
 

Common Council Meeting - Amended Agenda 

Tuesday, July 15, 2025 at 6:35 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Approval of Agenda 

Public Comment 

Consent Agenda 

1. Report for the Local Historic Designation of City Hall, 105 N. Dickason Blvd. 

2. June 2025 monthly report for Columbus Police Department and Columbus Public Library 

New Business 

3. Consider and take action on Resolution No. 8-25 for the purchase of Lot 1 of CSM 5730 for 
$400,000 (CC 7/1/15).   

4. Consider and take action on approval of the agreement with Olena Investments LLC, conditioned 
on closing on the property (CC 7/1/15). 

5. Consider and take action on membership in the National Volunteer Fire Council (CoW 7/15/15). 

6. Consider and take action on the Mission, Vision, and Value Statements of the City of Columbus 
(CoW 7/15/15). 

7. Consider and take action on the claims of excessive assessment brought under section 74.37 of 
the Wisconsin Statutes for the following properties (CoW 7/15/25): 

a. 928 Farnham Street; Aquatic Center Apts. LLC, owner 

b. 175 Fuller Street; Carriage Apts. LLC, owner 

c. 25 Parkview Circle; JS Properties of Columbus LLC, owner 

d. 15 Parkview Circle; Colonial Apts. LLC, owner 

e. 1116 Waterloo Street; Waterloo Street Apts. LLC, owner 

f. 1150 Waterloo Street; Waterloo Street Apts. LLC, owner 

8. Consider & take action on claims in the amount of $302,977.00 

Report of City Officers – City Administrator, Mayor 

Convene to Closed Session 

Convene to Closed Session per § 19.85(1)(e) deliberating or negotiating the purchase of public 
properties, the investment of public funds, or conducting other public business, whenever competitive 
or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically to discuss 1149 W. James Street. 

Reconvene to Open Session 
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9. Consider and take possible action regarding 1149 W. James St. demolition (CC 5/6/25). 

10. Consider and take possible action on cold storage needs for the City. 

Adjourn 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council 

Meeting Date: July 15, 2025 

 

Item Title: Report for the Local Historic Designation of City Hall, 105 N. Dickason Blvd. 

Submitted By: David Bennett, Communications & Economic Development Coordinator; 
Henry Elling, Secretary – Historic Landmarks Preservation Commission 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

The Historic Landmark Preservation Commission (HLPC) at its meeting on June 25, 2025, voted to 
approve local historic designation of City Hall, located at 105 N. Dickason Blvd.  

HLPC’s unanimous decision to designate City Hall as a local historic site will impact the original portion 
of the building and not include the annex or Community Center. The designated site will become 
subject to all provisions within Division 9 - Historic Sites and Structures of Article V - Supplementary 
Use and Structure Regulations under Chapter 114 - Zoning of the Municipal Code. 

HLPC took the steps as outlined in Sec. 114-177 of the Municipal Code, to ensure that City Hall was 
designated properly. City Hall is officially the first site with local historic designation.  

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Local Historic Designation Notice 

City Hall Designation Application 

CHLPC Meeting Minutes from June 25, 2025 

 

Action Requested of the Council: 

None. 
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105 N Dickason Blvd • Columbus WI 53925-1565 

920-623-5900 • www.cityofcolumbuswi.com 

Date: Thursday, June 26, 2025 

 

To: City of Columbus, WI Common Council 

Alder Ryan Rostad 

Alder Marcus Meier 

Alder Trina Reid 

Alder Michael Lawson 

Alder Amy Roelke 

Alder Molly Finkler 

Mayor Joe Hammer 

 

Notification of Designation 

The Historic Landmark Preservation Commission (HLPC) is notifying the Columbus, WI Common 

Council of its local historic designation of City Hall, located at 105 N. Dickason Blvd.  

HLPC’s unanimous decision to designate City Hall as a local historic site will impact the original 

portion of the building and not include the annex or Community Center. The designated site will 

become subject to all provisions within Division 9 - Historic Sites and Structures of Article V - 

Supplementary Use and Structure Regulations under Chapter 114 - Zoning of the Municipal 

Code. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

Henry Elling 

Secretary, Columbus Historic Landmarks & Preservation Commission 
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Date application received: ___March 18, 2025______ Application received by: __David Bennett______________ 

1 

APPLICATION FOR LANDMARK/HISTORIC DESIGNATION 

(STRUCTURE, SITE, NEIGHBORHOOD OR DISTRICT) 

CITY OF COLUMBUS 

HISTORIC LANDMARK AND PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

This application packet is used to file an application(s) for the nomination of a property as a locally designated structure, site, 

neighborhood or district.  This application is to be submitted to the City Clerk. Please refer to the attached Zoning Code, 

Chapter 114, Article V, Division 9 for Historic Sites and Structures. 

Contact Information  

Applicant Name: City of Columbus, WI Phone: 920-623-5900 

Applicants’ Mailing Address: 105 N. Dickason Blvd. 

City: Columbus State: WI Zip: 53925 

Applicant’s Email Address: jhammer@columbuswi.gov 

Contact Information  

Property Owner(s): City of Columbus, WI Phone: 920-623-5900 

If more than one owner, please 
attached additional contact 
information 
Property Owner’s Mailing Address: 105 N. Dickason Blvd. 

City: Columbus State: WI Zip: 53925 

Property Owner’s Email Address: jhammer@columbuswi.gov 

Property Description 

Name (as shown on the tax assessor’s rolls of the owner of property proposed for designation): City of Columbus 

Property Address:  

 105 N. Dickason Blvd. 

Year Built and Historic Name if any: 
1891-1892; Columbus City Hall 

Legal Description and Parcel Number(s): SW 15' of SE 97' of Lot 4, Blk 3; SE 97' of Lot 5, Blk 3; Columbus Blks 1-9 and Tax 
Parcel ID Number: 51 

Original Owner: City of Columbus Original Use: Fire Station, City Hall, Police Station, 
Auditorium 

Architect: Truman D. Allen Builder:  
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MAP.   Has a map delineating the bounders and location of the property proposed for designation been included with this 
application?      Yes or No (Circle One) 

WRITTEN STATEMENT.  Describe the property and setting forth reasons in support of the designation proposed.  Reasons 
must align as stated in 114-176 

Round corner tower with clock and bell cupola, round arches on 1st story. Corbelled cornice. Square corner tower with round 
arch windows. Massive round arch window and entrance. A fire bell and tower were removed in 1948 when the fire 
department moved to a new location. Local artist Susan Stare has painted murals displayed in the interior of the City Hall. 
There is an auditorium on the second floor. 

Reasons for the designation as proposed include: 

• The auditorium, originally designed by Truman D. Allen of Minneapolis, MN, occupies the second and third floors of
the Columbus City Hall. It was originally designed in 1891 to accommodate an audience of 600. It was last occupied
in the late 1940s, and the second floor was closed to the public in the 1950s. The auditorium was used for silent
movies, traveling speakers, entertainment, and school functions.

• The building is composed of area materials consisting of Watertown cream brick, Doylestown red sandstone, and
rock-faced Waukesha limestone. About half of T.D. Allen’s works remain and are included in the National Historic
Register. The Columbus City Hall displays many characteristics of his works.

• Added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1979 and the State Register of Historic Places in 1989.
• The City of Columbus would like to protect the building in order to retain its historic, cultural, and architectural value

to the community if it were to relocate to a new facility and the building sold.

CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION (check all that apply) 

Exemplify, reflect or hold significant value as part of the broad cultural, political, economic or social history of the 
nation, state or city 

Are identified with historic personages or with important events in national, state or local history 

Embody the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a 
period, style, method of construction or of indigenous materials or craftsmanship 

Are representative of the notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose individual genius 
influenced his age 

Are identifiable as established and familiar visual features in the community owing to their unique location or 
physical characteristics 

PROPERTY OWNER(S) CONSENT.  Has the property owner(s) consented to the proposed designation?     YES or NO. 

If “yes”, please attach a copy of the letter of consent.    (attached:   Yes or No) 

PROPERTY OWNER NOTIFICATION.   Has the property owner been notified of this application by certified mail?  YES or NO. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.  Has additional information, not requested on this application, been included with this 
application?   YES or NO.   If yes, then please describe a summary of information provided: 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Applicant’s Signature  

I hereby acknowledge by my signature below that the foregoing application is complete, truthful, and accurate.   

  

Applicant Signature: ______________________________________  Date: ___________________________________ 

 Application Materials That Shall Be Included 

• Current and historic photographs of exterior of existing structure.  

• Statement describing the applicant’s relationship to the property to be designated. This statement should 

indicate the applicant’s interest in or association with this property.   

• Statement describing how the property meets at least one of the criteria for designation as a landmark or 

historic district contained in Section 599.210 of the City Code.  

• Statement describing the physical condition of the property and whether the property retains integrity (i.e. 
the ability to communicate its historical significance as evident in its location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association.)    
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- MUNICIPAL CODE 
Chapter 114 - ZONING 

ARTICLE V. - SUPPLEMENTARY USE AND STRUCTURE REGULATIONS 
DIVISION 9. HISTORIC SITES AND STRUCTURES 

 
 

 

DIVISION 9. HISTORIC SITES AND STRUCTURES 

 

Sec. 114-173. Purpose and intent. 

It is declared a matter of public policy that the protection, enhancement, perpetuation and use of improvements of 
special character or special historical interest or value is a public necessity and is required in the interest of health, prosperity, 
safety and welfare of the people. The purpose of this division is to:  

(1) Effect and accomplish the protection, enhancement and perpetuation of such improvements that represent or 
reflect elements of the city's cultural, social, economic, political, engineering and architectural history.  

(2) Safeguard the city's historic and cultural heritage as embodied and reflected in such historic structures, sites, 
districts and neighborhoods.  

(3) Stabilize and improve property values.  

(4) Foster civic pride in the beauty and noble accomplishments of the past.  

(5) Protect and enhance the city's attractions for residents, tourists and visitors and to serve as a support and 
stimulus to business and industry.  

(6) Strengthen the economy of the city.  

(7) Promote the use of historic structures, sites, districts and neighborhoods for the education, pleasure and welfare 
of the people of the city.  

(Ord. No. 643-09, §§ I, II, 4-8-09) 

 

Sec. 114-174. Historic Landmark and Preservation Commission composition. 

(1) An historic landmarks and preservation commission is created, consisting of seven members. Each member shall have 
to the highest extent practicable a known interest in historic preservation. The mayor shall appoint the commissioners, 
subject to confirmation by the common council. Each member shall serve staggered terms of three years. The terms of 
appointees shall commence on May 10 of the year of appointment.  

