
 

Common Council Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, May 05, 2026 at 6:35 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Approval of Agenda 

Public Comment (Public comments will be limited to three (3) minutes per speaker. Speakers must begin by 

stating their name and address for the record. To ensure that all individuals have an opportunity to be heard, the 
presiding officer may enforce the time limit and may call speakers to conclude their remarks when their time has 
expired.) 

Committee Minutes for File 

1. Committee Minutes for File: CAEMS (09/10/25), Library (03/17/26), Recreation (03/09/26) 

Consent Agenda 

2. Common Council Meeting Minutes from 04/08/2026, Committee of the Whole and Common 
Council Meeting and Council Workshop Minutes from 04/21/2026, and Common Council Meeting 
Minutes from 04/28/2026. 

3. Mayoral Appointments of Council Members to Committees/Commissions.  

Ordinances – First Reading (Final action may be taken by a motion to suspend the rules and 
waive the readings under City of Columbus Ordinance Sec 2-46) 

4. Consider and take action on Ordinance No. 814-26: An Ordinance to Repeal and Recreate Section 
2-31 of the City of Columbus Code of Ordinances Concerning Composition of the City Council. 
(CoW 05/05/26) 

5. Consider and take action on Ordinance No. 815-26 An Ordinance to Amend Section 2-41(b) and to 
Create Section 102-58(h) of the City of Columbus Code of Ordinances. (CoW 05/05/26) 

New Business 

6. Mayoral Announcement of District 1 Council Vacancy. 

7. Consider and take action on naming to be Public Works and Utilities Department. (CoW 05/05/26) 

8. Consider and take action on Recreation Department Support Fund Policy. (RC 04/20/26) 

9. Consider and take action on the Recommendation to Reduce Pavilion Deposit for Non-Profit 
Organizations. (RC 04/20/26) 

10. Consider and take action to approve sending an application for local historic designation of 
Fireman’s Park to the Historic Landmarks and Preservation Commission for review. (HLPC 
04/22/26) 

11. Consider and take action on the application for 2026 Tourism Grant by the Columbus Chamber 
Choir. (TC 04/06/26) 

12. Consider and take possible action concerning Merit Pay recommendations for the positions of 
Admin & Billing Clerk, Maintenance Worker II, Deputy Treasurer, Police Department Administrative 
Manager, Communications & Economic Development Coordinator, Maintenance Worker I, 
Recreation Director, City Clerk, Director of Community and Economic Development, Finance 
Director, Police Lieutenant, Police Chief, and City Administrator. (CoW 05/05/26) 

13. Consider and take action regarding Resolution 11-26: Authorizing Mayor and City Clerk to execute 
any documents related to the sale of parcel 1114.1, located on Tower Drive. (CC 02/17/26) 

14. Consider and take action on Claims in the amount of $429,015.03 

Report of City Officers – City Administrator, Mayor 

Adjourn 

 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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  COLUMBUS AREA 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES  

Wednesday, September 10, 2025 
MINUTES 

 
 
Members of the Columbus Area Emergency Medical Services group met in the Columbus Community 
Center at 161 N Dickason Blvd on Wednesday, September 10, 2025.  The meeting was called to order at 
4 pm by Chairman Jeff Slotten. 
 
Members present:   Village of Fall River - Jeff Slotten; Town of Calamus – John Kraus, Jr; Town of Elba – 
Roger Parpart; Town of Hampton – David Tuschen; Town of Otsego – Marcia Vangen; Town of York – 
Dean Helwig; Town of Fountain Prairie – Travis Gatza;  Lifestar EMS – Mike Krueger; City of Columbus – 
Mayor Joe Hammer and Marcus Meier; Village of Reeseville – Jake Pacals; Columbus Fire Department – 
Chief Scott Hazelton and Linda Henning, Secretary, Town of Fountain Prairie.  It was determined that 
there was a quorum of ten (10) members present.                                                                                                                                                                                
Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Dave Tuschen – Town of Hampden with a second from John Kraus – 
Town of Calamus, to approve of the agenda as posted.  Agenda approved with all present in favor.                                                                             
 
Minutes of the May 7, 2025 meeting:  Motion by Dean Helwig, Town of York with a second from Marcia 
Vangen, Town of Otsego to approve of the minutes of the May 7, 2025 meeting.  Minutes approved with 
all present in favor. 
  
Lifestar EMS:  The question had been asked how often the Lifestar ambulance was out on a transfer.  
Mike Krueger stated that it was less than 20% of the time.   Krueger also reported that a new ambulance 
was scheduled to arrive in October. 
    
Old Business:  A review of the new Lifestar renewal contract with changes was discussed.  All members 
agreed that the service from Lifestar was excellent and no one had any complaints. 
 
Motion by Dean Helwig – Town of York with a second from Marcia Vangen – Town of Otsego to approve 
of the contract with Lifestar EMS for the period of January 1, 2026 to December 31, 2030. 
 
Mike Krueger had inquired about the performance bond that Lifestar provided when they were first 
contracted with the Columbus Group.  lt was decided that the bond would be returned to Lifestar.   
 
The 2026 budget was reviewed by the group.  The budget was approved on a motion from Roger Parpart 
- Town of Elba and a second from John Kraus - Town of Calamus.  Budget approved with all present in 
favor. 
 
The next meeting will be on May 6, 2026 at 4 pm. 
 
 
There being no further business on the agenda, motion made by Dave Tuschen – Town of Hampden with 
a second from Roger Parpart – Town of Elba to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:25 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Linda Henning, Secretary 
Columbus Area EMS Group 
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Columbus Public Library 
Library Board Meeting 
Tuesday, March 17, 2026 
Phyllis Luchsinger Callahan Meeting Room 
 
Call to Order: Pete Kaland called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  
 
Present: Pete Kaland, Amanda Wakeman, Jim Schieble, Deb Haeffner, Sue Salter, Trina 
Reid, Dana Pike, Merry Anderson 
Absent: Nora Vieau, Shirley Berkley 
 
Roll Call, Introduction of Visitors Public Input: We welcomed Mayor Joe Hammer. 
 
Approval of the Agenda:. Jim moved and Dana seconded a motion to approve the 
Agenda. Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Minutes February 20, 2026: Pete moved and Deb seconded a motion to 
approve the February Minutes. Motion carried.  
 
Reports 
Financial Secretary’s Report: CDAR 1 matures on 5/28/26 at 3.98%. Rates continue to 
decline. CPL received a $400 gift in memory of Pat Showers. Dana moved and Deb 
seconded a motion to approve the Financial Report. Motion carried. 
 
Bills: Bills of $15,164.59 submitted which include $8,832.00 to SCLS for Delivery Fee and 
Digital Media Pool Fee. Jim moved and Sue seconded a motion to approve the bills. 
Motion carried. 
 
Budget Comparison: No report available. 
 
Library Director’s Report:  
Staff is in the process of training on the new SCLS system. The current system will be 
down from April 12-15 with patrons still able to check out materials. However, we will 
not be able to make changes or check anything in. Patrons will not have access to their 
accounts. The new system will go live on April 16.  
 
The seed library will be back coordinated by volunteer Harvey Hoon. 
 
Community Outreach: 
Helen participated in Literacy Night at Columbus Elementary School on March 4. 
CPL will participate in Arbor Day at the Pavilion on April 25. 
 
Youth Services: 
Family Pizza and Board Game Night had a crowd on February 20. Thanks to a generous 
donation to our youth programs, we can bring this popular program back monthly. 
Teens had another successful Be Your Own Barista program. 
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Homeschool group continues to thrive with a Ball Python and Golden Retriever 
program for show-and-tell. 
We had a special Dr. Suess storytime and STEAM program with Nathan Barnes from the 
Columbus Fire Department. 
  
Adult Services: 
Murder Mystery at the Annex had a great turnout February 24. 
Quarterly Cookbook Club and Tasting continues to be deliciously popular. 
With the popularity of Hooked on Books & Yarn, we started having “Craft-In” nights 
twice a month. The first meeting had great turnout with anticipation for further 
meetings. 
We will add a monthly “Read-In” one Saturday morning a month where patrons can 
discuss books they are currently reading. 
The March 12 Gaelic Harp player had to cancel so Catherine led an Irish sing-along in 
the Annex. 
 
Coming Up: 
3/19-Third Thursday Book Club: How Does That Make You Feel? by Magda Eklund 
3/19-Book Dragons Writing Club 
3/21-Huma Siddiqui Cooking Demo 
3/23, 4/6, 4/20-Craft In 
3/24-Elements of Storytelling with Valerie Biel 
3/26-Teen and Adult Puzzle Competition 
3/26-Books & Beer with author Sue Berg 
4/7-Hooked on Books & Yarn 
4/8-Check it Out: Chess! Strategy program with Louis Pace 
4/9-After Hours Book Club: The Perfect Divorce 
4/9-Libby Reads author talk and luncheon 
4/15-Nonfiction Book Discussion: Beyond Anxiety 
4/16-Third Thursday Book Club: The Mighty Red 
4/20-Romantasy Book Club: Assistant to the Villan 
 
Meetings: 
Amanda is attending the Public Library Assn. Conference in Minneapolis March 31-
April 3. 
The Columbia County Board and Directors met March 6 and again voted to give each 
library $500 to offset delivery expenses.  
 
Facilities: 
Otis Elevator Repair did an inspection and the elevator is working great. However, 
outside the elevator on the main floor they identified a tripping error which DPW was 
able to fix. 
 
Library Director’s Goals:  
See Committee Reports: Personnel Committee 
 
President’s Report: None 
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Literacy Council Report: Merry and Kasey DeWitt, the new CLC coordinator, attended 
a meeting of an ecumenical group at an area church to learn about local issues with our 
Hispanic neighbors. Church representatives attending were receptive to CLC holding 
tutoring sessions in their facilities as the library is a public building and might not be 
safe for immigrants. A member of the Hispanic community said their key needs include 
legislative advocacy and continued English tutoring. The meeting built awareness of the 
importance and role of the CLC which is a positive and encouraging sign. 
 
 
Friends of the Library: The Book Store is doing well. Angelique Pasellas is the new vice 
president.  
 
Correspondence: The Columbia County Board voted Pete Kaland Advocate of the Year 
for 2026. 
 
 
Committee Reports:  
Personnel Committee: The Director Evaluation process was explained and discussed. 
Sue moved and Merry seconded a motion to approve the evaluation process. Motion 
carried. 
 
