
 

Utility Commission Meeting Agenda 

Thursday, June 19, 2025 at 6:00 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Approval of Agenda 

Public Comment 

Consent Agenda 

1. Approval of May 22, 2025 Utility Commission Meeting and June 3, 2025 Special Utility Commission 
Meeting. 

2. Approve Utility Departments Cash Disbursements Report and Accounts Payable Report. 

3. Outage Report 

New Business 

4. Resolution No. 2025-01  A Resolution Accepting The Columbus WWTP Compliance Maintenance 
Annual Report (CMAR) 2024. 

5. Award of Unit Pricing Contract to Jolma Utilities for Multiple-Year Overhead Electric Facility 
Installation. 

6. Award of Unit Pricing Contract to J&R Underground for Multiple-Year Underground Electric Facility 
Installation. 

7. Award of quote to Forest Landscaping & Construction for $25,950 for lateral and manhole repairs. 

8. Award of quote to Visu-Sewer for $146,639.75 to install 3,333 feet of National Liner. 

9. Award of quote to Ess Brothers and Sons for $11,700 for manhole chimney tuckpointing and 
sealing. 

10. Award of quote to Dorner for valve rebuilds at WasteWater Treatment plant in the amount of 
$25,560. 

11. Discussion regarding city ordinance for sewer lateral repairs. 

12. Discussion and direction related to an Acting Utility Director. 

Reports 

13. Utilties Department Report 

14. June 2025 Live Lines 

Adjourn 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Utility Commission Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, May 22, 2025 at 6:00 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by President Michael Thom. 

Roll Call 

The following members were present: Joe Hammer, Molly Finkler, Michael Thom, Reagan Rule, Brook 
Andler, and Jack Sanderson.  Sandy Curtis was excused from attending the meeting. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by  Finkler, Seconded by  Hammer to approve the agenda. 
Voting Yea:  Hammer,  Finkler,  Thom,  Rule,  Andler,  Sanderson 

Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 

Consent Agenda 

Motion made by  Hammer, Seconded by  Finkler to approve the consent agenda including the minutes 
of April 17, 2025 and the Utility Departments Cash Disbursements Report and Accounts Payable 
Report.  
Voting Yea on a Roll Call Vote:  Hammer,  Finkler,  Thom,  Rule,  Andler,  Sanderson 

1. Approval of April 17, 2025 meeting minutes. 

2. Approve Utility Departments Cash Disbursements Report and Accounts Payable Report  

Consider and take action on 2025 Water Simplified Rate Case application. 

3. Consider and take action on Task Order No. 2025-CU02 Water Plant 3 Preliminary Siting Study in 
the amount of $32,761.  

Motion made by  Finkler, Seconded by  Rule to approve Task Order No. 2025-CU02 for $32,761. 
Voting Yea on a Roll Call Vote:  Hammer,  Finkler,  Thom,  Rule,  Andler 
Voting Nay on a Roll Call Vote:  Sanderson 

4. Consider and Take Action on Task Order No. 2025-CU03 for Water Plant 2 Reliability in the 
amount of $68,650. 

Motion made by  Finkler, Seconded by  Hammer to approve Task Order No. 2025-CU03 for Water 
Plant 2 Reliability for $68,650. 
Voting Yea on a Roll Call Vote:  Hammer,  Finkler,  Thom,  Rule,  Andler,  Sanderson 

5. Consider and take action on quote from T & D Products to replace 4 bushings on substation 3 in 
the amount of $19,944. 
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Motion made by  Finkler, Seconded by  Andler to award quote to T& D Products for $19,944. 
Voting Yea on a Roll Call Vote:  Hammer,  Finkler,  Thom,  Rule,  Andler,  Sanderson 

6. Consider and take action on 2025 Water Simplified Rate Case application. 

Motion made by  Finkler, Seconded by  Rule to approve submission of 2025 Water Simplimifed 
Rate Case application. 
Voting Yea on a Roll Call Vote:  Hammer,  Finkler,  Thom,  Rule,  Andler,  Sanderson 

7. Consider and take action on 2025 borrowing for Utilities 

Motion made by  Finkler, Seconded by  Thom to forward the project list to Ehlers for review and 
recommendation regarding future borrowing. 
Voting Yea on a Roll Call Vote:  Hammer,  Finkler,  Thom,  Rule,  Andler,  Sanderson 

Reports 

Amundson highlighted the typical bill comparison and discussed safety awards received by Columbus 
Utilities and recent mutual support to Juneau. 

8. Utilities Department Report 

9. 2025 Typical Bill Comparison 

10. Orientation to WPPI Invitation 

11. May 2025 Live Lines 

Adjourn 

Motion made by  Finkler, Seconded by  Hammer to adjourn at 6:46 pm. 
Voting Yea on a Voice Vote:  Hammer,  Finkler,  Thom,  Rule,  Andler,  Sanderson 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 

These minutes are subject to review and approval at the next meeting of the Commission. 
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Special Utility Commission Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, June 03, 2025 at 6:00 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Call to Order 

Sandy Curtis called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. 

Roll Call 

The following members wer present: Joe Hammer, Molly Finkler, Reagan Rule, Brook Andler, Sandy 
Curtis, and Jack Sanderson.  Michael Thom was excused from attending the meeting. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by  Hammer, Seconded by  Finkler to approve the agenda. 
Voting Yea:  Hammer,  Finkler,  Rule,  Andler,  Curtis,  Sanderson 

Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 

New Business 

1. Consider and take action on the award of quote to Transfluid Services in the amount of $20,100 for 
oil processing at Substation 3. 

Motion made by  Sanderson, Seconded by  Finkler to award quote to Transfluid Services for 
$20,100 for oil processing at Substation 3. 
Voting Yea:  Hammer,  Finkler,  Rule,  Andler,  Curtis,  Sanderson 

2. Information Only: Discussion on Unit Price Contracts 

This item was presented as information only and no action was taken. 

Adjourn 

Motion made by  Finkler, Seconded by  Rule to adjourn at 6:07 pm. 
Voting Yea:  Hammer,  Finkler,  Rule,  Andler,  Curtis,  Sanderson 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 

These minutes are subject to review and approval at the next meeting of the Commission. 
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2025 AGENDA ITEM 

 

Utility Commission Meeting Date: 6/19/2025 

ITEM: Financial Reports 

Submitted by: Michelle Kaltenberg, Business Manager 

 

DETAILED DESCRITPTION OF SUBJECT MATTER: 

Included in the Financial Reports are the Treasurer’s Report and the Cash Disbursements Report. 

 

The Accounts Payable Report will be sent via email the Wednesday before the Commission meeting. 

