
 

Common Council Meeting Agenda 

Monday, August 05, 2024 at 6:35 PM 

Columbus City Hall – 105 N. Dickason Boulevard 

 

 

Roll Call 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Notice of Open Meeting 

Approval of Agenda 

Public Comment 

Consent Agenda 

1. Council and Committee of the Whole Minutes 07/16/2024 

2. Approve Mayoral Appointments for Board of Review, Cable Commission 

3. Approve disposal of 2006 Sterling Chassis Vactor Truck via Wisconsin Surplus Auction 

New Business 

4. Consider & take action on task order 2024-03 from Ruekert-Mielke related to design of stormwater 
improvements to Fireman's Park in the amount of $84,400. 

5. Consider & take action on proposal from Parkitecture + Planning to develop a master plan for 
Fireman's Park in the amount of $17,768. 

6. Facade grant request by Kaba Bah for 101 E James Street in the amount of $25,000 

7. Consider & take action on claims in the amount of $ 311,242.25 

Report of City Officers – City Administrator, Mayor 

Adjourn 

*A quorum of city committees and/or commissions may be present at this meeting. No action will be 
taken or considered by those committees and/or commissions. 
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CITY OF COLUMBUS 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, JULY 16, 2024 

1. Roll Call:  Mayor Hammer called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. Present: Mayor 
Hammer, Alders: Finkler, Lawson, Motiff, Reid, Roelke and Rostad. Also present: 
Administrator Matt Amundson, Clerk Caine, Larson, Kornmann, Bennett, Police Chief 
Weiner, Fire Chief Hazeltine, City Attorney Johnson, City Engineer Leitha, Amanda 
Blomberg with Baker Tilly, other city staff and interested citizens.

2. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance.

3. Notice of Open Meeting: Noted as posted.

4. Approve Agenda: Motion by Rostad and second by Motiff to approve the agenda with 
the omission of Mayoral Appointments as there were none at this time. Carried by voice 
vote.

5. Correspondence & Communications: None.

6. Presentation of 2023 Audit by Amanda Blomberg, Baker Tilly: Blomberg presented 
the 2023 Audit results and financial highlights with the council, focusing on the results 
from the city portion (versus Utilities).

7. Consent Agenda: Motion by Roelke, second by Rostad, to approve the Consent 
Agenda which included the minutes from the June 20, 2024 Council Workshop, and the 
July 2, 2024 Council Meeting and Special and regular Committee of the Whole 
meetings. Motion carried on a voice vote.

New Business: 

1. Consider and Take Action on Alcohol License application for Magnolias Grill and
Bar LLC: Motion and amended motion by Finkler, seconds by Motiff to approve the
Alcohol License application for Magnolias Grill and Bar LLC pending their completed
final fire inspection. Motion carried on a voice vote.

2. Consider and Take Action on the Certified Survey Map (CSM) for 366 E. Poet
Street and 807 Farnham Street, Columbus, Wisconsin: Motion by Roelke, second by
Finkler to approve the Certified Survey Map for 366 E. Poet Street and 807 Farnham
Street in Columbus, Wisconsin. Motion carried on a voice vote.

3. Consider and Take Action on the Façade Grant Program Guideline Revisions:
Motion by Finkler, second by Reid to approve the Façade Grant Program Guideline
Revisions. Kornmann shared that the revisions do not clearly state that the city council
has the final approval of the guidelines so he recommended that be added to the motion
to clarify the verbiage. Finkler amended her motion to approve the Façade Grant
Program Guideline Revisions with the modification that the City Council has final
approval, Reid seconded. Alder Lawson reminded council that HLPC has final authority
to approve their fund distribution, so that option could also be made available to the
Community Development Authority (CDA). Alder Motiff shared that the CDA has
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stringent guidelines and also feels the CDA should be able to make their own final 
decisions on the approval of the grant monies. Amundson shared that the CDA is best 
positioned to understand and determine the award of the grants. If this was to have to 
come back to council, the approval would have to go from CDA to the Committee of the 
Whole then back to Council, which would take at least another month. He feels the CDA 
can move through the award of a grant in a more timely fashion. Motion carried on a 4-2 
voice vote, with Alders Finkler, Reid, Roelke, and Rostad voting Yea; Alders Lawson and 
Motiff voting Nay.  

