
 

Common Council Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, February 04, 2025 at 6:30 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Approval of Agenda 

Public Comment 

Consent Agenda 

1. Special Committee of the Whole, Common Council, and Committee of the Whole Minutes 
01/21/2025. 

New Business 

2. Consider and take action on Date Changes for future Council meetings on February 18 and April 1, 
2025 (CoW 1/21/25). 

3. Consider and take action on proposal from Vandewalle Professional Services regarding 
Redevelopment Options for Tower Drive (CoW 1/21/25). 

4. Consider & take action on claims in the amount of $412,142.66 

Report of City Officers – City Administrator, Mayor 

Adjourn 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Special Committee of the Whole Minutes 

Tuesday, January 21, 2025 at 6:30 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Mayor Joe Hammer called the Special Committee of the Whole Meeting to order at 6:30pm. Members 
present included Mayor Joe Hammer, Alderperson Trina Reid, Alderperson Michael Lawson,  
Alderperson Ryan Rostad and Alderperson Molly Finkler. 
 
ABSENT: 
Council President Amy Roelke and Alderperson Sarah Motiff. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Finkler to approve the agenda. Motion 
carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

Public Comment 

None. 

New Business 

1. Discussion on Zoning and Subdivision Code Amendment Request for Proposals: 

Community and Economic Director, Mike Kornmann, shared that this Request for Proposals (RFP) 
provides the basis for the revision of the zoning and subdivision code across a two-year span. This 
is a tool to help implement our current Comprehensive Plan. The proposed selection review team 
includes the City Administrator, Mayor, Dir. of Community and Economic Development, 
Communications and Economic Development Coordinator and one Plan Commissioner. They will 
evaluate the proposals and bring forward the finalists to the Plan Commission for recommendation. 
Committee agreed to move forward to the February 4, 2025 Council meeting. 

2. Discussion of Final Plat Cardinal Heights: 

The final plat of Cardinal Heights was presented by Kornmann. Plan Commission is recommending 
approval after their review. The plat includes a storm water pond, as well as Lot 18 positioned 
beyond the 50' setback, and the farmhouse driveway access coming off of O'Brien Court. The 
MOA  between the City and the Department of Transportation is expected to be ready for review at 
a February City Council meeting. Committee agreed to move forward to the February 4, 2025 
Council meeting. 

3. Discussion of ORD.2025-1 Zoning Map Amendment for Cardinal Heights Plat: 

Zoning Map Amendment Ordinance 2025-1: Zoning Map Amendment for Cardinal Heights Plat, 
would change the zoning from Rural Development (RD) to Residential 3 (R3), Residential 4 (R4 - 
Multi-Family), and Public (P, for the out lot). The Plan Commission is recommending approval. 
Committee agreed to move forward to the September 4, 2025 Council meeting. 
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4. Discussion regarding Three Party Design Engineering Services Contract with WI Dept. 
of Transportation (WisDOT), Fehr Graham, and City of Columbus related to Tower Drive 
(Faith Drive to CTH K): 

The City of Columbus was awarded a Wis DOT Grant for the reconstruction of Tower Drive from 
Faith Drive to CTH K, Project 6217-01-02. The project is scheduled for design in 2025, and 
construction in 2026. A requirement of the grant was for the City to follow the DOT Quality Based 
Selection (QBS) process for a design engineer. A team reviewed proposals received and selected 
Fehr Graham. The DOT negotiated the contract with Fehr Graham on behalf of the City. The 
contract is for $155,596.92, of which $86,044 is the portion the City is responsible for. Committee 
agreed to move forward to the February 4, 2025 Council meeting.  

Adjourn 

Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to adjourn at 6:57pm. Motion 
carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
 

*These are Draft Minutes to be approved at a future Common Council Meeting. 
  Susan L. Caine, Clerk 
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Common Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, January 21, 2025 at 6:35 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Mayor Hammer called the meeting to order at 6:58pm. The following council members were 
present Alderperson Molly Finkler, Mayor Joe Hammer, Alderperson Michael Lawson, Alderperson 
Trina Reid, and Alderperson Ryan Rostad. ABSENT: Alderperson Sarah Motiff and Council President 
Amy Roelke. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to approve the agenda. Motion 
carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

Public Comment: None. 