 

 

LIST ALL SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION ATTACHED: 

1. Treasurer’s Report 

2. The Cash Disbursements Report 

 

 

 

ACTION REQUESTED OF COMMISSION: 

1. Review and approve the Cash Disbursements Report and the Accounts Payable Report. 
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CW&L RESERVE FUND - F&M - ACCOUNT #1251

CASH ON HAND - BEGINNING OF MONTH: 163,125.64$        CASH ON HAND - BEGINNING OF MONTH: 340,422.56$        

Receipts: 1,384,045.11$    Receipts: -$                      

Interest Earned: 241.07$                Interest Earned: -$                      

Sub-total: 1,547,411.82$    Sub-total: 340,422.56$        

Disbursements: (1,004,813.91)$   Withdrawal from CDAR : -$                      

Cash on Hand - Month End: 542,597.91$        Cash on Hand - Month End: 340,422.56$        

E-3-P ENHANCED ENERGY EFFICIENCY PROGRAM - F&M - ACCOUNT #1313

CASH ON HAND - BEGINNING OF MONTH: 413,898.03$        CASH ON HAND - BEGINNING OF MONTH: 133,140.12$        

Receipts: 31,000.00$          Receipts: -$                      

Interest Earned: 1,595.77$            Interest Earned (pd semi-annually May/Nov) : 483.09$                

Sub-total: 446,493.80$        Sub-total: 133,623.21$        

Disbursements: -$                      Disbursements: (228.75)$              

Cash on Hand - Month End: 446,493.80$        Cash on Hand - Month End: 133,394.46$        

CASH ON HAND - BEGINNING OF MONTH: 168,191.70$        CASH ON HAND - BEGINNING OF MONTH: 527,476.99$        

Receipts: 60,000.00$          Receipts: 10,000.00$          

Interest Earned: 744.73$                Interest Earned: 1,973.75$            

Sub-total: 228,936.43$        Sub-total: 539,450.74$        

Disbursements: -$                      Disbursements: -$                      

Cash on Hand - Month End: 228,936.43$        Cash on Hand - Month End: 539,450.74$        

CASH ON HAND - BEGINNING OF MONTH: 1,219.74$            CASH ON HAND - BEGINNING OF MONTH: 489,099.14$        

Receipts: -$                      Receipts: -$                      

Interest Earned: 4.52$                    Interest Earned: 1,811.31$            

Sub-total: 1,224.26$            Sub-total: 490,910.45$        

Disbursements: -$                      Disbursements: -$                      

Cash on Hand - Month End: 1,224.26$            Cash on Hand - Month End: 490,910.45$        

CASH ON HAND - BEGINNING OF MONTH: $1,041,482.40 CASH ON HAND - BEGINNING OF MONTH: 234,530.77$        

Receipts: -$                      Receipts: -$                      

Interest Earned: $3,856.98 Interest Earned (pd semi-annually May/Nov) : 877.08$                

Sub-total: 1,045,339.38$    Sub-total: 235,407.85$        

Disbursements: -$                      Disbursements: -$                      

Cash on Hand - Month End: 1,045,339.38$    Cash on Hand - Month End: 235,407.85$        

CASH ON HAND - BEGINNING OF MONTH: 157,980.60$        CASH ON HAND - BEGINNING OF MONTH: 1,065,564.23$    

Receipts: -$                      Receipts: -$                      

Interest Earned: 440.16$                Interest Earned: -$                      

Sub-total: 158,420.76$        Sub-total: 1,065,564.23$    

Disbursements: -$                      Withdrawal from CDAR : -$                      

Cash on Hand - Month End: 158,420.76$        Cash on Hand - Month End: 1,065,564.23$    

F&M Union Bank-Checking/Savings 0.5% / 0.75% Local Gov't. Investment Pool 4.36%

Farmers & Merchants Bank - CDARS 4.5% to 4.75%

WWTP REPLACEMENT FUNDS - LGIP #9 WWTP FALL RIVER RESTRICTRED REPLACEMENT FUNDS - F&M CDARS

F&M Bank/CDAR (2) - Interest paid out and deposited to Checking

SEWER UTILITY - LGIP #4 - SEWER UTILITY GENERAL FUNDS SEWER UTILITY - LGIP #8 - BOND REDEMPTION/RESERVE

SEWER UTILITY - LGIP #11 - COLLECTION MAIN - REPLACEMENT SEWER UTILITY - F&M SAVINGS - BOND REDEMPTION/RESERVE

NOTE:  Transfers are made monthly to accrue sufficient funds to make May 1 

and November 1 principal & interest payments.

NOTE:  Bond covenants require a "depreciation fund" with recommended balance 

of $300,000 to cover plant renewals and replacements.

CITY OF COLUMBUS - COLUMBUS UTILITIES

TREASURER'S REPORT - MAY 2025

GENERAL FUND (commingled cash) - ACCOUNT #1310

NOTE: Conventional utility accounting standards recommend a balance equal to 

two month's expenses - approx. $1,400,000  (LGIP & Checking).

F&M Bank/CDAR 52 Week Certificate of Deposit:

$170,211.28 Due June 2025 4.75%; $170,211.28 Due December 2025 4.75%

UTILITY GENERAL FUND - LGIP #13 - ACCOUNT #1314

MRB PRINCIPAL & INTEREST - LGIP #5 - ACCOUNT #1255 CW&L DEPRECIATION - LGIP #6 - ACCOUNT #1266
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CHECK

DATE NO NAME AMOUNT DESCRIPTION

21-May 24200 SUPERIOR CHEMCIAL LLC ($280.07) BOWL CLEANER, BATHROOM CLEANER, MULTIFOLD PREM TAD WHITE CASE, SMALL BATH TISSUE

21-May 24293 MIDWEST SALT ($3,441.22) BULK SALT

21-May 24302 USIC LOCATING SERVICES ($173.34) LOCATING EXPENSES

22-May 24354 A.C. ENGINEERING CO $1,482.10 SUB #3PROJECT

22-May 24355 ACE HARDWARE $30.69 PLASTIC BUCKET, MISC FASTENERS, PLASTIC LID, BATTERIES

22-May 24356 AMARIL UNIFORM COMPANY $48.80 FR CLOTHES FOR THE CREW

22-May 24357 AMBUSH PEST CONTROL $120.00 SUBSTATION RODENT CONTROL #4, ADMIN BUILDING RODEN CONTROL

22-May 24358 ANTHONY DERR $50.00 ADVANCED WASTEWATER BOOK FOR LICENSE

22-May 24359 B&M TECHNICAL SERVICES, INC $700.00 ADVANCED SCHEDULED SERVICE ONE TECHNICIAN PLUS MILEAGE

22-May 24360 BAKER TILLY US, LLP $11,630.00 2024 AUDIT SERVICES

22-May 24361 BASSETT MECHANICAL $753.00 MONTHLY MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT 2025 MAY

22-May 24362 CARDINAL EMBROIDERY & SCREEN $430.00 SHIRTS/EMBROIDERY LOGO/NAME

22-May 24363 CHEMTRADE CHEMICALS US $13,326.30 HYPER + ION 1997 HULK

22-May 24364 CITY OF COLUMBUS $67,285.89 MONTHLY PILOT PAYMENT, SALARIES,PHONE REIMBURSEMENT, LRS INVOICE 5943520, R&M INVOICE 156403

22-May 24365 COLUMN SOFTWARE PBC $296.20 MULTIPLE YEAR UNDERGROUND ELECTRIC FACILITY, MULTIPULE YEAR OVERHEAD FACILITY

22-May 24366 COMPONENTS PLUS LLC $504.21 SMART THERMOSTAT REBATE

22-May 24367 CORE & MAIN LP $503.83 1 1/2" WATER METER

22-May 24368 CULLIGAN WATER CONDITIONING $203.50 PE-DI RENT 5/1-5/31. DI REGENERATION CHARGE

22-May 24369 DAVY LABORATORIES $661.00 NITRATE (10), SDWA RADIOACTIVITY PACKAGE (30)

22-May 24370 DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION $5,602.31 PUBLIC BENEFITS Q3 2025

22-May 24371 DIGGERS HOTLINE, INC $110.50 LOCATING EXP

22-May 24372 DINGES FIRE COMPANY $285.00 CALIBRATION/BUMP TEST, DRAGER CALIBRATION/BUMP TEST (2)

22-May 24373 DORNER $5,899.96 WP #1 REPAIRS, WP #1 SOFTNER PROJECT

22-May 24374 FORSTER ELECTRICAL ENGIN $14,733.25 RE-ROUTE CIRCUIT #403 AT THE HOSPITAL, TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, DISTRIBUTION PLANNING, & REGULATORY APPROVAL, SUB 4 ADAMS C

22-May 24375 GRAINGER, INC $221.21 AIR COMPRESSOR STARTER PART WP #2, RADIAL BALL BRG 6001, 12MM BORE, ALLOY STMANUFACTUER, INLINE STRAINER, MARKING FLAGS