(2) The commission shall annually designate a chairman, vice-chairman and secretary/treasurer from among its members 
who shall perform those duties as are common to their offices and shall adopt regular meeting dates and reasonable 
rules of procedure.  

(3) The preservation commission may adopt specific operating guidelines for designation of historic sites, structures, 
districts and neighborhoods provided they are in conformity with criteria and standards established by this division.  

(4) The historic landmark and preservation commission is herein referred to as the "preservation commission"  

(Ord. No. 643-09, §§ I, II, 4-8-09) 
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- MUNICIPAL CODE 

Chapter 114 - ZONING 
ARTICLE V. - SUPPLEMENTARY USE AND STRUCTURE REGULATIONS 

DIVISION 9. HISTORIC SITES AND STRUCTURES 
 
 

 

Sec. 114-175. Powers and duties of the preservation commission. 

The preservation commission shall have the following duties as further detailed elsewhere in this division as noted:  

(1) Designation of historic structures, sites, districts and neighborhoods. (See sections 114-176 and 114-177).  

(2) Regulation of construction, reconstruction and exterior alteration involving designated properties. (See sections 
114-178 and 114-179).  

(3) Regulation of demolition involving designated properties. (See section 114-182).  

(4) Rescinding of historic structure, site, district or neighborhood designation. (See section 114-182).  

(5) Recommendation on proposed alterations to the interiors of designated municipal buildings. The preservation 
commission shall consider and make recommendation to the common council regarding proposed alteration to 
the interior of any designated municipal building.  

(6) Recognition of designated sites. The preservation commission may cause to have prepared and erected, a suitable 
plaque upon designated properties at public expense. Such plaque shall be easily visible to passing pedestrians. 
The plaque shall contain such information as the preservation commission deems proper, such as the name of the 
building or site, important dates and pertinent facts.  

(7) In addition, the preservation commission shall also:  

(a) Actively work for the passage of enabling legislation that would permit the granting of full or partial tax 
exemptions to properties it has designated under the provisions of this division in order to encourage 
owners of historic properties to assist in carrying out the intent of this division.  

(b) Cooperate with the historic preservation officer for the state and the state historic preservation review 
board in attempting to include such properties hereunder designated as historic structures or sites in the 
National Register of Historic Places.  

(c) Work for the continuing education of the citizens about the historic heritage of the city and the historic 
structures and sites designated under the provisions of this division.  

(d) As it deems advisable, receive and solicit funds for the purpose of historic preservation in the city. Such 
funds shall be placed in a special city account for such purpose; however, any such funds intended by the 
donor to be controlled by the commission may be placed in a separate trust account of the commission in 
keeping therewith.  

(Ord. No. 643-09, §§ I, II, 4-8-09) 

 

Sec. 114-176. Historic structures, sites, neighborhoods and districts designation criteria. 

(1) For purposes of this division, an historic structure, site, neighborhood or district designation may be placed on any site, 
natural or improved, including any building, improvement or structure located thereon or any area of particular 
historic, architectural or cultural significance to the city in accordance with the criteria detailed in this section. 
Designation shall be based on a comprehensive consideration of all relevant factors. Within this division, properties 
granted historic structure, site, neighborhood or district designation are referred to as "designated properties".  

(2) Designation may be granted to structures, sites, neighborhoods or districts that:  

9

Item #1.



6 
 

(a) Exemplify, reflect or hold significant value as part of the broad cultural, political, economic or social history of the 
nation, state or city;  

(b) Are identified with historic personages or with important events in national, state or local history;  

- MUNICIPAL CODE 
Chapter 114 - ZONING 

ARTICLE V. - SUPPLEMENTARY USE AND STRUCTURE REGULATIONS 
DIVISION 9. HISTORIC SITES AND STRUCTURES 

 
 

 

(c) Embody the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen, inherently valuable for a study of 
a period, style, method of construction or of indigenous materials or craftsmanship; or  

(d) Are representative of the notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose individual genius 
influenced his age.  

(e) Are identifiable as established and familiar visual features in the community owing to their unique location or 
physical characteristics.  

(Ord. No. 643-09, §§ I, II, 4-8-09) 

 

Sec. 114-177. Landmark and historic district designation—Procedures. 

(1) Application.  

(a) Any person, group of persons or association, may apply for historic structure, site, district or neighborhood 
designation for property and improvements located within the corporate limits of the city. The owner of any 
property that is currently designated may apply for a rescission of that dedication following the same procedures. 
Where this section refers to procedures applicable to the nomination and designation of properties, those 
procedures also apply to the rescission of dedication unless otherwise stated. When rescission is requested for 
economic reasons it shall only be considered in accordance with parameters established under subsection 114-
182(2).  

(b) Nominations shall be made to the preservation commission on forms provided for that purpose. The application 
shall include or be accompanied by the following:  

1. The name and address, as shown on the tax assessor's rolls of the owner of property proposed for 
designation.  

2. The legal description and common street address of property proposed for designation.  

3. A map delineating the boundaries and location of property proposed for designation.  

4. A written statement describing the property and setting forth reasons in support of the designation 
proposed.  

5. An indication of whether or not the owner(s) consents to the proposed designation.  

6. Such other information as may be required by the preservation commission.  

(2) Notification of nomination and preliminary review. Upon receipt of an application for designation or rescission, the 
chairman of the preservation commission shall schedule a preliminary review to be held within 45 days. He shall notify 
the applicant and the property owner(s) of the time and place of the preliminary review. The city tax assessor, public 
works department, parks division, fire and police departments, health officer, building inspector and plan commission 
shall also be notified with the request that they each report to the preservation commission in a timely manner on any 
matters affecting the subject property or surrounding area.  

(3) Public hearing and decision.  
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(a) Scheduling of the public hearing. If the preservation commission finds at the time of the preliminary review that 
an application merits further consideration, then a public hearing shall be scheduled to be held within the next 60 
days. The preservation commission shall notify the city tax assessor, public works department, parks division, fire 
and police departments, health officer, building inspector and plan commission. Each such department shall 
respond to the commission within 30 days of notification with its comments on the proposed designation or 
rescission.  

- MUNICIPAL CODE 
Chapter 114 - ZONING 
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DIVISION 9. HISTORIC SITES AND STRUCTURES 

 
 

 

(b) Notice of the public hearing. In cases of a nomination of a structure or site, notice of the date, time, place and 
purpose of the public hearing and a copy of the completed nomination form shall be sent to the owners of record 
of the nominated property, to the nominator(s), and to the owners of record as listed in the office of the city 
assessor of all property in whole or in part situated within 200 feet of the boundaries of the nominated property 
at least ten days prior to the date of the hearing. In cases of a nomination of an area as a historic district or 
historic neighborhood, notice of the date, time, place and purpose of the public hearing and a copy of the 
completed nomination form shall be sent to the owners of record of each property located within the boundaries 
of the nominated historic district or historic neighborhood and to the nominator(s), at least ten days prior to the 
date of the hearing. Notice of such hearing shall also be published as a Class 1 notice under state statutes stating 
the common street address and legal description of a nominated structure or site or legal description and 
boundaries of a nominated district along with the date, time, place and purpose of the public hearing. 
Requirements set forth in this subsection also apply to applications for rescission.  

(c) Required materials. The applicant shall produce at the time of the hearing such information as the preservation 
commission may require including, but not limited to, the following:  

1. All information required with the application.  

2. A visual presentation of the significant improvements on the subject property, together with information as 
to the age, condition and use of each.  

3. Proposals for preservation and enhancement of the property proposed for designation or a detailed 
explanation of the reason rescission is requested.  

(d) Conduct of the hearing. The preservation commission shall conduct such public hearing. The applicant and the 
owners of subject property shall be entitled to speak at the public hearing and the preservation commission will 
accept comments from all other interested parties. In addition to notified persons and members of the general 
public, the preservation commission may hear expert witnesses and shall have the power to subpoena such 
witnesses and records as it deems necessary. The preservation commission may conduct an independent 
investigation into the proposed designation or rescission. The preservation commission shall review and evaluate 
all available information according to the applicable standards set forth herein. A record of the proceedings shall 
be made and retained as a public record.  

(e) Approval timeline. The preservation commission shall approve, approve with modifications or deny the requested 
designation within ten days after the public hearing; provided, however, that the preservation commission may 
not modify a designation to extend beyond the property described in the application unless a new application is 
filed and the procedure repeated. Rescission of designation for economic reasons is subject to timelines as 
specified under subsection 114-182(2). A majority vote of the entire preservation commission is required for 
approval.  

(f) Informing parties of interest. Following the public hearing, the secretary of the preservation commission shall 
prepare a report on the outcome of the preservation commission's action including all available information for 
submission to the city council within 30 days, as an information item. The owner(s) of record and parties who 
spoke at the public hearing shall be notified promptly by a letter containing information on the preservation 
commission's decision. Notification shall also be given to the city clerk, building inspector and the city assessor. 
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The preservation commission shall cause the designation or rescission to be recorded at city expense in the 
county register of deeds' office.  

(g) Effect of denial. If the preservation commission denies the petition, no petitioner or applicant can file for 90 days 
to the secretary of the preservation commission to consider this same request.  

(h) Effect of approval. Properties approved for designation as historic structures, sites, districts or neighborhoods 
become subject to all provisions of this division. Properties approved for a rescission of dedication are no longer 
subject to the provisions of this division.  
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(i) Voluntary restrictive covenants. The owner of any historic structure or site may at any time following such 
designation of his property enter into a restriction covenant on the subject property after negotiation with the 
commission. The commission may assist the owner in preparing such covenant in the interest of preserving the 
historic property. The owner shall record such covenant in the county register of deeds office and shall notify the 
city assessor of such covenant and the conditions thereof.  

(4) After the date of filing an application, as outlined above, until the date of a final decision by the preservation 
commission no building permit shall be issued for the alteration, construction, demolition, or removal of the nominated 
property except as permitted under the provisions of section 114-179. In no event shall the delay so imposed exceed 
210 days.  

(Ord. No. 643-09, §§ I, II, 4-8-09) 

 

Sec. 114-178. Establishment of regulated work, activities and uses. 

(1) Work on designated property and improvements shall be regulated as follows:  

(a) Historic structures. No alterations, interior construction which affects structural members, exterior construction 
or exterior demolition may be performed on designated historic structures or the property on which they are 
located, except as have been approved by a certificate of appropriateness. Such work is herein referred to as 
"regulated work".  