Consent Agenda: 

1. Special Committee of the Whole, Council, and Committee of the Whole Minutes 01/07/2025; 
Special Committee of the Whole, and Council Minutes 01/14/2025. 

2. Mayoral Appointments to Tourism Commission. 

Motion made by Alderperson Lawson, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to approve the Consent 
Agenda as presented. It was noted by Mayor Hammer that the Tourism Commission is the only 
Commission to have their members appointed annually in January. Motion carried on an 
unanimous voice vote. 

New Business 

3. Consider and take action regarding Resolution 2-25: Preliminary Resolution Declaring Intent 
to Levy Special Assessments under Municipal Police Powers Pursuant to Sec. 66.0703, 
Stats. (CoW 1/7/25): 

Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to approve and adopt 
Resolution 2-25: Preliminary Resolution Declaring Intent to Levy Special Assessments under 
Municipal Police Powers Pursuant to Sec. 66.0703, Stats. Motion carried on a unanimous voice 
vote. 
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4. Consider and take action on the Beautification Advisory Board's Proposed Mural at 125 N. 
Dickason Blvd. (CoW 1/7/25): 

Motion made by Alderperson Reid, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to approve the Beautification 
Advisory Board's proposed mural at 125 N. Dickason Blvd. Alder Rostad asked about the 
questions members had at the previous Committee of the Whole meeting presentation. Amundson 
shared staff will be addressing the project needs as they occur. Motion carried on a unanimous 
voice vote. 

5. Consider and take action on the City of Columbus Purchasing Policy & Procedures Update 
(CoW 1/7/25): 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Finkler to adopt the City of 
Columbus Purchasing Policy & Procedures update as presented with the change of the year stated 
to "2025". Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

6. Consider and take action on the Disposal of Assets Policy Update (CoW 1/7/25): 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to approve the Disposal 
of Assets Policy update. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

7. Consider and take action on the 2025 Fee Schedule (CoW 1/7/25): 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Finkler to adopt the 2025 Fee 
Schedule, then withdrew the motion due to the fact that Treasurer Larson handed out a revised 
edition of the proposed 2025 Fee Schedule to Council members at the beginning of the discussion. 
This edition showcased the final changes made with yellow highlights. The changes were for the 
Cemetery, Recreation and Permit fees. After further discussion of clarification of some Recreation 
fees, Alderperson Finkler made a motion to approve the 2025 Fee Schedule with the discussed 
modifications handed out at this meeting. Alderperson Rostad seconded. Motion carried on a 
unanimous voice vote. 

8. Consider and take action on Zoning and Subdivision Code Amendment Request for 
Proposals (CoW 1/21/25): 

Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to approve the Zoning and 
Subdivision Code Amendment Request for Proposals (RFP). Alderperson Lawson requested staff 
to clean up grammatical errors before final copy is issued and shared his findings with staff. Motion 
carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

9. Consider and take action on Cardinal Heights Final Plat: 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to approve the Cardinal 
Heights Final Plat. Motion carried with Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson 
Rostad voting Yea, and Alderperson Reid voting Nay by voice vote. 

10. Consider and take action on ORD.2025-1 Zoning Map Amendment of Cardinal Heights Plat 
(CoW 1/21/25): 

Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to suspend the rules for 
ORD.2025-1 Zoning Map Amendment of Cardinal Heights Plat. Motion carried on a unanimous 
voice vote. 

Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to waive the readings of 
ORD.2025-1. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to adopt ORD.2025-1 
Zoning Map Amendment of Cardinal Heights Plat. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
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11. Consider and take action on Three Party Design Engineering Services Contract with WI 
DOT, Fehr Graham, and City of Columbus related to Tower Drive (Faith Drive to CTH K) 
(CoW 1/21/25): 

Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to approve the Three Party 
Design Engineering Services Contract with WisDOT, Fehr Graham and the City of Columbus 
related to Tower Drive (Faith Drive to CTH K) in an amount not to exceed $86,044. Motion carried 
on a 4-0 Roll Call vote. 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Reid, and Alderperson Rostad. 

