
 

Common Council Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, October 06, 2026 at 6:35 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Approval of Agenda 

Public Comment (Public comments will be limited to three (3) minutes per speaker. Speakers must 
begin by stating their name and address for the record. To ensure that all individuals have an 
opportunity to be heard, the presiding officer may enforce the time limit and may call speakers to 
conclude their remarks when their time has expired.) 

 

1. Committee Minutes for File: CAEMS (05/06/26), Library (08/18/26) 

Consent Agenda 

2. Committee of the Whole and Common Council Meeting Minutes of 09/15/2026. 

3. Mayoral Appointment 

4. Consider and take action on Resolution 15-26: A Resolution Exempting the Municipality from 
paying Columbia County Library Tax in 2027. (CoW 10/06/26) 

Ordinances – First Reading (Final action may be taken by a motion to suspend the rules and 
waive the readings under City of Columbus Ordinance Sec 2-46) 

New Business 

5. Consider and take action on Resolution 16-26: A Resolution declaring October 4th - 10th, 2026 as 
Fire Prevention Week in the City of Columbus, WI. (CoW 10/06/26) 

6. Discussion of Resolution No. 17-26 Opposing the Proposed 765 kV Electric Transmission Line 
Corridor in the Vicinity of the City of Columbus. (CoW 10/06/26) 

7. Resolution No. 18-26 Approve Amendment No. 3 to Long-Term Power Supply Contract for 
Participating Members. (UC 9/24/26) 

8. Consider and take action on Task Order 2026-07 with Ruekert-Mielke related to the 2027 Capital 
Improvement Projects (Harrison St, Spring St, Maple Ave, and Fireman's Park pickleball parking 
lot) in the amount of $253,984. (UC 9/24/26) 

9. Consider and take action on Task Order 2026-03 with Ruekert-Mielke related to Storm Water Utility 
Updates and Implementation in the amount of $33,050. (UC 9/24/26) 

10. Consider and take action on the Findings of Fact and Decision Concerning the Waiver for a 
Second Driveway at 353 West School Street. (CC 09/29/26) 

11. Consider and take action on donating 40 abandoned bicycles to Dreambikes a non-profit 
organization in Madison. (CoW 10/06/26) 
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12. Consider and take action regarding a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Olena 
Investments. (CC 7/21/26, CoW 10/06/26) 

13. Consider and take action on claims in the amount of $714,395.41 

Report of City Officers – Police Chief, City Administrator, Mayor 

Convene to Closed Session 

Convene to closed session per §19.85(1)(e) deliberating or negotiating the purchase of public 
properties, the investment of public funds, or conducting other public business, whenever competitive 
or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically to discuss Lamps Landing development on 
Tower Drive. 

Reconvene to Open Session 

Convene to Closed Session 

Convene to closed session per § 19.85(1)(g) to confer with legal counsel for the governmental body 
who is rendering oral or written advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to 
litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved. 

Reconvene to Open Session 

Adjourn 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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  COLUMBUS AREA 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES  

Wednesday, May 6, 2026 
MINUTES 

 
 
Members of the Columbus Area Emergency Medical Services group met in the 
Columbus Community Center at 161 N Dickason Blvd on Wednesday, May 6, 2026.  
The meeting was called to order at 4 pm by Chairman Jeff Slotten. 
 
Members present:   Village of Fall River - Jeff Slotten; Town of Calamus – John Kraus, 
Jr; Town of Hampton – David Tuschen; Town of York – Dean Helwig; Town of Fountain 
Prairie – Travis Gatza;  Lifestar EMS – Mike Krueger; City of Columbus – Mayor Joe 
Hammer;  Village of Reeseville – Jake Pacal; Town of Columbus – Darren Schroeder; 
and Linda Henning, Secretary, Town of Fountain Prairie.  It was determined that there 
was a quorum of eight (8) members present.      
                                                                                                                                         
Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Darren Schroeder – Town of Columbus with a second 
from John Kraus – Town of Calamus, to approve of the agenda as posted.  Agenda 
approved with all present in favor.                                                                             
 
Minutes of the September 10, 2025 meeting:  Motion by John Kraus, Town of Calamus 
with a second from David Tuschen – Town of Hampden to approve of the minutes of the 
September 10, 2025 meeting.  Minutes approved with all present in favor. 
 
There was no old business. 
  
Lifestar EMS:  Mike Krueger reported that he had a conversation with a representative 
of the Clyman, Lowell, Reeseville Fire Department regarding services for that area. 
 
The next meeting will be September 2, 2026. 
    
There being no further business on the agenda, motion made by Darren Schroeder with 
a second from Dean Helwig – Town of York to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:25 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Linda Henning, Secretary 
Columbus Area EMS Group 
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Columbus Public Library 
Library Board Meeting 
Tuesday, August 18, 2026 
Phyllis Luchsinger Callahan Meeting Room 
 
Call to Order: Pete Kaland called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  
 
Present: Pete Kaland, Amanda Wakeman, Jim Schieble, Nora Vieau, Deb Haeffner, Trina 
Reid, Sue Salter, Shirley Berkley, Merry Anderson 
Absent: Dana Pike 
 
Roll Call, Introduction of Visitors Public Input:  
 
Approval of the Agenda: Shirley moved and Sue seconded a motion to approve the 
Agenda. Motion carried. 
 
Approval of June Minutes:  
Shirley moved and Dana seconded a motion to approve the July 21, 2026, minutes. 
 
Reports 
Financial Secretary’s Report:  
The SCLS account was down slightly. CDAR1 renews 8/27/26 at 3.72%. Merry moved 
and Jim seconded a motion to move $15,000 to the SCLS account. Motion carried. 
 
Bills: Bills of $2,998.59 submitted.  Merry moved and Jim seconded a motion to approve 
the bills. Motion carried. 
 
Budget Comparison: No report available.  
 
Library Director’s Report:  
8-11: Summer Library Program had 679 participants and wrapped up with a party at the 
Columbus Aquatic Center. The Kiwanis Club provided and helped serve food. Jack and 
the great CAAC team and Janet from the Friends of the Library also helped. 
  
In August and September we encouraged patrons to visit other Carnegie Libraries. With 
three visits they qualify to win a gift basket donated by local businesses.  
 
Community Partnerships: 
CPL assisted the Police Department in creating graphics for their Culver’s event and 
posting on Facebook 
CPL attended National Night Out with six staff featuring crafts and giveaways. We also 
assisted the Department of Public Works with putting handprints on new snowplow 
 
Youth Services: 
July 28-Library Director Storytime with Amanda plus Catherine and Pippa, her new 
puppy. 
July 29-Harry Potter Birthday Party on the Library lawn with games, crafts and snacks. 

4

Item #1.



July 29-Utilities Director Randy Myrum joined us with the new snowplow and special 
guest, Scuba Steve, one of the Fireman’s Park goats. 
August 4-City Administrator Matt Amundson was joined by Irie and JJ for adventure 
storytime. 
 
 
Adult Services: 
CPL hosted a luncheon for the Libby Reads Event for I See You Called in Dead. 
Our new morning Stay Crafty group started and will meet monthly on Friday mornings. 
 
Coming Up: 
Book clubs continue to thrive. 

August 20-3rd Thursday Book Club: The Emperor of Gladness 
August 27-Books & Beer with Margaret Mizushima 

August 19-Trivia Night 
August 25-Cookbook Club and Tasting: Summer Snacks 
August 28-Stay Crafty Morning Craft Group 
September 7-Library Closed for Labor Day 
September 10-Teen and Adult Puzzle Competition 
September 12-Let’s Get Green and Growing! at the Community Center 
 
Meetings: 
August 3-Annual SCLS visit with Tracie Miller. We shared everything we have been 
working on, goals for next year and how SCLS can help. 
September 15-20-Amanda will be gone to attend the Association for Rural and Small 
Libraries Conference in Montgomery, Alabama. 
 
Buildings and Grounds: 
Smell noted in the elevator. The space beneath the elevator floor is clogged. Amanda 
will coordinate with the plumber and elevator company to resolve. 
 
