
 

Common Council Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, June 17, 2025 at 6:35 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 
 

Roll Call 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Approval of Agenda 

Public Comment (Please Note: City residents can address the City Council on one or more topics for up to three minutes.) 

Department Reports for File 

1. Department Reports for File: Fire (05/2025), Police (05/2025) 

Consent Agenda 

2. Committee of the Whole and Common Council Meeting Minutes of 06/03/2025. 

3. Mayoral Appointments to the Public Spaces Committee and Zoning Board of Appeals. 

Ordinances – First Reading (Final action may be taken by a motion to suspend the rules and waive the readings 
under City of Columbus Ordinance Sec 2-46) 

4. Consider and take action on Ordinance 806-25: An Ordinance to Repeal and Recreate Sec. 106-126 of the City Code of 

Ordinances Concerning Appointment of the Weed Commissioner. (CoW 06/17/2025) 

New Business 

5. Consider and take action on approval of the Preliminary Special Assessment Report for the 2025 Brookside Lane 

Residential Street and Utility Improvement Project. (CoW 01/07/2025) 

6. Consider and take action on "Class A" Alcohol License Applications for Licensing period of July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026 

which include: Jose Roberto Alvarado, Owner dba Blanca’s Mexican Store; Chestor Bandits Store Inc dba Chestor 
Bandits Store; Columbus Market LLC; Dolgencorp, LLC dba Dollar General Store #10422; Kwik Trip, Inc. dba Kwik Trip 
#808; Liberty Square Gas Station, Inc. dba Refuel Pantry – Columbus West; Ultra Mart Foods, LLC dba Pick ‘n Save 
#392; and Walgreen Co dba Walgreens #10396. (CoW 06/17/2025) 

7. Consider and take action on "Class B" Alcohol License Applications for Licensing period of July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026 

which include: Jamesco, Inc dba Cardinal Cage; Columbus Country Club, Inc. dba Columbus Country Club; Columbus 
Family Restaurant, LLC dba Columbus Family Restaurant; Hui Yang, Agent dba Hachi Hachi Sushi & Hibachi; Kestrel 
Golf Properties, LLC dba Kestrel Ridge Golf Course; Magnolia I. Fuentes, Owner dba Magnolia’s Grill and Bar; MP’s 
Town Tap. LLC dba MP's Town Tap; Tequilas Bar & Grill, LLC dba Tequilas Bar & Grill; and Wisco Cheese & Cheers 
Bistro dba Cheese & Cheers Bistro. (CoW 06/17/2025) 

8. Consider and take action on Class “B" Fermented Malt Beverage License Application for Licensing period of July 1, 2025 

- June 30, 2026 for Columbus Transport Co., Inc. dba Kurth Brewery. (CoW 06/17/2025) 

9. Consider and take action on Cigarette, Tobacco and Electronic Vaping Device Retail License Applications for the July 1, 

2025 – June 30, 2026 licensing period for Chestor Bandits Store, Inc.; Columbus Market, LLC, Dolgencorp, LLC dba 
Dollar General Store #10422; Jamesco, Inc. dba The Cardinal Cage; Kestrel Golf Properties, LLC dba Kestrel Ridge Golf 
Course; Kwik Trip #808; Last Minute Vape; Liberty Square Gas Station, LLC dba Refuel Pantry - Columbus West; 
Tobacco and Vape Marketplace, LLC dba Smoke World Vape; and Walgreens #10396.Last Minute Vape and Tobacco 
and Vape Marketplace, LLC dba Smoke World Vape. (CoW 06/17/2025) 

10. Consider and take action on the nonresident fee policy for Recreation programs (RAC 6/9/25). 

11. Consider and take action on the purchase of four used, partially equipped Police Squad Vehicles from B & B in the 

amount of $25,000. 

12. Consider & take action on claims in the amount of $121,719.36. 

Report of City Officers – City Administrator, Mayor 

Adjourn 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be taken or considered by 
those committees and/or commissions. 

1



1 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Status 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Incident Report: May 2025 

 

Incident 

Number Date & Time 

Last 

Unit 

Cleared Address City / Rural Location Incident Type 

Total # 

FF 

25-086 5/2/2025 8:53 08:56 252 West Harrison Street City Columbus Medical assist, assist EMS crew 3 

25-087 5/4/2025 22:52 00:00 151 Highway and MM 119 NB Rural Columbus Motor vehicle accident with no injuries. 10 

25-088 5/8/2025 2:40 03:35 N2117 Columbus Fall River Road Rural Columbus 

Alarm system sounded due to 

malfunction 4 

25-089 5/8/2025 14:54 15:00 110 Stuart Street City 

City of 

Columbus 

Alarm system activation, no fire - 

unintentional 1 

25-090 5/9/2025 6:00 06:20 151 State Highway City 

Town of 

York Dispatched and cancelled en route 6 

 

Columbus Fire Department 
May 2025 Columbus City Council Report 

Total Active Members: 33 

Probationary Members: 3 

Non-Probationary Members: 30 

Total Positions Allowed: 40 
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25-091 5/11/2025 6:37 09:00 N3751 O'Connor Road and Hwy 16 & 60 Rural 

Town of 

Elba Search for person on land 9 

25-092 5/13/2025 12:31 12:31 W9314 G Highway 

Mutual Aid- 

Rural Beaver Dam Building fire 2 

25-093 5/15/2025 17:10 18:30 City of Columbus and Coverage Area City Columbus Severe weather or natural disaster, other 13 

25-094 5/15/2025 18:56 20:25 Beaver Dam Road and Mill Street 

Mutual Aid- 

Rural 

Village of 

Lowell 

Assist police or other governmental 

agency 5 

25-095 5/16/2025 16:10 16:24 1331 Sun Prairie Road Rural 

Town of 

York 

Assist police or other governmental 

agency 7 

25-096 5/16/2025 17:50 20:55 16/60 Highway and County BB Rural Columbus Motor vehicle accident with injuries 12 

25-097 5/19/2025 9:51 09:57 119 Meister Drive City Columbus 

Alarm system activation, no fire - 

unintentional 4 

25-098 5/20/2025 16:10 16:30 464 Canal Road City Marshall Dispatched and cancelled en route 7 

25-099 5/21/2025 7:10 07:32 W11227 Bethel Road Rural Columbus Medical assist, assist EMS crew 3 

