Jenny Kalvaitis and Kristen Whitson 
 

Buildings  
• We had some minor flooding in the basement due to an eaves trough not being installed correctly after 

the roofing project.   DPW fixed it and we haven’t had any trouble since.    

Meetings and Trainings 
• June 25 Amanda, Catherine, and Helen all attended a staff Strategic Planning Meeting for the City of Co-

lumbus.  
• July 18 is SCLS All Directors Meeting in Fitchburg  
• July 19 is Columbia County Board and Directors in Wisconsin Dells  
• June 27 and July 11– Amanda attended training for Civic Plus Agenda Manager, the new agenda soft-

ware the City of Columbus will be using for all monthly meetings  

July 16, 2024 
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 Program Statistics  
In-Person 

& Live Virtual 
(# programs) 

In-Person 
& Live Virtual 
(# attended) 

Self-Directed  
Activities 

Future Readers 9 282 5 

Children 6 128 132 

Teen 1 6 n/a 

Adult 7 53 n/a 

General Interest 1 18 n/a 

Library Statistics  
2024 

Month 
2024 
YTD 

2023 
YTD 

2023 
Total 

 

Visits 
(# door counts) 6,778 33,275 31,599 62,944 

 

Items Borrowed 
(total) 5,468 29,364 26,317 53,981 

     % Columbus residents 

 

51% 

 

52% 

     % Fall River residents 12% 13% 

     % Other Columbia County 20% 20% 

     % Dodge County 10% 10% 

     % Other 6% 5% 

 

Digital Items Borrowed 
(# checkouts) 1,371 7,606 6,713 13,620 

 

Books by Mail 
(# items sent) 10 113 185 351 

 

Public Wi-Fi 
(# sessions) 5,762 32,143 32,988 67,612 

 

Public Computer Use 
(# sessions) 274 1,551 1,359 2,929 

 

Wireless Printing & Faxing 
(# jobs) 84 479 503 1,013 

 

Community Use of Rooms 
(# attended) 115 569 500 1,033 

 

Patrons Added 
(# added) 67 216 169 365 
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TO: Columbus Area EMS District Board Members 

FROM: Cierra Schaalma  

DATE: August 6, 2024 

SUBJECT: July 2024 

 

Lifestar had 93 911 requests for July 2024 in the CAEMS area that were paged out via Columbia 

County Dispatch. 

 

There were no time response issues. 

 

Below is the monthly breakdown by municipality: 

· City of Columbus – 44 

· Village of Fall River – 21 

· Village of Lowell – 0 

· Village of Reeseville – 7 

· Town of Calamus – 1 

· Town of Columbus – 6 

· Town of Elba – 9 

· Town of Fountain Prairie – 1 

· Town of Hampden – 4 

· Town of Otsego –0 

· Town of Portland – 0 

· Town of York – 0 

 

· Intercepts – 0 

· Mutual Aid Given – 0 

· Mutual Aid Rec’d – 3 (Rio was called and then cancelled and call taken by Lifestar) 
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 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total 

Calamus 0 0 1 0 1 3 1      6 
Columbus, City 45 42 54 41 36 57 44      319 

Columbus, Town 6 5 2 3 4 4 6      30 
Elba 7 7 4 2 3 3 9      35 

Fall River 14 6 15 15 11 17 21      102 
Fountain Prairie 2 0 3 0 2 4 1      12 

Hampden 1 0 0 2 1 2 4      10 

Lowell 5 4 1 0 0 1 0      11 
Otsego 0 0 0 1 0 0 0      1 

Portland 0 0 2 2 1 0 0      5 
Reeseville 7 5 5 5 4 4 7      37 

York 0 0 3 2 1 3 0      9 

Totals 87 69 90 73 64 98 93      574 

              
Auto ALS 0 0 3 2 0 0 0      5 
Intercepts 1 1 0 0 1 1 0      4 

Mutual Aid Given 1 0 0 0 1 1 0      3 
Mutual Aid Rec’d 1 2 1 2 2 2 0      10 

              
Monthly Total 90 72 94 77 68 102 93      596 
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COLUMBUS POLICE DEPARTMENT 159 S. Ludington St. 

Columbus, WI. 53925 

920-623-5919 (Main) 
920-623-5930 (Fax) 

Dennis R. Weiner, Chief of Police www.cityofcolumbuswi.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        August 14, 2024  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mayor Hammer 

Members of the Common Council 

Columbus Police and Fire Commission: 
 

 
RE: POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT, JULY 2024 

 
 
 

Attached is the monthly report for the Columbus Police Department. 

Please feel free to contact me at any time if you have questions. 

 

 
Chief Dennis Weiner 

8

Item #1.

http://www.cityofcolumbuswi.com/


COLUMBUS POLICE DEPARTMENT 159 S. Ludington St. 

Columbus, WI. 53925 

920-623-5919 (Main) 
920-623-5930 (Fax) 

Dennis R. Weiner, Chief of Police www.cityofcolumbuswi.com 

 

 

PERSONNEL 

The department is not fully staffed. Current staffing as of August 14, 2024: 

 
Authorized by Budget 

 

 Sworn Officers 

Actual 

Full-time sworn police positions:    10  9 

Patrol Officer Full time 6 
  

6 

 

Sergeant 1 1 

Lieutenant 2 2 

Chief 1 
 

 Clerical 

1 

Office Manager (full-time) 1 1 

Clerk (full-time) 1 
 
Current Staff: 

1 

 

 

 

 

  

  
 
 
 

Name Date of Hire 

Chief Dennis Weiner 02/18/2008 

Lieutenant Roger Witthun 12/17/2001 

Lieutenant Darrel Ward 09/19/2022   

Sergeant Mike Rosecky 12/30/2022  

Officer Julia Knoll   01/03/2022    

Officer Matt Dammen 01/03/2023 

Officer Spencer Trevorrow 07/31/2023 

Officer Colton Hayes 07/30/2024 

Officer Cole Vance 08/05/2024 

Officer vacant  

Officer James Kicmol (part time) 09/25/2023 

Officer Joseph Lowe (part time) 02/07/2024 

Office Manager Erika Kellar 02/04/1999 

Public Safety Bonnie Langsdorf  (LTE) 08/12/2024   
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COLUMBUS POLICE DEPARTMENT 159 S. Ludington St. 