Other: We discussed the negative impact of inaccurate stats due to new computer 
system on budget allocations. 
 
Library Director’s Goals:  
Goal 1. Two meetings with City HR to learn new payroll system.  
Goal 2. Work begun on 2027 budget. Also worked with Columbia County Library Board 
to create a plan for the county library budget which will be presented on September 25.  
Goal 3. Wrapped up Summer Library Program with record participation. 
 
President’s Report: None 
 
Literacy Council Report: None 
 
Friends of the Library: Attended Back to School Night on August 26 offering pencil 
giveaway. 
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Correspondence: None 
 
Committee Reports: Trina will check the assessment rolls to determine ownership of 
building on the west side of the library.  
 
Unfinished Business: None 
 
New Business:  
Received preliminary budget from the City for review and discussion. The City may 
approve a 2.5% salary increase. It now offers merit pay but CPL does not so CPL will 
request a different percentage. The 2025 increase was 2.5%. The range is 2.5% to 5% 
($316,201 to $323,913). The Cost of Living estimate is 3.6%. Sue made a preliminary 
motion, dependent on final budget, to approve a staff salary increase of 3.6%. Jim 
seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
 
Adjourn:  Jim moved and Sue seconded a motion to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting 
adjourned at 5:50 p.m.  
 
Next scheduled board meeting—September 15, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. in the Library. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Merry Anderson, Secretary 
 
. 
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Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, September 15, 2026 at 6:30 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Council President Finkler called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. The following members were 
present: Mayor Joe Hammer, Council President Molly Finkler, Alderperson Rhonda Fuller, Alderperson 
Michael Lawson, Alderperson Trina Reid and Alderperson Ryan Rostad. Alderperson Amy Roelke was 
excused. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Mayor Hammer to approve the agenda. Motion 
carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

Public Comment (Public comments will be limited to three (3) minutes per speaker. Speakers must begin by 

stating their name and address for the record. To ensure that all individuals have an opportunity to be heard, the 
presiding officer may enforce the time limit and may call speakers to conclude their remarks when their time has 
expired.) 

None. 

New Business 

1. Discussion of the 2027 Dodge County Humane Society Stray Animal Contract: 

Clerk Caine shared that the 2027 Dodge County Humane Society Stray Animal service fee will 
increase $200 over last year to $2,000. This covers up to five stray animals. The city can specify 
five stray "dogs, only." In addition, the city can approve that the Humane Society must have 
approval before accepting any animal, as we have done in prior years. Committee members 
agreed to move forward to the September 15, 2026 Common Council meeting.  

2. Discuss and consider approving the Columbus Police Department to start fundraising 
efforts for a K9 unit:   

Chief Weiner and Officer Seely shared that the Police Department would like to start a fundraising 
campaign to raise monies towards a K9 Unit for the department as a way to increase retention and 
recruitment efforts. They would like to run the program on donations, sponsorships and fundraising 
and once about $50,000 in funding is secured, post for the K9 Officer position. Chief Weiner also 
shared that the section referring to K9 is currently blank within their union contract. Committee 
members agreed to move forward to the September 15, 2026 Common Council meeting.  

3. Discussion of Revised Administrative Assistant Job Description and Police Clerk Job 
Description Updated to Public Safety Clerk: 

Finance Director Riddle shared the revised Administrative Assistant Job Description to include 
duties that benefit Finance, DPW, Recreation and the Clerk. Fire Department duties previously 
handled by the position will revert back to the Police Clerk who would be retitled Public Safety 
Clerk. Both positions were budgeted for full time in 2026. This is a restructure. She is asking for 
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consideration of these changes. Committee members agreed to move forward to the September 
15, 2026 Common Council meeting.  

4. Discussion of 2027 Budget and Council Direction: 

Riddle presented the 2027 Budget Overview to the committee, asking for input and direction from 
the Committee Members. The Draft Budget will be presented at the October 6, 2026 Council 
meeting with Department Heads, with the Final Budget Presentation to follow on October 15, 2026. 
The Public Hearing and final approval is set for November 4, 2026. Riddle shared that the Library 
staff is set to receive a 3.6% COLA payroll increase in 2027, as approved by the Library Board. A 
city payroll overview from 2026 to 2027 was also included in the presentation. 

Department staffing requests include a full-time Fire Inspector or a full-time Fire Chief, a Patrol 
Officer, and a DPW Maintenance Worker II or a Parks Lead. In-depth discussion on the CIP, 
borrowing and other needs for the city will also take place at the October 6, 2026 Common Council 
meeting. 

Discussion took place regarding additional staffing, esp. a Parks Lead; contracting services; 
additional funding resources/options, including grants; working more with the Columbus School 
District; and a potential COLA increase. 

This feedback will be taken into consideration when compiling the Draft Budget. 

Adjourn 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Fuller to adjourn at 7:53pm. Motion 
carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Common Council Meeting - AMENDED Minutes 

Tuesday, September 15, 2026 at 6:35 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Mayor Hammer called the meeting to order at 7:54pm. Members present included: Mayor Joe 
Hammer, Council President Molly Finkler, Alderperson Rhonda Fuller, Alderperson Michael 
Lawson, Alderperson Trina Reid, and Alderperson Ryan Rostad. Alderperson Amy Roelke was 
excused. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Council President Finkler to approve the agenda. 
Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

Public Comment (Public comments will be limited to three (3) minutes per speaker. Speakers must begin by 

stating their name and address for the record. To ensure that all individuals have an opportunity to be heard, the 
presiding officer may enforce the time limit and may call speakers to conclude their remarks when their time has 
expired.) 

None. 

Department Reports for File included CAEMS (08-2026), Finance (08-2026), Library (08-2026), and 
Police (08-2026). 

Consent Agenda 

2. Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Council President Finkler to approve the 
Consent Agenda which included Committee of the Whole and Common Council Meeting Minutes 
of 09/01/26. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

Ordinances – First Reading (Final action may be taken by a motion to suspend the rules and 
waive the readings under City of Columbus Ordinance Sec 2-46) 

3. Consider and take action on Ordinance 823-26: An Ordinance to Repeal and Recreate Art. 
VII of Chapter 98 of the City of Columbus Code of Ordinances Concerning Electric Scooters, 
Electric Bicycles and Bicycle Regulations. (CoW 09/01/26): 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to suspend the rules. 
Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to waive the readings. 
Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Council President Finkler to adopt Ordinance 
823-26 with the Police Chief's amendments, if brought forward. Chief Weiner commented that 
since school has started he has noticed that several children are riding skateboards to and from 
school which is not addressed in this ordinance. The only addition he would like to make is to 
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include skateboard restrictions in what has been identified as the downtown block and require 
anyone on a skateboard under 16 years old, to be wearing a helmet. He shared that by state 
statutes, skateboards are not to be ridden on the street but they are allowed on public right-a-ways, 
including sidewalks. Alderperson Lawson asked about adding "bicycles" to Sec. 98-211 2(e)(1) 
Riding on Roadway.  Mayor Hammer shared that Dr. Brian Nagle was not able to attend the 
meeting but he shared his support for the passage of the Ordinance 823-26 with Sec. 98-221 and 
98-222, especially the helmet regulation, via an email. Hammer also asked for clarification on (h)(3) 
which is referencing (g)(8) which does not exist and should be (h)(9). Education via social media 
and through the school will be key. 

Alderperson Rostad amended his motion to include Alderperson Lawson's amendment, seconded 
by Alderperson Finkler. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. An updated copy will be given 
to Clerk Caine for filing. 

New Business 

4. Consider and take action on the 2027 Dodge County Humane Society Stray Animal 
Contract. (CoW 09/15/26): 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to approve the 2027 
Dodge County Humane Society contract with Option 1, a lump sum payment of $2,000 which 
covers up to 5 domestic stray dogs only, and addresses any dogs in excess of the first five being 
charged at $450. The Humane Society must have approval by the city before accepting any 
animal. Motion carried on a 5-0 Roll Call vote. 