25-100 5/22/2025 9:45 16:30 614 West Fox Road Rural Columbus Building fire 17 

25-101 5/22/2025 18:08 19:45 16-60 Highway and County Hwy BB Rural 

Town of 

Elba Motor vehicle accident with injuries 15 

25-102 5/23/2025 5:36 06:00 N5043 151 Highway Rural Columbus Road freight or transport vehicle fire 6 

25-103 5/24/2025 9:27 09:35 729 Park Avenue City Columbus Accident, potential accident, other 7 

25-104 5/31/2025 13:31 14:00 488 River Road City Columbus Medical assist, assist EMS crew 6 

 

 

 

 

Incident Running Totals Through May 2025 

 Incident Count 

May 2025 Total: 19 

All 2025 through May 104 
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All 2024 through May 104 

 

 

 

 

Training Report:  May 2025 

 

 

Date Training Activity Location Attendance 

5/6/2025 Drill - Vehicle Extrication Old Countryside 14 

5/9/2025 Demo - Air bag Demo Duffy Grain 6 

5/10/2025 Certification - Firefighter I MATC 3 

5/12/2025 Monthly Officer Meeting Columbus Fire Department 9 

5/13/2025 Monthly Department Meeting Columbus Fire Department 26 

5/14/2025 Dane County Chiefs Meeting Verona 3 

5/17/2025 Drill - Vehicle Extrication 

Columbus Fire Department/Old Country 

Side 10 

5/20/2025 Drill - Mayday / RIT Training Columbus Fire Department 15 

5/27/2025 Drill - Hazmat Refresher Columbus Fire Department 3 

5/27/2025 Dodge County Chief's Meeting Juneau 3 

5/28/2025 Inspectors Meeting Columbus Fire Department 9 

 

 

Chief Hazeltine’s Comments 
 

● Notice above that we are keeping on pace with our record year in 2024 of 260 calls. 

● I have applied to numerous grants this year 
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○ AFG Grant - For Rural Group for a Water Tender 

○ AFG Regional Grant - with 6-7 other Columbia County Fire Departments for portable radios. 

○ Dodge County - We gave them a list of what is needed here for new radios, portable and Mobile as they requested all departments 

needs for radios that cover territory in Dodge County 

○ DNR Grant - Rural Group - Chainsaw Chaps, Fire Resistant Hoods, Firefighter Cleaning Wipes, Gear Bags, Pagers. 

○ WE Energies Grant - Sensit 4 gas meter with Calibration KIt 

○ Adams Columbia Grant - A 2nd Sensit 4 Gas Meter 

○ State Farm Grant - New High Pressure LIfting Bag set 

○ Denis Leary Firefighters Foundation Grant - Ballistic Vests & Helmets to outfit engine, squad & Command Truck, 13 of each. 

● The items above are not planned in the 2025 budget, but in need of replacing aging equipment and safety for our firefighters.  The AFG 

Grant is a 95/5 grant (95% is covered by the grant, 5% is what the community pays), The DNR Grant is a 50/50 grant (half reimbursed by 

DNR, community pays initial 100% cost, then fills out a reimbursement form, gets audited by DNR, then DNR reimburses 50% of total cost 

back to the community), the other grants if awarded are 100% paid by the foundation. 

● Proud of our members that find time to protect the community, many in the community think we are full time, when in fact we are volunteer.  

These people give up their personal time to train and respond for emergencies to protect the citizens that live and travel through our 

protection area.  These people see and experience horrific incidents and deserve all the accolades and support that can be given.  Most 

think we just respond to the station, jump in the fire trucks and race to the scene, then when done we park the trucks and go back home.  

Unfortunately that is the easy part, they need to train and train more, have paperwork to get done, do fire inspections, maintain the 

trucks/equipment/station, and much more.  Thank you to all that support and understand their work. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Scott Hazeltine 

Columbus Fire Chief 
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COLUMBUS POLICE DEPARTMENT 159 S. Ludington St. 

Columbus, WI. 53925 

920-623-5919 (Main) 
920-623-5930 (Fax) 

Dennis R. Weiner, Chief of Police www.cityofcolumbuswi.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       June 11, 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mayor Hammer 

Members of the Common Council 

Columbus Police and Fire Commission: 
 

 
RE: POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT, MAY 2025 

 
 
 

Attached is the monthly report for the Columbus Police Department. 

Please feel free to contact me at any time if you have questions. 

 

 
Chief Dennis Weiner 
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COLUMBUS POLICE DEPARTMENT 159 S. Ludington St. 

Columbus, WI. 53925 

920-623-5919 (Main) 
920-623-5930 (Fax) 

Dennis R. Weiner, Chief of Police www.cityofcolumbuswi.com 

 

 

PERSONNEL 

The department is not fully staffed. Current staffing as of June 11, 2025: 

 
Authorized by Budget 

 

 Sworn Officers 

Actual 

Full-time sworn police positions:    10  8 

Patrol Officer Full time 6 5 
 

Sergeant 1 0 

Lieutenant 2 2 

Chief 1 
 

 Clerical 

1 

Office Manager (full-time) 1 1 

Public Safety Clerk (full-time) 1 
 
Current Staff: 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Name Date of Hire 

Chief Dennis Weiner 02/18/2008 

Lieutenant Darrell Ward  09/18/2022 

Lieutenant Michael Rosecky 12/30/2022   

Sergeant vacant    

Officer Julia Knoll   01/03/2022    

Officer Matt Dammen 01/03/2023 

Officer Spencer Trevorrow 07/31/2023 

Officer Colton Hayes 07/30/2024 

Officer Madeline Kraus 04/28/2025 

Officer vacant  

Office Manager Erika Kellar 02/04/1999 

Public Safety Clerk Kimberly 
Kehoe 

01/13/2025    
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COLUMBUS POLICE DEPARTMENT 159 S. Ludington St. 

Columbus, WI. 53925 

920-623-5919 (Main) 
920-623-5930 (Fax) 

Dennis R. Weiner, Chief of Police www.cityofcolumbuswi.com 

 

 

 

PERSONNEL: 
The vacant Officer and Sergeant positions continue to be posted. There have been no new applications received since last 
months report.  
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS: 
In honor of National Police Week our department was invited to Columbus Nursing and Rehabilitation Center on May 14 to 
be recognized, meet staff and residents and have some treats.  Several of us attended.  
 
Officer Knoll attended the bike rodeo that the Recreation Department held on May 17. 
 
