
 

Common Council Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, September 17, 2024 at 6:35 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Approval of Agenda 

Public Comment 

Consent Agenda 

1. Council and Committee of the Whole Minutes 09/03/2024 

2. Mayoral Appointments to Boards/Committees/Commissions 

3. Street Closing Application for Columbus Fire Department 10/06/2024 Open House 

Ordinances – First Reading (Final action may be taken by a motion to suspend the rules and 
waive the readings under City of Columbus Ordinance Sec 2-46) 

4. Ordinance 796-24 Repeal and Recreate Chapter 26 Cable Communications 

New Business 

5. Purchase of Felling Tilt Deck Trailer 

6. Consider and take action on Resolution 4-24: to Create Tax Incremental Financing District #7 as 
recommended by Plan Commission 

7. Consider and take action on Resolution 5-24: Exempting the Municipality from Paying Columbia 
County Library Tax in 2025 

8. Consider and take action on Claims in the amount of $346,386.77 

Report of City Officers – City Administrator, Mayor 

Adjourn 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Common Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, September 03, 2024 at 6:30 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 
 

Roll Call 
The Regular Common Council meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by Mayor Hammer. The following 
members were present: Mayor Joe Hammer, Alderperson Molly Finkler, Alderperson Michael Lawson, 
Alderperson Sarah Motiff, Alderperson Trina Reid, and Alderperson Amy Roelke. 
 
Alderperson Ryan Rostad was excused. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 
Notice of Open Meeting 
Noted as posted. 
Approval of Agenda 
Motion made by Alderperson Motiff, Seconded by Alderperson Finkler to approve the agenda. 
 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, and 
Alderperson Roelke. Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: None. 
Consent Agenda 
Motion made by Alderperson Motiff, Seconded by Alderperson Roelke to approve the Consent Agenda 
which consisted of minutes from the Special Committee of the Whole, Council and Committee of the 
Whole Minutes of August 20, 2024, and the Mayoral appointments of Matt Amundson to the Joint 
Review Board, and Stephen Bright to the Plan Commission. 
 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, and 
Alderperson Roelke. Motion carried. 
 
Ordinances – First Reading (Final action may be taken by a motion to suspend the rules and 
waive the readings under City of Columbus Ordinance Sec 2-46) 
3. Ordinance 795-24: An Ordinance to Repeal Certain Sections of Chapters 90 and 114, and to 

Create Chapter 47 of the City Code Concerning Construction Site Erosion and Sediment Control. 
Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to take no action at this 
meeting and move to a future Common Council meeting. This ordinance will be reviewed by the 
Plan Commission on September 12, 2024. 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, and 
Alderperson Roelke. Motion carried. 
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New Business 
 
4. Consider and take action on hours of City Hall 

Administrator Amundson shared these hours are a good fit for Columbus. Staff has been making 
accommodations for residents to meet at different times, if needed. He is recommending to council 
that the open office hours of Monday through Thursday 8:00am - 4:30pm, and Friday 8:00am - 
12:00noon for City Hall, which began in July, be kept in place moving forward as they have been 
working very well with decreasing the amount of accumulated leave time for most of the City Hall 
employees, while also being available to the public. Employees are still working at least 40 hours 
per week. 
In addition to keeping the new hall hours, he is developing a plan to have a Mobile City Hall 
schedule which would involve himself, the mayor, council members, and Department Heads, two or 
three at a time, being available at different city-wide events that are held throughout the year. 
Council spoke positively about the changes and requested that the website be updated with more 
information/FAQ's to assist residents, as well. 
Motion made by Alderperson Motiff, Seconded by Alderperson Finkler to change the City Hall 
hours to Monday through Thursday 8:00am until 4:30pm, and Fridays 8:00am until 12:00 noon. 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, and 
Alderperson Roelke. Motion carried. 
 

5. Consider and take action on claims in the amount of $482,413.79 
Motion made by Alderperson Lawson, Seconded by Alderperson Motiff to approve the Claims in 
the amount of $482,413.79. 
 
Voting Yea via Roll Call: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, 
Alderperson Reid, and Alderperson Roelke. Motion carried. 
 

Report of City Officers – City Administrator, Mayor 
Amundson shared that there is a Strategic Plan Session scheduled for Wednesday, September 11, 
2024, at 6:00pm in the Columbus High School cafeteria to work on Strategic Priorities and set goals. All 
are invited. There will be online feedback available in the future, as well.  
Mayor Hammer reminded everyone that school is back in session so please be aware and take extra 
caution when driving through the city. 
Adjourn 
Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Roelke to adjourn the meeting at 
6:43pm. 
 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, and 
Alderperson Roelke. Motion carried. 
 
*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Committee of the Whole Meeting - REVISED 09/03/2024  
Minutes 

Tuesday, September 03, 2024 at 6:35 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 
 

Roll Call 
The Committee of the Whole Meeting was called to order at 6:43pm by President Amy Roelke. The 
following members were present: Council President Amy Roelke, Mayor Joe Hammer, Alderperson 
Sarah Motiff, Alderperson Trina Reid, Alderperson Michael Lawson, and Alderperson Molly Finkler. 
 
Alderperson Ryan Rostad was excused. 
 
Notice of Open Meeting 
Noted as posted. 
Approval of Agenda 
Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Motiff to approve the agenda. 
 
Voting Yea: Council President Roelke, Mayor Hammer, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Alderperson Lawson, and Alderperson Finkler. Motion carried. 
 
Committee Minutes for File 
The following Committee Minutes were presented for file: Cemetery (08/15/24), CHLPC (07/24/24), 
Library (07/16/24), and Recreation (05/13/24). The Treasurer Report from July 2024 was also 
presented for file. 
Public Comment 
None. 
New Business 
 
3. Purchase of Felling Tilt Deck Trailer 

Public Works Director, Troy Kehoe shared with the committee that the current trailer is outdated, 
has bad tires and is no longer safe to use. He received three quotes and is recommending 
purchasing the Felling Tilt Deck trailer from Mid-State which was quoted at $15,445. Kehoe has the 
spec sheets for review. The expense would come out of the Capital Equipment fund. Committee 
agreed to move forward to the next regular Common Council meeting on 09/17/2024 for a vote. 

4. Discussion regarding Water Quality Trading Agreement with Stibb Farms 
Engineer Jason Leitha shared the updated Water Quality Trading Agreement with Stibb Farms. 
This is based on a program through the Wisconsin DNR. Amundson, Holbert and Leitha have met 
with the landowner at his request and made some revisions to the agreement before the extension 
takes place. They included the ability of crop rotation, seeding rates, and updated contact 
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information. A clause was added for a 5-year extension, in addition to a cost adjustment. There 
were a couple of typographical errors clarified with the committee. Committee then agreed to move 
forward to the regular Common Council meeting on 09/17/2024 for a vote.   

5. Updated Cable Ordinance 
David Bennett presented the updated Cable Ordinance for review by the committee. There were 
several items that needed to be addressed such as the removal of the Lead Cable Coordinator 
position as it is now a defunct position, and updates to the ordinance language. Alder Lawson 
asked if there was a need to add the Production Specialist position description. Bennett shared 
that Cable Commission is teaming up with the school district and their youth program to cover this 
position, so there is no need to have it added to the ordinance.  

Adjourn 
Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Reid to adjourn at 6:59pm. 
 
Voting Yea: Council President Roelke, Mayor Hammer, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Alderperson Lawson, and Alderperson Finkler. Motion carried. 
 
*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type:  Common Council Meeting 

Meeting Date:   September 17, 2024 

 

Item Title: Mayoral Appointments to Boards/Committees/Commissions 

Submitted By: Susan Caine, Clerk 

 
Detailed Description of Subject Matter:  Mayor Joe Hammer would like to recommend the 
following Appointments to the Beautification Advisory Board and the Columbus Utilities 
Commission. 
 
Beautification Advisory Board – Amy Hernandez, replacing Jackson Friederich, for the term expiring 
in 2026. 
Columbus Utilities Commission - Sandy Curtis, for the term of 2024 - 2029. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
List all Supporting Documentation Attached:  None. 
 
 
 
Action Requested of Council:  Consider presented appointments. 
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2024 AGENDA ITEM  
  

   

Committee of the Whole Meeting date:  ___n/a_____________________________ 

  

Council Meeting date:  ___September 17, 2024_____________________________ 

  

ITEM:  ___Street Closing Application – Columbus Fire Dept. Open House__________ 

 

SUBMITTED BY:  ____Susan Caine, Clerk__________________________________ 

 

 

 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT MATTER:   

 

The Columbus Fire Department has requested a street closing for W. Harrison Street 

from Dickason Blvd. to Ludington on Sunday, October 6, 2024, for the hours between 

11:00am and 5:00pm. for the purpose of an Open House. 

 

All Departments have signed off on and approved this event, with no Large Event 

Operations Plan required. 

 

This event will be open to the public. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIST ALL SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION ATTACHED:    

 

Street Closing Application. 

 

 

 

ACTION REQUESTED OF COUNCIL:  Approval of Columbus Fire Department’s 

request for a street closing on October 6, 2024. 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council 

Meeting Date: August 20, 2024 

 

Item Title: Updated Cable Ordinance 

Submitted By: David Bennett, Communications & Economic Development Coordinator 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

The previous update to the Cable Ordinance only included changing the composition of the Cable 
Commission and did not address other issues. The proposed changes address the advisory nature of 
the Commission, aligns the stated technical standards to include applicable State Statutes, updates who 
Charter or any other video service provider contacts regarding excavation in City streets, alleys, and 
public areas, and removed the defunct Lead Cable Coordinator position. 

 

The proposed Ordinance changes have been reviewed, discussed, and recommended to Council by the 
Cable Commission. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Proposed Cable Ordinance changes 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Repeal and Recreate Article 1, Sec.26-1(d), Duties; Sec.26-34, Technical Standards; and Repeal 
Sec.26-45, Lead Cable Coordinator 

 

10

Item #4.



Columbus Cable Commission 

City of Columbus, WI 

Minutes from June 24, 2024 

 

Call to Order 

Meeting was called to order at 6:34 pm 

Roll Call 

Famularo, Pyfferoen, and Roelke were present. Staff member Bennett was present 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Meeting was properly noticed 

Approve Agenda 

Motion to approve the Agenda for June 24, 2024, by Roelke. Second by Famularo. 
Motion was passed by a 3-0 vote. 

Elect Chair, Vice-Chair, and Secretary 

Motion to nominate Famularo for Chair by Roelke. Second by Pyfferoen. No other 
nominations were made. Motion approves by a 3-0 vote. 

Motion to nominate Pyfferoen for Vice-Chair by Roelke. Second by Pyfferoen. No other 
nominations were made. Motion approves by a 3-0 vote. 

Motion to nominate Roelke for Secretary by Roelke. Second by Pyfferoen. No other 
nominations were made. Motion approves by a 3-0 vote. 

Approve Minutes 

Motion to approve the Minutes from April 28, 2024, by Famularo. Second by Pyfferoen. 
Motion was passed by a 3-0 vote. 

Citizen Comments and Correspondence 

There were no comments or correspondence. 

Financial Update 

Staff presented the May 2024 Cable Budget Summary to the Cable Commission. Staff 
highlighted the 1st quarter Franchise Fee payment received that totaled $11,809.18 and 
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interest income of $2,788.86 in year-to-date revenues. Staff provided a short list of 
expenditures that featured $3,153.41 for the purchase of a 500-hour block for the 
Cablecast Captioning service and $123.22 to Ontech for reconnecting the Cablecast 
unit to the City's network. Staff announced that there was $43,109.50 remaining in the 
2024 Cable Budget. 

Programming Update 

Staff presented a list of 35 new programs that aired in April. Staff included some 
analytics from Cablecast for video-on-demand (VOD) files and live streaming. 41 VOD 
files were viewed 946 times for 218 hours and 12 minutes. The live stream was viewed 
389 times for 115 hours and 36 minutes. Council / Committee of the Whole meetings 
had 287 views for 97 hours and 30 minutes. 

Staff also presented a list of 37 new programs that aired in May. Staff included some 
analytics from Cablecast for video-on-demand (VOD) files and live streaming. 81 VOD 
files were viewed 1,071 times for 291 hours and 11 minutes. The live stream was 
viewed 484 times for 178 hours and 46 minutes. Council / Committee of the Whole 
meetings had 281 views for 94 hours and 11 minutes. 