Columbus, WI. 53925 

920-623-5919 (Main) 
920-623-5930 (Fax) 

Dennis R. Weiner, Chief of Police www.cityofcolumbuswi.com 

 

 

 
PERSONNEL: 
Officer Colton Hayes and Officer Cole Vance were sworn in on July 30, 2024 by City Clerk Susan Caine. Officer Hayes had 1 ½ 
years full time experience with the Poynette Police Department and immediately began his local training. Officer Vance is a 
former Marine and has no prior law enforcement experience. He started August 5, with a week of orientation before starting 
the police academy at Madison College on August 12. He will graduate on December 13 and return for a few months of his 
local training. Both have Associate’s Degrees in Police Science/Criminal Justice.  
 
Public Safety Clerk Amanda Kulow resigned effective August 9, 2024.  Bonnie Langsdorf, who retired from that position in 
January 2024 returned August 12 to help until a permanent replacement is found.  
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS: 
On July 10, Fire Chief Hazeltine and I read books and showed equipment to children at the library as part of their summer 
reading programs.  
 
I attended a 4th of July Committee meeting at the end of the month as a wrap up to this year’s 4th of July celebration.  
 

 TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT/CITATIONS: 
During the month of June officers issued  76 traffic citations,  42 ordinance citations and 146 warnings.  
 

NOTABLE INCIDENTS: 
The homicide that happened in the early morning hours of July 4 dominated our work over the 4th of July forward.  We were 
able to identify and get the suspect into custody within 12 hours of the shooting, in the City of Madison. He was moments 
away from leaving for Texas. The efforts of my staff, all the other agencies involved, as well as several videos and calls with 
information from the public all helped bring this case to the successful resolution. This was a team effort, which includes the 
public and business community. While an arrest has been made, various facets of the investigation continue.  
 
While the homicide investigation was occurring, we had the 4th of July parade to address. That is an event each year is 
mandatory for all sworn staff to work. With officers keeping the crime scene secure while the State Crime Lab processed the 
scene, officers doing door knocks for information and/or video footage, including those piecing the information together, 
and being down 3 positions, I had few officers I could dedicate to the parade, opposed to our usual full staff. We were 
fortunate on several fronts. Chief Spurbeck from Fall River PD and 2 of his officers offered and came to assist. Our area DNR 
Warden Pete McCormick contacted us on his own that morning to see if we needed any assistance and we took him up on 
his offer. Mayor Hammer also asked me what he could do. In addition to himself, he was able to get several DPW and Utilities 
employees to come in on the 4th on short notice to staff intersections along the parade route to make this a safe and more 
secure event. The 4th of July committee also put together additional people to help with the parade and getting word out 
about he detour. Another successful group and community effort.  
 
During the 4th related festivities this year things went very well at the park. There were no major incidents. Working with the 
4th committee prior to the events starting, during the homicide, and after, was seamless. They are a very dedicated group of 
volunteers, who put on a great event year after year.  
 
We had 6 domestic abuse related incidents during the month of July, which is abnormal.  
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COLUMBUS POLICE DEPARTMENT 159 S. Ludington St. 

Columbus, WI. 53925 

920-623-5919 (Main) 
920-623-5930 (Fax) 

Dennis R. Weiner, Chief of Police www.cityofcolumbuswi.com 

 

 

Someone who lives in another community came to their bank in Columbus and withdrew $32,600 cash as a result of a phone 
call she received that was a scam. She retuned home with the money and the scammer went to her house and picked it up.  
That matter was referred to the agency where she lives for additional investigation.  
 
A resident reported she had lost her phone and someone must have found it and removed money from her CashAppc 
account. It was determined her phone was lost in another community and she was referred there.  
 
Officers responded to a call reporting a battery between 2 intoxicated males. On arrival, one party was injured and 
transported via EMS to the hospital with non-life-threatening injuries. An arrest was made and the suspect was taken to jail.  
 
Officers were dispatched to a downtown bar. It was reported that the bartender was battered by a patron who was asked to 
leave. Additional investigation revealed after being asked to leave, the male subject pushed the female bartender down to 
the ground, and struck and kicked her. Other patrons removed him from the bar. The suspect had fled prior to the officer’s 
arrival. He was located the following day in Fall River, arrested and jailed.  
 
Officers conducting walk thru licensing compliance checks of a bar downtown located and identified an underage person 
present in the place of sale. A citation was issued.  
 
We have begun an initiative around the city to improve the aesthetics of the neighborhoods, enforcing violations of junk, 
clutter, and specifically abandoned/inoperable vehicles on private property ordinance violations. In 1 case there were 3 
vehicles in violation at the same property. We always give parties time to resolve the issue, and in some cases, additional 
time on top of that before issuance of a citation. This month numerous citations were issued and our efforts have met 
resistance and reluctance to comply. The efforts will continue.  
 

CALLS FOR SERVICE: 
                   

     Columbus Police Department                         

   Nature of Call                     Total Calls Received            

   -----------------------------      --------------------          

   911 HANG UP                                  26                     

   ACCIDENT HIT AND RUN                         10                     

   ACCIDENT-NON-REPORTABLE                       3                     

   ACCIDENT PROPERTY DAMAGE ONLY                 4                    

   ACCIDENT WITH PERSONAL INJURY                 3                     

   ASSIST ANOTHER AGENCY                         6                     

   BURGLAR ALARM                                 1                     

   FIRE ALARM                                    3                     

   ANIMAL COMPLAINTS                             2                     

   ANIMAL BITE                                   2                     

   ATTEMPTED HOMICIDE                            1                     

   BATTERY                                       2                     

   BURGLARY                                      1                     

   DETOX                                         1                     

   CHILD ABUSE                                   1                     

   CHILD NEGLECT                                 1                     

   CHILD SEXUAL ASSAULT                          2                     

   CITIZEN ASSIST                                9                     

   CIVIL                                         4  

   COMPLIANCE CHECKS                             4                     

   CONTROLLED                                    6                     
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COLUMBUS POLICE DEPARTMENT 159 S. Ludington St. 