22-May 24376 HAWKINS $2,638.96 WATER TREAMENT CHEMICALS, WASTWEATER CHEMICALS

22-May 24377 HYDROCORP, LLC $980.00 CROSS CNNECTION CONTROL PROGRAM

22-May 24378 ICE MEDICAL ANSWERING SERVICE $400.62 PHONE ANSWERING SERVICE

22-May 24379 INFOSEND, INC $1,833.56 UTILITY BILL PRINTING AND MAILING, EVENT FLYER DPW

22-May 24380 J.M. BRENNAN INC $2,900.00 INSTALL NEW STARTERS IN BUCKETS WP#2

22-May 24381 JAKE BONESS $409.20 REIMBURSEMENT FOR SCHOOL EXP

22-May 24382 MADISON GRAPHICS CO $7,250.00 NEW LOGO & COATING FOR DIGGER TRUCK

22-May 24383 MALENCIA JOHNSON $599.56 REFUND OVER PAID UTILITIES

22-May 24384 MEUW $695.00 2025 MEUW EVENT, ANNUAL CONFERENCE HILEY & AMUNDSON

22-May 24385 MID-STATE EQUIPMENT, INC $1,882.72 10W30 OIL, OIL FILTER, BOBCAT CAB/HEAT/AIR SJC

22-May 24386 MIDWEST CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT $3,823.00 (3) DRUMS POLYMER

22-May 24387 MIDWEST SALT $10,352.86 BULK SALT

22-May 24388 NAPA AUTO PARTS $607.77 PREM START FUL 11OZ, BATTERY 18MO WTY, CORE DEPOSIT, OIL FILTER, COLANT FILTER

22-May 24389 NAPLETON FORD $72.58 2021 FOR F550 SUPER REPLACED BATTERIES

22-May 24390 NCL OF WISCONSIN, INC $916.72 WASTEWATER CHEMICALS

22-May 24391 NICHOLE MARKS $70.62 REFUND OVERPAID UTILITIES

22-May 24392 NORTHERN LAKE SERVICE $418.71 2025 MONTHLY/QUARTELY WASTEWATER

22-May 24393 OPEN POINT $1,250.00 MONTHLY SUBSCRIPTION

22-May 24394 O'REILLY AUTOMOTIVE $17.98 SPITTLER & ASSRY PLUG

22-May 24395 PACKERLAND RENT-A-MAT $389.07 URINAL REFILLS, MATS

22-May 24396 PELLITTERI WASTE SYSTEMS $690.20 DATA SHRED

22-May 24397 PRECISION STRIPPING & TIRE $19,684.38 RECONDITIONING OF POLE TRAILER

22-May 24398 PRIMUS MARKETING GROUP $968.20 4-12S METERS

22-May 24399 REDBOX + DUMPSTERS $1,213.40 30 YARD STANDARD DUMPSTER

COLUMBUS UTILITIES
Cash Disbursements Report

May, 2025
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22-May 24400 RHYME BUSINESS PRODUCTS $288.89 PRINTER AGREEMENT 

22-May 24401 RUEKERT & MIELKE, INC $28,066.83 5-YEAR SEWER TELEVISING PROGRAMS, WATER PLANT #1 REPAIRS, GENERAL SERVICES, WATER SCADA SERVICE WORK, WWTF BIOSOLIDS

22-May 24402 SABEL MECHANICAL $7,874.92 19 LOADS HAULED FOR WASTEWATER, NEW YELLOW FLOAT W/ 50 FT CABLE  WEIGHT

22-May 24403 SARAH ARTHUR $250.00 EV INCENTIVE

22-May 24404 SJE $43.40 4IN SEALING DIAPHRAGM

22-May 24405 STAAB CONSTRUCTION $44,000.00 WATER PLANT #1 REPAIRS

22-May 24406 SUPERIOR CHEMCIAL LLC $407.25 BOWL CLEANER, BATHROOM CLEANER, MULTIFOLD PREM TAD WHITE CASE, SMALL BATH TISSUE

22-May 24407 STUTTLE-STRAUS $1,285.40 HOME ENERGY REPORTS

22-May 24408 USA BLUE BOOK $690.07 DAILY WATER TESTING MATERIALS

22-May 24409 USIC LOCATING SERVICES $1,709.34 LOCATING EXPENSES

22-May 24410 VC3, INC $289.71 NETWORK SECURITY /FIREWALL LICENSE & SUBSCRIPTION

22-May 24411 WATER TOWER CLEAN & COAT $2,200.00 FILTER TANK SANITATION

22-May 24412 WI STATE LABORATORY OF HY $168.00 SAMPLE, NUTRIENTS B CERTIFICATION, FLUORIDE TEST

22-May 24413 WISCONSIN DNR-ENVIROMENTAL FEE $4,839.33 LABORATORY CERTIFICATION FEES, WASTEWATER FEES

22-May 24414 WISEGUYS AUTO REPAIR $84.00 TIRE DISPOSAL (14)

SUBTOTAL $273,245.37 ACCOUNTS PAYABLE LIST APPROVED AT MAY MEETING

ACH Farmers & Merchants Union Bank $15.00 NSF Fees

22-May ACH-4213 BROOK ANDLER $50.00 Commission Salary for May

22-May ACH-4214 JACK SANDERSON $50.00 Commission Salary for May

22-May ACH-4215 Michael Thom $50.00 Commission Salary for May

22-May ACH-4216 Regan Rule $50.00 Commission Salary for May

22-May ACH-4217 Sandra Curtis $50.00 Commission Salary for May

22-May ACH-4218 SEERA $1,848.83 FOCUS ON ENERGY PAYMENT

06-May ACH-4219 BP $629.62 FUEL

20-May ACH-4220 CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS $100.00 INTERNET ADMIN BUILDING

07-May ACH-4221 FP MAILING SOLUTIONS $800.00 POSTAGE

06-May ACH-4222 KWIK TRIP $42.72 FUEL

06-May ACH-4223 PAYMENT SERVICE NETWORK $3,038.75 CUSTOMER PAYMENT

12-May ACH-4224 US CELLULAR $41.67 CELL PHONE CHARGES

19-May ACH-4225 WE ENERGIES $12.20 WASTE WATER PUMP STATION

07-May ACH-4226 FP MAILING SOLUTIONS $81.18 POSTAGE METER RENTAL

19-May ACH-4227 WE ENERGIES $14.19 WESTSIDE SEWAGE LIFT

28-May ACH-4228 WPPI $447,792.20 POWER BILL  4/1/23 TO 4/30/23, NORTHSTAR;  ELECTRIC & WATER MDM CHARGES; INTERFACE, RESIDENTIAL AMI METERING PROJECT, LOAN

21-May ACH-4229 CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS $119.99 INTERNET ELECTRIC SCADA

21-May ACH-4230 WE ENERGIES $645.47 NATURAL GAS SERVICE ADMIN BUILDING

06-May ACH-4231 WI DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE $1,902.02 GROSS REVENUE ASSESSMENT LICENSE FEE

09-May ACH-4232 WI DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE $16,583.04 SALES AND USE TAX

20-May ACH-4233 CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS $130.00 WASTEWATER SPECTRUM

20-May ACH-4234 CINTAS FIRST AID & SAFETY $54.10 FIRST AID SUPPLIES

20-May ACH-4235 KWIK TRIP $54.68 FUEL

19-May ACH-4236 WE ENERGIES $1,388.90 TREATMENT PLANT

21-May ACH-4237 ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES $2,289.36 MARKETING MATERIALS, SHIPPING OF SUBSTATION OIL FOR TESTING, SHIP HEATER BACK FROM WP #2, PAPER EMAIL SUPSCRIPTIONS, PAP