Unfinished Business:  
Flooring for Program Room and Stairs. Suggested styles and colors presented for 
comment. Sue moved and Dana seconded a motion to reward the project to Canales 
Flooring for $15,000. An Ad Hoc committee of Trina, Amanda and Deb will make the 
final decision as to color and style. Motion carried. 
 
New Business:  
Future of Self-Checkout Machine. Amanda received two quotes for purchase. She 
checked with other libraries and Envisionware not only was recommended but was 
nearly $7,000 less expensive. This equipment will be funded by the Carnegie Grant.  
 
Closed Session: 
Convened to closed session per 19.85(1)(c) to consider employment, promotion, 
compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which 
governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility, specifically to discuss the 
annual evaluation of the Library Director. 
 
Adjourn:  Jim moved and Dana seconded a motion to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting 
adjourned at 5:20 p.m.  
 
Next scheduled board meeting—April 21, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. in the Library. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Merry Anderson, Secretary 
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Recreation Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

Monday, March 09, 2026 at 6:30 PM 

161 North Dickason Boulevard 

 
 

Roll Call – 6:34 – Carthew, Larson, Agnew, Hart, Rostad, Meyers.  Excused – Vos.  Absent – Hoppe-
Miller 
Determination of Quorum - Met 
Notice of Open Meeting - Posted 
Approval of Agenda – Motion Larson, 2nd Agnew.  Motion carried. 
Public Comment - None 
Approval of Minutes – Motion Rostad, 2nd Lawson.  Motion carried. 
1. Approval of February 9, 2026, Minutes 
Unfinished Business 
New Business 
2. Community Center Updates – Ideas, lack of participation, visited Watermark. 
3. Discuss and possibly take action on Refund and Cancellation Policy – Motion Rostad, 2nd Agnew to 

recommend $10 processing fee, credit to account and to recommend pool and rec use credits 
across programming.  Motion carried. 

4. Discuss and possibly take action on Scholarship Fund – Motion Rostad, 2nd Lawson to establish 
Recreation Program Support Fund with disbursement at the discretion of the Recreation Director 
for Recreation and the Community Center with the balance to carry over from year to year.  Motion 
carried.  Amy Jo to look into MyRec on financial support indication/explanation. 

5. Discussion on Summer Camp Programming and Seasonal Staff – Monday – Wednesday at 
Community Center, Thursday pool, Friday field trips.  Working with the library, STEAM. Hours from 
12-4.  Will open up applications tomorrow. 

Director Report 
Tai Chi, Motion and Mobility to be offered at Community Center.  MyRec to be used for check-in.  Plan 
to remodel with input from the community.  Plant Bingo at end of April.  Concerts in the Park – Amy Jo 
to shadow with Rec to take over in 2027.  Talk with Library about partnering for dinosaur movie this 
summer.  Goat naming bracket contest.  Would like QR code to enable donating to rec, community 
center. 
6. Update on Pavilion Staircase Project – Met for punch list to finish. 
*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
7. Next meeting date April 13, 2026 @ 6:30 PM 
Adjourn – 7:47 - Motion Lawson, 2nd Rostad.  Motion carried. 
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Common Council Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, April 08, 2026 at 6:35 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Mayor Hammer called the meeting to order at 8:21pm. The following members were present: Mayor 
Joe Hammer, Council President Molly Finkler, Alderperson Marcus Meier, Alderperson Trina 
Reid, Alderperson Amy Roelke, and Alderperson Ryan Rostad. Alderperson Michael Lawson was 
excused. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Meier to approve the agenda with no 
action to be taken on Items #4, and 5, and to move Item #9: Consider and take action regarding a 
Conditional Use Permit for an RV Staging Area - Parcel 1512.18 located on Commerce Drive (Robbins 
Creek Commerce Center) to follow the Consent Agenda. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

Public Comment (Public comments will be limited to three (3) minutes per speaker. Speakers must begin by 

stating their name and address for the record. To ensure that all individuals have an opportunity to be heard, the 
presiding officer may enforce the time limit and may call speakers to conclude their remarks when their time has 
expired.) 

None. 

Committee Minutes for File included Library (02/17/2026), PFC (02/04/2026), and Recreation 
(02/09/2026). 

Consent Agenda 

2. Motion made by Alderperson Meier, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to approve the Consent 
Agenda which included the Common Council Meeting minutes of 03/17/2026. Motion carried on a 
unanimous voice vote. 

New Business 

9. Consider and take action regarding a conditional use permit for RV staging area – Parcel 
1512.18 located on Commerce Drive (Robbins Creek Commerce Center) (PC 03/12/26): 

Motion made by Alderperson Meier, Seconded by Council President Finkler to approve the 
Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for an RV Staging Area on Parcel 1512.18 located on Commerce 
Drive - Robbins Creek Commerce Center.  

CED Kornmann clarified that this is considered an area of display of merchandise, not a parking 
lot, and shared that the conditions are listed within the CUP. 
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Alderperson Meier amended the motion to include "with all conditions (A - J) that were approved by 
Plan Commission on 03/12/2026."  Seconded by Council President Finkler. 

Alderperson Reid asked about liability regarding the water table in the area. Kornmann clarified 
that if she was referring to the Stormwater Permit, that is not included in this conditional use permit. 
Ruekert-Mielke has reviewed this and the stormwater detention ponds will be sufficient to serve 
that area of impervious surface. 

Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

3. Consider and take action on the Preliminary Assessments for the 2026 West School Street 
Reconstruction project (PH 04/08/26): 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Finkler to approve the Preliminary 
Assessments for the 2026 West School Street Reconstruction project.  

Mayor Hammer reminded all that there were questions/concerns raised during the Public Hearing 
by Sarah Motiff and Jeremy Roll regarding their corner lots and recent (within the last 6 years) 
reconstruction at 334 W. School Street recently paid for by homeowners and how they all would be 
financially affected. Further discussion by members resulted in the motion being withdrawn with no 
action taken. 

4. Consider and take action on award of bid for the Reconstruction of W. School Street to 
Forest Landscaping & Construction, Inc. in the amount of $2,755,700 (CoW 4/8/26): 

No action taken. 

5. Consider and take action on Task Order 2026-04 with Ruekert-Mielke for construction-
related services for W School Street (CoW 4/8/26): 

No action taken. 

6. Consider and take action on Resolution 08-26: A Resolution Authorizing the Issuance and 
Sale of $5,280,000 Electric and Waterworks System Revenue Bonds, Series 2026A (CC 
03/03/26): 

Greg Johnson from Ehlers shared the bond sale results from earlier in the day with Council 
members. The final true interest costs came in lower than the previous estimate thereby lowering 
the total debt service cost. The winning bid was received from Baird at $4,960,000. Motion made 
by Alderperson Meier, Seconded by Alderperson Roelke to adopt Resolution 08-26 in the amount 
of $4,960,000. Motion carried on a 5-0 Roll Call vote. 

7. Consider and take action on Resolution 09-26: A Resolution Authorizing the Issuance and 
Sale of $5,830,000 General Obligation Promissory Notes, Series 2026B (CC 03/03/26): 

Greg Johnson from Ehlers shared the bond sale results from earlier in the day with Council 
members. The final true interest costs came in lower than the previous estimate thereby lowering 
the total debt service cost. The winning bid was received from Baird at $5,750,000. Motion made 
by Alderperson Meier, Seconded by Alderperson Roelke to adopt Resolution 09-26 in the amount 
of $5,750,000. Motion carried on a 5-0 Roll Call vote. 

8. Consider and take action regarding Wisconsin Department of Transportation Functional 
Classification System for Columbus Fall River (CoW 4/8/26): 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Reid to approve the WI DOT's 
Functional Classification System for Columbus Fall River, presented as Resolution 07-26: Approval 
of Changes to the Columbus Fall River Functional Classification System. Motion carried on a 
unanimous voice vote.  
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9. Consider and take action regarding a conditional use permit for RV staging area – Parcel 
1512.18 located on Commerce Drive (Robbins Creek Commerce Center). (PC 03/12/26): 

See above. 

10. Consider and take action regarding Rest Haven alteration previously approved by the 
Council (CC 01/06/26): 

Kornmann shared that HLPC has been fundraising for the restoration of Rest Haven, which was 
built in 1923. They are wishing to add on to the original project regarding front door replacement 
with handicap accessibility approved by Council. They now wish to include replacement of the side 
entrance doors making them the handicap entrance instead, while still replacing the front door. 
This increases the total cost, and HLPC is requesting the approved monies be increased up to 
$50,000. Ruth Hermanson also shared details of the improved design.  

Motion made by Alderperson Meier, Seconded by Alderperson Roelke to approve as presented. 
Alderperson Meier questioned if this request now needed three competitive bids as the dollar 
amount now exceeds $25,000. If the front doors were replaced as a "Phase 1" of the total project, 
they would have to conform to the ADA laws and be replaced with handicap accessibility. 
Administrator Amundson would like City Attorney Johnson to weigh in on how to proceed and he 
outlined how he would like to see the process flow from idea to completion. Alderperson Meier 
withdrew his motion, seconded by Finkler. Council approved on a unanimous voice vote. 
Amundson will follow up with Attorney Johnson. 

11. Consider and take action on Claims in the amount of $270,208.67: 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Meier to approve the claims in the 
amount of $270,208.67. Motion carried on a 5-0 Roll Call vote. 

 

Report of City Officers – City Administrator, Mayor 

Amundson thanked Clerk Caine and an army of volunteers for a successful election day. Caine shared 
that 1391 voters turned out which is 42% of the registered voters. A great turnout for a spring election. 

Mayor Hammer also thanked Caine and her crew, and the voters. He congratulated the Columbus 
Archery Team for their great showing at State and many participants will be moving forward to 
Nationals. This Sunday, April 12, 2026 is the Annual Fireman Department's Pancake Breakfast. There 
is a vacancy on the HLPC and two on the Tourism Committee. 

District 1 Alders, Amundson and the Mayor will be participating in a neighborhood walk on April 9, 2026 
beginning at City Hall at 5:00pm. The other Districts will have their walks in the next couple of weeks. 
More information is on the website. 

Adjourn 

Motion made by Council President Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Meier to adjourn at 9:23pm. 
Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 

10

Item #2.



 

Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, April 21, 2026 at 6:30 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Council President Molly Finkler called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. Members present 
included: Mayor Joe Hammer, Council President Molly Finkler, Alderperson Michael 
Lawson, Alderperson Trina Reid, Alderperson Amy Roelke and Alderperson Ryan Rostad. Alderperson 
Marcus Meier was excused. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by Alderperson Roelke, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to approve the agenda with the 
removal of Items #1, and #2 due to lack of official notice. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

Public Comment (Public comments will be limited to three (3) minutes per speaker. Speakers must begin by 

stating their name and address for the record. To ensure that all individuals have an opportunity to be heard, the 
presiding officer may enforce the time limit and may call speakers to conclude their remarks when their time has 
expired.) 