 
4. Consider and Take Action on the Beautification Committee’s request for approval 

to sponsor a fundraising project through the painting of garbage cans to be used 
in the City parks: Motion by Roelke, second by Lawson to approve the Beautification 
Committee’s request to sponsor a fundraising project through the painting of garbage 
cans to be used in the City parks. Motion carried on a voice vote. 

 
5. Consider and Take Action on Request by area Veterans Organizations to display 

Veteran Banners in downtown Columbus: Motion by Finkler, second by Reid to 
approve the display of Veteran’s Banners in downtown Columbus. After a clarification of 
when the banners would be displayed, motion carried by voice vote. 
 

6. Consider and Take Action on Proposal from Rhyme to provide iPads for Mayor 
and Council Members: Motion by Finkler, second by Motiff to accept the proposal from 
Rhyme to provide iPads for the Mayor and Council for city use. Motion carried on a 5-1 
roll call vote with Alder Lawson voting Nay. 
 

7. Consider and Take Action on Acceptable Use Policy for Elected Officials: Motion 
by Finkler, second by Lawson to approve the Acceptable Use Policy for Elected Officials. 
Motion Carried on a voice vote. 
 

8. Consider and Take Action on Claims in the amount of $473,317.11. Motion by Motiff, 
second by Lawson to approve the Claims in the amount of $473,317.11. Motion carried 
on a 6-0 roll call vote. 
 

9. Report of City Officers – Police Chief Weiner, City Administrator, Mayor: Chief 
Weiner gave an overview of the events that took place on the morning of July 4, 2024. 
The department has had a particularly rough 2024, so far, but they are doing really well. 
Chief personally thanked many people and departments; local, county and state; local 
businesses and entities for their assistance that day and beyond. It was a team effort. 
National Night Out is August 6, 2024 from 5:30pm until 8:00pm. There will be games and 
food available for the attendees. There are both a Blackhawk helicopter and a Flight for 
Life helicopter scheduled to be here, along with Bernie Brewer. 
 
Administrator Amundson shared his thanks to Chief Weiner for his professionalism and 
communication during the 4th of July parade and events of the day. Admundson is 
planning on joining the 4th of July Committee as a volunteer. Mayor Hammer also 
extended thank you’s to Chief Weiner, Chief Hazeltine, Troy Kehoe and Dalton Hiley for 
calling in their staff to assist with all of the events during the day. He asked our 
community to extend their prayers to our staff, and all those affected by these events. 
Hammer also reminded all that the second Concert in the Park will be taking place 
Wednesday, July 17th. There are still openings available to serve on the Senior Advisory 
Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, Cable Commission and Plan Commission.  
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10. Adjourn: Motion by Finkler, second by Rostad to adjourn at 7:41 pm. Carried by voice 

vote. 
 
 
 
DRAFT Submitted by Clerk Susan L. Caine  
Disclaimer: These minutes are uncorrected; any corrections made thereto will be so noted in the 
proceedings at which these minutes are approved. 
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CITY OF COLUMBUS 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE COUNCIL MINUTES 

TUESDAY, JULY 16, 2024 

1. Roll Call:  Council President Amy Roelke called the meeting to order at 7:45 pm. 
Present: Roelke, Mayor Joe Hammer, Alders: Finkler, Lawson, Motiff, Reid and Rostad.  
Also present: Administrator Matt Amundson, Clerk Caine, Larson, Kornmann, Bennett, 
Meyers, Police Chief Weiner, Fire Chief Hazeltine, City Attorney Johnson, City Engineer 
Leitha, and other city staff and interested citizens.  

