
 

Common Council Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, May 06, 2025 at 6:35 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Approval of Agenda 

Public Comment 

Consent Agenda 

1. Common Council Minutes of 04/15/2025. 

2. Mayoral Appointments. 

3. Temporary Class "B" Beer and "Class B" Wine Alcohol Licenses. 

New Business 

4. Consider and take action on Temporary Limited Easement (TLE) agreement with Zachary Freter 
and Tanya Lester (CoW 4/2/25). 

5. Consideration and possible action regarding the authorization of the Mayor and Clerk to execute 
the contract with Vandewalle and Associates for the zoning and subdivision re-write ordinance. 

6. Consider and take action on Claims in the amount of $594,949.06. 

Report of City Officers – City Administrator, Mayor 

Convene to Closed Session 

Convene to Closed Session per § 19.85(1)(e) deliberating or negotiating the purchase of public   
properties, the investment of public funds, or conducting other public business, whenever competitive  
or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically to discuss 1149 W. James Street. 

Reconvene to Open Session 

Adjourn 

 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Common Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, April 15, 2025 at 6:30 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Mayor Hammer called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. The following members were present: Mayor 
Joe Hammer, Alderperson Molly Finkler, Alderperson Michael Lawson, Alderperson Marcus 
Meier, Alderperson Trina Reid, Council President Amy Roelke, and Alderperson Ryan Rostad. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by Council President Roelke, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to approve the agenda. 
Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

Public Comment 

None. 

Consent Agenda 

 Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to approve the Consent 
Agenda which included Minutes from the Special Committee of the Whole and Common Council 
meetings of 04/02/2025, Mayoral Appointments and Department Reports from the Fire Department 
(03/2025), Library (03/2025), Police Department (03/2025), and Treasurer (02/2025) for file. After 
verification of committee vacancies, appointment dates, and committee sizes, the motion carried 
on a unanimous voice vote. 

New Business 

4. Consider and take action on election of Council President: 

Mayor Hammer read the rules and called for nominations for the Council President position. 
Alderperson Meier nominated Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Reid nominated Alderperson 
Roelke, and Alderperson Lawson nominated himself for Council President. Hearing no more 
nominations, nominations were closed and a secret ballot election took place. 

Alderperson Finkler received three (3) votes. 

Alderperson Roelke received two (2) votes. 

Alderperson Lawson received one (1) vote. 

Alderperson Finkler was declared the winner and the next Council President for the City of 
Columbus. 
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5. Consider and take action on Social Media Policy (CoW 4/2/25): 

The Social Media Policy was discussed at the prior Committee of the Whole meeting held on April 
2, 2025. Administrator Amundson then met with a staff team and presented the updated draft copy 
to council which moves our social media accounts to a limited public forum. This would enable the 
City to turn off comments and sets up a process for moderating and removing comments, if 
needed.  Alderperson Meier asked Attorney Johnson about blocking a commentor from a social 
media page and shared about a lawsuit against a municipality in Honolulu. Johnson stated that not 
allowing comments would minimize this risk and the more control the city has over public forum, 
the better off we will be. There are currently no Supreme Court cases on this subject. Alderperson 
Rostad asked Recreation Director Meyers how her pages would be affected. She shared that the 
algorithms should not be affected. They use links to interact with the residents and receive 
feedback. Amundson stressed that if the policy is approved as it stands, staff will make every effort 
to disable comments on each platform.  A majority of members felt okay with informational only 
pages. 

Motion made by Alderperson Meier, Seconded by Council President Finkler to approve the 
presented social media policy with the removal of the last section titled "Blocking". Attorney 
Johnson asked for clarification on which section regarding blocking Alderpersons Meier/Finkler 
were referring to for removal. Alderperson Reid would also like to add a sentence that clarifies that 
our sites are for "information only" referencing the "Official and Acceptable Use" section and 
adding "for informational purposes only", as shown: 

"Only information that pertains to City business or operations shall be posted to City Social Media 
Sites for informational purposes only."... Reid made a motion for such, seconded by Meier. 
Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

The original motion by Meier/Finkler which now included the amended wording, carried on a 
unanimous voice vote. 