21-May ACH-4238 GENERATOR ON JAMES ST $16.16 GENERATOR ON JAMES ST

19-May ACH-4239 WE ENERGIES $15.82 NATURAL GAS SERVICE WATER PLANT #2

21-May ACH-4240 WE ENERGIES $15.22 119 MIDDLETON ST LIFT STATION

21-May ACH-4241 WE ENERGIES $13.24 WATERLOO ST LIFT STATION

02-May ACH CWL Net Payroll $33,505.84 Net Payroll for 1st Payroll in May #9

02-May ACH-4205 EFTPS $11,811.17 FICA/MED/FED Withholding Payroll #9

02-May ACH-4206 NORTHSHORE DEFFERED COMP $300.00 Payroll Deferral Billing for Payroll #9

02-May ACH-4207 WI Deferred Comp Board $1,636.76 Payroll Deferral Billing for Payroll #9

02-May ACH-4208 Wisconsin Department of Revenue $1,823.26 State Withholding Payroll #9

12-May ACH CWL Net Payroll $34,806.80 Net Payroll for 2nd Payroll in May #10

12-May ACH -4209 EFTPS $12,445.15 FICA/MED/FED Withholding Payroll #10

12-May ACH -4210 NORTHSHORE DEFFERED COMP $300.00 Payroll Deferral Billing for Payroll #10

12-May ACH -4211 WI Deferred Comp Board $1,761.88 Payroll Deferral Billing for Payroll #10

12-May ACH -4212 Wisconsin Department of Revenue $1,882.77 State Withholding Payroll #10

8

Item #2.



27-May ACH Investment Pool $30,000.00 April Bond Interest Payment 

27-May ACH Investment Pool $5,000.00 April Depreciation Payment

27-May ACH Investment Pool $15,500.00 Transfer into LGIP #13 General Fund

30-May ACH CWL Net Payroll $39,116.45 Net Payroll for 2nd Payroll in May #11

30-May ACH -4249 EFTPS $13,826.92 FICA/MED/FED Withholding Payroll #11

30-May ACH -4250 NORTHSHORE DEFFERED COMP $300.00 Payroll Deferral Billing for Payroll #11

30-May ACH -4251 WI Deferred Comp Board $2,037.23 Payroll Deferral Billing for Payroll #11

30-May ACH -4252 Wisconsin Department of Revenue $1,889.13 State Withholding Payroll #11

30-May ACH -4242 City of Columbus - Retirement $22,071.42 Retirement for Employees - May

30-May ACH -4243 City of Columbus - Health Insurance $19,308.06 Dean Care Health Insurance for Employees - May

30-May ACH -4244 City of Columbus - Life $308.92 Life Insurance for Employees - May

30-May ACH -4245 City of Columbus - Dental Insurance $1,231.52 Dental Insurance for Employees - May

30-May ACH -4246 City of Columbus - Vision Insurance $151.20 Vision Insurance for Employees- May

30-May ACH -4247 City of Columbus - Health Savings Account $2,162.00 Health Savings Account Transfer for Employees - May

30-May ACH -4248 City of Columbus - LTD $343.10 LONG TERM DISABILITY NON MONEY TRANSFER

31-May ACH Farmers & Merchants Union Bank $154.60 ACH/ PSN/WIRE Fees

SUBTOTAL $731,568.54

TOTAL $1,004,813.91 APPROVED BY:
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RESOLUTION NO.  2025-01 

 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE COLUMBUS WWTP COMPLIANCE MAINTENANCE ANNUAL 

REPORT (CMAR) 2024 

 

RESOLVED, that the City of Columbus and Columbus Utilities informs the Wisconsin Department of 

Natural Resources that the following actions were taken by the Columbus Utilities Commission: 

1. Reviewed the Compliance Maintenance Annual Report (CMAR) which is attached to this 

Resolution. 

2. Set forth the following actions necessary to maintain effluent requirements as noted within 

the City’s WPDES permit # WI-0021008-10-0: No action required at this time. 

 

Dated this   day of     

 

CITY OF COLUMBUS    

 

By:        

Joseph Hammer, Mayor 

 

By:        

Susan Caine, City Clerk 

 

 COLUMBUS UTILITIES   

 

By:        

Michael Thom, Commission President 

 

By:        

Sandy Curtis, Commission Vice President 
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550 N. Burr Oak Ave. 
Oregon, WI 53575 

(608) 835-9009 

 “Excellence in electrical distribution design since 1981”  
 
 
 
SENT BY EMAIL 
 
May 29, 2025 
 
Columbus Utilities 
Michelle Kaltenberg, Business Manager 
950 Maple Ave. 
Columbus, WI 53925 
 
Subject: Columbus Utilities, Multiple-Year Overhead Electric Facility Installation Unit 

Pricing Contract, C09-25B, Spec 4218. 
 
Dear Michelle: 
 
We have analyzed and reviewed the bids received for the Columbus Utilities, Multiple-
Year Overhead Electric Facility Installation Unit Pricing Contract.  Six contractors 
submitted bids on this project. The contractors were Hooper, Corp., MP Systems, INC., 
Michels Power, INC., Jolma Utilities, LLC., M.J. Electric, LLC., and Intercon 
Construction, INC.  
 
To determine the lowest responsible bidder, we analyzed the bids based on units for 
potential projects that Columbus Utilities could construct.  The bid documents clearly 
state that the owner makes no guarantee of any work to the contractor that is awarded 
this contract.  When Columbus Utilities has a project that they intend to construct using 
this pricing, a Task Order between the utility and the awarded bidder will be created 
clearly detailing what units will be used, the quantity for each unit, and the total cost of 
the Task Order.    
 
After our analysis, we have determined that Jolma Utilities, LLC., is the evaluated low 
bidder and recommend that you award contract C09-2B, Spec. 4218, to them.  Forster 
Electrical Engineering has worked successfully with Jolma Utilities on past projects with 
other municipal electric utilities.  Jolma Utilities. has an impressive record with their 
safety, experienced crews, and exceptional work 
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Please note that there will not be an ‘official’ contract amount as the contract price will 
not be established until Task Order(s) are created for the project(s) that will be 
constructed. 
 
If you have any questions, please let me know.  Once Columbus Utilities has approved 
this contractor, please let us know and we will begin to send the contract out for 
signatures. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
FORSTER ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING, INC. 

 

Joshua M. Hergert 

 
Copy: Bruce Beth, P.E., Jacob Feltz, Paige Younggren 
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550 N. Burr Oak Ave. 
Oregon, WI 53575 

(608) 835-9009 

 “Excellence in electrical distribution design since 1981”  
 
 
 
SENT BY EMAIL 
 
June 9, 2025 
 
Columbus Utilities 
Michelle Kaltenberg, Business Manager 
950 Maple Ave. 
Columbus, WI 53925 
 
Subject: Columbus Utilities, Multiple-Year Underground Electric Facility Installation 

Unit Pricing Contract, C09-25B, Spec 4219. 
 
Dear Michelle: 
 
We have analyzed and reviewed the bids received for the Columbus Utilities, Multiple-
Year Underground Electric Facility Installation Unit Pricing Contract.  Seven contractors 
submitted bids on this project. The contractors were J&R Underground LLC., MP 
Systems INC., Michels Underground Cable INC., Kochs Telecommunications Service 
INC., Corevac LLC., Intercon Construction INC., and Jolma Utilities LLC. 
 
As you know, MP Systems INC. provided a clarification and exclusions, as well as an 
addendum that proposes change to the contract documents.  Some of the proposed 
changes are: 

 Not guaranteeing a fixed cost on units that require the contractor to supply 
materials. (Clarification and Exclusion & Addendum) 

 Proposing changes to excuse performance that is different than the contract 
documents. (Addendum) 

 Proposing changes to the proper performance of the services. (Addendum) 

Because of these proposed changes to the contract documents by MP Systems INC. 
we would recommend changing the recommended contractor. 
 
