
 

Common Council Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, December 17, 2024 at 6:35 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Approval of Agenda 

Consent Agenda 

1. Special Committee of the Whole, Council and Committee of the Whole Minutes of 12/03/2024.  

2. Mayoral Appointment to Senior Citizen Advisory Board. 

Public Comment 

Ordinances – First Reading (Final action may be taken by a motion to suspend the rules and 
waive the readings under City of Columbus Ordinance Sec 2-46) 

3. ORD. 797-24: An Ordinance to Repeal Certain Sections of Chapters 90 and 114, and to Create 
Chapter 48, of the City Code Concerning Post-Construction Stormwater Management. 

New Business 

4. Consider and possible action to approve Settlement Agreement for litigation concerning 428 River 
Road, Columbus, Wisconsin (CoW 12/3/24). 

5. Consider and take action on proposal from Crexendo for city phone services (CoW 12/3/24). 

6. Consider and take action on posting firearms in City Buildings (CoW 12/3/24). 

7. Consider and take action on Renewal of Athletic Field Use Agreements (CoW 12/3/24). 

8. Consider and take action on Cardinal Heights Final Plat 

9. Consider and take action on Ord. 2024-1: An Ordinance to Amend the Zoning Map of the City 
Code of Ordinances. 

10. Consider and take action on Amendment to the Lamp’s Landing Development Agreement. 

11. Consider and take action on Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Columbia County Health 
& Human Services – Nutrition Site 2025. 

12. Consider & take action on claims in the amount of $1,118,741.51 

Report of City Officers – City Administrator, Mayor 

Adjourn 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Special Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, December 03, 2024 at 6:30 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 
 

Roll Call 
Council President Amy Roelke called the Special Committee of the Whole meeting to order at 6:30pm. 
Members present included Council President Amy Roelke, Mayor Joe Hammer, Alderperson Sarah 
Motiff, Alderperson Trina Reid, Alderperson Michael Lawson, Alderperson Ryan Rostad 
and Alderperson Molly Finkler. 
 
Notice of Open Meeting 
Noted as posted. 
Approval of Agenda 
Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Finkler to approve the agenda. 
Voting Yea: Council President Roelke, Mayor Hammer, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Rostad, and Alderperson Finkler. Motion carried on a voice vote. 
Public Comment 
None. 
New Business 
1. Presentation by Bray Architects regarding Public Safety Feasibility Study: 

Administrator Amundson reminded all that Council approved hiring Bray Architects to do a 
feasibility study and space analysis on the City's current Fire and Police Department facilities. Matt 
Wolfert and Joseph Loring shared the Facilities Assessment results with the Committee and staff 
present. This study revealed that the Fire Station Building issues include its age, roof condition, 
size, safety concerns and ADA non-compliance. The Police Department building, formerly an 
insurance office, proved out better, but is not ideal either. Key takeaways include the current need 
to use the basement for processing, the size of the building and storage availability. In addition, the 
complete Space Needs Study was shared which factors in a plan for future city needs and growth. 
Bray also shared preliminary test fit plans for the two city owned properties at Tower Drive, and 
1149 W. James Street including both pros and cons for each. A Public Information Meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday, December 10, 2024 at 6:00pm in the Community Center. 

2. Discussion regarding Raze Order for 235 W Harrison Street: 
The home at 235 W. Harrison Street was destroyed in a fire on September 13, 2024. According to 
the City's Building Inspector, the home was rendered dangerous, unsafe, unsanitary or otherwise 
unfit for human habitation and unreasonable to repair. The City issued a Raze Order on October 
15, 2024 which gave the owner 30 days to raze the building. The owner has not complied, and the 
Committee was presented with three options from city Attorney Johnson, which were discussed. 
Staff is looking for direction from the Council. Mayor Hammer asked for this to be moved forward to 
the December 3, 2024 regular Council meeting. 
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3. Discussion of Resolution No. 14-24 supporting the Wisconsin Economic Development 
Corporation (WEDC) Small Business Development Grant: 
CED Mike Kornmann shared that this is a newer grant opportunity from WEDC which allows a 
municipality to create their own program to assist with business creation, retention and expansion. 
It would be open to downtown properties in the central business district and include interior 
alterations, safety issues, accessibility, electrical and utility updates, in addition to facades. This is 
a separate application process than the Façade Grant program. The resolution shows the the City 
of Columbus supports this grant and if awarded, it will accept it. Committee agreed to move 
forward to the 12/03/24 Regular Council meeting. 

4. Discussion of Resolution No. 15-24 supporting Wisconsin Economic Development 
Corporation (WEDC) Vibrant Spaces Grant: 
Kornmann shared the background for the WEDC Vibrant Spaces Grant and that the Historical 
Landmarks and Preservation Commission is requesting $50,000 through the grant to add 
improvements to the Rest Haven building in Fireman's Park. This resolution is to show city support 
which is required for acceptance of a WEDC Vibrant Spaces grant application and award. 
Committee agreed to move forward to the December 3, 2024 regular Council meeting. 

5. Discussion regarding ratification of 2025 Utility Operating Budgets: 
The Utility Commission passed their Electric, Water and Wastewater 2025 Utility Operating 
Budgets on November 21, 2024 and as part of the ordinance, the council is required to ratify them. 
Alder Lawson asked for clarification that the budget was prepared with a 3%, not 83% increase for 
all Utility wages. Amundson thanked Director Holbert and Treasurer Larson for their work on this 
project. Committee agreed to move forward to the December 3, 2024 regular Council meeting.  

Adjourn 
Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Finkler to adjourn the meeting at 
7:50pm. 
Voting Yea: Council President Roelke, Mayor Hammer, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Rostad, and Alderperson Finkler. Motion carried. 
 
*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Common Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, December 03, 2024 at 6:35 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Mayor Hammer called the meeting to order at 7:53pm. The following members were 
present: Alderperson Molly Finkler, Mayor Joe Hammer, Alderperson Michael Lawson, Alderperson 
Sarah Motiff, Alderperson Trina Reid, Council President Amy Roelke and Alderperson Ryan Rostad. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Motiff to approve the agenda. 

Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Mayor Hammer, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, 
Alderperson Reid, Council President Roelke, and Alderperson Rostad. Motion carried. 

Consent Agenda 

Motion made by Alderperson Motiff, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to approve the Consent Agenda 
which included Special Committee of the Whole, Common Council and Committee of the Whole 
minutes from the November 19, 2024 meetings, and a Street Closing Application for the 2024 Holiday 
Parade. 

Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Mayor Hammer, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, 
Alderperson Reid, Council President Roelke, and Alderperson Rostad. Motion carried.  

Public Comment 

Jack Roelke was recognized for completion of his Eagle Scout project at Fireman's Park. He shared 
some pictures and a description of the site preparation and installation of five US Armed Forces 
plaques around the base of the flagpole. Council congratulated him for a job well done. 

  

New Business 

4. Consider and take action on Resolution 13-24: A Resolution Authorizing the Issuance and 
Sale of $4,990,000 General Obligation Promissory Notes, Series 2024A (CoW 10/15/24; 
Council 10/29/24). 

After results presented by Ariana Schmidt with Ehlers, the agenda item was corrected to read: 

Consider and take action on Resolution 13-24: A Resolution Authorizing the Issuance and Sale of 
$4,890,000 General Obligation Promissory Notes, Series 2024A. 
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Motion made by Alderperson Motiff, Seconded by Alderperson Finkler to adopt Resolution 13-24: A 
Resolution Authorizing the Issuance and Sale of $4,890,000 General Obligation Promissory Notes, 
Series 2024A. 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Council President Roelke, and Alderperson Rostad. Motion carried on a 6-0 Roll Call vote. 
 

5. Consider and take action on the 2025 Dodge County Humane Society Contract (CoW 
11/19/24). 

Motion made by Alderperson Rostad, Seconded by Alderperson Finkler to approve the 2025 
Dodge County Humane Society Contract at a rate of $1,800.00 for the year which includes up to 
five domestic stray animals, with an additional amount of $450.00 for each additional animal. The 
Humane Society must have city approval before accepting any animal. 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Council President Roelke, and Alderperson Rostad. Motion carried on a 6-0 Roll Call vote. 
 

6. Consider and take action on Permitting Module by Civic Plus (11/19/24). 

Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Council President Roelke to approve the 
purchase of  the Permitting Module by Civic Plus at an annual expense of $5,300.00, plus a one-
time set-up fee of $2,900.00. 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Council President Roelke, and Alderperson Rostad. Motion carried on a 6-0 Roll Call vote. 
 

7. Consider and take action on Proposal from Caselle (CoW 11/19/24). 

Motion made by Alderperson Motiff, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to transition Caselle to the 
cloud based version of the software combining the City and Utility financial accounting systems into 
one platform. 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Council President Roelke, and Alderperson Rostad. Motion carried on a 6-0 Roll Call vote. 
 

8. Consider and take action on Raze Order for 235 W Harrison Street (Special CoW 12/3/24). 

Motion made by Council President Roelke, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to open legal 
proceedings for 235 W. Harrison Street. 
Voting Yea by voice vote: Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, Council 
President Roelke, and  Alderperson Rostad. 
Voting Nay: Alderperson Finkler. Motion carried on a 5-1 voice vote. 
 

9. Consider and take action on Resolution No. 14-24 supporting the Wisconsin Economic 
Development Corporation (WEDC) Small Business Development Grant (Special CoW 
12/3/24). 

Motion made by Alderperson Motiff, Seconded by Alderperson Reid to adopt Resolution 14-24: A 
Resolution Supporting the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC) Small Business 
Development Grant. 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Council President Roelke, and Alderperson Rostad. Motion carried by voice vote. 
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10. Consider and take action on Resolution No. 15-24 supporting Wisconsin Economic 
Development Corporation (WEDC) Vibrant Spaces Grant (Special CoW 12/3/24). 

Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Council President Roelke to adopt Resolution 
15-24: A Resolution Supporting the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC) 
Vibrant Spaces Grant. 
Voting Yea by voice vote: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Reid, Council 
President Roelke, and Alderperson Rostad. 
Voting Nay: Alderperson Motiff. Motion carried on a 5-1 voice vote. 
 

11. Consider and take action on Ratification of 2025 Utility Operating Budgets (Special CoW 
12/3/24). 

Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Council President Roelke to ratify the 2025 
Utility Operating Budgets. 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Council President Roelke, and Alderperson Rostad. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 

12. Consider & take action on claims in the amount of $420,189.17 

Motion made by Alderperson Lawson, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to approve the Claims in 
the amount of $420,189.17. 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Council President Roelke, and Alderperson Rostad. Motion carried on a 6-0 Roll Call vote. 
 

13. Consider and Take Action on Award of Building Inspection Services to MSA (CoW 11/19/24) 

Administrator Amundson shared that this discussion should have been on tonight's Special 
Committee of the Whole agenda since it was not on the previous Committee of the Whole meeting 
agenda.  The city's current Building Inspection services will expire on December 16, 2024. The city 
has received two proposals, one of which was not a viable solution, from five companies that were 
contacted. Council can choose to waive/suspend the rules per Ord. 2-52, and move forward with a 
discussion and vote tonight, or bring this discussion back to the December 17, 2024 meetings. 

CED, Mike Kornmann, shared that MSA wrote their proposal to the RFP. The company places a 
high priority on performing in-person inspections and will only charge for the work performed. MSA 
will also provide office hours at City Hall for residents and contractors. Stephanie Potter and Greg 
Borucki from MSA were present to answer questions. References were provided and checked by 
Kornmann. 

Motion made by Alderperson Motiff, Seconded by Alderperson Finkler to suspend the rules as per 
Ord. 2-52 of the City of Columbus municipal code. 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Council President Roelke, and Alderperson Rostad. Motion carried on a 6-0 Roll Call vote. 

Motion made by Alderperson Motiff, Seconded by Alderperson Lawson to award the Building 
Inspection services to MSA. 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Council President Roelke, and Alderperson Rostad. Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 

Report of City Officers – City Administrator, Mayor 

Amundson shared that going forward Department Heads will be invited to the Agenda meetings to help 
ensure agenda items are properly scheduled on each meeting. He publicly thanked Amy Jo Meyers, 
Recreation Director, for the organization of the Tree Lighting event. It was well attended. The annual 
Wine Walk also seemed to be a successful event. 
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Mayor Hammer also thanked Amy Jo and her crew for the Tree Lighting event and Sparkle in the Park. 
He thanked the DPW and Utility crews for putting up the Christmas decorations. The CPKC Holiday 
Train is expected on December 8th at about 9:05pm. The City website has additional information about 
it and other holiday events coming up. 

Adjourn 

Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to adjourn at 8:37pm. 
Voting Yea: Alderperson Finkler, Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, Council 
President Roelke, and Alderperson Rostad. Motion carried. 
 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Committee of the Whole Minutes 

Tuesday, December 03, 2024 at 6:40 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Council President Amy Roelke called the meeting to order at 8:38pm. The following members were 
present: Council President Amy Roelke, Mayor Joe Hammer, Alderperson Sarah Motiff, Alderperson 
Trina Reid, Alderperson Michael Lawson, Alderperson Ryan Rostad and Alderperson Molly Finkler. 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Noted as posted. 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Motiff to approve the agenda. 
Voting Yea: Council President Roelke, Mayor Hammer, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Rostad, and Alderperson Finkler. Motion carried. 

Committee Minutes for File included Beautification (10/14/24), Library (10/15/24) and PFC (10/16/24).  

Department Reports for File included the Treasurer's Report (10/2024).  

Public Comment 

None. 

New Business 

3. Discussion of final plat for Cardinal Heights: 

Administrator Amundson shared that this discussion will not be taking place at this meeting. Staff is 
working through potential changes to the final plat which will likely then require it to go back to the 
Plan Commission for final review. As a result, staff anticipates an amendment to the Development 
Agreement to be presented at the December 17, 2024 meetings for approval to extend the 
deadline for the final plat approval to 2025. The developer is planning on construction beginning in 
April, 2025.  

4. Discussion on Renewal of Athletic Field Use Agreements: 

Amy Jo Meyers, Recreation Director, presented the changes in the re-worked athletic field use 
agreements to the committee members. These changes were brought forward to the softball 
group, the baseball group, and the soccer group. Alder Lawson asked Meyers if she had any 
outstanding concerns. She replied that the changes reflected in the red-lined versions of the 
agreements covered what was needed in the update. Committee agreed to move forward to the 
December 17, 2024 Common Council meeting. 

5. Discussion of Stormwater Ordinance Re-Creation:  

Amundson reminded committee members that this ordinance re-creation does not relate to the 
Stormwater referendum. This is in terms of how the city's zoning and code is placed on 
development projects related to stormwater. 
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Engineer Lietha shared that these changes are related to specific technical standards which is 
making the code more robust. There is an added tier system for applications, and infield 
developments, making it a more standardized ordinance. There is an added permit section as well. 
The stormwater maintenance agreement was also built into it. Committee agreed to move forward 
to the December 17, 2024 Common Council meeting. 

6. Discussion regarding posting city buildings prohibiting firearms: 

Amundson placed this back on tonight's Committee of the Whole Agenda to clarify for staff what 
council's intent is moving forward. Currently, the city has to notify someone in writing if we don't 
want them to enter our municipal buildings with a weapon. 

Alder Lawson approves keeping the City ordinance as is and posting city properties with signage. 
Alders Motiff and Reid also support the same. Alder Rostad asked what the reasoning was for 
making the city ordinance stricter than State law. Attorney Johnson shared the history and previous 
councils' concerns. Johnson also shared that this law could be posted building to building, not 
including all of them. Alder Finkler asked if there had been any incidents prompting this discussion. 
Amundson shared no, it developed through election related discussions and planning. Johnson 
suggested that if you wanted to remove this prohibition for a certain event, that could be voted on 
an as-needed basis. Committee agreed to move forward to the December 17, 2024 Common 
Council meeting. 

7. Discussion regarding city phone services: 

Amundson shared that AT&T is our current provider and Digital Bay is our current phone system 
operator. Staff has received four proposals from various phone companies and is recommending to 
award service to Crexendo as they are the low-cost provider for this service. This would move the 
phone system from the current analog system to digital. Committee agreed to move forward to the 
December 17, 2024 meeting. 