Equipment Update 

Staff updated the Cable Commission regarding the status of issues with PTZ camera #2 
glitching. Staff has replaced the CAT cable that runs from the HDMI over CAT 
transmitter and receiver with a shorter cable. This seems to have resolved the issue. 
Staff will observe the camera for any more issues and give an update the Cable 
Commission at the next meeting. 

Staff purchased and installed a new projector in the Council Chamber. A new TV was 
also purchased but had to be returned as it malfunctioned, and a replacement was 
purchased instead. The new TV works but does not come with a VGA connection as 
advertised. Staff informed the Cable Commission that the VGA infrastructure should be 
replaced anyway. Staff will install the new TV once a replacement of the Kramer VGA 
switcher in the A/V Room is found, and new CAT cable is installed. Staff plans to 
repurpose the old TV in the Council Chamber for either monitoring cable broadcasts or 
as an information display board. 

Discussion and Possible Recommendation to Council to Approve Updated Cable 
Ordinance 

Staff would like the Cable Commission to recommend for Council approval an updated 
Cable Ordinance. The changes include: 

- Updated language to better clarify the advisory nature of the Cable Commission with 
minor wording tweaks 

- Aligned the Technical Standards section to include applicable State Statutes to fill any 
holes that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) may have and vice-versa 
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- Updated who Charter will need to go through in order excavate City streets, alleys, 
and public areas to the Utilities Director 

- Removed the defunct Lead Cable Coordinator position 

Motion to recommend to Council to approve the updates to the Cable Ordinance by 
Pyfferoen. Second by Roelke. Motion passes with a 3-0 vote. 

Update Regarding Part-Time Production Specialist Position 

Staff informed the Cable Commission of the termination of the current Production 
Specialist. However, the position is planned to be filled utilizing the Columbus School 
District's new Youth Apprenticeship Program and was vetted by the City's HR 
Administrator. The program consists of 450 work hours annually for the student and the 
City will interview, provide on-the-job training, pay the student, and provide regular 
progress reviews. The School District will recruit students from relevant classes, 
coordinate enrollment, integrate the worksite training with in-class instruction, and 
provide 180 hours of related technical instruction each year. Students will receive credit, 
pay, and training for participating in the program. 

Famularo asked what jobs will be performed for the 450 work hours. Staff would have 
the position start with learning broadcast and field equipment, followed by filming 
meetings and then filming local events. Staff plans to have the apprentice help the 
Library and other City departments with videos prior to working on other projects. The 
program could create a pipeline of student employment for continuation of the position. 

Update and Possible Discussion About Cable Television Status Featuring 
Charter's Quarterly Earnings Results and Nielsen's The Gauge Platform Analytics 

Staff will begin to incorporate a regular update of the cable industry. Using Charter's 
quarterly earnings report, Staff informed the Cable Commission that Charter has lost 
8% of its cable subscribers since March 2023. They had lost 1.16 million cable 
customers from 2023 - 2024 year-over-year. Charter plans to cut back on costs while 
increasing prices of its cable services. Charter is pivoting to streaming as it now offers 
its own direct-to-consumer streaming application along with its Xumo Box joint venture. 
Staff has found that analog stations are not shown on Charter's streaming services. In 
order for Columbus to be seen, Charter would need to update equipment on its end, so 
the City can match the transmission signal. Using Nielsen's, The Gauge which 
measures television consumption between broadcast, cable, and streaming, Staff has 
noted that cable television has decreased from 34.5% in August 2022 to 28.2% in May 
2024. Broadcast nudged up from 22.1% to 22.3% and Streaming increased from 31.3% 
to 38.8%. 

Future Agenda Items 

No new items were added 

Select Future Meeting Date/Time 
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The Cable Commission decided to keep the meetings on the fourth Monday at 6:30 pm. 
Roelke and Famularo may have a conflict on July 22 for the next meeting, but will notify 
Staff if they cannot attend. 

Adjourn 

The Cable Commission adjourned at 7:01 pm 
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Chapter 26 Cable Communications REDLINE 
Removed, Added 

 

Article 1. In General 

Sec. 26-1. Columbus Cable Commission. 

a) Purpose. The Columbus Cable Commission is hereby established for the purpose of providing 
public access programming and production and programming on public access channels as well 
as providing community residents with a resource for communicating with their peers and 
elected representatives through video programming. 

b) How Constituted. The Columbus Cable Commission shall consist of 5 members. One member 
shall be a member of the Common Council and the remaining 4 members shall be residents of 
the City of Columbus. The Commission shall elect by majority vote of its members, a Chair, Vice 
Chair and Secretary at its meeting in June each year. 

c) Terms. The Common Council representative shall be appointed annually by the Mayor subject to 
confirmation by the Common Council at its first meeting in May in each year.  The Mayor shall 
appoint the resident members, subject to confirmation by the Common Council at its first 
meeting of May each year. All appointees shall serve a three-year term. Any member may be 
appointed for consecutive terms. 

d) Duties. The cable commission shall prepare and maintain advise City Staff in preparing and 
maintaining a budget based on franchise fees received by the city. The commission shall allocate 
advise how all franchise fee revenues are allocated as it deems necessary to provide public 
access programming and to assist production and programming on the public access channels. 
In addition, the commission shall have the following duties:  

1) Review and develop a master plan for use of the public access equipment in City 
facilities and review needed upgrades to the equipment in the Council Chambers and 
other facilities.  

2) Review and provide input to the city administrator on job descriptions for the lead cable 
coordinator and other cable employees, appropriate staff or contracted positions and 
participate in interviewing of potential cable employees  staff and independent 
contractors, if requested by the city council or the city administrator  

3) Review and develop a master plan for the use of public access channels. Develop 
policies regarding the use of public access channels and make recommendations to the 
City Administrator and the City Council regarding the same. 

4) Review and recommend programming to be funded by cable revenues. 
5) Solicit and receive public input regarding public access services. 
6) Investigate any task delegated to it by the City Administrator or the City Council. 

 ( Ord. No. 716-15 , § 2, 4-10-15; Ord. No. 735-17 , § 1, 7-31-17; Ord. 790-24 §1, 4-1-24) 

 

Secs. 26-2 – 26-30. Reserved. 
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Article 2. Franchising Regulations 

Sec. 26-31. Grant of franchise. 

a) The City of Columbus Common Council does hereby adopt Wis. Stat. § 66.0420, as may be 
amended from time to time, regarding video service and the granting of video service franchises 
by the State of Wisconsin. If any provision of Wis. Stat. § 66.0420 conflicts with the terms and 
conditions of this chapter, the terms of the statute shall control. If the terms of the statute and 
this chapter can be read together without conflicting, then both provisions shall be followed to 
the maximum extent allowed by law. Should any word, phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or 
portion of this Chapter be declared to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such 
adjudication shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this chapter, but shall only 
affect the portion thereof declared to be invalid, and the City hereby expressly states and 
declares that it would nonetheless have passed this chapter. 

b) In the event any valid law, rule or regulation of any other governing authority or agency having 
jurisdiction including, but not limited to, the Federal Communications Commission contravenes 
the provisions of this chapter, then the provisions hereof which are in conflict with any such law, 
rule or regulation shall be declared null and void, and the remaining portions of this chapter 
shall remain in full force and effect. 

c) For purposes of this chapter, the term "grantee" shall refer to any holder of a video service 
franchise issued by the department of financial institutions to provide video services to the City 
of Columbus.  

( Ord. No. 716-15, § 2, 4-10-15 ) 

 

Sec. 26-32. Subscriber privacy. 

a) The Grantee shall comply with provisions of Section 631 of the Cable Communications Policy Act 
of 1984, as amended, regarding "protection of subscriber privacy." 

b) No monitoring of any terminal connected to the system shall take place without specific written 
authorization by the user of the terminal in question on each occasion and without written 
notice to the city. 

c) Grantee shall not, except as required by governmental action, provide any data concerning 
specific subscribers or users or their use of its services without first securing written 
authorization for the provision of such data. 

d) Wis. Stats. § 134.43, is hereby adopted by reference and made a part of this chapter. 
e) The grantee shall not at any time require the removal or offer to remove any existing or 

potential subscriber's antenna. 

( Ord. No. 716-15, § 2, 4-10-15 ) 
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Sec. 26-33. Line extension policy. 

The City of Columbus recognizes that, in certain circumstances, for economic reasons, it may not be 
economically feasible for the cable television system to be extended to all residents of the city, in which 
case the following policies shall apply: The Grantee shall provide its services to all areas within the 
corporate limits of the city subject to its extension policy for unusual or lengthy installations. In the 
event that the Grantee is requested to extend its system beyond 300 feet to its then-existing trunk cable 
or is requested to make an installation 300 feet beyond its main cable, Grantee shall be allowed to 
recover its costs from the subscriber in making the same. In the event said subscriber is not willing to 
pay the same, Grantee shall not be required to either extend the system or make the installation.  

( Ord. No. 716-15, § 2, 4-10-15 ) 

 

Sec. 26-34. Technical standards. 

Grantee shall maintain a cable television system in compliance with all technical standards of the 
Federal Communications Commission and applicable State Statutes.  

( Ord. No. 716-15, § 2, 4-10-15 ) 

 

Sec. 26-35. Rates. 

Pursuant to the Cable Communications Act of 1984, the City of Columbus shall not exercise ratemaking 
authority over any services or charges of Grantee, including, but not limited to, the basic rates charged 
for basic services.  

( Ord. No. 716-15, § 2, 4-10-15 ) 

 

Sec. 26-36. Grantee’s use of city rights. 

Grantee is hereby granted the right to erect, maintain and operate a cable television distribution system 
in the streets, alleys and utility easements of the City of Columbus and other public places. The poles 
used for such distribution shall be those erected or used by the local utilities. The grantee may erect its 
own poles, where necessary, after first obtaining permission from the Council. 

( Ord. No. 716-15, § 2, 4-10-15 ) 

  

Sec. 26-37. Method of installation. 

a) All installations made by the grantee shall be made in good, substantial, safe condition and 
maintained in such condition at all times and shall be made in accordance with all applicable 
rules and regulations, included in the rules and regulations of the utility company owning any 
poles utilized by the grantee. The grantee shall make no excavations in the streets, alleys and 
public places without first procuring a written permit from an authorized representative of the 
city, and all work of such kind shall be done so as to meet the approval of the public works 
manager Utilities Director.  
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b) The Grantee's transmission and distribution system poles, wires and appurtenances shall be 
located, erected and maintained so as not to interfere with the lives or safety of persons, or to 
interfere with improvements the City may deem proper to make, or to unnecessarily hinder or 
obstruct the free use of the streets, alleys, bridges or other public property. 

c) Grantee shall restore all areas of construction and/or excavation to the condition existing prior 
to the beginning of construction and/or excavation. 

( Ord. No. 716-15, § 2, 4-10-15 ) 

 

Sec. 26-38. Authority to trim trees. 

The Grantee shall have the authority to trim trees overhanging any streets, alleys, sidewalks and other 
public places of the city so as to prevent the branches of such trees from coming in contact with the 
wires and cables of the Grantee.  

( Ord. No. 716-15, § 2, 4-10-15 ) 

 

Sec. 26-39. Indemnity. 

a) The Grantee shall indemnify, defend and save the City and its agents and employees harmless 
from all claims, damages, losses and expenses, including attorney's fees, sustained by the City 
on account of any suit, judgment, execution, claim or demand whatsoever arising out of the 
installation, operation, maintenance, repair, use or removal of the cable system, except for such 
claims, damages, losses and expenses, including attorney's fees, which are attributable, in part 
or in whole, to acts of the City or its agents. 

b) The Grantee shall maintain, throughout the term of the franchise, a general comprehensive 
liability insurance policy naming, as an additional insured, the City of Columbus, its officers, 
Council, commissions, agents and employees, in a company approved by the City, which policy 
shall protect the City and its agencies and employees against liability for loss or damage for 
personal injury, death or property damage, occasioned by the operations of Grantee under the 
franchise granted hereunder, in not less than the following amounts:  

1) One million dollars for bodily injury or death to any one person within the limit. 

2) One million dollars for bodily injury or death resulting from any one accident.  

3) Five hundred thousand dollars for property damage resulting from any one accident. 
c) The insurance policy shall contain an endorsement stating that the policy is extended to cover 

the liability assumed by the grantee under the terms of this chapter and shall further contain 
the following endorsement. 

d) It is hereby understood and agreed that this policy may not be cancelled nor the amount of 
coverage thereof reduced until 30 days after receipt by the City Clerk by registered mail of a 
written notice of such intent to cancel or reduce the coverage. 