 
2. Notice of Open Meeting: Noted as posted. 

 
3. Approve Agenda: Motion by Rostad and second by Motiff to approve the agenda as 

presented. Alder Rostad asked that Lifestar add inter-facility transfers to their report and 
has not seen that information reported, yet. Clerk Caine will follow up with Lifestar. 
Carried by voice vote. 
 

4. Citizen Comments: None. 
 

5. Department Reports for file included Library 06/2024, Lifestar/EMS 06/2024, Police 
06/2024, Treasurer 06/2024.   
 

6. Discuss Possible April 2025 Referendum for Funding of a Stormwater Utility: The 
County deadline for the Spring 2025 ballot is January 21, 2025. Amundson shared that 
we have a detailed plan and there are nineteen priority projects as listed by Ruekert-
Mielke. We need to identify a funding source that does not compete with the budget and 
projects already included in the budget. The council creates the verbiage they would like 
in the referendum question. There is a Public Information Meeting scheduled for July 24, 
2024 at 6:00pm. Attorney Johnson shared that Ch.104, Stormwater Utility in the city 
code, specifically Ch.104-4, outlines the process. Council would like to review the last 
referendum question at a future Committee of the Whole meeting. There will also be 
future discussion in preparing to share the information to the community. 
 

7. Discuss and Review Proposal from Ruekert-Mielke related to Design of 
Stormwater Improvements to Fireman’s Park for a possible 2025 Construction 
Project: Amundson began the discussion by explaining this will require us to remove 
existing deteriorating pipe and replace it with a more natural approach. Leitha shared 
this project is in the comprehensive study. The current system is at 1/8th of the capacity 
needed. The culvert removal will split the park in two with the new channel. There are 
many state agencies that have to review and agree with the project. This Task Order 
does not currently have the design layout. This project is slated for 2025 construction, 
with bidding going out in January. Committee agreed to move forward to the 08/05/2024 
Regular Council Meeting. 
 

8. Discuss and Review Proposal from Parkitecture+ Planning for Master Plan for 
Fireman’s Park:  Amundson feels this will both address the stormwater issues and the 
future of Fireman’s Park. There is money available in the budget for the design portion. 
The actual improvements could be funded through borrowing, development of a TIF 
district, etc. We want to maintain our borrowing ability for other projects, as well.    
Committee agreed to move forward to the 08/05/2024 Regular Council Meeting. 
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9. Discussion and Update on Resthaven Project at Fireman’s Park: Henry Ehling 

presented on behalf of the Columbus Historic Landmarks and Preservation Commission 
(CHLPC). The restroom renovation bids came in and they were all above what was 
expected and therefore rejected. They are asking for guidance from council as to the 
council’s vision for the future of Resthaven. CHLPC has earmarked funds that are to be 
spent on Resthaven updates/improvements. We have approved an environmental 
review, but actual work on the building will need to be re-bid. Committee members 
agreed that this discussion needs to continue in order to give guidance to CHLPC. 
 

10. Discussion related to the Disposal/Sale of WasteWater Vactor Truck: We are 
receiving our new truck this month. Jacob Holbert has put together the memo in your 
packet. Amundson shared that the city has put equipment out for auction in the past, as 
per policy. We have also received interest from the City of Ripon for a direct purchase. 
Amundson would recommend putting it up for auction which would allow the City of 
Ripon to bid on it if they so choose. Alder Rostad suggested that the city receive a resale 
valuation for the truck as well, and set a reserve amount. Committee members agreed to 
move forward to the 08/05/2024 council meeting for approval. 
 

11. Discuss 2025 Budget Process and Timeline: Amundson has been working with 
Treasurer Larson to develop the presented 2025 Budget timeline. Larson will begin 
working with Department Heads and their individual parts of the budget this week. 
 