(b) Historic sites, districts and neighborhoods. No alterations, exterior construction or exterior demolition may be 
performed on property and improvements located within an area that has been designated under this division as 
an historic site, district or neighborhood, except as have been approved by a certificate of appropriateness. Such 
work is herein referred to as "regulated work".  

(2) Signs, banners, canopies and the like for designated properties are subject to the same restrictions as "regulated work".  

(3) Regulated work restricted.  

(a) Any application for a permit from the building inspector involving regulated work shall be filed with the 
preservation commission. Unless such certificate has been granted by the preservation commission, the building 
inspector shall not issue a permit for any such work.  

(b) No one shall cause or permit any regulated work to be performed unless a certificate of appropriateness has been 
granted by the preservation commission.  

(Ord. No. 643-09, §§ I, II, 4-8-09) 
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Sec. 114-179. Certificate of appropriateness, procedure. 

(1) Application. Persons wishing to undertake regulated work shall file an application for a certificate of appropriateness at 
the city clerk's office on forms provided for that purpose. Each application shall be accompanied by all relevant plans 
and specifications for the work to be undertaken. The city clerk, within seven working days, shall submit copies of all 
applications to the preservation commission.  

(2) Review and approval process. 

(a) Preapplication consultation. Any applicant may request a meeting with the preservation commission before 
submitting an application for a certificate of appropriateness and may consult with the preservation commission 
during the review of the application.  
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(b) Decision. At the next regular meeting following receipt of all necessary materials for review of the certificate of 
appropriateness, the preservation commission shall review and decide upon the application. The applicant may 
request a special meeting if the next regular preservation commission meeting is scheduled 15 days or more after 
the city's receipt of all necessary materials. The preservation commission shall grant a certificate of 
appropriateness if it finds that the proposed work is clearly appropriate and in accordance with the applicable 
criteria set forth in subsection (4). Copies of the certificate of appropriateness shall be forwarded to the owner(s) 
of record and the building inspector.  

(c) Effect of denial. When an application has been denied, the preservation commission shall notify the applicant in 
writing of the decision, with reasons for denial. The denial letter shall list the criteria and standards set forth in 
subsection (4), which if met, would make the application acceptable to the preservation commission. Within 30 
days of receipt of the notification of denial, the applicant must either file a written modification of his application 
bringing it in conformity with the criteria and standards set forth in the denial letter or file an appeal to the 
common council on the basis of economic hardship. If the applicant fails to respond in either of those ways, in the 
required timeframe, the application shall be deemed null and void.  

(d) Action on modified applications. Following denial of a certificate of appropriateness, within 30 days of the receipt 
of a written modification, the preservation commission shall issue or deny the certificate of appropriateness in 
accordance with the established procedures and criteria detailed in this section.  

(3) Changes following issuance of a certificate of appropriateness. After the issuance of a certificate of appropriateness, no 
change may be made in the proposed work without review and approval of a new application for a certificate of 
appropriateness.  

(4) Criteria. In making a determination whether to issue or deny a certificate of appropriateness, the preservation 
commission shall consider, among other things, the effect of the proposed construction, alteration, removal or 
demolition upon historic, aesthetic or architectural value, characteristics and significance of the structure, site, 
neighborhood and/or district. The criteria to be used by the preservation commission in making its determination shall 
include, but are not limited to:  

(a) The maintenance of the significant original qualities or character of the structure or property, including, if 
significant, its landscape. The removal or alteration of any historic or distinctive architectural features shall be 
avoided.  

(b) The compatibility of the architectural style and design detailing the proposed construction, alteration, addition or 
repair with the original architecture of the landmark or styles within the historic district.  

(c) The compatibility of the general design, arrangement, scale, texture or materials of the construction or alteration, 
with the historic, aesthetic or architectural values, characteristics and significance of the historic district and/or 
landmark.  
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(d) The relationship of the location of the construction, alteration, or demolition to the streets, public or semipublic 
ways and any other improvement or property within a historic district.  

(e) Whether, in the case of a designated historic structure, site or structure within an historic district, the proposed 
work would detrimentally change, destroy or adversely affect any exterior architectural feature of the 
improvement upon which such work is to be done.  

(f) Whether, in the case of the construction of a new improvement upon an historic site, the exterior of such 
improvement would adversely affect or not harmonize with the external appearance of other neighboring 
improvements on such site.  

(g) Whether construction, alteration and demolition are done in accordance with the following:  

1. All buildings, structures, and sites are recognized as products of their own time, and alterations have a 
historical basis.  

- MUNICIPAL CODE 
Chapter 114 - ZONING 

ARTICLE V. - SUPPLEMENTARY USE AND STRUCTURE REGULATIONS 
DIVISION 9. HISTORIC SITES AND STRUCTURES 

 
 

 

2. Such exterior physical changes as may have taken place in the course of time are evidence of the history 
and development of a building, structure, or site and its environment. Because these changes may have 
acquired significance in their own right, this significance should be recognized and respected.  

3. Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship which characterize a building, structure, or 
site are treated with sensitivity.  

4. Deteriorated architectural features are repaired rather than replaced, wherever possible. In the event 
replacement is necessary, the new material need not be identical to but should match the material being 
replaced in composition, design, color, texture and other visual qualities.  

5. The surface cleaning of structures is undertaken with the gentlest means possible. Abrasive cleaning and 
other cleaning methods that will damage the historic building materials should not be undertaken.  

6. Every reasonable effort will be made to protect and preserve archaeological resources affected by, or 
adjacent to, any project.  

7. Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties is undertaken in such a manner 
that it does not destroy significant historical, architectural or cultural materials, and such design is 
compatible with the size, scale, color, material and character of the property, neighborhood or environment 
as outlined:  

a. Height. The height of the proposed structure or additions or alterations should be compatible with 
surrounding structures.  

b. Proportions of structure's front façade. The proportions and relationships between the width and 
height of the proposed structure should be compatible with nearby structures.  

c. Proportions of openings into facility. The proportions and relationships between doors and windows 
should be compatible with existing structures.  

d. Relationship of building masses and spaces. The relationship of a structure to the open space 
between it and adjoining structures should be compatible.  

e. Roof shapes. The design of the roof should be compatible with adjoining structures.  

f. Landscape and appurtenances. Landscaping and the use of appurtenances should be sensitive to the 
individual structures, its occupants and their needs. Further, the landscape treatment should be 
compatible with surrounding structures and landscapes.  

g. Scale of structure. The scale of the structure should be compatible with surrounding structures.  
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h. Directional expression of front elevation. Street façades should blend with other structures with 
regard to directional expression. When adjacent structures have a dominant horizontal or vertical 
expression, this should be carried over and reflected.  

i. Architectural details. Architectural details and materials should be incorporated as necessary to relate 
the new with the old and to preserve and enhance the inherent characteristics of that area.  

8. Wherever possible, new additions or alterations to structures should be done in such manner that if such 
additions or alterations were to be removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the structure 
would not be impaired.  

(Ord. No. 643-09, §§ I, II, 4-8-09) 

 
 

 

- MUNICIPAL CODE 
Chapter 114 - ZONING 

ARTICLE V. - SUPPLEMENTARY USE AND STRUCTURE REGULATIONS 
DIVISION 9. HISTORIC SITES AND STRUCTURES 

 
 

 

Sec. 114-180. Certificate of economic hardship. 

(1) Eligibility and terms. Notwithstanding any of the provisions of this division to the contrary, the common council may 
issue a certificate of economic hardship to allow the performance of work for which a certificate of appropriateness has 
been denied. The certificate of economic hardship requires a two-thirds vote of the full council upon a clear showing of 
economic hardship by the applicant in accordance with the terms of this section.  

(2) Application. To be considered for a certificate of economic hardship the applicant shall provide the following 
information in an affidavit signed by the owner of the subject property:  

(a) The amount paid for the property, the date of purchase and the party from whom purchased (including 
description of the relationship, if any, between the owner and the person from whom the property was 
purchased).  

(b) The assessed value of the land and improvements thereon according to the two most recent assessments.  

(c) Real estate taxes for the previous two years, and proof that they are paid in full.  

(d) Annual debt service, if any, for the previous two years.  

(e) All appraisals obtained within the previous two years by the owner or applicant in connection with his purchase, 
financing or ownership of property.  

(f) Any listing of the property for sale or rent, price asked and offers received, if any.  

(g) Any consideration by the owner as to profitable adaptive uses for the property.  

(h) If the property is income-producing, the annual gross income from the property for the previous two years, 
itemized operating and maintenance expenses for the previous two years, and annual cash flow, if any, during the 
same period.  

(i) A description of the necessity for the work, as proposed, explaining the economic hardship resulting from denial 
of the certificate of appropriateness and/or the economic hardship that would be incurred in efforts to satisfy the 
criteria detailed in the denial of the certificate of appropriateness.  

(3) Decision. If the common council finds that, without approval of the proposed work, the property and improvements 
cannot be put to a reasonable beneficial use or the owner cannot obtain a reasonable economic return therefrom the 
common council is authorized to issue a certificate of economic hardship. If the common council finds otherwise, it shall 
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deny issuance of the certificate of economic hardship. At the discretion of the common council a final decision 
regarding issuance of the certificate of economic hardship may be delayed for a period not to exceed six months. 
During this period of delay, the applicant shall investigate plans to allow for a reasonably beneficial use or a reasonable 
economic return, or to otherwise preserve the subject property and improvements. The common council may request 
that the preservation commission provide assistance to the applicant in this endeavor. Upon a decision by the common 
council regarding a certificate of economic hardship, the city clerk shall notify the preservation commission, the 
applicant and the building inspector within seven days.  

(4) Effect of decision. The issuance of a certificate of economic hardship acts in lieu of a certificate of appropriateness for 
the identified work. The building inspector may proceed to issue building permits for such work following standard 
procedures once a certificate of economic hardship has been granted.  

(Ord. No. 643-09, §§ I, II, 4-8-09) 

 

 

 
 

- MUNICIPAL CODE 
Chapter 114 - ZONING 

ARTICLE V. - SUPPLEMENTARY USE AND STRUCTURE REGULATIONS 
DIVISION 9. HISTORIC SITES AND STRUCTURES 

 
 

 

Sec. 114-181. Miscellaneous provisions. 