None. 

New Business 

1. Discussion regarding the award of bid for W. School Street Reconstruction to Forest 
Landscaping & Construction, Inc. in the amount of $2,755,700: 

No action taken. 

2. Discussion regarding Task Order No. 2026-04 with Ruekert-Mielke for construction-related 
services for the W. School Street project: 

No action taken. 

3. Discussion on Request for Proposals (RFP) related to Auditing Services: 

Finance Director Riddle shared that staff is establishing a best practice of reviewing city contracted 
services every five years. This, in addition to timeliness issues with the current provider has 
prompted this request. Administrator Amundson shared that next year Engineering Services should 
also be reviewed. IT went out for RFP two years' ago. Members agreed to move forward to the 
April 21, 2026 Common Council meeting. 

4. Dicussion regaring quotes received for Fire Station door repairs: 

Chief Hazeltine presented the quotes received for repairing the torsion springs and operator for the 
Fire Station rear door. Alderperson Lawson asked if there were any concerns with the quotes or 
the vendors presented. Hazeltine stated that Rod's Doors, LLC does not perform emergency 
repairs. He is recommending using Peak Garage Doors with a cost of $9,115. Members agreed to 
move forward to the April 21, 2026 Common Council meeting. 
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5. Discussion of Lease Agreement for the Community Garden: 

Amundson shared that with the upcoming sale of the Tower Drive Property, the Community 
Garden will need to be relocated. There is a consensus of thought to move it to a space adjacent 
to the Butterfly Garden on River Road. Public Works would be available to assist in the relocation. 
Upon completion of the Tower Drive project, discussion could take place regarding the possibility 
of moving it back to that area if the community would be interested. During discussion, there was a 
consensus to add verbiage within the agreement to require clean up of the garden at the end of the 
season. Members agreed to move forward to the April 21, 2026 Common Council meeting. 

 

Adjourn 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to adjourn at 6:39pm. Motion 
carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Common Council Meeting - Minutes 

Tuesday, April 21, 2026 at 6:35 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Mayor Hammer called the meeting to order at 6:40pm. Members present included: Mayor Joe 
Hammer, Council President Molly Finkler, Alderperson Michael Lawson, Alderperson Trina 
Reid, Alderperson Amy Roelke, and Alderperson Ryan Rostad. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by Council President Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Roelke to approve the meeting 
agenda with the removal of Items #7, and #8 and to move Item #`14: Consider and take action 
regarding the Development Agreement between the City and Lamps Landing LLC - Parcel 1114.1 to 
follow Item #3. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

Public Comment (Public comments will be limited to three (3) minutes per speaker. Speakers must 
begin by stating their name and address for the record. To ensure that all individuals have an 
opportunity to be heard, the presiding officer may enforce the time limit and may call speakers to 
conclude their remarks when their time has expired.) 

None. 

Department Reports for File included Community & Economic Development (03/2026), Finance 
(01/2026), (02/2026), and (03/2026), Library (03/2026), Police (03/2026). 

Consent Agenda 

Motion made by Council President Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Roelke to approve the 
consent agenda which included the Public Hearing, and Committee of the Whole and Common 
Council Meeting Minutes from 04/08/2026; Street Closing Application from Columbus Chamber of 
Commerce for Red Bud Days on May 9, 2026; Temporary Class "B" Alcohol License for St. 
Jerome's monthly Bingo nights; and Mayoral Appointments. Motion carried on a unanimous voice 
vote. 

New Business 

3. Election of Council President: 

Mayor Hammer read the rules and called for nominations for the Council President position.  
Alderperson Rostad nominated Alderperson Finkler. Hearing no more  nominations, nominations 
were closed and a secret ballot election took place. 

Alderperson Finkler received three (5) votes. Alderperson Finkler was declared the winner and the 
next Council President for the City of  Columbus. 
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14. Consider and take action regarding the development agreement between the City and 
Lamps Landing LLC – Parcel 114.1. (CC 02/17/26): 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Roelke to approve the 
Development Agreement between the City of Columbus and Lamps Landing LLC for parcel 
#1114.1 on Tower Drive. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

4. Consider and take action on Resolution 10-26: A Resolution Ratifying Resolutions 08-26 
and 09-26 Approving Bond Sales adopted on April 8,2026. (CC 04/08/26): 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Council President Finkler to adopt Resolution 
10-26: A Resolution Ratifying Resolutions 08-26 and 09-26 Approving Bond Sales adopted on April 
8,2026. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote at 6:52pm. 

5. Consider and take action on Request for Proposals (RFP) related to legal services. (CoW 
04/08/26): 

Motion made by Council President Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Roelke to approve the RFP 
for Legal Services. It was noted that requested changes from the draft copy reviewed on April 8, 
2026 were included allowing flexibility to allow a separate proposal for prosecution services. Motion 
carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

6. Consider and take action on the Preliminary Assessments for the 2026 West School Street 
Reconstruction project. (CoW 04/08/26): 

Motion made by Alderperson Roelke, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to accept the Preliminary 
Assessments for the 2026 West School Street Reconstruction project. Alderperson Rostad shared 
that he met with his constituents at 411 Hibbard Street and wanted to clarify their request regarding 
sidewalk re-installation on the northern side of their property which the city previously installed and 
paid for during the Hibbard Street reconstruction. When it was installed, it was at 4', which means it 
will have to be removed and reinstalled during this years' project, in order to widen. They would like 
to know if they will be responsible for full payment. Engineer Leitha confirmed they will be 
assessed at 50% of the cost. The credit policy does not apply in this case since there was no cost 
to the homeowner originally. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

7. Consider and take action on award of bid for the Reconstruction of W. School Street to 
Forest Landscaping & Construction, Inc. in the amount of $2,755,700. (CoW 04/08/26): 

No action taken. 

8. Consider and take action on Task Order 2026-04 with Ruekert-Mielke for construction-
related services for W School Street in an amount not to exceed $238,700. (CoW 04/08/26): 

No action taken. 

9. Consider and take action on the job description and compensation for the Public Works 
Utilities Director. (UC 04/16/26): 

Motion made by Council President Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad with flexibility of a 
title to be decided at a later date. Motion carried on a 5-0 Roll Call vote. 

10. Consider and take action on the creation of a Utilities Assistant Director and approval of the 
job description and authorization to begin the recruitment process. (UC 04/16/26): 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Council President Finkler to approve the 
creation of a Utilities Assistant Director and approval of the job description and authorization to 
begin the recruitment process. Motion carried on a 5-0 Roll Call vote. 
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11. Consider and take action on Request for Proposals (RFP) related to Auditing Services. 
(CoW 04/21/26): 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Reid to approve the RFP related 
to Auditing Services. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

12. Consider and take action on the award of quote to Peak Garage Doors for Fire Department 
Apparatus Bay Door Opener & Springs Replacement in an amount not to exceed $9,115. 
(CoW 04/21/26): 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Roelke to award Peak Garage 
Doors their quote in the amount of $9,115 to replace the Fire Department apparatus bay door 
opener and springs replacement. Motion carried on a 5-0 Roll Call vote.  

13. Consider and take action on Lease Agreement for the Community Garden. (CoW 04/21/26): 

Motion made by Council President Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Reid to approve the Lease 
Agreement for the Community Garden with the addition of required clean up at the end of the 
season. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

14. Consider and take action regarding the development agreement between the City and 
Lamps Landing LLC – Parcel 114.1. (CC 02/17/26): 

See above. 

15. Consider and take action on claims in the amount of $479,249.97: 

Motion made by Alderperson Roelke, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to approve payment of 
the claims in the amount of $479,249.97. Motion carried on a 5-0 Roll Call vote. 

 

Report of City Officers – City Administrator, Mayor 

Amundson thanked Randy Myrum and staff in assisting in storm cleanup. 27 homes lost electricity and 
lots of trees came down. The Pavilion's roof suffered roof damage and lost its' chimney and shingles. 

Mayor Hammer also thanked the Police and Fire departments for their assistance during the storms. 

Chief Weiner announced that Saturday, April 25, 2026 is Drug Take-Back Day at the Police 
Department. 

Adjourn 

Motion made by Alderperson Roelke, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to adjourn at 7:12pm. Motion 
carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Common Council Workshop - Minutes 

Tuesday, April 21, 2026 at 7:00 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Members and staff members present moved to the Ward Room for the Workshop. 

Mayor Hammer called the Workshop to order at 7:17pm. Members present included: Mayor Joe 
Hammer, Council President Molly Finkler, Alderperson Michael Lawson, Alderperson Trina Reid, 
Alderperson Amy Roelke, and Alderperson Ryan Rostad. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Discussion Items 

1. Items for discussion include Stormwater Utility Funding, Future Staffing Requests, and Committee 
Structure. 

Adjourn 

Motion made by Council President Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Roelke to adjourn at 9:00pm. 
Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Common Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, April 28, 2026 at 6:30 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Mayor Hammer called the meeting to order at 6:36pm. Members present included: Mayor Joe 
Hammer, Council President Molly Finkler, Alderperson Michael Lawson, Alderperson Amy Roelke 
and Alderperson Ryan Rostad. Alder Reid was excused. 

Sam Bowman from Ruekert-Mielke was present via Zoom. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by Council President Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to approve the agenda. 
Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

Public Comment (Public comments will be limited to three (3) minutes per speaker. Speakers must begin by 

stating their name and address for the record. To ensure that all individuals have an opportunity to be heard, the 
presiding officer may enforce the time limit and may call speakers to conclude their remarks when their time has 
expired.) 

None. 

New Business 

1. Consider and take action on award of bid for the Reconstruction of W. School Street to 
Forest Landscaping & Construction, Inc. in the amount of $2,755,700. (CoW 04/08/26): 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Roelke to approve the award of 
bid for the reconstruction of W. School Street to Forest Landscaping & Construction, Inc. in the 
amount of $2,755,700.  This project also includes the parking lot project of Warner Park, Meister 
Park, Meister Park Lift Station, and Waterloo Lift Station from Summer 2025. Motion carried on a  
4-0 Roll Call vote. 

