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ROOM A | 130 6TH STREET WEST PHONE (406) 892-4391 

 COLUMBIA FALLS, MT 59912 FAX (406) 892-4413 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
AGENDA 

MONDAY, JULY 03, 2023 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS CITY HALL 

FINANCE COMMITTEE – 6:30 P.M 

(Barnhart, Shepard, Fisher)  

REGULAR MEETING – 7:00 P.M.   

CALL TO ORDER  

ROLL CALL 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

CONSENT AGENDA:  

1. Approval of Claims - June 30, 2023 - $607,073.45 

2. Approval of Claims - July 3, 2023 - $16,606.19 

3. Approval of Payroll Claims - $118,025.70 

4. Approval of Payroll Claims - June 30, 2023 - $62,289.74 (Special and Quarterly) 

5. Approval of Regular City Council Meeting Minutes - June 19, 2023 

6. Approval of EAP Agreement - 2 Year renewal - Sapphire Resource Connection Inc and authorize 
City Manager to execute. 

7. Approval of Planning Services Agreement, Sands Surveying, Inc. effective July 1, 2023 and 
authorize City Manager to execute. 

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION: 

Sergeant Sean Murphy - 9/16/03- 6/28/2023 

 

VISITORS/PUBLIC COMMENT (Items not on agenda)  
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS/PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

2023-24 FY Preliminary Budget Hearings Continued until Adoption of Budget  

8. 2023-24 FY Preliminary Budget Hearings Continued Until Adoption of Budget 

July 3rd - Budget Hearing Continued: Mill Levy Calculation/Estimate Discussion and Debt 
Service Budgets for 23-24 FY 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   

9. Call for Bids - 2023 Chip Seal Project 

10. Skatepark Information 

REPORTS / BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & COUNCIL   

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

Review of recently adopted legislation - impact on City 

Park Issues/Court Hours 

Swim Lesson Update - Starting July 10th 

11. Review of 2023 Legislation Impact on City 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT  

MISCELLANEOUS  

12. Correspondence 

ADJOURN 

Next Scheduled Meetings: 
City Council – Regular Meeting, Monday, July 17, 2023– 7:00 PM 
Planning Board – TBD (NO JULY MEETING) 
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12:59:10                                                Claim Approval List                                Report ID: AP100V
                                                  For the Accounting Period:  6/23
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 44614           3112 406 CLEANING OF COLUMBIA FALLS       3,400.00
       234 05/25/23 FAC-JUNE JANITORIAL SERVICE          3,400.00                              1000     411200    399        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      3,400.00

 44612           1606 ANYTIME LOCK & SAFE                    145.00
 PD ACCESS CONTROL SYSTEM REPAIR
       85500 06/19/23 FAC-PD ACCESS CONTROL REPAIR         145.00                              1000     411200    366        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        145.00

 44607           3028 CENTURYLINK - BUSINESS SERVICES        314.07
 INTERNET SERVICES 05/16/23-06/15/23
       644848423 05/16/23 COMP-05/16-06/15/23              314.07                              1000     410580    345        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        314.07

 44608       E    997 CENTURYLINK - ELECTRONIC PAY           781.70
 June 2023
       061823 06/18/23 CRTS-6/18-7/17/23                    32.09                              1000     410360    345        101000
       061823 06/18/23 PD-6/18-7/17/23                     129.14                              1000     420100    345        101000
       061823 06/18/23 FD-6/18-7/17/23                      64.43                              1000     420400    345        101000
       061823 06/18/23 POOL-6/18-7/17/23                    74.29*                             1000     460445    345        101000
       061823 06/18/23 STRTS-6/18-7/17/23                  133.56                              2500     430200    345        101000
       061823 06/18/23 WTR-6/18-7/17/23                    204.00                              5210     430500    345        101000
       061823 06/18/23 SWR-6/18-7/17/23                    144.19                              5310     430600    345        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        781.70

 44609             14 CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS               3,525.32
       062323 06/23/23 FAC-5/18-6/19/23                    332.88                              1000     411200    342        101000
       062323 06/23/23 FD-5/18-6/19/23                      42.83*                             1000     420400    342        101000
       062323 06/23/23 PRKS-5/18-6/19/23                 2,100.52*                             1000     460400    342        101000
       062323 06/23/23 STRS-5/18-6/19/23                   102.03                              2500     430200    342        101000
       062323 06/23/23 WTR-5/18-6/19/23                     84.02                              5210     430500    342        101000
       062323 06/23/23 SWR-5/18-6/19/23                    168.24                              5310     430600    342        101000
       062323 06/23/23 POOL-5/18-6/19/23                   694.80                              1000     460445    342        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      3,525.32
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 44616         999999 COLLIN SHORT                           189.71
 WATER DEPOSIT REFUND - 7 DIANE RD APT 1
       062323 06/23/23 WTR-DEPOSIT REFUND/SHORT            189.71                              5210     214010               101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        189.71

 44629            990 COLUMBIA NURSERY & LANDSCAPE           283.38
       84503 05/17/23 PRKS-GRASS SEED 1EA                   42.99                              1000     460400    225        101000
       82265 05/20/23 PRKS-PLANTS/HOERNER                  240.39                              1000     460400    225        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        283.38

 44656           3026 DAILY INTER LAKE                       627.30
       NO. 29518 06/11/23 FIN-BUDGET                       289.50                              1000     410500    331        101000
       NO. 29519 06/11/23 FIN-CHIP SEALING                 337.80                              1000     410500    331        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        627.30

 44646           2889 DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP                      4.66
       S102778298 05/31/23 SWR-2EA 1/4" GAL NIPPLE           4.66*                             5310     430600    240        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:          4.66