(1) Notice to preservation commission. The city administrator or designee shall provide notice in writing to the chairperson 
of the preservation commission at least 15 days in advance of any forthcoming public hearings regarding zoning, 
conditional use or variance petitions involving designated properties. Additionally, the building inspector shall provide 
notice in writing to the chairman of the preservation commission at least 60 days in advance of plans by the city to alter 
or demolish a designated property owned by the city.  

(2) Affirmation of existing codes and ordinances. Nothing contained in this division shall supersede the powers of other 
local legislative or regulatory bodies, or relieves any property owner from complying with the requirements of any 
other applicable codes and ordinances.  

(Ord. No. 643-09, §§ I, II, 4-8-09) 

 

Sec. 114-182. Demolition and rescission. 

(1) Regulation of demolition. No permit to demolish all or part of an historic structure shall be granted by the building 
inspector, except as follows:  

(a) At such time as a person applies for a permit to demolish such property, the application shall be filed with the 
preservation commission. Upon application, the preservation commission may refuse to grant such written 
approval for a period of up to ten months from the time of such application, during which time the commission 
and the applicant shall undertake serious and continuing discussions for the purpose of finding a method to save 
such property. During such period, the applicant and the commission shall cooperate in attempting to avoid 
demolition of the property. At the end of this ten-month period, if no mutually agreeable method of saving the 
subject property bearing a reasonable prospect of eventual success is underway or no formal application for 
funds from any governmental unit or nonprofit organization to preserve the subject property is pending, the 
common council may direct the building inspector to issue the permit to demolish the subject property without 
the approval of the preservation commission.  

16

Item #1.



13 
 

(b) In determining whether to allow the issuance of a permit for any demolition, the preservation commission shall 
consider and may give decisive weight to any or all of the following:  

1. Whether the building or structure is of such architectural or historic significance that its demolition would 
be detrimental to the public interest and contrary to the general welfare of the people of the city and the 
state.  

2. Whether the building or structure is of such old and unusual or uncommon design, texture and/or material 
that it could not be reproduced or be reproduced only with great difficulty and/or expense.  

3. Whether retention of the building or structure would promote the general welfare of the people of the city 
and the state by encouraging study of American history or architecture design, or by developing an 
understanding of American culture and heritage.  

4. Whether the building or structure is in such a deteriorated condition that it is not structurally or 
economically feasible to preserve or restore it, provided that any hardship or difficulty claimed by the 
owner that is self-created or is the result of any failure to maintain the property in good repair cannot 
qualify as a basis for the issuance of a demolition permit.  

(c) An appeal from the decision of the preservation commission to grant or deny a demolition permit or to suspend 
action on a demolition application may be taken to the common council by the applicant for the demolition 
permit or by the mayor or the council member of the district in which the subject building or structure is located. 
Such appeal shall be initiated by filing a petition to appeal specifying the grounds with the city clerk within ten  

- MUNICIPAL CODE 
Chapter 114 - ZONING 

ARTICLE V. - SUPPLEMENTARY USE AND STRUCTURE REGULATIONS 
DIVISION 9. HISTORIC SITES AND STRUCTURES 

 
 

 

days of the date the final decision of the preservation commission is made. The city clerk shall file the petition to 
appeal with the common council. After a public hearing, the council may by favorable vote of two-thirds of its 
members, reserve or modify the decision of the preservation commission if, after balancing the interest of the 
public in preserving the subject property and the interest of the owner in using it for his own purposes, the 
council finds that owing to special conditions pertaining to the specific piece of property, demolition will preclude 
any and all reasonable use of the property and/or a failure to approve the demolition will cause serious hardship 
for the owner, provided that any self-created hardship shall not be a basis for reversal or modification of the 
preservation commission's decision.  

(2) Rescinding designation of historic structures, sites or structures within an historic district for economic reasons. Any 
person who is listed as the owner of record of an historic structure, site, or structure within an historic district at the 
time of its designation who can demonstrate to the preservation commission that by virtue of such designation he is 
unable to find a buyer willing to preserve such an historic structure or site even though he has made reasonable 
attempts in good faith to find and attract such a buyer, may petition the preservation commission for a rescission of its 
designation. Following the filing of such petition with the secretary of the preservation commission:  

(a) The owner and the preservation commission shall work together in good faith to locate a buyer for the subject 
property who is willing to abide by its designation.  

(b) If at the end of a period not exceeding 12 months from the date of such petition no such buyer can be found and 
if the owner still desires to obtain such rescission, the preservation commission shall rescind its designation of the 
subject property.  

(c) In the event of such rescission, the preservation commission shall notify the city clerk, the building inspector and 
the city assessor of the rescission and shall cause the rescission to be recorded at its own expense in the office of 
the county register of deeds.  

(d) Following such rescission, the preservation commission may not redesignate the subject property an historic 
structure or site for a period of not less than five years following the date of rescission.  

(Ord. No. 643-09, §§ I, II, 4-8-09) 
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Sec. 114-183. Conformance with regulations. 

Every person in charge of any historic structure or site shall maintain the structure or site or cause or permit it to be 
maintained in a condition consistent with the provisions of this division. The city council may appoint the building inspector 
or other designee to enforce this division. The duties of the designee shall include periodic inspection at intervals provided by 
the city council of designated historic structures and sites. These inspections may include physical entry upon the property 
and its improvements with permission of the owner to ensure that interior alterations or maintenance will not jeopardize the 
exterior appearance or structural stability of the improvement. If an owner refuses permission for entry for purposes of 
inspection, the building inspector may obtain a warrant of entry pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 66.122, and take any other 
reasonable measures to further enforce this division.  

(Ord. No. 643-09, §§ I, II, 4-8-09) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

- MUNICIPAL CODE 
Chapter 114 - ZONING 

ARTICLE V. - SUPPLEMENTARY USE AND STRUCTURE REGULATIONS 
DIVISION 9. HISTORIC SITES AND STRUCTURES 

 
 

 

Sec. 114-184. Maintenance of historic structures, sites and districts. 

(1) Every person in charge of an improvement on an historic site shall keep in good repair all of the exterior portions of 
such improvement and all interior portions thereof that, if not so maintained, may cause or tend to cause the exterior 
portions of such improvement to fall into a state of disrepair. This provision shall be in addition to all other provisions of 
law requiring such improvement to be kept in good repair.  

(2) Insofar as they are applicable to an historic structure, site or district designated under this division, any provision of 
articles III and V of chapter 18, may be varied or waived on application to the appropriate board having such jurisdiction 
over such chapters or in the absence of such board, to the building inspector, provided such variance or waiver does 
not endanger public health or safety.  

(Ord. No. 643-09, §§ I, II, 4-8-09) 

 

Sec. 114-185. Conditions dangerous to life, health or property. 

Nothing contained in this division shall prohibit the making of necessary construction, reconstruction, alteration or 
demolition of any historic structure or any improvement on an historic site pursuant to order of any governmental agency or 
any court judgment for the purpose of remedying emergency conditions determined to be dangerous to life, health or 
property. In such cases, no approval from the preservation commission shall be required.  

(Ord. No. 643-09, §§ I, II, 4-8-09) 
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Sec. 114-186. Penalties for violations. 

Any person violating any provisions of this division or any regulation, rule or order made under this division shall be 
subject to a penalty as provided in section 1-14.  

(Ord. No. 643-09, §§ I, II, 4-8-09) 
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Parcel Map 
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City Hall Local Historic Designation – Applicant Relationship to the Property Designated 

 

The City of Columbus’ relationship to the City Hall building is that of owner. The City is the original 
owner of the building and has utilized it for various public functions including City offices, police 
station, fire station, and allowed use of the auditorium for entertainment and school events. 

The City is interested in preserving the property as it has become a center of pride and identity for 
the community with its iconic clock tower. The City wishes to protect the property from potential 
modification and / or demolition in the event of selling the building through Council action. The City 
is interested in utilizing local historic designation to fulfill this.  
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Statement describing the physical condition of the property and whether the property retains 
integrity (i.e. the ability to communicate its historical significance as evident in its location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.)    
 
 

The property at 105 N. Ludington Boulevard has seen some cosmetic changes over the years, such 
as the fire engine bay doors being bricked over and replaced with windows, the fire escape 
removed, the fire tower and bell removed and the addition of the annex. The original exterior doors 
to the building have been replaced and new roofing shingles were installed. 

Despite these changes, the building retains most of its original integrity. Its iconic clock tower has 
seen various painting jobs over the years but is still functional and still keeps its original design. The 
materials used in replacing the fire engine bay doors are designed to match the original design 
materials. The building itself has not seen any major design changes since its opening in 1892. Even 
the annex was designed to imitate buildings from the downtown area while evoking the design 
elements of the City Hall building. The Watertown cream brick is used in several other downtown 
buildings bridging the design elements of the downtown area. 

The location of the City Hall building has not changed and sits in the city’s “historic corner” that 
showcases City Hall’s architecture but also the unique Jewel Box design of Farmers and Merchants 
Union Bank, the storybook design of the Columbus Public Library, and the classic downtown 
buildings. Much of the area retains the late-1800's charm and was even used as a backdrop for the 
2009 movie, Public Enemies. 
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City Hall Local Historic Designation – Statement Describing how the Property Meets at Least 1 
Criteria for Designation 

 

The City Hall building, located at 105 N. Dickason Blvd. meets three of the criteria for designation. It 
meets (2)(a), (2)(c), and (2)(e) under Sec. 114-176. Historic structures, sites, neighborhoods and 
districts designation criteria of the City code. 

The property meets (2)(a) that states “exemplify, reflect, or hold significant value as part of the 
broad cultural, political, economic or social history of the nation, state or city”. The offices of city 
government, the police and fire departments, the jail and firefighting equipment, and the city library 
were located in the building when it opened. On the second floor of the building is a large public 
auditorium. This was the location of most of the cultural and educational events in the community. 
In addition to class plays and graduation exercises, the auditorium hosted traveling theater troupes 
and served as a motion picture theater until the local Rudalt Theater was built in 1917. 

The property meets 2(c) that states “embody the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural 
type or specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period, style, method of construction, or of 
indigenous materials or craftsmanship”. The building is composed of local materials consisting of 
Watertown cream brick, Doylestown red sandstone, and rock-faced Waukesha limestone. About 
half of T.D.Allen’s works remain and are included in the National Historic Register. The City Hall is 
the best local example of the Richardsonian Romanesque style. The style was commonly used for 
government buildings, where it expressed the stability and permanence of democratic institutions. 
Here it is characterized by the general massive and heavy appearance of the building, the large 
arched openings framed in red sandstone, and the contrasting stonework of the lintels, foundation 
and arches. 