( Ord. No. 716-15, § 2, 4-10-15 ) 

 

 

18

Item #4.



Sec. 26-40. Complaint and repair procedures. 

a) The Grantee shall maintain an office which shall be open during all usual business hours, having 
a publicly listed telephone, and be so operated that complaints or requests for repairs or 
adjustments may be received toll-free on a 24-hour basis. 

b) The Grantee shall maintain a repair and maintenance crew that shall respond to subscriber 
complaints or requests for service within 24 hours after receipt of the complaint or request. No 
charge shall be made to the subscriber for this service. 

c) Upon failing to correct a service deficiency within 48 hours, the Grantee shall rebate one-
thirtieth (1/30) of the monthly charge for basic service and additional service to each subscriber 
for each 24 hours or fraction thereof after the first 48 hours following report of loss of service to 
the grantee, except to the extent that restoration of service is prevented by strike, injunction or 
other cause beyond the control of the Grantee. 

d) The Grantee shall establish procedures for receiving, acting upon and resolving subscriber 
complaints to the satisfaction of the City Council. The Grantee shall furnish a notice of such 
procedures to each subscriber at the time of initial subscription to the system. 

( Ord. No. 716-15, § 2, 4-10-15 ) 

 

Sec. 26-41. Preferential or discriminatory practices prohibited. 

Grantee shall not, as to rates, charges, service, services facilities, rules, regulations, employment or in 
any other respect make or grant any undue preference or advantage to any party, nor subject any party 
to any prejudice or disadvantage.  

( Ord. No. 716-15, § 2, 4-10-15 ) 

 

Sec. 26-42. Unauthorized connections of modifications. 

a) Unauthorized connections prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any firm, person, group, company, 
corporation or governmental body or agency, without the expressed consent of the Grantee, to 
make or possess any connection, extension or division, whether physically, acoustically, 
inductively, electronically or otherwise, with or to any segment of the cable television system 
for any purpose whatever. 

b) Removal or destruction prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any firm, person, group, company, 
corporation or governmental body or agency to willfully interfere, tamper, remove, obstruct or 
damage any part, segment or content of the cable television system for any purpose 
whatsoever. 

c) Penalties. Any firm, person, group, company, corporation or governmental body or agency 
convicted of a violation of this section shall, for each offense, forfeit a sum of not less than 
$100.00 nor more than $500.00, together with costs of such prosecution. 

( Ord. No. 716-15, § 2, 4-10-15 ) 
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Sec. 26-43. Additional hookups. 

The Grantee shall require that only Grantee's employees or subcontractors perform hookups to 
additional television sets and other equipment within an individual housing unit receiving the signal 
from the Grantee's main distribution system.  

( Ord. No. 716-15, § 2, 4-10-15 ) 

 

Sec. 26-44. Channel allocation. 

Except as provided for by federal and state law, specifically the Cable Communications Policy Act of 
1984 and the rules and regulations of the Federal Communications Commission, the Grantee shall have 
the exclusive right to determine the programming to be carried on the cable television system and the 
channel assignments on which the programming is carried.  

( Ord. No. 716-15, § 2, 4-10-15 ) 

 

Sec. 26-45. Lead Cable Coordinator. 

(a) The cable commission shall contract with one person to be the lead cable coordinator for the City. The lead 
cable coordinator shall serve at the pleasure of the cable commission.  

(b) The cable commission shall be responsible for creating and maintaining the job description for the lead cable 
coordinator position. The commission shall file a copy of the most current job description with the city 
administrator.  

(c) The lead cable coordinator shall at all times be considered an independent contractor. Upon appointment, 
the lead cable coordinator shall enter into a written contract with the cable commission which outlines the 
terms, conditions and compensation of the position. A copy of the contract shall be filed with the city 
administrator.  

( Ord. No. 716-15, § 2, 4-10-15 ) 
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CITY OF COLUMBUS 

 

ORDINANCE 796-24 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL AND RECREATE CHAPTER 26 OF THE CITY CODE 

OF ORDINANCES CONCERNING CABLE COMMUNICATIONS  

 

The Common Council of the City of Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin does hereby 

ordain as follows: 

 

1. Chapter 26, Cable Communications, is repealed in its entirety and recreated to now read as 

set forth on the attached Exhibit A.      

 

2. Severability. If any portion of this Ordinance or its application on any person or 

circumstances is held invalid, the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or any other 

provision herein or its application shall not be affected.  

 

3. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage and posting 

as required by law. 

 

 

 

Adopted this ___ day of _____________, 2024. 

 

 

 

CITY OF COLUMBUS 

 

 

By: __________________________  By: __________________________  

Joseph Hammer, Mayor    Susan L. Caine, Clerk 
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CHAPTER 26  CABLE COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Article I 

 

SECTION 26-01 Columbus Cable Commission 

 

(a) Purpose.  The Columbus Cable Commission is hereby established for the purpose of 

providing public access programming and production and programming on public 

access channels as well as providing community residents with a resource for 

communicating with their peers and elected representatives through video 

programming.     

(b) How Constituted.  The Columbus Cable Commission shall consist of 5 members.  One 

member shall be a member of the Common Council, and the remaining 4 members shall 

be residents of the City of Columbus.  The Commission shall elect by majority vote of 

its members, a Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary at its meeting in June each year.   

(c) Terms.  The Common Council representative shall be appointed annually by the Mayor 

subject to confirmation by the Common Council at its first meeting in May each year. 

The Mayor shall appoint the 4 resident members, subject to confirmation by the 

Common Council at its first meeting in May each year.  All appointees shall serve for 

a three-year term.  Any member may be appointed for consecutive terms. 

(d) Duties.  The Cable Commission shall advise City Staff in preparing and maintaining a 

budget based on franchise fees received by the City.  The Commission shall advise how 

all franchise fee revenues are allocated as it deems necessary to provide public access 

programming and to assist production and programming on the public access channels.  

In addition, the Commission shall have the following duties: 

(1) Review and develop a master plan for use of the public access channels in 

council chambers and review needed upgrades to the equipment in the Council 

chambers and other facilities.   

(2) Review and provide input to the City Administrator on job descriptions for 

appropriate staff or contracted positions and participate in interviewing of 

potential staff and independent contractors if requested by the City Council or 

the City Administrator. 

(3) Review and develop a master plan for the use of public access channels. Develop 

policies regarding the use of public access channels and make recommendations 

to the City Administrator and the City Council regarding the same.  

(4) Review and recommend programming to be funded by cable revenues. 

(5) Solicit and receive public input regarding public access services. 

(6) Investigate any task delegated to it by the City Administrator or the City 

Council. 

 

 

SECTION 26-02 through 26-30 Reserved 

Article II 

 

22

Item #4.



2 

 

SECTION 26-31 Grant of Franchise. 

 

(a) The City of Columbus Common Council does hereby adopt Wis. Stat. §66.0420, as 

may be amended from time to time, regarding video service and the granting of video 

service franchises by the State of Wisconsin.  If any provision of Wis. Stat. §66.0420 

conflicts with the terms and conditions of this Chapter, the terms of the statute shall 

control.  If the terms of the statute and this Chapter can be read together without 

conflicting, then both provisions shall be followed to the maximum extent allowed by 

law.  Should any word, phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or portion of this Chapter 

be declared to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such adjudication shall 

not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Chapter, but shall only affect 

the portion thereof declared to be invalid, and the City hereby expressly states and 

declares that it would nonetheless have passed this Chapter. 

(b) In the event any valid law, rule or regulation of any other governing authority or agency 

having jurisdiction including, but not limited to, the Federal Communications 

Commission contravenes the provisions of this Chapter, then the provisions hereof 

which are in conflict with any such law, rule or regulation shall be declared null and 

void, and the remaining portions of this Chapter shall remain in full force and effect. 

(c) For purposes of this Chapter, the term “Grantee” shall refer to any holder of a video 

service franchise issued by the Department of Financial Institutions to provide video 

services to the City of Columbus. 

 

SECTION 26-32 Subscriber Privacy. 

 

(a) The Grantee shall comply with provisions of Section 631 of the Cable Communications 

Policy Act of 1984, as amended, regarding “protection of subscriber privacy.”  

(b) No monitoring of any terminal connected to the system shall take place without specific 

written authorization by the user of the terminal in question on each occasion and 

without written notice to the City. 

(c) Grantee shall not, except as required by governmental action, provide any data 

concerning specific subscribers or users or their use of its services without first securing 

written authorization for the provision of such data. 

(d) Wis. Stats. §134.46, is hereby adopted by reference and made a part of this Chapter. 

(e) The Grantee shall not at any time require the removal or offer to remove any existing 

or potential subscriber’s antenna. 

 

SECTION 26-33 Line Extension Policy. 

 

The City of Columbus recognizes that, in certain circumstances, for economic reasons, it may 

not be economically feasible for the cable television system to be extended to all residents of 

the City, in which case the following policies shall apply: The Grantee shall provide its services 

to all areas within the corporate limits of the City subject to its extension policy for unusual or 

lengthy installations. In the event that the Grantee is requested to extend its system beyond 300 

feet to its then-existing trunk cable or is requested to make an installation 300 feet beyond its 

main cable, Grantee shall be allowed to recover its costs from the subscriber in making the 
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same. In the event said subscriber is not willing to pay the same, Grantee shall not be required 

to either extend the system or make the installation. 

 

SECTION 26-34 Technical Standards. 

 

Grantee shall maintain a cable television system in compliance with all technical standards of 

the Federal Communications Commission and applicable State Statutes. 

 

SECTION 26-35 Rates.  

 

Pursuant to the Cable Communications Act of 1984, the City of Columbus shall not exercise 

ratemaking authority over any services or charges of Grantee, including, but not limited to, the 

basic rates charged for basic services. 

 

SECTION 26-36 Grantee’s Use of City Rights.  

 

Grantee is hereby granted the right to erect, maintain and operate a cable television distribution 

system in the streets, alleys and utility easements of the City of Columbus and other public 

places. The poles used for such distribution shall be those erected or used by the local utilities. 

The Grantee may erect its own poles, where necessary, after first obtaining permission from 

the Council. 

 

SECTION 26-37 Method of Installation. 

 

(a) All installations made by the Grantee shall be made in good, substantial, safe condition 

and maintained in such condition at all times and shall be made in accordance with all 

applicable rules and regulations, included in the rules and regulations of the utility 

company owning any poles utilized by the Grantee. The Grantee shall make no 

excavations in the streets, alleys and public places without first procuring a written 

permit from an authorized representative of the City, and all work of such kind shall be 

done so as to meet the approval of the Utilities Director. 

(b)  The Grantee’s transmission and distribution system poles, wires and appurtenances 

shall be located, erected and maintained so as not to interfere with the lives or safety of 

persons, or to interfere with improvements the City may deem proper to make, or to 

unnecessarily hinder or obstruct the free use of the streets, alleys, bridges or other public 

property. 

(c) Grantee shall restore all areas of construction and/or excavation to the condition 

existing prior to the beginning of construction and/or excavation. 

 

 

 

 

SECTION 26-38 Authority to Trim Trees. 
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The Grantee shall have the authority to trim trees overhanging any streets, alleys, sidewalks 

and other public places of the City so as to prevent the branches of such trees from coming in 

contact with the wires and cables of the Grantee.  

 

SECTION 26-39 Indemnity. 

 

(a) The Grantee shall indemnify, defend and save the City and its agents and employees 

harmless from all claims, damages, losses and expenses, including attorney’s fees, 

sustained by the City on account of any suit, judgment, execution, claim or demand 

whatsoever arising out of the installation, operation, maintenance, repair, use or 

removal of the cable system, except for such claims, damages, losses and expenses, 

including attorney’s fees, which are attributable, in part or in whole, to acts of the City 

or its agents.  

(b) The Grantee shall maintain, throughout the term of the franchise, a general 

comprehensive liability insurance policy naming, as an additional insured, the City of 

Columbus, its officers, council, commissions, agents and employees, in a company 

approved by the City, which policy shall protect the City and its agencies and 

employees against liability for loss or damage for personal injury, death or property 

damage, occasioned by the operations of Grantee under the franchise granted 

hereunder, in not less than the following amounts:  

(1) One million dollars for bodily injury or death to any one person within the limit. 