The next responsible bidder is J&R Underground LLC. J&R Underground has a long 
outstanding history working with many municipal electric utilities.  Also, Forster 
Electrical Engineering has very successfully worked with J&R Underground on small to 
very large projects.  Columbus Utilities has a positive prior working relationship with 
J&R Underground.  When emergency situations have aroused, J&R Underground has 
dropped everything to come in aid.  Though J&R Underground have proposed some 
changes to the contract documents.  We feel that those changes are minor and that the 
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benefits of working with J&R Underground with the Underground Unit Price Contract is 
worth the change in recommendation. 
 
To determine the lowest responsible bidder, we analyzed the bids based on units for 
potential projects that Columbus Utilities could construct.  The bid documents clearly 
state that the owner makes no guarantee of any work to the contractor that is awarded 
this contract.  When Columbus Utilities has a project that they intend to construct using 
this pricing, a Task Order between the utility and the awarded bidder will be created 
clearly detailing what units will be used, the quantity for each unit, and the total cost of 
the Task Order.    
 
After our analysis and communication with Columbus Utilities we have determined that 
J&R Underground LLC., is the evaluated responsible low bidder and recommend that 
you award contract C09-25B, Spec. 4219, to them.  J&R Underground has worked 
successfully with many other municipal electric utilities in southcentral Wisconsin.  They 
are excellent contractors with experienced crews that do exceptional work.   
  
Please note that there will not be an ‘official’ contract amount as the contract price will 
not be established until Task Order(s) are created for the project(s) that will be 
constructed. 
 
If you have any questions, please let me know.  Once Columbus Utilities has approved 
this contractor, please let us know and we will begin to send the contract out for 
signatures. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
FORSTER ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING, INC. 

 

Joshua M. Hergert 

 
Copy: Bruce Beth, P.E., Jacob Feltz, Paige Younggren 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Utility Commission Meeting 

Meeting Date: June 19, 2025 

 

Item Title: Award of contract to Forest Landscaping & Construction for $25,950 for 
lateral and manhole repairs. 

Submitted By: Peter Gallun, Lead Wastewater Operator 

Mike Blazejovsky, Project Manager – Ruekert-Mielke 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

We have received a proposal from Forest to complete the 4 excavation repairs on Hwy 73 as we have 
all discussed.  These are the highest priority repairs, as they all include excavation with the area to be 
paved.  The proposal includes the following repairs: 

1. Rebuild manhole E41 chimney (manhole is offset from cone, not terrible, but now is the time) 
2. Rebuild manhole E53 chimney (crumbling concrete rings with pieces missing) 
3. Offset/broken lateral connection 106’ from MH D27 towards D25 
4. Offset/broken lateral connection 284’ from MH E52 towards E51 

We have reviewed their proposal and believe it is a fair cost for the difficulty level of the work, especially 
with it in essence being an emergency to get it done prior to the paving project.  We did tell Forest to 
assume that the City can help out with traffic control to try and save some money. 

With some concern about settlement in the lateral excavations with paving occurring so quickly 
afterwards, we asked Forest to provide a supplementary cost for slurry backfill in lieu of stone.  Slurry 
backfill would add approx. $9,000 to the total.  In our opinion, we think as long as we have an inspector 
onsite (possibly even myself) while the repairs are being done, we can assure that Forest does a good 
job compacting the stone backfill and can avoid the extra $9,000. 

The work was anticipated in the 2025 borrowing.  Our plan would be to initially fund the work from 
collection system reserves until proceeds are received from the bond issuance, where we would then 
repay the reserve fund. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Proposal from Forest 

 

Action Requested of Commission: 

Award of contract to Forest Landscaping & Construction for $25,950 for lateral and manhole repairs. 
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.

Estimate:

Columbus Lateral & Manhole Repairs

Project Description:

Int/Ext are included on the manhole repairs E41 & E53

Mobilization is included in items 3 & 4

Pricing for items 3 & 4 includes stone backfill, slurry back will be an extra, billed by the cubic yard

Address:

Various locations along HWY 73

City of Columbus

Attn: Mike Blazejovsky

Description # of Items UM Cost Per Totals

1. Rebuild Manhole E41 1 LS 1,800.00$                     1,800.00$                     

2. Rebuild Manhole E53 1 LS 1,800.00$                     1,800.00$                     

3. Broken Lateral Connection 106' from D27 1 LS 10,150.00$                   10,150.00$                   

4. Broken Lateral Connection 284' from E52 1 LS 12,200.00$                   12,200.00$                   

-$                              -$                              

-$                              -$                              

25,950.00$                   

ALT PRICING - Slurry backfill ILO of stone backfill 1 CY 90.00$                          90.00$                          

(Estimating 100CY would be needed for both excavations--$9000)

 

   /    /    /    /

Forest Landscaping & Construction, Inc.
W8583 Finch Brothers Road

Lake Mills, Wisconsin, 53551

920-648-8704 (Office)

forestlandjason@gmail.com

forestlandturner@gmail.com

Please sign and date the bottom of both pages and return by fax, e-mail or regular mail.
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The conditions of this proposal will be honored for 30 days, after that time Forest Landscaping & Construction, Inc. (Forest) reserves the right to adjust 

the terms of this proposal.  All agreements entered through this proposal/contract contingent upon strikes, accidents, or delays beyond our control-

Forest reserves the right to adjust the terms of this contract if work is not completed within 14 days of authorization date or if the contract items are 

not completed within the stated timeframe.  Also, within the duration of the contract, Forest reserves the right to pass along operational cost increases

that occur prior to construction phase operations.

This proposal shall be incorporated into project contract agreement and shall have precedence in case of conflicting terms in scope, contract conditions,

or other stipulations.

Payment requested upon substantial completion of work, although Forest retains the right to bill as work progresses.  Finance Charge - 1.5% per month,

18% annually.

Forest will not be responsible for damage to any underground utilities or other concealed conditions if the Owner/Contractor fails to give Forest advance

notice of their presence and/or location.  Owner/Contractor agrees to indemnify and hold Forest harmless for any loss, expense, or damage resulting

from, arising out of, or in any way associated to such condition.  Diggers Hotline is responsibility of Forest per WI law.

The Owner/Contractor must authorize any changes to the project conditions requiring additional costs to this contract through a written change order

prior to commencement of extra work.

It is understood that the contractor will not assess liquidated damages against Forest without providing documentation that Forest failed to complete

contracted work within the agreed allotted time in (contract/schedule) or within allotted contract/schedule extensions.

This proposal includes one (1) mobilization onto the job for each phase of the work (as indicated in the proposal).  Additional mobilizations due to 

circumstances not controlled by Forest (acts or omissions of the Owner/Contractor) will be charged to the Owner/Contractor as noted or indicated by

Forest.

Prior to initiating operations for the proposed work , the work of others is to be completed to an extent that it will not in any way conflict or interfere with

Forest operations.  Owner/Contractor agrees to pay costs of additional mobilizations or reduced productivity attributable to obstructions caused by the

incompletion of other contractor's work, if Forest is directed to begin operations prior to completion of preceding work.

All labor and materials are conclusively accepted as satisfactory unless written exception is submitted to Forest within 7 days of performance.

WARRANTY.  All materials will meet the specifications set forth in this proposal and all work is to be completed in a workmanlike manner according

to standard industry practices.  We will, at our option, replace or repair any defects in material or workmanship within one year from the date the work

was performed subject to the limits set forth in the preceding paragraph.  This warranty is not transferable.  We have made no representations or 

warranties, other than those contained herein, and we hereby disclaim any and all other express or implied warranties of any kind

including but not limited to any implied warranty of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose.