The property meets 2(e) that states “are identifiable as established and familiar visual features in 
the community owing to their unique location or physical characteristics”. Residents in the city 
instantly identify the building with its iconic clock tower. City government has adopted the clock 
tower portion of City Hall into its branding and prominently features it in the City’s logo. By the late 
nineteenth century, Columbus had developed into a prosperous rural trading center, its economic 
wellbeing depending on the success of the surrounding agricultural community. Columbus' 
economic boom of the 1880s and 1890s necessitated additional city services to support the 
expanding downtown and new residential neighborhoods. The city responded by building a new 
Columbus City Hall, which opened to the public in 1892. 
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June 25, 2025 CHLPC minutes  pg. 1 

Columbus Historic Landmarks and Preservation Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, June 25, 2025 

105 North Dickason Boulevard 

 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Ruth Hermanson at 6:30 p.m. 

Attendance: Commissioners Altschwager, Hermanson, Gilbertson, Nagle, Ulrich, Mayor Hammer and 

Elling. Dave Bennett and Mike Kornmann were also present. 

 

Notice of open meeting: Chair Hermanson noted that the meeting agenda had been posted and distributed 

per State Statutes. 

Public Hearing: Chair Hermanson announced the public hearing regarding the potential designation of 

Columbus City Hall, 105 North Dickason Boulevard, as a local landmark. Mr. Kornmann announced that 

the appropriate notices had been posted and mailed per the City Code. 

Thomas Dan, owner of the Danville Dam in Astigo spoke in favor of the designation. However, he also 

noted that additional regulation comes with additional restrictions on future approvals. 

Susan Caine, City Clerk, commented that the City may be proposing exterior changes to the original 

Dickason Boulevard entrance and wondered how this designation may affect security and accessibility 

improvements in the future. 

Keith Luppnow, 156 North Dickason Boulevard, questioned how this designation might impact on future 

use and upgrades to the 2nd floor pavilion space. 

Hearing no other comments from the floor, and after 3 announcements, Chair Hermanson closed the 

public hearing at 6:38p.m. 

Approve agenda: Motion by Hammer, second by Nagle, to approve the June 25 agenda as presented. 

Motion carried 7-0. 

Minutes of May 28, 2025: Motion by Nagle, second by Gilbertson, to approve. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

Public Comment: Jack Sanderson,  ____ James Street, spoke on behalf of the Lions Club. They have been 

selling candy at various local businesses for the past several years. He presented a check for $1,500 to 

Chair Hermanson on behalf of the Columbus Lions Club, to the Resthaven Restoration Fund. They will 

also be considering the Resthaven Restoration as a fund-raising commitment for the next year. The Club 

also donated $50.00 to the Concerts in the Park project. The Commission thanked Mr. Sanderson for the 

generous donation. 

Discussion and possible action on designation of 105 North Dickason Boulevard as a local historic 

landmark:   Motion by Elling, second by Hammer, to approve the designation of City Hall, 105 North 

Dickason Boulevard, as a local historic landmark property, based on the application materials and 

comments during the public hearing. Motion carried 7 – 0. City Staff and Secretary Elling will transmit 

the necessary notices of this decision. 

Payment of Invoices and Bills: Motion by Hammer, second by Nagle to approve payment of $251.00 to 

Hubbleton Brewery for the beverages at the June 19 concert; payment from account #255362. 

Fundraising for Rest Haven: Current balance in the improvement account is $119,891.48. An additional 

$369 was raised at the June 19 concert. Commissioner Ulrich has offered an article to the local newspaper 
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June 25, 2025 CHLPC minutes  pg. 2 

regarding the status of the project. It has also been offered to the City Cable and Website along with the 

Daily Dodge website. 

 

Rest Haven Remodel Project Update: Chair Hermanson announced that the subcommittee had met on 

June 23 and will be proposing a phase 1 project of the main entry door replacement. She would like 

authorization to discuss an updated bid package with the project architect. Motion by Gilbertson, second 

by Altschwager, to authorize the Commission Chair to use up to $1,000 for additional bid plan set 

production by the Design Coalition architect. Motion carried 7 – 0. Money to come from Account 

255362. 

 

Summer Concert Series: The commissioners noted the second concert is set for July 17. Chair Hermanson 

and Mayor Hammer will be out of town for this event. Commissioners are requested to arrive at 

Fireman’s Park between 4:00 and 4:30. 

 

At the June 19 event the commissioners distributed flyers and questionnaires for attendance and audience 

information. Members noted that visitors had attended from Oshkosh and Beaver Dam. 

 

Motion by Altschwager, second by Gilbertson to adjourn at 7:25 p.m. Carried Unanimously. 

NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, July 23, 2025 at 4:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Henry J. Elling, CHLPC Secretary 
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COLUMBUS POLICE DEPARTMENT 159 S. Ludington St. 

Columbus, WI. 53925 

920-623-5919 (Main) 
920-623-5930 (Fax) 

Dennis R. Weiner, Chief of Police www.cityofcolumbuswi.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       July 9, 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mayor Hammer 

Members of the Common Council 

Columbus Police and Fire Commission: 
 

 
RE: POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT, JUNE 2025 

 
 
 

Attached is the monthly report for the Columbus Police Department. 

Please feel free to contact me at any time if you have questions. 

 

 
Chief Dennis Weiner 
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COLUMBUS POLICE DEPARTMENT 159 S. Ludington St. 

Columbus, WI. 53925 

920-623-5919 (Main) 
920-623-5930 (Fax) 

Dennis R. Weiner, Chief of Police www.cityofcolumbuswi.com 

 

 

 

PERSONNEL 

The department is not fully staffed. Current staffing as of July 9, 2025: 

 
Authorized by Budget 

 

 Sworn Officers 

Actual 

Full-time sworn police positions:    10  8 

Patrol Officer Full time 6 5 
 

Sergeant 1 0 

Lieutenant 2 2 

Chief 1 
 

 Clerical 

1 

Office Manager (full-time) 1 1 

Public Safety Clerk (full-time) 1 
 
Current Staff: 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Name Date of Hire 

Chief Dennis Weiner 02/18/2008 

Lieutenant Darrell Ward  09/18/2022 

Lieutenant Michael Rosecky 12/30/2022   

Sergeant vacant    

Officer Julia Knoll   01/03/2022    

Officer Matt Dammen 01/03/2023 

Officer Spencer Trevorrow 07/31/2023 

Officer Colton Hayes 07/30/2024 

Officer Madeline Kraus 04/28/2025 

Officer vacant  

Office Manager Erika Kellar 02/04/1999 

Public Safety Clerk Kimberly 
Kehoe 

01/13/2025    
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COLUMBUS POLICE DEPARTMENT 159 S. Ludington St. 

Columbus, WI. 53925 

920-623-5919 (Main) 
920-623-5930 (Fax) 

Dennis R. Weiner, Chief of Police www.cityofcolumbuswi.com 

 

 

  

PERSONNEL: 
We have received a few applications for the open vacant positions. We are currently screening them further to see if we 
proceed forward with any of them.   
 

FLEET: 
At the June 17 council meeting Lieutenant Ward presented on purchasing 4 partially equipped used police vehicles with LESO 
funds, which was subsequently approved by the council.  We took possession of the vehicles a short time later and noticed 
mechanical issues while driving one of them. Using LESO funds, we had this vehicle fully inspected by a certified mechanic. 
The potential issues found with 1 of the vehicles would have resulted in a substantial expense to resolve, so we canceled the 
purchase. It was a package, 4 vehicle deal. Payment for the vehicles had not been made and the seller agreed to take them 
back.  We continue to look for used police vehicles to get the take home squad program started.  
 
The 2023 Dodge Durango squad had its transmission replaced. It was fully covered under warranty. It was problematic finding 
a Dodge Dealer who could get it in timely.  
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS: 
National Night Out is occurring on August 5, 2025 from 530 p.m.-800 p.m. at Fireman’s Park.  We are concerned about access 
for street parking in the area due to the construction on Park Avenue.  
 

TRAINING: 
All department staff attended a 4-hour in-service block on EVOC (Emergency Vehicle Operations and Control) and pursuits 
at the Madison College Columbus location, which was the former Columbus 151 Speedway Madison College purchased years 
ago and re-designed as a training facility. It was taught by Chief Weiner and Lieutenant Ward who are both state certified 
instructors. Among other training requirements, 4 hours of bi-annual training in EVOC and pursuits are required to maintain 
police officer certification in Wisconsin.   
 
Officer Knoll attended 5 days of EVOC instructor level training that was held at the Madison College Campus in rural 
Columbus. This training makes her a state certified instructor in that discipline which will allow her to teach emergency 
vehicle and pursuit driving in the future.  
 

TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT/CITATIONS: 
During the month of November officers issued   50 traffic citations,  118 warnings and  12 ordinance citations.  
 

MATTERS OF INTEREST: 
Officers responded to a domestic related incident in which a male was arrested on several felony charges.  
Methamphetamine was found in the residence.  Drug related charges are pending on the resident of the house.  
 
During the month of June, we received several reports of unauthorized charges on credit cards and frauds. Victims were out 
anywhere from $1000-$5000.  We also received a couple reports of check fraud, where suspects were able to generate a 
check or a withdrawal from a person’s bank account.  
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COLUMBUS POLICE DEPARTMENT 159 S. Ludington St. 

Columbus, WI. 53925 

920-623-5919 (Main) 
920-623-5930 (Fax) 

Dennis R. Weiner, Chief of Police www.cityofcolumbuswi.com 

 

 

 
We arrested 6 people during the month for OWI (Operating a Motor Vehicle While Intoxicated/under influence) or operating 
with RCS (Restricted Controlled Substance). A few of those include: 
 
A subject was stopped for a traffic violation and arrested for OWI-3rd offense, failing to install an ignition interlock device and 
failure to obey a traffic sign or signal. 
 
An officer stopped a vehicle for a traffic violation and subsequently arrested the operating for Operating with a Restricted 
Controlled Substance. The operator was charged with a criminal offense as there is an enhancer for having a passenger under 
16 years of age.  
 
An officer assisted the Fall River Police Department with a violent and physically resistive suspect of a hit and run who had 
been tased multiple times. She had violently resisted arrest and made threats of harm to officers. Our department handled 
the OWI investigation under the Mutual Aid for the Fall River Police Department.  
 