5. Consider and take action to approve the Columbus Police Department's request to start 
fundraising efforts for a K9 unit. (CoW 9/15/26): 

Motion made by Council President Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Reid to approve the 
Columbus Police Department's request to begin fundraising efforts for a K9 Unit. Alderperson 
Rostad asked if the funds could stay with the Police Department until their goal is reached; that 
they be carried forward in the K9 fund. 

Motion was amended by Finkler and seconded by Reid to include a carry over of funds until the 
Police Department has met their goals. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote.  

6. Consider and take action on revised Administrative Assistant Job Description and Police 
Clerk Job Description updated to Public Safety Clerk. (CoW 09/15/26): 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Council President Finkler to approve the 
revised Administrative Assistant job description and the Public Safety Clerk job description, which 
will replace the former Police Clerk position. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

7. Consider and take action on claims in the amount of $1,283,031.62: 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Council President Finkler to approve payment 
of the claims in the amount of $1,283,031.62. Motion carried on a 5-0 Roll Call vote. 

 

Report of City Officers – City Administrator, Mayor 

Administrator Amundson shared that a press release will be going out on Wednesday September 16, 
2026, regarding a Public Information meeting being held on September 24, 2026, from 6 - 8pm in the 
Community Center on the Public Safety Building, the initial wants of Police and Fire and looking at 
design. There will be a special council meeting on September 29, 2026. Also, on October 7, 2026, there 
will be another Public Input opportunity beginning at 5:00pm at the Community Center which will 
include tours of the City Hall, Police Station and Fire Station with a wrap up with a moderated Q & A 
Session back at the Community Center with the Public Safety Building consultant team and city staff.  

Mayor Hammer thanked everyone on council and staff for their continued efforts as we enter the 
budgeting season. 
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Adjourn 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Fuller to adjourn at 8:13pm. Motion carried on a 
unanimous voice vote. 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type:  Common Council 

Meeting Date: October 6, 2026 

 

Item Title: Mayoral Appointment 

Submitted By: Joe Hammer, Mayor 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

The Council appointments to boards, committees and commissions expire each year in May, and the 
Mayor must appoint or re-appoint Board/Committee members to each. 

Mayor Hammer is requesting an appointment of Laura Beckman to the Community Development 
Authority filling the term of Craig Weinberger, who recently resigned.  The term expires in 2028. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

None. 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Approve Mayor Hammer’s appointment of Laura Beckman to the Community Development Authority 
(CDA) with a term ending in 2028. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 15-26 
 

A RESOLUTION EXEMPTING THE MUNICIPALITY FROM PAYING 
COLUMBIA COUNTY LIBRARY TAX - 2027 

 
 
WHEREAS,  The Columbia County Board levies a county library tax; 
 
WHEREAS, Section 43.64(2)(b) of the Wisconsin Statutes provides such 

units of government which levy a tax for public library service 
and appropriate and expend for a library fund as defined by 
s.43.52 (1) during the year for which the county tax levy is 
made a sum at least equal to the county library tax rate in 
the prior year multiplied by the equalized valuation of 
property in the city or village for the current year, may apply 
for exemption from this tax; and  

 
WHEREAS, The City of Columbus, Wisconsin, does levy a library tax in 

excess of the amount calculated in accordance with 
43.64(2)(b), 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  

that the City of Columbus, Wisconsin, be exempted from the 
payment of any county library tax as provided in Section 
43.64(2)(b) inasmuch as it will expend for its own library fund 
for 2027 an amount in excess of that calculated in 
accordance with 43.64(2)(b).  Exemption from the payment 
of said county library tax shall not preclude the City of 
Columbus, Wisconsin participation in county library service 
in all other respects; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that confirmed copies of the Resolution be 
forwarded by the City of Columbus, Wisconsin Clerk to the Portage Public Library 
and to the Columbia County Clerk no later than October 7, 2026. 
 
 
     Dated this 6th day of October, 2026 
 
     CITY OF COLUMBUS, Columbia County 
     State of Wisconsin 

 
     __________________________________ 
     Joseph Hammer, Mayor 
 
 
     __________________________________ 
     Susan L. Caine, City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. 16-26 

 

A RESOLUTION DECLARING OCTOBER 4th – 10th, 2026 AS FIRE PREVENTION 

WEEK IN THE CITY OF COLUMBUS, WI 

 

WHEREAS, Joe Hammer, City of Columbus Mayor has proclaimed Sunday, October 

4th through Saturday, October 10th, 2026, as Fire Prevention Week, and to support the 

many public safety activities and efforts of the Columbus Fire Department; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Columbus is committed to ensuring the safety and security of all 

those living in and visiting our city; and  

WHEREAS, fire remains a serious public safety concern both locally and nationally, and 

the presence of lithium-ion batteries in many household devices introduces unique fire 

risks; and 

WHEREAS, most of the rechargeable electronics used in homes daily, including 

smartphones, tablets, laptops, power tools, e-bikes, e-scooters, and toys, are powered 

by lithium-ion batteries, which if misused, damaged, or improperly charged, can 

overheat, start a fire, or explode; and 

WHEREAS, the National Fire Protection Association® (NFPA®) reports an increase in 

battery-related fires, underscoring the need for public education on the safe use of 

lithium-ion batteries and devices; and 

WHEREAS, the way lithium-ion battery devices are charged can make a difference in 

helping prevent home fires; and 

WHEREAS, safe charging includes using the cord and charger that came with your 

device or one approved by the manufacturer, charging on a hard, flat surface, watching 

for warning signs like devices that are very hot or start to swell, unplugging when fully 

charged, and charging larger devices like e-bikes outside and away from exits; and 

WHEREAS, residents are encouraged to understand that safe charging means making 

smart choices every time they plug in; and 

WHEREAS, Columbus Fire Department is dedicated to reducing the occurrence of fires 
through prevention, safety education, and community outreach; and 
 
WHEREAS, Columbus residents are responsive to public education measures and are 
able to take personal steps to increase their safety from fire, especially in their homes; 
and 

14

Item #5.



 
WHEREAS, the 2026 Fire Prevention Week™ theme, “Charge into Fire Safety™: Safe 
Charging Is a Superpower,” serves to remind all residents that safe charging can help 
reduce the risk of fires in homes and communities; and 
 
WHEREAS: The Mayor and Council calls upon each resident and visitor of the City of 

Columbus, Wisconsin to make sure their homes are safe from Lithium-Ion Battery fires 

and to support the many public safety activities and efforts of Columbus Fire 

Department. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City 

of Columbus, Wisconsin that the week of October 4th through October 10th, 2026, is 

hereby proclaimed: 

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK 

 

FURTHER, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Columbus, Wisconsin do hereby 

commend the Columbus Fire Department for its outstanding efforts and service in the 

protection of the Residents of the City of Columbus and particularly for its efforts during 

Fire Prevention Week. 

Dated this 6th day of October, 2026 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, Columbia County, 
State of Wisconsin 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Joseph Hammer, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Susan L. Caine, Clerk 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Committee of the Whole & Common Council 

Meeting Date: October 6, 2026 

 

Item Title: Resolution No. 17-26 

Submitted By: Matt Amundson, City Administrator 

 
Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

The proposed BECI 765kV transmission line has become a significant issue throughout Wisconsin, with 

numerous school districts, towns, villages, and cities adopting resolutions opposing the project or 

expressing concerns regarding its potential impacts. 

 

While the City of Columbus is not currently located within one of the initial route alternatives identified 

by the developer, there has been increasing discussion regarding the use of existing transmission 

corridors as the project moves through the planning and siting process. The existing 345kV 

transmission line corridor located west of Prairie Ridge Health traverses the City and is generally 

situated within a 75-foot-wide easement. By comparison, the proposed 765kV transmission line would 

require an easement approximately 280 feet in width. 

 

Expansion of the existing transmission corridor to accommodate a 765kV line could have substantial 

consequences for the City. Such a corridor would directly impact Prairie Ridge Health's future expansion 

opportunities, affect one of the City's identified growth areas designated in the Comprehensive Plan, 

and potentially reduce the development potential and property values of adjacent lands. The corridor 

could also create a long-term barrier to residential, commercial, and institutional growth in a strategic 

area of the community. 