Chief Weiner gave 2 presentations to the Forensic Science classes at Columbus High School on May 23. The focus of the 
presentations were evaluating, processing and collecting evidence at crime scenes.  
 
On May 31, the Columbus and Fall River Police Departments held a Stuff the Squad event at the Columbus Pick n Save, for 
non-perishable food and household products. All items were donated to the Columbus Fall River Food Pantry.  The response 
was exceptional and much greater than anticipated.  Thank you to Pick n Save for hosting it and for prepackaging some 
common and needed items for purchase at the checkout.  
 

TRAINING: 
Chief Weiner attended 2 days of training on negotiating collective bargaining agreements. The collective bargaining 
agreement with the police officer’s union expires December 31, 2025.  The city has received a notice from the Wisconsin 
Professional Police Officers Association of the expiration and the request to being negotiations.  
 
Chief Weiner, Lieutenant Ward and Lieutenant Rosecky attended 4 hours of Profiling Dangerous People. It was taught by a 
nationally known criminal profiler who has interviewed and profiled thousands of people in his  career.  
 
Officer Knoll attended the very physical and rigorous 4-day IPMBA (International Police Mountain Biking Association) training.  
 

TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT/CITATIONS: 
During the month of November officers issued   89 traffic citations,  166 warnings and  57 ordinance citations.  
 
With warm weather upon us, we will be deploying the speed trailer in various areas around the city. If anyone has suggestions 
of a location where there is an issue, please contact the department.  
 

MATTERS OF INTEREST: 
In a period of 11 days, a person went to the same retailer, took an item from a shelf, and left without paying for them. Officers 
were able to review area cameras and identified the suspect, a 48 year old Columbus man. He was issued 3 municipal 
ordinance citations, that included restitution. He was also issued a trespass letter advising him he was not welcome back that 
this business and if he did so, would be subject to arrest.  
 
An officer stopped a vehicle for a burned out headlight. The officer established cause to search the vehicle and the female 
driver refused to get out of the vehicle. She was physically removed by officers and resisted. Marijuana and drug 
paraphernalia was located. She was charged with Resisting/Obstructing an Officer, Possession of THC, and Possession of Drug 
Paraphernalia.  
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COLUMBUS POLICE DEPARTMENT 159 S. Ludington St. 

Columbus, WI. 53925 

920-623-5919 (Main) 
920-623-5930 (Fax) 

Dennis R. Weiner, Chief of Police www.cityofcolumbuswi.com 

 

 

 
Dispatch received a driving complaint. A vehicle was reportedly driving erratically in the city. The officer located the vehicle, 
stopped it and observed indicators of drug use. The driver was arrested for Possession of THC, Possession of Drug 
Paraphernalia, and felony Bail Jumping. The suspect has an open felony criminal case and a condition of his bail is not to 
possess any controlled substances or paraphernalia.  
 
 

 
                    Columbus Police Department                         

              Total CAD Calls Received, by Nature of Call               

 

   Nature of Call                     Total Calls Received         

   -----------------------------      --------------------         

   911 HANG UP                                  17                      

   ACCIDENT PROPERTY DAMAGE ONLY                 6                      

   ACCIDENT WITH PERSONAL INJURY                 1                      

   ASSIST ANOTHER AGENCY                         9                      

   BURGLAR ALARM                                 5                      

   FIRE ALARM                                    2                      

   MEDICAL ALARM                                 2                      

   ANIMAL COMPLAINTS                            13                      

   ANIMAL BITE                                   1                      

   BOND VIOLATION                                1                      

   CAR VS DEER                                   1                      

   CHILD SEXUAL ASSAULT                          1                      

   CITIZEN ASSIST                               15                      

   CIVIL                                         3                      

   CONTROLLED                                    9                      

   CIVIL PROCESS                                 1                      

   CRIMINAL DAMAGE TO PROPERTY                   1                      

   DISORDERLY CONDUCT                            8                      

   DEATH INVESTIGATION                           2                      

   DISABLED VEHICLE                              8                      

   DOMESTIC ABUSE                                1                      

   DRIVING COMPLAINT                            22                      

   EMS CALL                                     12                      

   ERT CALL                                      1                      

   ERT TRAINING                                  1                      

   EXTRA PATROL                                 14                      

   FIREWORKS                                     2                      

   FLEET MAINTENANCE                             5                      

   FOOT PATROL                                   1                      

   FRAUD                                         5                      

   GAS DRIVE-OFF                                 2                      

   HARASSMENT                                    4                      

   ROAD HAZARD                                   2                      

   HOUSE WATCH                                   2                      

   JUVENILE INCIDENT                             7                      

   LOST AND FOUND                                5                      

   MABAS                                         1                      

   MISSING PERSON                                1                      

   NOISE COMPLAINT                               1  
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COLUMBUS POLICE DEPARTMENT 159 S. Ludington St. 

Columbus, WI. 53925 

920-623-5919 (Main) 
920-623-5930 (Fax) 

Dennis R. Weiner, Chief of Police www.cityofcolumbuswi.com 

 

 

                     

   OUT WITH PERSON                               3                      

   OPEN DOOR                                     3                      

   ORDINANCE VIOLATION                           1                      

   OWI                                           5                      

   PARKING ENFORCMENT                            8                      

   PARKING VIOLATION                             3                      

   SECURITY                                    196                     

   SPECIAL EVENT                                 5                      

   SUSPICIOUS                                   10                      

   THEFT                                         2                      

   THREAT                                        2                      

   TIPS/LEADS                                    1                      

   TRAFFIC CONTROL                               4                      

   TRAFFIC STOP                                201                     

   TRESPASS                                      1                      

   TRUANCY                                       1                      

   UNWANTED PERSON                               1                      

   VEH LOCKOUT                                   4                      

   WARRANT                                       5                      

   WEAPONS VIOLATION                             2                      

   WEATHER                                       1                      

   WELFARE                                      14                      

-------------------------------------------------------------------------  

                       Total Calls:            668 
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Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, June 03, 2025 at 6:30 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Council President Finkler called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. The following members were 
present: Mayor Joe Hammer, Council President Molly Finkler, Alderperson Michael 
Lawson, Alderperson Marcus Meier, Alderperson Trina Reid, Alderperson Amy Roelke, 
and Alderperson Ryan Rostad. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by Alderperson Meier, Seconded by Alderperson Roelke to approve the agenda. Motion 
carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

Committee Minutes for File included Library (04/15/25); Police & Fire Commission (03/19/25); Public 
Spaces (05/12/25), and Recreation (01/13/25), (03/10/25), (04/14/25). 