Columbus, WI. 53925 

920-623-5919 (Main) 
920-623-5930 (Fax) 

Dennis R. Weiner, Chief of Police www.cityofcolumbuswi.com 

 

 

   CIVIL PROCESS                                 2                     

   CRIMINAL DAMAGE TO PROPERTY                   2                     

   DISORDERLY CONDUCT                            8                     

   DEATH INVESTIGATION                           2                     

   DISABLED VEHICLE                              6                     

   DOMESTIC ABUSE                                6                     

   DPW                                           3                     

   DRIVING COMPLAINT                            17                     

   EMS CALL                                     11                     

   ERT CALL                                      1                     

   ESCORT                                        1                     

   EXTRA PATROL                                  1                     

   VEHICLE FIRE                                  1                     

   FIREWORKS                                     4                     

   FLEET MAINTENANCE                             3 

   FOOT PATROL                                   1                     

   FRAUD                                         2                     

   GAS DRIVE-OFF                                 1                     

   HARASSMENT                                    1                     

   ROAD HAZARD                                   8                     

   HOMICIDE                                      1                     

   HOUSE WATCH                                   1                     

   JUVENILE INCIDENT                             2                     

   KEEP THE PEACE                                1                     

   CALL IN LOBBY                                 2                     

   LOST AND FOUND                                3                     

   NOISE COMPLAINT                               1                     

   OUT WITH PERSON                               5                     

   OPEN DOOR                                     2                     

   ORDINANCE VIOLATION                           7                     

   OWI                                           7                     

   PARKING ENFORCMENT                           12                     

   PARKING VIOLATION                            12                     

   PROPERTY DAMAGE                               2                     

   SECURITY                                    228                    

   SEX OFFENSE                                   2                    

   SPECIAL EVENT                                 2                     

   SUSPICIOUS                                   14                     

   THEFT                                         5                     

   TIPS/LEADS                                    1                     

   TRAFFIC CONTROL                               2                     

   TRAFFIC STOP                                185                    

   TRANSPORT                                     1                     

   TRESPASS                                      1                     

   UNWANTED PERSON                               3                     

   VEH LOCKOUT                                   1                     

   WARRANT                                       1                     

   WEAPONS VIOLATION                             1                     

   WEATHER                                       3                     

   WELFARE                                      15                     

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

                       Total Calls:            694 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Committee of the Whole 

Meeting Date: August 20, 2024 

 

Item Title: Discussion and review of erosion control ordinance 

Submitted By: Jason Lietha, City Engineer 

Paul Johnson, City Attorney 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

The proposed ordinance repeals the part of chapter 90 that specifically deals with erosion control. The 
ordinance also repeals the specific section of chapter 114 that deals with erosion control.  If there is a 
conflict between the new chapter 47 and a provision in the existing code, the stricter rule will apply as 
determined by the City Engineer.  

The proposed ordinance repeals part of the zoning code and as a result we will need to have a public 
hearing with class 2 notice and plan commission review and recommendation before the Council can 
approve this new ordinance. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Ordinance Revised; Chapter 47 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Discuss proposed ordinance and provide feedback, consider forwarding to Plan Commission for public 
hearing 
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CITY OF COLUMBUS 

 

ORDINANCE _________-___ 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL CERTAIN SECTIONS OF CHAPTERS 90 AND 114, 

AND TO CREATE CHAPTER 47 OF THE CITY CODE CONCERNING 

CONSTRUCTION SITE EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL 

 

The Common Council of the City of Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin does hereby 

ordain as follows: 

 

1. Section 90-295, Erosion and Sedimentation Control, is hereby repealed. 

 

2. Sections 114-145 through 114-155 concerning erosion control are hereby repealed. 

 

3. Chapter 47, Construction Site Erosion and Sediment Control, as set forth on the attached 

Exhibit A, is hereby created and made part of the City Code of Ordinances. 

 

4. If any provisions of Chapter 90, Chapter 114, or any other provision of the City Code 

conflict with the provisions set forth in Chapter 47 of the City Code, the stricter provisions, 

as determined by the City Engineer, shall be applicable and enforced.     

 

5. Severability. If any portion of this Ordinance or its application on any person or 

circumstances is held invalid, the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or any other 

provision herein or its application shall not be affected.  

 

6. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage and posting 

as required by law. 

 

 

Adopted this ___ day of _____________, 2024. 

 

 

CITY OF COLUMBUS 

 

 

By: __________________________  By: __________________________  

Joseph Hammer, Mayor    Susan Caine, Clerk 
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CHAPTER 47 - CONSTRUCTION SITE EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL  

 

 

Sec. 47-1. - Authority. 

 

(a) This chapter is adopted under the authority granted by §62.234, Wis. Stats. This chapter 

supersedes all provisions of any ordinance previously enacted under §62.23, Wis. 

Stats., that relate to construction site erosion control. Except as otherwise specified in 

§62.234, Wis. Stats., §62.23, Wis. Stats., applies to this chapter and to any amendments 

to this chapter. 

(b) The provisions of this chapter are deemed not to limit any other lawful regulatory 

powers of  the same governing body. 

(c) The Common Council hereby designates the Administering Authority to administer and 

enforce the provisions of this chapter. 

(d) The requirements of this chapter do not pre-empt more stringent erosion and sediment 

control requirements that may be imposed by any of the following: 

(1) Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources administrative rules, permits or 

approvals, including those authorized under §§281.16 and 283.33, Wis. 