2. Consider and take action on Task Order 2026-04 with Ruekert-Mielke for construction-
related services for W School Street in an amount not to exceed $238,700. (CoW 04/08/26): 

Motion made by Alderperson Lawson, Seconded by Council President Finkler to approve and pay 
Task Order 2026-04 with Ruekert-Mielke for construction related services for W. School Street in 
an amount not to exceed $238,700. Motion carried on a 4-0 Roll Call vote. 

Adjourn 

Motion made by Council President Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Roelke to adjourn at 6:41pm. 
Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type:  Common Council Meeting 

Meeting Date:   May 5, 2026 

 

Item Title: Mayoral Council Member Appointments 

Submitted By: Joe Hammer, Mayor 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: The Council appointments to boards, committees and 
commissions expire each year in May and the Mayor must appoint or re-appoint Council members to 
each. 

The attached list includes Council Member appointments to the various boards, committees and 
commissions for the term of May 1, 2026 – April 30, 2027. 

 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

List of appointments for various boards, committees, and commissions. 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Approve Mayor Hammer’s Council Member appointments to various boards, committees, and 
commissions for 2026. 
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2026 COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, COMMITTEES 

 

Alder Trina Reid:   Library Board 

             Police & Fire Commission 

 

Alder Molly Finkler: Columbus Utility Commission 

                 Plan Commission 

 

Alder Amy Roelke:   CAAC 

                Tourism Commission 

 

Alder Michael Lawson:   Community Development Authority 

              Public Spaces Committee 

 

Alder Ryan Rostad:  Hillside Cemetery Association 

                Recreation Committee 

 

Alder :    

 

 

Mayor Joe Hammer:   CHLPC 

          CAAC 

          Columbus Utility Commission 

          Board of Review 

          Tourism Commission 

          Eastern Columbia County Municipal Court Board 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Committee of the Whole & Common Council 

Meeting Date: May 5, 2026 

 

Item Title: Ordinance Council Vacancies 

Submitted By: Matt Amundson, City Administrator 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

Marcus Meier has resigned from the Common Council. I recommend that the Council review and adopt 

an ordinance outlining the process for filling vacancies, and then follow that process both now and in 

the future. If the ordinance is adopted on May 5, 2026 the vacancy could be posted on May 6, 2026 and 

the appointment could be placed on the May 19, 2026 Council agenda. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Draft Ordinance 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Adopt Ordinance regarding how to fill Council vacancies 
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CITY OF COLUMBUS 

ORDINANCE NO. 814-26  
 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL AND RECREATE SECTION 2-31 OF THE CITY OF 

COLUMBUS CODE OF ORDINANCES CONCERNING  

COMPOSITION OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

 

The Common Council of the City of Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin, does 

ordain as follows: 

 

1. Section 2-31 Composition, is repealed in its entirety and recreated to now read as 

follows: 

 

2-31  Composition.  

(1) The City Council shall consist of the Mayor and two council members from each 

district who shall be elected for two-year terms.   

(2) In the event of a vacancy to a City Council member’s seat, as determined by § 

17.23 of the Wisconsin Statutes as amended from time to time, the vacant City 

Council member’s seat shall be filled by the members of a City Council using 

the following procedure: 

a. Upon receiving notice of a vacant council member seat on the City 

Council, the Mayor shall make a public announcement of the vacancy at 

the next regularly scheduled City Council meeting.  At that time, the 

Mayor shall also direct the City Clerk to post public notice of the vacancy 

on the City website.   

b. The public notice shall state the district in which the vacancy is 

occurring, and that any resident of the district that has reached voting age 

has 10 days from the date of the public announcement to notify the City 

Clerk in writing of his or her intent to seek appointment to the vacant 

City Council seat. 

c. At the end of the 10-day period, if there is one applicant for the vacant 

City Council seat, the applicant shall be invited to the next scheduled 

Council meeting to discuss the possibility of being appointed to the 

vacant City Council seat. 

d. If there is more than 1 applicant for the vacant City Council seat, all 

applicants shall be invited to the next scheduled Council meeting to make 

a presentation of not more than 10 minutes to the Council.  Each 10-

minute presentation shall include a short statement from the applicant 

and questions from the Council. 

e. The consideration and possible selection of a member to serve a vacancy 

will be the last agenda item on the Council agenda for that meeting. 

f. At the City Council meeting, a member of the City Council shall 

nominate a person to fill the vacant City Council seat. The nomination 

shall be seconded by another member of the City Council. After all 

nominations have been moved and seconded, the members of the City 
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Council shall vote on the nominations.  In the event of a tie, the Mayor 

shall cast the tie-breaking vote.  

g. If the members of the City Council prefer to use a different method to 

fill a vacant City Council seat, the Council may suspend the rules 

pursuant to section 2-52 of the City Code, and then create a separate 

process for filling a vacant City Council seat.  

 

2. If any portion of this Ordinance or its application on any person or circumstances is 

held invalid, the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or any other provision herein or 

its application shall not be affected.  

 

3. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage and publication or 

posting, as required by law. 

 

 

 

Adopted this ____ day of _______________, 2026. 

 

 

 CITY OF COLUMBUS 
 

 

 

By: ___________________________  By: __________________________ 

 Joseph A. Hammer, Mayor    Susan L. Caine, Clerk 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Committee of the Whole & Common Council  

Meeting Date: May 5, 2026 

 

Item Title: Utilities & Public Works Merger 

Submitted By: Matt Amundson, City Administrator 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

Purpose 

The purpose of this memo is to present naming options for a consolidated department that 

encompasses the City’s Utility operations (Electric, Water, Sewer) and Public Works functions 

(Streets, Parks), and to provide a recommendation for Council consideration. 

 

Background 

As the City continues to evaluate organizational efficiency, there is value in clearly identifying and 

branding departments in a way that is understandable to residents, functional for staff, and appropriate 

for formal use in ordinances, policies, budgets, and intergovernmental communications. A consolidated 

department name should reflect the full scope of services provided while maintaining clarity and 

professionalism. 

 

Department Name Options 

The following naming options are grouped by general theme for discussion purposes. 

Traditional / Straightforward 

These options emphasize clarity and are commonly recognized in municipal governance. 

 Department of Public Works & Utilities 

 Public Works and Utility Services 

 Public Services Department 

 Infrastructure & Utilities Department 

 Municipal Services Department 
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Community-Focused 

These options emphasize service delivery and quality of life. 

 Community Services Department 

 Community Operations Department 

 City Services & Utilities 

Operations-Focused 

These titles align well with field-based crews and daily service delivery. 

 Field Operations Department 

 Municipal Operations & Utilities 

 Public Operations Department 

Simplified / Branding-Friendly 

These are shorter names useful for signage, vehicles, and public communication. 

 City Services 

 Public Services 

 City Infrastructure 

 Works & Utilities 

 Community Works 

 

Recommendation 

For formal municipal use—including ordinances, budgets, and intergovernmental communication—staff 

recommends the following as the primary option: 

Department of Public Works & Utilities 

This name: 

 Clearly communicates the department’s responsibilities 

 Is widely recognized by residents and partnering agencies 

 Aligns with common municipal naming conventions 

 Minimizes confusion during transitions or audits 
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Next Steps 

1. Council direction on the preferred department name 

2. If approved, update references in governing documents, organizational charts, and public 

materials 

3. Incorporate the name into future budget and staffing discussions 

4. Adopt Ordinance having Public Works items go before the Utility Commission 

 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Draft Ordinance to Amend Section 2-41(b) and to Create Section 102-58(h) of the City of Columbus Code 

Of Ordinances 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Consider and take possible action on naming of combined Department and adoption of Ordinance 
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CITY OF COLUMBUS 

ORDINANCE NO. 815-26  
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 2-41(b) AND TO CREATE SECTION 102-

58(h) OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS CODE OF ORDINANCES  

 

 

The Common Council of the City of Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin, does 

ordain as follows: 

 

1. The first sentence of Section 2-41(b) is deleted and replaced with the following text: 

 

The Common Council, sitting as a Committee of the Whole, will hear all matters 

concerning personnel, finance and other matters for which referral to a committee is 

not appropriate.  

 

2. Section 102-58(h) is created to read as follows: 

 

(h) The Common Council delegates all matters concerning public works to the 

Utility Commission to be discussed and for the Commission to make 

recommendation concerning such issues to the Common Council. 

 

3. Severability.  If any portion of this Ordinance or its application on any person or 

circumstances is held invalid, the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or any other 

provision herein or its application shall not be affected.  

 

4. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage and 

publication or posting, as required by law. 

 

 

 

Adopted this ____ day of _______________, 2026. 

 

 

 CITY OF COLUMBUS 

 

 

 

By: ___________________________  By: __________________________ 

 Joseph Hammer, Mayor    Susan L. Caine, Clerk 
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City of Columbus Recreation 

Department Support Fund 
 

The City of Columbus believes that everyone, regardless of circumstance, should be 

able to participate and feel included in City-sponsored recreation opportunities. Our 

Support Fund has been established to offer programs and services at a reduced rate to 

reduce the barriers of those experiencing financial hardship.  

 

About the Program 

o Support funds may be available to residents of Columbus and Fall River, subject 

to the discretion of the Recreation Director and available funding. 

o Families can receive support funds to be used towards most programs, activities, 

and events. The scholarship amount may vary per calendar year depending on 

funds available.  

o Not included in the support fund program 

o Community Event Vendor Spaces 

o Facility Rentals 

o WPRA Ticket Program 

o CAAC programs are currently excluded from the support fund 

program. 

o Families are eligible for support funds up to $100.00 in support fund credit.  

o Maximum regular price program, activity, or events of $200.00 

o Families eligible for support fund will receive a 50% discount on the cost of 

programs, activities, or events.  

How/When to Apply 

o Only one applicant per household should apply through the MyRec portal (all 

names listed on the form should reside at the same address).  

o MyRec Portal Support Fund Link 

o Applicants will need to create an online portal if they do not have one:  
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o City of Columbus Recreation Department: Online Registration by 

MyRec.com Recreation Management Software 

o Hard copy request forms are available at the Columbus Recreation Department 

at 161 N Dickason Blvd. Columbus, WI. 

o Applicant must apply for support funds at least 30 days prior to start of desired 

program, activity, or event.  

o Applicants will be notified via email (or in-person or by phone if email is not 

present) of the status of their application within five business days of the 

Columbus Recreation Department receiving the request.  

o Upon approval, the balance of your funds will be viewable in your online account 

through the MyRec portal. In the checkout screen, you will be able to pay for the 

program, activity, or event with those funds. The remaining balance upon 

checkout can be paid via cash, check, or credit card. 

o No documentation is required to request or be approved for a scholarship. 