8. Discussion of potential 2025 Stormwater Referendum question for the Spring Election ballot 
(CoW 11/19/24): 

Amundson shared a presentation highlighting the previous City of Columbus referendum question 
on the April 2022 ballot which received a 40% Yes, 60% No vote. There have not been many 
communities that have taken this to a referendum. Amundson asked if council decides to move 
forward with a stormwater referendum, what role will council members play? What is expected of 
staff? The deadline for the county is to have information finalized of the question for the ballot by 
January 21, 2025. However, with the City's scheduling of meetings, staff would need to have the 
resolution and all question details ready for approval at the January 7, 2025 meetings. Other ideas 
were shared about how to receive feedback from the residents. A Public Information Meeting was 
scheduled for 5:30pm on Tuesday, December 17, 2024 in Council Chambers. Committee agreed 
to move forward to the December 17, 2024 meeting. 

 

Convene to Closed Session: 

Convene to closed session per section 19.85(1)(g) Conferring with legal counsel for the 
governmental body who is rendering oral or written advice concerning strategy to be 
adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is likely to become involved. 

Motion made by Alderperson Lawson, Seconded by Alderperson Finkler to go into Closed Session 
at 9:40pm. 
Voting Yea: Council President Roelke, Mayor Hammer, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Rostad, and Alderperson Finkler. Motion carried on a 7-0 Roll 
Call vote. 
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Convene to Open Session: 

Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to Reconvene into Open 
Session at 9:55pm. 
Voting Yea: Council President Roelke, Mayor Hammer, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Rostad, and Alderperson Finkler. Motion carried on a unanimous 
voice vote. 
 

Adjourn 

Motion made by Alderperson Finkler, Seconded by Alderperson Rostad to adjourn at 9:55pm. 
Voting Yea: Council President Roelke, Mayor Hammer, Alderperson Motiff, Alderperson Reid, 
Alderperson Lawson, Alderperson Rostad, and Alderperson Finkler. Motion carried on an unanimous 
voice vote. 
 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type:  Common Council Meeting 

Meeting Date:   December 17, 2024 

 

Item Title: Mayoral Appointment to Senior Citizen Advisory Board 

Submitted By: Susan Caine, Clerk 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter:  

 

Mayor Joe Hammer would like to recommend the following Appointment to the Senior Citizens Advisory 
Board: 

Laura Beckman, for a term of 2024 through 2027, vacated by S. Banetzke. 

 

 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: None. 

 

 

Action Requested of Council: Consider presented appointment. 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type:  City Council 

Meeting Date:  December 17, 2024 

 

Item Title: Stormwater Ordinance Re-Creation  

Submitted By: Mike Kornmann, Director of Community and Economic Development 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter:  The Plan Commission recommended approval of the storm 
water ordinance amendment.   

The revisions of the ordinance create more opportunities to address storm water tied to development.  
Currently, development impacting one acre or more is required to address storm water (DNR standard).  
The new ordinance creates new standards for development below one acre.   Furthermore, there are 
requirements also for redevelopment, however the requirements are less than those for new 
development.  The overall revision takes a proactive role in recognizing that all development regardless 
of size impacts storm water.   

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

 Storm water ordinance re-creation of Chapter 48 

 Storm Water Ordinance – Chapter 48 
 

Action Requested of Council:   Approval of the storm water ordinance. 

 

 

12

Item #3.



CHAPTER 48 POST-CONSTRUCTION STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 

 

Sec. 48-1. – Authority.   

 

(a) This chapter is adopted by the Common Council under the authority granted by 

§62.234, Wis. Stats. This chapter supersedes all provisions of an ordinance previously 

enacted under §62.23, Wis. Stats., that relate to stormwater management regulations. 

Except as otherwise specified in §62.234, Wis. Stats., §62.23, Wis. Stats., applies to 

this chapter and to any amendments to this chapter. 

(b) The provisions of this chapter are deemed not to limit any other lawful regulatory 

powers of the same governing body. 

(c) The Common Council hereby designates the administering authority to administer and 

enforce the provisions of this chapter. 

(d) The requirements of this chapter do not pre-empt more stringent stormwater 

management requirements that may be imposed by any of the following: 

(1) Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources administrative rules, permits or 

approvals including those authorized under §§281.16 and 283.33, Wis. Stats. 

(2) Targeted non-agricultural performance standards promulgated in rules by the 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources under §NR 151.004, Wis. Adm. 

Code. 

(3) Chapter 7-Subdivision Design and Improvements-Dodge County Land Use 

Code for lands of the city located in Dodge County.  

(4) Columbia County Land and Water Conservation Department standards for lands 

of the city located in Columbia County. 

 

Sec. 48-2. – Findings of Fact.   

 

The Common Council acknowledges that uncontrolled, post-construction runoff has a 

significant impact upon water resources and the health, safety and general welfare of the 

community and diminishes the public enjoyment and use of natural resources. Specifically, 

uncontrolled post-construction runoff can: 

 

(a) Reduce capacity of storm infrastructure to safely convey water through the city and 

increase flooding impacts to property, homes, parks and infrastructure.   

(b) Degrade physical stream habitat by increasing stream bank erosion, increasing 

streambed scour, diminishing groundwater recharge, diminishing stream base flows 

and increasing stream temperature. 

(c) Diminish the capacity of lakes, channels, creeks and streams to support fish, aquatic 

life, recreational and water supply uses by increasing pollutant loading of sediment, 

suspended solids, nutrients, heavy metals, bacteria, pathogens, and other urban 

pollutants. 

(d) Alter wetland communities by changing wetland hydrology and by increasing pollutant 

loads. 

(e) Reduce the quality of surface water and groundwater by increasing pollutant loading. 

(f) Threaten public health, safety, property and general welfare by overtaxing storm 
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sewers, drainage ways, and other minor drainage facilities. 

 

Sec. 48-3. – Purpose and Intent.   

 

(a) Purpose. The general purpose of this chapter is to establish long-term, post-

construction runoff management requirements that will diminish the threats to public 

health, safety, welfare, and the aquatic environment. Specific purposes are to: 

(1) Further the maintenance of safe and healthy conditions. 

(2) Prevent and control the adverse effects of stormwater; prevent and control soil 

erosion; prevent and control water pollution; protect spawning grounds, fish and 

aquatic life; control building sites, placement of structures and land uses; 

preserve ground cover and scenic beauty; and promote sound economic growth. 

(3) Control exceedance of the safe capacity of existing drainage facilities and 

receiving water bodies; prevent undue channel erosion; and control increases in 

the scouring and transportation of particulate matter. 

(4) Reduce flooding impacts throughout the city 

(5) Minimize the amount of pollutants discharged from the separate storm sewer to 

protect the waters of the state. 

(b) Intent. It is the intent of the Common Council that this chapter regulates post-

construction stormwater discharges to waters of the state. This chapter may be applied 

on a site-by-site basis. The Common Council recognizes, however, that the preferred 

method of achieving the stormwater performance standards set forth in this chapter is 

through the preparation and implementation of comprehensive, systems-level 

stormwater management plans that cover hydrologic units, such as watersheds, on a 

municipal and regional scale. Such plans may prescribe regional stormwater devices, 

practices, or systems, any of which may be designed to treat runoff from more than one 

site prior to discharge to waters of the state. Where such plans are in conformance with 

the performance standards developed under §281.16, Wis. Stats., for regional 

stormwater management measures and have been approved by the Common Council, 

it is the intent of this chapter that the approved stormwater management plan be used 

to identify post-construction management measures acceptable for the community. 

 

Sec. 48-4. – Applicability and Jurisdiction.  

 

(a) Applicability. 

(1) Except as provided under par. (2), this chapter applies to a post-construction site 

whereupon 20,000 sf or more of land disturbing construction activity occurs 

during construction, or the construction of the project results in an increase of 

7,500 square feet or more of added impervious area, whichever situation is more 

stringent. 

(2) A site that meets any of the criteria in this paragraph is exempt from the 

requirements of this chapter: 

a. A post-construction site with less than ten percent connected 

imperviousness, based on the area of land disturbance, provided the 

cumulative area of all impervious surfaces is less than 7,500 square feet. 
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However, the exemption of this paragraph does not include exemption 

from the protective area standard of this chapter. 

b. A regional stormwater facility has been previously approved and 

constructed that meets the requirements of this chapter with all site 

runoff for the proposed post-construction site directed to the regional 

facility.  If the regional facility does not meet the requirements of this 

chapter the difference in stormwater requirements for post-construction 

sites will be required for the proposed site.   

c. Agricultural facilities and practices. 

d. Underground utility construction, but does not include the construction 

of any above ground structures associated with utility construction. 

e. Routine maintenance for project sites that have no increase in impervious 

area.  Routine maintenance does not include installation of utilities or 

any subgrade alterations that include undercutting of subsoils, import or 

export of fill.  

f. Paving of a gravel surface or mill and overlay of a paved area with no 

alterations to the subgrade or increase of impervious areas. 

(3) Notwithstanding the applicability requirements in par. (2), this chapter applies 

to post-construction sites of any size that, as determined by the administering 

authority, are likely to result in runoff that exceeds the safe capacity of the 

existing drainage facilities or receiving body of water, causes undue channel 

erosion, or increases water pollution by scouring or the transportation of 

particulate matter. 

(b) Jurisdiction.  This chapter applies to post construction sites within the boundaries and 

jurisdiction of the City of Columbus. 

(c) Exclusions.  This chapter is not applicable to activities conducted by a state agency, as 

defined under §227.01(1), Wis. Stats. 

 

Sec. 48-5. – Definitions.    

 
(a) “Adequate sod, or self-sustaining vegetative cover” means maintenance of sufficient 

vegetation types and densities such that the physical integrity of the streambank or 

lakeshore is preserved. Self-sustaining vegetative cover includes grasses, forbs, sedges, 

and duff layers of fallen leaves and woody debris. 

(b) “Administering authority” means a governmental employee, or a regional planning 

commission empowered under §62.234, Wis. Stats., that is designated by the Common 

Council to administer this Chapter. 

(c) “Agricultural facilities and practices” has the meaning given in §281.16(1), Wis. Stats. 

(d) “Atlas 14” means the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 

Atlas 14 Precipitation-Frequency Atlas of the United States, Volume 8 (Midwestern 

States), published in 2013. 

(e) “Average annual rainfall” means a typical calendar year of precipitation as determined 

by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for users of models such as 

WinSLAMM, P8 or equivalent methodology. The average annual rainfall is chosen 

from a department publication for the location closest to the municipality. 
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(f) “Best management practice” or “BMP” means structural or non-structural measures, 

practices, techniques, or devices employed to avoid or minimize sediment or pollutants 

carried in runoff to waters of the state. 

(g) “Business day” means a day the office of the administering authority is routinely and 

customarily open for business. 

(h) “Cease and desist order” means a court-issued order to halt land disturbing construction 

activity that is being conducted without the required permit or in violation of a permit 

issued by the administering authority. 

(i) “Combined sewer system” means a system for conveying both sanitary sewage and 

stormwater runoff. 

(j) “Connected imperviousness” means an impervious surface connected to the waters of 

the state via a separate storm sewer, an impervious flow path, or a minimally pervious 

flow path. 

(k) “Design storm” means a hypothetical discrete rainstorm characterized by a specific 

duration, temporal distribution, rainfall intensity, return frequency and total depth of 

rainfall. 

(l) “Development” means residential, commercial, industrial, or institutional land uses and 

associated roads. 

(m) “Direct conduits to groundwater” means wells, sinkholes, swallets, fractured bedrock 

at the surface, mine shafts, non-metallic mines, tile inlets discharging to groundwater, 

quarries, or depressional groundwater recharge areas over shallow fractured bedrock. 

(n) “Division of land” means the creation from one parcel of two or more parcels or 

building sites in area where such creation occurs at one time or through the successive 

partition within a 5-year period. 

(o) “Drain Tile” means a pipe that is defined by SPS 321.17 

(p) “Effective infiltration area” means the area of the infiltration system that is used to 

infiltrate runoff and does not include the area used for site access, berms, or 

pretreatment. 

(q) “Erosion” means the process by which the land’s surface is worn away by the action of 

wind, water, ice or gravity. 

(r) “Exceptional resource waters” means waters listed in §NR 102.11, Wis. Adm. Code. 

(s) “Extraterritorial” means the unincorporated area within three miles of the corporate 

limits of a first-, second-, or third-class city, or within one and a half miles of a fourth-

class city or village. 

(t) “Filtering layer” means soil that has at least a 3-foot-deep layer with at least 20 percent 

fines; or at least a 5-foot-deep layer with at least 10 percent fines; or an engineered soil 

with an equivalent level of protection as determined by the regulatory authority for the 

site. 

(u) “Final stabilization” means that all land disturbing construction activities at the 

construction site have been completed and that a uniform perennial vegetative cover 

has been established with a density of at least 70 percent of the cover for the unpaved 

areas and areas not covered by permanent structures or that employ equivalent 

permanent stabilization measures. 

(v) “Financial guarantee” means a performance bond, maintenance bond, surety bond, 

irrevocable letter of credit, or similar guarantees submitted to the administering 
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authority by the responsible party to assure that requirements of the ordinance are 

carried out in compliance with the stormwater management plan. 

(w) “Governing body” means the City Council of the City of Columbus. 

(x) “Impervious surface” means an area that releases as runoff all or a large portion of the 

precipitation that falls on it, except for frozen soil. Rooftops, sidewalks, driveways, 

gravel or paved parking lots and streets are examples of areas that typically are 

impervious. 

(y) “In-fill” means an undeveloped area of land located within an existing urban area, 

surrounded by development or development and natural or man-made features where 

development cannot occur. 

(z) “Infiltration” means the entry of precipitation or runoff into or through the soil. 

(aa) “Infiltration system” means a device or practice such as a basin, trench, rain garden or 

swale designed specifically to encourage infiltration, but does not include natural 

infiltration in pervious surfaces such as lawns, redirecting of rooftop downspouts onto 

lawns or minimal infiltration from practices, such as swales or roadside channels 

designed for conveyance and pollutant removal only. 

(bb) “Land disturbing construction activity” means any man-made alteration of the land 

surface resulting in a change in the soil subgrade, topography or existing vegetative or 

non-vegetative soil cover, that may result in runoff and lead to an increase in soil 

erosion and movement of sediment into waters of the state. Land disturbing 

construction activity includes clearing and grubbing, demolition, excavating, pit trench 

dewatering, filling, and grading activities. 

(cc) “Land owner” means any person holding fee title or other interest in property, which 

allows the person to undertake any land disturbing or construction activity or 

maintenance of stormwater BMPs on the property. 

(dd) “Maintenance agreement” means a legal document that provides for long-term 

maintenance of stormwater management practices. 

(ee) “New development” means development resulting from the conversion of previously 

undeveloped land or agricultural land uses. 

(ff) “NRCS MSE3 or MSE4 distribution” means a specific precipitation distribution 

developed by the United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources 

Conservation Service, using precipitation data from Atlas 14. 

(gg) “Off-site” means located outside the property boundary described in the permit 

application. 

(hh) “On-site” means located within the property boundary described in the permit 

application. 

(ii) “Ordinary high-water mark” has the meaning given in §NR 115.03(6), Wis. Adm. 

Code. 

(jj) “Outstanding resource waters” means waters listed in §NR 102.10, Wis. Adm. Code. 

(kk) “Percent fines” means the percentage of a given sample of soil, which passes through 

a # 200 sieve. 

(ll) “Performance standard” means a narrative or measurable number specifying the 

minimum acceptable outcome for a facility or practice. 

(mm) “Permit” means a written authorization made by the administering authority to the 

applicant to conduct land disturbing construction activity or to discharge post-
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construction runoff from a parcel. 

(nn) “Permit administration fee” means a sum of money paid to the administering authority 

by the permit applicant for the purpose of recouping the expenses incurred by the 

authority in administering the permit. 

(oo) “Pervious surface” means an area that releases as runoff a small portion of the 

precipitation that falls on it. Lawns, gardens, parks, forests, or other similar vegetated 

areas are examples of surfaces that typically are pervious. 

(pp) “Pollutant” has the meaning given in §283.01(13), Wis. Stats. 

(qq) “Pollution” has the meaning given in §281.01(10), Wis. Stats. 

(rr) “Post-construction site” means a construction site following the completion of land 

disturbing construction activity and final site stabilization. 

(ss) “Pre-development condition” means the extent and distribution of land cover types 

present before the initiation of land disturbing construction activity, if all land uses prior 

to development activity are managed in an environmentally sound manner. 

(tt) “Preventive action limit” has the meaning given in §NR 140.05(17), Wis. Adm. Code. 