Stats. 

(2) Targeted non-agricultural performance standards promulgated in rules by the 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources under § NR 151.004, Wis. Adm. 

Code. 

(3) Dodge County – Chapter 7-Subdivision Design and Improvements for lands 

of the City located within Dodge County. 

(4) Columbia County – Soil Erosion Control  Standards for lands of the city 

located within Columbia County. 

 

Sec. 47-2. - Findings of Fact. 

 
The Common Council acknowledges that runoff from land disturbing construction activity 

carries a significant amount of sediment and other pollutants to the waters of the State in the 

City of Columbus. 

 

Sec. 47-3. - Purpose. 

 

(a) It is the purpose of this chapter to maintain safe and healthful conditions; prevent and 

control water pollution; prevent and control soil erosion and sediment discharge; 

protect spawning grounds, fish and aquatic life; control building sites, placement of 

structures and land uses; preserve ground cover and scenic beauty; and promote sound 

economic growth by minimizing the amount of sediment and other pollutants carried 

by runoff or discharged from land disturbing construction activity to waters of the State 

in the City of Columbus. 
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(b) Use of this chapter will foster consistent, statewide application of the construction site 

performance standards for any land disturbing activities related to new development, 

infill development and redevelopment contained in subchapters III and IV of ch. NR 

151, Wis. Adm. Code.  

 

Sec. 47-4. - Applicability and Jurisdiction.   

 

(a) Applicability. 

(1) Except as provided under par. (2), this chapter applies to any construction site 

as defined under Sec. 5(f). 

(2) This chapter does not apply to the following: 

a. Transportation facilities, except transportation facility construction 

projects that are part of a larger common plan of development such as 

local roads within a residential or industrial/commercial development. 

b. A construction project that is exempted by federal statutes or regulations 

from the requirement to have a national pollutant discharge elimination 

system permit issued under chapter 40, Code of Federal Regulations, part 

122, for land disturbing construction activity. 

c. Nonpoint discharges from agricultural facilities and practices. 

d. Nonpoint discharges from silviculture activities. 

e. Routine maintenance for project sites that have less than 10,000 SF of 

land disturbance if performed to maintain the original line and grade, 

hydraulic capacity or original purpose of the facility.  Routine 

maintenance does not include subgrade alterations or installation of 

utilities.  

f. Paving of a gravel surface or mill and overlay of a paved area with no 

alterations to the subgrade. 

g. Disturbance under 1,000 SF.  

(3) Notwithstanding the applicability requirements in par. (1) and the exemptions 

set forth in par. (2), this chapter applies to construction sites of any size that, as 

determined by the Administering Authority, are likely to result in runoff that 

exceeds the safe capacity of the existing drainage facilities or receiving body of 

water, that causes undue channel erosion, or that increases water pollution by 

scouring or transporting of particulates. 

(b) Jurisdiction.  This chapter applies to land disturbing construction activity on lands 

within the boundaries of the City of Columbus. 

 

Sec. 47-5. - Definitions. 

 
(a) “Administering Authority” means a governmental employee, or a professional 

consultant, that is designated by the Common Council of the City of Columbus to 

administer the provisions of this chapter. 

(b) “Agricultural facilities and practices” has the meaning in §281.16(1), Wis. Stats. 

(c) “Best management practice” or “BMP” means structural or non-structural measures, 

practices, techniques or devices employed to avoid or minimize soil, sediment or 
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pollutants carried in runoff to waters of the State. 

(d) “Business day” means a day the office of the City of Columbus is routinely and 

customarily open for business. 

(e) “Cease and desist order” means a court-issued order to halt land disturbing construction 

activity that is being conducted without the required permit or in violation of a permit 

issued by the City of Columbus. 

(f) “Construction site” means an area upon which one or more land disturbing construction 

activities occur, including areas that are part of a larger common plan of development 

or sale where multiple separate and distinct land disturbing construction activities may 

be taking place at different times on different schedules but under one plan. A 

construction site includes all residential lot construction activities.   

(g) “Design Storm” means a hypothetical discrete rainstorm characterized by a specific 

duration, temporal distribution, rainfall intensity, return frequency and total depth of 

rainfall. 

(h) “Division of land” means the creation of two or more parcels or building sites from one 

parcel where such creation occurs at one time. 

(i) “Erosion” means the process by which the land’s surface is worn away by the action of 

wind, water, ice or gravity. 

(j) “Erosion and sediment control plan” means a comprehensive plan developed to address 

pollution caused by erosion and sedimentation of soil particles or rock fragments during 

construction. 

(k) “Final stabilization” means that all land disturbing construction activities at the 

construction site have been completed and that a uniform perennial vegetative cover 

has been established with a density of at least 70 percent of the cover for the unpaved 

areas and areas not covered by permanent structures or that employ equivalent 

permanent stabilization measures. 

(l) “Governing body” means the Common Council of the City of Columbus. 

(m) “Land disturbing construction activity” means any man-made alteration of the land 

surface resulting in a change in the topography or existing vegetative or non-vegetative 

soil cover, that may result in runoff and lead to an increase in soil erosion and 

movement of sediment into waters of the State. Land disturbing construction activity 

includes, but is not limited to, clearing and grubbing, demolition, excavating, pit trench 

dewatering, filling, and grading activities. 

(n) “Land owner” means any person holding fee title, an easement or other interest in land, 

which allows the person to undertake cropping, livestock management, land disturbing 

construction activity or maintenance of storm water BMPs on the property. 

(o) “Performance standard” means a narrative or measurable number specifying the 

minimum acceptable outcome for a facility or practice. 

(p) “Permit” means a written authorization made by the administering authority to the 

applicant to conduct land disturbing construction activity or to discharge post-

construction runoff to waters of the State. 