12. Update on Strategic Planning Process: Amundson shared that the Strategic Planning 
Committee has met with the public twice and the staff twice to gather answers to the 
survey questions. The committee has also received several surveys back electronically 
from residents that have not been able to attend the sessions. The next step is to hold a 
public meeting to go through the four main strategic priorities, which will help us confirm 
we have included what our residents want. 

 
13. Adjourn: Motion by Finkler, second by Lawson to adjourn at 8:54pm. Carried by voice 

vote. 
 

 
Draft Copy  
Submitted by Clerk Susan L. Caine 
 
Disclaimer: These minutes are uncorrected; any corrections made thereto will be so noted in the 
proceedings at which these minutes are approved. 
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2024 AGENDA ITEM  
    

Committee of the Whole Meeting date:  __n/a_____________________________ 

  

Council Meeting date:  ______________August 5, 2024_____________________ 

  

ITEM:                      Mayoral Appointment to Boards/Committees/Commissions_____ 

 

SUBMITTED BY:  _Susan Caine, Clerk____________________________________ 

 

 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT MATTER:  Mayor Joe Hammer 

would like to recommend the following Appointments to the Board of Review and 

the Cable Commission: 

 

Board of Review - David Smith, for the term of 2024 through 2029, a five-year term. 

 
Cable Commission – Chris Behl, for the term of 2024 through 2027, a three-year term. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIST ALL SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION ATTACHED:   None 

 

 

 

ACTION REQUESTED OF COUNCIL:  Consider presented appointments. 
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2024 AGENDA ITEM  
  

   

Committee of the Whole Meeting date:  July 16, 2024  

  

Council Meeting date: August 6, 2024 

  

ITEM:  Dispose of city owned asset:  

2006 Sterling Chassis - Vactor Truck VIN:2FZHAZDE26AV69443 

 

SUBMITTED BY: Jacob Holbert, Utilities Director 

 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT MATTER:   

 

2024 International Chassis - Vactor 2100i that was ordered on 12/5/2023 will be delivered 

on July 24th 2024.  Training will be provided by MacQueen Group personnel on the proper 

operation of the new truck to all department employees in Utilities and DPW.   

 

The current Sterling Vactor will need to be rotated out of service and sold per the City of 

Columbus Disposal of Assets policy. 

 

The City of Ripon Assistant Public Works Superintendent has expressed interest in 

making a direct purchase, but I have stated we will be following the City of Columbus 

Disposal of Assets policy. 

 

At this time, I am requesting permission to dispose of the 2006 Sterling Chassis – Vactor 

Truck via Wisconsin Surplus Auction, or at the recommendation and permission of the 

Common Council, obtain a resale value for the unit and allow the city of Ripon to purchase 

the unit at the appraised value. 

  

 

LIST ALL SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION ATTACHED:    

n/a 

  

 

ACTION REQUESTED OF COUNCIL:   

Approve disposal of this vehicle through Wisconsin Surplus or allow the Utility Director 

to obtain a resale value and propose that price to the city of Ripon. 
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202  AGENDA ITEM 

Committee of the Whole Meeting date: ___________________________ 

Council Meeting date:  ______________________________

ITEM:  _______________________________________________________

SUBMITTED BY:  ______________________________________________ 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT MATTER: 

LIST ALL SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION ATTACHED: 

ACTION REQUESTED OF COUNCIL: 
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TASK ORDER 2024-03 
2024 Fireman’s Park Culvert Removal Design and Bidding 

 

Page 1 of 5 Pages 
7/9/24  Task Order No. 2024-03 
~Task Order 2024-03 Firemans Park Culvert Removal~  Ruekert & Mielke, Inc. 