Columbia County Dispatch received a call of a vehicle driving 15 miles per hour and driving ‘all over the road’ eastbound on 
STH 60 hear CTH C in the Town of Hampden.  The Sheriff’s Office was unavailable due to a fatal accident they were working 
in this part of the county and asked us to respond under the Mutual Aid. The officer located the vehicle near STH 60 and CTH 
A, and clocked him with radar at 30 miles per hour in a 55-mph zone. He was also operating left of the center line and was 
observed to swerve back into his lane. The vehicle was stopped and the driver arrested for OWI and taken to jail.   
 
Our department is always willing to assist any other department, most commonly the Columbia County Sheriff’s Office, the 
Fall River Police Department, and the Dodge County Sheriff’s Office. We have a great working relationship with those agencies 
and they assist us as well any time we request them. “Mutual Aid” is a term from state statute which gives a law enforcement 
officer full legal authority outside of their jurisdiction upon request from another department.  
 

CALLS FOR SERVICE: 
 
                     Columbus Police Department                         
              Total CAD Calls Received, by Nature of Call          

 

   Nature of Call                     Total Calls Received            

   -----------------------------      --------------------          

   911 HANG UP                                  19                      

   ACCIDENT HIT AND RUN                          2                      

   ACCIDENT-NON REPORTABLE                       1                      

   ACCIDENT PROPERTY DAMAGE ONLY                 6                      

   ACCIDENT WITH PERSONAL INJURY                 2                      

   ASSIST ANOTHER AGENCY                         8                      

   BURGLAR ALARM                                 6                      

   ELEVATOR ALARM                                1                      

   FIRE ALARM                                    4                      

   MEDICAL ALARM                                 2                      

   ANIMAL COMPLAINTS                             7                      

   BURGLARY                                      1                      

   CAR VS DEER                                   1                      

   MENTAL HEALTH COMMITMENT                      1                      

   CITIZEN ASSIST                               19                      

   CIVIL                                         2  
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COLUMBUS POLICE DEPARTMENT 159 S. Ludington St. 

Columbus, WI. 53925 

920-623-5919 (Main) 
920-623-5930 (Fax) 

Dennis R. Weiner, Chief of Police www.cityofcolumbuswi.com 

 

 

                     

   CONTROLLED                                    4                      

   CRIMINAL DAMAGE TO PROPERTY                   1                      

   DISORDERLY CONDUCT                            4                      

   DISABLED VEHICLE                              9                      

   DOMESTIC ABUSE                                1                      

   DPW                                           1                      

   DRIVING COMPLAINT                            29                      

   EMS CALL                                     15                      

   EXTRA PATROL                                  4                      

   GENERAL FIRE                                  1                      

   FIRE GAS LEAK/CARBON MONOXIDE                 6                      

   FLEET MAINTENANCE                             1                      

   FRAUD                                         6                      

   HARASSMENT                                    5                      

   ROAD HAZARD                                   9                      

   HOUSE WATCH                                   1                      

   JUVENILE INCIDENT                             4                      

   KEEP THE PEACE                                1                      

   LOST AND FOUND                                6                      

   NOISE COMPLAINT                               1                      

   OUT WITH PERSON                               7                      

   OPEN DOOR                                     2                      

   ORDINANCE VIOLATION                           5                      

   OWI                                           7                      

   PARKING ENFORCMENT                            7                      

   PARKING VIOLATION                             6                      

   SEARCH WARRANT                                1                      

   SECURITY                                    202                     

   SEX OFFENSE                                   1                      

   SPECIAL EVENT                                 2                      

   SUSPICIOUS                                    5                      

   THEFT                                         5                      

   THREAT                                        1                      

   TIPS/LEADS                                    1                      

   TRAFFIC CONTROL                               4                      

   TRAFFIC STOP                                157                     

   TRAINING                                      2                      

   TRANSIENT                                     1                      

   TRESPASS                                      1                     

   UNWANTED PERSON                               1                      

   UTILITIES                                     2                      

   VEH LOCKOUT                                   2                      

   VIOLATION OF PROBATION/PAROLE                 1                      

   WARRANT                                       3                      

   WEAPONS VIOLATION                             1                      

   WELFARE                                       8                      

-------------------------------------------------------------------------  

                       Total Calls:            626 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

The Summer Library Program started on June 9.   We currently have over 500 people signed up this year!    
Youth Programs  
• Chess Club is meeting weekly on Wednesdays.   One of our regular teenagers pitched the idea and runs the club.  

We’ve had 15-25 people every week of all ages.   A special thank-you to Shirley Berkley who had several chess kits 
to donate.    

• Stitching Stars continues to have a great turnout with 23 crocheters coming to the May meet-up.   
• To celebrate Dairy Month, the library hosted an ice cream social   We had 82 people show up and enjoy ice cream 

from Sassy Cow Creamery.   Special thank you to the Astico Perseverance 4H Club for running  the event.    
• The first guest reader of the summer was Bill Breunig.   We had an overflowing program room for his Storytime.   

On June 11 Story time moved to Home Again assisted Living.    
Adult Programs  
• Cherry and Jerry joined us once again for another ragtime performance on May 23.  
• On May 24 the library smelled delicious as Huma Siddiqui made fish tacos for the crowd.    
• Adult Craft Night continues to be a hit with 15 people attending the May 28 event where they made bookmarks 

out of old books.   
• Catherine hosted a workshop on June 3 where she taught attendees how to convert recipes to an air fryer.    
• After Hours Book Club had another strong showing with 23 people in attendance on June 5.   
• The new Romantasy Book Club had its first meeting on June 9 with 21 people coming.   
Upcoming Programs  
• Dairy Month will continue with a special Storytime at Royal Guernsey Dairy on June 24.   
• June 25 we will welcome Krystal Larson as our guest reader for Storytime.   This will be her last week with the City 

before her retirement.    
• We have several Summer Library Program events coming up including-  

• Ms. Kim’s Amazing Animals on June 16 
• David Landau on June 24  
• Little Miss Ann on July 7 
• Mark Warner Yo-yo Master on July 14 

• June 27 the Library will welcome author Robert Goodland with a talk about his book Beneath the Surface. 
• With the sale of Cercis, the Books & Beer Book Club with Valerie Biel will now make its home in the Annex.   The 

next author will be on June 19.    
Meetings  
• The Library closed for 2 hours on June 5 so all staff could attend the City of Columbus Picnic at Fireman’s Park.   
• The July 18 Columbia County Meetings will be taking place at Columbus Public Library.   
Buildings and Grounds  
• The light fixture in the elevator kept going completely out on us.   S&S Electric came and found the ballast was 

overheating and fixed it for us.    

June 2025 

34

Item #2.



 

 Program Statistics  
In-Person 

& Live Virtual 
(# programs) 

In-Person 
& Live Virtual 
(# attended) 

Self-Directed  
Activities (# participated) 

Future Readers 18 267 5 

Children 21 685 283 

Teen 2 11 0 

Adult 8 72 16 

General Interest 1 30 64 

Library Statistics  
2025 

Month 
2025 
YTD 

2024 
YTD 

2024 
Total 

% Change 
from 2024 

to 2025 

 

Visits 
(# door counts) 5,816 28,006 26,497 67,146 +5.7% 

 

Items Borrowed 
(total) 4,662 25,423 23,896 58,538 +6.4% 

     % Columbus residents 

 

49% 

 

50%  

     % Fall River residents 11% 13%  

     % Other Columbia County 25% 21%  

     % Dodge County 11% 10%  

     % Other 5% 6%  

 

Digital Items Borrowed 
(# checkouts) 1,142 6,060 6,235 14,759 -2.8% 

 

Books by Mail 
(# items sent) 9 70 103 259 -32% 

 

Public Wi-Fi 
(# sessions) 6,165 24,195 26,381 56,084 -8.3% 

 

Public Computer Use 
(# sessions) 225 1,139 1,277 3,077 -11% 

 

Wireless Printing & Faxing 
(# jobs) 74 406 395 967 +2.8% 

 

Community Use of Rooms 
(# attended) 99 484 454 1,171 +6.6% 

 

Patrons Added 
(# added) 27 129 149 368 -13% 
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Error! Unknown document property name. 

RESOLUTION NO.  8-25 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

COLUMBUS AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF LOT 1 OF CERTIFIED 

SURVEY MAP 5730, LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY OF COLUMBUS 

 

 WHEREAS, the Brent and Gina Van Gysel Living Trust dated 5/11/2023 and the 

Karl and Marilyn Green Living Trust dated 5/24/2023 (hereinafter “Owners”) desire to sell 

Lot 1 of CSM 5730, located in the City of Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin 

(hereinafter “the Property”); and  

 WHEREAS, the City of Columbus (hereinafter “City”) desires to purchase the 

Property from Owners; and 

 NOW, THEREFORE, the Columbus Common Council does hereby resolve as 

follows: 

1. The Common Council, at a meeting duly called and held on July 15, 2025, does 

hereby approve the Offer to Purchase negotiated by the City with the Owner dated 

July 8, 2025, approved by all parties on July 8, 2025, and as attached hereto as 

Exhibit A.  

 

2. The Common Council hereby authorizes City Administrator Matt Amundson to 

execute any and all documents necessary to complete the purchase of the Property 

from Owners.  This authority includes signing the closing statement, any Affidavits 

necessary to satisfy title company concerns, any documents necessary to transfer 

funds from the City to the title company as part of the closing.   

 

Approved by the Common Council of the City of Columbus on the 15th day of July, 

2025. 

 

_________________________  _________________________ 

Joseph Hammer, Mayor   Susan Caine, Clerk 
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2 
Error! Unknown document property name. 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

 I, Susan Caine, as Clerk for the City of Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin, 

do hereby certify that the attached Resolution is a true and correct copy of a Resolution 

adopted by the Common Council of the City of Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin, 

at a meeting duly called on the 15th day of July, 2025.   

 

      Dated this 15th day of July, 2025. 

 

 

      ___________________________ 

      Susan Caine, Clerk, City of Columbus 
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AGREEMENT 

 

 This Agreement made by and between Olena Investments, LLC (hereinafter “Olena”), and the City of 

Columbus, a Wisconsin Municipal Corporation (hereinafter “City”). 