(2) One million dollars for bodily injury or death resulting from any one accident. 

(3) Five hundred thousand dollars for property damage resulting from any one 

accident. 

(c) The insurance policy shall contain an endorsement stating that the policy is extended 

to cover the liability assumed by the Grantee under the terms of this Chapter and shall 

further contain the following endorsement. 

(d) It is hereby understood and agreed that this policy may not be cancelled nor the amount 

of coverage thereof reduced until 30 days after receipt by the City Clerk by registered 

mail of a written notice of such intent to cancel or reduce the coverage. 

  

SECTION 26-40 Complaint and Repair Procedures. 

 

(a) The Grantee shall maintain an office which shall be open during all usual business 

hours, having a publicly listed telephone, and be so operated that complaints or requests 

for repairs or adjustments may be received toll-free on a 24-hour basis.  

(b) The Grantee shall maintain a repair and maintenance crew that shall respond to 

subscriber complaints or requests for service within 24 hours after receipt of the 

complaint or request. No charge shall be made to the subscriber for this service. 

(c) Upon failing to correct a service deficiency within 48 hours, the Grantee shall rebate 

one-thirtieth (1/30) of the monthly charge for basic service and additional service to 

each subscriber for each 24 hours or fraction thereof after the first 48 hours following 

report of loss of service to the Grantee, except to the extent that restoration of service 

is prevented by strike, injunction or other cause beyond the control of the Grantee. 
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(d) The Grantee shall establish procedures for receiving, acting upon and resolving 

subscriber complaints to the satisfaction of the City Council. The Grantee shall furnish 

a notice of such procedures to each subscriber at the time of initial subscription to the 

system.  

 

SECTION 26-41 Preferential or Discriminatory Practices Prohibited. 

 
Grantee shall not, as to rates, charges, service, services facilities, rules, regulations, 

employment or in any other respect make or grant any undue preference or advantage to any 

party, nor subject any party to any prejudice or disadvantage.  

 

SECTION 26-42 Unauthorized Connections or Modifications. 

 

(a) Unauthorized Connections Prohibited.  It shall be unlawful for any firm, person, 

group, company, corporation or governmental body or agency, without the expressed 

consent of the Grantee, to make or possess any connection, extension or division, 

whether physically, acoustically, inductively, electronically or otherwise, with or to any 

segment of the cable television system for any purpose whatever. 

(b)  Removal or Destruction Prohibited.  It shall be unlawful for any firm, person, group, 

company, corporation or governmental body or agency to willfully interfere, tamper, 

remove, obstruct or damage any part, segment or content of the cable television system 

for any purpose whatsoever. 

(c) Penalties.  Any firm, person, group, company, corporation or governmental body or 

agency convicted of a violation of this Section shall, for each offense, forfeit a sum of 

not less than $100.00 nor more than $500.00, together with costs of such prosecution. 

 

SECTION 26-43 Additional Hookups. 

 

The Grantee shall require that only Grantee’s employees or subcontractors perform hookups 

to additional television sets and other equipment within an individual housing unit receiving 

the signal from the Grantee’s main distribution system.  

 

SECTION 26-44 Channel Allocation. 

 

Except as provided for by federal and state law, specifically the Cable Communications Policy 

Act of 1984 and the Rules and Regulations of the Federal Communications Commission, the 

Grantee shall have the exclusive right to determine the programming to be carried on the cable 

television system and the channel assignments on which the programming is carried. 

 
 

 

 
\\msnfs2\share\docs\wd\53481\6\a5285146.docx 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Committee of the Whole 

Meeting Date: September 3, 2024 

 

Item Title: Purchase of Felling tilt deck trailer 

Submitted By: Troy Kehoe, Superintendent of Public Works 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: The 2024 approved City budget has $20,000 in the 
equipment replacement line. The Public Works Department would like to purchase a Felling tilt 
deck trailer. This trailer would haul our skid steer, tool cat, roller and future mini excavator. This 
trailer would replace an old/undersized trailer. Quotes were received from 3 dealers and are as 
follows. 

 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: Mid-State Equipment......$15,445.00, Miller-Bradford 
& Risberg, Inc……$16,962.00, Brooks Tractor Inc……$24,450.00 

 

 

Action Requested of Council: Approve the purchase of the Felling tilt deck trailer from Mid-State 
Equipment for the purchase price of $15,445.00 
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W1115 Bristol Rd. 4323 E US Hwy 14

Columbus, WI 53925 Janesville, WI 53546

920-623-4020 608-754-8450

8841Antioch Rd

3660 Scenic Dr. N8690 Highland Rd. PO Box 10 S9711 Hwy 12 355 Transit Dr. RENTALS
Jackson, WI 53037 Watertown, WI 53094 Salem, WI  53168 Prairie Du Sac, WI 53578 Columbus, WI 53925

262-677-8400 920-261-8118 262-843-2326 608-643-3307 920-623-4300

Customer Name  

Address  

City  

State  Zip Zip

County  

Customer PO#  Email

New Usd

EQUIPMENT DESCRIPTION / NOTES Freight and Delivery

Subtotal

Less Trade

Convenience Fee

Subtotal

Sales Tax %

Payoff Amount

<Down Payment>

Year Mke Model Description Hrs Tag# Serial# Trade Value Total Cash price

Select Select from Drop Down

Select Select from Drop Down

Select Select from Drop Down

Select Select from Drop Down

Select Select from Drop Down Term Hours

Select Select from Drop Down

Select Select from Drop Down Term Hours

CUSTOMER SIGNATURE MID-STATE SALES REPRESENTATIVE DATE Auth. Dealer Signature

Thank you for your business!                                                  Rev. 01/21/2016

All known defects of trades have been disclosed to Mid-State 

Representative prior to agreement.                             (Customer Initials) 

Chris Niebauer

Warranty doesn't cover delivery fee/service calls

$15,445.00

 WARRANTY INFORMATION

                           Thank you for your business ::  Chris Niebauer  ::  608-370-3350

10% Non-Refundable down payment required prior to ordering of Special ordered and NonStocked items. 

TRADE INFORMATION: ALLOWANCE ON TRADE IN OF THE FOLLOWING WHICH I CERTIFY FREE FROM ALL EMCUMBRANCES

*** Warranty does not include trucking $15,445.00

Pricing Subject to change at time of invoice based on price changes from the manufacture $15,445.00

per Attached Spec sheet

18,400 GVWR

Amount GVW (lbs.)

FE FT-16-IT-I Felling Tilt Deck Trailer $15,445.00

Make Model Description Hrs Tag# Serial#

EQUIPMENT INFORMATION

Quote Expiration Date: 8/29/2024

Phone#

Cell#

Fax#

Columbus

53925

www.midstateequipment.com

CUSTOMER QUOTE

7/22/2024Date

Customer Acct#

COLUMBUS PUBLIC WORKS

229 E SCHOOL ST

WI

Ship To Address

ALL WARRANTIES, IF ANY, MADE WITH RESPECT TO THIS EQUIPMENT ARE THOSE WARRANTIES MADE BY THE MANUFACTURE.  DEALER MAKES NO WARRANTIES 

EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTILIBITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.     

ALL INVOICES DUE UPON RECEIPT.  A FINANCE CHARGE computed by the 
periodic rate of 1.5% per month which is an ANNUAL RATE of 18% will be 
applied to the adjusted balance that has become more than 30 days past due as 
of the billing date shown on the statement.

I CERTIFY THAT THE PROPERTY ABOVE IS     , IS NOT     , EXEMPT 
FROM WISCONSIN SALES TAX BECAUSE IT WILL BE USED OR 
LEASED IN PRODUCTION OF AGRICULTURE.

New

Used Other/See below

ManufactureExtended

No Warranty
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RESOLUTION NO. 4-24 

RESOLUTION APPROVING TAX INCREMENTAL DISTRICT NO. 7 

COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS, WISCONSIN 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Wis. Stats. Section 66.1105, the City of Columbus Plan 

Commission has prepared the Project Plan of Tax Incremental District No. 7 (TID #7) including: 

19 parcels; costs for capital, infrastructure and land acquisition projects and related expenditures 

within the TID #7 Boundary and within one-half mile of the district boundary; costs for 

promotion, development and administrative programs; donations to TID #6; and providing 

assistance to owners, lessees, and developers of land within the district boundary; and 

WHEREAS, on August 8, 2024, the City of Columbus Plan Commission met and held a 

public hearing for the proposed Tax Increment District No. 7 Project Plan; and  

 WHEREAS, such public hearing was properly noticed in the City’s official newspaper, 

and a copy of such notification was duly transmitted to all local governmental entities having the 

power to levy taxes on property within the district, including Columbia County, Madison 

Technical College, and the Columbus School District pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 66.1205(4)(a); 

and 

WHERAS, such public hearing afforded interested parties an opportunity to express their 

views on the proposed Tax Increment District No. 7 Project Plan; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to such procedure and after due reflection and consideration, the 

Plan Commission adopted the TID #7 Project Plan by resolution and favorably recommended to 

the Common Council of the City of Columbus the TID #7 Project Plan and Boundary in the 

forms attached hereto as Exhibit “A”.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with Wis. Stat. 

§66.1205(4)(gm):  

1. The Common Council of the City of Columbus hereby creates a tax incremental 

district which:  

a. Shall be named Tax Incremental District No. 7, City of Columbus (“TID #7”) in 

Columbia County; 

b. Is a mixed-use district; and 

c. Shall be created effective on the date of adoption of this resolution with a 

creation year of January 1, 2024. 
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2. The Common Council hereby finds and determines that only whole parcels are 

included within TID #7 and that all parcels are contiguous and not connected only by 

railroad rights-of-way, rivers or highways. 

3. The Common Council hereby finds and determines that not less than 50%, by area, of 

the real property within the TID #7 Boundary is suitable for mixed-use development 

as defined in Wis. Stat. § 66.1105(2)(cm). 

4. The Common Council hereby finds and determines that all project costs within the 

TID #7 Project Plan relate directly to promoting mixed-use development in the 

District. 

5. The Common Council hereby finds and determines that the equalized value of TID #7 

plus the value increment of all existing districts in the City of Columbus does not 

exceed 12 percent of the municipality's total equalized value. 

6. The Common Council hereby finds and determines that the improvement of TID #7 is 

likely to enhance significantly the value of substantially all other real property in the 

district and that the project costs are consistent with the purpose for which the district 

is created. 

7. The Common Council hereby finds and determines that the TID #7 Project Plan is 

feasible and in conformity with the master plan of the City of Columbus.  

8. The Common Council hereby finds and determines that the percentage of territory 

within TID #7 devoted to retail business at the end of the expenditure period is 

estimated to be less than 35%. 

9. The Common Council hereby finds and determines that less than 35% of the district 

is land proposed for newly platted residential development and that all residential 

development will have a density greater than three units per acre. 

10. The Common Council hereby finds and determines that should TID #7 have sufficient 

revenues to pay all current project costs, surpluses may be donated to City of 

Columbus TID #6 to pay eligible costs, which have the same overlying taxing 

jurisdictions. 

11. The Common Council hereby finds and determines that the development expected in 

TID #7 would not occur without the use of tax increment financing and improvement 

of the area is likely to significantly enhance the value of other real property in the 

City. 
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12. The Common Council hereby finds and determines that the benefits of the proposal 

outweigh the anticipated tax increments to be paid by the owners of property in the 

overlying taxing districts. 

13. The Common Council hereby approves, accepts, and adopts the TID #7 Project Plan 

and Boundary in the form attached hereto as Exhibit “A” in accordance with Wis. Stats. 

§ 66.1105(4)(h)1. 

14. The Common Council hereby finds and determines that all parcels within the TID #7 

boundary were annexed to the City more than three years prior to the creation of the 

District. 

 

This Resolution shall take effect upon approval by the Joint Review Board pursuant to 

Wis. Stat. § 66.1105(4m). 

This Resolution was adopted at a regular meeting of the Common Council of the City of 

Columbus on the 17th day of September 2024. 