 44630           3182 EFFICIENT SERVICES                     217.00
 REPAIR IRRIGATION AT HCL PARK
       1013 06/16/23 PRKS-HCL PARK IRR REPAIR              217.00                              1000     460400    360        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        217.00

 44618           1753 ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS, INC            140,569.82
 Horine Park genorator, payment #3/Final Payment
       3 06/21/23 WTR-Horine Park Gen/Final            141,989.72*                             5210     430500    940        101000
       3 06/21/23 WTR-1% State W/Holding                -1,419.90*                             5210     430500    940        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:    140,569.82

 44606       E   1879 EVERGREEN WASTE CONNECTIONS            558.55
       060123 06/01/23 FAC-05/01-05/31/23                   85.46                              1000     411200    340        101000
       060123 06/01/23 STRS-05/0-05/31/23                  171.95                              2500     430200    340        101000
       060123 06/01/23 WTR-05/01-05/31/23                  129.24*                             5210     430500    340        101000
       060123 06/01/23 SWR-05/01-05/31/23                   71.15                              5310     430600    340        101000
       060123 06/01/23 PRKS-05/01-05/31/23                 100.75*                             1000     460400    340        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        558.55
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 44657           1383 FASTENAL COMPANY                         9.65
       MTKAL26712 06/13/23 SWR-1 1/2 PIP CLAMPS              9.65*                             5310     430600    240        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:          9.65

 44636           3104 FIRST CALL COMPUTER SOLUTIONS,       9,273.18
 REPLACEMENT COMPUTERS FOR CITY MANAGER, FINANCE DIRECTOR, FIRE CHIEF AND NEW
 COMPUTER FOR FIREFIGHTERS.

 MANAGED FIREWALL TO RELACE AGED ZYWALL IN  POLICE DEPARTMENT.
       062823 06/28/23 COMP-3 REPLACEMENT COMPS 1 NEW    7,137.18                              1000     410580    212        101000
       062823 06/28/23 COMP-MANAGED FIREWALL PD          2,136.00                              1000     410580    355        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      9,273.18

 44655           1892 FLATHEAD COUNTY                        300.00
       6080 06/20/23 OWNER LIST-TARNANEN                    75.00                              1000     411000    390        101000
       6079 06/20/23 OWNER LIST-DYSON                       75.00                              1000     411000    390        101000
       6070 06/13/23 OWNER LIST-MORROW                      75.00                              1000     411000    390        101000
       6068 06/12/23 OWNER LIST-KEARNS                      75.00                              1000     411000    390        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        300.00

 44659             22 FLATHEAD COUNTY CLERK & RECORDER        72.00
       1057454 05/18/23 P/Z-MAY ORD/RES                     72.00                              1000     411000    390        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         72.00

 44623            288 FLATHEAD COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE     4,250.00
       061623 06/16/23 ANIMAL CTRL FEES FY 2022-2023     4,250.00                              1000     440600    300        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      4,250.00

 44658           3019 FLATHEAD PUBLISHING GROUP            1,177.47
       053123 05/31/23 WTR-ANNUAL WTR REPORT 2022        1,177.47                              5210     430500    331        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,177.47

 44621         999999 FRED BUKATY                            242.40
 WATER DEPOSIT REFUND - 14 DIANE RD APT C
       062323 06/23/23 WTR-DEPOSIT REFUND/BUKATY           242.40                              5210     214010               101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        242.40
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 44613           3113 GLOBAL ARCHIVES INC                    166.32
       2023812 06/25/23 WTR-MONTHLY STORAGE AS BUILTS       83.16*                             5210     430500    363        101000
       2023812 06/23/23 SWR-MONTHLY STORAGE AS BUILTS       83.16*                             5310     430600    363        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        166.32

 44643           2806 HANSON'S HARDWARE                      461.70
       606008 06/01/23 PRKS-50:1 FUEL 110 OZ 1EA            28.99                              1000     460400    231        101000
       606029 06/02/23 PRKS-SM ENG FUEL 2 EA GAL            63.98                              1000     460400    231        101000
       606069 06/06/23 STRS-50:1 FUEL 1EA                   25.99*                             2500     430200    231        101000
       606142 06/10/23 PRKS-50:1 FUEL 110 OZ 1 EA           28.99*                             1000     430200    231        101000
       606150 06/11/23 PARKS-ROLLERS/BRUSHES                52.40*                             1000     460400    220        101000
       606171 06/12/23 FD-TRIMMER LINE                       6.99                              1000     420400    220        101000
       606181 06/13/23 WTR-17PCS COMP ACCESS KIT            31.99                              5210     430500    240        101000
       606253 06/18/23 PRKS-SEMI TRANS TACKLE BOX           65.98                              1000     460400    212        101000
       606262 06/19/23 FD-C BATTERIES                       58.96                              1000     420400    220        101000
       606280 06/20/23 WTR-1PT THEARD CUTTING OIL           20.99                              5210     430500    220        101000
       606305 06/21/23 STRS-16PK PUSH PINS                   2.49*                             2500     430200    220        101000
       606338 06/22/23 PRKS-1.1GAL WEED KILLER              55.98*                             1000     460400    220        101000
       606342 06/22/23 SWR-WHT ADHESIVE/WAX RING            11.48*                             5310     430600    240        101000
       606350 06/23/23 PRKS-4" SPRINKLER HEAD                6.49*                             1000     460400    240        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        461.70

 44637           1119 HDR ENGINEERING, INC.               41,300.02
 WWTP AND SEWER IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT INVOICE #15 5/7/23-6/3/23
       1200531899 06/15/23 SWR ARPA INV #15 THRU 6/3/   41,300.02                              5310     430600    930        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:     41,300.02