(uu) “Protective area” means an area of land that commences at the top of the channel of 

lakes, streams and rivers, or at the delineated boundary of wetlands, and that is the 

greatest of the following widths, as measured horizontally from the top of the channel 

or delineated wetland boundary to the closest impervious surface. 

(vv) “Redevelopment” means areas where development is replacing older development.  

Redevelopment is further defined as: 

• Construction, alteration or improvement exceeding 5,000 square feet of land 

disturbance performed on sites where the existing site is predominantly 

developed as commercial, industrial, institutional or multifamily residential uses 

and the creation or expansion of new impervious surface is more than 7,500 

square feet but does not exceed 20,000 square feet. 

• Should the site have more than 20,000 square feet or more of new impervious 

surface then the project will be a mix of new development and redevelopment 

with the first 12,500 square feet requiring treatment considered redevelopment 

and the excess considered new development. 

(ww) “Responsible party” means the landowner or any other entity performing services to 

meet the requirements of this chapter through a contract or other agreement.  

(xx) “Roof Drain Pipe” means a drain pipe installed either on the surface or underground 

that is connected to and receives water from the roof and or gutter system of a structure 

and discharges water from drain pipe.  

(yy) “Runoff” means stormwater or precipitation including rain, snow or ice melt or similar 

water that moves on the land surface via sheet or channelized flow. 

(zz) “Separate storm sewer” means a conveyance or system of conveyances including roads 

with drainage systems, streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, constructed 

channels or storm drains, which meets all of the following criteria: 

• Is designed or used for collecting water or conveying runoff. 

• Is not part of a combined sewer system. 

• Is not part of a publicly owned wastewater treatment works that provides 

secondary or more stringent treatment. 

• Discharges directly or indirectly to waters of the state. 
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(aaa) “Silviculture activity” means activities including tree nursery operations, tree 

harvesting operations, reforestation, tree thinning, prescribed burning, and pest and fire 

control. Clearing and grubbing of an area of a construction site is not a silviculture 

activity. 

(bbb) “Site” means the entire area included in the legal description of the land on which the 

land disturbing construction activity occurred. 

(ccc) “Stop work order” means an order issued by the administering authority which requires 

that all construction activity on the site be stopped. 

(ddd) “Storm Events” mean the precipitation amounts that occur over a 24-hour period that 

have a specified recurrence interval for Columbia County, Wisconsin. For example, 

one-year, two-year, 10-year, and 100-year storm events mean the precipitation amounts 

that occur over a 24-hour period that have a recurrence interval of 1, 2, 10,  and 100 

years, respectively. The amounts associated with these events are further defined as 

follows: 

• 1-year, 24-hour storm event = 2.43 inches over 24 hours duration using the 

MSE4 NRCS Rainfall Distribution. 

• 2-year, 24-hour storm event = 2.76 inches over 24 hours duration using the 

MSE4 NRCS Rainfall Distribution. 

• 5-year, 24-hour storm event = 3.38 inches over 24 hours duration using the 

MSE4 NRCS Rainfall Distribution. 

• 10-year, 24-hour storm event = 3.96 inches over 24 hours duration using the 

MSE4 NRCS Rainfall Distribution. 

• 25-year, 24-hour storm event = 4.88 inches over 24 hours duration using the 

MSE4 NRCS Rainfall Distribution. 

• 50-year, 24-hour storm event = 5.66 inches over 24 hours duration using the 

MSE4 NRCS Rainfall Distribution. 

• 100-year, 24-hour storm event = 6.52 inches over 24 hours duration using the 

MSE4 NRCS Rainfall Distribution. 

(eee) “Stormwater management plan” means a comprehensive plan designed to reduce the 

discharge of pollutants from stormwater, after the site has undergone final stabilization, 

following completion of the construction activity. 

(fff) “Stormwater management system plan” is a comprehensive plan designed to reduce the 

discharge of runoff and pollutants from hydrologic units on a regional or municipal 

scale. 

(ggg) “Technical standard” means a document that specifies design, predicted performance 

and operation and maintenance specifications for a material, device or method. 

(hhh) “Top of the channel” means an edge, or point on the landscape landward from the 

ordinary high- water mark of a surface water of the state, where the slope of the land 

begins to be less than 12 percent continually for at least 50 feet. If the slope of the land 

is 12 percent or less continually for the initial 50 feet landward from the ordinary high-

water mark, the top of the channel is the ordinary high-water mark. 

(iii) “Total maximum daily load” or “TMDL” means the amount of pollutants specified as 

a function of one or more water quality parameters, that can be discharged per day into 

a water quality limited segment and still ensure attainment of the applicable water 

quality standard. 
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(jjj) “TP-40“ means Technical Paper No. 40, Rainfall Frequency Atlas of the United States, 

published in 1961. 

(kkk) “TR-55” means the United States department of agriculture, natural resources 

conservation service (previously soil conservation service), Urban Hydrology for Small 

Watersheds, Second Edition, Technical Release 55, June 1986, which is incorporated 

by reference for this chapter. 

(lll) “Transportation facility” means a highway, a railroad, a public mass transit facility, a 

public-use airport, a public trail, or any other public work for transportation purposes 

such as harbor improvements under §85.095(1)(b), Wis. Stats. “Transportation facility” 

does not include building sites for the construction of public buildings and buildings 

that are places of employment that are regulated by the Department pursuant to 

§281.33, Wis. Stats. 

(mmm) “TSS” means total suspended solids. 

(nnn) “Type II distribution” means a rainfall type curve as established in the “United States 

Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service, Technical Paper 149, published 

in 1973”. 

(ooo) “Waters of the state” includes all lakes, bays, rivers, streams, springs, ponds, wells, 

impounding reservoirs, marshes, watercourses, drainage systems and other surface 

water or groundwater, natural or artificial, public or private, within this state or its 

jurisdiction. 

 

Sec. 48-6. – Technical Standards.  

 

The following methods shall be used in designing the water quality, peak discharge, 

and infiltration components of stormwater practices needed to meet the water quality standards 

of this chapter: 

 

(a) Consistent with the technical standards identified, developed or disseminated by the 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources under subchapter V of chapter NR 151, 

Wis. Adm. Code. 

(b) Where technical standards have not been identified or developed by the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources, other technical standards may be used provided that 

the methods have been approved by the administering authority. 

(c) When designing any BMP within the City of Columbus for the purposes of satisfying 

the peak discharge, water quality, or infiltration requirements of this ordinance, at a 

minimum, the Post-Construction and Construction Technical Standards of the WDNR 

Technical Standards must be followed. 

(d) All work that occurs in the City of Columbus right of way or public lands shall follow 

the City of Columbus technical standards as set forth in the City Code of Ordinances.  

 

Sec. 48-7. – Performance Standards.    

 

(a) Responsible Party.  The responsible party shall comply with this section. 

(b) Stormwater Management Plan.  A written stormwater management plan in 

accordance with Sec. 48-9 shall be developed and implemented for each post-
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construction redevelopment or new development or combination of development types 

for the site. 

(c) Maintenance of Effort.  For redevelopment sites where the redevelopment will be 

replacing older existing development that was subject to post-construction performance 

standards of NR 151 in effect on or after October 1, 2004, the responsible party shall 

meet the total suspended solids reduction, peak flow control, infiltration, and protective 

areas standards applicable to the older development or meet the redevelopment 

standards of this chapter, whichever is more stringent. 

(d) Requirements.  The stormwater management plan required under sub. (2) shall include 

the following: 

(1) Total Suspended Solids.  BMPs shall be designed, installed and maintained to 

control total suspended solids carried in runoff from the post-construction site 

as follows: 

a. BMPs shall be designed in accordance with Table 1. or to the maximum 

extent practicable as provided in subd. 2. The design shall be based on 

an average annual rainfall, as compared to no runoff management 

controls. 

 

Table 1. TSS Reduction Standards 

Development Type TSS Reduction 

New Development 80 percent 

In-fill development 80 percent 

Redevelopment 60 percent of load from all impervious areas 

defined as redevelopment. 

 

b. Off-Site Drainage. When designing BMPs, runoff draining to the BMP 

from off- site shall be taken into account in determining the treatment 

efficiency of the practice. Any impact on the efficiency shall be 

compensated for by increasing the size of the BMP accordingly to meet 

the requirements in table 1. 

c. This shall require the use of a continuous model such as WinSLAMM, 

or approved equivalent, and the use of approved grain size distribution 

curves and rainfall data. 

d. For redevelopment by design, reduce by 60% of the TSS loads leaving 

the redeveloped site based on average annual rainfall, as compared to no 

runoff management controls. 

(2) Peak Discharge – New Development and Infill Development. 

a. By design, BMPs shall be employed to maintain or reduce the 1-year, 2-

year, 10-year, and 100-year, 24-hour post-construction peak runoff 

discharge rates to the 1- year, 2-year, 10-year, and 100-year, 24-hour pre-

development peak runoff discharge rates respectively.  In addition 

development shall reduce the 25-year, 24-hour post construction peak 

runoff to be at or below the 5-year, 24-hour pre development peak runoff 

rate. The runoff curve numbers in Table 2. shall be used to represent the 
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actual pre-development conditions. At a minimum the peak discharges 

shall be calculated using TR-55 runoff curve number methodology, Atlas 

14 precipitation depths, and the appropriate NRCS soil parameters for 

the site. 

 

Wisconsin MSE4 precipitation distribution.  

 

 

Table 2. Maximum Pre-Development Runoff Curve Numbers 

Runoff Curve 

Number 

Hydrologic Soil 

Group 

 A B C D 

Woodland 30 55 70 77 

Grassland 39 61 71 78 

Cropland 51 68 78 83 

 

2. Off-Site Drainage. When designing BMPs, runoff draining to the BMP 

from off- site shall be taken into account in determining the treatment 

capacity of the practice. Off-site drainage shall be compensated for by 

designing the size of the BMP safely pass the off-site runoff through 

BMP without reduction of peak runoff for only the off-site portion.   

3. Discharge points from peak runoff drainage exiting BMPs shall not 

concentrate flow that cause adverse impacts to adjacent property.  All 

exiting storm water will be required to be dissipated or dispersed in a 

manner that is equal to or less than preexisting conditions.   

4. Uncontrolled or untreated runoff from a new development site can not 

exceed 10 percent of the total increase in runoff regardless if standards 

are met for this chapter. 

(3) Peak Discharge – Redevelopment. 

a. By design, BMPs shall be employed to reduce the 10-year; 24-hour post-

construction peak runoff discharge rates by 50% as compared to the 

existing conditions for the entire parcel prior to redevelopment.  

b. Redevelopment standards for peak discharge shall apply for any 

redevelopment and shall comply with Sec. 48-7(d)(2) b and c.    

c. Resurfacing of a parking lot is not considered redevelopment for the 

purpose of this ordinance, nor is pulverizing and overlay of bituminous 

pavement. However, if the base course (granular material below 

pavement) is disturbed, the resurfacing shall be considered 

redevelopment. 

(4) Infiltration.   

a. Best Management Practices. BMPs shall be designed, installed, and 

maintained to infiltrate runoff in accordance with the following: 

1. Low imperviousness. For development up to 40 percent 
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connected imperviousness, such as parks, cemeteries, and low-

density residential development, infiltrate sufficient runoff 

volume so that the post-development infiltration volume shall be 

at least 90 percent of the pre-development infiltration volume, 

based on an average annual rainfall. However, when designing 

appropriate infiltration systems to meet this requirement, no more 

than one percent of the post-construction site is required as an 

effective infiltration area. 

2. Moderate imperviousness. For development with more than 

40% and up to 80% connected imperviousness, such as medium 

and high density residential, multi-family development, industrial 

and institutional development, and office parks, infiltrate 

sufficient runoff volume so that the post-development infiltration 

volume shall be at least 75% of the pre-development infiltration 

volume, based on an average annual rainfall. However, when 

designing appropriate infiltration systems to meet this 

requirement, no more than 2% of the post-construction site is 

required as an effective infiltration area. 

3. High imperviousness. For development with more than 80% 

connected imperviousness, such as commercial strip malls, 

shopping centers, and commercial downtowns, infiltrate 

sufficient runoff volume so that the post-development infiltration 

volume shall be at least 60% of the pre-development infiltration 

volume, based on an average annual rainfall. However, when 

designing appropriate infiltration systems to meet this 

requirement, no more than 2% of the post-construction site is 

required as an effective infiltration area. 

b. Pre-development. The pre-development condition shall be the same as 

specified in Table 2 of the Peak Discharge section of this ordinance. 

c. Source Areas. 
1. Prohibitions. Runoff from the following areas may not be 

infiltrated and may not qualify as contributing to meeting the 

requirements of this section unless demonstrated to meet the 

conditions identified in Sec. 48-7(d)(3)f: 

i. Areas associated with a tier 1 industrial facility identified 

in §NR 216.21(2)(a), including storage, loading, and 

parking. Rooftops may be infiltrated with the concurrence 

of the administering authority. 

ii. Storage and loading areas of a tier 2 industrial facility 

identified in §NR 216.21(2)(b). 

iii. Fueling and vehicle maintenance areas. Runoff from 

rooftops of fueling and vehicle maintenance areas may be 

infiltrated with the concurrence of the administering 

authority. 

2. Exemptions. Runoff from the following areas may be credited 
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toward meeting the requirement when infiltrated: 

i. Parking areas and access roads less than 7,500 square feet 

for commercial development. 

ii. Parking areas and access roads less than 7,500 square feet 

for industrial development not subject to the Prohibitions 

under par a. 

iii. Except as provided under Sec. 48-7(c), redevelopment of 

post-construction sites. 

iv. In-fill development areas less than 1 acre. 

d. Location of Practices. 

1. Prohibitions. Infiltration practices may not be located in the 

following areas: 

i. Areas within 1000 feet upgradient or within 100 feet 

downgradient of direct conduits to groundwater. 

ii. Areas within 400 feet of a community water system well 

as specified in §NR 811.16(4) or within the separation 

distances listed in §NR. 812.08 for any private well or 

non-community well for runoff infiltrated from 

commercial, including multi-family residential, industrial 

and institutional land uses or regional devices for one- and 

two-family residential development. 

iii. Areas where contaminants of concern, as defined in §NR 

720.03(2), are present in the soil through which 

infiltration will occur. 

2. Separation distances. 

i. Infiltration practices shall be located so that the 

characteristics of the soil and the separation distance 

between the bottom of the infiltration system and the 

elevation of seasonal high groundwater or the top of 

bedrock are in accordance with Table 3: 

 

Table 3. Separation Distances and Soil Characteristics 

Source Area Separation Distance to 

groundwater or 

bedrock 

Soil Characteristics 

Industrial, Commercial, 

Institutional Parking Lots and 

Roads 

5 feet or more Filtering Layer 

   

Roofs Draining to Subsurface 

Infiltration Practices 

 

1 foot or more 

Native or Engineered 

Soil with Particles 

Finer than Coarse 

Sand 
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ii. Notwithstanding par. 2., applicable requirements for 

injection wells classified under ch. NR 815 shall be 

followed. 

3. Infiltration rate exemptions. Infiltration practices located in the 

following areas may be credited toward meeting the requirements 

under the following conditions, but the decision to infiltrate under 

these conditions is not required: 

i. Where the infiltration rate of the soil measured at the 

proposed bottom of the infiltration system is less than 0.6 

inches per hour using a field test method and the least 

permeable soil horizon to 5 feet below the proposed 

bottom of the infiltration system is less than required 

infiltration rate. 

ii. Alternate Use. Where alternate uses of storm water runoff 

are employed, such as for toilet flushing, laundry, or 

irrigation or storage on green roofs where an equivalent 

portion of the runoff is permanently captured permanently 

such alternate use shall be given equal credit toward the 

infiltration volume required by this section. 

e. Groundwater Standards. 

1. Infiltration systems designed in accordance with this section shall 

minimize the level of pollutants infiltrating to groundwater and 

shall maintain compliance with the preventive action limit at a 

point of standards application in accordance with ch. NR 140. 

However, if site specific information indicates that compliance 

with a preventive action limit is not achievable, the infiltration 

BMP may not be installed or shall be modified to prevent 

infiltration.  

2. Notwithstanding par. 1., the discharge from BMPs shall remain 

below the enforcement standard at the time of application. 

f. Pretreatment. Before infiltrating runoff, pretreatment shall be required 

for parking lot runoff and for runoff from new road construction in 

commercial, industrial and institutional areas that will enter an 

infiltration system. The pretreatment shall be designed to protect the 

infiltration system from clogging prior to scheduled maintenance and to 

protect groundwater quality in accordance with subd. e. Pretreatment 

options may include, but are not limited to, oil and grease separation, 

sedimentation, biofiltration, filtration, swales or filter strips. 

g. Redevelopment standards for infiltration shall apply for any 

   

All Other Impervious Source Areas 3 feet or more Filtering Layer 

25

Item #3.