Department Reports for File included Library Report (05/2025), Treasurer's Report (03/2025, 
04/2025). 

Proclamation 

3. Proclamation honoring Firefighter Daryl Hoffman: 

Mayor Hammer read a Proclamation Honoring Firefighter Daryl Hoffman for his 36 years and 4 
months of service to the City of Columbus. Several Firefighters, friends and family were in 
attendance. 

Public Comment 

Brian Nagle - 551 W. Harrison Street - Thanked the District 1 Alders for assisting in getting the Pride 
Month Resolution on the agenda and spoke positively on its behalf. 

New Business 

4. Discussion of Resolution No. 6-25 for the Dissolution of the Mae Ward Beautification 
Endowment Fund: 

Administrator Amundson summarized the information provided in the packet. No contributions 
have been made except by the city during the last several years. Staff is suggesting to redirect the 
fund into the DPW with the designated use being for the Public Spaces Committee for future 
project needs. Committee members agreed to move forward to the 06/03/2025 Common Council 
meeting. 
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5. Discussion of Resolution No. 7-25 Recognizing June as Pride Month in the City of 
Columbus, Wisconsin: 

Alder Meier thanked both Brian Nagle and David Stira for bringing this to the Council in the proper 
way. Meier asked for passage of the resolution. Alder Reid was also comfortable with the language 
in the resolution. Mayor Hammer reminded members that passage will set precedence going 
forward. Committee members agreed to move forward to the 06/03/2025 Common Council 
meeting. 

6. Discussion of Pavilion Staircase Project Bid Summary and Funding Request: 

Amundson shared that this project was put out to bid and even though a number of contractors 
took out copies of the plans, the city only received one bid. Funding has been identified to 
successfully complete the project which includes both staircases to the Pavilion. After further 
discussion the Committee members agreed to move forward to the 06/03/2025 Common Council 
meeting. 

7. Discussion of Ordinance 804-25 Public Nuisances Affecting Health: 

Amundson shared that this Ordinance addresses the grass clippings left in the streets. Alder 
Lawson asked about leaves being left in the streets, and Amundson stated that our current city 
code does not allow that either. Hammer reminded all that it is the responsibility of the citizens to 
help keep our streets and eventually our stormwater system free of debris. Committee members 
agreed to move forward to the 06/03/2025 Common Council meeting. 

Adjourn 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Meier to adjourn at 6:58pm. Motion 
carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Common Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, June 03, 2025 at 6:35 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Mayor Hammer called the meeting to order at 7:01pm. The following members were present: Mayor 
Joe Hammer, Council President Molly Finkler, Alderperson Michael Lawson, Alderperson Marcus 
Meier, Alderperson Trina Reid, Alderperson Amy Roelke, and Alderperson Ryan Rostad. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by Alderperson Meier, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to approve the agenda. Motion 
carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

Public Comment 

None. 

Consent Agenda 

 Motion made by Alderperson Meier, Seconded by Alderperson Roelke to approve the Consent 
Agenda which included Special Committee of the Whole and Common Council Minutes of 
05/20/2025 and the Mayoral Appointment of Teddy Decker to the Community Development 
Authority (CDA). Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

Ordinances – First Reading (Final action may be taken by a motion to suspend the rules and 
waive the readings under City of Columbus Ordinance Sec 2-46) 

3. Ordinance No. 804-25: An Ordinance to Repeal and Recreate Section 38-68(9) of the City 
Code of Ordinances Concerning Public Nuisances Affecting Health (CoW 06/03/25): 

Motion made by Council President Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to Suspend the 
Rules per Sec. 2-46 of the City of Columbus Code of Ordinances. Motion carried on a unanimous 
voice vote. 

Motion made by Alderperson Roelke, Seconded by Alderperson Meier to Waive the Readings per 
Sec. 2-46 of the City of Columbus Code of Ordinances. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

Motion made by Council President Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Meier to adopt Ordinance 
804-25: An Ordinance to Repeal and Recreate Section 38-68(9) of the City Code of Ordinances 
Concerning Public Nuisances Affecting Health. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
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New Business 

4. Consider and take action on Resolution No. 6-25: A Resolution Dissolving the Mae Ward 
Beautification Endowment Fund of the City of Columbus, Wisconsin (CoW 06/03/25): 

Motion made by Alderperson Roelke, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to adopt Resolution 6-
25: A Resolution Dissolving the Mae Ward Beautification Endowment Fund of the City of 
Columbus, Wisconsin. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

5. Consider and take action on Resolution 7-25: A Resolution Recognizing June as Pride 
Month in Columbus, Wisconsin (CoW 6/3/25): 

Motion made by Alderperson Meier, Seconded by Alderperson Roelke to adopt Resolution 7-25: A 
Resolution Recognizing June as Pride Month in Columbus, Wisconsin. Motion carried on a 
unanimous voice vote.  

6. Consider and take action on award of bid to McKee Associates, Inc. in the amount of 
$98,800 for the Fireman's Park Pavilion Staircase Project (CoW 06/03/25): 

Motion made by Council President Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to award the bid for 
the Fireman's Park Pavilion Staircase Project to McKee Associates, Inc. in the amount of $98,800. 
This project includes both staircases. Voting Yea: Council President Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, 
Alderperson Meier, Alderperson Reid, Alderperson Roelke, and Alderperson Rostad. Motion 
carried on a 6-0 Roll Call Vote. 

7. Consider and take action on Recreation Program Nonresident Fee Policy (RAC 05/19/25): 

Administrator Amundson shared that passage of this policy will help insure that services provided 
by the city are being funded appropriately. Fees for the 2025 Summer programming are already 
set. After further discussion, a motion was made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Council 
President Finkler to send the Recreation Program Non-resident Fee Policy to the Community 
Center Committee for review before bringing it back for a vote by council. Motion failed on a 
unanimous nay vote.  

Motion made by Alderperson Lawson, Seconded by Council President Finkler to send the policy 
back to the Recreation Committee for review before bringing it back for a vote by council. Voting 
Yea: Council President Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Reid, Alderperson Roelke, 
Alderperson Rostad 
Voting Nay: Alderperson Meier. Motion carried on a 5-1 voice vote. 