However, the City of Columbus Recreation Department reserves the right to 

request documentation at any time for audit purposes. All requests and 

documentation are kept confidential. 
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2026 
City of Columbus Pavilion Venue Contract 

Name of User: 

Address: Resident: Y/N 
City and State: Zip Code: 53704 
Phone #: Phone #: 608.622.3915 
Email: (please write legibly):  
Dates requesting: Full or half day (circle) 
(2):  Full or half day (circle) 
(3):  Full or half day (circle) 

Rental 
Status 

Deposit 
Weekday 

Rent per day 
Weekday. 

WI. 
Tax 

Deposit  
Weekend 

Rent per day 
Weekend. WI. Tax 

Addt'l Time 
Rented 

Addt'l Time 
Tax Total 

Resident $600 $600 $33 $2,000 $2,000 $110 $1,000 $165 

Nonresident $850 $850 $46.75 $3,000 $2,500 $137.50 $1,250 $206.25 
Nonprofit 
Resident $500.00 $500.00 - 

$500 
$1,000 $1,000 - 

Nonprofit 
Nonresident $750 $750 - 

$1500 
$1,875 $1,875.00 - 

**Note: The additional time rented is (1) half-day Friday and (1) half-day Sunday. 

Rental Fees 

• Full day Rentals are 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. (Monday – Sunday) regardless of what time the
renter(s) arrive.

• Specific half-day rentals (either 7:00 a.m. to 3 p.m. or 4:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m.) are charged one half of
a full day rental fee. Weekday rates are individual days, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday.

• Weekend rates are individual days Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.
• Holiday rates are the same as a weekend rate.
• Off-season rates apply to the months January and February. Off-season rates receive a 20%

discount on the rental fee schedule shown above.
• Smoking in the Pavilion will result in a full forfeiture of all fees collected. No exceptions. Any

evidence of smoking in the building will result in a forfeit of any fees paid for rent and deposit. Evidence
of smoking by the Renter and / or Renter’s associates, guests, invitees, contractors, and all other
people whatsoever who enter the venue during the rental period, whether or not such persons did so
with Renter’s knowledge or consent, will result in loss of full deposit amount.

Reservations 
Reservations are on a first-come, first-serve basis and are not considered complete until this agreement is 
signed, and the deposit is paid in full. The security deposit must be paid in full when the agreement is 
signed to reserve the date. Rental fees must be paid in full at least 60 days prior to the rental. If the renter 
cancels the rental less than 60 days prior to the event the security deposit will be forfeited and any rent 
payment collected will be returned. If the renter cancels less than 30 days prior to the event, the rental 
fee/sales tax, and security deposit with be forfeited. 

A. Use of the online service to pay rental fees have a transaction fee associated with that use. Any fee
charged by the online service is the responsibility of the renter.

B. Rental fees are subject to Wisconsin State sales tax. Security deposits are not subject to sales tax.
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council 

Meeting Date: May 5, 2026 

 

Item Title: Consider and take action to approve sending an application for local historic 
designation of Fireman’s Park to the Historic Landmarks and Preservation 
Commission for review. (HLPC 4/22/26) 

Submitted By: David Bennett, Communications & Economic Development Coordinator 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

The Historic Landmarks Preservation Commission (HLPC) has identified the Fireman’s Park Complex 
as a potential site for local historic designation. The park complex with its contributing structures; the 
Pavilion, Rest Haven, and Pavilion Wall, is currently listed on the State and National Register of Historic 
Places. The addition of a local historic designation to the site will subject the contributing buildings to 
obtain Certificates of Appropriateness when modifying the exterior of these structures along with 
obtaining approval by the HLPC for demolition. HLPC would have to be notified of any public hearings 
regarding zoning, conditional use, or variance petitions involving the designated property. 

The purpose of the local historic designation is to help protect the historic integrity of the contributing 
structures. As the municipal owner of the property, the City in not able to claim historic tax credits. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

 Application for Local Historic Designation of Fireman’s Park 

 HLPC Draft Minutes from April 22, 2026 

 

Action Requested of the Council: 

Determine if the City as the owner of the Fireman’s Park Complex, located at 1049 Park Ave. would like 
to proceed with applying for local historic designation and if so, to send the application to Historic 
Landmarks Preservation Commission for review and begin the local historic designation process. 

 

Strategic Plan Objective: None 
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Date application received: _______________      Application received by: 

_______________________ 

Page | 1  
 

APPLICATION FOR LOCAL LANDMARK/HISTORIC DESIGNATION 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, WI 

HISTORIC LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

This application packet is used to file an application(s) for the nomination of a property as locally 

designated structure, site, neighborhood, or district. This application is to be submitted to the City Clerk. 

Please refer to the attached relevant Zoning Code, Chapter 114, Article V, Division 9 for Historic Sites and 

Structures. 

Applicant’s Contact Information 
Name: Phone: 
Mailing Address: 

 
City: State: Zip: 
Email:  

Property Owner’s Contact Information 
Name: Phone: 
Mailing Address: 

 
City: State: Zip: 
Email:  
☐ Owner Consent. Check if the property owner has given written consent of the proposed 

designation. 

☐ Owner Notification. Check if the property owner was notified of this application by certified mail. 

If more than one property owner, please attach additional contact information for 
each. 

Property Description 
Owner’s Name(s): City of Columbus 
Historic Property Name: Fireman’s Park 
Original Owner(s): City of Columbus 

Parcel Number: 814 

Property Address: 1049 Park Avenue 

 
City: Columbus State: WI Zip: 53925 
Year Built: 1917, 
1923 

Architect: Alfred C. Clas Builder:  

Legal Description: PRT OF LOTS 1 TO 12; 
BLK 1; FARNHAM ADD. (PARK) 
 
 

Original Use: Park, dance hall, recreational 
wayside 
 
 

Additional Information (check any that is included) 

☒ Map. Has a map delineating the boundaries and location of the property proposed for local 

designation been included with this application? 
 

☒ Written Statement. Has a description of the property and setting forth reasons in support 

of the local designation proposed been included with this application? Reasons must align 
was stated in 114-176. 
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Date application received: _______________      Application received by: 

_______________________ 

Page | 2  
 

 

Additional Information continued… (check any that is included) 

☐ Owner(s) Consent. Has a written consent to the proposed designation been included with 

this application? 
 

☐ Mail Certification. Has confirmation of certified mail notifying the property owner been 

included with this application? 
 

☐ Additional. Has additional information, not requested on this application, been included 

with this application? 

Criteria for Local Designation (check any that apply) 

☒ Significance. The proposed property exemplifies, reflects, or holds significant value as 

part of the broad cultural, political, economic, or social history of the nation, state, or city. 
 

☐ Historic Identity. The proposed property is identified with historic parsonages or with 

important events in nation, state, or local history. 

 
☒ Value. The proposed property embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an 

architectural type or specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period, style, method of 
construction, or of indigenous materials or craftsmanship. 
 

☒ Representation. The proposed property is representative of the notable work of a master 

builder, designer, or architect whose individual genius influenced his age. 

 
☒ Community Identity. The proposed property is identifiable by established and familiar 

visual features in the community owing to its unique location or physical characteristics. 

Applicant Signature 
Signature: 
 
 

Date: 

 

** Required Application Materials ** 

 Current and historic photographs of exterior of existing structure(s). 

 Written statement describing the applicant’s relationship to the property to be 
designated. This statement should indicate the applicant’s interest in or 
association with this property. 

 Written statement describing how this property meets at least one of the criteria 
for local designation as a landmark or historic district contained in Section 
599.210 of the City Code. 

 Written statement describing the physical condition of the property and whether 
the property retains integrity (i.e. the ability to communicate its historical 
significance as evident in its location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling and association.) 
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Date application received: _______________      Application received by: 

_______________________ 
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MUNICIPAL CODE 
Chapter 114 - ZONING 

ARTICLE V. - SUPPLEMENTARY USE AND STRUCTURE REGULATIONS 
DIVISION 9. HISTORIC SITES AND STRUCTURES 

 

 

DIVISION 9. HISTORIC SITES AND STRUCTURES 
 

Sec. 114-173. Purpose and intent. 

It is declared a matter of public policy that the protection, enhancement, perpetuation and use of 
improvements of special character or special historical interest or value is a public necessity and is required in the 
interest of health, prosperity, safety and welfare of the people. The purpose of this division is to:  

(1) Effect and accomplish the protection, enhancement and perpetuation of such improvements that 
represent or reflect elements of the city's cultural, social, economic, political, engineering and 
architectural history.  

(2) Safeguard the city's historic and cultural heritage as embodied and reflected in such historic structures, 
sites, districts and neighborhoods.  

(3) Stabilize and improve property values.  

(4) Foster civic pride in the beauty and noble accomplishments of the past.  

(5) Protect and enhance the city's attractions for residents, tourists and visitors and to serve as a support 
and stimulus to business and industry.  

(6) Strengthen the economy of the city.  

(7) Promote the use of historic structures, sites, districts and neighborhoods for the education, pleasure 
and welfare of the people of the city.  

(Ord. No. 643-09, §§ I, II, 4-8-09) 

 

Sec. 114-176. Historic structures, sites, neighborhoods and districts designation criteria. 

(1) For purposes of this division, an historic structure, site, neighborhood or district designation may be placed 
on any site, natural or improved, including any building, improvement or structure located thereon or any 
area of particular historic, architectural or cultural significance to the city in accordance with the criteria 
detailed in this section. Designation shall be based on a comprehensive consideration of all relevant factors. 
Within this division, properties granted historic structure, site, neighborhood or district designation are 
referred to as "designated properties".  

(2) Designation may be granted to structures, sites, neighborhoods or districts that:  

(a) Exemplify, reflect or hold significant value as part of the broad cultural, political, economic or social 
history of the nation, state or city;  

(b) Are identified with historic personages or with important events in national, state or local history;  

(c) Embody the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen, inherently valuable for 
a study of a period, style, method of construction or of indigenous materials or craftsmanship; or  

(d) Are representative of the notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his age.  
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(e) Are identifiable as established and familiar visual features in the community owing to their unique 
location or physical characteristics.  

(Ord. No. 643-09, §§ I, II, 4-8-09) 

 

Sec. 114-177. Landmark and historic district designation—Procedures. 

(1) Application.  