 44639           1659 HIGH COUNTRY LINEN SUPPLY              272.05
       0552664 06/19/23 FAC-CITY HALL, POLC, CRT, FIN      235.48                              1000     411200    224        101000
       0552665 06/19/23 FAC-FIRE HALL                       36.57                              1000     411200    224        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        272.05

 44640           2849 J2 BUSINESS PRODUCTS                   975.42
       1294683-0 06/09/23 POOL-GLASS AND RESTROOM CLN      116.28                              1000     460445    220        101000
       1294683-1 06/21/23 POOL-PSQ FLOOR CLEANER           174.74                              1000     460445    220        101000
       1296353-0 06/15/23 POOL-RECEIPT BOOKS                59.40                              1000     460445    210        101000
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       1296353-0 06/15/23 FIN-RECEIPT BOOKS                 59.40                              1000     410500    210        101000
       1296654-0 06/16/23 SWR-BINDER CLIPS/BATT/PENS        52.57*                             5310     430600    210        101000
       1296654-0 06/16/23 WTR-BINDER CLIPS/BATT/PENS        52.57*                             5210     430500    210        101000
       1296654-0 06/16/23 FIN-BINDER CLIPS/BATT/PENS        52.58                              1000     410500    210        101000
       1297391-0 06/20/23 FIN-PENS/11X17 PAPER              39.78                              1000     410500    210        101000
       1297391-0 06/20/23 WTR-PENS/11X17 PAPER              39.78*                             5210     430500    210        101000
       1297391-0 06/20/23 SWR-PENS/11X17 PAPER              39.77*                             5310     430600    210        101000
       1299032-2 06/27/23 WTR-20# BLUE PAPER                 4.50*                             5210     430500    210        101000
       1299032-2 06/27/23 SWR-20# BLUE PAPER                 4.49*                             5310     430600    210        101000
       1299032-1 06/27/23 WTR-YELLOW PAPER/MULTI PURP       26.42*                             5210     430500    210        101000
       1299032-1 06/27/23 SWR-YELLOW PAPER/MULTI PURP       26.42*                             5310     430600    210        101000
       1299032-1 06/27/23 FIN-YELLOW PAPER/MULTI PURP       26.43                              1000     410500    210        101000
       1299032-0 06/26/23 WTR-PAPER/POCKET FILES            20.52*                             5210     430500    210        101000
       1299032-0 06/26/23 SWR-PAPER/POCKET FILES            20.52*                             5310     430600    210        101000
       1299032-0 06/26/23 FIN-PAPER/POCKET FILES            20.51                              1000     410500    210        101000
       1298730-0 06/22/23 PRKS-CAN LINER 38X58 2 MIL       138.74*                             1000     460400    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        975.42

 44626         999999 KYLE BRANCOFORTE                        16.20
 WATER OVERPAYMENT - 1043 FRONTAGE ROAD
       062723 06/27/23 WTR-OVERPAYMENT/BRANCOFORTE          16.20                              5210     214010               101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         16.20

 44615         999999 LINDSAY KINDRED                        187.16
 WATER DEPOSIT REFUND - 1910 8TH AVE W
       062323 06/23/23 WTR-DEPOSIT REFUND/KINDRED          187.16                              5210     214010               101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        187.16

 44617         999999 MARK FRALEY                            170.57
 WATER DEPOSIT REFUND - 14 DIANE RD APT E
       062323 06/23/23 WTR-DEPOSIT REFUND/FRALEY           170.57                              5210     214010               101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        170.57

 44620         999999 MICKEY HARWOOD                         185.88
 WATER DEPOSIT REFUND - 809 9th ST W #16
       062323 06/23/23 WTR-DEPOSIT REFUND/HARWOOD          185.88                              5210     214010               101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        185.88
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 44634           2537 MICROCOMM                              800.00
 HORINE PARK GENERATOR REMOTE PROGRAMMING & ADDITIONS
       17584 06/22/23 WTR-HORINE WELL GEN SET PROGRM       800.00*                             5210     430500    940        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        800.00

 44619            707 MONTANA DEPT. OF REVENUE             1,419.90
 Horine Park generator payment #3/Final Payment
       3 06/21/23 WTR-1% State W/Holding ESI Inc         1,419.90*                             5210     430500    940        101000

 44652            707 MONTANA DEPT. OF REVENUE               632.74
 12th Ave W improvements project - Pay app #4
       060923-4 06/09/23 EDA-Sandry Con 1% W/Holding       632.74                              2959     470300    930        101000

 44654            707 MONTANA DEPT. OF REVENUE             2,548.51
 5TH AVE EN WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT - #1 AND FINAL
       1 05/26/23 WTR-SANDRY 1% W/HOLDING                2,548.51*                             5210     430500    930        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      4,601.15

 44635           3152 MONTANA ELITE LLC                      225.00
       2326 05/02/23 WTR-HORINE WELL PRELUBE CK            225.00                              5210     430500    360        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        225.00

 44624             44 MONTANA LEAGUE OF CITIES AND           825.47
       ML00924 06/15/23 MANGAN & BENNION SUPRT EXPENS      825.47                              1000     410100    399        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        825.47

 44633           3119 MONTANA TRUCK WORKS, LLC               858.87
       211030 06/28/23 FD-UNIT #481 ANNUAL SRVC            858.87                              1000     420400    361        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        858.87

 44605           2678 O'NEIL PRINTERS, INC                   724.00
 3000 Business Window Envelopes
       1881 06/12/23 FIN-3000 ENVELOPES                    241.33                              1000     410500    210        101000
       1881 06/12/23 WTR-3000 ENVELOPES                    241.33*                             5210     430500    210        101000
       1881 06/12/23 SWR-3000 ENVELOPES                    241.34*                             5310     430600    210        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        724.00

- 8 -

Item No.1.