Through this agreement the Owner/Contractor assumes all responsibility for, and consequences associated with, securing and complying with

all necessary permits required by all regulating agency.  Also, through this agreement the Owner/Contractor indemnifies and absolves Forest of any 

consequences imposed by any regulating agency as a result of these services.

Forest employees are fully covered by Workman's Compensation Insurance.  Property owner is required to carry fire, tornado, and any other necessary

insurance.

AS REQUIRED BY WISCONSIN CONSTRUCTION LIEN LAW, THE BUILDER(FOREST) HEREBY NOTIFIES THE OWNER THAT

PERSONS OR COMPANIES FURNISHING LABOR AND/OR MATERIALS FOR CONSTRUCTION ON THE OWNER'S LAND MAY 

HAVE LIEN RIGHTS ON THE OWNER'S LAND AND/OR BUILDING IF NOT PAID.  THOSE ENTITLED TO LIEN RIGHTS, IN 

ADDITION TO THE BUILDER, ARE THOSE WHO CONTRACT DIRECTLY WITH THE OWNER OR THOSE WHO PRESENT NOTICE

OF PENDING LIEN CLAIMS WITHIN 60 DAYS AFTER INITIAL FURNISHING OF LABOR AND MATERIALS FOR CONSTRUCTION.  

ACCORDINGLY, THE OWNER WILL PROBABLY RECEIVE NOTICES FROM THOSE WHO FURNISH LABOR AND MATERIALS 

FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, AND SHOULD FORWARD A COPY OF EACH NOTICE TO HIS MORTGAGE LENDER, IF ANY, 

TO SEE THAT ALL POTENTIAL LIEN CLAIMANTS ARE DULY PAID.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature of Acceptance/Owner/Agent of Owner Date

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Printed Name Position

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

**If proposal is accepted, please return one signed copy and keep one copy for your records.  By the above signature, the proposal price for

work and terms as described are accepted and Forest Landscaping & Construction, Inc. is granted authorization to begin all necessary operations.

Forest Landscaping & Construction, Inc.
W8583 Finch Brothers Road

Lake Mills, Wisconsin, 53551

STANDARD TERMS AND CONDITIONS
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Utility Commission 

Meeting Date: June 19, 2025 

 

Item Title: Award of contract to Visu-Sewer for $72,644 to install 1,525 feet of National 
Liner. 

Submitted By: Peter Gallun, Lead Wastewater Operator 

Mike Blazejovsky, Project Manager – Ruekert-Mielke 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

These two proposals are from Visu Sewer for installing Cured-In-Place lining in selected sanitary 
sewers under Hwy 73. 

We had Visu Sewer give us one proposal for lining only the “high” priority segments as noted in my 
recommendations spreadsheet (attached for reference).  These are segments that should be 
rehabilitated sooner than later given the new pavement going over the top.  It’s important to note that 
this work likely wouldn’t happen until later in the year, after the paving is done.  The lining industry in 
general typically has a backlog of a few months, or longer. 

The second proposal they put together is for doing both the “high” and “medium” segments all in one 
project.  The “medium” segments are those that could potentially wait, but shouldn’t be forgotten.  While 
not “high” priority, there is some cost savings to doing more all at one time.  It also would probably be 
nice to do it all and not worry about anything under Hwy 73 for a long time.  We also understand that 
funding might not allow for it, which is why we had them break it into two proposals. 

We think that Visu’s proposals are both fair, and in line with the pricing we got from them for last year’s 
work ($44.25 per LF for 8” lining), especially with this project having higher lateral counts to reinstate, 
and more challenging setups than last year’s project.  If the City were to approve the larger scope 
proposal, there is a cost savings of $2.25 to $2.50 per LF.  Their pricing is also comparable to projects 
we have publicly bid within SE WI. 

The work was anticipated in the 2025 borrowing.  Our plan would be to initially fund the work from 
collection system reserves until proceeds are received from the bond issuance, where we would then 
repay the reserve fund. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Visu-Sewer Proposal – Base Scope 

Visu-Sewer Proposal – Full Scope 

Repair List & Cost Estimate 

 

Action Requested of Commission: 

Award of contract to Visu-Sewer for $72,644 to install 1,525 feet of National Liner -or- 

Award of contract to Visu-Sewer for $146,639.75 to install 3,333 feet of National Liner. 
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www.visu-sewer.com 
 

WISCONSIN - ILLINOIS - MINNESOTA - IOWA - MISSOURI - VIRGINIA - OHIO 

Proposal 

 

 To: Peter Gallun From: Mike Olsen 

  City of Columbus  Visu Sewer, LLC. 

  537 River Road  W230 N4855 Betker Dr. 

  Columbus, WI  53925  Pewaukee, WI 53072 

  (920) 623-5915  262-695-2340 
 

   Date:     6/10/2025                         Project: Base Scope 2025 Sanitary Sewer CIPP Installation 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Visu-Sewer is pleased to provide the following quotation for CIPP installation: 

 

Install 517 linear feet of 8" National Liner @ $44.00 per linear foot     $22,748.00 

Install 1,008 linear feet of 10" National Liner @ $49.50 per linear foot    $49,896.00 

                                          

The above listed pricesare based on a video inspection dated 5/20/2025 and assumes the current pipe conditions are 

suitable for CIPP installation. Pricing includes: 

 

 - Labor, material, and equipment 

 - Mobilization and Traffic Control. 

 - One (1) pass jet cleaning and televising of sewers prior to installation. 

 - Bypass pumping of average dry weather flow 

 - Installation of National Liner per manufacturer's instructions, ASTM 1216. 

 - Installation of hydrophilic end seals in upstream and downstream ends of five (5) pipe sections 

 - Reinstatement of sixty-eight (68) active service connections 

 - Televising sewers after installation 

 
NOTE: Due to volatility in material pricing and availability this proposal is valid for 30 days from the date of origination. 

If a signed proposal has not been received within 30 days price(s) may be adjusted upon mutual agreement, or the 

proposal may be withdrawn by either party. 

  

The City of Columbus shall provide: drivable equipment access to all manholes, water from nearby hydrants 

(without charge), a dump site for captured debris, and traffic control beyond cones and signs. If needed, removal of 

obstructions (e.g., roots, deposits, and protruding taps) will be completed at a T&M rate of $385.00 per hour. If 

needed, grouting of active leaks, will be completed at a T&M rate of $385.00 per hour plus $15.00 per gallon of 

material used. Heavy cleaning will be quoted separately. Mobilization and/ or time on site will be billed at a T&M 

rate of $385.00 per hour for pipe sections not suitable for CIPP installation. Thank you for the opportunity to quote 

on this project.  Please do not hesitate to call if you have any questions. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
All material is guaranteed to be as specified.  All work to be completed in a substantial workmanlike manner according to standard practices or specifications submitted.  Any alteration or 

deviation from the above specifications involving extra costs will be executed only upon written orders and will become an extra charge over and above the estimate.  All agreements 

contingent upon strikes, accidents, or delays beyond our control.  The owner to carry fire, tornado, and other necessary insurance.  If a collapse of the original pipe results during the lining 

process, Visu-Sewer, LLC. will not be held liable for costs associated with excavation, repairs, or restoration.  Our workers are fully covered by Workmen's Compensation Insurance. Time and 

material rates are charged "port to port". This proposal may be withdrawn if not accepted within 30 days of issue. Terms - Net 30 days.  
 

Acceptance of Proposal 

The above prices / conditions are satisfactory and are hereby accepted.  Visu-Sewer, LLC. is authorized to do the 

work as specified. 