 

Given these concerns, I am providing the attached Resolution for the Common Council's consideration. 

The Resolution expresses the City's opposition to any routing of the proposed BECI 765kV transmission 

line through or adjacent to the City that would adversely affect planned growth areas, Prairie Ridge 

Health, private property owners, and the long-term development objectives identified in the City's 

Comprehensive Plan.  This Resolution has been shared and reviewed by City staff including Randy 

Myrum (Utilities & Public Works Director), Mike Kornmann (Community & Economic Development 

Director), John Russell (Prairie Ridge Health), and Curt Hanson (Olena Investments). 

 
List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Draft Resolution No. 17-26 

 
Action Requested of Council: 

Consider and take possible action on Resolution No. 17-26 
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RESOLUTION NO. 17-26 

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED 765 kV ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION 

LINE CORRIDOR IN THE VICINITY OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS 

WHEREAS, the City of Columbus is a growing community committed to responsible 

planning, economic development, quality of life, environmental stewardship, and the 

protection of private property rights; and 

WHEREAS, a proposed 765 kilovolt (kV) electric transmission line corridor has been 

identified for study and potential development in proximity to the City of Columbus and 

surrounding areas; and 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes the importance of maintaining a reliable and resilient 

electric transmission system to serve residents, businesses, industries, and critical 

public infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Columbus Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan establishes a 

long-term vision for orderly growth and development, including the preservation of 

developable land, protection of community character, promotion of economic 

development opportunities, and efficient provision of municipal services; and 

WHEREAS, the introduction of a 765 kV transmission corridor in the vicinity of the City 

has the potential to create significant land use constraints, limit future residential, 

commercial, industrial, and institutional development opportunities, and adversely affect 

areas identified in the City's Comprehensive Plan for future growth and expansion; and 

WHEREAS, the uncertainty associated with the siting of a transmission corridor may 

discourage private investment, reduce property values, impede economic development 

efforts, and negatively impact the community's ability to attract new residents and 

employers; and 

WHEREAS, Prairie Ridge Health is one of the City of Columbus' largest employers and 

a critical healthcare provider serving residents throughout the region; and 

WHEREAS, Prairie Ridge Health has made substantial investments in facilities, 

technology, workforce development, and long-term service delivery within the 

community, contributing significantly to the local and regional economy; and 

WHEREAS, infrastructure projects of this magnitude located near existing or future 

healthcare and employment centers may adversely affect future campus expansion 

opportunities, workforce recruitment efforts, community attractiveness, and long-term 

economic development objectives; and 
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WHEREAS, the City of Columbus has invested considerable public resources in 

planning for future growth, infrastructure expansion, housing development, business 

recruitment, and community development initiatives that could be adversely affected by 

the siting of a 765 kV transmission corridor near the City; and 

WHEREAS, alternative transmission routes and solutions should be thoroughly 

evaluated to avoid or minimize impacts on established communities, planned growth 

areas, healthcare facilities, employers, agricultural operations, and environmentally 

sensitive lands; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of 

Columbus formally opposes the siting of a proposed 765 kV electric transmission line 

corridor in or near the City of Columbus where such corridor would adversely impact 

planned growth areas, economic development opportunities, residential neighborhoods, 

healthcare facilities, agricultural lands, or community infrastructure. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council finds that utilization of the 345 

kV corridor is inconsistent with the goals, objectives, and future land use 

recommendations contained within the City of Columbus Smart Growth Comprehensive 

Plan and may significantly hinder the City's ability to accommodate future population 

growth, housing development, commercial expansion, and industrial development. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council expresses significant concern 

regarding the potential impacts of the 345kV corridor on Prairie Ridge Health, its future 

expansion opportunities, and its continued role as a major employer and essential 

healthcare provider for Columbus and the surrounding region. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council urges all state and federal 

regulatory agencies, transmission developers, utilities, and decision-making bodies 

involved in the planning and siting process to fully consider the impacts on the City of 

Columbus, Prairie Ridge Health, local businesses, landowners, agricultural operations, 

and future growth areas. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City encourages the evaluation of alternative 

routes and meaningful consultation with affected local governments and stakeholders 

before any corridor selection is finalized. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk is directed to transmit a copy of this 

Resolution to the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin, the Governor of Wisconsin, 

members of the Wisconsin Legislature representing the City of Columbus, affected 

utilities, Columbia County, Dodge County, Prairie Ridge Health, and any other agencies 

or entities involved in the review of the proposed transmission project. 
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Dated this 6th day of October, 2026 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, Columbia County, 
State of Wisconsin 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Joseph Hammer, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Susan L. Caine, Clerk 
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In accordance with the Agreement Amendment between the City of Columbus (Owner) and Ruekert & Mielke, Inc. 
(Engineer) dated February 20, 2019, Owner and Engineer agree as follows: 
 
1. Specific Project Data 
 

A. Title: 2027 Capital Improvement Project 

B. Description: This task order includes the data collection, design, and bidding phases for the 2027 
Capital Improvement project including: 

a. Project A: full reconstruction of W Harrison Street from S Dickason Blvd to S Lewis Street, S 
Spring Street from W School Street to W James Street, and pavement replacement and drainage 
improvement of the alley between Ingalsbe Street and Stuart Street 

b. Project B: Parking lot improvements at Fireman’s Park Pickleball Court 

c. Project C: Maple Avenue Edge Mill and Asphalt Overlay in the City of Columbus 

2. Services of Engineer 
 

A. PHASE 1 

a. DATA COLLECTION  

i. Project A 

1. Prep work for field (including Digger’s Hotline request). 
2. Soil boring coordination (R/M will schedule, field mark the borings for location, 

and survey in location). 
3. Topographic survey including control points, property corners, soil borings, utility 

measure downs, and ground surface data inside and outside the right-of-way. 
4. Survey data download, quality control, and preparation for design. 
5. Build surface model, create pipe networks, and setup base file drawings. 
6. Process and analyze survey data and cadastral mapping. 
7. Engineering site visit for field check and site inspection. 
8. Soil borings (11 -15’ depth borings). R/M will assume one boring per block and 

per intersection for determination of subsurface conditions for utility replacement 
and roadway design. 

9. Drone flight and processing, capture current aerial imagery and topography. 
10. Reimbursable expenses including mileage and survey equipment. 

ii. Project B 

1. Prep work for field (including Digger’s Hotline request). 
2. Topographic survey including control points, property corners, soil borings, utility 

measure downs, and ground surface data. 
3. Survey data download, quality control, and preparation for design. 
4. Build surface model, create pipe networks, and setup base file drawings. 
5. Process and analyze survey data and cadastral mapping. 
6. Engineering site visit for field check and site inspection. 
7. Drone flight and processing, capture current aerial imagery and topography. 
8. Reimbursable expenses including mileage and survey equipment. 

  

This is Task Order No. 2026-07 
consisting of 6 pages 
City of Columbus 
2027 Capital Improvement Project 
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iii. Project C 

1. Prep work for field (including Digger’s Hotline request). 
2. Survey data download, quality control, and preparation for design. 
3. Build surface model and setup base file drawings. 
4. Process and analyze survey data and cadastral mapping. 
5. Engineering site visit for field check and site inspection. 
6. Drone flight and processing, capture current aerial imagery and topography. 
7. Reimbursable expenses including mileage and survey equipment. 

B. PHASE 2 

a. DESIGN  

i. Project A 

1. Project administration and Owner coordination. 
2. Plan Development. 

a. Conduct stormwater/drainage analysis.  
b. Design and Prepare Stormwater Management Plan 
c. Prepare cover, project notes, typical sections, and construction details. 
d. Design and prepare erosion control and traffic control drawings and 

notes. 
e. Design and prepare roadway and storm sewer plan and profiles. 
f. Design and prepare water and sanitary sewer plan and profiles. 
g. Upsize watermain and replace any lead laterals within right-of-way. 
h. Document and send notifications to residents periodically throughout the 

project. 
i. Prepare existing and designed street cross sections. 
j. Design intersections and prepare drawings. 
k. Review driveway tie-in elevations. 
l. Coordinate with utilities in corridor to address replacement, updates and 

any potential conflicts. 
m. Measure quantities and prepare Opinion of Probable Construction Cost. 