        

CITY OF COLUMBUS   

  

        

 

By: 

_________________________________ 

Joe Hammer, Mayor 

ATTEST:  

 

________________________________ 

Susan L. Caine, City Clerk  
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CITY OF COLUMBUS 

TAX INCREMENT 

FINANCING 

DISTRICT #7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by: 

 

 

Plan Commission Hearing and Approval:      August 8, 2024 

City Council Action:             September 17, 2024 

Joint Review Board Approval:                                     October 1, 2024 
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SECTION I.  INTRODUCTION 

Project Background 

The City of Columbus proposes to create Tax Increment District #7 (TID #7) on the south side of 

the City as a “mixed-use” District. The proposed boundaries of TID #7 include parcels identified 

for redevelopment near Tower Drive and Park Avenue, existing residential parcels connecting 

these areas, the existing Columbus Country Club, the existing Kestrel Ridge residential 

development and existing Kestrel Ridge golf course development, along with vacant parcels for 

future phases of the Kestrel Ridge residential subdivision and a vacant parcel to the east, across 

Farnham Street.  

In the immediate future, the City anticipates new residential development near Tower Drive, at 

1400 Park Avenue, and for Phase III of the Kestrel Ridge subdivision. Some (but not all) of the 

new residential development is anticipated to be newly platted residential, including a portion of 

the development at 1400 Park Avenue and Phase III of the Kestrel Ridge Subdivision. In 

addition, the City sees future opportunities for the new residential development east of Farnham 

Street. The District is proposed as a “mixed use” TID, which may include a combination of 

industrial, commercial, and residential uses.  

This project plan for TID #7 has been prepared in compliance with Wis. Stat. §66.1105. The 

project plan establishes the need for the project, lists the public improvements within the District, 

and provides an estimated time schedule for completion of the projects and their estimated costs. 

This project plan is to be adopted by resolution by the City Council on recommendation of the 

City Plan Commission as the official plan and guide for public and private sector development 

within the boundaries of TID #7. 

Implementation of the project plan and construction of the public improvements listed will 

require case-by-case authorization by the City Council. Public expenditures for projects listed in 

the project plan should and will be based on market conditions and the status of development at 

the time a project is scheduled for construction. The City Council is not mandated to make the 

public expenditures described in this plan but is limited to the types of expenditures listed herein. 

Changes to the types of projects will require a formal amendment to the project plan with public 

review (including meetings with the Joint Review Board and Plan Commission public hearing) 

and City Council approval. Redistribution of project costs within the budget estimates will not 

require an amendment to the plan, provided that the projects meet the purpose and intent of the 

District. 

As required by Section 66.1105(4)(f), Wis. Stats., a copy of this project plan will be submitted to 

the Department of Revenue and used as the basis of their certification of Tax Increment District 

#7 in the City of Columbus. 

Type of District, Size and Location 

TID #7 is proposed to be a mixed-use district suitable for industrial, commercial/mixed use, and 

residential development. It is comprised of nineteen parcels totaling approximately 171.8 acres 

(including right-of-way). Wetland acreage in the district totals 1.1 acres, leaving 170.7 net 

developable acres. As of January 1, 2023, the estimated base value of the land, improvements 

and personal property located within the District is $3,597,300. A map of the proposed 

boundaries is located in Section III of this plan. Per Wis. Stat. 66.1105.2(cm), newly platted 

residential uses in the District will comprise less than 35% of the total area. 

38

Item #6.



City of Columbus  TID #7 Project Plan 

Draft  Page 2 

Estimated Total Project Expenditures 

The purpose of TID #7 is to provide the necessary improvements in public infrastructure to 

encourage economic development and increase property values. During the 15-year expenditure 

period permitted under the Tax Increment Law, a total of $15,745,254 in priority project costs 

are proposed.  

The City expects to evaluate and use several alternative financing methods for the projects in 

order to provide overall lower costs of financing, preserve debt capacity, mitigate risk to the 

City, and provide other advantages as determined by the City Council. The City Council is not 

mandated to make the public expenditures in this plan. The public expenditures are an 

itemization of TIF-eligible project costs that the City may undertake as well as a guide for the 

Plan Commission and City Council to assist them in the decision-making process for public 

expenditures. Redistribution of project costs within the total budget estimate will not require 

amendments to the plan, provided that the project meets the purpose and intent of TID #7. 

Economic Development 

As a result of the creation of this District, the City projects that additional land and 

improvements value of approximately $68,284,800 will be created as a result of development 

and appreciation in the value of the existing properties. Section VII of this Plan provides detailed 

assumptions as to the timing of new development and associated values. In addition, creation of 

the District is expected to result in other economic benefits as detailed in the Summary of 

Findings hereafter. 

Expected Termination of District 

Based on the Economic Feasibility Study located in Section VII of this plan, this District is 

expected to generate sufficient tax increments to recover all project costs by the year 2044, 

within the 20-year maximum life of this District. 

Summary of Findings 

As required by Wis. Stat. §66.1105, and as documented in this Project Plan and the exhibits 

contained and referenced herein, the following findings are made: 

1. That “but for” the creation of this District, the development projected to occur as detailed in 

this Project Plan: 1) would not occur; or 2) would not occur in the manner, at the values, or 

within the timeframe desired by the City.  

 To support development within the District, the City will need to make a substantial 

investment to pay for the costs of necessary public infrastructure. Due to the 

extensive investment required, the City has determined that development of the area 

will not occur solely as a result of private investment. Accordingly, the City finds that 

absent the use of TIF, development of the area is unlikely to occur. 

2. The economic benefits of the Tax Incremental District, as measured by increased 

employment, business and personal income, and property value, are sufficient to 

compensate for the cost of the improvements. In making this determination, the City has 

considered the following information: 
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 As demonstrated in the Economic Feasibility Section of this Project Plan, the tax 

increments projected to be collected are expected to be sufficient to pay for the 

proposed project costs. 

 Residential development on Parcels #1-3, 10-11, and 17-19 (see Map 1a) could add 

an additional $68,284,800 to the tax rolls. 

3. The benefits of the proposal outweigh the anticipated tax increments to be paid by the 

owners of property in the overlying taxing jurisdictions. 

 If approved, the District’s creation would become effective for valuation purposes as 

of January 1, 2024. As of this date, the values of all existing development would be 

frozen, and the property taxes collected on this base value would continue to be 

distributed amongst the various taxing entities as they currently are now. Taxes levied 

on any additional value established within the District due to new construction, 

renovation or appreciation of property values occurring after January 1, 2024, would 

be collected by the TID and used to repay the costs of TIF-eligible projects 

undertaken within the District. 

 Since the development expected to occur is subject to extraordinary costs (site 

preparation costs, construction costs, infrastructure requirements), it is unlikely to 

take place or in the same manner or timeframe without the use of TIF. Since the 

District will generate economic benefits that are more than sufficient to compensate 

for the cost of the improvements, the City reasonably concludes that the overall 

benefits of the District outweigh the anticipated tax increments to be paid by the 

owners of property in the overlying taxing jurisdictions. It is further concluded that 

since the “but for” test is satisfied, there would, in fact, be no foregone tax increments 

to be paid in the event the District is not created. As required by Wis. Stats. 

§66.1105(4)(i)4., a calculation of the share of projected tax increments estimated to 

be paid by the owners of property in the overlying taxing jurisdictions has been made 

and can be found in Appendix B of this plan. 

4. The improvement of such area is likely to enhance significantly the value of substantially 

all of the other real property in the District. 

5. The equalized value of taxable property of the District, plus the value increment of all other 

existing tax incremental Districts within the City, does not exceed 12% of the total 

equalized value of taxable property within the City. 

6. Lands in the District proposed for newly platted residential use comprise less than 35% of 

the total area of the District. 

7. The City estimates that 0% of the territory within the District may be suitable for retail 

business at the end of the District’s maximum expenditure period pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 

66.1105(5)(b) and 66.1105(6)(am)1. 

8. The Project Plan for the District in the City is economically feasible and is in conformity 

with the comprehensive plan of the City.  

9. Future residential development is planned at an average density of approximately 11 

dwelling units per acre in compliance with Wis. Stats. § 66.1105(2)(f)3 requirement for a 

minimum of 3 dwelling units per acre in newly platted development.  
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10. At least 50% of the parcels within TID #7 will be suitable for commercial or residential 

development in compliance with Wis. Stats. § 66.1105(4)(gm)(4)(a) requirement for at least 

50% of the area to be suitable for mixed-use development.   
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SECTION II.  DESCRIPTION OF HOW TAX INCREMENT DISTRICT #7 WILL 

PROMOTE THE ORDERLY DEVELOPMENT OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS 

Tax Increment Finance District #7 has been created for the purpose of promoting the orderly 

development of this area in the City of Columbus. The District will help to finance the 

infrastructure needed to accommodate residential development on Parcels #1-3, 10-11, and 17-19 

(see Map 1a). The development of these parcels and their inclusion in TID #7 is consistent with 

good planning practices, as it directs development to locations within the City limits that can be 

served by public utilities. The anticipated uses within TID #7 are consistent with the City of 

Columbus Comprehensive Plan. In regard to Parcel #19, the current Future Land Use designation 

is categorized as Rural Preservation, which is a holding category intended to be amended when a 

development project is proposed. An amendment of the Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use 

map is anticipated at that time. 

SECTION III.  TAX INCREMENT DISTRICT BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND 

EQUALIZED VALUES 

The boundaries of TID #7 are officially designated on Map 1a and include the parcels listed in 

Table 2 below (see Appendix A for a legal description). This boundary encompasses the Tower 

Drive and Park Avenue redevelopment sites, two golf courses, land for a future residential 

subdivision, a vacant parcel to the east of Farnham Street, and residential and institutional 

parcels distributed in between the other parcels.   

As of January 1, 2023 the real and personal property in Tax Increment District #7 had an 

assessed value of $3,597,300. The City’s total equalized value was $636,359,200. The base value 

of property in TID #7 plus $28,233,600 in value increment in the City’s three existing TIF 

districts equals $31,830,900, or 5.00% of the City’s total. This is less than the 12% maximum 

currently permitted under the Tax Increment Law, as demonstrated in Table 1.  

Table 1: Valuation Test Compliance 

 

 

42

Item #6.



City of Columbus  TID #7 Project Plan 

Draft  Page 6 

Table 2: Parcel List and Current Values    

Parcel ID 
Number 

Map 
ID Property Owner Address Acres1 

Wet-
lands2 

Net 
Devel-
opable 
Acres 

Land 
Value 
2023 

Improve-
ment 
Value 
2023 

Total 
Assessed  

Value 2023 

11211-
1114.1 1 City of Columbus  5.7  5.72 $0 $0 $0 

11211-
1114.4 2 City of Columbus  1.2 0.07 1.10 $0 $0 $0 

11211-
1518.OL1 3 City of Columbus  2.0 0.96 1.02 $0 $0 $0 

11211-
1188.06 4 Jjb Commercial Real Estate LLC  1.6  1.64 $800 $0 $800 

11211-
1188.003 5 

Matt and Carrie Hunt Revocable 
Living Trust Dated 12/2/2021 7 Woodridge Ln 0.3  0.27 $50,000 $241,000 $291,000 

11211-
1188.004 6 Myers, Cheryl; Myers, Daniel G 5 Woodridge Ln 0.4 0.03 0.34 $50,000 $217,000 $267,000 

11211-
1188.005 7 

Schweitzer, Darcia A; Schweitzer, 
Michael E 3 Woodridge Ln 0.2 0.02 0.21 $50,000 $232,400 $282,400 

11211-
1188.006 8 Curtin, Nicole; Speaks, Vincent 1 Woodridge Ln 0.3  0.28 $50,000 $258,800 $308,800 

11211-
1188.044 9 Hirsch, Jacob; Migdal, Hailie 350 Highview Ln 0.5  0.48 $50,000 $195,400 $245,400 

11211-
1188.046 10 City of Columbus 1400 Park Ave 6.5  6.46 $95,000 $194,000 $289,000 

11211-
1188.046 11 City of Columbus 1400 Park Ave 1.1  1.08 $95,000 $194,000 $289,000 

11211-
1122.02 12 The Oaks Apts LLC 1355 Park Ave 1.4  1.38 $115,500 $1,064,900 $1,180,400 

11211-814 13 City of Columbus 1049 Park Ave 89.7  89.74 $0 $0 $0 

11211-
1222.500 14 City of Columbus  1.8  1.80 $0 $0 $0 

11211-
1222.044 15 

Andler, Michelle A; Gerhardt, 
John R; Gerhardt, Molly M 700 Avalon Rd 0.3  0.29 $40,000 $286,700 $326,700 
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Parcel ID 
Number 

Map 
ID Property Owner Address Acres1 

Wet-
lands2 

Net 
Devel-
opable 
Acres 

Land 
Value 
2023 

Improve-
ment 
Value 
2023 

Total 
Assessed  

Value 2023 

11211-
1400.01 16 Kestrel Golf Properties LLC  26.9  26.85 $80,300 $29,900 $110,200 

11211-
1407.02 17 Olena Investments LLC  5.8  5.82 $1,600 $0 $1,600 

11211-
1407.01 18 Olena Investments LLC  10.6  10.60 $2,900 $0 $2,900 

11211-
1409.01 19 Olena Investments LLC 1911 Farnham St 7.7  7.68 $2,100 $0 $2,100 

Total -TID #7 Parcels 163.8 1.1 162.8 $ 683,200 $2,914,100 $3,597,300 

Total - Right of Way 7.9 - - - - - 

Total - TID #7 Parcels and Right of Way3 171.8 1.1 162.8 $ 683,200 $2,914,100 $3,597,300 

1. Acreages are those listed on the Columbia County land records database. 

2. Wetlands estimated from DNR shapefiles, as shown in Columbia County GIS Web Mapping Tool. 

3. Sum of acreage for parcels and right of way includes rounding. 
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Map 1a: Proposed Boundary 
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Map 1b: Half Mile Boundary 
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SECTION IV.  EXISTING USES AND CONDITIONS OF REAL PROPERTY 

Map 2 depicts existing land uses for the District. Parcels #1 and #2 are vacant lands. Parcels #3 

and #4 are vacant institutional lands. Parcels #5-9 are existing single family residential. Parcels 

#10-#11 are vacant lands. Parcel #12 is existing multi-family. Parcels #13, #14, and #16 are 

recreational lands developed as the Columbus Country Club and the Kestrel Ridge Golf Course. 