 

Date: _________________      Signature: ______________________________________ 
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www.visu-sewer.com 
 

WISCONSIN - ILLINOIS - MINNESOTA - IOWA - MISSOURI - VIRGINIA - OHIO 

Proposal 

 

 To: Peter Gallun From: Mike Olsen 

  City of Columbus  Visu Sewer, LLC. 

  537 River Road  W230 N4855 Betker Dr. 

  Columbus, WI  53925  Pewaukee, WI 53072 

  (920) 623-5915  262-695-2340 
 

   Date:     6/10/2025                         Project: Full Scope 2025 Sanitary Sewer CIPP Installation 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Visu-Sewer is pleased to provide the following quotation for CIPP installation: 

 

Install 1,886 linear feet of 8" National Liner @ $41.50 per linear foot     $78,269.00 

Install 1,447 linear feet of 10" National Liner @ $47.25 per linear foot    $68,370.75 

                                          

The above listed prices are based on a video inspection dated 5/20/2025 and assumes the current pipe conditions are 

suitable for CIPP installation. Pricing includes: 

 

 - Labor, material, and equipment 

 - Mobilization and Traffic Control. 

 - One (1) pass jet cleaning and televising of sewers prior to installation. 

 - Bypass pumping of average dry weather flow 

 - Installation of National Liner per manufacturer's instructions, ASTM 1216. 

 - Installation of hydrophilic end seals in upstream and downstream ends of eleven (11) pipe sections 

 - Reinstatement of one hundred and eight (108) active service connections 

 - Televising sewers after installation 

 
NOTES: Reaming of cast iron under railroad tracks will be completed at a T&M rate of $455.00 per hour. Due to 

volatility in material pricing and availability this proposal is valid for 30 days from the date of origination. If a signed 

proposal has not been received within 30 days price(s) may be adjusted upon mutual agreement, or the proposal may be 

withdrawn by either party. 

 

The City of Columbus shall provide: drivable equipment access to all manholes, water from nearby hydrants 

(without charge), a dump site for captured debris, and traffic control beyond cones and signs. If needed, removal of 

obstructions (e.g., roots, deposits, and protruding taps) will be completed at a T&M rate of $385.00 per hour. If 

needed, grouting of active leaks, will be completed at a T&M rate of $385.00 per hour plus $15.00 per gallon of 

material used. Heavy cleaning will be quoted separately. Mobilization and/ or time on site will be billed at a T&M 

rate of $385.00 per hour for pipe sections not suitable for CIPP installation. Thank you for the opportunity to quote 

on this project.  Please do not hesitate to call if you have any questions. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
All material is guaranteed to be as specified.  All work to be completed in a substantial workmanlike manner according to standard practices or specifications submitted.  Any alteration or 

deviation from the above specifications involving extra costs will be executed only upon written orders and will become an extra charge over and above the estimate.  All agreements 

contingent upon strikes, accidents, or delays beyond our control.  The owner to carry fire, tornado, and other necessary insurance.  If a collapse of the original pipe results during the lining 

process, Visu-Sewer, LLC. will not be held liable for costs associated with excavation, repairs, or restoration.  Our workers are fully covered by Workmen's Compensation Insurance. Time and 

material rates are charged "port to port". This proposal may be withdrawn if not accepted within 30 days of issue. Terms - Net 30 days.  

Acceptance of Proposal 

The above prices / conditions are satisfactory and are hereby accepted.  Visu-Sewer, LLC. is authorized to do the 

work as specified. 

 

Date: _________________      Signature: ______________________________________ 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Utility Commission Meeting 

Meeting Date: June 19, 2025 

 

Item Title: Award of quote to Ess Brothers and Sons for $11,700 for manhole chimney 
tuckpointing and sealing. 

Submitted By: Peter Gallun, Lead Wastewater Operator 

Mike Blazejovsky, Project Manager – Ruekert-Mielke 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

This is the 3rd of 3 emails for now – the attached proposal from Ess Bros. is for manhole chimney 
tuckpointing and sealing using the Flex-Seal product that they came to the City and performed the free 
Demo last year on Avalon Rd. 

These chimney repairs are outlined in my recommendation’s spreadsheet (attached again for easy 
reference).  While most of these chimney repairs are not our main priority out of everything we have 
recommended, we think they are still very important to preserve the infrastructure within the paving 
project.  Repairing them now and sealing them with the Flex-Seal product will assure they don’t 
deteriorate to a point where they can’t be rehabilitated internally.  These repairs would be performed 
after the paving is complete, which would assure that any adjustments that are made to the castings 
during the paving project get sealed with the rest of the chimney. 

From what we have seen, their pricing is very economical, considerably less than the typical 
mechanical rubber Cretex seal that is commonly installed.  It’s cheap insurance that we are addressing 
any deterioration and these chimneys can last as long as the roadway.  In my opinion, hand-applied 
products are far superior to the commonly used rubber seals. 

The work was anticipated in the 2025 borrowing.  Our plan would be to initially fund the work from 
collection system reserves until proceeds are received from the bond issuance, where we would then 
repay the reserve fund. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Ess Brothers and Sons Quote 

Repair List & Cost Estimate 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Award of quote to Ess Brothers and Sons for $11,700 for manhole chimney tuckpointing and sealing. 
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QUOTE

QUOTE
DATE

6/3/2025

QUOTE #

B10130

Ess Brothers and Sons, Inc.

9350 County Road 19
MN 55357

ENGINEER

Ruekert-Mielke

CITY

COLUMBUS, WI

BID DATE

TBD

PROJECT NAME

FLEXSEAL

QUOTED BY

TRENT

SIGNATURE

Phone # 763-478-2027

Fax # 763-478-8868 www.essbrothers.com

TOTAL

   Quantities are approximate, changes could alter price. 
Freight is estimated on one single shipment and is estimated

on the day of the quote.  Invoiced freight will be based on the
actual freight based on the day shipped.

   ***QUOTES VALID FOR 14 DAYS!!!!!!
 ***SPECIAL ORDER ITEMS ARE NON-RETURNABLE

Contractor is responsible for correct sales tax & items
   If a Bond is required, it will be charge back to the client

HDPE Rings, Pro Rings, and Seals are non refundable. 
Please order accordingly.

DESCRIPTION WEIGHTQTYBID ITEM COST TOTAL

FLEX-SEAL UTILITY SEALANT 2.0 PRICE
INCLUDES:
2 MATERIAL KITS, LABOR FOR
INSTALLATION OF FLEX-SEAL UTILITY
SEALANT, CONCRETE CHIMNEY PATCHING

2014 800.00 11,200.00T

MOBILIZATION 1 500.00 500.00T
0.00% 0.00

_____________________________________

PROJECT #    _________________________________________

$11,700.00
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Utility Commission 

Meeting Date: June 19, 2025 

 

Item Title: Discussion regarding city ordinance for sewer lateral repairs 

Submitted By: Jacob Holbert, Utilities Director 

Peter Gallun, Lead WasteWater Operator 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

A vast majority of our I&I is coming from the laterals. The exact point where the municipal ROW is 
unknown since our sewer lines are not traced and able to be marked above ground to determine exact 
location. If the utility was to attempt a real effort at I&I reduction the guessing game would severely 
delay our efforts as well as increase the costs to the city. Areas that we are working on during our 
projects we may be able to work something out with property owners to piggy back onto the work we 
are doing with various contractors such as Visu Sewer for lining.  

 

Ideally any lateral work on our sewer system should be done with the understanding that in addition to 
any lateral repairs or lining a street wye will be placed within 3 ft of the homes foundation and a vertical 
3” riser and removable cap will be installed as a clean out. This will benefit not only the utility in regards 
to lateral repairs and identification, but also when the home has issues with sewer backups and our 
mains needing to be jetted. It is a small expense that will be adding a drastic amount of security and 
insurance for both parties.  