(a) Any person, group of persons or association, may apply for historic structure, site, district or 
neighborhood designation for property and improvements located within the corporate limits of the 
city. The owner of any property that is currently designated may apply for a rescission of that 
dedication following the same procedures. Where this section refers to procedures applicable to the 
nomination and designation of properties, those procedures also apply to the rescission of dedication 
unless otherwise stated. When rescission is requested for economic reasons it shall only be considered 
in accordance with parameters established under subsection 114-182(2).  

(b) Nominations shall be made to the preservation commission on forms provided for that purpose. The 
application shall include or be accompanied by the following:  

1. The name and address, as shown on the tax assessor's rolls of the owner of property proposed for 

designation.  

2. The legal description and common street address of property proposed for designation.  

3. A map delineating the boundaries and location of property proposed for designation.  

4. A written statement describing the property and setting forth reasons in support of the designation 

proposed.  

5. An indication of whether or not the owner(s) consents to the proposed designation.  

6. Such other information as may be required by the preservation commission.  

(2) Notification of nomination and preliminary review. Upon receipt of an application for designation or 
rescission, the chairman of the preservation commission shall schedule a preliminary review to be held 
within 45 days. He shall notify the applicant and the property owner(s) of the time and place of the 
preliminary review. The city tax assessor, public works department, parks division, fire and police 
departments, health officer, building inspector and plan commission shall also be notified with the request 
that they each report to the preservation commission in a timely manner on any matters affecting the 
subject property or surrounding area.  

(3) Public hearing and decision.  

(a) Scheduling of the public hearing. If the preservation commission finds at the time of the preliminary 
review that an application merits further consideration, then a public hearing shall be scheduled to 
be held within the next 60 days. The preservation commission shall notify the city tax assessor, 
public works department, parks division, fire and police departments, health officer, building 
inspector and plan commission. Each such department shall respond to the commission within 30 
days of notification with its comments on the proposed designation or rescission. 

(b) Notice of the public hearing. In cases of a nomination of a structure or site, notice of the date, time, 
place and purpose of the public hearing and a copy of the completed nomination form shall be sent 
to the owners of record of the nominated property, to the nominator(s), and to the owners of 
record as listed in the office of the city assessor of all property in whole or in part situated within 
200 feet of the boundaries of the nominated property at least ten days prior to the date of the 
hearing. In cases of a nomination of an area as a historic district or historic neighborhood, notice of 
the date, time, place and purpose of the public hearing and a copy of the completed nomination 
form shall be sent to the owners of record of each property located within the boundaries of the 
nominated historic district or historic neighborhood and to the nominator(s), at least ten days prior 
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to the date of the hearing. Notice of such hearing shall also be published as a Class 1 notice under 
state statutes stating the common street address and legal description of a nominated structure or 
site or legal description and boundaries of a nominated district along with the date, time, place and 
purpose of the public hearing. Requirements set forth in this subsection also apply to applications 
for rescission.  

(c) Required materials. The applicant shall produce at the time of the hearing such information as the 
preservation commission may require including, but not limited to, the following:  

1. All information required with the application.  

2. A visual presentation of the significant improvements on the subject property, 
together with information as to the age, condition and use of each.  

3. Proposals for preservation and enhancement of the property proposed for 
designation or a detailed explanation of the reason rescission is requested.  

(d) Conduct of the hearing. The preservation commission shall conduct such public hearing. The 
applicant and the owners of subject property shall be entitled to speak at the public hearing and the 
preservation commission will accept comments from all other interested parties. In addition to 
notified persons and members of the general public, the preservation commission may hear expert 
witnesses and shall have the power to subpoena such witnesses and records as it deems necessary. 
The preservation commission may conduct an independent investigation into the proposed 
designation or rescission. The preservation commission shall review and evaluate all available 
information according to the applicable standards set forth herein. A record of the proceedings shall 
be made and retained as a public record.  

(e) Approval timeline. The preservation commission shall approve, approve with modifications or deny 
the requested designation within ten days after the public hearing; provided, however, that the 
preservation commission may not modify a designation to extend beyond the property described in 
the application unless a new application is filed and the procedure repeated. Rescission of 
designation for economic reasons is subject to timelines as specified under subsection 114-182(2). A 
majority vote of the entire preservation commission is required for approval.  

(f) Informing parties of interest. Following the public hearing, the secretary of the preservation 
commission shall prepare a report on the outcome of the preservation commission's action 
including all available information for submission to the city council within 30 days, as an 
information item. The owner(s) of record and parties who spoke at the public hearing shall be 
notified promptly by a letter containing information on the preservation commission's decision. 
Notification shall also be given to the city clerk, building inspector and the city assessor. The 
preservation commission shall cause the designation or rescission to be recorded at city expense in 
the county register of deeds' office.  

(g) Effect of denial. If the preservation commission denies the petition, no petitioner or applicant can 
file for 90 days to the secretary of the preservation commission to consider this same request.  

(h) Effect of approval. Properties approved for designation as historic structures, sites, districts or 
neighborhoods become subject to all provisions of this division. Properties approved for a rescission 
of dedication are no longer subject to the provisions of this division.  

(i) Voluntary restrictive covenants. The owner of any historic structure or site may at any time 
following such designation of his property enter into a restriction covenant on the subject property 
after negotiation with the commission. The commission may assist the owner in preparing such 
covenant in the interest of preserving the historic property. The owner shall record such covenant in 
the county register of deeds office and shall notify the city assessor of such covenant and the 
conditions thereof. 
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(4) After the date of filing an application, as outlined above, until the date of a final decision by the preservation 
commission no building permit shall be issued for the alteration, construction, demolition, or removal of the 
nominated property except as permitted under the provisions of section 114-179. In no event shall the delay 
so imposed exceed 210 days.  

(Ord. No. 643-09, §§ I, II, 4-8-09) 

 

Sec. 114-181. Miscellaneous provisions. 

(1) Notice to preservation commission. The city administrator or designee shall provide notice in writing to the 
chairperson of the preservation commission at least 15 days in advance of any forthcoming public hearings 
regarding zoning, conditional use or variance petitions involving designated properties. Additionally, the 
building inspector shall provide notice in writing to the chairman of the preservation commission at least 60 
days in advance of plans by the city to alter or demolish a designated property owned by the city.  

(2) Affirmation of existing codes and ordinances. Nothing contained in this division shall supersede the powers 
of other local legislative or regulatory bodies, or relieves any property owner from complying with the 
requirements of any other applicable codes and ordinances.  

(Ord. No. 643-09, §§ I, II, 4-8-09) 

 

Sec. 114-182. Demolition and rescission. 

(1) Regulation of demolition. No permit to demolish all or part of an historic structure shall be granted by the 
building inspector, except as follows:  

(a) At such time as a person applies for a permit to demolish such property, the application shall be filed 
with the preservation commission. Upon application, the preservation commission may refuse to grant 
such written approval for a period of up to ten months from the time of such application, during which 
time the commission and the applicant shall undertake serious and continuing discussions for the 
purpose of finding a method to save such property. During such period, the applicant and the 
commission shall cooperate in attempting to avoid demolition of the property. At the end of this ten-
month period, if no mutually agreeable method of saving the subject property bearing a reasonable 
prospect of eventual success is underway or no formal application for funds from any governmental 
unit or nonprofit organization to preserve the subject property is pending, the common council may 
direct the building inspector to issue the permit to demolish the subject property without the approval 
of the preservation commission.  

(b) In determining whether to allow the issuance of a permit for any demolition, the preservation 
commission shall consider and may give decisive weight to any or all of the following:  

1. Whether the building or structure is of such architectural or historic significance that its demolition 

would be detrimental to the public interest and contrary to the general welfare of the people of the 

city and the state.  

2. Whether the building or structure is of such old and unusual or uncommon design, texture and/or 

material that it could not be reproduced or be reproduced only with great difficulty and/or expense.  

3. Whether retention of the building or structure would promote the general welfare of the people of 

the city and the state by encouraging study of American history or architecture design, or by 

developing an understanding of American culture and heritage.  

4. Whether the building or structure is in such a deteriorated condition that it is not structurally or 

economically feasible to preserve or restore it, provided that any hardship or difficulty claimed by the 

owner that is self-created or is the result of any failure to maintain the property in good repair cannot 

qualify as a basis for the issuance of a demolition permit.  
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(c) An appeal from the decision of the preservation commission to grant or deny a demolition permit or to 
suspend action on a demolition application may be taken to the common council by the applicant for 
the demolition permit or by the mayor or the council member of the district in which the subject 
building or structure is located. Such appeal shall be initiated by filing a petition to appeal specifying 
the grounds with the city clerk within ten days of the date the final decision of the preservation 
commission is made. The city clerk shall file the petition to appeal with the common council. After a 
public hearing, the council may by favorable vote of two-thirds of its members, reserve or modify the 
decision of the preservation commission if, after balancing the interest of the public in preserving the 
subject property and the interest of the owner in using it for his own purposes, the council finds that 
owing to special conditions pertaining to the specific piece of property, demolition will preclude any 
and all reasonable use of the property and/or a failure to approve the demolition will cause serious 
hardship for the owner, provided that any self-created hardship shall not be a basis for reversal or 
modification of the preservation commission's decision.  

(2) Rescinding designation of historic structures, sites or structures within an historic district for economic 
reasons. Any person who is listed as the owner of record of an historic structure, site, or structure within an 
historic district at the time of its designation who can demonstrate to the preservation commission that by 
virtue of such designation he is unable to find a buyer willing to preserve such an historic structure or site 
even though he has made reasonable attempts in good faith to find and attract such a buyer, may petition 
the preservation commission for a rescission of its designation. Following the filing of such petition with the 
secretary of the preservation commission:  

(a) The owner and the preservation commission shall work together in good faith to locate a buyer for the 
subject property who is willing to abide by its designation.  

(b) If at the end of a period not exceeding 12 months from the date of such petition no such buyer can be 
found and if the owner still desires to obtain such rescission, the preservation commission shall rescind 
its designation of the subject property.  

(c) In the event of such rescission, the preservation commission shall notify the city clerk, the building 
inspector and the city assessor of the rescission and shall cause the rescission to be recorded at its own 
expense in the office of the county register of deeds.  

(d) Following such rescission, the preservation commission may not redesignate the subject property an 
historic structure or site for a period of not less than five years following the date of rescission.  

(Ord. No. 643-09, §§ I, II, 4-8-09) 

 

Sec. 114-183. Conformance with regulations. 