6. Consider & take action on Claims in the amount of 650,933.95: 

Motion made by Alderperson Roelke, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to approve the Claims in 
the amount of $650,933.95. Motion carried on a 6-0 Roll Call vote. 

Report of City Officers – City Administrator, Mayor 

Amundson attended the Fire Department's Pancake Breakfast and said it was a great meal and a great 
effort by the Fire Department to host it for the community. Mayor Hammer thanked the Fire Department 
and volunteers that made it such a success. He announced that there are two vacancies on the Public 
Spaces Committee available. Hammer wished all of our citizens and city employees a blessed Holy 
Week and Easter. 

Adjourn 

Motion made by Council President Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Meier to adjourn at 7:07pm. 
Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council Meeting 

Meeting Date: May 6, 2025 

 

Item Title: Mayoral Appointments 

Submitted By: Joseph Hammer, Mayor 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: Mayor Hammer would like to recommend the following 
appointments: 

 

Anne Donahue – Police and Fire Commission 

Craig Groth – Zoning Board of Appeals, replacing Haley Nielsen whose term expires in 2027. 

 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: None. 

 

 

Action Requested of Council: Consideration of presented appointments. 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council Meeting 

Meeting Date: May 6, 2025 

 

Item Title: Picnic Licenses 

Submitted By: Susan Caine, Clerk 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: The City has received Picnic License Applications from both 
the St. Jerome Church and the Tri-County Odd Fellows Lodge #40, for their upcoming fund-raising 
events. 

 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Application for Temporary Beer License - St. Jerome Church Bingo Nights 

Application for Temporary Beer/Wine License – Odd Fellows Food Truck Fest 

 

Action Requested of Council: Approval of Temporary Beer/Wine (Picnic) License Applications. 
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Error! Unknown document property name. 

 

RE: Lot 13, Caldwell’s Addition, in the City 

of Columbus, Columbia County, 

Wisconsin (hereinafter the “Property”)  

 

and 

 

 Lot 7, Caldwell’s Addition in the City of 

Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin. 

 

 This Temporary Limited Easement 

Agreement made and entered into this ____ day 

of April, 2025, by and between the City of 

Columbus, a Wisconsin Municipal Corporation 

(hereinafter “City”) and Zachary A. Freter and 

Tanya M. Lester (hereinafter “Grantee”).  

 WHEREAS, City is the owner of the Property; and  

 WHEREAS, Grantee is the owner of Lot 7, Caldwell’s Addition, in the City of 

Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin, which abuts the Property; and 

 WHEREAS, the parties discovered that Grantee has been inadvertently using the 

Property for the purpose of maintaining a garden to provide fruits and vegetables for Grantee’s 

personal use; and 

 WHEREAS, City and Grantee have agreed that Grantee may continue to access the 

Property and use the Property for the purpose of maintaining a garden under the terms and 

conditions set forth in this Agreement. 

 

 

TEMPORARY LIMITED EASEMENT 

AGREEMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drafted by and Return To: 

Paul A. Johnson 

Boardman & Clark LLP 

PO Box 256 

Lodi, WI 53555 

 

11211 1220 and 1214 

Parcel Identification Number(s) 
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Error! Unknown document property name. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, for good and valuable consideration the receipt of which is 

hereby acknowledged, City and Grantee agree as follows: 

1. City gives Grantee the right of ingress and egress to the Property by pedestrian and 

vehicular means for the purpose of maintaining the garden Grantee has situated on the 

Property and for other purposes as set forth in this Agreement. 

 

2. Grantee is allowed to maintain the garden in its current size and location and is 

prohibited from expanding the garden from its current footprint. 

 

3. Grantee is prohibited from installing any structures on the Property. 

 

4. During the term of this Limited Easement, Grantee shall mow the grass on the Property 

and keep the grass at a height not to exceed 4 inches at all times.  Grantee shall also 

keep the sidewalk free of snow and ice as required by City ordinance. If Grantee 

breaches the terms of this paragraph, Grantee consents to City mowing the grass or 

removing the snow and then imposing a special charge pursuant to §66.0627, Stats. 

upon Lot 7 of Caldwell’s Addition as owned by Grantee. 