14 
 

redevelopment site that increases impervious area by 7,500 square feet.   

(5) Protective Areas. 

a. Definition. In this section, “protective area” means an area of land that 

commences at the top of the channel of lakes, streams and rivers, or at 

the delineated boundary of wetlands, and that is the greatest of the 

following widths, as measured horizontally from the top of the channel 

or delineated wetland boundary to the closest impervious surface. 

However, in this section, “protective area” does not include any area of 

land adjacent to any stream enclosed within a pipe or culvert, so that 

runoff cannot enter the enclosure at this location. 

1. For outstanding resource waters and exceptional resource waters, 

75 feet. 

2. For perennial and intermittent streams identified on a U.S. 

Geological Survey 7.5-minute series topographic map, or a 

county soil survey map, whichever is more current, 50 feet. 

3. For lakes, 50 feet. 

4. For wetlands not subject to par. 5. or 6., 50 feet. 

5. For highly susceptible wetlands, 75 feet. Highly susceptible 

wetlands include the following types: calcareous fens, sedge 

meadows, open and coniferous bogs, low prairies, coniferous 

swamps, lowland hardwood swamps, and ephemeral ponds. 

6. For less susceptible wetlands, 10 percent of the average wetland 

width, but no less than 10 feet nor more than 30 feet. Less 

susceptible wetlands include degraded wetland dominated by 

invasive species such as reed canary grass; cultivated hydric soils; 

and any gravel pits, or dredged material or fill material disposal 

sites that take on the attributes of a wetland. 

7. In pars. 4. to 6., determinations of the extent of the protective area 

adjacent to wetlands shall be made on the basis of the sensitivity 

and runoff susceptibility of the wetland in accordance with the 

standards and criteria in §NR 103.03. 

8. Wetland boundary delineation shall be made in accordance with 

§NR. 103.08(1m). This paragraph does not apply to wetlands that 

have been filled in compliance with all applicable state and 

federal regulations. The protective area for wetlands that have 

been partially filled in compliance with all applicable state and 

federal regulations shall be measured from the wetland boundary 

delineation after a fill has been placed. Where there is a legally 

authorized wetland fill, the protective area standard need not be 

met in that location. 

9. For concentrated flow channels with drainage areas greater than 

10 acres, 10 feet. 

10. Notwithstanding pars. 1. to 9., the greatest protective area width 

shall apply where rivers, streams, lakes and wetlands are 

contiguous. 
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b. Applicability. This section applies to post-construction sites located 

within a protective area, except those areas exempted pursuant to subd. 

d. 

c. Requirements. The following requirements shall be met: 

1. Impervious surfaces shall be kept out of the protective area 

entirely. If there is no practical alternative to locating an 

impervious surface in the protective area, the stormwater 

management plan shall contain a written, site-specific 

explanation. 

2. Where land disturbing construction activity occurs within a 

protective area, adequate sod or self-sustaining vegetative cover 

of 70% or greater shall be established and maintained where no 

impervious surface is present. The adequate sod or self-sustaining 

vegetative cover shall be sufficient to provide for bank stability, 

maintenance of fish habitat, and filtering of pollutants from 

upslope overland flow areas under sheet flow conditions. Non-

vegetative materials, such as rock riprap, may be employed on the 

bank as necessary to prevent erosion such as on steep slopes or 

where high velocity flows occur. 

3. BMPs such as filter strips, swales, or wet detention ponds, that 

are designed to control pollutants from non-point sources, may be 

located in the protective area. 

d. Exemptions. This section does not apply to any of the following: 

1. Except as provided under Sec. 48-7(c), redevelopment of post-

construction sites. 

2. In-fill development areas less than 1 acre. 

3. Structures that cross or access surface water such as boat 

landings, bridges, and culverts. 

(6) Fueling and Maintenance Areas.  Fueling and vehicle maintenance areas shall 

have BMPs designed, installed, and maintained to remove petroleum within 

runoff, so that the runoff that enters waters of the state contains no visible 

petroleum sheen. Fueling areas shall meet all containment requirements of local, 

state and federal requirements.  

(7) Swale Treatment for Transportation Facilities.   

a. Requirement. Except as provided in subd. b., transportation facilities 

that use swales for runoff conveyance and pollutant removal are exempt 

from the requirements of local ordinance requirements for peak flow 

control, total suspended solids control, and infiltration, if the swales are 

designed to do all the following: 

1. Swales shall be vegetated. However, where appropriate, non-

vegetative measures may be employed to prevent erosion or 

provide for runoff treatment, such as rock riprap stabilization or 

check dams. 

2. Swales shall comply with sections V.D. (Velocity and Depth) and 

V.E. (Swale Geometry Criteria) with a swale treatment length if 
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that specified in section V.H. (Pre-Treatment) of the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources technical standard 1005 

“Vegetated Infiltration Swales”, dated December 2017, or a 

superseding document.  

b. Other requirements. 

1. Notwithstanding subd. 1., the administering authority may, 

consistent with water quality standards, require that other 

requirements, in addition to swale treatment, be met on a 

transportation facility with an average daily traffic rate greater 

than 2,500 and where the initial surface water of the state that the 

runoff directly enters is one of the following: 

i. An outstanding resource water. 

ii. An exceptional resource water. 

iii. Waters listed in section 303 (d) of the Federal Clean 

Water Act are identified as impaired in whole or in part, 

due to non-point source impacts. 

iv. Water where targeted performance standards are 

developed pursuant to §NR 151.004, Wis. Adm. 

Code. 

(8) Drain Tile or Roof Drain Pipe.  Prior to any installation of drain tile or roof 

drain pipe within the City of Columbus, plans for the drain tile or roof drain pipe 

construction, along with any relevant design data, must be submitted to the 

administering authority for review and approval as applicable to the 

requirements of this chapter.   

1. Drain Tile or roof drain pipe discharges are not to occur within fifteen 

feet of a property line. 

2. Drain Tile or roof drain pipe discharges are not to occur within fifteen 

feet of the road or street right-of-way. 

(9) Sump Pump Discharges.  Sump pump discharges are to follow these 

requirements: 

1. Sump pump discharges are not to occur within fifteen feet of a property 

line. 

2. Sump pump discharges are not to occur within fifteen feet of the road or 

street right-of-way. 

3. If storm sewer laterals are present, sump pump discharges shall be 

connected to the storm sewer laterals, if storm sewer or storm sewer 

lateral are not available, sump pump discharges to storm sewer are not 

required. 

4. Direct connections to the curb are not allowed. 

5. If storm inlet is located near the property a direct connection may be 

allowed by stormwater permit approval and by obtaining a work in right 

of way permit.   

6. No sump pump discharge shall cause a nuisance or public safety issues 

in the public right of way. 

7. A nuisance shall include but not be limited to discharging pumped water 
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directly onto sidewalk or driveway apron or causing discharge water to 

run directly over sidewalk or down driveway apron into the street curb 

and gutter.  

(10) Oil and Grease Control.  For new development or redevelopment sites that 

include commercial or industrial land uses and all other land uses where the 

potential for pollution by oil and/or grease exists, the first one-half inches of 

runoff will be treated using oil and grease removal technology available at the 

time of development. Specifically, oil and grease removal shall be required for:  

a. All parking facilities exposed to the elements that have a cumulative 

number of parking stalls greater than or equal to 25.   

b. Sites with exposed drive-up windows or any other sites deemed high 

potential for oil and grease deposition by the administering authority 

shall also receive treatment regardless of parking stall number for areas 

directly related to the travel path of the drive through window lane or 

lanes. 

c. Oil and grease requirements shall apply to any commercial or industrial 

areas that we not paved areas that are improved to paved areas.   

d. Paved outdoor storage areas that are in excess of 4,000 square feet. 

(11) Driveway Culvert Construction.  For any projects where an existing driveway 

culvert is being replaced with a new driveway culvert, the new driveway culvert 

at a minimum shall be of the same size as the original culvert.  Acceptable 

driveway culvert materials are Reinforced Concrete, Corrugated Metal Pipe, 

ADS Pipe, or approved equal. Any culverts replaced in the right of way will be 

required to be Reinforced Concrete Pipe unless approved otherwise by the 

administering authority.   Any work including the provision of an in-kind or new 

driveway culvert will require a driveway permit through the City of Columbus.  

For any work requiring a new driveway culvert that is not in-kind, or any new 

culvert not in-kind, the submission of calculations showing that the culverts are 

sized properly and not creating erosive velocities for flooding of subject parcel 

or adjacent parcels will be required by of the City of Columbus. 

(12) Drainage Culvert Construction.  For any culvert located in a channel, swale, 

creek, stream other water feature a determination of the required permitting 

process will be required. Applicant shall follow all requirements for local, state, 

federal permitting related to shoreland zoning, wetlands, navigable water way 

requirements. Hydraulic design of all pipes and culverts will be required along 

with any required approved permits prior to start of construction.     

(13) Channels / Swales.  Where open channels are utilized in either the minor or 

major drainage system, they shall be designed so as to minimize maintenance 

requirements and maximize safety. For any new or redesign of existing channels 

or swales the requirements shall include the following: 

a. In drainageways and drainageway easements, accumulations 

of water shall not inundate beyond the limits of the drainageway 

or drainageway easement.  Hydraulic analysis will be required 

with design submittal 

b. Easements will be required for any channel or swale design that 
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carries runoff across a property, easement shall be created at 

adequate size to provide adequate size to allow maintenance.   

c. Slopes and bottoms of channel / swale shall be designed to be 

stable and minimize erosion.  

(e) General Considerations for Stormwater Management Measures.  The following 

considerations shall be observed in on-site and off-site runoff management: 

(1) Natural topography and land cover features such as natural swales, natural 

depressions, native soil infiltrating capacity, and natural groundwater recharge 

areas shall be preserved and used to meet the requirements of this section. 

(2) Emergency overland flow for all stormwater facilities shall be provided to 

prevent exceeding the safe capacity of downstream drainage facilities and 

prevent endangerment of downstream property or public safety. 

(3) Flow Impedance in Stormwater Management Easements/Drainageways.  
Flow within easements dedicated for the drainage/conveyance of stormwater 

runoff shall be maintained by the land owner of said drainage so as not impede 

flow causing potential flooding to neighboring properties.  Failure to ensure that 

these drainageways are maintained and free of debris will result in fines from 

the administering authority.  If costs are incurred by the city for any maintenance 

or removal of obstructions performed, the land owner will reimburse the city 

accordingly. If the land owner does not reimburse the City of Columbus for all 

costs incurred for such corrective action, the City shall place the amount due on 

the tax rolls and collect the money as a special charge against the property 

pursuant to ch. 66.0627, Wis. Stats. and all applicable city ordinances. 

(4) Master Grading Plans for Developments.  If a Master Grading Plan exists for 

any development within the City of Columbus, whether it be for a residential, 

commercial, or industrial development, no one, including a builder or 

landscaper shall deviate from the intended drainage within the master plan on 

record.  Drainage patterns must be maintained as intended and flow is not to be 

impeded.  If proposed drainage is disrupted, impeded, or filled in, the city will 

require that the builder, landscaper, or developer remove the impedance and fix 

the situation so that the intended drainage is re-established.  If costs are incurred 

by the city for any maintenance or removal of obstructions performed, the 

responsible party will reimburse the city accordingly. If the responsible party 

does not reimburse the City of Columbus for all costs incurred for such 

corrective action, the City shall place the amount due on the tax rolls and collect 

the money as a special charge against the property pursuant to ch. 66.0627, Wis. 

Stats. and all applicable city ordinances. 

(f) BMP Location.   

(1) To comply with the performance standards required under Sec. 48-7 of this 

chapter, BMPs may be located on-site or off-site as part of a regional stormwater 

device, practice, or system, but shall be installed in accordance with §NR 

151.003, Wis. Adm. Code. 

(2) The administering authority may approve off-site management measures if all 

of the following conditions are met: 

a. The administrating authority determines that the post-construction 
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runoff is covered by a stormwater management system plan that is 

approved by the City of Columbus and that contains management 

requirements consistent with the purpose and intent of this chapter. 

b. The off-site facility meets all the following conditions: 

1. The facility is in place. 

2. The facility is designed and adequately sized to provide a level 

of stormwater control equal to or greater than that which would 

be afforded by on-site practices meeting the performance 

standards of this ordinance. 

3. The facility has a legally obligated entity responsible for its 

long-term operation and maintenance. 

(3) Where a regional treatment option exists such that the administering authority 

exempts the applicant from all or part of the on-site stormwater management 

requirements, the applicant shall be required to pay a fee as required by the 

permit application and any permits applicable to the proposed development shall 

be obtained to document how the property meets requirements of this chapter.  

(g) Additional Requirements. The administering authority may establish stormwater 

management requirements more stringent than those set forth in this ordinance if the 

administering authority determines that the requirements are needed to control 

stormwater quantity or control flooding, comply with federally approved total 

maximum daily load requirements, or control pollutants associated with existing 

development or redevelopment. 

 

Sec. 48-8. – Permitting Requirements, Procedures and Fees.  

 

(a) Permit Required. No responsible party may undertake a land disturbing construction 

activity that requires storm water management without receiving a post-construction 

runoff permit from the administering authority prior to commencing the proposed 

activity. 

(b) Permit Application and Fees. Unless specifically excluded by this chapter, any 

responsible party desiring a permit shall submit to the administering authority a permit 

application on a form provided by the administering authority for that purpose. 

(1) Unless otherwise excluded by this chapter, a permit application must be 

accompanied by a stormwater management plan, site plan and specifications 

and a maintenance agreement and a non-refundable permit fee. 

(2) The stormwater management plan shall be prepared to meet the requirements of 

Sec. 48-7 and Sec. 48-9, the maintenance agreement shall be prepared to meet 

the requirements of Sec. 48-10, the financial guarantee shall meet the 

requirements of Sec. 48-11, and fees shall be those established by the Common 

Council as set forth in Sec. 48-12. 

(c) Permit Application Review and Approval.  The administering authority shall review 

any permit application that is submitted with a stormwater management plan, site plan 

and specifications and maintenance agreement, and the required fee. The following 

approval procedure shall be used: 

(1) Within fifteen business days of the receipt of a complete permit application, 
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including all items as required by sub. (b), the administering authority shall 

inform the applicant whether the application, stormwater management plan and 

maintenance agreement are approved or disapproved based on the requirements 

of this ordinance. 

(2) If the stormwater permit application, stormwater management plan, site plan 

and specifications and maintenance agreement are approved the administering 

authority shall issue the permit. 

(3) If the stormwater permit application, stormwater management plan or 

maintenance agreement is disapproved, the administering authority shall detail 

in writing the reasons for disapproval. 

(4) The administering authority may request additional information from the 

applicant. If additional information is submitted, the administering authority 

shall have ten business days from the date the additional information is received 

to inform the applicant that the stormwater management plan and maintenance 

agreement are either approved or disapproved. 

(5) Failure by the administering authority to inform the permit applicant of a 

decision within fifteen business days of a required submittal of (1) or (4) shall 

be deemed to mean approval of the submittal and the applicant may proceed as 

if a permit had been issued. 

(d) Permit Requirements. All permits issued under this ordinance shall be subject to the 

following conditions, and holders of permits issued under this ordinance shall be 

deemed to have accepted these conditions. The administering authority may suspend or 

revoke a permit for violation of a permit condition, following written notification of the 

responsible party. An action by the administering authority to suspend or revoke this 

permit may be appealed in accordance with Sec. 48-14. 

(1) Compliance with this permit does not relieve the responsible party of the 

responsibility to comply with other applicable federal, state, and local laws and 

regulations. 

(2) The responsible party shall design and install all structural and non-structural 

stormwater management measures in accordance with the approved stormwater 

management plan and the permit. 

(3) The owner of a Stormwater BMP is required to submit an annual certification 

letter, after the BMP is constructed.  This letter is required to assure the 

administering authority that the BMP has been designed and is performing 

consistent with the intended design.  Upon completion of all required 

stormwater BMPs the responsibility party will submit notice to the 

administering authority that includes a letter informing the City of Columbus 

that all measures were installed as permitted and an as-built plan of all features, 

including but not limited to topography and surveyed elevations of any 

structures or appurtenances, along with the installed design and any revision the 

Stormwater Management Plan for the development caused by as built 

conditions.   