8. Consider and take action on claims in the amount of $326,010.20: 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Roelke to approve the Claims in 
the amount of $326,010.20. 
Voting Yea: Council President Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Meier, Alderperson Reid, 
Alderperson Roelke, and Alderperson Rostad. Motion carried on a 6-0 Roll Call vote. 

Report of City Officers – City Administrator, Mayor 

Amundson had nothing to report. Mayor Hammer reminded residents that with all of the needed road 
construction happening in the downtown area this summer to please not forget our local businesses 
and remember to patronize them when able. Also, June is Dairy Month and support our local farmers 
by enjoying milk, cheese and ice cream! 

Adjourn 

Motion made by Council President Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Reid to adjourn at 7:24pm. 
Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council Meeting 

Meeting Date: June 17, 2025 

 

Item Title: Mayoral Appointments 

Submitted By: Joe Hammer, Mayor 

 
Detailed Description of Subject Matter:  Mayor Hammer would like to recommend the following 
appointments: 
 
Denise Meir – Public Spaces Committee 
Rolf Lang - Zoning Board of Appeals  
 
 
List all Supporting Documentation Attached: None. 
 
 
Action Requested of Council: Consideration of presented appointments. 
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CITY OF COLUMBUS 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 806-25 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL AND RECREATE SECTION 106-126 OF THE CITY 

CODE OF ORDINANCES CONCERNING  

APPOINTMENT OF THE WEED COMMISSIONER 

 

The Common Council of the City of Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin does hereby 

ordain as follows: 

 

1. Sec. 106-126, Appointment of Weed Commissioner, is repealed in its entirety and recreated 

to read now as follows: 

 

Sec. 106-126, Appointment of Weed Commissioner.  

(a) The City Administrator shall appoint a Weed Commissioner, who shall 

have the power and duty to enforce the provisions of this Chapter 106 and 

as provided therein, other provisions of the City of Columbus Code of 

Ordinances. 

(b) The Weed Commissioner shall take the official oath, and the oath shall be filed in 

the office of the City Clerk. The Weed Commissioner shall hold office for one year 

and until a successor has qualified or the City Administrator determines not to 

appoint a Weed Commissioner.  
   

 

 

2. Severability. Each section, paragraph, sentence, clause, word, and provision of this Section 

is severable, and if any such provision shall be held unconstitutional or invalid for any 

reason, such decision(s) shall not affect the remainder of the ordinance nor any part thereof 

other than that affected by such decision. 

  

3. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage and posting 

as required by law. 

 

 

Adopted this _____ day of _____________, 2025. 

 

 

CITY OF COLUMBUS 

 

 

By: __________________________  By: __________________________  

Joseph Hammer, Mayor    Susan L. Caine, Clerk 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council Meeting 

Meeting Date:  June 17, 2025 

 

Item Title: Consider and take action on "Class A" Alcohol License Applications for 
Licensing period of July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026.  

Submitted By: Susan Caine, Clerk 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: The following establishments have applied for their renewals 
of their “Class A” Alcohol License for the licensing period of July 1, 2025, through June 30, 2026: 

 Jose Roberto Alvarado, Owner dba Blanca’s Mexican Store 

 Chestor Bandits Store Inc dba Chestor Bandits Store 

 Columbus Market LLC 

 Dolgencorp, LLC dba Dollar General Store #10422 

 Kwik Trip, Inc. dba Kwik Trip #808 

 Liberty Square Gas Station, Inc. dba Refuel Pantry – Columbus West 

 Ultra Mart Foods, LLC dba Pick ‘n Save #392 

 Walgreen Co dba Walgreens #10396 

 

All fees due to the city are paid in full, and each establishment has passed their Fire Inspection. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Copy of Legal Notification placed in the Daily Citizen – Beaver Dam on June 10, 12 and 14, 2025. 

 

Action Requested of Council: Consider “Class A” Alcohol renewal applications for approval. 
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CITY OF COLUMBUS, WI 
ALCOHOL BEVERAGE LICENSE APPLICATIONS 

JULY 1, 2025 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2026 
 

The City of Columbus Common Council will meet on Tuesday, June 17, 2025 at 6:30 P.M. at Columbus City Hall, 105 
N. Dickason Blvd, to review and consider the following applications for alcohol beverage licenses in the City of 
Columbus. Applications for the licenses referenced below are on file in the office of the City Clerk and are open to 
public inspection Monday through Thursday, 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM, and Friday, 8:00 AM – 12:00 NOON at 105 N. 
Dickason Blvd, Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin.   Susan L. Caine, City Clerk 
 

"CLASS A" LIQUOR AND FERMENTED MALT BEVERAGE 
Business: Blanca’s Mexican Store, 146 W. Mill Street, Jose Roberto Alvarado, Owner 
Owner: Jose Roberto Alvarado, 146 W. Mill Street, Columbus, WI  53925 
 

Business: Chestor Bandits Store, 1250 Park Avenue, Edward H Wolf, Jr, Agent 
Owner Chestor Bandits Store, Inc., N2313 Boelte Road, Columbus WI 53925 
 

Business: Columbus Market, 501 Park Avenue, Sukhdeep Garcha, Agent 
Owner Columbus Market, LLC, 501 Park Avenue, Columbus WI 53925 
 

Business: Dollar General Store #10422, 951 W James Street, Kelli Van Bendegom, Agent 
Owner: Dolgencorp, LLC, 100 Mission Ridge, Goodlettsville TN 37072 
 

Business: Kwik Trip #808, 204 Dix Street, Jeremy Christian, Agent 
Owner: Kwik Trip, Inc., PO Box 2107 La Crosse, WI 54602 
 

Business: Pick N Save #392, 210 Dix Street, Donald Klug, Agent 
Owner: Ultra Mart Foods, LLC, PO Box 305103, Nashville TN  37230-5103 
 

Business: Refuel Pantry – Columbus West, 2200 W. James Street, Likhbir Singh, Agent 
Owner: Liberty Square Gas Station, Inc, 6664 Tartan Trail, Sun Prairie WI  53590 
 

Business: Walgreens #10396, 1500 W James Street, Matthew Schultz, Agent 
Owner: Walgreen Co, PO Box 901, Deerfield, IL  60015 
 

CLASS "B" FERMENTED MALT BEVERAGE 
Business: Kurth Brewery, 729 Park Avenue, John Kurth, Agent 
Owner: Columbus Transport Co., Inc, PO Box 187 Columbus WI 53925 
 