  
 

 
Task Order 
 
In accordance with paragraph 1.1 of the Master Professional Service Agreement between the City of Columbus 
(Owner) and Ruekert and Mielke, Inc. (Engineer) for Professional Services – Task Order Edition dated March 20, 2019 
(“Agreement”), Owner and Engineer agree as follows:  
 
1. Specific Project Data 

The Owner has experienced flooding in Fireman’s Park and surrounding areas for many years. The Second Ward 
Creek upstream of Fireman's Park is an open channel. The Second Ward Creek in Firemans Park is a 750 lineal 
foot 48-inch CMP storm water pipe. In 2019, a downstream section of the pipe by the deer pen / aquatic center 
had failed and collapsed. The Owner contracted with Columbia County to remove the pipe and restore the open 
ditch through that section. This was done under emergency conditions to ensure the creek could safely pass 
storm water through the park without backing up. The 750-foot section is the only remaining section of pipe that 
remains today.   
 
The Second Ward Creek has been studied several times with recommendations through the years beginning with 
a study in 2011 to review drainage issues as a result of the 2008 flooding. Some improvements were 
recommended and made following the reports to help with known flooding issues. In 2016 FEMA and Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) revised the FIRM mapping and effectively updated the extents of the 
flood plain for the Second Ward Creek and Crawfish River. As a result of the changes, a specific study was 
conducted by the Owner to review the options specifically for the pipe removal in Fireman’s Park. That study 
recommended removal of the aging culvert. 
 
In 2021, after additional flooding events occurred in the Second Ward Creek, an update was completed to review 
changes to the creek.  These included an increase of the culvert under STH 89 along with downstream impacts of 
this change on the tributary for Second Ward Creek. As a follow-up to the 2021 study, options for bypassing the 
city with flood waters were also reviewed to mitigate or reduce flooding risk. 
 
In 2022, the Comprehensive Storm Water Study was completed for the entire city that looked at all projects 
associated with storm water. One of the recommended projects for Second Ward Creek was to remove the 48-
inch pipe and the study included an updated cost.  
 
This task order will begin the planning, design, permitting and bidding phase to remove the 48-inch CMP in 
Fireman’s Park. Construction related services will be by a separate task order. 
 
2. Services of Engineer 

A. PHASE 1 – Data Collection and Planning 

Data Collection 

1) Site investigation to confirm site conditions and determine project limits. 
2) Photograph project locations for permit requirements. 
3) Diggers Hotline request to locate all utilities, including measure downs for inverts. 
4) Site survey to supplement existing information. 
5) Wetland delineation and stream habitat assessment. 

 
Planning 

1) Preapplication meeting for WDNR and United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Permit with 
stakeholders. 

2) One public informational meeting. 
3) Development of final project scope with staff. 

This is Task Order No. 2024-03, consisting 
of 5 pages 
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TASK ORDER 2024-03 
2024 Fireman’s Park Culvert Removal Design and Bidding 

 

Page 2 of 5 Pages 
7/9/24  Task Order No. 2024-03 
~Task Order 2024-03 Firemans Park Culvert Removal~  Ruekert & Mielke, Inc. 

4) Confirm and update HEC RAS model for Second Ward Creek required for permitting. 
5) Park planning consultant coordination. 
6) Endangered Resource Review and Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) Review. 

 
B. PHASE 2 – Design and Permitting 

Design 

1) Project administration. 
2) Hydraulic modeling update. 

a. Review upstream and downstream impacts. 
3) Plan development. 

a. Design and prepare storm sewer plan and profiles. 
b. Design and prepare erosion control drawings and notes. 
c. Prepare existing and new ditch cross sections. 
d. Landscape design. 
e. Bypass pumping plan. 
f. Prepare cover, project overview, typical sections, and details. 
g. Quantities and opinion of probable construction cost. 
h. Storm water / drainage analysis and design report. 

4) Specification development. 
a. Specifications – legal and procedural. 
b. Specifications – technical. 
c. Complete project manual for bidding. 

5) 30/60/90 meetings with Columbus for review. 
6) QA/QC. 

Permitting 

1) Prepare WDNR (Assumed Individual Chapter 30) and USACE (to be determined) waterway permit 
and submit required permit documents. 
a. Items include:  

i. NR347 checklist. 
ii. Preliminary cultural assessment. 
iii. Draft and final permit application. 