 

5. Grantee, at its sole expense, shall be responsible for any damage caused by it, its guests, 

licensees, or invitees, whether intentionally, through negligence or otherwise, to the 

Property.  Grantee shall be responsible, at the sole expense of Grantee, for promptly 

making any needed repairs to restore the Property to the condition it was in prior to 

such damage occurring.  Grantee shall release, hold harmless, indemnify and defend 

the City for any loss, damage or injury to persons or property arising from Grantee’s 

use of the Property.   

 

6. This Agreement shall remain in full force and effect until such time as Grantee no 

longer resides on Lot 7 of Caldwell’s Addition to the City of Columbus.  This 

Agreement may also be terminated by City at any time upon 60 days’ written notice to 

Grantee.  At such time as this Agreement is terminated, Grantee shall be responsible 

for returning the Property to the condition it was in prior to the installation of the 

garden.  If Grantee fails to return the Property to its prior state, the City may take all 

steps necessary to remove the garden and return the Property to its prior state and bill 

Grantee for the cost of returning the Property to its prior state. 

 

7. This Agreement is personal to Grantee and may not be transferred or assigned to any 

other person or entity without the written consent of City. 
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Error! Unknown document property name. 

 

 

 

 

_________________________  _________________________ 

Joseph Hammer, Mayor   Susan Caine, Clerk 

City of Columbus    City of Columbus 

 

 

 

_________________________  _________________________ 

Zachary A. Freter, Grantee   Tanya M. Lester, Grantee 

 

 

 

 

 

AUTHENTICATION 

 

Signatures of Joseph Hammer, Susan Caine, 

Zachary A. Freter and Tanya M. Lester 

in the capacities indicated, authenticated on  

this ______ day of _________________, 2025. 

 

_____________________________________ 

Paul A. Johnson 

SBN:  1021492 

TITLE: MEMBER, STATE BAR OF WISCONSIN 

(If not, _______________________________, 

authorized by Wis. Stat. §706.06) 

 

 

 

 

This instrument drafted by: 

Attorney Paul A. Johnson 

Boardman & Clark LLP 

Post Office Box 256 

Lodi, WI 53555 

608-592-3877 (p) 

608-592-5844 (f) 

pjohnson@boardmanclark.com  
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type:  City Council 

Meeting Date:   May 6, 2025 

 

  

  

Item:  Authorization of Mayor and Clerk to execute the contract with Vandewalle and Associates 

 

From:  Mike Kornmann, Director of Community and Economic Development 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: The council needs to authorize the Mayor and the Clerk to 
execute the contract with Vandewalle. The Council previously approved the Vandewalle proposal at a 
previous meeting. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: None 

 

Action Requested:   Authorize the Mayor and Clerk to execute the contract with Vandewalle and 
Associates for the Zoning re-write project. 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council 

Meeting Date: 5/6/2025 

 

 

Item Title: 

 

Claims Packet 

Submitted By: Krystal Larson, Treasurer 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

Claims from 4/9/2025 to 4/29/2025 in the amount of $594,949.06 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Claims Packet 4/9/2025 – 4/29/2025 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Consider & take action on claims in the amount of $594,949.06 

 

15

Item #6.



16

Item #6.



17

Item #6.



18

Item #6.



19

Item #6.



20

Item #6.



21

Item #6.



22

Item #6.



23

Item #6.



24

Item #6.



25

Item #6.



26

Item #6.



27

Item #6.



28

Item #6.



29

Item #6.



30

Item #6.



31

Item #6.



32

Item #6.



33

Item #6.



34

Item #6.



35

Item #6.



36

Item #6.



37

Item #6.



38

Item #6.



39

Item #6.



40

Item #6.



41

Item #6.


	Top
	Item #1.	minutes 04.15.25
	Council.min.041525 reg

	Item #2.	Mayoral Appointment
	Council Memo - Mayoral Appointment

	Item #3.	Picnic Licenses
	Council Memo - Temporary Alcohol License requests
	APP-St. Jerome Bingo 2025-26
	APP-Odd Fellows Food Truck Fest 05.10.25

	Item #4.	1360waterloo
	temporary limited easement 040825 v2 (5806031.1)

	Item #5.	zoning rewrite contract
	Council Memo - Zoning rewrite contract

	Item #6.	Claims Packet through 4/29/2025
	Claims Packet Council Memo
	City Claims thru 04292025

	Bottom