06/30/23                                               CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS                                   Page: 7 of 12
12:59:10                                                Claim Approval List                                Report ID: AP100V
                                                  For the Accounting Period:  6/23

    *  ... Over spent expenditure

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Claim/  Check           Vendor #/Name/               Document $/     Disc $                                                   Cash
                Invoice #/Inv Date/Description         Line $                          PO #    Fund Org Acct   Object  Proj  Account
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 44648           2816 O'REILLY AUTO PARTS                    498.18
       434497 06/12/23 PRKS-F250 ALTERNATOR                 63.42                              1000     460400    232        101000
       434497 06/12/23 SWR-F250 ALTERNATOR                  63.42                              5310     430600    232        101000
       434807 06/14/23 PRKS-F150 ALTERNATOR                135.33                              1000     460400    232        101000
       434763 06/14/23 STRS-NITIRLE GLOVES                  52.24*                             2500     430200    220        101000
       435676 06/21/23 WTR-DISC PAD KIT/ROTORS             183.77                              5210     430500    232        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        498.18

 44631           2793 PAUL THE PLUMBER                       735.00
 THE FALLS WATER FLOAT REPAIR
       4491 06/11/23 PRKS-THE FALLS FLOAT REPAIR           735.00*                             1000     460400    366        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        735.00

 44610           2900 PETERS, CLINT                          167.88
 12 TRAINING BOOKS FOR PD
       1777865 06/09/23 PD-REIMBURSEMENT 12 BOOKS          167.88                              1000     420100    380        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        167.88

 44628           3192 POP A SQUAT PORTABLES                  665.00
 JUNE
       13546 06/25/23 PRKS-7 PORTA POTTIES 06/23           665.00                              1000     460400    399        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        665.00

 44650           2692 SANDRY CONSTRUCTION COMPANY         66,290.00
 FEMA - RIVERS EDGE REPAIR
       FEMA 1 06/09/23 FEMA-RIVERS EDGE REPAIR          66,290.00*                             1000     460439    390        101000

 44651           2692 SANDRY CONSTRUCTION COMPANY         62,641.35
 12th Ave W improvements project - Pay app #4
       060923-4 06/09/23 EDA-12th Ave W Improvements    63,274.09                              2959     470300    930        101000
       060923-4 06/09/23 EDA-1% State W/Holding           -632.74                              2959     470300    930        101000

 44653           2692 SANDRY CONSTRUCTION COMPANY        252,302.49
 5TH AVE EN WATER MAIN REPALCEMENT PAY APP #1 AND FINAL
       1 05/26/23 WTR-5TH AVE EN #1 FINAL              254,851.00*                             5210     430500    930        101000
       1 05/26/23 1% STATE W/HOLDING                    -2,548.51*                             5210     430500    930        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:    381,233.84
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 44611           1042 SANDS SURVEYING, INC.                1,615.00
       37319 06/20/23 P/Z-ROUTINE SRVS 5/23-6/16/23      1,615.00*                             1000     411000    399        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,615.00

 44644           2755 SHERWIN-WILLIAMS CO                    608.98
       6477-1 06/06/23 STRS-GLASSBEADS 2EA 50#              62.88*                             2500     430200    220        101000
       0948-0 06/23/23 PRKS-BLACK PAINT 10EA 5GAL          420.00*                             1000     460400    220        101000
       7237-8 06/26/23 STRS-PAINT ROLLERS 6EA               32.33*                             2500     430200    220        101000
       7313-7 06/28/23 STRS-PAINT ROLLERS/GLSBEADS          93.77*                             2500     430200    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        608.98

 44642            862 SUCCESSFUL SIGNS AND AWARDS             93.00
       10448 06/26/23 LS-MURPHY RETIRE/KING NAME PLT        93.00*                             1000     410100    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         93.00

 44627           3189 SUNRISE CREEK DEVELOPMENT LLC          240.00
       689 05/30/23 PRKS-TOP SOIL STOCK FOR PARKS          240.00                              4010     460400    930        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        240.00

 44641           1653 SUPER 1 FOODS                          155.54
       04-2353105 06/14/23 SWR-DISTILLED WATER              30.58*                             5310     430600    222        101000
       04-2325489 05/15/23 PRKS-POWERADE                     6.90*                             1000     460400    220        101000
       04-2344734 06/05/23 WTR-PURE SANITIZER                1.64                              5210     430500    220        101000
       04-2367244 06/28/23 LS-MURPHY RETIREMENT             68.19*                             1000     410100    220        101000
       04-2340932 06/01/23 LS-OPEN ENROLLMENT               29.81*                             1000     410100    220        101000
       04-2327246 05/17/23 LS-EMPLOYEE APPRECIATION         18.42*                             1000     410100    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        155.54

 44625           2699 THE MAIL ROOM, INC                     318.16
 INVOICE #D115829 & D115966
       062723 06/27/23 PD-MAIL SRVS 5/30-6/23/23            19.92*                             1000     420100    310        101000
       062723 06/27/23 FIN-MAIL SRVS 5/30-6/23/23           38.04                              1000     410500    310        101000
       062723 06/27/23 WTR-MAIL SRVS 5/30-6/23/23           32.75                              5210     430500    310        101000
       062723 06/27/23 SWR-MAIL SRVS 5/30-6/23/23           32.75                              5310     430600    310        101000
       062723 06/27/23 CRT-MAIL SRVS 5/30-6/23/23          123.48                              1000     410360    310        101000
       062723 06/27/23 PLN-MAIL SRVS 5/30-6/23/23           65.10                              1000     411000    310        101000
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12:59:10                                                Claim Approval List                                Report ID: AP100V
                                                  For the Accounting Period:  6/23