3. QA/QC. 
a. Review plans for conflicts or issues. 
b. Confirm plans have addressed Owner and resident feedback. 

4. Specification development. 
a. Prepare specifications – legal and procedural. 
b. Prepare specifications – technical. 
c. Complete project manual for Bidding and upload to Quest. 

ii. Project B 

1. Project administration and Owner coordination. 
2. Plan Development. 

a. Conduct stormwater/drainage analysis.  
b. Design and Prepare Stormwater Management Plan 
c. Prepare cover, project notes, typical sections, and construction details. 
d. Design and prepare erosion control and traffic control drawings and 

notes. 
e. Design and prepare storm sewer plan and profiles. 
f. Design and prepare grading and site plan. 
g. Coordinate with utilities to address any potential conflicts. 
h. Measure quantities and prepare Opinion of Probable Construction Cost. 
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3. QA/QC. 
a. Review plans for conflicts or issues. 
b. Confirm plans have addressed Owner and resident feedback. 

4. Specification development. 
a. Prepare specifications – legal and procedural. 
b. Prepare specifications – technical. 
c. Complete project manual for Bidding and upload to Quest. 

iii. Project C 

1. Project administration and Owner coordination. 
2. Plan Development. 

a. Prepare cover, project notes, typical sections, and construction details. 
b. Design and prepare erosion control and traffic control drawings and 

notes. 
c. Design and prepare roadway plan and profiles. 
d. Document and send notifications to residents periodically throughout the 

project. 
e. Prepare existing and designed street cross sections. 
f. Design intersections and prepare drawings. 
g. Measure quantities and prepare Opinion of Probable Construction Cost. 

3. QA/QC. 
a. Review plans for conflicts or issues. 
b. Confirm plans have addressed Owner and resident feedback. 

4. Specification development. 
a. Prepare specifications – legal and procedural. 
b. Prepare specifications – technical. 
c. Complete project manual for Bidding and upload to Quest. 

C. PHASE 3 - BIDDING (Project A, B, and C) 

a. General coordination with Owner staff. 
b. General coordination with potential bidders. 
c. Addenda preparation. 

i. Drawing Modifications. 
ii. Specification Modifications. 

d. Attend bid opening. 
e. Review bids and prepare bid tabulation. 
f. Make formal award recommendations to Client. 
g. Issue Notice of Award to Contractor. 
h. Review contractor information (insurance, agreement, bonding, etc.). 
i. Issue Notice to Proceed. 

D. PHASE 4 

a. PERMITTING  

i. Project A 

1. Endangered Resources Review (ER). 
2. WDNR Sanitary Sewer. 
3. WDNR Watermain. 
4. WDNR Stormwater – Construction. 
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ii. Project B 

1. Endangered Resources Review (ER). 
2. WDNR Stormwater – Construction. 
3. Stormwater Modeling 

iii. Project C 

1. Endangered Resources Review (ER). 
2. WDNR Stormwater – Construction. 

E. PHASE 5 – MEETINGS (Project A, B, and C) 

a. Plan review meetings with Owner staff (30%, 60%, and 90%). 
b. Public Information Meetings (2 meetings). (Base Bid A only) 
c. Utility coordination with Columbus Utilities, WE Energies, AT&T, and Charter. 

F. PHASE 6 – SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS (Project A) 

a. Obtain surveys and CSMs to review property information. 
b. Prepare draft assessment report. 
c. Attend public hearing. 
d. Finalize proposed preliminary assessment prior to construction. 

3. Owner's Responsibilities 
 
The City of Columbus shall have those responsibilities set forth in Section II of Agreement to do the following: 

A. Owner shall confirm attendance to meetings prior to attendance. 
B. Attend utility coordination meetings. 
C. Attend plan review meetings. 
D. Provide existing utility map of information. 
E. Provide approval of selected design and specifications. 
F. Provide timely review of plans. 
G. Provide payment of permitting fees. 

 
4. Items Excluded 

The following items are excluded from the Scope of Services: 

A. Any scope that is not specifically listed above. 
B. Permit fees. 
C. Flow monitoring of sewer. 
D. Easement creation and/or survey staking. 
E. Archaeological and historical investigation and permitting. 
F. Title report required to create legal documents. 
G. Follow up site visits, meetings, and certifications. 
H. Contaminated site investigations, coordination, and/or remediation design. 
I. Alternatives analysis. 
J. Value engineering. 
K. Record Drawings. 
L. Boundary survey or property survey. 
M. Real estate appraisal/acquisition. 
N. Permitting (other than listed above). 
O. Public hearings (other than listed above). 
P. Any grant application completion or administration related to this project. 
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Q. Any construction related services. 
R. Additional survey for failure for USIC to mark utilities. 

5. Times for Rendering Services 
 

Phase  Completion Date 

Authorization/Task Order Approval  10/06/2026 

Field Survey  10/09/2026 

Public Information Meeting #1  10/22/2026 

Preliminary Design  11/06/2026 

Public Information Meeting #2  11/12/2026 

Final Design  12/10/2026 

Final Review and QC  12/31/2026 

Advertise for Bid  01/07/2027 and 01/14/2027 

Bid Opening  01/28/2027 

 
6. Payments to Engineer 
 

A. Owner shall pay Engineer for services rendered as follows: 

Category of Services Compensation Method 
Estimate of Compensation 

for Services 
Survey Standard Hourly Rates $48,000 

Geotechnical Lump Sum $8,184 

Design Project A Standard Hourly Rates $97,000 

Design Project B Standard Hourly Rates $25,000 

Design Project C Standard Hourly Rates $30,000 

Bidding Standard Hourly Rates $9,500 

Permitting Standard Hourly Rates $17,000 

Meetings Standard Hourly Rates $8,500 

Special Assessment Standard Hourly Rates $10,800 

 TOTAL =  $253,984 

   

Fee Breakdown for Design Only Phase for Street Reconstruction ($97,000) 

Water (29%)  $28,130 

Sanitary Sewer (14%)  $13,580 

Storm Sewer (9%)  $8,730 

Street (49%)  $47,530 

B. The terms of payment are set forth in the Standard Terms and Conditions. 

C. Terms and Conditions: Execution of this Task Order by the City of Columbus and R/M shall make it 
subject to the terms and conditions of the Agreement (as modified above). Agreement is incorporated by 
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this reference. R/M is authorized to begin performance upon its receipt of a copy of this Task Order 
signed by the City of Columbus. 

D. R/M will break out fee on invoice and prorate for different city and utility departments based on 
departments allocation of construction costs to the overall project cost. 

7. Consultants 
 
R/M will use subconsultants for the geotechnical investigation. 

 
8. Other Modifications to Standard Terms and Conditions 
 

N/A 
 
9. Attachments 
 

Project location map 
 
10. Documents Incorporated by Reference 
 

Ruekert & Mielke, Inc. / Columbus Master Agreement 
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TASK ORDER NO. 2026-07 
2027 Capital Improvement Project 

Between City of Columbus 
and 

Ruekert & Mielke, Inc. 
Dated October 6, 2026 

 
 
Terms and Conditions: Execution of this Task Order by Owner and Engineer shall make it subject to terms and 
conditions, (as modified above) set forth in the Master Engineering Agreement Amendment between Owner and 
Engineer, dated February 20, 2019, which are incorporated by this reference.  Engineer is authorized to begin 
performance upon its receipt of a copy of this Task Order signed by Owner. 
 
The Effective Date of this Task Order is October 6, 2026. 
 
 
OWNER: ENGINEER: 
 
City of Columbus Ruekert & Mielke, Inc. 
 
Signature:     Signature:     
  
Name:   Name:   Jason P. Lietha, P.E.  
 