(4) The responsible party shall notify the administering authority at least three 

business days before commencing any work in conjunction with the stormwater 

management plan, and within fifteen business days upon completion of the 
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stormwater management practices. If required as a special condition under sub. 

(e), the responsible party shall make additional notification according to a 

schedule set forth by the administering authority so that practice installations 

can be inspected during construction. 

(5) Practice installations required as part of this ordinance shall be certified “as 

built” or “record” drawings by a licensed professional engineer. Completed 

stormwater management practices must pass a final inspection by the 

administering authority or its designee to determine if they are in accordance 

with the approved stormwater management plan and this chapter. The 

administering authority shall notify the responsible party in writing of any 

changes required in such practices to bring them into compliance with the 

conditions of this permit. 

(6) The responsible party shall notify the administering authority of any significant 

modifications it intends to make to an approved stormwater management plan. 

The administering authority may require that the proposed modifications be 

submitted to it for approval prior to incorporation into the stormwater 

management plan and execution by the responsible party. 

(7) The responsible party shall maintain all stormwater management practices in 

accordance with the stormwater management plan until the practices either 

become the responsibility of the City of Columbus or are transferred to 

subsequent private owners as specified in the approved maintenance agreement. 

(8) The responsible party authorizes the administering authority to perform any 

work or operations necessary to bring stormwater management measures into 

conformance with the approved stormwater management plan, and consents to 

a special assessment or charge against the property as authorized under subch. 

VII of ch. 66, Wis. Stats., or to charging such costs against the financial 

guarantee posted under Sec. 48-11. 

(9) If so directed by the administering authority, the responsible party shall repair 

at the responsible party's own expense all damage to adjoining municipal 

facilities and drainage ways caused by runoff, where such damage is caused by 

activities that are not in compliance with the approved stormwater management 

plan. 

(10) The responsible party shall permit property access to the administering authority 

or its designee for the purpose of inspecting the property for compliance with 

the approved stormwater management plan and this permit. 

(11) Where site development or redevelopment involves changes in direction, 

increases in peak rate and/or total volume of runoff from a site, the administering 

authority may require the responsible party to make appropriate legal 

arrangements with affected land owners concerning the prevention of 

endangerment to property or public safety. 

(12) The responsible party is subject to the enforcement actions and penalties 

detailed in Sec. 48-13, if the responsible party fails to comply with the terms of 

this permit. 

(e) Permit Conditions.  Permits issued under this subsection may include conditions 

established by administering authority in addition to the requirements needed to meet 
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the performance standards in Sec. 48-7 or a financial guarantee as provided for in Sec. 

48-11. 

(f) Permit Duration.  Permits issued under this section shall be valid from the date of 

issuance through the date the administering authority notifies the responsible party that 

all stormwater management practices have passed the final inspection required under 

sub. (d)(4). 

 

Sec. 48-9. – Stormwater Management Plan.   

 

(a) Stormwater Management Plan Requirements.  The stormwater management plan 

required under Sec. 48-7(b) shall contain at a minimum the following information: 

(1) Name, address, and telephone number for the following or their designees: land 

owner; developer; project engineer for practice design and certification; 

person(s) responsible for installation of stormwater management practices; and 

person(s) responsible for maintenance of stormwater management practices 

prior to the transfer, if any, of maintenance responsibility to another party. 

(2) A proper legal description of the property proposed to be developed, referenced 

to the U.S. Public Land Survey system or to block and lot numbers within a 

recorded land subdivision plat. 

(3) Pre-development site conditions, including: 

a. One or more site maps at a scale of not less than 1-inch equals 40 feet. 

The site maps shall show the following: site location and legal property 

description; predominant soil types and hydrologic soil groups; existing 

cover type and condition; topographic contours of the site at a scale not 

to exceed one foot; topography and drainage network including enough 

of the contiguous properties to show runoff patterns onto, through and 

from the site; watercourses that may affect or be affected by runoff from 

the site; flow path and direction for all stormwater conveyance sections; 

watershed boundaries and subcatchment areas used in hydrology 

determinations to show compliance with performance standards; lakes, 

streams, wetlands, channels, ditches, and other watercourses on and 

immediately adjacent to the site; limits of the 100 year floodplain; 

location of wells and wellhead protection areas covering the project area 

and delineated pursuant to §NR 811.16, Wis. Adm. Code. 

b. Hydraulic, Hydrology and pollutant loading computations as needed to 

show compliance with performance standards. All major assumptions 

used in developing input parameters shall be clearly stated. The 

geographic areas used in making the calculations shall be clearly cross-

referenced to the required map(s). 

(4) Post-development site conditions, including: 

a. Explanation of the provisions to preserve and use natural topography and 

land cover features to minimize changes in peak flow runoff rates and 

volumes to surface waters and wetlands. 

b. Explanation of any restrictions on stormwater management measures in 

the development area imposed by wellhead protection plans and 
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ordinances. 

c. One or more site maps at a scale of not less than 1 inch equals 40 feet 

showing the following: post-construction pervious areas including 

vegetative cover type and condition; impervious surfaces including all 

buildings, structures, and pavement; post-construction topographic 

contours of the site at a scale not to exceed one foot; post-construction 

drainage network with subcatchment areas including enough of the 

contiguous properties to show runoff patterns onto, through and from the 

site; locations and dimensions of drainage easements; locations of 

maintenance easements specified in the maintenance agreement; flow 

path and direction for all stormwater conveyance sections; location and 

type of all stormwater management conveyance and treatment practices, 

including the on-site and off- site tributary drainage area; location and 

type of conveyance system that will carry runoff from the drainage and 

treatment practices to the nearest adequate outlet such as a curbed street, 

storm drain, or natural drainage way; watershed boundaries used in 

hydrology and pollutant loading calculations and any changes to lakes, 

streams, wetlands, channels, ditches, and other watercourses on and 

immediately adjacent to the site. 

d. Hydraulic, Hydrology and pollutant loading computations as needed to 

show compliance with performance standards. The computations shall 

be made for each discharge point in the development, and the geographic 

areas used in making the calculations shall be clearly cross-referenced to 

the required map(s). 

e. Results of investigations of soil and groundwater required for the 

placement and design of stormwater management measures. Detailed 

drawings including cross-sections and profiles of all permanent 

stormwater conveyance and treatment practices. 

(5) A description and installation schedule for the stormwater management 

practices needed to meet the performance standards in Sec. 48-7. 

(6) A maintenance plan developed for the life of each stormwater management 

practice including the required maintenance activities and maintenance activity 

schedule. 

(7) Cost estimates for the construction, operation, and maintenance of each 

stormwater management practice. 

(8) Other information requested in writing by the administering authority to 

determine compliance of the proposed stormwater management measures with 

the provisions of this ordinance. 

(9) All site investigations, plans, designs, computations, and drawings shall be 

certified by a licensed professional engineer to be prepared in accordance with 

accepted engineering practice and requirements of this ordinance. 

(b) Alternate Requirements. The administering authority may prescribe alternative 

submittal requirements for applicants seeking an exemption to on-site stormwater 

management performance standards under Sec. 48-7(e). 
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Sec. 48-10. – Maintenance Agreement.   

 

(a) Maintenance Agreement Required. The maintenance agreement required under Sec. 

48-8(b) for stormwater management practices shall be an agreement between the City 

of Columbus and the responsible party to provide for maintenance of stormwater 

practices beyond the duration period of issued permit. The maintenance agreement shall 

be filed by the applicant, with fees paid for recording by the applicant, with the County 

Register of Deeds as a property deed restriction so that it is binding upon all subsequent 

owners of the land served by the stormwater management practices. 

(b) Agreement Provisions.  The maintenance agreement shall contain the following 

information and provisions and be consistent with the maintenance plan required by 

Sec. 48-9(a)(6): 

(1) Identification of the stormwater facilities and designation of the drainage area 

served by the facilities. 

(2) A schedule for regular maintenance of each aspect of the stormwater 

management system consistent with the stormwater management plan required 

under Sec. 48-8(b). 

(3) Identification of the responsible party(s), organization or city, county, town or 

village responsible for long term maintenance of the stormwater management 

practices identified in the stormwater management plan required under Sec. 48-

8(b). 

(4) Requirement that the responsible party(s), organization, or city, county, town or 

village shall maintain stormwater management practices in accordance with the 

schedule included in par. (2). 

(5) Authorization for the City of Columbus to access the property to conduct 

inspections of stormwater management practices as necessary to ascertain that 

the practices are being maintained and operated in accordance with the 

agreement. 

(6) A requirement that the party designated under par. (3), to maintain public 

records of the results of the site inspections, to inform the responsible party 

responsible for maintenance of the inspection results, and to specifically indicate 

any corrective actions required to bring the stormwater management practice 

into proper working condition. 

(7) Agreement that the party designated under par. (3), as responsible for long term 

maintenance of the stormwater management practices, shall be notified by the 

administering authority of maintenance problems which require correction. The 

specified corrective actions shall be undertaken within a reasonable time frame 

as set by the administering authority. 

(8) Authorization of the City of Columbus to perform the corrected actions 

identified in the inspection report if the responsible party designated under par. 

(3) does not make the required corrections in the specified time period. City of 

Columbus shall have the right, after providing the owner with written notice of 

the issues and 30 days to comply to enter the property for the limited purpose of 

conducting the maintenance. If the responsible party does not reimburse the City 

of Columbus for all cots incurred for such corrective action, the city shall place 
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the amount due on the tax rolls and collect the money as a special charge against 

the property pursuant to  ch. 66.0627, Wis. Stats. and all applicable city 

ordinances.  

 

Sec. 48-11. – Financial Guarantee.    

 

(a) Establishment of the Guarantee.  The administering authority may require the 

submittal of a financial guarantee, the form and type of which shall be acceptable to the 

City of Columbus. The financial guarantee shall be in an amount determined by the 

administering authority to be the estimated cost of construction and the estimated cost 

of maintenance of the stormwater management practices during the period which the 

designated party in the maintenance agreement has maintenance responsibility. The 

financial guarantee shall give the administering authority the authorization to use the 

funds to complete the stormwater management practices if the responsible party 

defaults or does not properly implement the approved stormwater management plan, 

upon written notice to the responsible party by the administering authority that the 

requirements of this ordinance have not been met. 

(b) Conditions for Release.  Conditions for the release of the financial guarantee are as 

follows: 

(1) The administering authority shall release the portion of the financial guarantee 

established under this section, less any costs incurred by the administering 

authority to complete installation of practices, upon submission of “as built 

plans” or “record” drawings by a licensed professional engineer. The 

administering authority may make provisions for a partial pro-rata release of the 

financial guarantee based on the completion of various development stages. 

(2) The administering authority shall release the portion of the financial guarantee 

established under this section to assure maintenance of stormwater practices, 

less any costs incurred by the administering authority, at such time that the 

responsibility for practice maintenance is passed on to another entity via an 

approved maintenance agreement. 

 

Sec. 48-12. – Fee Schedule.   

 

The fees referred to in this chapter shall be established by the administering authority 

approved by motion of the City of Columbus Common Council and may from time to time be 

modified by resolution of the Common Council.  

  

Sec. 48-13. – Enforcement.  

 

(a) If land disturbing construction activities that requires storm water management are 

occurring without a permit required by this chapter, the administering authority may 

enter the land pursuant to the provisions of §§66.0119(1), (2), and (3), Wis. Stats. 

(b) Any land disturbing construction activity or post-construction runoff initiated after the 

effective date of this chapter by any person, firm, association, or corporation subject to 

the provisions of this chapter shall be deemed a violation unless conducted in 
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accordance with the requirements of this chapter. 

(c) The administering authority shall notify the responsible party by written notice of any 

non- complying land disturbing construction activity or post-construction runoff. The 

notice shall describe the nature of the violation, remedial actions needed, a schedule for 

remedial action, and additional enforcement action which may be taken. 

(d) Upon receipt of written notification from the administering authority under sub. (b), the 

responsible party shall correct work that does not comply with the stormwater 

management plan or other provisions of this permit. The responsible party shall make 

corrections as necessary to meet the specifications and schedule set forth by the 

administering authority in the notice. 

(e) If the violations to a permit issued pursuant to this ordinance are likely to result in 

damage to properties, public facilities, or waters of the state, the administering authority 

may enter the land and take emergency actions necessary to prevent such damage. All 

costs incurred by the administering authority shall be billed to the responsible party. 

(f) The administering authority is authorized to post a stop work order on all land 

disturbing construction activity that is in violation of this chapter. 

(g) The administering authority may revoke a permit issued under this chapter for non- 

compliance with the provisions of this chapter. 

(h) Any permit revocation, stop work order, or cease and desist order shall remain in effect 

unless retracted by the administering authority or by a court with jurisdiction. 

(i) The administering authority is authorized to refer any violation of this chapter, or a stop 

work order or cease and desist order issued pursuant to this chapter, to the municipal 

attorney, for the commencement of further legal proceedings in any court with 

jurisdiction. 

(j) Any person, firm, association, or corporation who does not comply with the provisions 

of this chapter shall be subject to a forfeiture of not less than $100 or more than $500 

per offense, together with the costs of prosecution. Each day that the violation exists 

shall constitute a separate offense. 

(k) Compliance with the provisions of this chapter may also be enforced by injunction in 

any court with jurisdiction. It shall not be necessary to prosecute for forfeiture or a 

cease-and-desist order before resorting to injunctional proceedings. 

(l) When the administering authority determines that the holder of a permit issued pursuant 

to this ordinance has failed to follow practices set forth in the stormwater management 

plan, or has failed to comply with schedules set forth in said stormwater management 

plan, the administering authority or designee may enter upon the land and perform the 

work or other operations necessary to bring the condition of said lands into 

conformance with requirements of the approved stormwater management plan. The 

administering authority shall keep a detailed accounting of the costs and expenses of 

performing this work. These costs and expenses shall be deducted from any financial 

security posted pursuant to S. 48-11 of this chapter. Where such a security has not been 

established, or where such a security is insufficient to cover these costs, the costs and 

expenses shall be entered on the tax roll as a special charge against the property and 

collected with any other taxes levied thereon for the year in which the work is 

completed. 
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Sec. 48-14. – Appeals.    
 

(a) Board of Appeals.  The board of appeals created pursuant to Section 114-34 of the 

City Code pursuant to §62.2(7)(e), Wis. Stats.: 

(1) Shall hear and decide appeals where it is alleged that there is error in any order, 

decision or determination made by the administering authority in administering 

this chapter except for cease-and-desist orders obtained under Sec. 48-13(3). 

(2) May authorize, upon appeal, variances from the provisions of this chapter which 

are not contrary to the public interest and where owing to special conditions a 

literal enforcement of the provisions of the chapter will result in unnecessary 

hardship; and 

(3) Shall use the rules, procedures, duties, and powers authorized by statute in 

hearing and deciding appeals and authorizing variances. 

(b) Who May Appeal.  Appeals to the board of appeals may be taken by any aggrieved 

person or by any office, department, board, or bureau of the City of Columbus affected 

by any decision of the administering authority. 
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CITY OF COLUMBUS 

 

ORDINANCE 797-24 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL CERTAIN SECTIONS OF CHAPTERS 90 AND 114, 

AND TO CREATE CHAPTER 48, OF THE CITY CODE CONCERNING POST-

CONSTRUCTION STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 

 

The Common Council of the City of Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin does hereby 

ordain as follows: 

 

1. Sections 114-158 through 114-169 and section 90-289 of the City Code of Ordinances are 

hereby repealed. 

 

2. Chapter 48, Post-Construction Stormwater Management, as set forth on the attached 

Exhibit A, is hereby created and made part of the City Code of Ordinances. 

 

3. If any provision of Chapter 114 or 90, or any other provision of the City Code conflicts 

with the provisions set forth in Chapter 48 of the City Code, the stricter provisions, as 

determined by the City Engineer, shall be applicable and enforced.     

 

4. Severability. If any portion of this Ordinance or its application on any person or 

circumstances is held invalid, the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or any other 

provision herein or its application shall not be affected.  

 

5. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage and posting 

as required by law. 

 

 

Adopted this ___ day of _____________, 2024. 