    *  ... Over spent expenditure

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Claim/  Check           Vendor #/Name/               Document $/     Disc $                                                   Cash
                Invoice #/Inv Date/Description         Line $                          PO #    Fund Org Acct   Object  Proj  Account
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
       062723 06/27/23 FD-MAIL SRVS 5/30-6/23/23             6.12*                             1000     420400    310        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        318.16

 44647           1623 THE UPS STORE #4515                     55.95
       23-3462 05/19/23 PD-EVIDENCE SHIPPING                 6.29*                             1000     420100    310        101000
       23-4208 06/09/23 PD-EVIDENCE SHIPPING                 6.29*                             1000     420100    310        101000
       061623 06/16/23 PD-EVIDENCE SHIPPING                  6.99*                             1000     420100    310        101000
       23-4505 06/19/23 PD-EVIDENCE SHIPPING                17.51*                             1000     420100    310        101000
       23-4584 06/21/23 PD-EVIDENCE SHIPPING                 6.29*                             1000     420100    310        101000
       23-4666/47 06/26/23 PD-EVIDENCE SHIPPING             12.58*                             1000     420100    310        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         55.95

 44638           3177 THE WAVE                               250.00
 1EA LIFEGUARD COURSE
       1675 06/26/23 POOL-LIFEGUARD CERT                   250.00*                             1000     460445    380        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        250.00

 44645           3200 USABLUEBOOK                            401.81
       00031920 06/05/23 SWR-DETERGENT/HACH/TNT            401.81*                             5310     430600    222        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        401.81

 44622       E   1218 VERIZON WIRELESS                     1,292.92
       9937177558 06/12/23 ADMIN-5/13-6/12/23               22.41                              1000     410400    345        101000
       9937177558 06/12/23 FIN-5/13-6/12/23                 22.41                              1000     410500    345        101000
       9937177558 06/12/23 FIRE-5/13-6/12/23                60.26                              1000     420400    345        101000
       9937177558 06/12/23 FAC-5/13-6/12/23                 12.40                              1000     411200    345        101000
       9937177558 06/12/23 STRT-5/13-6/12/23                95.09                              2500     430200    345        101000
       9937177558 06/12/23 PD-5/13-6/12/23                 746.15                              1000     420100    345        101000
       9937177558 06/12/23 WTR-5/13-6/12/23                167.10                              5210     430500    345        101000
       9937177558 06/12/23 SWR-5/13-6/12/23                117.49                              5310     430600    345        101000
       9937177558 06/12/23 CRT-5/13-6/12/23                 49.61                              1000     410360    345        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,292.92

 44632             84 WESTERN BUILDING CENTER                797.37
       4S312605 05/30/23 PRKS-12' RECIP BLADE               24.99*                             1000     460400    220        101000
       4S313967 05/30/23 POOL-1X10-10' & 16' PINE           63.97                              1000     460445    240        101000
       4S318971 05/31/23 WTR-DROP CLOTH/ROLLER               7.28                              5210     430500    220        101000
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    *  ... Over spent expenditure

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Claim/  Check           Vendor #/Name/               Document $/     Disc $                                                   Cash
                Invoice #/Inv Date/Description         Line $                          PO #    Fund Org Acct   Object  Proj  Account
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
       4S320452 06/01/23 PRKS-2EA 50:1 SM ENGINE FUEL       16.58                              1000     460400    231        101000
       4S322734 06/01/23 STRS-PAINT CANS 1GAL 1QT           20.47*                             2500     430200    220        101000
       4S323241 06/01/23 WTR-SHVL RND/CUTOFF BLD            28.94                              5210     430500    220        101000
       4S326751 06/02/23 STRS-TRN BKL/SNAP LINK             17.97                              2500     430200    240        101000
       4S333345 06/05/23 POOL-MISC FASTNERS 10EA             5.00                              1000     460445    240        101000
       4S332623 06/05/23 SWR-1-1/2"X10" GALV NIPPLE         14.99*                             5310     430600    240        101000
       4S338405 06/06/23 FD-CRAZY & SUPER GLUE               5.88                              1000     420400    220        101000
       4S338295 06/06/23 WTR-CLICK SEAL TOLIET 12"           9.19                              5210     430500    240        101000
       4S339867 06/07/23 PRKS-BAR/CHAIN OIL GAL             18.99                              1000     460400    231        101000
       4S339867 06/07/23 PRKS-COWHIDE GLOVES MED            12.79*                             1000     460400    226        101000
       4S351019 06/09/23 PRKS-ONE SIDED KET CUT              7.96*                             1000     460400    220        101000
       4S350415 06/09/23 POOL-ESPRESSO SPRAY PAINT 2E       15.58                              1000     460445    240        101000
       4S351461 06/09/23 FD-10 EA SOFTENER SALT             89.90                              1000     420400    220        101000
       4S359352 06/13/23 WTR-PVC PARTS/VALVE/TAPE           42.66                              5210     430500    240        101000
       4S365197 06/14/23 FAC-13W SPIRAL BULB                11.39                              1000     411200    240        101000
       4S365746 06/14/23 FD-CBL/ELECT BOX/WALPLT            34.46                              1000     420400    220        101000
       4S365746 06/14/23 FD-BASTARD FILE 10"                13.99*                             1000     420400    212        101000
       4S368362 06/15/23 WTR-DRILL BIT/RECIP BLD/FSTN       61.13                              5210     430500    220        101000
       4S380263 06/19/23 SWR-9OZ GORILLIA ADH/HOSE MN       15.68                              5310     430600    220        101000
       4S378188 06/19/23 PRKS-NITRIL DISP GLOVES LRG        22.99*                             1000     460400    220        101000
       4S382728 06/20/23 PRKS-PAINT TRAY/BRUSHES/ROLL      100.09*                             1000     460400    220        101000
       4S388889 06/21/23 STRS-EXIT/FOR SALE SIGNS            5.97                              2500     430200    242        101000
       4S387855 06/21/23 PRKS-NITRIL DISP GLOVES LRG        22.99*                             1000     460400    220        101000
       4S386675 06/21/23 PRKS-AA BATERY 18PK                18.49*                             1000     460400    220        101000
       4S386675 06/21/23 STRS-MOUSE TRAP                     6.79*                             2500     430200    220        101000
       4S393606 06/22/23 SWR-WAX RING BOLTS                  8.29*                             5310     430600    240        101000
       4S394592 06/22/23 FAC-F32T8 BALLAST 2EA              55.98                              1000     411200    240        101000
       4S398617 06/23/23 FAC-ORTHO WEED KILLER              15.99*                             1000     411200    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        797.37