A small existing single-family parcel, parcel #15, connects the two golf course parcels. Parcels 

#17-#19 are vacant lands. There is a total of 1.1 wetland acres within the proposed TID #7 

boundary.  

Map 3 depicts future land use and compliance with the statutory limit of 35% of land designated 

for newly platted residential use. The Tax Increment Law includes a statutory limit of 35% of 

land designated for newly platted residential use within a mixed-use district. Parcels 17 and 18 

are proposed for a new residential subdivision with single family platted lots. As such, 

development on these parcels will be considered newly platted residential development. 

Additional acreage on a portion of Parcels 10 and 11 are proposed for a new residential 

subdivision with single family platted lots. If these four parcels are developed as described, the 

total represents 24 developed acres or 15% of the District’s area designated for newly platted 

residential. Other lands within the District are suitable for commercial development and thus 

meet the requirements of a mixed-use district of Wis. Stats. § 66.1105(4)(gm)(4)(a).  

Map 4 details the zoning districts within TID #7. Parcels #1-#3 are zoned R-4 (multi-family 

residential). Parcels #4, and #10-#11 are zoned RD (Rural Development). Parcels #12-#14 are a 

commercially operated golf course zoned P (Public, semipublic institutional and recreational 

district). Parcels #16-#19 are zoned RD (Rural Development) which is intended as a holding 

zone for future urban development. The remaining parcels are zoned R-2 (single family 

residential). 
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Map 2: Existing Land Use 
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Map 3: Future Land Use 
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Map 4: Zoning 
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SECTION V.  PROPOSED PUBLIC WORKS AND ESTIMATED COSTS  

Per the Joint Review Board’s approval of this TID #7 project plan, the total level of authorized 

spending on direct project costs for TID #7 will be $15,175,000, exclusive of interest and finance 

charges, to facilitate growth and development over the District’s 20-year life. As shown on Table 

6 in Section VII, the City anticipates additional interest and finance charges of $740,250, for 

total expenditures of $15,915,250.  

Below are descriptions of the major public improvement categories, which are necessary and 

standard improvements for promoting mixed-use redevelopment of the area. In addition to a 

general description, each category contains a list of the following types of proposed 

expenditures. These project expenditures are listed in Table 3, and their general locations shown 

on Map 5. 

Priority Expenditures are those that the City intends, but is not required, to undertake based 

on the projected tax increments to be received from the future redevelopment projects 

described in Section VII. 

Expenditures within a Half-mile are those priority projects, or portions thereof, that may 

occur within one-half mile of the District boundary per Wis. Stats. §66.1105(2)(f)1.n. and are 

shown in the descriptions below with an asterisk (*). In most cases, projects outside of the 

District boundary are incidental to or extensions of projects with the boundary that continue 

out of the District in order to be fully complete and of the greatest benefit to the District. All 

other expenditures within a half-mile not specifically identified herein will require an 

amendment to this project plan and approval of the Joint Review Board. 

Contingent Expenditures are those the City may undertake provided sufficient tax increments 

become available to pay for them. The tax increments projected to be received from the 

future redevelopment projects described in Section VII are not thought to be sufficient to 

cover the Contingent Expenditures and, therefore, these expenditures are not included in the 

financial feasibility analysis contained in Section VII. However, should additional tax 

increments be generated, then the City may use them to undertake these projects. 

Consistent with the goals and purposes of the District as articulated in this project plan, all 

project expenditures are intended to promote orderly development, stimulate commercial 

revitalization, create jobs, enhance the value of property, and broaden the property tax base of 

the City of Columbus and the overlying taxing jurisdictions. Below are descriptions of those 

projects that are considered necessary and standard costs for promoting redevelopment within the 

District. In addition to a general description of eligible costs, some project categories contain a 

list of priority projects the City intends - but is not required - to undertake based on the projected 

tax increments to be received from property in the District.  

Implementation and construction of the proposed projects identified herein will require case-by-

case authorization by the City Council. Public expenditures for projects listed in this project plan 

should and will be based on market conditions and the status of development at the time a project 

is scheduled for construction. The City Council is not mandated to make the public expenditures 

described in this plan. Redistribution of project costs within the total spending estimate will not 

require an amendment to the project plan provided that the expenditures meet the purpose and 

intent of the District as expressed in the plan. Scheduling of project activities will be monitored 
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to ensure that the projected economic stimulation is occurring prior to proceeding with other 

project activities. This monitoring will occur on an annual basis. If economic conditions are not 

altered by the proposed project activity, other project activities may be delayed and/or removed 

from the project schedule. The goal of the proposed projects is to provide the public 

improvements and inducements necessary to attract and stimulate private reinvestment and 

redevelopment. 

The infrastructure project costs shown on Table 3 are preliminary estimates provided by the 

City’s engineering consultant that may be adjusted and refined. The adjustments and refinements 

may include changing the year in which a project activity is undertaken and reallocating the cost 

of specific projects within the limitation of the total estimated project costs. The City reserves the 

right to increase these costs to reflect inflationary increases and other uncontrollable 

circumstances between 2024 and the time of construction. The City also reserves the right to 

increase certain project costs to the extent others are reduced or not implemented without 

amending the project plan. The tax increment allocation is preliminary and is subject to 

adjustment based upon the implementation of this project plan. Other adjustments to this project 

plan will be made on the recommendation of the Plan Commission to be reviewed and acted 

upon by the City Council.  

1. Capital Costs 

These costs may include, but are not limited to: the actual costs of the construction of public 

works or improvements; new buildings, structures, and fixtures; the demolition, alteration, 

remodeling, repair or reconstruction of existing buildings, structures and fixtures other than the 

demolition of listed historic properties; the use of sustainable (“green”) building features and 

renewable and on-site energy systems; the acquisition of equipment to service the District; the 

removal or containment of, and the restoration of, soil or groundwater affected by environmental 

pollution; the clearing and grading of land, and waterway improvements to improve navigation, 

recreation and water quality. Also included are on-street and off-street parking facility 

improvements including: repair, expansion, reconfiguration and construction of existing and new 

parking facilities; developer assistance with parking; directional and regulatory signage; 

landscaping, screening and beautification of parking facilities; and similar improvements 

necessary to serve the parking needs of the District. Such projects may occur within the District 

or within a half-mile of the District as necessary to further District goals. The cost of land 

acquisition, design, construction management, and other soft costs related to any of the above 

also may be included.  

Priority Projects 

Although the City is not intending to undertake Capital Costs on its own, such projects 

undertaken by private entities within the District are eligible for funding as part of any 

Economic Development Incentives that may be offered as part of a development agreement. 

2. Infrastructure 

These costs include, but are not limited to, that portion of costs related to the construction or 

alteration of: sewerage treatment plants, water treatment plants, storm water detention/retention 

and treatment facilities, and other environmental protection devices including sustainable 

features for any of the foregoing as well as renewable and on-site energy systems related thereto; 

storm and sanitary sewer lines; water lines; amenities on streets; bike paths, trails and related 
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facilities; and the rebuilding and expansion of streets, the construction, alteration, rebuilding or 

expansion of which are necessitated to carry out the goals of this project plan within the District 

and within a half-mile of the District. Infrastructure also can be installed further outside of the 

District if required to carry out the project plan, but only the portion which directly benefits the 

District is an eligible cost. The cost of land acquisition, design, construction management, and 

other soft costs related to any of the above also may be included. Expenditures marked with an 

asterisk (*) may take place within one half mile of the district. 

Priority Projects 

A. Stormwater - Remove Culvert (Fireman’s Park)* 

B. Primary electric overhead burial* 

Contingent Projects 

C. Stormwater - Remove sediment and widen ditch (Columbus Country Club) 

D. Street and utility extension (Heritage Way)* 

E. Watermain Loop* 

F. Street and utility construction (Brookside - Avalon Road)* 

3. Real Estate Acquisition and Relocation 

These costs include, but are not limited to, any deficit incurred resulting from the purchase of 

property for public use or the resale or lease as lessor by the City of real or personal property for 

consideration that is less than its cost to the City. Also included are relocation payments made in 

certain circumstances as the result of the City acquiring property within the District. 

Priority Projects 

The City may deem it necessary to acquire property in this area to further the development 

initiatives outlined in this Project Plan. The City has not earmarked specific properties for 

acquisition but intends to be prepared in the event acquisition is necessary to achieve 

development objectives. 

4. Economic Development Incentives 

These costs include, but are not limited to, cash grants, loans, incentives, and any expenditures of 

the type described in any of the other categories listed in this section by or on behalf of a 

developer in order to induce development and ensure project feasibility. All development 

projects that receive some form of direct or indirect TIF participation will first enter into a 

development agreement approved by the City Council that specifies the terms of the TIF 

contributions and the obligations of the receiving property or business owner. Such contributions 

may be in the form of direct cash grants or in “pay-as-you-go” payments over time.  

Priority Projects 

Economic Development Incentive payments may be provided to landowners, businesses, or 

leasees anywhere within the District. The amount and form of TIF participation for a 

particular project, if any, will be determined on a project-by-project basis as described in a 

project development agreement depending upon a project’s specific needs, funding 

availability, and the project’s consistency with the goals and objectives stated in this plan and 

other City plans and policies. For the purposes of Table 3, all such incentives are assumed to 
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be provided as pay-as-you-go payments to developers over the remaining life of the district. 

There are a few larger vacant parcels within the district that likely will include a need for 

public infrastructure such as roads, water, and sewer infrastructure. It is the City’s preference 

that the developer be responsible for those costs and any City assistance would be provided 

through a pay-as-you-go arrangement. There may be instances where the City would be 

responsible for such improvements. In these cases, the costs may be categorized as 

infrastructure project costs.  

5. Administrative and Professional Services 

These costs include, but are not limited to, those costs incurred for architectural, planning, 

engineering, financial, marketing and market analysis, legal advice, and other services necessary 

to implement this Plan. Among other services, these may include developer recruitment and 

negotiations, capital improvement and infrastructure design, site design, public space design, and 

similar services whether conducted by City staff, contractors, or one or more of the City’s 

partner agencies. In addition, these costs include ongoing administration of the District, 

including cost recovery for service demands necessitated by and specific to the District’s 

development as well as the completion of required annual reports, forms and audits, and similar 

efforts.  

Priority Projects 

Active project management will be a key activity and expenditure for successful 

implementation of the TID #7 project plan. It is the intent of the Columbus City Council to 

offer a wide range of services which may include, but are not limited to: recruitment of 

appropriately-qualified developers for each potential redevelopment site; marketing the 

District for potential businesses; providing low-interest loans and/or interest write-downs for 

property rehabilitation and redevelopment; site acquisition and preparation; and cost recovery 

for service demands necessitated by and specific to the District’s development. In addition, 

implementation of this Plan may include the following general tasks, which City staff, 

contractors or partner organizations may reasonably undertake at the City’s discretion: 

 Conducting more detailed planning and engineering studies; 

 Developing more refined land use and redevelopment plans for implementation; 

 Developing standards for which development within the District will need to conform;  

 General guidance and referral of actions to City committees and the City Council;  

 Establishing and managing an economic development master fund;  

 Identifying and applying for additional non-TIF revenue sources such as grants;  

 Public infrastructure construction oversight; 

 Developer recruitment and negotiations; 

 Preparation of annual reports and submittal of required forms and fees to the state 

Department of Revenue; and 

 Conducting audits. 