 

 

CITY OF COLUMBUS 

 

 

By: __________________________  By: __________________________  

Joseph Hammer, Mayor    Susan L. Caine, Clerk 
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STATE OF WISCONSIN   IN CIRCUIT COURT    COLUMBIA COUNTY 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Kelsey Bortz, 

  Plaintiff, 

 

 Vs   Case No 2021 CV 225 

    Case Code Administrative Agency Review 30607 

 

City Of Columbus, 

  Defendant and Third-Party Plaintiff 

 

General Engineering Company and 

Ultimate Construction Company, Inc of Cottage Grove, 

  Third-Party Defendants 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COMPLETE AND GENERAL RELEASE  

AND SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 WHEREAS, there is a lawsuit pending in Columbia County, Wisconsin, Case No. 22-CV-

225 filed by Kelsey Bortz (hereinafter referred to as “Plaintiff”) against the City of Columbus, as 

defendant, and as third-party defendants, General Engineering Company, Inc. and Ultimate 

Construction, Inc. (hereinafter referred to collectively as “Defendants”).  This civil action is known 

herein as the “Lawsuit.”  The parties agree that a mutual settlement was obtained through 

negotiations and that the terms of said settlement are contained herein; 

 

 WHEREAS, Plaintiff has alleged the City of Columbus wrongfully approved construction 

of a residence at 428 River Road in the City, which residence is located in a floodplain. 

 

 WHEREAS, the City brought a third-party claim against General Engineering Company, 

Inc.,(“GEC”) and Ultimate Construction, Inc. (“Ultimate”), alleging that these parties’ actions or 

omissions proximately caused the damages claimed by Plaintiff; 

 

 WHEREAS, all Defendants expressly deny any and all liability for any and all claims, 

causes of action, or damages allegedly sustained by Plaintiff and as set forth in the pleadings in 

the filings, and Court Record of the Lawsuit. Further, the Defendants expressly deny that any and 

all claims, causes of action, or damages allegedly sustained by Plaintiff were the result or caused 

by the conduct of the Defendants, their employees, representatives, organizations and/or agents;  

 

 WHEREAS, Plaintiff and Defendants have reached a full and complete resolution in 

settlement of the Plaintiff’s known and unknown claims, actions, causes of action and actions 

which were, or could have been asserted, pursuant to terms acceptable to each; and 
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 WHEREAS, this settlement agreement constitute a complete, general and unrestricted 

release by the Plaintiff of the Defendants, including but not limited to the City, GEC, Ultimate and 

their respective employees, representatives, organizations, agents, as well as their related and 

affiliated entities, employees, employers, insurers, partners, shareholders, owners, organizations, 

successors, heirs, and assigns (hereinafter collectively referred to as the “Released Parties”).  

  

WHEREAS, this settlement agreement and also constitutes a complete, general and 

unrestricted release by the Defendants of their counter-claims and cross-claims by the City against 

GEC and Ultimate, by GEC against City and Ultimate, and by Ultimate against the City and GEC, 

as well as all of the defendants’ respective employees, representatives, organizations, agents, as 

well as their related and affiliated entities, employees, employers, insurers, partners, shareholders, 

owners, organizations, successors, heirs, and assigns (hereinafter collectively referred to as the 

“Released Parties”).  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, the parties stipulate, agree, represent, and warrant as follows: 

  

1. DESCRIPTION OF CLAIMS RELEASED 

 

A. Plaintiff Releases City, GEC and Ultimate. 

 

Kelsey Bortz hereby fully and completely releases the City, GEC and Ultimate, as well as their 

insurers, related and affiliated entities, employees, employers, partners, organizations, 

representatives, agents, heirs, and assigns from any and all claims, actions, and demands which 

were, or could have been asserted, that now exist or may hereafter accrue, for all injuries, losses, 

and/or damages to the Plaintiff, including, but not limited to, all suits, claims, actions, and demands 

based on matters now known or unknown, anticipated or unanticipated, whether directly or 

indirectly incurred, including any contingent or derivative claims as well as any claims arising by 

subrogation or contribution, in any way arising from the transactions and occurrences which gave 

rise to the Lawsuit.. There are no rights intended to be retained or reserved by the Plaintiff upon 

the execution of this agreement for matters arising out of the actions or omissions which gave rise 

to the Lawsuit. 

 

B. Defendants City, GEC and Ultimate Release Plaintiff and Other Defendants. 

 

Defendants City, GEC and Ultimate hereby fully and completely release Bortz, the City, GEC and 

Ultimate, as well as their insurers, related and affiliated entities, employees, employers, partners, 

organizations, representatives, agents, heirs, and assigns from any and all claims, third-party 

claims, actions, and demands which were, or could have been asserted, that now exist or may 

hereafter accrue, for all injuries, losses, and/or damages to one another, including, but not limited 

to, all suits, claims, actions, and demands based on matters now known or unknown, anticipated 

or unanticipated, whether directly or indirectly incurred, including any contingent or derivative 

claims as well as any claims arising by subrogation or contribution, in any way arising from the 

transactions and occurrences which gave rise to the Lawsuit. There are no rights intended to be 

retained or reserved by any party upon the execution of this agreement for matters arising out of 
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the actions or omissions which gave rise to the Lawsuit, other than the promises to repair which 

are contained in section 4 below. 

 

C. Stipulation for Dismissal. 

 

Plaintiff and Defendants agree to dismiss with prejudice and upon the merits, without costs, all 

claims against the Released Parties in the above-referenced Lawsuit. and agree to never institute 

any further suits, proceedings, or actions, whether civil or administrative, against them relating to 

the Incident or any other relationship or interaction between the Plaintiff and the Released Parties 

arising from the same.  This release and covenant not to sue is binding on Plaintiff, defendants, 

their heirs, subrogees, legal representatives, and assigns. Not withstanding the foregoing, the City 

does not waive, release or otherwise impair its ability to enforce its ordinances and other laws it is 

responsible to enforce.   The City and GEC agree to provide written assurance to third parties that 

the funds provided herein will be released upon completion of the remedial work. 

  

Plaintiff hereby declares and represents that the damages claimed may be, in some cases, unknown 

to the full extent and that the precise amount of damages is uncertain and indefinite.  In making 

this release, Plaintiff understands and agrees that she relies upon her own judgment, her own belief 

and knowledge of the nature, extent, affect, and duration of damages and liability.  This Release 

is made without reliance upon any statement or representation of the Released Parties, their 

employees, administrators, agents, attorneys, assigns or insurers.  The Plaintiff has reviewed 

information produced in the Lawsuit, has spoken with their attorney and has counseled with other 

individuals to their satisfaction in entering into this release. 

   

2.  PERSONS OR PARTIES RELEASED  

 

Plaintiff and Defendants City, GEC and Ultimate, their respective employees, representatives, 

organizations, agents, as well as their related and affiliated entities, employees, employers, 

insurers, partners, shareholders, owners, organizations, successors, heirs, assigns shall jointly and 

severally be, and hereby are, acknowledged to be the Released Parties for purposes of this 

agreement and hereby are deemed released as described more fully in Paragraph 1 above.  

 

3. CONSIDERATION  

 

Plaintiff, in signing this release, agrees to the adequacy of the consideration described herein.  The 

good and valuable consideration for this release includes, but is not limited to, the following:  

 

(a) Payment of Fifty Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($50,000.00) will be made to 

Plaintiff’ Designee, the “Kasieta Legal Group, LLC Trust Account” by the City.  

Payment will be made by the City upon completion of the remedial work required under 

Section 4 below.   

(b) Payment of Fifty Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($50,000.00) will be made to 

Plaintiff’ Designee, the “Kasieta Legal Group, LLC Trust Account” by the GEC. 

(c) Ultimate will contribute services and materials equivalent in value to Fifty Thousand 

Dollars and No Cents ($50,000.00) to the remediation of Plaintiff’s residence as 

described in section 4. 
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(d) The City will rescind the “Raze or Repair” order which the City adopted on May 19, 

2020 upon completion of the remedial work under Section 4 below.  Other good and 

valuable consideration including, but not limited to, the avoidance of the uncertainties 

of litigation, receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged. 

 

Plaintiff expressly agrees and acknowledges that the consideration paid hereunder is appropriate 

compensation, under the circumstances, for the alleged past, present, or future damages, whether 

known or unknown, in this matter as to the Released Parties. 

 

4.  REMEDIAL WORK TO BE PERFORMED. 

 

As of the date of execution of this Stipulation, the residence owned by Plaintiff remains in non-

compliance with floodplain zoning of the City, rules of the State of Wisconsin and regulations of 

the United States.  Plaintiff shall take appropriate and lawful action to cure the violation of 

floodplain regulations.  This agreement does not require Plaintiff to undertake any particular 

method of remediation, provided that Plaintiff works with due diligence to remodel, move or 

restructure, obtain a Letter of Map Revision Based on Fill (LOMR-F) or otherwise change the 

residence to achieve compliance from the United States Federal Emergency Management Agency.  

The funds and resources provided by GEC and Ultimate are to be used to pay for remedial efforts, 

  

5.  NON-ADMISSION OF LIABILITY  

 

Neither this Release nor any payment, concession, or other action by the Released Parties, their 

attorneys, insurers, agents, and/or employees released hereunder is to be construed as an admission 

of liability.  Liability is expressly denied.  This Release is a product of offers and counter offers of 

settlement. 

 

6.  INDEMNIFICATION  

 

Plaintiff agrees to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the Released Parties from any and all 

liabilities, actions, causes of action, claims, or demands which may be incurred by the Released 

Parties in the event any third party may have or may in the future make a claim against any of the 

Released Parties as a result of the Incident. 

   

7. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

 

Plaintiff declares and represents that no promise, inducement, nor agreement which is not 

expressed herein has been made, and that this Release contains the entire agreement between the 

Plaintiff, their attorneys, and/or assigns, and the Released Parties.  Each paragraph of this Release 

and Settlement Agreement, including this paragraph, is contractual and not a mere recital.   

 

Plaintiff further warrants and represents that as a material inducement for entering into this Release 

and Settlement Agreement that she has full right, title and authority to enter into this Release and 

Settlement Agreement, and that  she has read it carefully, know and understands the contents 

hereof, and/or has had it fully explained by their respective legal counsel and/or Guardian ad 

Litem, and that she signs this Release and Settlement Agreement of her own free act and deed.  
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8.  GOVERNING LAW AND JURISDICTION  

 

Plaintiff and their attorneys, agents, and/or assigns, agree that this Confidential Complete and 

General Release and Settlement Agreement shall be construed under the laws of the State of 

Wisconsin, both as to procedure and substance.  Plaintiff and their attorneys, agents, and/or 

assigns, hereby agree that the Courts of the State of Wisconsin have personal jurisdiction over 

them and that any action related to this settlement agreement is properly venued in Columbia 

County, State of Wisconsin. 

  

9.  PROMISE NOT TO SUE  

 

Plaintiff agrees not to cause or permit the commencement, maintenance, or continuation of any 

lawsuit or proceeding against the Released Parties, or any of them directly or indirectly relating to 

the Incident, any other matter referred to in the Complaint in the Lawsuit, or any matter or claim 

released herein.   

 

10.  EXECUTION 

 

All parties agree to execute all documents, pleadings, or papers consistent with the intent and 

purpose of this release and settlement agreement, including but not limited to a Stipulation and 

Order for Dismissal of All Claims against Defendants in the Lawsuit.  Signatures obtained and 

transmitted via facsimile or e-mail are deemed authentic and as valid as the original signature.   
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CAUTION!  READ BEFORE SIGNING 

 

The undersigned are aware and acknowledge that by signing this Release they are giving 

up certain legal duties and taking on certain legal duties.  The undersigned understand that 

this is a final release, and that upon execution of this document there are no rights to ever 

again assert any of the claims described herein against any of the Released Parties.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dated 

 

 

 

 Dated 

 

 

 

 Dated 

   Dated 
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Agenda Item Report  

Meeting Type: Common Council 

Meeting Date: December 17, 2024 

 

Item Title: Consider and take action on proposal from Crexendo for city phone services 
(CoW 12/3/24) 

Submitted By: Matt Amundson, City Administrator 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

We received 4 proposals from phone companies and are recommending to award service to Crexendo 
as they were the low-cost provider for the service.   We currently pay on average $726.96 per month for 
services, the proposal from Crexendo has us paying $893.15 per month for the service, this includes 
$770.55 for service and $122.60 in taxes and fees.  In moving from analog to digital services there will 
be a one-time payment for new phones and hardware in the amount of $16,962.40.  The capital budget 
for 2024 included $30,000 for this anticipated cost. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Crexendo Proposal 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Award city phone services to Crexendo and authorize a one-time payment in the amount of $16,962.40 
for the purchase of phones and hardware. 
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Personalized Quote and
Pricing Overview
CUSTOMIZED TO YOUR NEEDS
Key Requirements for Your Business

.
The pricing shown below is based on a 60-month service agreement with a total monthly term for services
of $770.55 plus applicable taxes plus a one-time activation and porting fee (if applicable) total of
$16,962.40.

.

.
New Monthly Payment: $770.55 .
One-Time Activation Fee: $16,962.40 0.00 .
.
. . RFQ: 9763655835
SERVICES QUOTED .
.
Products and Services for: .

105 N DICKASON BLVD, COLUMBUS, WI 53925 . .

MRC Charges MRC Qty Unit-Price Total
Advanced User (up to 100) 12 $14.32 $171.84
Professional User (Up to 100) 48 $8.37 $401.76
VIP Enterprise Fax with DID (1,000 Pages) 1 $42.46 $42.46
VIP Enterprise Fax Additional DID (requires Fax package) 4 $3.36 $13.44
Additional Fax ATA Monthly Service Charge 2 $4.21 $8.42
Additional Fax to Email User 13 $2.51 $32.63
VIP POTS Replacement Line 4 $25.00 $100.00
.
NRC Charges NRC Qty Unit-Price Total
Advanced User (up to 100) 12 $0.00 $0.00
Professional User (Up to 100) 48 $0.00 $0.00
VIP Enterprise Fax with DID (1,000 Pages) 1 $0.00 $0.00
VIP Enterprise Fax Additional DID (requires Fax package) 4 $0.00 $0.00
Additional Fax ATA Monthly Service Charge 2 $0.00 $0.00
Additional Fax to Email User 13 $0.00 $0.00
VIP POTS Replacement Line 4 $0.00 $0.00
Polycom Edge E550 PoE Desk Phone 6 $327.21 $1,963.26
Polycom Edge E450 PoE Desk Phone 2 $302.56 $605.12
Polycom Edge E350 PoE Desk Phone 43 $227.76 $9,793.68
Polycom Edge E220 PoE Desk Phone 2 $140.25 $280.50
Poly Edge E EM Expansion Module 3 $263.46 $790.38
Poly Phone Power Supply 53 $8.46 $448.38
Yealink W73P Wireless DECT Base With Handset 3 $148.75 $446.25
Yealink W73H Wireless DECT Handset 3 $84.15 $252.45
VIP Enterprise Fax ATA (requires Fax package) 3 $127.46 $382.38
VIP POTS Replacement Pro Services Per Site Install (Up to 3 Hours) 4 $500.00 $2,000.00
.
. _Site-Total_ _One-Time__Monthly
$0.00$0.00$0.00$0.00$0.00$0.00$0.00$0.00$770.55$16,962.40 $16,962.40 $770.55
. .
. _Order-Totals__One-Time__Monthly
. $16,962.40 $770.55
. .
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Council 

Meeting Date: December 17, 2024 

 

Item Title: Consider and take action on posting firearms in City Buildings 

Submitted By: Matt Amundson, City Administrator 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

Following the discussion on November 19th and December 3rd we are asking for permission to post city 
buildings in accordance with the city ordinance listed below. 

 

The City Ordinance drafted after the update in State Law reads: 

No person shall carry a concealed or unconcealed firearm into any building owned, occupied or 
controlled by the city where the city has notified the person in writing not to enter or remain in any 
part of the building while carrying a firearm, which notice complies with Wis. Stats. § 943.13(2). A 
"firearm" means a weapon that acts by force of gunpowder. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

n/a 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Authorize staff to post city buildings to prohibit firearms and exempt the Fireman’s Park pavilion on April 
4-6, 2025.  
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Committee of the Whole 

Meeting Date: December 3, 2024 
 

 

Item Title: Renewal of Athletic Field Use Agreements 

 

Submitted By: Amy Jo Meyers / Recreation Director 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter:  

The Recreation Committee is asking for council approval with the renewal of the Athletic Field Use 
Agreement for the Columbus Area Youth Soccer Organization (CAYSO), the Columbus Baseball 
Organization (CBO) and the Columbus Softball Association (CSA).  

Attorney Johnson made the recommended changes to the contracts shown, redlined in your 
packet.  