Title:   Title: Chief Operating Officer  
 
Date:    Date:    
 

DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE FOR TASK ORDER 

Name:    Name:  Samantha E. Boman, P.E.  
 
Title:    Title:  Project Engineer  
 
Address:    Address: 4630 S, Biltmore Lane  
  _____________________________   Madison, WI, 53718    
      
 
Email:    Email:  sboman@ruekert-mielke.com  
 
Phone:    Phone:  608-572-7972  
 
 

Jason P. Lietha Digitally signed by Jason P. Lietha 
Date: 2026.09.16 20:05:57 -05'00'
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In accordance with Paragraph 1.1 of the Master Professional Service Agreement between Columbus Utilities 
(Owner) and Ruekert & Mielke, Inc. (Engineer) for Professional Services – Task Order Edition, dated March 19, 
2019 (”Agreement”), Owner and Engineer agree as follows: 
 
1. Specific Project Data 
 

A. Title: Storm Water Utility Updates and Implementation 

B. Description: This task order includes updating the Storm Water Utility ordinance, ERU update, and 
creating a credit policy as well as general coordination with City and Utility staff for the implementation of 
the Storm Water Utility rate and fee collection. 

2. Services of Engineer 

A. Equivalent Runoff Unit (ERU) Update 
a. Review previous data used to calculate ERU from 2021. 
b. Update non-residential property impervious area’s developed since 2021. 
c. Use GIS to calculate average sample sizes of typical residential property in the City exclusive of 

multi-family properties. 
d. Perform calculations to update the ERU using average sample sizes calculated. 

B. Credit Policy Creation 
a. Engineer shall prepare a draft citywide credit policy framework including eligibility criteria, 

application requirements, maintenance requirements, inspection provisions, and recommended 
maximum credit limitations. 

b. Review credit policies and ordinances from other municipalities 
c. Review current stormwater management facilities at developments within the City. 
d. Work with City staff to develop credit policy. 

C. Ordinance Update 
a. Review current ordinance and recommend changes that include billing process, collection 

procedures, tax roll certifications, credit administration, appeals process, deletion of referendum 
language, account ownership, etc. 

b. Update ordinance to include language for credit policy and rate structure recommendations. 
c. Work with City staff and attorney to review and edit ordinance. 
d. Attend Utility Commission and City Council meetings. (Assume 4 meetings) 

D. Utility Staff Support 
a. Support utility staff for billing account setup 
b. Troubleshoot issues as they arise 
c. Meet with Utility staff to discuss billing account setup, testing, etc. 

E. Public Outreach 
a. Assist with the creation of notices for property owners to be distributed by Utility Staff. 
b. Create flyers to educate on stormwater utility and how billing will work. 
c. Hold and attend public hearing/Q&A sessions (Assume 2). 

  

This is Task Order No. (2026-03), 
consisting of 4 pages 
Columbus Utilities 
Storm Water Utility Updates and 
Implementation 
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F. Utility Rate Structure Evaluation 
a. Review existing parcel classifications and billing methodology. 
b. Evaluate impacts of owner-based billing, multifamily classifications, tax-exempt properties, and 

nonresidential properties. 
c. Develop recommended customer classifications for billing purposes. 
d. Provide supporting data and recommendations for financial review by the City’s financial advisor. 

 
3. Owner's Responsibilities 
 
Columbus Utilities shall have those responsibilities set forth in Section II of the Agreement, subject to the 
following: 
 

A. Owner shall confirm attendance to meetings prior to attendance. 
B. Provide timely review of documents. 
C. Attend meetings with Engineer. 
D. Review rates and final approval. 
E. Create new accounts. 
F. Test run for invoicing. 
G. Create form for review of individual property credit applications. 

 
4. Items Excluded 

 
The following items are excluded from the Scope of Services: 
 

A. Anything not specifically identified in the Scope of Services above. 
B. Additional meetings not listed in scope. 
C. Any services provided by Ehlers (or another firm) for QA/QC of the rates. 
D. Financial feasibility studies, utility rate certifications, bond analyses, reserve funding studies, and financial 

advisory services. 
E. Legal review or legal opinions 
F. Utility billing software programming, customizations, integration, or vendor services. 
G. Review of individual credit applications submitted after policy adoption. 
H. Collection services associated with delinquent accounts. 

5. Times for Rendering Services 
 

Schedule is estimated and subject to change based on all parties completion of tasks and final adoption of 
fee. 

Phase  Completion Date 

Equivalent Runoff Unit (ERU) Update   December 2026 

Credit Policy Creation  December 2026 

Ordinance Update  February 2027 

QA/QC and Approval  March 2027 

Testing and Outreach  April 2027 

Live Billing  May 2027 
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6. Payments to Engineer 
 

A. Owner shall pay Engineer for services rendered as follows: 

Category of Services Compensation Method 
Lump Sum, or Estimate of 
Compensation for Services 

ERU Update Standard Hourly Rates $9,100 

Credit Policy Creation Standard Hourly Rates $4,700 

Ordinance Update Standard Hourly Rates $6,850 

Utility Staff Support Standard Hourly Rates $5,400 

Public Outreach Standard Hourly Rates $7,000 

 TOTAL = $33,050 

B. The terms of payment are set forth in Section III and Exhibit A of the Agreement. 

7. Consultants 
None. 

 
8. Other Modifications to Standard Terms and Conditions 
 
 
9. Attachments 
 
 
10. Documents Incorporated by Reference 
 

Ruekert & Mielke, Inc. / Columbus Utilities Master Agreement 
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TASK ORDER NO. 2026-03 
Storm Water Utility Updates and Implementation 

Between Columbus Utilities 
and 

Ruekert & Mielke, Inc. 
Dated September 24, 2026 

 
 
Terms and Conditions:  Execution of this Task Order by Owner and Engineer shall make it subject to terms and 
conditions, (as modified above) set forth in the Master Engineering Agreement Amendment between Owner and 
Engineer, dated March 19, 2019, which are incorporated by this reference.  Engineer is authorized to begin 
performance upon its receipt of a copy of this Task Order signed by Owner. 
 
The Effective Date of this Task Order is September 24, 2026. 
 
 
OWNER: ENGINEER: 
 
Columbus Utilities Ruekert & Mielke, Inc. 
 
Signature:     Signature:     
  
Name:    Name:   Jason Lietha, P.E.  
 
Title:    Title: Chief Operating Officer  
 
Date:    Date:  September 16, 2026  
 

DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE FOR TASK ORDER 

Name:    Name:  Samantha Boman, P.E.  
 
Title:    Title:  Project Engineer  
 
Address:    Address: 4630 S Biltmore Lane  
  _____________________________     Madison, WI 53718  
      
 
Email:    Email:  sboman@ruekert-mielke.com  
 
Phone:    Phone:  608-572-7972  
 
 

Jason P. Lietha Digitally signed by Jason P. Lietha 
Date: 2026.09.16 20:08:39 -05'00'
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FINDINGS OF FACT AND DECISION CONCERNING THE WAIVER FOR A SECOND 

DRIVEWAY AT 353 WEST SCHOOL STREET 

 

An administrative appeal was held on September 29, 2026, before the City of Columbus 

Common Council at the Columbus City Hall, 105 N. Dickason Boulevard, Columbus, 

Wisconsin.    Attorney Paul Johnson appeared for the City.  Attorney Matthew Fleming appeared 

for Kyle and Heather Mosher.  The alders in attendance and hearing the appeal were Ryan 

Rostad, Rhonda Fuller, Trina Reid, Michael Lawson and Amy Roelke. 

 

The hearing addressed an appeal filed by Kyle and Heather Mosher concerning the Plan 

Commission’s approval of a waiver allowing for a second driveway at the residential property 

located at 353 West School Street, which is owned by Gary Tucker. Mr. Tucker applied for a 

waiver for a second driveway and that request was approved by the Plan Commission on July 9, 

2026.   

 

The Council heard opening statements from counsel.  The City submitted Exhibits 1 

through 5 for the Council to consider.  Exhibit 4 was the video recording of the July 9th Plan 

Commission meeting which addressed Mr. Tucker’s application for the waiver.  Exhibit 5 was 

the video recording of the September 10th Plan Commission meeting that addressed the Moshers’ 

request to revoke the waiver granted on July 9th.   The Council watched these videos during 

deliberations.   