6. Finance Charges and Interest 

Finance charges and interest include, but are not limited to, interest paid on debt obligations 

incurred to pay for project costs, debt issuance costs, capitalized interest, coverage and reserve 
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funds, and costs of redemption prior to maturity. This also may include interest paid to 

developers under pay-as-you-go provisions included in an approved development agreement. 

Priority Projects 

As described in Section VII, one borrowing is planned in order to fund the Priority 

Infrastructure Projects listed in this Section. The level of borrowing, timing, interest rates, 

and finance charges are estimates and will likely vary based on economic conditions and 

projected District cash flows at the time the obligations are incurred. Therefore, the costs 

shown in Section VII are subject to change without having to amend this Plan. 

7. Donations to Other Districts 

Allocations of surplus increment to other qualifying tax increment districts within the City are 

authorized in accordance with Wis. Stat. §66.1105(6)(f). Once all other obligations of the 

District have been met on an annual basis, and subject to available increment, the City may elect 

to allocate increment from TID #7 to other qualifying districts by amending the list of eligible 

project costs in this Plan pursuant to Wis. Stat §66.1105(4)(h).  

Priority Donations to Other Districts 

a. Donations to TID #6. The City of Columbus has an adopted Rehabilitation / 

Conservation TID (TID #6) which is eligible to receive donations from another TID. 

To protect against uneven development between the TIDs, this project plan allocates 

$35,000 as a donation to TID #6 in the final year of the project plan. This expenditure 

is not required but could be considered by the City Council due to its inclusion in the 

project plan.  
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Table 3: Priority Projects and Estimated Costs 

# Project Category/Description 

Cost 
Estimate 

Contingent 
Expenses 

Capital Costs   

  [none]  $               -     $               -    

Infrastructure     

A Stormwater - Remove Culvert (Fireman's Park) *  $     750,000    

B Bury primary electric overhead*  $     380,000    

C 

Stormwater - Remove sediment and widen ditch 
(Columbus Country Club)   $    1,550,000  

D Street and utility extension (Heritage Way) *   $    1,100,000  

E Watermain Loop*   $       300,000  

F 
Street and utility construction (Brookside - Avalon 
Road) *   $       800,000  

 Real Estate Acquisition and Relocation     

  Real Estate Acquisition*  $               -      

Economic Development Incentives     

  
Development Incentives  
(subject to development agreement)   $13,355,000   

Administrative and Professional Services     

  Administrative Projects 
 $     485,000  

 $                     
-    

Finance Charges and Interest     

  Finance Charges and Interest 
 $     740,254  

 $                     
-    

Donations to other TIF Districts     

  TID #6  $       35,000    

Total Priority Project Expenditures  $15,745,254    

Total Contingent Project Expenditures    $    3,750,000  

1. See Map 5 for project locations 
2.  All preliminary cost estimates are shown in 2024 dollars and subject to inflation and refinement as more information becomes 
available. The City reserves the right to increase these costs to reflect inflationary increases and other uncontrollable circumstances 
between 2024 and the time of construction. The City also reserves the right to increase certain project costs to the extent others are 
reduced or not implemented, without amending the project plan.   
3. Expenditures marked with an asterisk (*) may take place within one half mile of the District’s boundary.  
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Map 5: Proposed Public Improvements 
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SECTION VI.  NON-TAX REVENUES AND NON-PROJECT COSTS 

Although the City may pursue grants and other funding sources to help pay for some of the 

project costs identified herein, the success of such efforts is hard to predict. Accordingly, the full 

costs attributable to TID #7 have been shown.  

For projects where the District would pay only a prorated share of the total cost, only the 

District’s share has been included. Accordingly, there are no non-project costs included in this 

Plan. 

SECTION VII.  ECONOMIC FEASIBILITY ANALYSIS 

The information and exhibits contained within this Section demonstrate that the proposed District 

is economically feasible insofar as: 

 The City has available to it the means to secure the necessary financing required to 

accomplish the projects contained within this Plan. A listing of “Available Financing 

Methods” is included in Section VIII. 

 The City expects to complete the projects in one or multiple phases and can adjust the 

timing of implementation as needed to coincide with the pace of private development. A 

discussion of the phasing and projected timeline for project completion is discussed under 

“Plan Implementation” within this Section.  

 The development anticipated to occur as a result of the implementation of this Plan will 

generate sufficient tax increments to pay for the cost of the projects. Within this Section 

are tables identifying: 1) the development expected to occur, 2) a projection of tax 

increments to be collected resulting from that development and other economic growth 

within the District, and 3) a cash flow model demonstrating that the projected tax increment 

collections and all other revenues available to the District will be sufficient to pay all 

Project Costs. 

Table 3: Priority Projects and Estimated Costs (Section V), lists the priority projects and 

provides an estimated total cost for each category and/or project throughout the District’s life. 

Hard costs are expected to be financed and built within 1-to-2-year time frames, while soft costs 

for discretionary payments, administration and professional services, and finance charges/interest 

represent ongoing expenses. All costs are shown in 2024 dollars. 

Within this section are several additional tables that, together, provide a cash flow model 

demonstrating that the projected tax increment collections and all other revenues available to the 

District will be sufficient to pay all project costs.  

Each project will need to be addressed on an individual basis through negotiations and a review 

of project finances ultimately resulting in a development agreement. Each project also will be 

reviewed in a manner addressing the criteria of job creation, tax increment creation, and similar 

development criteria. One development project may address certain criteria while another may 

address different criteria. Consequently, the City Council will review each project individually 

and make its determinations based on the project’s implementation goals. The City reserves the 

right to implement only those projects that remain viable as the Plan period proceeds. 

Table 4: Development Assumptions by Year, provides a more detailed schedule of expected 

development in TID #7 based on the potential for expansion or redevelopment of selected parcels 
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over the life of the District. The actual pace of development is difficult to predict, but it is the 

City’s goal to capture increment value from new construction projects to spur additional growth 

within the District over the next 20 years. A reasonable estimate places the value increment from 

new construction within the District at approximately $68,284,800 with most of the projected 

new value anticipated within the first 10 years of the TID in the form of new development 

activity.  

Table 5: Projected Tax Increment Revenues by Year, estimates the tax increment to be generated 

from new construction in the District. Note that there is a one-year lag until the value of new 

construction is added to the tax roll and a two-year lag until the project generates tax increment. 

Based on the type and intensity of development calculated in Table 4, new construction in the 

District is projected to yield a value increment of $68,284,800. Increment estimates are based on 

assessment data for comparable properties currently paying taxes in the City of Columbus. 

Financing for certain priority projects listed in Table 3 will be made on a case-by-case basis. The 

borrowing could be a mix of taxable and tax-exempt General Obligation (G.O.), Revenue Bonds, 

and Special Assessment B Bonds in order to maintain borrowing flexibility on future City 

projects. (See Section VIII for detailed descriptions of these and other financing methods 

available to the City.)  

Table 6: Projected Tax Increment District Expenses by Year estimates the expenses within the 

District. Based on the projects predicted to occur, the District is expected to incur approximately 

$15,915,250 throughout the life of the district. Note that a large portion of these expenses are 

projected as potential development incentives for future development on parcels 1-3, 10-11, and 

17-19. Should that development not occur, or should the development occur without the need for 

development incentives, the costs of the District would be significantly reduced.  

As shown on Table 7: Summary of Sources and Uses (Cash Flow), an amount of $1,300,000 as a 

G.O. Promissory Note could be borrowed to cover priority infrastructure and administrative 

costs. This would occur in 2025 at a 4.5% annual interest rate to be paid back in 20 years.  

The District is expected to close on time in 2044, if not earlier, with a projected positive cash 

balance of $18,377, demonstrating its economic feasibility. The $2,040,250 debt service cost 

estimate calculated in Table 7 is intended to be reflective of repaying the principal and interest 

for project related borrowing at 4.5% annual interest over 20 years; however, this amount is 

subject to change without having to amend this Project Plan and will vary depending upon the 

types of financing selected and the associated costs involved.  
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Table 4: Development Assumptions 

Construction 
Year Residential 

Total 
Development 
Increment by 

Year 
Cumulative Value 

Increment 

1 2024  $                -    $0 $0 

2 2025  $                -    $0 $0 

3 2026 $13,584,600 $13,584,600 $13,584,600 

4 2027 $7,704,600 $7,704,600 $21,289,200 

5 2028 $4,704,600 $4,704,600 $25,993,800 

6 2029 $13,649,400 $13,649,400 $39,643,200 

7 2030 $8,944,800 $8,944,800 $48,588,000 

8 2031 $8,944,800 $8,944,800 $57,532,800 

9 2032 $2,688,000 $2,688,000 $60,220,800 

10 2033 $2,688,000 $2,688,000 $62,908,800 

11 2034 $2,688,000 $2,688,000 $65,596,800 

12 2035 $2,688,000 $2,688,000 $68,284,800 

13 2036 $0 $0 $68,284,800 

14 2037 $0 $0 $68,284,800 

15 2038 $0 $0 $68,284,800 

16 2039 $0 $0 $68,284,800 

17 2040 $0 $0 $68,284,800 

18 2041 $0 $0 $68,284,800 

19 2042 $0 $0 $68,284,800 

20 2043 $0 $0 $68,284,800 

 Totals    $ 68,284,800   $ 68,284,800   $    68,284,800  
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Table 5: Projected Tax Increment Revenues by Year 

TIF Year 
Const. 
Year 

Collection 
Year 

 Value Increment 
Added  

Cumulative Value 
Increment  Tax Rate 

Annual Tax 
Increment 

Cumulative 
Tax 

Increment 

1 2024 2026 $0 $0 0.01741 $0   

2 2025 2027 $13,584,600 $13,584,600 0.01715 $233,014 $233,014 

3 2026 2028 $7,704,600 $21,289,200 0.01690 $359,692 $592,707 

4 2027 2029 $4,704,600 $25,993,800 0.01664 $432,591 $1,025,298 

5 2028 2030 $13,649,400 $39,643,200 0.01639 $649,850 $1,675,148 

6 2029 2031 $8,944,800 $48,588,000 0.01615 $784,530 $2,459,678 

7 2030 2032 $8,944,800 $57,532,800 0.01590 $915,024 $3,374,702 

8 2031 2033 $2,688,000 $60,220,800 0.01567 $943,408 $4,318,110 

9 2032 2034 $2,688,000 $62,908,800 0.01543 $970,735 $5,288,845 

10 2033 2035 $2,688,000 $65,596,800 0.01520 $997,030 $6,285,875 

11 2034 2036 $2,688,000 $68,284,800 0.01497 $1,022,318 $7,308,193 

12 2035 2037 $0 $68,284,800 0.01475 $1,006,983 $8,315,175 

13 2036 2038 $0 $68,284,800 0.01453 $991,878 $9,307,053 

14 2037 2039 $0 $68,284,800 0.01431 $977,000 $10,284,053 

15 2038 2040 $0 $68,284,800 0.01409 $962,345 $11,246,398 

16 2039 2041 $0 $68,284,800 0.01388 $947,910 $12,194,308 

17 2040 2042 $0 $68,284,800 0.01367 $933,691 $13,127,999 

18 2041 2043 $0 $68,284,800 0.01347 $919,686 $14,047,684 

19 2042 2044 $0 $68,284,800 0.01327 $905,890 $14,953,575 

20 2043 2045 $0 $68,284,800 0.01307 $892,302 $15,845,877 

TOTAL     $68,284,800     $15,845,877   
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Table 6: Projected Tax Increment District Expenses by Year 

Year 

Capital 

Improvements  Infrastructure 

Real Estate 

Acquisition 

and 

Relocation  

Economic 

Development 

Assistance 

Administrative 

and 

Professional 

Services 

Finance Charges 

and Interest 

Donations 

to Other 

Districts Total 

2024  $                  -     $                      -     $             -     $                      -     $                     -     $                     -     $            -     $                     -    