Every person in charge of any historic structure or site shall maintain the structure or site or cause or permit 
it to be maintained in a condition consistent with the provisions of this division. The city council may appoint the 
building inspector or other designee to enforce this division. The duties of the designee shall include periodic 
inspection at intervals provided by the city council of designated historic structures and sites. These inspections 
may include physical entry upon the property and its improvements with permission of the owner to ensure that 
interior alterations or maintenance will not jeopardize the exterior appearance or structural stability of the 
improvement. If an owner refuses permission for entry for purposes of inspection, the building inspector may 
obtain a warrant of entry pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 66.122, and take any other reasonable measures to further 
enforce this division.  

(Ord. No. 643-09, §§ I, II, 4-8-09) 
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Historic and current photographs of contributing structures in the Columbus 
Fireman’s Park Complex 
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Written statement describing the applicant’s relationship to the property to be 

designated. This statement should indicate the applicant’s interest in or 

association with this property. 

The City of Columbus’ relationship to the property is that of owner of the property. 

The Fireman’s Park Complex was adopted as a civic project by the City’s Fire 

Department and has been used for civic and recreational activities since its 

creation. 

Written statement describing how this property meets at least one of the criteria 

for local designation as a landmark or historic district contained in Section 

599.210 of the City Code. 

Significance. The proposed property exemplifies, reflects, or holds significant value as part of 

the broad cultural, political, economic, or social history of the nation, state, or city. 

The Columbus Fireman’s Park Complex, especially the Pavilion contributed to 

the cultural history of Columbus as it was utilized as a dance hall and hosts 

concerts and events to this day. The Rest Haven has been used as a play school 

and in its heyday, it was a rest stop for auto tourists. The Rest Haven is still used 

by the Recreation Department for programming and rentals and occasionally 

other city events. The park complex features a baseball field, golf course, and 

aquatic center that significantly contribute to the social history of Columbus as 

notable gathering places. 

Historic Identity. The proposed property is identified with historic personages or with important 

events in nation, state, or local history. 

Value. The proposed property embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural 

type or specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period, style, method of construction, or of 

indigenous materials or craftsmanship. 

The Pavilion has a massive roof and clipped Jerkin-head gables reminiscent of 

Alpine house-barns and was built in 1917. The Rest Haven was designed in the 

prairie school style by Alfred Clas and built in 1923. The prairie school style was 

popularized by Frank Lloyd Wright, although short-lived as a main-stream 

architectural style. Alfred Clas notably designed several prominent buildings in 

Milwaukee, WI. 

Representation. The proposed property is representative of the notable work of a master 

builder, designer, or architect whose individual genius influenced his age. 

The Rest Haven was designed in the prairie school style by Alfred Clas, a noted 

architect in Milwaukee, WI. Although not much is known about his influence, 
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Alfred’s architectural firms have an extensive portfolio within Sauk County and 

Milwaukee along with some buildings in the Madison area.  

Community Identity. The proposed property is identifiable by established and familiar visual 

features in the community owing to its unique location or physical characteristics. 

The Fireman’s Park Complex is recognized by the Pavilion. The aquatic center 

was designed featuring elements of the Pavilion. Both the Pavilion and aquatic 

center are utilized by residents and visitors of Columbus. The parcel also 

contains the Columbus Country Club golf course. 

Written statement describing the physical condition of the property and whether 

the property retains integrity (i.e. the ability to communicate its historical 

significance as evident in its location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 

feeling and association.) 

The structures of the Fireman’s Park Complex as listed in the State and National 

Historic Registry are overall in very good condition as both the Fireman’s Park 

Pavilion and the Rest Haven have been well maintained throughout the years. 

Both buildings retain nearly all of their historic significance as the designs have 

not been altered in any significant way. The Pavilion has had new wooden stairs 

constructed in 2026, in the same style as the previous stairs. The Rest Haven 

had a metal roof installed and in process of upgrading with accessible entry 

doors that will match the style of the previous doors. The Rest Haven’s 

bathrooms need upgrading. The wall / gateway structure has been covered with 

a cement façade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map. Parcel map delineating the boundaries and location of the property proposed for 

local designation. 
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Written Statement. Has a description of the property and setting forth reasons in 

support of the local designation proposed been included with this application? Reasons 

must align was stated in 114-176. 

Parcel 814: 1049 Park 

Ave. 

Pavilion          

Rest Haven 

Wall / Gate    
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Parcel 814, the Fireman’s Park Complex, located at 1049 Park Avenue is a jewel 

in the Columbus community. What was once the outskirts of town is now roughly 

in the middle of the corporate limits. The park complex features a grand pavilion, 

several outdoor recreation spaces, aquatic center, and a golf course. The parcel 

surrounds a sports complex consisting of a baseball and football field 

combination and a beer garden. 

The Fireman’s Park Complex is currently registered with the state and national 

historic registry and meets at least one of the criteria for local designation. The 

contributing buildings and structures consist of the Pavilion, the wall and gate to 

the park, and the Rest Haven. Local designation would follow much of the 

purpose and intent as stated in the Zoning Code, Chapter 114, Article V, Division 

9 for Historic Sites and Structures. 

Owner(s) Consent. Has a written consent to the proposed designation been included 

with this application? If approved, the Council will approve a motion to send this 

application to the Historic Landmarks Preservation Commission for review and will 

include the Council meeting minutes stating passage of the motion. 

 

Additional. Has additional information, not requested on this application, been included 

with this application? No. 
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Historic Landmarks and Preservation Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, April 22, 2026 at 4:00 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Call Meeting to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 4:00pm.  

A quorum consisted of Hermanson, Gilbertson, Nagle, Hammer, Altschwager. Staff liaison Bennett was 
present. Amy Jo Meyers was in attendance. Ulrich arrived at 4:01pm. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

The meeting was posted according to law. 

Approval of agenda 

Gilbertson motioned to approve the agenda as presented; seconded by Nagle. No additional 
discussion. The motion was carried unanimously. Ulrich arrived. 

Approve minutes from previous meeting(s) 

Consider and take action to approve the minutes of previous meeting(s) 

Nagle motioned to approve the meeting minutes as presented from March 24, 2026; seconded by 
Gilbertson. Add $275 to be added to Minutes for the 2026 4th of July Ad Book. Nagle amended the 
motion to add the $275; Gilbertson seconded the amended motion. The amended motion was carried 
unanimously. 

Public Comments (3 minute limit per person) 

Ulrich reminded the Commission about flowers for Fireman’s Park entrance. Altschwager made note of 
her reaction to the Council’s decision regarding the Rest Haven project.  

New Business 

1. Consideration and possible action regarding financial reports and invoices 

Financial Report was presented by Altschwager and highlighted expenditures to Gilbertson, 
Minuteman Press, and 4th of July ad book and the balance. $650 and $20 donations were 
received. $6420 in total concert donations have been received so far. Gilbertson had sent thank 
you notes for the donations.  

There was discussion to authorize prepay for the Summer Concerts in order to pay bands 
immediately after performing. Will be brought up at next meeting. 

An invoice of $78 from Gilbertson for postage for the historic recognition letters was presented by 
Gilbertson. Nagle motioned to approve the payment to Gilbertson for up to $78 for postage from 
the CHLPC Account; seconded by Hermanson. There was no additional discussion, and the 
motion was carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

2. Consider and take action regarding the Council decision from its April 9, 2026, meeting requesting 
legal review of the Rest Haven project 
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Hermanson recapped the Council decision from her perspective. Bennett was asked about the 
possibility of a member of HLPC to attend Tuesday’s staff meeting on the topic. Bennett will check 
to see if it's possible or if it's a staff-only meeting. Gilbertson and Hermanson highlighted past 
bidding results and shared concerns about reusing donor funds to bid it out again. Commission 
discussed about phasing of the project. There was a question of where the Rest Haven rental 
monies go. Meyers noted it goes to the general fund and will ask to see if the Recreation 
Committee would designate a maintenance fund for a portion of the proceeds to go to. Hammer 
add his perspective from the Council meeting and suggested prioritizing immediate need. 
Hermanson that the bathroom be prioritized if the doors have to be ADA compliant. Meyers 
suggested prioritizing the doors. Bennett will meet with Hermanson and Gilbertson either prior or 
after the staff meeting. Hermanson and Gilbertson suggested an action plan to create phases for 
the project. No action was taken. 

3. Consider and take action regarding the draft application for the local historic designation of 
Fireman’s Park Complex, located at 1049 Park Ave. 

Bennett presented a draft of application for the local historic designation of the Fireman's Park 
Complex and cited a few concerns regarding how it would impact non-contributing structures and 
current projects at the Pavilion and Rest Haven. Gilbertson asked about the metal roof of the Rest 
Haven, and Hermanson noted that the roof was submitted to State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO). There was discussion of how to recommend the application to Council as staff 
recommended having the Council submit the application at its next meeting as best practice for 
City-owned properties. The Commission discussed amendments to the application. 

Gilbertson made a motion to recommend to council to review and submission of the application for 
the local designation of Fireman’s Park Complex. Seconded by Nagle and with no additional 
discussion, the motion was carried by unanimous vote. Bennett will add the edits to the application 
and send it to the May 8th Council meeting. 

4. Update of the results regarding the letters sent to notify property owners about getting historic 
recognition placards and yard signs 

Gilbertson received 3 responses for the placards and hand delivered a placard to an owner. The 
yard signs have been delivered. The Historical Society will aid in installing the placards as needed. 
Possible reminder letters would be brought to a future meeting for approval to send out if a majority 
of yard signs aren’t up. 

5. Consider and take action regarding 2027 budget planning and capital improvement projects 

Nagle went to the Wisconsin Historical Society website and has created a spreadsheet of historic 
properties for additional recognition opportunities. Nagle noted many homes don’t have signs for 
historic recognition and suggested prioritizing century homes and other identified properties. 
Discussion of QR codes on yard signs and printed materials for a future digital walking tour. 
Gilbertson suggested completing an entire district at a time. Nagle noted that signs are $33 each. 
Nagle and Gilbertson will provide a proposal for how many signs to purchase.  

A couple of items were mentioned for the capital improvement project (CIP) list such as better 
insulation for pavilion and HVAC. The Commission plans to brainstorm more possible CIP 
recommendations at its next meeting. 