"CLASS B" LIQUOR AND FERMENTED MALT BEVERAGE 
Business: Cardinal Cage, 119 E James Street, Chad Purvis, Agent 
Owner: Jamesco, Inc, W426 Oak Shore Dr., Fall River WI 53932 
 

Business: Columbus Country Club, 301 Ingalsbe Street, Nicole Schulenburg, Agent 
Owner: Columbus Country Club, Inc, 301 Ingalsbe Street, Columbus WI 53925 
 

Business:    Columbus Family Restaurant, 224 Dix St., Fernando Diaz, Agent  
Owner:        Columbus Family Restaurant LLC, 224 Dix St., Columbus, WI  53925 
 

Business:    Hachi Hachi Sushi & Hibachi, 141 E. James Street, Hui Yang, Agent 
Owner:        Hui Yang, 141 E. James Street, Columbus, WI  53925          
 

Business: Kestrel Ridge Golf Course, 900 Avalon Road, Jessica M Blaska, Agent 
Owner: Kestrel Golf Properties, LLC 3010 Pheasant Run, Cottage Grove WI 53527 
 

Business:    Magnolia’s Grill and Bar, 128 E. James Street, Magnolia I. Fuentes, Owner 
Owner: Magnolia I. Fuentes, 128 E. James Street, Columbus, WI  53925 
 

Business: MP's Town Tap, 153 N Ludington Street, Maria L Peterson, Agent 
Owner: MP's Town Tap, LLC, 153 N Ludington Street, Columbus WI 53925 
 

Business: Tequilas Bar & Grill, 126 S Ludington Street, Fabian Arzate-Ramirez, Agent 
Owner: Tequilas Bar & Grill, LLC, 940 Silver Ripple Way, DeForest WI 53532 
 

Business: Cheese & Cheers Bistro, 2200 W. James St., Ste B, Mellisa Jacobson, Agent 
Owner: Wisco Cheese & Cheers Bistro, 2200 W. James St., Ste. B, Columbus, WI  53925 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Committee of the Whole Meeting 

Meeting Date:  June 17, 2025 

 

Item Title: Discussion of "Class B" Alcohol License Applications for Licensing period of 
July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026.  

Submitted By: Susan Caine, Clerk 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: The following establishments have applied for their renewals 
of their “Class B” Alcohol License for the licensing period of July 1, 2025, through June 30, 2026: 

 Jamesco, Inc dba Cardinal Cage   

 Columbus Country Club, Inc. dba Columbus Country Club  

 Columbus Family Restaurant, LLC dba Columbus Family Restaurant  

 Hui Yang, Agent dba Hachi Hachi Sushi & Hibachi  

 Kestrel Golf Properties, LLC dba Kestrel Ridge Golf Course  

 Magnolia I. Fuentes, Owner dba Magnolia’s Grill and Bar  

 MP’s Town Tap. LLC dba MP's Town Tap 

 Tequilas Bar & Grill, LLC dba Tequilas Bar & Grill 

 Wisco Cheese & Cheers Bistro dba Cheese & Cheers Bistro 

 

All fees due to the city are paid in full, and each establishment has passed their Fire Inspection. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Copy of Legal Notification placed in the Daily Citizen – Beaver Dam on June 10, 12 and 14, 2025. 

 

Action Requested of Council: Consider “Class B” Alcohol renewal applications for approval. 
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CITY OF COLUMBUS, WI 
ALCOHOL BEVERAGE LICENSE APPLICATIONS 

JULY 1, 2025 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2026 
 

The City of Columbus Common Council will meet on Tuesday, June 17, 2025 at 6:30 P.M. at Columbus City Hall, 105 
N. Dickason Blvd, to review and consider the following applications for alcohol beverage licenses in the City of 
Columbus. Applications for the licenses referenced below are on file in the office of the City Clerk and are open to 
public inspection Monday through Thursday, 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM, and Friday, 8:00 AM – 12:00 NOON at 105 N. 
Dickason Blvd, Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin.   Susan L. Caine, City Clerk 
 

"CLASS A" LIQUOR AND FERMENTED MALT BEVERAGE 
Business: Blanca’s Mexican Store, 146 W. Mill Street, Jose Roberto Alvarado, Owner 
Owner: Jose Roberto Alvarado, 146 W. Mill Street, Columbus, WI  53925 
 

Business: Chestor Bandits Store, 1250 Park Avenue, Edward H Wolf, Jr, Agent 
Owner Chestor Bandits Store, Inc., N2313 Boelte Road, Columbus WI 53925 
 

Business: Columbus Market, 501 Park Avenue, Sukhdeep Garcha, Agent 
Owner Columbus Market, LLC, 501 Park Avenue, Columbus WI 53925 
 

Business: Dollar General Store #10422, 951 W James Street, Kelli Van Bendegom, Agent 
Owner: Dolgencorp, LLC, 100 Mission Ridge, Goodlettsville TN 37072 
 

Business: Kwik Trip #808, 204 Dix Street, Jeremy Christian, Agent 
Owner: Kwik Trip, Inc., PO Box 2107 La Crosse, WI 54602 
 

Business: Pick N Save #392, 210 Dix Street, Donald Klug, Agent 
Owner: Ultra Mart Foods, LLC, PO Box 305103, Nashville TN  37230-5103 
 

Business: Refuel Pantry – Columbus West, 2200 W. James Street, Likhbir Singh, Agent 
Owner: Liberty Square Gas Station, Inc, 6664 Tartan Trail, Sun Prairie WI  53590 
 

Business: Walgreens #10396, 1500 W James Street, Matthew Schultz, Agent 
Owner: Walgreen Co, PO Box 901, Deerfield, IL  60015 
 

CLASS "B" FERMENTED MALT BEVERAGE 
Business: Kurth Brewery, 729 Park Avenue, John Kurth, Agent 
Owner: Columbus Transport Co., Inc, PO Box 187 Columbus WI 53925 
 

"CLASS B" LIQUOR AND FERMENTED MALT BEVERAGE 
Business: Cardinal Cage, 119 E James Street, Chad Purvis, Agent 
Owner: Jamesco, Inc, W426 Oak Shore Dr., Fall River WI 53932 
 

Business: Columbus Country Club, 301 Ingalsbe Street, Nicole Schulenburg, Agent 
Owner: Columbus Country Club, Inc, 301 Ingalsbe Street, Columbus WI 53925 
 