 44649           3021 WGM GROUP                              233.80
       69203 06/14/23 FEMA-RIVERS EDGE 5/1-5/31/23         233.80*                             1000     460439    390        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        233.80
                                       # of Claims    55      Total:  607,073.45      # of Vendors    48
                                           Total Electronic Claims      2,633.17
                                       Total Non-Electronic Claims     604440.28
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12:59:11                                              Fund Summary for Claims                              Report ID: AP110
                                                  For the Accounting Period:  6/23

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
              Fund/Account                                 Amount
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
 1000 GENERAL FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                             $98,365.07
 2500 SPECIAL STREET MAINTENANCE DISTRICT FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                                $823.53
 2959 EDA
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                             $63,274.09
 4010 CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND - Parks
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                                $240.00
 5210 WATER ENTERPRISE FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                            $401,508.09
 5310 SEWER ENTERPRISE FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                             $42,862.67

                                               Total:      $607,073.45

- 13 -

Item No.1.



06/30/23                                               CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS                                   Page: 12 of 12
12:59:11                                           Claim Approval Signature Page                           Report ID: AP100A
                                                 For the Accounting Period:  6 / 23

Council Meeting Date:__________________

Claims Submitted to Council:$____________________

Claims Denied/Withheld by Council Finance Committee:$_______________ Claim #'s:_________________

Prepared By:  Shawn Bates, Finance Director

              ___________________________________________

Approved by Susan M. Nicosia, City Manager

              ____________________________________________

City Council to Approve by motion on consent agenda
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07/03/2023

607,073.45

Shawn Bates

Susan Nicosia

The following claims are significant:
Electrical Systems Inc. - $141,989.72 Horine Well generator final payment. (Fund 5210)
First Call Computer Solutions - $9,273.18 Computer replacements and PD managed firewall. (Fund 1000)
HDR Engineering Inc. - $41,300.02 WWTP and Sewer improvements project. (Fund 5310)
Sandry Construction Co. - $63,274.09 EDA 12th Ave W improvements project. (Fund 2959)
Sandry Construction Co. - $254,851.00 5th Ave EN water main replacement project final payment. (Fund 5210)

The remaining claims are routine. Please let me know if you have any questions.
Shawn
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 44663           1700 BRECK LAW OFFICE, PC                 7,468.62
 JULY 2023
       060523 06/05/23 LGL-FEES FOR JULY 2023            1,830.17*                             1000     411100    350        101000
       060523 06/05/23 CITY COURT-FEES FOR JULY 2023     3,730.44*                             1000     410365    350        101000
       060523 06/05/23 WTR-FEES FOR JULY 2023              601.38*                             5210     430500    350        101000
       060523 06/05/23 SWR-FEES FOR JULY 2023              601.38*                             5310     430600    350        101000
       060523 06/05/23 PLG/ZONING-FEES FOR JULY 2023       300.69*                             1000     411000    350        101000
       060523 06/05/23 PD-FEES FOR JULY 2023               121.55*                             1000     420100    399        101000
       060523 06/05/23 WTR-FEES FOR JULY 2023               27.01*                             5210     430500    357        101000
       060523 06/05/23 SWR-FEES FOR JULY 2023               39.94*                             5310     430600    357        101000
       060523 06/05/23 STRS-FEES FOR JULY 2023              54.02*                             2500     430200    399        101000
       060523 06/05/23 LGL-ADD'L FEES FOR JULY 2023        162.04*                             1000     411100    350        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      7,468.62

 44669           3104 FIRST CALL COMPUTER SOLUTIONS,       1,800.00
       88831 07/01/23 COMP-JULY IT SERVICES              1,800.00*                             1000     410580    355        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,800.00

 44668           2749 MJC & MCCA                             120.00
       070123 07/01/23 CRTS-07/23 TO 06/24 RENEWAL         120.00*                             1000     410360    335        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        120.00

 44665             44 MONTANA LEAGUE OF CITIES AND         2,767.48
       ML00734 06/01/23 2023-2024 MEMBERSHIP DUES        2,767.48*                             1000     410100    335        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      2,767.48

 44660           2935 MONTANA TAXPAYERS ASSOCIATION           60.00
       070123 07/01/23 SUBSCRIPTION DUES 2023-2024          60.00*                             1000     410100    335        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         60.00