(q) “Pollutant” has the meaning given in §283.01(13), Wis. Stats. 

(r) “Pollution” has the meaning given in §281.01(10), Wis. Stats. 

(s) “Responsible party” means the land owner and any other entity performing services to 

meet the requirements of this chapter through a contract or other agreement. 
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(t) “Runoff” means storm water or precipitation including rain, snow or ice melt or similar 

water that moves on the land surface via sheet or channelized flow. 

(u) “Sediment” means settleable solid material that is transported by runoff, suspended 

within runoff, or deposited by runoff away from its original location. 

(v) “Silviculture activity” means activities including tree nursery operations, tree 

harvesting operations, reforestation, tree thinning, prescribed burning, and pest and fire 

control. Clearing and grubbing of an area of a construction site is not a silviculture 

activity. 

(w) “Site” means the entire area included in the legal description of the land on which the 

land disturbing construction activity is proposed in the permit application. 

(x) “Stop work order” means an order issued by the administering authority which requires 

that all construction activity on the site be stopped. 

(y) “Technical standard” means a document that specifies design, predicted performance 

and operation and maintenance specifications for a material, device, or method. 

(z) “Transportation facility” means a highway, a railroad, a public mass transit facility, a 

public-use airport, a public trail, or any other public work for transportation purposes 

such as harbor improvements under §85.095(1)(b), Wis. Stats. “Transportation facility” 

does not include building sites for the construction of public buildings and buildings 

that are places of employment that are regulated by the Department pursuant to 

§281.33, Wis. Stats. 

(aa) “Waters of the State” includes all lakes, bays, rivers, streams, springs, ponds, wells, 

impounding reservoirs, marshes, watercourses, drainage systems and other surface 

water or groundwater, natural or artificial, public, or private, within this state or its 

jurisdiction. 

 

Sec. 47-6. - Technical Standards. 

 

All BMPs required for compliance with this chapter shall meet design criteria, standards 

and specifications based on any of the following: 

 

(a) Design guidance and technical standards identified or developed by the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources under subchapter V of chapter NR 151, Wis. Adm. 

Code. 

(b) Soil loss prediction tools (such as the Universal Soil Loss Equation (USLE) when 

using an appropriate rainfall or runoff factor (also referred to as the R factor) or an 

appropriate design storm and precipitation distribution, and when considering the 

geographic location of the site and the period of disturbance. 

(c) Technical standards and methods approved by the administering authority. 

 

Sec. 47-7. - Performance Standards for Construction Sites Under 10,000 Sq. Ft.  

 

(a) Responsible Party. The responsible party shall comply with this section. 

(b) Erosion and Sediment Control Practices. Erosion and sediment control practices at 

each site where land disturbing construction activity is to occur shall be used to prevent 

or  reduce all of the following: 
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(1) The deposition of soil from being tracked onto streets by vehicles or equipment. 

(2) The discharge of sediment from disturbed areas into public or private storm 

water inlets or culverts that are located on-site or off-site. 

(3) The discharge of sediment from disturbed areas into adjacent waters of the State. 

(4) The discharge of sediment from drainage ways that flow off the site. 

(5) The discharge of sediment by any dewatering activities. 

(6) The discharge of sediment eroding from soil stockpiles existing for more than 7 

days. 

(7) The transport by runoff into waters of the State of chemicals, cement, and other 

building compounds and materials on the construction site during the 

construction period.  However, projects that require the placement of these 

materials in waters of the State, such as constructing bridge footings or BMP 

installations, are not prohibited by this chapter. 

(c) Location. The BMPs shall be located so that treatment occurs before runoff leaves the 

construction site or enters waters of the State. 

(d) Implementation. The BMPs used to comply with this section shall be implemented as 

follows: 

(1) Erosion and sediment control practices shall be constructed and correctly 

installed per manufacture recommendation or approved plans before land 

disturbing construction activities begin. 

(2) Erosion and sediment control practices shall be maintained until final 

stabilization. 

(3) Final stabilization activity shall commence when land disturbing activities cease 

and final grade has been reached on any portion of the site. 

(4) Temporary stabilization activity shall commence when land disturbing activities 

have temporarily ceased and will not resume for a period exceeding 14 calendar 

days. 

(5) BMPs that are no longer necessary for erosion and sediment control shall be 

removed by the responsible party. 

 

Sec. 47-8. - Performance Standards for Construction Sites of 10,000 Sq. Ft. or More.   

 

(a) Responsible Party.  The responsible party shall comply with this section and 

implement the erosion and sediment control plan developed in accordance with Sec. 

47-10. 

(b) Erosion and Sediment Control Plan.  A written site-specific erosion and sediment 

control plan shall be developed in accordance with Sec. 47-10 of this chapter and 

implemented for each construction site.  The site plan requirements, in addition to Sec. 

47-8(c) shall include features required for reference outlined in section 78-15(d).  

(c) Erosion and Other Pollutant Control Requirements.  The erosion and sediment 

control plan required under sub. (b) shall include the following: 

(1) Erosion and Sediment Control Practices.  Erosion and sediment control 

practices at each site where land disturbing construction activity is to occur shall 

be used to prevent or reduce all of the following: 

a. The deposition of soil from being tracked onto streets by vehicles or 
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equipment. 

b. The discharge of sediment from disturbed areas into public or private 

storm water inlets or culverts that are located on-site or off-site. 

c. The discharge of sediment from disturbed areas into adjacent waters of 

the State. 

d. The discharge of sediment from drainage ways that flow off the site. 

e. The discharge of sediment by any dewatering activities. 

f. The discharge of sediment eroding from soil stockpiles existing for more 

than 7 days. 

g. The discharge of sediment from erosive flows at outlets and in 

downstream channels. 

h. The transport by runoff into waters of the State of chemicals, cement, 

and other building compounds and materials on the construction site 

during the construction period. However, projects that require the 

placement of these materials in waters of the State, such as constructing 

bridge footings or BMP installations, are not prohibited by this chapter. 

i. The transport by runoff into waters of the State of untreated wash water 

from vehicle and wheel washing. 