Business:    Columbus Family Restaurant, 224 Dix St., Fernando Diaz, Agent  
Owner:        Columbus Family Restaurant LLC, 224 Dix St., Columbus, WI  53925 
 

Business:    Hachi Hachi Sushi & Hibachi, 141 E. James Street, Hui Yang, Agent 
Owner:        Hui Yang, 141 E. James Street, Columbus, WI  53925          
 

Business: Kestrel Ridge Golf Course, 900 Avalon Road, Jessica M Blaska, Agent 
Owner: Kestrel Golf Properties, LLC 3010 Pheasant Run, Cottage Grove WI 53527 
 

Business:    Magnolia’s Grill and Bar, 128 E. James Street, Magnolia I. Fuentes, Owner 
Owner: Magnolia I. Fuentes, 128 E. James Street, Columbus, WI  53925 
 

Business: MP's Town Tap, 153 N Ludington Street, Maria L Peterson, Agent 
Owner: MP's Town Tap, LLC, 153 N Ludington Street, Columbus WI 53925 
 

Business: Tequilas Bar & Grill, 126 S Ludington Street, Fabian Arzate-Ramirez, Agent 
Owner: Tequilas Bar & Grill, LLC, 940 Silver Ripple Way, DeForest WI 53532 
 

Business: Cheese & Cheers Bistro, 2200 W. James St., Ste B, Mellisa Jacobson, Agent 
Owner: Wisco Cheese & Cheers Bistro, 2200 W. James St., Ste. B, Columbus, WI  53925 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council Meeting 

Meeting Date:  June 17, 2025 

 

Item Title: Consider and take action on Class “B" Fermented Malt Beverage License 
Application for Licensing period of July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026.  

Submitted By: Susan Caine, Clerk 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: The following establishment has applied for their renewal of 
their Class “B” Fermented Malt Beverage License for the licensing period of July 1, 2025, through June 
30, 2026: 

 Columbus Transport Co., Inc. dba Kurth Brewery 
 

All fees due to the city are paid in full, and each establishment has passed their Fire Inspection. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Copy of Legal Notification placed in the Daily Citizen – Beaver Dam on June 10, 12 and 14, 2025. 

 

Action Requested of Council: Consider Class “B” Fermented Malt Beverage renewal application for 
approval. 
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CITY OF COLUMBUS, WI 
ALCOHOL BEVERAGE LICENSE APPLICATIONS 

JULY 1, 2025 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2026 
 

The City of Columbus Common Council will meet on Tuesday, June 17, 2025 at 6:30 P.M. at Columbus City Hall, 105 
N. Dickason Blvd, to review and consider the following applications for alcohol beverage licenses in the City of 
Columbus. Applications for the licenses referenced below are on file in the office of the City Clerk and are open to 
public inspection Monday through Thursday, 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM, and Friday, 8:00 AM – 12:00 NOON at 105 N. 
Dickason Blvd, Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin.   Susan L. Caine, City Clerk 
 

"CLASS A" LIQUOR AND FERMENTED MALT BEVERAGE 
Business: Blanca’s Mexican Store, 146 W. Mill Street, Jose Roberto Alvarado, Owner 
Owner: Jose Roberto Alvarado, 146 W. Mill Street, Columbus, WI  53925 
 

Business: Chestor Bandits Store, 1250 Park Avenue, Edward H Wolf, Jr, Agent 
Owner Chestor Bandits Store, Inc., N2313 Boelte Road, Columbus WI 53925 
 

Business: Columbus Market, 501 Park Avenue, Sukhdeep Garcha, Agent 
Owner Columbus Market, LLC, 501 Park Avenue, Columbus WI 53925 
 

Business: Dollar General Store #10422, 951 W James Street, Kelli Van Bendegom, Agent 
Owner: Dolgencorp, LLC, 100 Mission Ridge, Goodlettsville TN 37072 
 

Business: Kwik Trip #808, 204 Dix Street, Jeremy Christian, Agent 
Owner: Kwik Trip, Inc., PO Box 2107 La Crosse, WI 54602 
 

Business: Pick N Save #392, 210 Dix Street, Donald Klug, Agent 
Owner: Ultra Mart Foods, LLC, PO Box 305103, Nashville TN  37230-5103 
 

Business: Refuel Pantry – Columbus West, 2200 W. James Street, Likhbir Singh, Agent 
Owner: Liberty Square Gas Station, Inc, 6664 Tartan Trail, Sun Prairie WI  53590 
 

Business: Walgreens #10396, 1500 W James Street, Matthew Schultz, Agent 
Owner: Walgreen Co, PO Box 901, Deerfield, IL  60015 
 

CLASS "B" FERMENTED MALT BEVERAGE 
Business: Kurth Brewery, 729 Park Avenue, John Kurth, Agent 
Owner: Columbus Transport Co., Inc, PO Box 187 Columbus WI 53925 
 

"CLASS B" LIQUOR AND FERMENTED MALT BEVERAGE 
Business: Cardinal Cage, 119 E James Street, Chad Purvis, Agent 
Owner: Jamesco, Inc, W426 Oak Shore Dr., Fall River WI 53932 
 

Business: Columbus Country Club, 301 Ingalsbe Street, Nicole Schulenburg, Agent 
Owner: Columbus Country Club, Inc, 301 Ingalsbe Street, Columbus WI 53925 
 

Business:    Columbus Family Restaurant, 224 Dix St., Fernando Diaz, Agent  
Owner:        Columbus Family Restaurant LLC, 224 Dix St., Columbus, WI  53925 
 

Business:    Hachi Hachi Sushi & Hibachi, 141 E. James Street, Hui Yang, Agent 
Owner:        Hui Yang, 141 E. James Street, Columbus, WI  53925          
 

Business: Kestrel Ridge Golf Course, 900 Avalon Road, Jessica M Blaska, Agent 
Owner: Kestrel Golf Properties, LLC 3010 Pheasant Run, Cottage Grove WI 53527 
 

Business:    Magnolia’s Grill and Bar, 128 E. James Street, Magnolia I. Fuentes, Owner 
Owner: Magnolia I. Fuentes, 128 E. James Street, Columbus, WI  53925 
 

Business: MP's Town Tap, 153 N Ludington Street, Maria L Peterson, Agent 
Owner: MP's Town Tap, LLC, 153 N Ludington Street, Columbus WI 53925 
 

Business: Tequilas Bar & Grill, 126 S Ludington Street, Fabian Arzate-Ramirez, Agent 
Owner: Tequilas Bar & Grill, LLC, 940 Silver Ripple Way, DeForest WI 53532 
 

Business: Cheese & Cheers Bistro, 2200 W. James St., Ste B, Mellisa Jacobson, Agent 
Owner: Wisco Cheese & Cheers Bistro, 2200 W. James St., Ste. B, Columbus, WI  53925 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council Meeting 

Meeting Date: June 17, 2025 

 

Item Title: Consider and take action on Cigarette, Tobacco and Electronic Vaping 
Device Retail License Applications for the July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026 
licensing period. 