2) Prepare WDNR Storm Water and Erosion Control Permits. 
3) Prepare FEMA CLOMR. 

C. PHASE 3 – Bidding 

1) General coordination with City. 
2) General coordination with potential bidders. 
3) Addenda preparation 
4) Attend bid opening. 
5) Review bids and prepare bid tabulation. 
6) Make formal award recommendation to client. 

3. Owner's Responsibilities 

Owner shall have those responsibilities as set forth in Section II of the Agreement, subject to the following: 

A. Owner shall confirm meeting dates and attendance. 
B. Provide approval of selected design and specifications. 
C. Provide timely review of plans. 
D. Sign and pay permit fees.  
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TASK ORDER 2024-03 
2024 Fireman’s Park Culvert Removal Design and Bidding 

 

Page 3 of 5 Pages 
7/9/24  Task Order No. 2024-03 
~Task Order 2024-03 Firemans Park Culvert Removal~  Ruekert & Mielke, Inc. 

4. Items Excluded and Assumptions 

A. The following items are excluded from the Scope of Services. 

1) Any scope that is not specifically listed above.  
2) Follow-up site visits, meetings, and certifications not included in the above scope. 
3) Creation or update of any park plan or bridge design. 
4) Grant submission or finance support. 
5) Contaminated site investigations, coordination, and/or remediation design. 
6) Historical, environmental, archeological, or threatened and endangered species investigations, 

coordination, and/or mitigation activities other than planning Phase #6. 
7) Alternatives analysis. 
8) Environmental impact statements or site assessments. 
9) Title searches, record drawings, boundary survey or property survey. 
10) Real estate appraisal/acquisition. 
11) Easement preparation or CSM. 
12) Any construction related activities. 
13) Hydrologic Modeling updates. 
14) FEMA Letter of Map revision. 
15) NR347 sampling requirements and associated permitting for dredging projects. 
16) NR500 permitting – general solid waste management. 
17) USACE Letter of Permission permitting. 
18) Wetland specific permitting (assume all waterway disturbance) and associated WDNR wetland impact 

fees. Wetland or stream mitigation requirements. 
 

B. Assumptions 
1)  Development of this task order is based on the assumption that the proposed alignment, cross-section, 

and materials will be accepted and approved via the WDNR and USACE.  
 
5. Times for Rendering Services 

A. Schedules are subject to change due to activities beyond the control of R/M. 

The tentative schedule is as follows:  

Authorization to Proceed 08/06/24 

Planning  09/15/24 

Preliminary Design  10/01/24 

Final Design 12/01/24 

Permitting 01/02/25 

Bids Due on Project  02/15/25 

Start Construction 04/15/25 

Final Completion 06/15/25 

Project Closeout 07/01/25 
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TASK ORDER 2024-03 
2024 Fireman’s Park Culvert Removal Design and Bidding 

 

Page 4 of 5 Pages 
7/9/24  Task Order No. 2024-03 
~Task Order 2024-03 Firemans Park Culvert Removal~  Ruekert & Mielke, Inc. 

6. Payments to Engineer 

A. Owner shall pay Engineer for services rendered as follows: 

Category of Services Compensation Method Estimate of Compensation for 
Services 

Phase 1  
 

Time and Materials Not to 
Exceed $19,500 

Phase 2 – Design Time and Materials Not to 
Exceed $42,400 

Phase 2 – Permitting Time and Materials Not to 
Exceed $18,500 

Phase 3 Time and Materials Not to 
Exceed $4,000 

 TOTAL = $84,400 
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TASK ORDER 2024-03 
2024 Fireman’s Park Culvert Removal Design and Bidding 

 

Page 5 of 5 Pages 
7/9/24  Task Order No. 2024-03 
~Task Order 2024-03 Firemans Park Culvert Removal~  Ruekert & Mielke, Inc. 