 WHEREAS, on or about May 4, 2016, Olena sold Lot 1 of Certified Survey Map No. 5730, as recorded 

in Volume 40 of Certified Survey Maps for Columbia County, on page 106, as Document No. 880191 (hereinafter 

“the Property”) to Karl A. Green and Brent A. Van Gysel (hereinafter “Buyers”); and 

 WHEREAS, as part of the closing of this transaction, Olena and Buyers entered into an Agreement titled 

“Agreements Surviving Closing” (hereinafter “Agreement”) in which Olena and Buyers made certain 

representations concerning the future development of the Property; and 

 WHEREAS, City, with the purchase of the Property, has agreed to assume all of the responsibilities and 

obligations of Buyer pursuant to the terms of the Agreement. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, Olena and City now desire to amend certain provisions of the Agreement as 

follows: 

1. Paragraph 2 of the Agreement is amended to provide that Olena and City agree to work together regarding 

the development of Lots 2, 3 and 4 of Certified Survey Map No. 5730, other lands owned by Olena 

adjacent to the Property, and agree to work together concerning street and utility construction in the area 

around the Property. 

2. Paragraph 3 of the Agreement is amended to provide that the use of the Property shall be for a municipal 

facility (ie. public safety building).   

3. In the event that the City does not use the property for City use and puts the property for sale, Olena has 

right to repurchase at the same terms as sold to the City with 1st Refusal of any part. 

4. If no building or improvement are made within five years of this signing Olena has right to repurchase at 

the same terms as sold to the City. 

5. All other terms of the Agreement remain in full force and effect. 

 

 

OLENA INVESTMENTS, LLC   CITY OF COLUMBUS 

 

_____________________________   _____________________________ 

Curt Hanson      Joseph Hammer, Mayor 

 

       _____________________________ 

       Susan Caine, Clerk 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Committee of the Whole & Council 

Meeting Date: July 15, 2025 

 

Item Title: Membership in the National Volunteer Fire Council 

Submitted By: Kendra Riddle, Interim Finance Director & Matt Amundson, City 
Administrator 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

Kendra researched additional mental health resources for the Fire Department as our current Employee 
Assistance Program (EAP) will provide 3 sessions with a counselor but anything above and beyond is the 
responsibility of the individual.   

The most cost-effective membership she identified is a service that NVFC (National Volunteer Fire Council) 
has that would be $24 a year per member which would be less than $1000 a year for the number of current 
fire personnel. The most beneficial items for mental health would be their helpline, their volunteer voices 
forum where you can talk with others who are in the field and share experiences, and then the virtual 
classroom that has a lot of mental health training within it. This resource would have access to:  

 $10,000 accidental death and dismemberment insurance policy 

 NVFC First Responder Helpline 

 Free training through the NVFC Virtual Classroom 

 Personalized membership card 

 Member access to NVFC web site and resources 

 Access to Volunteer Voices online forum 

 Educational discounts to online universities and fire service training 

 Eligibility to apply for special members-only opportunities such as giveaways and educational 

scholarships 

 Discounts on products and services from NVFC partners 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

n/a 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Consider and take action on membership in the National Volunteer Fire Council 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Committee of the Whole & Council 

Meeting Date: July 15, 2025 

 

Item Title: Mission and Vision Statements of the City of Columbus and the City of 
Columbus Values 

Submitted By: Matt Amundson, City Administrator 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

As part of the June 24th Retreat, the Council and staff worked on draft mission and vision statements as 
well as our values.  The following pages are synopsis of this work prepared by Innovative Public Advisors 
who facilitated the retreat. 

 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

n/a 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Consider and take action on adopting the Mission, Vision and Values of the City of Columbus. 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council 

Meeting Date: 7/15/2025 
 

 

 

Item Title: 

 

Claims Packet 

Submitted By: Kendra Riddle, Interim Finance Director 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

Claims from 6/25/2025 to 7/8/2025 in the amount of $302,977.00 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Claims Packet 6/25/2025 – 7/8/2025 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Consider & take action on claims in the amount of $302,977 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: 

Meeting Date: 

 

Item Title: 1149 W. James St. demolition option 

Submitted By: Mike Kornmann, Direction of Community and Economic Development 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

The demolition quotes provided have a wide range of prices and services. The property is likely more 
valuable with the building demolished, and the land marketed as a greenfield site.  Tif 5 can fund the 
demolition costs.  We are getting incremental value from the Dollar Tree project. The pay back with TIF 
funds is about ten years.  Alternatively, the eventual sale of the property can pay for the costs also. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

 Demolition summary and supporting quotes. 

 

Action Requested of Council:  Direction on direction of the property. 
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Demo Countryside Ford at 1149 West James St

Robinson 

Brothers HM Brandt

Sheehy 

Excavating

FireBird 

Construction

The MRD 

Group

Red 

Diamond

Mob and Demob. x x x x x

Raze Permit x x

DNR Notice abatement/demo, or permit x x x

Temporary security fencing. x x x x

Erosion control, silt fencing. x x x x x

Complete Structural Demolition of building, foundations and footings x x x x x

Including all HVAC and roof top condenser units. x x x x x

All trucking included x x x x x

Disposal of all building material and site debris included. x x x x x

Removal of buried utilities to the property line. x x x x x

Removal of asphalt parking lot x x x x x

Asbestos Removal (locations as noted in asbestos report dated 2016) x x x x x

Dirt & seed areas of disturbance per City's standards (provided x x x x x

Demo Cost 127,000.00$  135,688.00$  210,924.73$  246,750.00$   268,650.00$   8,000.00$  

Bid Bond 10% 2.50%

Performance/Payment Bond 2,300.00$      
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6116 Darlin Drive, Dane, WI 53529

P (608)849-6980 W robinsonbros.com E info@robinsonbros.com

6/24/25

Duane Millard
City of Columbus

Re: Demolition -Former Countryside Ford Dealership, 1149 W. James Street, Columbus, WI 53925

Following, please find our quote for the above-referenced project.  Robinson Brothers Environmental, Inc. 
(RBE) proposes to supply personnel and equipment to perform the demolition and disposal of the building 
located at 1149 W. James Street, Columbus, WI.  Pricing includes demolition within the footprint of the 
building and site parking areas. The work will include the following:

Demolition of Structure
 Mobilization and demobilization.
 Submit DNR notice for abatement/demolition and pull local raze permit.
 Install construction fencing and erosion controls.
 Disconnect utilities at the lot line (does not include disconnection work in the street).
 Removal of asbestos identified in the MSA Report dated 9/26/16.
 Removal and proper disposal of universal waste prior to demolition.
 Demolition and removal of all building materials from the footprint of the building and surrounding 

parking lots. 
 Materials shall be recycled, salvaged, or properly disposed of.  Materials not recycled or salvaged 

shall be disposed of at a C&D landfill and properly documented.  Any salvage value from the 
building would become the property of Robinson Brothers.

 Concrete, brick and block materials will be hauled off-site for future recycling.
 Import additional granular fill as needed to bring voids back to surrounding grades.  
 Restore disturbed areas with topsoil and hydroseed site with specified grass seed.
 Option 1 – add performance and payment bonds.

This pricing assumes that all the work will be completed in a single phase.  Utility removal in the street, 
underground storage tanks and additional asbestos/lead paint testing are not included.  

Asbestos Abatement, Building Demolition and Restoration Bid: $127,000.00 
Option 1 – add Performance and Payment Bonds: $    2,300.00

Robinson Brothers is a fully insured and bonded company.  We carry $1,000,000 of general liability 
insurance on a per-project aggregate basis; $1,000,000 (each accident) of automobile coverage; 
$15,000,000 excess/umbrella liability, and $1,000,000 of workers’ compensation insurance (each 
accident). If additional or special insurance coverage is required, the quoted price will need to be adjusted 
accordingly.

Thank you for allowing Robinson Brothers Environmental, Inc. the opportunity to submit this proposal.  If 
you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Please see attached terms.

Sincerely,

________________________
Mike Robinson, Jr. / Estimator Acceptance of Proposal/Date
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Sheehy Excavating 

127 Central Ave, Waterloo, WI 53594 

 

Quote Title: Demolition Services Quote 

Date: June 24, 2025 

To: City of Columbus 

Total Quote Amount: $210,924.73 

 

Project Summary 

Location: Countryside Ford, 1149 W. James Street, Columbus WI 53925 

Scope of Work: 

- Mobilization and demobilization 

- Temporary security fencing 

- Erosion control and silt fencing 

- Complete structural demolition of building, foundations, and footings 

- Includes removal of all HVAC and rooftop condenser units 

- All trucking and disposal of building material and site debris included 

- Removal of buried utilities to property line 

- Utility lines will be abandoned by utility companies prior to removal 

- Removal of asphalt parking lot 

- Asbestos removal (as per 2016 asbestos report) 

- Dirt and seeding of disturbed areas to City of Columbus standards 

 

Payment Schedule 

- 30% due upon removal of building 

- 30% due upon removal of concrete and asphalt parking lot 

- 40% due upon completion 
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Terms and Conditions 
1. Scope of Work 

This quote covers only the demolition services expressly listed. Additional work, is not 

included unless specifically stated. 

2.Utility Disconnections 

The client is responsible for all permit fees and for ensuring that all utilities are properly 

disconnected before the start of demolition unless stated otherwise. 

3. Hazardous Materials 

This quote includes removal of Asbestos on 2 doors and the removal of A/C.  If additional 

materials are discovered, work will be suspended, and a change order will be issued. 

4. Site Access and Conditions 

Client guarantees safe, legal access to the site for equipment and personnel. Additional fees 

may apply if obstructions or unknown conditions are encountered. 

5. Weather and Delays 

Delays due to weather, inspections, or third parties are not the responsibility of Sheehy 

Excavating. 

6. Insurance and Safety 

Sheehy Excavating maintains required contractor’s liability and worker’s compensation 

insurance. Work is performed in compliance with OSHA regulations. 

7. Payment Terms 

Payment is due according to the outlined schedule. Late payments are subject to a 1.5% 

monthly finance charge. 

8. Change Orders 

Any scope changes must be approved in writing through a signed change order. 

9. Indemnification 

Client agrees to indemnify and hold harmless Sheehy Excavating from claims or liabilities 

arising from pre-existing conditions or third-party actions. 

10. Dispute Resolution 

Disputes will be governed by Wisconsin law and resolved by binding arbitration in Dane 

County. 

11. Validity 

This quote is valid for 30 days from the date issued. 
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Acceptance of Quote 

By signing below, the client agrees to the scope, pricing, and all terms and conditions stated 

above. 