Also included are the red line accepted 2025 contracts for approval. 

 

List of all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

CBO 2025 Athletic Field Use Agreements 
CSA 2025 Athletic Field Use Agreements 
CAYSO 2025 Athletic Field Use Agreements 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Approval of the 2025 Renewals for the CBO, CSA, and CAYSO Athletic Field Use Agreements. 
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CITY OF COLUMBUS  

ATHLETIC FIELD USE AND FACILITY AGREEMENT  

 

 This Agreement is by and between the City of Columbus (herein called “City”) and the 

Columbus Baseball Organization (CBO) (herein called “Organization”). 

 

City of Columbus Recreation Mission Statement 

 

“The City of Columbus seeks to provide recreational activities and facilities that will build strong 

families and a community quality of life.” 

 

The term of this Agreement shall begin on the _____ day of _______________, 2025 and 

shall conclude on the 31st day of December 2025 (the “Season”).  This Agreement shall be 

automatically renewed for successive Seasons unless terminated by either party upon the giving 

of 15 days’ advance notice to the other party prior to the expiration of the current term. Notice 

shall be given to the City Clerk or to the representative of the Organization that executed this 

Agreement on behalf of the Organization. 

 

During the term of this Agreement, Organization agrees to:    

 

1. Obtain and maintain 3rd party liability insurance with a $1,000,000 per injury coverage, 

naming the City as an additional insured or co-insured with the original certification of 

insurance delivered to the City Clerk or Recreation Director.  This information shall be 

provided by Organization to City Clerk or Recreation Director on or before May 1 each 

year.   

 

2. Provide to City a copy of the Organization’s Articles of Organization showing the 

Organization is a Non-Profit Non-Stock Corporation and provide proof that the 

Organization is in good standing with the Wisconsin Department of Financial Institutions.  

This information shall be provided by Organization to City Clerk or Recreation Director 

on or before May 1 each year. 

 

3. Provide to City Recreation Director and Director of Public Works a schedule of field use, 

practices and game times at least 15 days prior to the fields being used by the Organization.  

All final facility and field scheduling shall be approved by the Recreation Director.   

 

4. On or before May 1 of each year, provide the City Recreation Director with a roster of 

participants for the Organization’s program for the Season and provide funds to the City in 

the amount equivalent to $10 per resident participant and $20 per non-resident participant. 

For purposes of this Agreement, “resident” is defined as a person living within the 

jurisdictional limits of the City of Columbus.  Failure of Organization to comply with the 

terms of this paragraph shall result in a late fee of $1.00 per participant per day being 

imposed by City.   
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5. No field access shall be given to Organization until all obligations referenced in paragraphs 

1-4 above have been satisfied. 

 

6. All requests for general field improvements and maintenance must be reviewed and 

approved by the Public Works Director prior to the commencement of any work. Any 

proposals to make substantial changes or alterations to any athletic field or facility are to 

be forwarded for approval by the Columbus City Council, prior to the commencement of 

work. 

 

7. Organization shall provide a dumpster for each tournament at the Organization’s sole 

expense.   

 

8. The Organization shall comply with all applicable federal and state laws and regulations 

related to the organization’s activities and use of the City’s facilities. 

 

During the term of this Agreement, the City agrees to: 

  

1. Supply the needed supplies to the Organization necessary to assist the Organization with 

its activities. The supplies include providing chalk for the diamonds. 

 

2. Regularly provide basic maintenance of the fields/facility, including rough grading of the 

diamonds, to support a safe and enjoyable environment for the upcoming season.  

 

3. Provide break-away bases (2nd and 3rd base) as needed.  The City shall purchase these bases 

and replace them as part of the City Capital Improvement Plan. The Organization may 

replace bases on a more frequent basis at its discretion.   

 

4. The City shall provide a locked and secure storage area at each field facility.  

 

5. The City shall place practice, game and tournament schedules on the Recreation 

Department website.   

 

6. The City shall provide the local Kiwanis group with the use of the concession stand for 

weekday games. If for any reason the Kiwanis group is not available to sell concessions 

during a weekday game, the Organization shall have the first right to use the concession 

stand for that game. The Organization shall have the right to use the concession stand for 

scrimmages and tournaments. 

 

7. Prep Kiwanis Park prior to the beginning of the season.  This shall include fertilizing and 

planting of grass seed at the discretion of the City Department of Public Works Director. 
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The parties may agree to additional terms and conditions of this Agreement by executing 

a separate amendment from time to time.  

 

We, the undersigned, as representatives of the City of Columbus and the Organization 

agree to the terms listed above. 

 

 

____________________________   __________________ 

Joseph Hammer, Mayor    Date 

 

 

____________________________   __________________ 

Susan L. Caine, City Clerk    Date 

 

 

 

 

____________________________   _________________ 

Authorized Representative of Organization      Date 

Address:   

____________________________ 

   

____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

58

Item #7.



4 
Error! Unknown document property name. 

 

ADDENDUM 

 

 

A. In addition to the fees for the Season as set forth in paragraph 4 above, the organization 

shall be allowed to have a six week Fall Ball schedule. Prior to beginning the Fall Ball 

schedule, the Organization shall provide the City with a list of the teams participating and 

pay the City a fee of $10 per resident player and $20 per non-resident player.  No field 

access will be given to Organization until this fee is paid to City. 

 

B. Columbus Softball Association and CBO will have a shared calendar that supports 

diamond preference for both organizations at both locations (Kiwanis and Meister) when 

any open field is available after the completion of the standard scheduling for rec teams; 

options of any field will be available to either organization to use.   This calendar will be 

run by leaders of each organization and visible to coaches, city departments and 

organization leaders.  The standard schedule will be set at an agreed upon time frame by 

calendar leaders and communicated to the coaches as necessary.  
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CITY OF COLUMBUS 

ATHLETIC FIELD USE AND FACILITY AGREEMENT  

 

 This Agreement is by and between the City of Columbus (herein called “City”), and the 

Columbus Softball Association (CSA) (herein called “Organization”). 

 

City of Columbus Recreation Mission Statement 

 

“The City of Columbus seeks to provide recreational activities and facilities that will build strong 

families and a community quality of life.” 

 

The term of this Agreement shall begin on the ______ day of ___________, 2025 and 

shall conclude on the 31st day of December, 2025 (herein called “the Season”).  This Agreement 

shall be automatically renewed for successive Seasons unless terminated by either party upon the 

giving of 15 days’ advance notice to the other party prior to the expiration of the current term. 

Notice shall be given to the City Clerk or to the representative of the organization that executed 

this Agreement on behalf of the Organization. 

 

1. During the term of this Agreement, Organization agrees to: 

Obtain and maintain 3rd party liability insurance with a $1,000,000 per injury coverage, 

naming the City as an additional insured or co-insured with the original certification of 

insurance delivered to the City Clerk or Recreation Director.  This information shall be 

provided by Organization to City Clerk or Recreation Director on or before May 1 each 

year.   

 

2. Provide to City a copy of the Organization’s Articles of Organization showing the 

Organization is a Non-Profit Non-Stock Corporation and provide proof that the 

Organization is in good standing with the Wisconsin Department of Financial 

Institutions.  This information shall be provided by Organization to City Clerk or 

Recreation Director on or before May 1 each year.  

 

3. Provide to City Recreation Director and Director of Public Works a schedule of field use, 

practices and game times a minimum of 15 days prior to the start of the upcoming season.  

All final facility and field scheduling shall be approved by the Recreation Director.   

 

4. On or before May 1 of each year, provide the City Recreation Director with a roster of 

participants for the Organization’s program for the upcoming season and provide funds to 

the City in the amount equivalent to $10 per each resident participant and $20 for each 

non-resident participant. For purposes of this Agreement, “resident” is defined as a 

person living within the jurisdictional limits of the City of Columbus.  Failure of 

Organization to comply with the terms of this paragraph shall result in a late fee of $1.00 

per participant per day being imposed by City. 

 

5. No field access shall be given to Organization until all obligations referenced in 

paragraphs 1 – 4 above have been satisfied.  
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6. All requests for general field improvements and maintenance must be reviewed and 

approved by the Public Works Director prior to the commencement of any work. Any 

proposals to make substantial changes or alterations to any athletic field or facility are to 

be forwarded for approval by the Columbus City Council, prior to the commencement of 

work.  

 

7. The Organization shall comply with all applicable federal and state laws and regulations 

related to the organization’s activities and use of the City’s facilities. 

 

During the term of this Agreement, City agrees to:  

 

1. Supply the needed supplies to the Organization necessary to assist the Organization with 

its activities. The supplies include providing chalk for the diamonds. 

 

2. Regularly provide basic maintenance of the fields/facility to support a safe and enjoyable 

environment for the upcoming season.  

 

3. Drag and line diamonds 1 and 2 for games only. 

 

4. The City shall provide a locked and secure storage area at each field facility.  

 

5. The City shall place practice, game and tournament schedules on the Recreation 

Department website. 

 

   

The parties may agree to additional terms and conditions of this Agreement by executing 

a separate amendment from time to time.  

 

We, the undersigned, as representatives of the City of Columbus and the Organization 

agree to the terms listed above. 

 

 ____________________________  Date: ____________________ 

 Joseph Hammer, Mayor 

 

 ____________________________  Date: ____________________ 

 Susan L. Caine, City Clerk 

 

 

Authorized Representative of Organization            

 

____________________________  Date: ____________________ 

 

 

Address: ____________________________________________ 
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ADDENDUM 

 

 

A. CSA and Columbus Baseball Organization will have a shared calendar that supports 

diamond preference for both organizations at both locations (Kiwanis and Meister) when 

any open field is available after the completion of the standard scheduling for rec teams; 

options of any field will be available to either organization to use.   This calendar will be 

run by leaders of each organization and visible to coaches, city departments and 

organization leaders.  The standard schedule will be set at an agreed upon time frame by 

calendar leaders and communicated to the coaches as necessary.  

 

B. The CSA is authorized to create a travel team.  Each member of the travel team must be a 

participant and on a roster of an already established CSA team in order to participate on 

the travel team.   

 
C. The travel team established by the CSA shall obtain and maintain third-party liability 

insurance with a $1 million per injury coverage naming the City as an additional insured 

or co-insured with the original certification of insurance delivered to the City Clerk.  This 

policy may be separate or in addition to the policy required by the CSA to maintain 

pursuant to paragraph 1 of this Agreement. 

 
D. Each member of the CSA travel team will pay an additional fee of $10.00 (if a resident) 

or $20.00 (if a non-resident) for being on the CSA travel team roster.  This fee is in 

addition to the fee required by paragraph 4 of this Agreement.  For purposes of this 

Agreement “resident” is defined as a person living within the jurisdictional limits of the 

City of Columbus. 
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CITY OF COLUMBUS 

ATHLETIC FIELD USE AND FACILITY AGREEMENT 

 

 This Agreement is by and between the City of Columbus (herein called “City”), and the 

Columbus Are Youth Soccer Organization (CAYSO) (herein called “Organization”). 

 

City of Columbus Recreation Mission Statement 

 

“The City of Columbus seeks to provide recreational activities and facilities that will build strong 

families and a community quality of life.” 

 

The term of this Agreement shall begin on the ______ day of ___________, 2025 and 

shall conclude on the 31st day of December, 2025 (herein called “the Season”).  This Agreement 

shall be automatically renewed for successive Seasons unless terminated by either party upon the 

giving of 15 days advance notice to the other party prior to the expiration of the current term. 

Notice shall be given to the City Clerk or to the representative of the Organization that executed 

this Agreement on behalf of the Organization. 

 

During the term of this Agreement, Organization agrees to: 

 

1. Obtain and maintain 3rd party liability insurance with a $1,000,000 per injury coverage, 

naming the City as an additional insured or co-insured with the original certification of 

insurance delivered to the City Clerk or Recreation Director.  This information shall be 

provided by Organization to City Clerk or Recreation Director on or before May 1 each 

year.   

 

2. Provide to City a copy of the Organization’s Articles of Organization showing the 

Organization is a Non-Profit Non-Stock Corporation and provide proof that the 

Organization is in good standing with the Wisconsin Department of Financial 

Institutions.  This information shall be provided by Organization to City Clerk or 

Recreation Director on or before May 1 each year.  

 

3. Provide to City Recreation Director and Director of Public Works a schedule of field use, 

practices and game times a minimum of 15 days prior to the start of the upcoming season, 

and at least 15 days prior to a field being used by Organization.  All final facility and 

field scheduling shall be approved by the Recreation Director.   

 

4. On or before May 1 of each year, provide the City Recreation Director with a roster of 

participants in the Organization’s program for the spring season and fall season as 

applicable, and provide funds to the City in the amount equivalent to $10 per each 

resident participant and $20 for each non-resident participant. For purposes of this 

Agreement, “resident” is defined as a person living within the jurisdictional limits of the 

City of Columbus.  Failure of Organization to comply with the terms of this paragraph 

shall result in a late fee of $1.00 per participant per day being imposed by City. 
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5. No field access shall be given to Organization until all obligations referenced in 

paragraphs 1 – 4 above have been satisfied. 

 

6. All requests for general field improvements and maintenance must be reviewed and 

approved by the Public Works Director prior to the commencement of any work. Any 

proposals to make substantial changes or alterations to any athletic field or facility are to 

be forwarded for approval by the Columbus City Council, prior to the commencement of 

work.  

 

7. The Organization shall comply with all applicable federal and state laws and regulations 

related to the organizations activities and use of the City’s facilities. 

 

During the term of this Agreement, City agrees to:  

 

1. Supply the needed supplies to the Organization necessary to assist the Organization with 

its activities. These supplies include providing soccer nets for the goals and chalk to line 

the fields. 

 

2. Regularly provide basic maintenance of the fields/facility to support a safe and enjoyable 

environment for the upcoming season.  

 

3. The City shall provide a locked and secure storage area at each field facility.  

 

4. The City shall place practice, game and tournament schedules on the Recreation 

Department website. 

 

The parties may agree to additional terms and conditions of this Agreement by executing 

a separate amendment from time to time. 

 

We, the undersigned, as representatives of the City of Columbus and the Organization 

agree to the terms listed above.  

 

 ____________________________  Date: ____________________ 

 Joseph Hammer, Mayor 

 

 ____________________________  Date: ____________________ 

 Susan L. Caine, City Clerk 

 

 

Authorized Representative of Organization            

 

____________________________  Date: ____________________ 

 

 

Address: ____________________________________________ 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type:  City Council 

Meeting Date:  December 17, 2024 

 

Item Title: Cardinal Heights Staff Report 

Submitted By: Mike Kornmann, Director of Community and Economic Development 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter:  

The Plan Commission recommended approval of the plat with the condition that items in the review letter 
be addressed.  Lot 18 now has a buildable area outside of the DOT 50-foot setback.  There are other 
items that likely need to be addressed. 

After the Plan Commission’s November meeting, the Department of Transportation provided 
requirements different than provided this past summer.  The requirements center around public 
infrastructure in the DOT 50-foot setback, farmhouse driveway connection to Obrien Court, and the 
location of Obrien Court where it connects to Park Avenue.   The new concern from DOT is the spacing 
of Obrien Court to Faith Drive.  The DOT says they could provide an approval with conditions.  The 
conditions would likely include a memorandum of agreement (MOA) requiring the city to construct a cul-
de-sac on Faith Drive if there were “traffic and/or safety” issues at some point in the future. 

A meeting was held recently between the church and the developer. Adding a cul-de-sac at Faith Drive 
did not elicit an objectionable response from the church.   The specifics of the MOA have been requested 
but at the time of this report have not been sent by the Department of Transportation.  City staff does not 
have the same traffic concerns as DOT because of the very low traffic volumes on Faith Drive and 
Fairway Drive. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

 City Engineer Review Letter 

 Final Plat 
 

Action Requested of Council:   Approval of the Cardinal Heights Final Plat with the following conditions: 

1. All items in the City Engineer’s review letter be addressed 
2. Stormwater pond to be located outside the DOT 50-foot setback 
3. The driveway for the farmhouse to be connected to Obrien Court 
4. Final approval from required state agencies 
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~8117-10021.150 > Kornmann-20241104-Final Plat Review~ 
Your Infrastructure Ally ruekertmielke.com 

4630 S. Biltmore Lane, Madison, WI 53718 608-819-2600 
 

 
 
November 4, 2024 
 
Mr. Mike Kornmann 
Director of Community and Economic Development 
City of Columbus 
105 North Dickason Boulevard 
Columbus, WI  53925-1565 
 
Re: Columbus – Cardinal Heights Final Plat Review  

Dear Mike:  

Ruekert & Mielke, Inc. has completed our review of the final plat for the above referenced project, dated 
October 22, 2024.  This review is for the compliance with Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapter A-E 7, 
Wisconsin Statute Chapter 236 utilizing the Wisconsin plat checklist provided by plat review, and the City 
of Columbus Ordinances Chapter 90 Article IV and 114.  This review does not constitute a 
recommendation for future phases.  This review may not include all City requirements for this submittal.  
We offer the following comments, clarifications, or concerns: 

General: 

1. Per Wisconsin Administrative Code AE-7 - No comments 

2. Per Wisconsin Statute Chapter 236 

A.  236.20 (3)(d) – The names of adjoining streets, state or county highways, subdivisions drawn in 
their proper location, underscored by dotted or dashed lines.  Lots 1 and 2 of Parkview Addition are 
in Block 2 not Block 1, and CSM 3393 should be listed as Lot 2 instead of Lot 1. 