2025  $                  -     $            1,130,000  $             -     $                      -     $            50,000   $                     -     $             -     $       1,180,000  

2026  $                  -     $                      -     $             -     $                      -     $            50,000   $             87,750   $             -     $          137,750  

2027  $                  -     $                      -     $             -     $                      -     $            50,000   $             58,500   $             -     $          108,500  

2028  $                  -     $                       -  $             -     $           200,000   $            50,000   $             57,375   $             -     $          307,375  

2029  $                  -     $                       -  $             -     $           275,000   $            50,000   $             55,125   $             -     $          380,125  

2030  $                  -     $                       -  $             -     $           515,000   $            25,000   $             52,763   $             -     $          592,763  

2031  $                  -     $                       -  $             -     $           655,000   $            25,000   $             50,288   $             -     $          730,288  

2032  $                  -     $                       -  $             -     $           780,000   $            25,000   $             47,700   $             -     $          852,700  

2033  $                  -     $                       -  $             -     $           815,000   $            25,000   $             45,000   $             -     $          885,000  

2034  $                  -     $                       -  $             -     $           845,000   $            25,000   $             42,300   $             -     $          912,300  

2035  $                  -     $                       -  $             -     $           880,000   $            10,000   $             39,488   $             -     $          929,488  

2036  $                  -     $                       -  $             -     $           905,000   $            10,000   $             36,450   $             -     $          951,450  

2037  $                  -     $                       -  $             -     $           890,000   $            10,000   $             33,188   $             -     $          933,188  

2038  $                  -     $                       -  $             -     $           880,000   $            10,000   $             29,813   $             -     $          919,813  

2039  $                  -     $                       -  $             -     $           865,000   $            10,000   $             26,438   $             -     $          901,438  

2040  $                  -     $                       -  $             -     $           850,000   $            10,000   $             22,950   $             -     $          882,950  

2041  $                  -     $                       -  $             -     $           830,000   $            10,000   $             19,238   $              -     $          859,238  

2042  $                  -     $                       -  $             -     $           820,000   $            10,000   $             15,300   $              -     $          845,300  

2043  $                  -     $                       -  $             -     $           810,000   $            10,000   $             11,250   $              -     $          831,250  

2044  $                  -     $                       -  $             -     $           790,000   $            10,000   $               6,975   $              -     $          806,975  

2045  $                  -     $                       -  $             -     $           750,000   $            10,000   $               2,363   $      35,000   $          797,363  

TOTAL  $                  -     $        1,130,000   $             -     $     13,355,000   $          485,000   $          740,254   $      35,000   $     15,745,254  
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Table 7: Summary of Sources and Uses (Cash Flow) 

 

Table 7 prepared by the City’s Financial Advisor, Ehlers Public Finance Advisors. 
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Plan Implementation 

To be successful, the District will need to be implemented in accordance with the following 

objectives: 

 Projects identified will provide the necessary anticipated governmental services to the area. 

A reasonable and orderly sequence is outlined in Table 4. However, public debt and 

expenditures should be made at the pace private development occurs to assure increment 

is sufficient to cover expenses. 

 It is anticipated developer agreements between the City and property owners will be in 

place prior to major public expenditures. These agreements can provide for development 

guarantees or a payment in lieu of development. To further assure contract enforcement, 

these agreements might include levying special assessments against benefited properties. 

 The order in which public improvements are made should be adjusted in accordance with 

development and execution of developer agreements. The City reserves the right to alter 

the implementation of this Plan to accomplish this objective. 

 Projected Interest rates are based on current market conditions. Municipal interest rates are 

subject to constantly changing market conditions. In addition, other factors such as the loss 

of tax-exempt status of municipal bonds or broadening the purpose of future tax-exempt 

bonds would affect market conditions. Actual interest expense will be determined once the 

methods of financing have been approved and securities or other obligations are issued. 

 If financing as outlined in this Plan proves unworkable, the City reserves the right to use 

alternate financing solutions for the projects as they are implemented.  
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SECTION VIII.  AVAILABLE FINANCING METHODS 

Implementation of this Plan may require that the City issue debt obligations to provide direct or 

indirect financing for the Projects to be undertaken. The following is a list of the types of 

obligations the City may choose to utilize. 

Interfund Borrowing 

The City may advance funds from the general fund to cover the costs of projects within this Plan. 

These funds can be borrowed at a rate set by the City and repaid on a schedule determined by the 

City.  

General Obligation (G.O.) Bonds or Notes 

The City may issue G.O. Bonds or Notes to finance the cost of projects included within this Plan. 

The Wisconsin State Constitution limits the principal amount of G.O. debt that the community 

may have outstanding at any point in time to an amount not greater than five percent of its total 

equalized value. As of the date of this plan, the City has a G.O. debt limit of $31,817,960 of which 

$24,002,459 is currently unused and could be made available to finance Project Costs. 

Bonds Issued to Developers (“Pay as You Go” Financing) 

The City may issue a bond or other obligation to one or more developers who provide financing 

for projects included in this Plan. Repayment of the amounts due to the developer under the bonds 

or other obligations are limited to an agreed amount of the available annual tax increments 

collected that result from the improvements made by the developer. To the extent the tax 

increments collected are insufficient to make annual payments, or to repay the entire obligation 

over the life of the District, the City’s obligation is limited to not more than the agreed amount of 

the actual increments collected. Bonds or other obligations issued to developers in this fashion are 

not general obligations of the City and, therefore, do not count against the City’s statutory 

borrowing capacity. 

Tax Increment Revenue Bonds 

The City has the authority to issue revenue bonds secured by the tax increments to be collected. 

These bonds may be issued directly by the City, or as a form of lease revenue bond by a 

Community Development Authority (CDA). Tax Increment Revenue Bonds and Lease Revenue 

Bonds are not general obligations of the City and therefore do not count against the City’s statutory 

borrowing capacity. To the extent tax increments collected are insufficient to meet the annual debt 

service requirements of the revenue bonds, the City may be subject to either a permissive or 

mandatory requirement to appropriate on an annual basis a sum equal to the actual or projected 

shortfall. 

Utility Revenue Bonds 

The City can issue revenue bonds to be repaid from revenues of its various systems, including 

revenues paid by the City that represent service of the system to the City. There is neither a 

statutory nor constitutional limitation on the amount of revenue bonds that can be issued, however, 

water rates are controlled by the Wisconsin Public Service Commission and the City must 

demonstrate to bond purchasers its ability to repay revenue debt with the assigned rates. To the 

extent the City utilizes utility revenues other than tax increments to repay a portion of the bonds, 

the City must reduce the total eligible Project Costs in an equal amount. 

65

Item #6.



City of Columbus  TID #7 Project Plan 

Draft  Page 29 

 

Special Assessment “B” Bonds 

The City has the ability to levy special assessments against benefited properties to pay part of the 

costs for street, curb, gutter, sewer, water, storm sewers and other infrastructure. In the event the 

City determines that special assessments are appropriate, the City can issue Special Assessment B 

bonds pledging revenues from special assessment installments to the extent assessment payments 

are outstanding. These bonds are not counted against the City's statutory borrowing capacity. If 

special assessments are levied, the City must reduce the total eligible Project Costs under this Plan 

in an amount equal to the total collected. 

SECTION IX.  CONSISTENCY OF ACTIVITIES WITHIN TAX INCREMENT 

DISTRICT #7 WITH THE CITY ZONING ORDINANCE, MASTER PLAN AND 

OTHER DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCES 

Most of the undeveloped lands in TID #7 are zoned P (Public, semipublic institutional and 

recreational district) and RD (Rural Development) prior to the creation of the District. This 

District is being created under the “mixed-use district” definition of Wis. Sta. § 66.1105, and the 

City has the flexibility of choosing to rezone any of the parcels to other types of zoning if and 

when demand for rezoning takes place. The only limitation is the amount of newly platted 

residential use that would be allowed (not more than 35% by area) if the City chose to rezone 

some of the land to residential with a newly platted residential subdivision.  

The anticipated uses within TID #7 are consistent with the City of Columbus Comprehensive 

Plan’s Future Land Use Map or will be amended upon future development proposals. The 

planned land uses include multifamily residential, single family residential, rural preservation as 

a temporary holding pattern, and recreational designation which includes lands that are 

commercial operations and suitable for commercial development.  

SECTION X.  ANNEXED PROPERTY 

There are no parcels proposed for inclusion within TID #7 that will be annexed by the City.  

SECTION XI.  ESTIMATE OF PROPERTY TO BE DEVOTED TO RETAIL BUSINESS  

The City estimates that 0% of the territory within the District may be suitable for retail business 

at the end of the District’s maximum expenditure period, pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes Sections 

66.1105(5)(b) and 66.1105(6)(am)1. 

SECTION XII.  STATEMENT ON RELOCATION 

The City does not anticipate the acquisition of any existing residential properties or any occupied 

by existing businesses. As a result, it is expected that there will be no displaced persons from 

project activities as currently contemplated. In the event relocation or the acquisition of property 

by eminent domain becomes necessary at some time during the implementation period, the City 

will follow applicable provisions of Chapter 32, Wis. Stats. 
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APPENDIX A. TID BOUNDARY LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
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APPENDIX B. IMPACT ON OVERLYING TAXING JURISDICTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2023 Total Tax Increment Annual Taxes Increase in Annual

Taxes Collected Collected by the Collected After  Taxes Collected 

% of Mill Rate  on Base Value  TID Over the Life TID Closure After TID Closure

          Taxing Jurisdiction 2023 Tax Rate1 by Jurisdiction by Jurisdiction  of the District by Jurisdiction by Jurisdiction

Columbia County 3.46                           19.54% $12,430 3,096,937$                       248,370$               235,941$              

City of Columbus 6.21                           35.13% $22,340 5,566,220$                       446,404$               424,064$              

Columbus School District 7.35                           41.59% $26,447 6,589,572$                       528,475$               502,028$              

MATC 0.66                           3.74% $2,381 593,149$                          47,570$                 45,189$                 

Total 17.68                        100% $63,597 15,845,877$                    $1,270,819 $1,207,222
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APPENDIX C:  PLAN COMMISSION RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING 

ADOPTION OF TAX INCREMENT DISTRICT #7 
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APPENDIX D:  COMMON COUNCIL RESOLUTION APPROVING THE 

PROJECT PLAN 
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APPENDIX F:  JOINT REVIEW BOARD RESOLUTION APPROVING THE 

PROJECT 
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RESOLUTION NO. 5-24 
 

A RESOLUTION EXEMPTING THE MUNICIPALITY FROM PAYING 
COLUMBIA COUNTY LIBRARY TAX - 2025 

 
 
WHEREAS,  The Columbia County Board levies a county library tax; 
 
WHEREAS, Section 43.64(2)(b) of the Wisconsin Statutes provides such 

units of government which levy a tax for public library service 
and appropriate and expend for a library fund as defined by 
s.43.52 (1) during the year for which the county tax levy is 
made a sum at least equal to the county library tax rate in 
the prior year multiplied by the equalized valuation of 
property in the city or village for the current year, may apply 
for exemption from this tax; and  

 
WHEREAS, The City of Columbus, Wisconsin, does levy a library tax in 

excess of the amount calculated in accordance with 
43.64(2)(b), 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  

that the City of Columbus, Wisconsin, be exempted from the 
payment of any county library tax as provided in Section 
43.64(2)(b) inasmuch as it will expend for its own library fund 
for 2025 an amount in excess of that calculated in 
accordance with 43.64(2)(b).  Exemption from the payment 
of said county library tax shall not preclude the City of 
Columbus, Wisconsin participation in county library service 
in all other respects; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that confirmed copies of the Resolution be 
forwarded by the City of Columbus, Wisconsin clerk to the Portage Public Library 
and to the Columbia County Clerk no later than September 20, 2024. 
 
 
     Dated this 17th day of September, 2024 
 
     CITY OF COLUMBUS, Columbia County 
     State of Wisconsin 

 
     __________________________________ 
     Joseph Hammer, Mayor 
 
 
     __________________________________ 
     Susan L. Caine, City Clerk 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council 

Meeting Date: 9/17/2024 

 

Item Title: Claims Packet 

Submitted By: Krystal Larson, Treasurer 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

Claims from 8/28/2024 to 9/10/2024 in the amount of $346,386.77 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Claims Packet 8/28/2024 – 9/10/2024 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Consider & take action on claims in the amount of $346,386.77 
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