(2) Sediment Performance Standards.  In addition to the erosion and sediment 

control practices under par. (1), the following erosion and sediment control 

practices shall be employed: 

a. BMPs that, by design, discharge no more than 5 tons per acre from the 

start of construction to final stabilization or for projects that exceed 12 

months, shall not exceed 5 tons per acre in any 12-month period of the 

sediment load carried in runoff from initial grading to final stabilization. 

b. No person shall be required to employ more BMPs than are needed to 

meet a performance standard. Erosion and sediment control BMPs may 

be combined to meet the requirements of this paragraph. 

(3) Preventive Measures.  The erosion and sediment control plan shall incorporate 

all of the following: 

a. Maintenance of existing vegetation, especially adjacent to surface waters 

whenever possible. 

b. Minimization of soil compaction and preservation of topsoil. 

c. Minimization of land disturbing construction activity on slopes of 20 

percent or more. 

d. Development of spill prevention and response procedures. 

(4) Location.  The BMPs used to comply with this section shall be located so that 

treatment occurs before runoff leaves the site or enters waters of the State. 

(d) Implementation. The BMPs used to comply with this section shall be implemented as 

follows: 

(1) Erosion and sediment control practices shall be constructed and correctly 

installed per manufacture recommendation or approved plans before land 

disturbing construction activities begin in accordance with the erosion and 

sediment control plan developed in Sec. 47-8(b). 

(2) Erosion and sediment control practices shall be maintained until final 
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stabilization. 

(3) Final stabilization activity shall commence when land disturbing activities 

cease, and final grade has been reached on any portion of the site. 

(4) Temporary stabilization activity shall commence when land disturbing activities 

have temporarily ceased and will not resume for a period exceeding 14 calendar 

days. 

(5) BMPs that are no longer necessary for erosion and sediment control shall be 

removed by the responsible party. 

 

Sec. 47-9. - Permitting Requirements, Procedures and Fees.   

 

(a) Permit Required. No responsible party may commence a land disturbing construction 

activity subject to this chapter without receiving prior approval of an erosion and 

sediment control plan for the site and a permit from the administering authority 

(b) Permit Application and Fees.  The responsible party that will undertake a land 

disturbing construction activity subject to this chapter shall apply for a permit and shall 

submit an erosion and sediment control plan that meets the requirements of Sec. 47-10 

and shall pay an application fee to the administering authority in the amount specified 

as calculated by the permit as described in Sec. 47-11. By applying, the applicant is 

authorizing the administering authority to enter the site to obtain information required 

for the review of the erosion and sediment control plan to determine approval or 

rejection of the permit. 

(c) Permit Application Review and Approval.  The administering authority shall review 

any permit application that is submitted with an erosion and sediment control plan, and 

the required fee. The following approval procedure shall be used: 

(1) Within ten business days of the receipt of a complete permit application, as 

required by sub. (b), the administering authority shall inform the applicant 

whether the application and erosion and sediment control plan are approved or 

rejected based on the requirements of this chapter. 

(2) If the permit application and erosion and sediment control plan are approved, 

the administering authority shall issue the permit. 

(3) If the permit application or erosion and sediment control plan is rejected, the 

administering authority shall state in writing the reasons for rejection. 

(4) The administering authority may request additional information from the 

applicant. If additional information is submitted, the administering authority 

shall have five business days from the date the additional information is received 

to inform the applicant that the erosion and sediment control plan is either 

approved or rejected. 

(5) Failure by the administering authority to inform the permit applicant of a 

decision within fifteen business days of a required submittal shall be deemed to 

mean approval of the submittal and the applicant may proceed as if a permit had 

been issued. 

(d) Surety Bond.  As a condition of approval and issuance of the permit, the administering 

authority may require the applicant to deposit a surety bond or irrevocable letter of 

credit to guarantee a good faith execution of the approved erosion and sediment control 
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plan and any permit conditions. 

(e) Permit Requirements.  All permits shall require the responsible party to: 

(1) Notify the administering authority within 48 hours of commencing any land 

disturbing construction activity. 

(2) Notify the administering authority of completion of any BMPs within 14 days 

after their installation. 

(3) Obtain permission in writing from the administering authority prior to any 

modification pursuant to Sec. 47-10(c) of the erosion and sediment control plan. 

(4) Install all BMPs correctly and at the size and locations as identified in the 

approved erosion and sediment control plan. 

(5) Maintain all road drainage systems, storm water drainage systems, BMPs and 

other facilities identified in the erosion and sediment control plan. 

(6) Repair any siltation or erosion damage to adjoining surfaces and drainage ways 

resulting from land disturbing construction activities and document repairs in a 

site inspection log. 

(7) Any approved and installed BMP that may impact the site or adjacent site 

negatively shall be reported to the administering authority for review of specific 

issue and consideration of plan modifications.   

(8) Inspect the BMPs within 24 hours after each rain of 0.5 inches or more which 

results in runoff during active construction periods, and at least once each week. 

Make needed repairs and install additional BMPs as necessary and document 

these activities in an inspection log that also includes the date of inspection, the 

name of the person conducting the inspection, and a description of the present 

phase of the construction at the site. 

(9) Allow the administering authority to enter the site for the purpose of inspecting 

compliance with the erosion and sediment control plan or for performing any 

work necessary to bring the site into compliance with the erosion and sediment 

control plan. Keep a copy of the erosion and sediment control plan at the 

construction site. 

(10) Removal all erosion control measures within 45 days after site has been 

stabilized.  

(f) Permit Conditions.  Permits issued under this section may include conditions 

established by administering authority in addition to the requirements set forth in sub. 

(5), where needed to assure compliance with the performance standards in Sec. 47-7 or 

Sec. 47-8. 