Submitted By: Susan Caine, Clerk 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: The following establishments have applied for their renewals 
of their Cigarette, Tobacco and Electronic Vaping Device Retail Licenses for the licensing period of July 
1, 2025, through June 30, 2026. 

 Last Minute Vape 

 Tobacco and Vape Marketplace, LLC dba Smoke World Vape 

 

All fees due to the city are paid in full, and each establishment has passed their Fire Inspection. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: None.  

 

 

Action Requested of Council: Consider Cigarette, Tobacco and Electronic Vaping Device Retail 
License renewal applications for approval.  
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Tobacco/Cigarette Licenses: July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026 

 

Chestor Bandits Store, Inc. 

Chestor Bandits Store 

1250 Park Avenue, Columbus, WI  53925 

 

Columbus Market, LLC 

Columbus Market 

501 Park Avenue, Columbus, WI  53925 

 

Dolgencorp, LLC 

Dollar General Store #10422 

951 W. James St., Columbus, WI  53925 

 

Jamesco, Inc. 

The Cardinal Cage 

119 E. James Street, Columbus, WI  53925 

 

Kestrel Golf Properties, LLC 

Kestrel Ridge Golf Course 

900 Avalon Road, Columbus, WI  53925 

 

Kwik Trip, Inc. 

Kwik Trip #808 

204 Dix Street, Columbus, WI  53925 

 

Last Minute Vape, LLC 

Last Minute Vape 

127 E. James Street, Columbus, WI  53925 

 

Liberty Square Gas Station, LLC 

Refuel Pantry – Columbus West 

2200 W. James Street, Columbus, WI  53925 

 

Tobacco and Vape Marketplace, LLC 

Smoke World Vape 

133 N. Ludington Street, Columbus, WI  53925 

 

Walgreens Co. 

Walgreens #10396 

1500 W. James Street, Columbus, WI  53925 

     Rev. 06/04/2025 slc 
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 Agenda Item Report 

 
Meeting Type: Common Council Meeting 

 
Meeting Date: June 17, 2025 

Item Title: Recreation Program Nonresident Fee Policy 

 
Submitted By: 

 
Amy Jo Meyers, Recreation Director 

 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

At the request of City Council, the Recreation Committee met on June 9 to develop recommended 
revisions to the policy presented at the June 3, 2025, meeting. 

Residents contribute to the funding of our recreation programs through local tax support. To 
ensure fairness and maintain accessibility, we’ve implemented a fee structure that 
distinguishes between residents and nonresidents. 

This policy helps balance program affordability with fiscal responsibility by accounting for the 
financial contributions of city taxpayers. 

I am seeking any additional comments and/or your approval of this policy moving forward. 
While we do currently charge nonresidents a higher registration fee, this written policy is 
intended to formalize the practice and have it on record for consistency and transparency. 

 
Program Fees & Nonresident Policy 
Program fees vary for Residents (R) and Nonresidents (NR). Resident fees are partially supported by 
local tax dollars. 
For most programs, Nonresidents pay either 50% more than the resident fee or an additional $10—
whichever is less. Some programs may have higher Nonresident fees due to increased operating 
costs. 
Residents are individuals who live within city limits. Nonresidents are those who live outside city limits, 
even if they have a Columbus address or a fire number. 
Currently, community center programs are exempt from this fee difference. 

 
 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

None 

Action Requested of Council: Approval of Nonresident Fee Policy for the City of Columbus Recreation 
Department. 
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Memo 
To: Columbus Council Members 

From: Lt. Darrell Ward 

Date: 06/11/2025 

Re: Purchase of Squads with LESO funds 

Council Members, 

The Police Department is requesting authorization to use approximately $25,000 from the LESO 
asset disposal fund for the purchase of 4 used squads, partially equipped. These funds are 
currently available in the LESO account from the recent sale of some of the LESO assets we had. 
The current balance in that account is $36,629. City funds are not necessary for this purchase.   

I came before the council prior to starting this program with the goal of starting a take-home squad 
program. The goal of this program is to increase officer retention and to be able to recruit higher 
quality applicants in a hiring pool that is very competitive and driven by pay and benefits.  

Since starting this program, funds have been received from the disposal of LESO assets and we 
are now able to proceed with the purchase of and partial outfit of squads. I have been in contact 
with B&B motorcar from Beaver Dam who specializes in used police equipment, specifically 
squads. B&B currently has 4 Ford Explorer Police Interceptors available for purchase. These cars 
have between approximately 80,000-110,000 miles on them and come partially equipped with 
police equipment which would help save initial start-up costs. 

The current conversation would be that we pay B&B $10,000/squad for a total of $40,000. This 
deal includes the trade in of the 1998 Hummer XLC2 that we currently have in our possession, 
that is available for disposal, for an immediate and guaranteed value of $15,000. This vehicle 
would then be taken to auction to try and sell it for greater than the guaranteed amount. Should 
the vehicle auction for more than the $15,000 B&B would return the excess funds, minus their 
auction/processing fees. The net payment amount to B&B would be approximately $25,000.  

This purchase would cover the needed squads to begin the take-home squad program and 
additional equipment needs would be covered by future LESO assets disposal to finalize the start-
up of the program. We will need to wait for additional asset disposal funds to fully equip them, but 
this purchase of the 4 squads is the first large step forward.  
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council 

Meeting Date: 6/172025 

 

 

Item Title: 

 

Claims Packet 

Submitted By: Krystal Larson, Treasurer 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

Claims from 5/28/2025 to 6/10/2025 in the amount of $121,719.36 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Claims Packet 5/28/2025 – 6/10/2025 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Consider & take action on claims in the amount of $121,719.36 
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