 44664           2139 MONTANA WEST ECONOMIC                  500.00
       2441 06/21/23 TRAILBLAZER INVESTOR LEVEL            500.00*                             1000     410100    335        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        500.00
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    *  ... Over spent expenditure
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 44662           2707 MOUNTAIN ALARM                         100.75
 ALARM MONITORING 7/1-7/31/23
       3665920 07/01/23 FAC-CITY HALL JULY 2023             47.35*                             1000     411200    366        101000
       3664875 07/01/23 FAC-FD JULY 2023                    53.40*                             1000     411200    366        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        100.75

 44666           2758 NORTHWEST SHOOTER                    1,600.00
       174 06/08/23 PD-FAC USE 07/1/23 TO 06/30/24       1,600.00*                             1000     420100    335        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,600.00

 44661           2017 RAILROAD MANAGEMENT COMPANY III,       689.34
       485782 06/23/23 SWR-LIC FEE 10/23-9/24 #305674      344.67*                             5310     430600    390        101000
       485783 06/23/23 WTR-LIC FEE 10/23-9/24 #305675      344.67*                             5210     430500    390        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        689.34

 44667           2868 SAPPHIRE RESOURCE CONNECTION         1,500.00
       2214 05/25/23 ANN RATE FOR 07/23 TO 06/30/24      1,180.00*                             1000     411800    399        101000
       2214 05/25/23 ANN RATE FOR 07/23 TO 06/30/24        108.00*                             2500     430200    399        101000
       2214 05/25/23 ANN RATE FOR 07/23 TO 06/30/24         91.00*                             5210     430500    399        101000
       2214 05/25/23 ANN RATE FOR 07/23 TO 06/30/24        121.00*                             5310     430600    399        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,500.00
                                       # of Claims    10      Total:   16,606.19      # of Vendors    10
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14:28:13                                              Fund Summary for Claims                              Report ID: AP110
                                                  For the Accounting Period:  7/23

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
              Fund/Account                                 Amount
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
 1000 GENERAL FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                             $14,273.12
 2500 SPECIAL STREET MAINTENANCE DISTRICT FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                                $162.02
 5210 WATER ENTERPRISE FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                              $1,064.06
 5310 SEWER ENTERPRISE FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                              $1,106.99

                                               Total:       $16,606.19
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06/30/23                                               CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS                                   Page: 4 of 4
14:28:13                                           Claim Approval Signature Page                           Report ID: AP100A
                                                 For the Accounting Period:  7 / 23

Council Meeting Date:__________________

Claims Submitted to Council:$____________________

Claims Denied/Withheld by Council Finance Committee:$_______________ Claim #'s:_________________

Prepared By:  Shawn Bates, Finance Director

              ___________________________________________

Approved by Susan M. Nicosia, City Manager

              ____________________________________________

City Council to Approve by motion on consent agenda

- 18 -

Item No.2.

07/03/2023

16,606.19

Shawn Bates

Susan Nicosia

The claims in this batch are routine.

Please let me know if you have any questions.
Shawn
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CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS 
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

HELD JUNE 19, 2023 

 June 19, 2023 Page 1 

 
Mayor Barnhart called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL: Councilor Fisher, Councilor Hamilton, Councilor Lovering, Councilor Piper, Councilor Robinson, 
Councilor Shepard and Mayor Barnhart 
 
Also Present: City Manager Nicosia, City Clerk Staaland, City Attorney Breck, and Police Officer Rice. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
Councilor Robinson motioned to approve the agenda, seconded by Councilor Lovering and the motion carried. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  
Councilor Piper made motion to approve the consent agenda, seconded by Councilor Hamilton with Council 
voting as follows. Ayes: Piper, Robinson, Shepard, Fisher, Hamilton, Lovering and Barnhart. 
 
Approval of Claims - June 19, 2023 - $303,417.95 
Approval of Payroll Claims - June 9, 2023 - $109,210.63 
Approval of Regular City Council Meeting Minutes - June 5, 2023 
Approval of Change Order # 1 - Sandry Construction Company, Inc- 5th Ave EN Water ARPA Project and 
authorize City Manager to execute. 
Approval of Water/Sewer Plant Investment Fee Agreement, Morrow, 1404 Columbia Drive, and authorize City 
Manager to execute 
Updated Job Descriptions - Public Works Operators: 
Water - for compliance with 23 FY CBA (Operator 1, Grade 10, Operator 2, Grade 11, Operator 3, Grade 12 and 
Lead Grade 13) 
Parks/Floater Lead - compliance with 23 FY CBA as well as improved coordination and operation of Parks 
Department 
 
VISITORS/PUBLIC COMMENT (Items not on agenda)  
Scott Demongin, 6 9th Street W., inquired about having the City run electrical from his building to the historical 
sign on Nucleus Avenue for lighting. Nicosia said the Columbia Falls Community Foundation installed the signs 
and it was astronomically expensive to get power to the site based on where electrical was located, from the 
alley, as the previous owner was not interested in letting the electrical conduit be extended from the building.  
The Community Foundation looked into installing a solar light. Mayor Barnhart suggested contacting the 
Community Foundation to see if they would look into getting power from Mr. Demongin’s building to the sign. 
City Manager Nicosia replied she will look into it.  
 