Between City of Columbus 
and 

Ruekert & Mielke, Inc. 
Dated August 6, 2024 

 
 
Terms and Conditions: Execution of this Task Order by Owner and Engineer shall make it subject to terms and 
conditions, (as modified above) set forth in the Master Engineering Agreement Amendment between Owner and 
Engineer, dated March 20, 2019, which are incorporated by this reference. Engineer is authorized to begin 
performance upon its receipt of a copy of this Task Order signed by Owner. 
 
The Effective Date of this Task Order is August 6, 2024. 
 
OWNER: ENGINEER: 
 
City of Columbus Ruekert & Mielke, Inc. 
 
 
 
Signature:   Signature:   
 
Name:    Name: Jason P. Lietha, P.E.  
 
Title:    Title:  Vice President/Team Leader  
 
Date:    Date: August 6, 2024  
 

DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE FOR TASK ORDER 

Name:    Name:  Heidi Jeninga, P.E.  
 
Title:    Title:  Project Engineer  
 
Address:    Address: 4630 S. Biltmore Lane  

    Madison, WI 53718  

Email:    Email:  hjeninga@ruekert-mielke.com  
 
Phone:    Phone:  608-819-2600  
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202  AGENDA ITEM 

Committee of the Whole Meeting date: ___________________________ 

Council Meeting date:  ______________________________

ITEM:  _______________________________________________________

SUBMITTED BY:  ______________________________________________ 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT MATTER: 

LIST ALL SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION ATTACHED: 

ACTION REQUESTED OF COUNCIL: 
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Parkitecture + Planning 
1 

July 3, 2024 
 
Matt Amundson 
City Administrator 
City of Columbus 
105 N. Dickinson Blvd. 
Columbus, WI 53925 
 
 
Dear Matt: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this proposal for the conceptual planning for the renovation of 
Fireman’s Park in Columbus. We understand that there are upcoming stormwater management 
improvements slated for within this park that may disrupt the status quo and will help you assemble a 
vision for the next chapter of this open space that can coexist with these infrastructure improvements. 
 
The project will include evaluation of the existing park amenity layout, collaboration and coordination with 
the City Engineer who is developing the stormwater plans, and analysis of the potential redevelopment of 
the park.  Our scope will include conceptual planning, budget estimates, and working with you and your 
staff/consultant to find potential solutions. Detailed design and construction documents may be added as 
an additional service at a later date. This work could be tied into the stormwater project plans that will go 
out for public bidding. The anticipated schedule includes concept design during the late summer of 2024 
and budget estimates ready for integration in the city CIP in the fall of 2024. Detailed design and 
engineering could occur in the fall/winter of 2024 with an anticipated project bidding in early 2025. 
 
Thank you very much for the opportunity! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Blake Theisen, PLA, ASLA      
Principal 
 
Parkitecture + Planning 
901 Deming Way, Suite 201 
Madison, WI  53717 
 
E blake@parkitecture.org 
P 608.886.6808       
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Parkitecture + Planning 

2 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 

 

 Conceptual Design 
 Facilitate Kick off meeting with City staff and Engineering consultant. This meeting will include a 

site visit, review design intent, opportunities/constraints, and precedent imagery. 
 Develop up to two (2) concepts for the park area to explore options such as pathway 

connections, channel alignment and treatment, sports field improvements, playground 

relocation./redevelopment, parking configurations, and other amenities. 

 Attend review meetings (2 assumed) with City Staff and consultant. 

 Attend a public input meeting to present preliminary concepts and ascertain wishes of the public 

end users for potential improvements. 

 Refine concept options into final conceptual master plan layout. 

 Assemble Opinion of Probable Construction Costs (OPC). 

 Produce final rendered graphics (plan view) for use by City. 