(g) Permit Duration.  Construction must begin within 45 calendar days of permit issuance. 

Delay in starting will require a new permit application to be completed and a review 

period.   Permits issued under this section shall be valid for a period of 180 days from 

date of permit issuance, or the length of the building permit or other construction 

authorizations, whichever is longer, from the date of issuance. The administering 

authority may grant one or more extensions not to exceed 180 days cumulatively. The 

administering authority may require additional BMPs as a condition of an extension if 

they are necessary to meet the requirements of this chapter.  Extension requests may 

result in the administering authority requiring a revised or updated plan prior to 

extension issuance.   
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(h) Maintenance.  The responsible party throughout the duration of the construction 

activities shall maintain all BMPs installed correctly and at the size and locations 

necessary to meet the requirements of this chapter until the site has undergone final 

stabilization. 

 

Sec. 47-10. - Erosion and Sediment Control Plan, Statement and Amendments.    

 
(a) Erosion and Sediment Control Plan Statement.  For each construction site identified 

under Sec. 47-4(a)(3), an erosion and sediment control plan statement shall be prepared. 

This statement shall be submitted to the administering authority. The erosion and 

sediment control plan statement shall briefly describe the site size, if partial or entire 

site, site topography, site drainage systems, proximity to waterways, the development 

schedule, and the BMPs that will be used to meet the requirements of the chapter. A 

site map shall also accompany the erosion and sediment control plan statement. 

(b) Erosion and Sediment Control Plan Requirements.   

(1) An erosion and sediment control plan shall be prepared and submitted to the 

administering authority. 

(2) The erosion and sediment control plan shall be designed to meet the 

performance standards in Sec. 47-7, Sec. 47-8 and other requirements of this 

chapter. 

(3) The erosion and sediment control plan shall address pollution caused by soil 

erosion and sedimentation during construction and up to final stabilization of 

the site. The erosion and sediment control plan shall include, at a minimum, the 

following items: 

a. Name(s) and address(es) of the land owner or developer of the site, and 

of any consulting firm retained by the applicant, together with the name 

of the applicant’s principal contact at such firm. The permit application 

along with the site plans shall also include start and end dates for 

construction. 

1. Start and end dates shall be used for USLE calculations for 

sediment loss.  

2. Start and end dates if changed before actual work begins or work 

is delayed will be required to be updated at the request of the 

administering authority. 

i. Change of dates will require revisions to the USLE 

calculations to verify the site plan still meets requirements 

for soil loss.   

b. Description of the construction site and the nature of the land disturbing 

construction activity, including representation of the limits of land 

disturbance on a county or City of Columbus tax parcel map showing 

current parcel boundaries, aerial image and topographic information. . 

c. Description of the intended sequence of major land disturbing 

construction activities for major portions of the construction site, 

including stripping and clearing; rough grading; construction of utilities, 

infrastructure, and buildings; and final grading and landscaping. 
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Sequencing shall identify the expected date on which clearing will begin, 

the estimated duration of exposure of cleared areas, project phasing, 

areas of clearing, installation of temporary erosion and sediment control 

measures, and establishment of permanent vegetation. 

d. Estimates of the total area of the construction site and the total area of 

the construction site that is expected to be disturbed by land disturbing 

construction activities. 

e. Calculations to show the compliance with the performance standard in 

Sec. 47-8(c)(2)a. 

f. Existing data describing the surface soil as well as subsoils. 

g. Depth to groundwater, as indicated by Natural Resources Conservation 

Service soil information where available or project geotechnical borings. 

h. Name of the immediate named receiving waters for site runoff.  

(4) The erosion and sediment control plan shall include a site map. The site map 

shall include the following items and shall be at a scale not greater than 100 feet 

per inch and at a contour interval not to exceed one foot. 

a. Existing topography, vegetative cover, natural and engineered drainage 

systems, roads and surface waters. Lakes, streams, wetlands, channels, 

ditches, and other watercourses on and immediately adjacent to the site 

shall be shown. Any identified 100-year flood plains, flood fringes and 

floodways shall also be shown. 

b. Existing drainage patterns shall be shown with drainage arrows. 

c. Boundaries of the construction site. 

d. Proposed drainage patterns and approximate slopes anticipated after 

major grading activities. 

e. Areas of soil disturbance. 

f. Location of major structural and non-structural controls identified in the 

erosion and sediment control plan. 

g. Location of areas where stabilization BMPs will be employed. 

h. Areas which will be vegetated following land disturbing construction 

activities. 

i. Area(s) and location(s) of wetland on the construction site, and locations 

where storm water is discharged to a surface water or wetland within 

one-quarter mile downstream of the construction site. 

j. Areas(s) used for infiltration of post-construction storm water runoff. 

(5) Each erosion and sediment control plan shall include a description of 

appropriate control BMPs that will be installed and maintained at the 

construction site to prevent pollutants from reaching waters of the State. The 

erosion and sediment control plan shall clearly describe the appropriate erosion 

and sediment control BMPs for each major land disturbing construction activity 

and the timing during the period of land disturbing construction activity that the 

erosion and sediment control BMPs will be implemented. The description of 

erosion and sediment control BMPs shall include, when appropriate, the 

following minimum requirements: 

a. Description of interim and permanent stabilization practices, including a 
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BMP implementation schedule. The erosion and sediment control plan 

shall ensure that existing vegetation is preserved where attainable and 

that disturbed portions of the site are stabilized. 

b. Description of structural practices to divert flow away from exposed 

soils, store flows or otherwise limit runoff and the discharge of pollutants 

from the site.  

c. Management of overland flow at all areas of the construction site, unless 

otherwise controlled by outfall controls. 

d. Trapping of sediment in channelized flow. 

e. Staging land disturbing construction activities to limit exposed soil areas 

subject to erosion. 

f. Protection of downslope drainage inlets where they occur. Downslope 

protection locations are to be determined by slope and inlet capture 

efficiency. All downslope inlets will be required to be protected that may 

have bypass flow calculated at a 25-year storm.  

g. Minimization of tracking at all vehicle and equipment entry and exit 

locations of the construction site. 

h. Clean up off-site sediment deposits method and schedule. 

i. Proper disposal of building and waste material. 

j. Stabilization of drainage ways. 

k. Installation of permanent stabilization practices as soon as possible 

after final grading. 

l. Minimization of dust. Sites subject to dust dispersion will be required to 

have a dust control plan that includes method of control and schedule for 

performing activity for control.   