 
City of Columbus Ordinances: 

1. 90-182 – Show length and bearing of centerline on Obrien Court. 

2. 114-90 – Show vision triangle at Obrian Court intersection.  

Other: 
 
1. Add a note that Lot 2 shall have driveway access from STH 73 only in the location shown on the face 

of the plat.   

2. Special exception request from WisDOT for highway setback shall be approved and approval sent to 
City of Columbus. 

3. Final plat shall be in conformance with trans 233 requirements.  

4. Remove note “any access shall be allowed only by special exception. Any access allowed by special 
exception shall be confirmed and granted only through the driveway permitting process and all 
permits and revocable. “ 

5. Add note that all grading for lots shall conform with the master storm water plan approved and on file 
with the City of Columbus for Cardinal Heights. 
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Mr. Mike Kornmann 
City of Columbus 
November 4, 2024 
Page 2 
 
 

~8117-10021.150 > Kornmann-20241104-Final Plat Review~ 
Your Infrastructure Ally ruekertmielke.com 

 
 
 
 
 

     
 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding this review. 

Respectfully, 
 
RUEKERT & MIELKE, INC. 
 
 
 
 
Jason P. Lietha, P.E. (WI, MN, MI) 
Vice President/Team Leader 
jlietha@ruekert-mielke.com 
 
JPL:sjs 
cc: Jacob Holbert, City of Columbus Utility 
 Matt Amundson, City of Columbus 
 Paul Johnson, City Attorney, Boardman and Clark 

Jason P. 
Lietha

Digitally signed by 
Jason P. Lietha 
Date: 2024.11.04 
14:59:51 -06'00'
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O.L. 1

O'BR
IE

N C
OURT O'BRIEN COURT

CARDINAL HEIGHTS
LOT 46, HIGHLAND RIDGE, RECORDED IN VOLUME 1 ON PAGE 266 OF PLATS AS DOCUMENT NUMBER 739893 IN THE

COLUMBIA COUNTY REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE, LOCATED IN THE  SE1/4 OF THE SE1/4 OF SECTION 14, THE SW1/4 OF
THE SW1/4 OF SECTION 13 AND THE NE1/4 OF THE NE1/4 OF SECTION 23, ALL IN TOWNSHIP 10 NORTH, RANGE 12 EAST,

CITY OF COLUMBUS, COLUMBIA COUNTY, WISCONSIN

SHEET 1 OF 2
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CARDINAL HEIGHTS
LOT 46, HIGHLAND RIDGE, RECORDED IN VOLUME 1 ON PAGE 266 OF PLATS AS DOCUMENT NUMBER 739893 IN THE

COLUMBIA COUNTY REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE, LOCATED IN THE  SE1/4 OF THE SE1/4 OF SECTION 14, THE SW1/4 OF
THE SW1/4 OF SECTION 13 AND THE NE1/4 OF THE NE1/4 OF SECTION 23, ALL IN TOWNSHIP 10 NORTH, RANGE 12 EAST,

CITY OF COLUMBUS, COLUMBIA COUNTY, WISCONSIN

SHEET 2 OF 2
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: City Council 

Meeting Date:  December 17, 2024 

 

Item Title: Zoning map amendment of Cardinal Heights Plat 

Submitted By: Mike Kornmann, Director of Community and Economic Development 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

The request for the rezoning of Cardinal Heights is to implement the City’s approved developer’s 
agreement with Lamp’s Landing.   The agreement includes the development of about16 single family 
homes and one multi-family building with 39-42 units. The request is to change the zoning from Rural 
Development to Residential 3 and Residential 4 (multi-family) 

The request is consistent with the City’s comprehensive plan in several ways. 

• The future land use map identifies the parcel as single family with parcels adjacent to the parcel 
as multi-family 

• The plan directs multi-family uses to arterial road locations and in proximity to highway 
interchanges 

• Policies in the plan include the support for a variety of housing types and lots sizes.   

The proposed zoning is also compatible with the surrounding zoning (see attached zoning map) Multi-
family is located across the street and R1 is located to the north.   The proposed R3 is for the single 
family lots on the north section of the property and east and west ends.   R3 does not allow for multi-
family and any two-family homes are permitted by conditional use.  No two-family homes are proposed 
however.  The multi-family lot (Lot 1) is on the south side of the plat adjacent to Park Avenue; and is 
proposed to be R4. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

• Zoning Map Amendment Application Request 

• Zoning Map of Cardinal Heights and surrounding area 

• Zoning Map Amendment Ordinance Change 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Recommend approval of the zoning map amendment for Cardinal Heights from RD to R3 and R4. 
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Current Zoning
Lot 46 and Surrounding Area

4,717.61

DISCLAIMER:

This map is not a survey of the actual boundary of any property this map 
depicts.

The City of Columbus does not guarantee the accuracy of the material contained here 
in and is not responsible for any misuse or misrepresentation of this information or its 
derivatives.

Print Date: 9/8/2024SCALE: 1 = 393'

City Of Columbus
105 N Dickason Blvd

Columbus, WI 53925

920-623-5900
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G:\Administration\City Council\COUNCIL MEETING ITEMS 2024\12.17.24\Zoning Map Amendment Ordinance.docx 
 

CITY OF COLUMBUS 
 

ZONING MAP AMENDMENT ORDINANCE 2024-1 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP 
 OF THE CITY CODE OF ORDINACES 

 
The Common Council of the City of Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin does hereby 

ordain as follows: 
 
 
1. The property currently described as:  Lot 46, Highland Ridge, recorded in Volume 1 on 

page 266 of Plats as Document Number 739893 in the Columbia County Register of 
Deeds Office, located in the SE1/4 of the SE1/4 of Section 14, the SW1/4 of the SW1/4 
of Section 13 and the NE1/4 of the NE1/4 of Section 23, all in T10N, R12E, City of 
Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin. 

2. The Plan Commission held a public hearing on September 12, 2024 and recommended 
approval of the zoning map amendment. 

3. Specifically, Cardinal Heights Plat Lots 2-18 shall be zoned Residential 3 (R3) and Lot 1 
shall be zoned Residential 4 (R4). 

4. The City Council directs the Zoning Administrator to update the city zoning map 
accordingly. 

5. Severability. If any portion of this Ordinance or its application on any person or 
circumstances is held invalid, the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or any other 
provision herein or its application shall not be affected.  

 
3. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage and posting 

as required by law. 
 

Adopted this 17th day of December, 2024. 
 

CITY OF COLUMBUS 
 
 

By: __________________________  By: __________________________ 
Joseph Hammer, Mayor    Susan L. Caine, Clerk 
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Agenda Item Report 

 
Meeting Type:  City Council 
 

Meeting Date:  December 17, 2024 

 

Item Title: Amendment to the Lamp’s Landing development agreement 

Submitted By: Michael Kornmann, Director of Community and Economic Development 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter:   

The current agreement with Lamp’s Landing has several requirements including the recording of a final 
plat by December 31, 2024.  With the recent new requirements from the Department of Transportation 
related to the Cardinal Heights Final Plat, more time is needed to get the plat approved and recorded.  
The proposed amendment to the development agreement re-sets the deadline for the recording of the 
plat to July 31, 2025.    It notes that the other requirements in the agreement have been met. 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

 Amendment to development agreement document 

 

Action Requested of Council:   Approve amendment to development agreement   

 

 

76

Item #10.



 
Error! Unknown document property name. 

AMENDMENT TO DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT 

 

 This Agreement made and entered into this 17th day of December, 2024, by and between 

Lamps Landing LLC (hereinafter “Developer”) and the City of Columbus, a Wisconsin 

Municipal Corporation (hereinafter “Municipality”).   

RECITALS 

 

 WHEREAS, Developer and Municipality are parties to a Development Agreement 

approved by the parties on June 4, 2024, for the development of Lot 46, Highland Ridge (Parcel 

1188.046) in the City of Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin; and 

 WHEREAS, Developer and Municipality desire to amend certain provisions of the 

Development Agreement as set forth below. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, it is agreed by and between Developer and Municipality as 

follows: 

1. Section A.2. of the Development Agreement is amended to provide that the Developer 

shall record a Plat for the property on or before July 31, 2025. 

 

2. The parties agree that the other contingencies set forth in Section A of the Development 

Agreement have been met. 

 

3. All other terms and conditions of the original Development Agreement remain in full 

force and effect unless modified by the terms of this Amendment. 

 

 

CITY OF COLUMBUS 

 

By: _________________________  By: _________________________ 

 Joseph Hammer, Mayor    Susan L. Caine, Clerk 

 

 

 LAMPS LANDING LLC 

 

By: _________________________ 

 Josh Lamp, Member 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type:  Special Committee of the Whole & Common Council    
                           Meetings 

Meeting Date:   December 17, 2024 

 

Item Title: Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Columbia County Health & 
Human Services – Nutrition Site 2025 

Submitted By: Susan Caine, Clerk 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: Each year the City of Columbus receives an MOU from the 
Columbia County Health & Human Services Department to use the Columbus Community Center as a 
meal site / distribution point for meals to those in need. 

The 2025 MOU shows the change in available hours to coordinate with the Community Center’s schedule 
and the Program agrees to pay a consideration of $42.00 per week, not to exceed $2,184.00 annually. 

There is no cost to the City for this service. 

 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

MOU #2025-020 Columbia County Health & Human Services 

 

 

Action Requested of Council:  Approval of 2025 MOU between the Columbus Community Center and 
the Senior Nutrition Program of Columbia County for January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025. 
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                             COLUMBIA COUNTY HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES   (  ) County Copy 
                                      AGING & DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER              (  ) Provider Copy 

    2025 Memorandum of Understanding                         MOU #2025-020 
 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (“MOU”) BETWEEN THE CITY OF COLUMBUS AS OWNER OF 
THE COLUMBUS COMMUNITY CENTER (“Center”) AND THE SENIOR NUTRITION PROGRAM (“Program”) 
OF COLUMBIA COUNTY FOR JANUARY 1, 2025 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2025. 
 
The following MOU shall govern the use of the facilities of the Center by the Senior Nutrition Program, to-wit: 
 

1. The Center agrees to permit the use of the Community Center Building and facilities located at 125 
North Dickason Blvd in the City of Columbus for the conduct of a Senior Nutrition Program.  These 
facilities include the kitchen and the non-exclusive use of the dining room area with table and chairs 
along with the restrooms. These facilities will be made available to the Program between the hours of 
8:30 am and 1:00 pm for the serving of an 11:30 meal Monday through Thursday and 8:30 am and 
12:00 pm on Friday of each week.  The Program agrees to have a paid or volunteer Site Manager 
present during the serving of all meals. During the Program’s use of the building and facilities the 
Center shall have the ability to use the same building and facilities provided the Center’s use of the 
building and facilities does not interfere with the Program’s use of the same facilities.    
 

2. The Center will provide the Program with working appliances, electricity, heat, hot water, pest control, 
snow/ice removal and adequate restroom facilities. The parking lot of the Center is a public parking lot 
and is available to the program for use.   

 
3. The Program agrees to clean the kitchen and adjoining facilities after each use, including, but not 

limited to: wiping down all counter tops, cupboards, and tables daily prior to leaving the facility, 
disposing of all garbage and placing all trash from the Program in securely tied plastic bags and 
removing them from the building site. 

 
4. The Center will ensure that the area used for Meal Sites will be clean, with no garbage sitting out during 

the Senior Nutrition Meal times. If the space used by the Program is also used by other parties, the 
Program equipment should not be used including the steam table, coffee maker, silverware, etc. except 
upon written agreement between the Program and the other party. 

 
5. The Program does not wish to cause any unreasonable or unnecessary loss or financial burden to the 

Center, and therefore agrees to compensate the Center for Center owned equipment lost, broken, or 
damaged due to the negligence of agents of the Program, exclusive of maintenance or repairs resulting 
from ordinary use. 

 
6. This MOU may be terminated by either party by providing a forty-five (45) day advance written notice.  

Any change or alteration to said MOU must be in writing and approved by both Parties.  
 

7. This MOU is effective January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025.  The Program agrees to pay a 
consideration of $42 per week, not to exceed $2,184.00 annually.  

 
8. This MOU binds each Party to secure and maintain policies of fire and extended coverage and liability 

insurance in amounts adequate to insure their interests in all properties located at the described 
location (please attach a copy of said policies). 

 
9. The Parties agree that any additional equipment installation or deviation from routine room use by the 

Program will be done only with written consent of the Center Director or Administrator. 
 

10. If previously planned painting, remodeling, or repair work will be done by the City during the Program 
hours, the City shall provide the Program with at least a 72 hour notice. If such preplanned work will 
prevent the use of the Center Building, the City shall provide the Program with at least a seven (7) day 
notice to allow for other arrangements to be made. Notification in the case of emergency repairs shall 
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                             COLUMBIA COUNTY HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES   (  ) County Copy 
                                      AGING & DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER              (  ) Provider Copy 

    2025 Memorandum of Understanding                         MOU #2025-020 
 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (“MOU”) BETWEEN THE CITY OF COLUMBUS AS OWNER OF 
THE COLUMBUS COMMUNITY CENTER (“Center”) AND THE SENIOR NUTRITION PROGRAM (“Program”) 
OF COLUMBIA COUNTY FOR JANUARY 1, 2025 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2025. 
 
The following MOU shall govern the use of the facilities of the Center by the Senior Nutrition Program, to-wit: 
 

be provided as soon as possible. 
 

11. To avoid conflict with Center observance of holidays, the Program will observe and when necessary 
close the meal site on those days holidays are observed by the Center after receiving a holiday / 
closure list by the Center. 

12. The Program will maintain for its sole use a phone to serve the Senior Nutrition Program.  
 

13. When area schools are cancelled due to weather, meal sites will also be closed and no meals will be 
provided that day. 

 
14. The Center will provide the Program with adequate secure space for a locked file cabinet that only 

Program staff have access to and adequate space for storage of equipment and supplies. 
 

15. The Program will be in charge of ordering meals to ensure that there will be no over-ordering of meals 
and ensure that the meals ordered from the caterer match the reservation sheet counts. 

 
16. The Program staff and the Center staff will actively coordinate to invite diners to participate in 

scheduled programs.  Activities promoted to diners should most often be those that are free of any 
charges and would not interrupt diners while they are actually eating their lunches. 
 

17. The first Monday of each month no congregate meals will be served and only home delivered meals will 
occur. The kitchen will still be available for use by the Program for the preparation of home delivered 
meals. Furthermore, the City may have up to seven additional non-consecutive days each year where 
no congregate meals will be served and only home delivered meals will be prepared. The City shall 
provide at least 30 days advance notice when no congregate meals are able to be served. 
 

18. When the Center building is in use for voting, the Program is allowed to use the kitchen for preparation 
of delivered meals. No congregate meals will be served that day. 
 
 

PARTIES TO THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING: 
 
 
 
By:                                                                              ________________________                                          
 Joe Hammer     Date 
 Title: Mayor 
  
By:                                                                              ________________________                                          
 Susan L. Caine    Date 
 Title: City Clerk 
 
By:                                                                             ________________________  
  Heather Gove     Date 
 Columbia County Health and Human Services 
 Director 
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Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Common Council 

Meeting Date: 12/17/2024 

 

Item Title: Claims Packet 

Submitted By: Krystal Larson, Treasurer 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

Claims from 11/22/2024 to 12/11/2024 in the amount of $1,118,741.51 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Claims Packet 11/22/2024 – 12/11/2024 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Consider & take action on claims in the amount of $1,118,741.51 
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