 

 

Signature (Client): ______________________   Printed Name:________________________  Date: ___________ 

 

Signature (Sheehy): ____________________   Printed Name:_________________________ Date: ___________ 
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 HM BRANDT LLC 

 Date: June 16, 2025 
 Ford Dealership - Columbus 

 HM Brandt LLC  hereby proposes the following terms  and conditions for the job as hereinafter specified: 
 CUSTOMER NAME:  City of Columbus 
 CUSTOMER ADDRESS:  229 E. School St. Columbus, WI. 53925 
 CUSTOMER CONTACT:  Duane Millard  CONTACT PHONE:  (920) 623-5908 
 JOB NAME:  Ford Dealership Demo 
 JOB ADDRESS:  1149 W. James st. Columbus, WI. 53925 

 DEMOLITION BID 
 INCLUSIONS  : 

 1)  Structural demolition per site visit with Duane Millard on 6/9/25. 
 1.  Demo Permit 
 2.  Erosion control 
 3.  Removal of building, concrete slab and footings. 
 4.  Roughgrade 

 2)  Add Alternate #1 Sewer and Water Disconnect. 
 1.  Cut and cap the sewer and water at the lot line. 

 3)  Add Alternate #2 Asphalt 
 1.  Removal of asphalt parking lot 

 4)  Add Alternate #3 Topsoil and Seed 
 1.  Finish grading, topsoil and seed. 

 5)  All trucking of debris included in the bid. 
 6)  All debris to licensed landfill. 
 7)  All recyclable material to the recycling facility. 
 8)  Daily clean up to maintain a clean, safe working environment. 
 9)  One mobilization. 

 NOTES  : 
 ●  Dumpsters provided for HM Brandt LLC work only –  no  other trades unless 

 otherwise coordinated with GC and HM Brandt LLC. 
 ●  All MEPFs to remain must be clearly marked and tagged that they remain; 

 otherwise they will be  removed  by HM Brandt LLC. 
 ●  All salvage of removed contents, MEPFs, crushed stone, & copper etc. 

 will become property of HM Brandt LLC. 
 ●  Provision of a secured lay down area for job trailer and equipment to be 

 provided by GC. 
 ●  Provision of a secured lay down area for disposal purposes provided by GC. 
 ●  Electric, Fiber and Gas Disconnects by General Contractor or Others. 
 ●  All permits other than demo permit to be obtained and provided by GC. 
 ●  Security fence to be provided by G.C. 
 ●  All barricades, enclosures or floor protections by GC or others. 

 Phone: 262-538-1548                           20151 W Main St. PO Box 376 Lannon, WI 53406 
 1  of  4 
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 HM BRANDT LLC 

 Date: June 16, 2025 
 Ford Dealership - Columbus 

 NOTES CONT.: 
 ●  All layouts by GC. 
 ●  This proposal to become part of any contract and/or any AIA documents. 
 ●  Work to be performed during normal business hours: 8hr shift M-F or 10hr shift 

 M-TH 
 ●  Asbestos and lead reports must be provided prior to demolition. 

 EXCLUSIONS  : 
 ●  No asbestos, lead, or hazardous waste removal. 
 ●  No patching, repairs or replacements & no new installs provided. 
 ●  No gas or electric disconnects (by others) 
 ●  No security fence provided. (by others) 

 (No back charges considered without written notification within 10 days of the occurrence and 3 days to respond) 

 HM Brandt LLC proposes  to hereby to furnish material,  labor and equipment – complete in 
 accordance with above specifications, for the sum of all parts below: 

 Demolition Base Bid for the Sum of: 

 Seventy-Eight Thousand, Three Hundred Dollars & 00/100 
 $78,300.00 

 Add Alternate #1 Sewer and Water Bid for the Sum of: 

 Four Thousand, Eight Hundred Eighteen Dollars & 00/100 
 $4,818.00 

 Add Alternate #2 Asphalt Removal Bid for the Sum  of: 

 Eleven Thousand, Five Hundred Forty Dollars & 00/100 
 $11,540.00 

 Add Alternate #3 Topsoil & Seed for the Sum of: 

 Forty-One Thousand, Thirty Dollars & 00/100 
 $41,030.00 

 Phone: 262-538-1548                           20151 W Main St. PO Box 376 Lannon, WI 53406 
 2  of  4 
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 HM BRANDT LLC 

 Date: June 16, 2025 
 Ford Dealership - Columbus 

 Payment to be made as follows:  30 days from billing based on schedule of values per 
 phase.  NO retainage to be held after approval of HM Brandt punch list. 

 This proposal does not take into account seasonal weather conditions, which may affect method of 
 production and price as stated above.  Any such changes in production method or price would be 
 identified in writing and approved prior to implementation. 

 A SERVICE CHARGE COMPUTED BY A PERCENTAGE RATE OF 1 ½% PER MONTH WHICH IS AN 
 ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE OF 18% MAY BE ASSESSED ON ALL INVOICES NOT PAID WITHIN 
 TERMS OF SALE AS SHOWN ON INVOICE.  THE CUSTOMER SHALL PAY ALL COSTS OF 
 COLLECTION, INCLUDING ACTUAL ATTORNEYS’ FEES. 

 NOTE:  PLEASE READ NOTICE OF LIEN RIGHTS ATTACHED AND MADE A PART HEREOF 

 GENERAL CONDITIONS 

 GENERAL:  This writing document specifies all conditions  and agreements.  Any variations must be in writing and in 
 writing only. 

 QUOTATIONS:  Quotations may be subject to change if  not accepted within 10 days. 

 ACCEPTANCE OF PROPOSAL-  The stated prices, specifications  and conditions are satisfactory and are hereby 
 specified.  Payment will be made as outlined above. 

 PROPOSED BY:  ACCEPTED BY: 
 HM Brandt LLC 

 Michael Brandt     ________________________________ 
 Michael Brandt  Name 

 June 16, 2025     ________________________________ 
 Date  Title  Date 

 Phone: 262-538-1548                           20151 W Main St. PO Box 376 Lannon, WI 53406 
 3  of  4 
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 HM BRANDT LLC 

 Date: June 16, 2025 
 Ford Dealership - Columbus 

 GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

 EXTRAS: 

 Any alteration or deviation from contract specifications involving extra costs, will be executed only upon written 
 orders, and will become an extra charge over and above the contract price.  Any changed or unforeseen site 
 condition involving extra costs will be an extra charge over and above the original contract price for performance of 
 the required changes. 

 CONSTRUCTION: 

 Owner or agent ordering this work is to establish property lines and be responsible for material placed as ordered in 
 event of trespass, on other property, and hereby assumes responsibility for construction of improvements on property 
 herein involved.  Owner or agent shall be responsible for site conditions, including access to work area, preparatory 
 grading, excavating and other work necessary for the proper completion of the work specified in this proposal.  Extra 
 time and material required by HM Brandt LLC (Contractor) to correct site conditions to enable its work to be 
 completed shall be charged as an extra.  Owner or agent further agrees to keep the site free from any conflicting or 
 obstructive work that would interfere with the Contractor’s performance.  Prior to the commencement of our work, the 
 work of others shall be completed to such an extent that it will not in any way conflict or interfere with our work.  If 
 Contractor is directed to commence work prior to the time such other contractor’s work is completed, Owner agrees 
 to pay the cost of any extra mobilizations or reduced productivity attributable to Contractor’s commencing any of the 
 work before any others have completed their work.  Contractor will not be responsible for damage to private 
 underground utilities or other hidden conditions if the Owner or agent fails to give advance notice of their existence 
 and location. 

 DELAYS: 

 Contractor shall complete the job within a reasonable time, but shall not be liable for delays beyond the control of the 
 Contractor, including, but not limited to, acts of God, inclement weather, delay by third parties or owner. 

 NOTICE OF LIEN RIGHTS: 

 As required by the Wisconsin construction lien law, Contractor hereby notifies owner that persons or companies 
 furnishing labor or materials for construction on owner’s land may have lien rights on that land and on the buildings 
 on that land if they are not paid for such labor or materials.  Those entitled to lien rights, in addition to the Contractor 
 are those who contract directly with the owner or those who give the owner notice within 60 days after they first 
 furnish labor or materials for the construction.  Accordingly, owner probably will receive notices from those that furnish 
 labor or materials for the construction, and should give a copy of each notice received to his mortgage lender, if any. 
 Contractor agrees to cooperate with the owner and his lender, if any, to see that all-potential lien claimants are duly 
 paid. 

 Phone: 262-538-1548                           20151 W Main St. PO Box 376 Lannon, WI 53406 
 4  of  4 
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(414) 379-9212                                                                      1 

Work Proposal 

24 June 2025 

Invoice Number: 2025_0618 

Project: City of Columbus  

1149 W. James St Columbus, WI 

This proposal is for the demolition of the above referenced property: 

1. Demolition                    $240,750             
a. Demolition of the entire property and hauling of the demolition debris. 

b. Removing the foundation walls and the floor slab 

c. Removal and hauling of all asphalt pavement on the property, within limits provided by City 

staff. 

d. Grading and leveling the site upon completion of the building and parking lot demolition 

e. Cap & seal sewer and water laterals at the property line, per code.  
f. Provide 4” of clean, screened topsoil per spec. 

g. Provide and place Deluxe 50 seed mix by Reinders, per spec, for the entire lot 

h. Laying erosion mat after seeding.  

2. Asbestos abatement           $8,000 

a. Abatement of all asbestos containing material from the property, per the asbestos report 

provided from the City.  

 
Total cost for  $249,750 
 

- Firebird Construction to provide payment and performance bond upon being awarded the project 
and prior to signing the contract. 

- Estimate includes raze permit, DNR notice, erosion control permit (if required by City) 
- Cost includes 6ft construction safety during the demolition work. Cost includes erosion control for 

the perimeter of the project.  
- FireBird Construction to contact Diggers Hotline and mark out any and all utilities on the site and in 

the public Right of Way adjacent to the work site. 
 
Please let us know if you have any questions. Thank you for giving us the opportunity to work with you!  
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council 

Meeting Date: July 15, 2025 

 

Item Title: Consider and take possible action on cold storage needs for the City. 

Submitted By: Matt Amundson, City Administrator 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

The possible demolition of the 1149 James St Building creates a need for cold storage for a number of 
City Departments.  A cold storage building could be located at either the Landscape Recycling Center or 
Columbus Utilities.  A concrete floor would need to be poured and that is work that would be contracted 
out.  Menards has post frame buildings (examples below) that could be purchased and erected by staff.  
It is anticipated that a rough budget for the project would be $125,000.  Further site work is required and 
the first step would be to work with Ruekert-Mielke on a site layout. 

 

 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

n/a 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Consider and take possible action on cold storage needs for the City. 
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