(6) The erosion and sediment control plan shall require that velocity dissipation 

devices be placed at discharge locations and along the length of any outfall 

channel as necessary to provide a non-erosive flow from the structure to a water 

course so that the natural physical and biological characteristics and functions 

are maintained and protected. 

(c) Erosion and Sediment Control Plan Amendments. The applicant shall amend the 

erosion and sediment control plan if any of the following occur: 

(a) There is a change in design, phasing, project limits, construction area, operation, 

or maintenance at the site which has the reasonable potential for the discharge 

of pollutants off site or to waters of the State and which has not otherwise been 

addressed in the originally approved erosion and sediment control plan. 

(b) The actions required by the erosion and sediment control plan fail to reduce the 

impacts of pollutants carried by construction site runoff. 

(c) The administering authority notifies the applicant of changes needed in the 

erosion and sediment control plan. 

 

Sec. 47-11. - Fee Schedule.   

 

The fees referred to in this chapter shall be established by the administering authority 

approved by motion of the City of Columbus Common Council and may from time to time be 
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modified by resolution of the Common Council.  

 

Sec. 47-12.  - Inspection. 

 

If land disturbing construction activities are occurring without a permit required by this 

chapter, the administering authority may enter the land pursuant to the provisions of §§66.0119 

(1), (2), and (3), Wis. Stats. 

 

Sec. 47-13. - Enforcement. 

 

(a) The administering authority may post a stop work order if any of the following occurs: 

(1) Land disturbing construction activity regulated under this chapter is occurring 

without a permit. 

(2) Land owner refuses inspection access in Sec. 47-12. 

(3) The erosion and sediment control plan is not being followed or implemented in 

good faith. 

(4) Any of the conditions of the permit are not being met. 

(5) Responsible party has not made corrections as directed by the administering 

authority in the time period specified.   

(b) If the responsible party does not cease activity as required in a stop work order posted 

under this section or fails to comply with the erosion and sediment control plan or 

permit conditions, the administering authority may revoke the permit. 

(c) If the responsible party, where no permit has been issued or the permit has been 

revoked, does not cease the activity after being notified by the administering authority 

or if a responsible party violates a stop work order posted under sub. (a), the 

administering authority may request the city attorney to obtain a cease-and-desist order 

in any court of competent jurisdiction. 

(d) The administering authority may retract the stop work order issued under sub. (a) or the 

permit revocation under sub. (b). 

(e) After posting a stop work order under sub. (a), the administering authority may issue a 

notice of intent to the responsible party of its intent to perform work necessary to 

comply with this chapter. The administering authority may go on the land and 

commence the work after issuing the notice of intent. The costs of the work performed 

under this subsection by the administering authority, plus interest at the rate authorized 

by administrative authority shall be billed to the responsible party. In the event a 

responsible party fails to pay the amount due, the clerk shall enter the amount due on 

the tax rolls and collect as a special charge against the property pursuant to subch. §66-

0627, Wis. Stats. 

(f) Any person violating any of the provisions of this chapter shall be subject to a forfeiture 

of not less than $100.00 nor more than $500.00 plus the costs of prosecution for each 

violation. Each day a violation exists shall constitute a separate offense. 

(g) Compliance with the provisions of this chapter may also be enforced by injunction in 

any court with jurisdiction. It shall not be necessary to prosecute for forfeiture or a 

cease-and-desist order before resorting to injunctional proceedings. 
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Sec. 47-14. - Appeals. 

 

(a) Board of Appeals.  The board of appeals created pursuant to section 114-34 of the City 

Code pursuant to §62.2 (7)(e), Wis. Stats.: 

(1) Shall hear and decide appeals where it is alleged that there is error in any order, 

decision or determination made by the administering authority in administering 

this chapter except for cease-and-desist orders obtained under Sec. 47-13(c). 

(2) May authorize, upon appeal, variances from the provisions of this chapter which 

are not contrary to the public interest and where owing to special conditions a 

literal enforcement of the provisions of the chapter will result in unnecessary 

hardship; and 

(3) Shall use the rules, procedures, duties, and powers authorized by statute in 

hearing and deciding appeals and authorizing variances. 

(b) Who May Appeal.  Appeals to the board of appeals may be taken by any aggrieved 

person or by any office, department, board, or bureau of the City of Columbus affected 

by any decision of the administering authority. 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Committee of the Whole 

Meeting Date: August 20, 2024 

 

Item Title: Discussion regarding the hours of City Hall 

Submitted By: Matt Amundson, City Administrator 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

Beginning on Friday, July 5th City Hall hours were reduced on Fridays with the building closing to the 
public at Noon.  DPW & Utility offices close at Noon on Friday as well.  Staff were allowed to flex their 
schedule during the week to work 40 hours.  Some staff continue to choose to work on Friday afternoons, 
while others used leave time to achieve their weekly 40 hours.   I consider this part of our recruitment 
and retention strategies.  The benefits include efficiency of staff time, flexibility for use of earned time off, 
and improved staff morale.   

 

I did not complete extensive research of this but found that the following cities have alternative Friday 
schedules: 

Closed on Friday (Amery, Viroqua) 

Close at Noon (Milton, Marshfield, Trempealeau, Buchanan) 

Close at 1pm (Hortonville, Marshall) 

Close at 2pm (Cottage Grove) 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

n/a 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Consider closing City Hall on Fridays at Noon. 
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