 

The Mosher’s submitted a photograph as Exhibit 6.  Ms. Heather Mosher also testified.  

Council then heard closing arguments from counsel.  Prior to deliberations, Mr. Tucker submitted 

a packet of documents and photographs for the Council to consider, which was marked as 

Exhibit 7.  Counsel for the City and the Moshers reviewed the packet and did not object to the 

Council accepting and considering Exhibit 7.  Separately, a citizen provided the mayor with a 

written public comment on the matter, but this was not accepted or considered by the Council as 

evidence. 

 

After deliberations and considering all the evidence submitted, including Exhibits 1 

through 7, the Council makes the following findings of fact: 

 

1. The residential property located at 353 West School Street (hereinafter referred to as 

the “Property”) is a corner lot adjoining both West School Street and South Main 

Street.   
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2. Mr. Gary Tucker owns the Property, and he applied for a wavier for a second 

driveway at the Property, which was granted by the Plan Commission on July 9, 

2026.  

3. The Property currently has a driveway located on West School Street that was 

installed in approximately 2018.  At that time, the Property had a driveway located on 

South Main Street, but that driveway was removed when the new driveway was 

installed on West School Street.   

4. Mr. Tucker’s application for the waiver requested he be allowed to install a second 

driveway at the same location as the previous driveway on South Main Street.   

5. The Moshers are neighbors to Mr. Tucker, and own and reside at the residence located 

at 423 South Main Street.   

6. The Moshers requested the Plan Commission revoke the waiver granted to Mr. 

Tucker, and that request was heard by the Plan Commission on September 10, 2026.  

The Plan Commission took no action on the request, and the Moshers timely filed an 

administrative appeal. 

7. The standard for granting the waiver requested by Mr. Tucker is contained in City 

Code Section 86-191(d)(1), which provides in relevant part: 

 

The City Planning Commission may waive the requirements for 

residential, commercial or industrial driveways when, in its opinion, the 

waiving of the requirements will not have a detrimental effect on the 

safety of the general public.  The Plan Commission may require the 

applicant for a waiver to submit an engineered plan that will effectively 

permit ingress and egress with a minimum of hazard or congestion to 

pedestrian and vehicle traffic bon on and off the street. 

  (emphasis added above in bold) 

 

8. In considering all the evidence, the Council finds that there was insufficient evidence 

presented to the Plan Commission and to the Council at the appeal hearing to 

determine that the waiver will not have a detrimental effect on the safety of the 

general public. 

 

 

Based on these findings, the Common Council REVERSES the granting of the waiver for 

a second driveway at the Property.   
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Dated October 6, 2026 

Approval by: 

 

________________________ 

Ryan Rostad 

 

________________________ 

Rhonda Fuller 

 

________________________ 

Trina Reid 

 

________________________ 

Michael Lawson 

 

________________________ 

Amy Roelke 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type:  Committee of the Whole/Common Council 

Meeting Date:   October 6, 2026 

 

Item Title: Discuss and consider donating 40 abandoned bicycles to Dreambikes non-
profit organization in Madison.      

Submitted By: Dennis Weiner, Chief of Police    

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

The department has accumulated 40 abandoned/found bicycles in various states of repair/disrepair, over 
the last 10 years. They are currently stored at the old Countryside Ford building. With that demolition 
planned in the future, we are looking to dispose of them to a non-profit organization. Given their conditions 
and value an online auction means would not be feasible.  

We reached out and researched area non-profits. Some were not interested and only accept them in 
‘gently used’ condition, to require minimal repair or refurbishing time and cost before being distributed. 
One, Dreambikes in Madison (dream-bikes.org) will take them n any condition. Dreambikes is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit that provides job training to teens and returns bikes to the community. They do not have means 
to pick up that volume and we would have to deliver to them to the north side of Madison. I have no issue 
with coordinating that.  

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

 None.  

 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Discus, consider, and take action on donating 40 abandoned bicycles to Dreambikes in Madison.      
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Committee of the Whole & Common Council 

Meeting Date: October 6, 2026 

 

Item Title: MOU with Olena Investments 

Submitted By: Matt Amundson, City Administrator 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

The City Attorney has drafted the proposed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the City of 

Columbus and Olena Investments LLC. Over the past year, City staff, including Jason Lietha, Mike 

Kornmann, Mayor Joe Hammer, and the undersigned, have met with representatives of Olena Investments 

(Curt Hanson family ownership) to develop the attached Corridor Plan concept and negotiate the terms 

outlined in the proposed MOU.   

 

The MOU establishes a framework for a coordinated land exchange and development partnership 

intended to facilitate future residential growth, municipal facilities, transportation improvements, and 

utility infrastructure within the Ridgeline Drive and Highview Lane corridor.  

 

Key provisions of the MOU include: 

 The City and Olena will cooperate to create and record a subdivision plat covering properties 

owned by both parties.   

 The plat is intended to:  

o Create six new residential lots (three north and three south of Ridgeline Drive). 

o Create a City-owned parcel of approximately 6 acres. 

o Establish additional development parcels and necessary road right-of-way.  

 The City will fund and manage the platting process, including required approvals.  

 Existing right-of-way will be vacated and new right-of-way established as part of the 

development layout.  

 Development of a Highway 73 Corridor Plan that will be reviewed and approved through the 

Plan Commission process. Once adopted, the Corridor Plan will serve as the planning framework 

and vision for future development within the corridor. Olena Investments will retain ownership 

of the development parcels and may market and sell property to future developers. Any future 

development proposals will remain subject to City review and approval and will be evaluated for 

consistency with the approved Corridor Plan.  

 Following approval of the plat the City and Olena will complete the exchange of parcels. 

 The City will be responsible for Utility connections to the Public Safety Building site.  Utility 

extensions for private development are anticipated to be part of future development 

agreements. 
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The MOU also provides the City with an option to purchase a portion of Parcel 1188.03 for a future 

water treatment facility site. The Utility Commission previously authorized a study of this area in 2024 to 

evaluate long-term utility system needs. The proposed option provides the City with the ability to 

secure a strategic location for future utility expansion while delaying acquisition until needed. Key terms 

include: 

 Purchase price of $104,000 per acre if exercised in 2027. 

 Annual escalation of 3% beginning January 1 of each subsequent year. 

 Option term extending through December 31, 2030. 

 Exercise of the option upon 60 days written notice by the City.  

 

Utility and Development Commitments 

 Olena will grant utility easements needed to serve future City facilities.  

 The City will develop access rights and easements to support the Highview Lane extension and 

municipal facilities.  

 The City will assume responsibility for:  

o Traffic Impact Study updates (if required by DOT). 

o Certain environmental reviews and permitting. 

o Releasing or updating prior unneeded easements affecting City Utility lands.   

 

Strategic Importance to the City 

If implemented, the MOU would: 

1. Assemble land needed for a future public safety campus. 

2. Preserve a future site for a water treatment facility. 

3. Facilitate residential growth through coordinated subdivision development. 

4. Advance future road connections, including Highview Lane extensions. 

5. Available sites for commercial and industrial development. 

 
List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Memorandum of Understanding between Olena Investments and City of Columbus 

 
Action Requested of Council: 

Consider and take possible action on MOU with Olena Investments 
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

This Memorandum of Understanding (hereinafter “MOU”) is entered into by and between 

the City of Columbus, a Wisconsin Municipal Corporation (hereinafter “City”) and Olena 

Investments LLC, a Wisconsin Limited Liability Company (hereinafter “Olena”). 