12. Consider & take action on claims in the amount of $2,759,286.01: 

Motion made by Alderperson Lawson, Seconded by Alderperson Finkler to approve the claims in 
the amount of $2,759,286.01. Motion carried on a 4-0 Roll Call vote. 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Reid, and Alderperson Rostad. 
 

Report of City Officers – City Administrator, Mayor 

Administrator Amundson had nothing to report. Mayor Hammer shared that our thoughts and prayers 
are with the family of Roger Venden who has passed. He served on the Utility Commission and spent 
many years volunteering for the 4th of July Committee. Hammer will be attending the Municipal Electric 
Utility of Wisconsin Legislative Rally in Madison on February 5th. 

Adjourn 

Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to adjourn at 7:36pm. Motion 
carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 

*These are Draft Minutes to be approved at a future Common Council Meeting. 
  Susan L. Caine, Clerk 
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Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, January 21, 2025 at 6:40 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Mayor Hammer called the meeting to order at 7:36pm. The following members were in 
attendance: Mayor Joe Hammer, Alderperson Trina Reid, Alderperson Michael Lawson, Alderperson 
Ryan Rostad and Alderperson Molly Finkler. ABSENT: Council President Amy Roelke, and Alderperson 
Sarah Motiff. 
 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Reid to approve the agenda. Motion 
carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

Department Reports for File included CFD (12/2024), Library (12/2024), Lifestar (11/2024), & Police 
(12/2024).  

Public Comment: None. 

New Business 

2. Discussion of Zion Lutheran Conditional Use Permit: 

CED Director Mike Kornmann shared that this Conditional Use Permit application discusses the 
expansion of the school in Phase I, and the addition of a gymnasium in Phase II. The access 
through the site to Fuller Street would be removed creating the need for a fire hydrant in the center 
of the site. The City Engineer, Jason Leitha shared his review in an attached letter in the packet. 
There are several conditions in the CUP as outlined in the Council Memo. Plan Commission is 
recommending approval of the CUP with the outlined conditions. Committee agreed to move 
forward to a future Council Meeting. 

3. Discussion regarding Committees, Committee Structure and Meeting dates: 

Administrator Amundson and City Attorney Paul Johnson are seeking direction regarding the 
following: Reducing the need/frequency of the Committee of the Whole meetings; Aligning 
committees similarly in role, design, and function; Streamline and/or add committees that may be 
needed; Move Council meetings to Wednesday – eliminating conflict with elections with some 
other tangible benefits. Amundson shared the start of a proposal, asking for feedback with needed 
ordinance changes. After a lengthy discussion, Committee members asked to bring this item back 
to the next Committee of the Whole meeting. 

4. Discussion regarding Date Changes for future Council meetings on February 18 and April 1, 
2025: 

After a brief discussion, Committee members agreed to move forward to the February 4, 2025 
Council meeting. 

7

Item #1.



5. Discussion regarding Redevelopment Options for Tower Drive – Vandewalle Professional 
Services: 

CED Director Kornmann shared the Redevelopment Options for Tower Drive Proposal by 
Vandewalle. The plan would be to have City staff hold a public information meeting that will include 
visuals for citizens to  respond to and provide their ideas. Vandewalle will provide the visuals 
based on market-based  development concepts. The other tasks will be to create and document 
baseline information in order to develop an RFP to market to developers. This is a TIF 7 eligible 
expense which would not exceed $12,500, with an anticipated time frame of 90-150 days. 
Committee agreed to move forward to the February 4, 2025 Common Council meeting. 

 

Closed Session 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Finkler to convene into Closed 
Session at 8:38pm per section §19.85(1)(e), stats. for Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of 
public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever 
competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically to discuss 103 N. Ludington 
Street. 

Motion carried carried on a 5-0 Roll Call vote. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Hammer, Alderperson Reid, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Rostad, and 
Alderperson Finkler. 
 

Reconvene into Open Session 

Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to Reconvene into Open 
Session at 8:56pm. 