 

OUTCOMES 
#1 2-3 Conceptual Plans 11x17 pdf 

#2 Estimate of Probable Construction Costs 8.5x11 pdf 

#3 Site Plan Rendering for City Use 11x17 pdf 

 

 
Responsibilities of Owner and Others 

The City shall supply Parkitecture with Digital CAD topo and aerial photography of the project site.   

 

Proposed Fee 

For completion of the scope of services presented above, our proposed fees are lump sum by task. 
 
Conceptual Design    $ 17,768 
 
The fees identified above shall be fixed unless substantial changes in the scope of work occur. P+P shall 
notify Client of substantial changes to the agreed upon scope of work and obtain approval prior to 
commencement of additional work.  
 
Acceptance below signifies a notification to proceed with the scope outlined above. Formal contract 
documents shall follow. 

 
Accepted by:       Date:    

 
____________________________________________  _____________________________  
City of Columbus 
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Parkitecture + Planning 

3 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 

Payment Terms 
Progress invoices will be sent monthly or as otherwise discussed for work completed; payment of invoices 
is due within 30 days after receipt. Parkitecture + Planning (P+P) shall reserve the right to stop work or 
withhold deliverables until payment is current. 

 
Reimbursable Expenses 
Reimbursable expenses will be billed at cost plus five percent (5%) unless otherwise included in the fixed 
fee. Mileage shall be charged at the current Federal rate unless otherwise included in the fixed fee. 

 
Ownership of Documents 
Upon the making of final payment, as required by this Agreement, the Client shall assume ownership of the 
deliverables as described above. Use of the documents without further involvement of P+P shall be at the 
sole risk of the Client. The Client shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless P+P, sub-consultants, and the 
agents, officers, Principals, and employees of each from and against any and all claims, damages, losses, 
costs and expenses, including but not limited to attorney’s fees, costs and expenses incurred in connection 
with any dispute resolution process, arising out of or resulting from such use of the documents. 

 
Limitation of Liability 
In recognition of the relative risks and benefits of the project to both the Client and P+P, the risks have been 
allocated such that Client agrees, to the fullest extent permitted by law, to limit the liability of P+P. This 
applies to any and all allegations, claims, losses, costs, damages of any nature, or claims expenses from any 
cause or causes, including attorneys’ fees and costs and expert-witness fees and costs, so that the total 
aggregate liability of P+P shall not exceed the total fee for services rendered under this contract.  

 
Authorization and Notice to Proceed 
Signing of this document signifies an agreement to the fees and serves as authorization to 
commence work. If the terms in this fee proposal are acceptable, please sign and return one a signed copy 
to P+P. 
 
Schedule 
Work provided under this Agreement shall commence upon receipt of a signed copy of this document. P+P 
shall work with Client to meet specified deadlines within a reasonable expectation.  

 
Client’s Responsibilities 
Client shall provide P+P with all relevant information for the project including but not limited to program 
statement, prior design files, subsurface exploration information, utility plans, current survey documents 
(AutoCAD format), and any other past planning documents. Client will review incremental progress 
documents and provide feedback to P+P in a timely manner. Client shall bear responsibility for any costs 
and or loses arising from discovery of unforeseen conditions or inaccuracies of existing condition 
documents. 
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Item #5.



 

Agenda Item Report 

Meeting Type: Committee of the Whole 

Meeting Date: August 5, 2024 

 

Item Title: Facade grant request by Kaba Bah for 101 E James Street 

Submitted By: Mike Kornmann, Director of Community & Economic Development 

 

Detailed Description of Subject Matter: 

The façade grant application by Kaba Bah is the second phase for the building at 101 E. James St.   A 

total of six apartments have been remodeled.   Phase two includes 23 windows, 4 exterior doors, and 

painting.  Kaba owns one other building in downtown in addition to this one. 

 

 

List all Supporting Documentation Attached: 

Façade Grant application.  The last couple of pages show photos of the façade of the pre-project look 

and photo of post project. 

 

 

Action Requested of Council: 

Approve the façade grant request in the amount of $25,000. 
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