WHEREAS, City is the owner of Lot 1, CSM 5730, recorded with the Columbia County 

Register of Deeds as Document No. 880191, and otherwise known as Parcel 1515.01 (hereinafter 

“Lot 1”); and 

WHEREAS, Olena is the owner of Lots 2, 3 and 4 of CSM 5730, otherwise known as 

Parcels 1515.02, 1515.03 and 1515.04; and 

WHEREAS, Olena is also the owner of Parcels 1188.03, 1508.07 and 1508.08 located 

within the jurisdictional limits of the City; and 

WHEREAS, City and Olena desire to develop the above referenced lands owned by City 

and Olena and understand that in order to more efficiently develop these lands, an exchange of 

lands will need to take place, a new plat will need to be prepared, and future right-of-way will need 

to be established by dedication and existing right-of-way will be vacated to reconfigure lands; and 

WHEREAS, the City and Olena desire to work together for the improvement of these 

lands as follows: 

1. City, at its sole expense, shall take all steps necessary to prepare a plat which will include
all or part of Lots 1, 2, 3 and 4 of CSM 5730 and also include certain lands located within
Parcel 1188.03 (are we platting Highview Lane all the way to STH 73, if so the plat will
contain portions of a couple other parcels 1508.08 and 1508.07) (from your exhibit it looks
like we should. Go big to start, and we can adjust downward if necessary. so that the end
result of the platting process results in Olena owning 3 residential lots north of Ridgeline
Drive, the creation of 3 residential lots south of Ridgeline Drive, the City owning
approximately 6 acres contained within one lot and a parcel being created lying north of
the lot created for the City.  Right-of-way to service all of these lots shall also be created
and established by the platting process.  An approximation of the plat configuration is
attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference. The area to be platted
pursuant to this agreement is attached as Exhibit B.
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2. City and Olena shall work together to create the plat for this project, including submitting 

the a preliminary plat to the City and a final plat to the City and State Plat Review that also 
includes the Department of Transportation review.  Upon approval of the final plat, the 
parties shall take all steps necessary to record the plat with the Columbia County Register 
of Deeds.  The City shall be responsible for all application and recording fees. 

 
3. The parties understand the existing right-of-way will need to be vacated in order to create 

the new plat.  The parties agree to submit petitions for vacation of right-of-way as necessary 
to the City Common Council in order to complete the vacation of right-of-way for the 
creation of the new plat. 
 

4. Upon the recording of the plat, the City, for no consideration, shall convey any interest it 
may have in the 3 lots owned by Olena north of Ridgeline Drive and shall convey its 
interest in the 3 lots created south of Ridgeline Drive to Olena.  Further, the City shall 
convey its interest in the parcel north of the parcel to be owned by the City to Olena. 
 

5. The City and Olena shall enter into an Offer to Purchase for the conveyance from Olena to 
the City of the parcel created by the plat lying west of Ridgeline Drive and north of Park 
Avenue to be owned by the City.  This conveyance will include, without consideration, 
Olena conveying any interest it may have acquired by the platting process to the land 
already owned by the City.  The platting process will result in the City having one 6.08-
acre parcel and the City shall purchase from Olena approximately 2.08 acres of additional 
land at the price of $104,000 per acre in order to create the 6-acre parcel.  This conveyance 
also takes into consideration the land conveyed for no consideration from the City to Olena 
lying south of Ridgeline Drive.   
 

6. Additional terms and conditions of the Offer to Purchase from City to Olena shall include, 
but not be limited to the following: 
a. If the City does not use all or some of the property conveyed to it for a City Building 

and decides to sell the property, Olena has the right to repurchase the entire 6.08-
acre parcel, or any portion thereof at a cost of $104,000 per acre.  If Olena chooses 
not to exercise this right of first refusal, it agrees to execute any and all documents 
necessary to clear this right of first refusal from the chain of title. 

b. Closing of the City’s purchase from Olena shall be within 45 days of the plat being 
recorded with the Columbia County Register of Deeds.   

c. No earnest money shall be paid. 
d. The City will waive the receipt of a Vacant Land Disclosure Report and 

acknowledges that it will be purchasing the property in an as is, where is condition. 
e. City shall be responsible for any conversion charge for converting agricultural land 

purchased by the City to a non-agricultural use following closing. 
f. City shall be responsible for the 2026 real estate taxes for all lands except the three 

lots owned by Olena prior to the platting process, title insurance costs for the 
conveyance of the 6.08 acre parcel, the three lots south of Ridgeline and the lot 
north of the City lot, and the costs of closing the conveyance of these lots. 
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Jason Lietha
Platting timeline and 45 days for closing will be well past harvest, I don’t believe we will need to bring this up?

Paul A. Johnson
I wasn’t sure if any borings would need to be done asap while crops are still on the ground. Ok with removing. You mention soil boring for the well below, will that affect the crops?



 
 

7. Contemporaneous with the closing of the purchase and sale as set forth in paragraphs 5 and 
6 above, Olena shall grant City an option to purchase additional portions of Parcel 1188.03 
for the purpose of constructing a water treatment facility in the future.  The land subject to 
the option is set forth on the attached Exhibit C.  The option to purchase shall provide as 
follows: 
a. Olena will sell the Exhibit C parcel to City for the sum of $104,000 per acre if the 

transaction closes in 2027.  For each year following 2027, the price per acre shall 
increase by 3% on January 1 of each year. 

b. The sale of the Exhibit C property shall contain all of the same terms and conditions 
as set forth in paragraph 6 above. 

c. The option from Olena to City shall remain in effect until December 31, 2030.  At 
any time prior to December 31, 2030, the City may exercise the option by giving 
written notice to Olena of its intent to purchase the property.  Once written notice 
has been given to Olena, the parties shall close the transaction within 60 days of the 
date of giving notice.  

d. Owner will grant permission to City of Columbus Utility (Utility) to drill a test well 
to sample water quality and confirm future well flow volume to confirm parcel is 
suitable for the intended use prior to purchase.  City is required to restore to same 
condition as before testing. 

 
8. The parties intend this Memorandum of Understanding to be a road map toward the 

efficient and productive re-development of the land subject to this MOU.  The parties 
understand that certain conditions may change over time, and the parties agree to operate 
in good faith and amend this Memorandum of Understanding as necessary upon future 
written agreement of the parties.   

9. The City will pay for and install sewer, water and street for the extension of Ridgeline 
Drive to create access to the 6.08 acre parcel the city will own along with services for 
utilities to all 6 residential lots Owner will own when the City starts construction on this 
Project.   

10. Prior to start of construction by the City on the 6.08 acre lot, the City will determine a plan 
to export excess fill off the site and use to fill the new Highview lane extension right of 
way to the north of the parcel and obtain easements and approval from Owner to fill any 
excess material on lands to be determined by agreement of Owner and City.  

11. City will submit for the artificial exemption and jurisdictional determination for any 
wetlands that were delineated in the 2026 report.  

12. City will layout future utilities for service to all lots of the final plat and coordinate 
locations with Owner. 

13. City and Utility will review all easements previously granted to City and Utility that 
encumber lands in the final plat and consider release if not required for this proposed 
development or existing infrastructure can be removed or eliminated. 

14. City will assume responsibility for any Traffic Impact Study or update to past study that 
will be required by Wisdot for the final plat.  

15. The parties agree that no driveways will be permitted onto STH 73 from the platted area 
with the exception of emergency egress for police and fire from the City parcel 
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16. The concept plan that is developed by the parties will be approved by the city planning 
commission as a corridor development plan to be followed for future development. The 
first draft of the concept plan is attached hereto as Exhibit D. 
  

17.  
 
 
 
 
CITY OF COLUMBUS 
 
Date: __________________, 2026  Date: __________________, 2026 
 
 
_____________________________  ____________________________ 
Joe Hammer, Mayor    Susan Caine, Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
OLENA INVESTMENTS LLC 
 
Date: __________________, 2026 
 
 
_____________________________    
Curtis Hanson, Member 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council 

Meeting Date: 10/6/2026 
 

 

 

Item Title: 

 

Claims Packet 

Submitted By: Kendra Riddle, Finance Director 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

Claims from 9/10/2026 to 9/30/2026 in the amount of $714,395.41 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Claims Packet 9/10/2026 – 9/30/2026 

Payroll Register 9/18/2026                                                                                                                                 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Consider and take action on claims in the amount of $714,395.41 
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