Motion carried on a 5-0 Roll Call vote. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Hammer, Alderperson Reid, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Rostad, and 
Alderperson Finkler. 
 

Adjourn 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Finkler to adjourn at 8:56pm. Motion 
carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
*These are Draft Minutes to be approved at a future Common Council Meeting. 
  Susan L. Caine, Clerk 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type:  Committee of the Whole  

Meeting Date:   January 21, 2025 

 

Item Title: Discussion regarding Date Changes for future Council meetings on February 
18 and April 1, 2025 

Submitted By: Susan Caine, Clerk 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 2025 will feature two elections that will fall on scheduled 
Council Meeting dates: 

February 18, 2025 – Spring Primary 

April 1, 2025 – Spring Election 

 

Staff would like to request moving those meeting nights to the following Wednesday nights of February 
19 and April 2, 2025, in order for the Clerk to attend both the meetings and the elections. 

 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: None. 

 

 

Action Requested of Council: To move the above-mentioned Council meetings due to elections. 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type:  City Council 

Meeting Date:  January 21, 2025 

 

Item Title: Redevelopment Options for Tower Drive – Vandewalle Professional Services 

Submitted By: Michael Kornmann, Director of Community and Economic Development 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter:  A key part of developing City owned property is refining our 
vision for the property.  Our comprehensive plan provides for part of that vision.  And further planning 
and economic analysis can help attract developers to partner with the City. 

An important part of this project is getting public input on desirable characteristics of a potential 
development.   City staff will hold a public information meeting that will include visuals for citizens to 
respond to and provide their ideas.   Vandewalle will provide the visuals based on market-based 
development concepts.  The other tasks will create and document baseline information to develop and 
RFP to market to developers. This is a TIF 7 eligible expense. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

 Tower Drive Redevelopment Proposal  

 

Action Requested of Council:    Approve proposal. 
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120 East Lakeside Street • Madison, Wisconsin 53715 • 608.255.3988 • 608.255.0814 Fax  

247 Freshwater Way, Suite 530 • Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53204 • 414.988.8631 

www.vandewalle.com 

 

Shaping places, shaping change 

CITY OF COLUMBUS SITE REUSE AND REDEVELOPMENT 

TOWER DRIVE SITE 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 
JANUARY 15, 2025 

 
Vandewalle & Associates will undertake the following tasks in conducting a review of reuse and 
redevelopment options for the Tower Drive site. All work will be completed according to the below-listed 
scope of services on a time and materials basis at a cost not to exceed $12,500 in an anticipated time frame of 
90-150 days.  
 

Work Elements 

Task 1 – Site Evaluation 

a. Review site survey, environmental records, and other available information on site history and 

conditions 

b. Review adopted plans and codes as they pertain to the site and surrounding area 

c. Inspect property  

d. Prepare base map 

Task 2 – Development Opportunities  

a. Review area development, economic, and demographic trends 

b. Review existing and potential development in vicinity of the site 

c. Up to two meetings with potentially interested parties and area realtors/developers 

Task 3 – Development Concepts 

a. Prepare two concept graphics with bulleted text summarizing development parameters for use and 

presentation at a public information meeting (to be facilitated by City Staff) 

b. Revise preferred concept graphic following feedback received at public information meeting  

Task 4 – Request for Qualifications  

a. Incorporate concept into a developer request for qualifications 

b. Prepare response evaluation and scoring criteria 

c. Review and evaluate responses and provide observations to City staff (but not score them) 

d. Determine format for potential interviews and attend them (but not score them) 

Task 5 - Meetings 

a. Meet with City staff up to three times to discuss progress and next steps (virtual) 

b. One (in-person) presentation to Plan Commission or Council  
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council 

Meeting Date: 2/4/2025 

 

Item Title: Claims Packet 

Submitted By: Krystal Larson, Treasurer 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

Claims from 1/15/2025 to 1/29/2025 in the amount of $412,142.66 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Claims Packet 1/15/2025 – 1/29/2025 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Consider & take action on claims in the amount of $412,142.66 
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