6. Presentation and discussion of the roles and responsibilities of the Historic Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 

Bennett presented a summary of general responsibilities for boards, committees, and 
commissions, along with those of staff liaisons. There was discussion regarding Treasurer duties 
and Secretary duties. Bennett noted that these two positions are generally combined and serve as 
an alternate chair to meetings and Staff handles minute-taking and finances. Hermanson noted 
that the Commission has concerns about making sure that donated funds don’t get comingled in 
the general fund. Hammer and Bennett assured the group that City Administration and the new 
finance department would be diligent in regard to financial matters. 
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7. Consider and take action to set a new date and time for regular HLPC meetings 

Gilbertson noted that there was an individual interested in attending a commission meeting but 
would like to move the meeting times to 5:30pm. The goal of a later time would be to allow people 
to attend after work. There was discussion about using the time change as a recruitment tool for 
possible new members. Hermanson noted seasonal time changes for commission meetings and 
cited the summer concerts and Lenten date changes. Hermanson suggests setting the next 
meeting at 5:30pm. No motion was made, but general consensus was to try 5:30pm at the next 
meeting as the membership could move it back to 4:00pm if need be. 

Adjourn 

Altschwager motioned to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Hermanson. There was no additional 
discussion. The motion was carried unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 6:16pm. 

 

** These minutes will be approved at a future meeting and may be amended. These minutes are  
respectfully submitted by David Bennett, Communications and Economic Development Coordinator ** 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council 

Meeting Date: May 5, 2026 

 

Item Title: Consider and take action the application for 2026 Tourism Grant by the 
Columbus Chamber Choir. (TC 4/6/26) 

Submitted By: David Bennett, Communications & Economic Development Coordinator 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

Due to multiple conflicts of interest, the Tourism Commission is unable to review the application for the 
Columbus Chamber Choir’s 2026 Tourism Grant. The Columbus Chamber Choir is asking for up to 
$2,008.58 in reimbursement as part of the 2026 Tourism Grant, pending 2026 concerts and final report 
review. The Choir has submitted budgeted line items to show they plan to meet the grant funding match 
requirements and are planning to host and promote local concerts. The Chamber Choir will be 
developing a survey to gather information about out-of-town visitors to show where they are coming 
from. The survey will be used to gather data regarding economic impact if visitors are not lodging in 
Columbus. This is the first time this organization has applied for the Tourism Grant. 

The Tourism Grant is a reimbursement grant, that after awarding, will disperse funds based on 
completion of tourism development, events, and/or marketing as applied for, along with a successful 
review of the organization’s final report. The final report includes analytics from the concerts along with 
photos and confirmation of financial contribution match. Council will need to review and potentially 
approve the final report for the Chamber Choir prior to any reimbursement. This would need to take 
place at the first meeting in January. 

Staff recommends awarding of the grant pending Council review. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

 2026 Columbus Chamber Choir Tourism Grant Application 

 Draft Tourism Commission minutes from April 6, 2026 

 

Action Requested of the Council: 

Review and approve awarding of up to $2,008.58 to the Columbus Chamber Choir for the 2026 Tourism 
Grant. 

 

Strategic Plan Objective: None 
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City of Columbus, Wisconsin 
Tourism – Room Tax Fund Reimbursement Grant Application 

 
 

Page 1 of 2 
 

Applicant Name: Katie Nichols 

Organization Name: Columbus Chamber Choir 

 

Applying for: Total of $2,008.66 in Event Funding to help offset cost of 

producing and marketing concerts. The Columbus Chamber Choir are planning to 
spend up to $6,026.00 for the production.  

 

Use of Funds: The Columbus Chamber Choir is a mid-sized choral ensemble 

dedicated to the celebration of varied cultural, sacred, religious, spiritual and 
community musical traditions through the presentation of works from a variety of 

genres that are composed by music-makers associated with a host of unique and 
popular styles. We have been performing together since the spring of 2023, and 

each year we present Columbus with one winter and one spring concert at a local 
venue. We are a volunteer directed and managed choir, comprised of a dedicated 
group of volunteer singers. Our concerts have remained free to the public since 

we began performing, in the spirit of generosity and community. Our main 
funding sources include donations and sponsorships from local businesses. 

 
Our concerts garner 150 - 200 audience members, drawing local and out of town 
guests to watch us perform. We invite special guest musicians to enhance the 

concert-goer experience and broaden our reach. These area acts have included 
the Portage-based Candlelight Ladies, the Madison Brass Quintet, and Vox string 

quartet. Their contributions bring unique cultural experiences to Columbus and 
attract concert goers from out of town to our city. 
 

If awarded, room tax funds would help us fund and promote our local concerts. In 
order to gauge the impact of these events, we will develop a short concert goer 

survey to gather information on out-of-town visits generated and the economic 
impact for businesses that provide services other than lodging. Our expenses for 
these events include: 

 

Estimated costs: $6,026 TOTAL 

$590 for Music 
$1,400 for Pianist 

$590 for Uniforms 
$500 for Guest Musicians 

$1,000 for Venue 
$1,000 for Promotion / Marketing 
$600 for Refreshments 

$21 for Program Printing 
$325 for Sound / Lighting 
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City of Columbus, Wisconsin 
Tourism – Room Tax Fund Reimbursement Grant Application 

 
 

Page 2 of 2 
 

Our concerts not only draw visitors from out of town, but they also provide 
opportunities for people in our community to take in a unique cultural 

experience, right here in Columbus. Through sponsorship of our concerts, local 
businesses can take advantage of much needed promotional opportunities by 

getting their business name and/or services out to potential customers. 
 
Through serving as a venue, various community sites and businesses also 

enjoy promotion. For example, our 2025 winter concert took place at the 
Fireman’s Park Pavilion. It was very well attended and gave our community a 

reason to enjoy this historic community asset. Our upcoming spring concert 
will take place at the newly revamped Columbus High School, 
providing an opportunity for the public to inhabit a new community asset. 

Columbus Chamber Choir also performs outside of Columbus, promoting our 
community as a place where the arts are valued and thriving. We were 

recently honored as guests of the Candlelight Ladies in Portage and of 
Oakwood Village in Madison. 
 

Room tax funding will help the Columbus Chamber Choir continue to grow in 
reach. Additional funds for concert development and promotion will allow us to 

advertise more broadly, pulling in more out of town visitors to see what 
Columbus has to offer, and more local community members to feel 
engagement and pride in their hometown. 

 

Supporting Materials: 
 None 

 

 

50

Item #11.



 

Tourism Commission Meeting Minutes 

Monday, April 06, 2026 at 6:30 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm. A quorum in attendance consisted of Walcott, Hammer, 
Roelke, and Famularo. Staff Liaison Bennett was in attendance. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Bennett noted the meeting was noticed according to law. 

Approval of Agenda 

Roelke motioned to approve the agenda as presented; seconded by Famularo. There was no 
discussion. The motion was carried by unanimous vote. 

Approval of Minutes 

1. Consider and take action to approve the Tourism meeting minutes from March 2, 2026 

Hammer motioned to approve the meeting minutes as presented from March 2, 2026. Seconded 
by Walcott. There was no discussion. The motion was carried by unanimous vote. 

Public Comment 

There were no members of the public in attendance for comment. Bennett received no 
correspondence. 

New Business 

2. Consider and take action regarding the 2026 tourism grant applications 

Due to a conflict of interest of all the attending members of the Tourism Commission being 
members of the Chamber Choir, a tourism grant applicant, Bennett and Hammer had talked to the 
City Clerk about sending the grant application for the Columbus Chamber Choir to Council for 
review.  Famularo motioned to recommend to Council to review the 2026 tourism grant application 
for the Columbus Chamber Choir: seconded by Roelke. There was no discussion. The motion was 
carried by unanimous vote. 

Bennett presented the remaining 2026 tourism grant applications for the Chamber of Commerce, 
Redbud Players, Public Library, Recreation Department, and Wyverns Trove. Along with staff 
recommendation, the Tourism Council discussed how much to award each applicant after 
reviewing the application materials. Hammer motioned to approve awarding $7,120 in tourism 
grant for the following reimbursable amounts pending final reporting: Chamber of Commerce: 
$335, Redbud Players: $2,500, Library: $150, Recreation: $1,335, Wyverns Trove: $2,800 ($1,500 
for development and $1,300 for events). Seconded by Roelke. There was not additional 
discussion. The motion was carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

Adjourn 

Roelke motioned to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Famularo. There was no discussion. The motion 
was carried by unanimous vote. 
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The meeting was adjourned at 7:16pm. 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 

** These minutes will be approved at a future meeting and may be amended. These minutes are  
respectfully submitted by David Bennett, Communications and Economic Development Coordinator ** 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Committee of the Whole / City Council Meetings 

Meeting Date:  May 5, 2026 

 

Item Title: Consider and take action regarding resolution authorizing Mayor and City 
Clerk to execute any documents related to the sale of parcel 1114.1, located 
on Tower Drive 

Submitted By: Mike Kornmann, Director of Community and Economic Development 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter:  The closing of the Tower Drive Housing Project property 
(parcel 1114.1) is coming up and this resolution authorizes the Mayor and City Clerk to sign any 
documents related to that sale. 

 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached:  Resolution No. 11-26 

 

 

Action Requested of Council:  Approve Resolution No. 11-26 

 

 

53

Item #13.



RESOLUTION NO. 11-26 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
COLUMBUS AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE 
ANY DOCUMENTS RELATED TO THE SALE OF PARCEL 1114.1, LOCATED 

ON TOWER DRIVE 
 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Columbus (hereinafter “City”) desires to sell parcel 
1114.1, located on Tower Drive (the “Property”); 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Columbus Common Council does hereby resolve as 
follows: 

 
1. The Common Council hereby authorizes Mayor Joseph Hammer and Clerk 

Susan L. Caine to execute any and all documents necessary to complete the sale 
of the Property pursuant to the terms of the Offers to Purchase signed by the City 
on February 19, 2026. This authority includes signing the Warranty Deed, Gap 
Indemnity, and any and all other documents necessary to complete the sale of 
the Property. 

Approved by the Common Council of the City of Columbus on the 5th day of May, 
2026. 

 

 
Joseph Hammer, Mayor Susan L. Caine, Clerk 

 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I, Susan L. Caine, as Clerk for the City of Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin, 
do hereby certify that this Resolution is a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by 
the Common Council of the City of Columbus, Wisconsin, at a meeting duly called on the 
5th day of May, 2026. 
 

Dated this   day of  , 2026. 
 

 
Susan L. Caine, Clerk, City of Columbus 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council 

Meeting Date: 5/5/2026 
 

 

 

Item Title: 

 

Claims Packet 

Submitted By: Kendra Riddle, Finance Director 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

Claims from 4/15/206 to 4/24/2026 in the amount of $429,015.03 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Claims Packet 4/15/2026 – 4/24/2026 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Consider and take action on claims in the amount of $429,015.03 
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