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Ordinance 718-15 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Discussion and direction 
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C:\Program Files (x86)\neevia.com\docConverterPro\temp\NVDC\8CF90DF7-6844-4B59-A796-C889B53DBF64\ORD.718.15 Building

Sewers.docx 
 

CITY OF COLUMBUS

 

ORDINANCE 718 – 15

 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL AND CREATE SECTION 90-288(2), AND CERTAIN 

SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 102 DEALING WITH BUILDING SEWERS

 

The Common Council of the City of Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin do 

hereby ordain as follows:

 

1. Section 90-288(2) is repealed in its entirety and recreated to now read as follows:     

 

 (2) The subdivider shall install building sewer from the public main to a point 

five feet beyond the street right-of-way line for each lot within the 

subdivision.  The size, type, and installation of all sanitary sewers proposed 

to be constructed shall be in accordance with the plans and specifications 

approved by the City Engineer.

  

   

The definition of “building sewer” as set forth in Section 102-192 is hereby repealed 

and recreated to read as follows:

 

 Building sewer (also commonly referred to as sewer lateral) means the extension 

from the building drain to the public sewer main or other place of disposal.  Once 

constructed, the portion of the building sewer located within the public right-of- 

way, including the connection with the actual sewer main, shall be considered an 

integral part of the public sewer, and maintenance of this portion of the building 

sewer shall become the responsibility of the City.

 

3. Section 102-194 is repealed in its entirety and recreated to now read as follows: 

 

 SECTION 102-194  Cost of Sewer Connection.  All costs and expenses incident 

to the initial construction, installation and connection of the building sewer with the 

public sewer main shall be borne by the property owner.  The property owner shall 

indemnify the City from any loss or damage that may directly or indirectly be caused 

by the initial installation of the building sewer.

 

4. Section 102-202 is repealed in its entirety and recreated to now read as follows: 

 

 SECTION 102-202  User to Keep in Repair.  Except as provided for in Section 

102-205 of this Code, all users shall keep their own building sewer in good repair
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and protected from frost, at the user’s own risk and expense, and shall prevent any 

unnecessary overburdening of the public sewer system.

 

5. Section 102-203 is repealed in its entirety and recreated to now read as follows: 

 

 SECTION 102-203  User Use Only.  No user shall allow others or other services 

to connect to the public sewer system through the user’s building sewer.

 

6. Section 102-205 is repealed in its entirety and recreated to now read as follows:

 

 SECTION 102-205  Maintenance of Services.   

(a) The City shall maintain the public sewer within the limits of the City from 

the public sewer main, and all areas within the city right of way, including 

each user’s building sewer connection to the public main  The City shall be 

responsible for the expense of maintaining this portion of the public sewer, 

except when a building sewer is damaged as a result of negligence or 

carelessness on the part of the private user, in which case the building sewer 

shall be repaired by the City at the expense of the private user. All sewer 

services from the point of the public right-of-way to and throughout the 

premises shall be maintained free from defective conditions by and at the

expense of the private user or owner of the property.  

(b) If a private user notices a malfunction of its building sewer, the private user, 

at the user’s sole expense shall be responsible for taking all steps necessary 

to determine the cause of the malfunction. The private user may contract with 

the City to determine the cause and location of the malfunction. If the cause 

of the malfunction is located in that portion of the building sewer on the 

private user’s property, the user shall complete all repairs at its expense.  If 

the source of the problem is located within that part of the building sewer 

maintained by the City, the user shall notify the City immediately and the 

City shall make the repairs to its portion of the building sewer.

(c) If it is determined that the malfunction cannot be remedied without repair 

work being done to both the private user’s and the City’s portion of the 

building sewer, the private user hereby consents to the City entering the 

private user’s property to make the necessary repairs.  The City shall be 

responsible for making the necessary repairs, shall return the private user’s 

property to the condition it was in prior to the repair being made, and shall 

then submit an invoice to the user for the materials and labor necessary to 

make the repairs to the private user’s property.  The private user shall pay the 

invoice within 30 days of receipt, and if the user does not pay the invoice in 

a timely manner, the City may collect this invoice as a special charge.

(d) The City shall be responsible for determining where the right-of-way line is 

for each lot.  If the City is unable to determine the exact location of the right- 

of-way line based upon available records, the City shall retain the services of
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a surveyor to survey the exact right-of-way line. The cost of the survey work 

necessary to determine the right-of-way line shall be shared equally by the 

City and the private user or property owner.

 

 
 

2. Severability. If any portion of this Ordinance or its application on any person or 

circumstances is held invalid, the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or any other 

provision herein or its application shall not be affected.

 

3. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage and 

publication.

 

 

 

 

 

Adopted this _18__ day of __August__, 2015.

 

CITY OF COLUMBUS

 

 

By: _____/s/_____________________   

Kelly Crombie, Mayor

 

  

 

By: ____/s/______________________ 

Anne Donahue, City Clerk   
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Utilities Department Report 

 

Electric Department: 

• Work on the Substation #3 Project is complete. Waiting for test 

results 

• Working on the Highway K Project 

• Continuing with required safety training 

• Preliminary planning for Cardinal Heights and the Hospital Rebuild 

• Reconstructions of aged overhead infrastructure 

 

Water Department: 

• Progressing with Water Plant #1 Valve Replacement Project 

• Planning for the 2025 Street Projects and Hospital Extension 

• Completing the Consumer Confidence Report and Lead and Copper 

Inventory 

• Developing a Hydrant Flushing Program for the Season 

 

Wastewater Department: 

• The cleaning and televising of 36,000 linear feet for 2025 is complete, 

to include Highway 73 and Ludington Street 

• Entering all the data, pictures and notes from the manhole 

inspections. Data from the televising project should be delivered in 

the next week or two to then be entered into the GIS program  
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https://www.powersystem.org/
mailto:news@meuw.org
http://www.specialtyfleet.com/
https://www.facebook.com/municipalelectricutilitiesofwisconsin
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https://www.meuw.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=6/19/2025&eventid=408
https://www.resco1.com/
https://www.boardmanclark.com/
https://www.boardmanclark.com/
https://www.boardmanclark.com/
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https://issuu.com/meuw
https://www.meuw.org/resources.asp
https://www.meuw.org/Files/Reference/MEUW%20Strategic%20Plan_2025.pdf
https://www.meuw.org/files/Heinrich_2025%20Ann%20Conf%20Opening%20Remarks.pdf
https://maps.psc.wi.gov/portal/apps/experiencebuilder/experience/?id=f96fead6f57f47c3bade7b1043400464
mailto:tvorpagel@meuw.org?subject=STEP%20Committee
https://psc.wi.gov/SiteAssets/Maps/Electric_Service_Territory_11x17_PUBLIC.pdf
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https://wiseye.org/2025/05/06/customers-first-coalition-2025-power-breakfast/
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https://assets.focusonenergy.com/production/inline-files/Evaluation-CY-2024-Vol-I_FINAL.pdf
https://assets.focusonenergy.com/production/inline-files/Evaluation-CY-2024-Vol-I_FINAL.pdf
https://focusonenergy.com/evaluation-reports
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https://www.okonite.com/
http://www.t-r.com/
https://www.meuw.org/munijobs
https://www.meuw.org/Files/Jobs/2025/Elkhorn%20COE%20-%20Electric%20Line%20Technician.pdf
https://www.meuw.org/Files/Jobs/2025/Hustisford%20Apprentice%20Lineman%20Ad.pdf
https://www.meuw.org/Files/Jobs/2025/Lodi%20Utility%20Billing%20Coordinator_Deputy%20Clerk%205%202025.pdf
mailto:office@meuw.org
https://www.forstereng.com/
https://www.publicpower.org/podcasts
https://www.customersfirst.org/electric-wire-episodes
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