 
 
 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS/PUBLIC HEARINGS:  
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CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES HELD ON JUNE 19, 2023 
 

 June 19, 2023 Page 2 

Public Hearings - 23-24 Fiscal Year Preliminary Budget: 
Mayor Barnhart read the hearing notice: NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the City Council of the City of 
Columbia Falls, Montana, will hold public hearings beginning on June 19, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. in the Columbia 
Falls City Hall, 130-6th Street West, Columbia Falls, Montana, for the following purposes: 
 
Preliminary Budget 
Presentation and consideration of the preliminary budget for fiscal year beginning July 1, 2023 and ending 
June 30, 2024 will begin on June 19, 2023 and will be continued until final adoption of the budget after 
receiving the certified taxable valuation in August. City Council will review various departments and funds 
at each hearing until the budget has been presented in its entirety.  
 
Special Assessments 
Consideration of the adoption of the proposed Street Lighting District and Street Maintenance District 
assessments for FY2023/2024. Council will hear any objections to the final adoption of the resolution levying 
special assessments for FY 2023/2024. Special Assessments are estimated as follows: 
 
Street Lighting District $  30,049 (no change) 
 
Street Maintenance District $330,000 (4.4% increase) 
 
Individual property payment schedules will be available for inspection ten (10) days from this notice, in the 
office of the City Clerk, 130 6th Street West, Columbia Falls, Montana, during regular hours Monday through 
Friday, 7:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 
 
Permissive Medical Levy 
Consideration of adoption on the proposed tax levy to fund health insurance premium contributions for group 
benefits beyond the amount of contributions in effect on June 30, 1999. The actual mills for consideration will 
be made available upon receipt of the certified tax valuation for the year. 
 
Taxpayers are encouraged to attend the hearings and give written or oral comments on any or all of the 
budget-related items. Written comments may be mailed to the City Clerk, 130 6th Street West, Room A, 
Columbia Falls, Montana, 59912. Questions regarding the proposed items can be made by contacting City 
Manager Susan Nicosia at 892-4391. 
 
City Manager Nicosia said staff is reviewing Street Lighting and Street Maintenance District budgets with 
Council this evening. The city did not annex any properties this year; but we will be adding the Cedar Palace 
property on 12th Ave. W. into the lighting district as streetlights are being added with the 12th Ave West 
project. Without annexations there will be no change in the street lighting or street maintenance districts. The 
Street Lighting Fund pays for the electrical power for all city streetlights, but the City is only responsible for the 
replacement of the special streetlights, such as Glenn’s Addition and Cedar Pointe Loop and not the standard 
FEC street light poles.  
 
The Street Maintenance Fund can only be used for maintenance, no construction activities pursuant to state 
law said Nicosia. The Street Maintenance Fund is supplemented by both Gas Tax and Special Gas Tax funds. In 
September the city will receive $135,000 that we desired to designate for chip sealing and crack filling 
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 June 19, 2023 Page 3 

projects. For FY 23-24 the Special Gas Tax will not come in one lump sum; they will send it once a month based 
on collection of the previous month. The City will receive an estimate of the remittances later in June. 
 
Nicosia said based on state law, Council has to set the annual assessments by resolution to place the 
assessments on the tax notices. Nicosia recommended leaving Street Lighting at the same amount as the prior 
year, $30,049, and raising Stret Maintenance from $316,000 to $330,000 as indicated in the hearing notice. 
The City budgeted to spend down some of the cash reserve in Fund 2500 during this fiscal year and the fund 
was $29K in the red before May collections were received from the treasurer in June. Nicosia noted that the 
City Clerk has not yet received the property file from the county to update the assessment records.  
 
Nicosia also noted that the Department of Revenue just mailed out property assessment evaluation forms; 
about six months later than usual. There is a protest/review period of 30 days and DOR is holding a workshop 
on July 12th at the Hilton Garden Inn from 3 p.m. to 6 pm. Most taxpayers are in for a shock as the values are 
up dramatically since 2021 Nicosia noted. The statute requires DOR to provide an estimate of the new year’s 
taxes based on the last year’s mills levied. Nicosia noted that this is very inaccurate as when the values 
increase, the number of mills decrease for city and county as our permitted tax levy is based on dollars.  
 
Nicosia said the city will put out information for people to understand that just because you received a notice 
that states your property value went up, it does not mean the City is levying the same number of mills. By 
statue, 15-10,420, Council can raise their levy by half the rate of inflation and newly taxable property; if 
property value goes up mills go down. Nicosia noted that City staff will assist taxpayers with these notices and 
Nicosia will bring information forward at every Council meeting. 
 
Mayor Barnhart opened the Public Hearing at 7:23 p.m. and left the hearing open until the budget is adopted. 
There was no public comment. 
 
ORDINANCES / RESOLUTIONS:  
Resolution # 1900: 
A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Columbia Falls, Montana, Designating Heritage Days 2023 as an 
Official Community Activity of the City of Columbia Falls and Designating Persons Responsible for Planning the 
Events of Heritage Days 2023 
 
City Manager Nicosia said in Section Two it notes there are other things going on at different venues, but the 
city is not assuming responsibility for all the other activities.  
 
Mayor Barnhart recognized the designated planners Shirley, Reynolds, Chandra Reynolds, Vickie Ott, Art Ott, 
and Todd Deruchia and thanked them for their service. 
 
Councilor Fisher motioned to adopt Resolution # 1900, seconded by Councilor Hamilton with council voting as 
follows. Ayes: Robinson, Shepard, Fisher, Hamilton, Lovering, Piper and Barnhart. 
 
Resolution # 1901: 
A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Columbia Falls, Montana, Amending Fund 4020 Capital Projects 
Fund - General Equipment Fund Budget Appropriations for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2023 
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City Manager Nicosia said the City needs to amend the Fund 4020 General Equipment Capital Fund due to the 
timing of the receipt of our emergency Police vehicles. Last year’s vehicle arrived this year and we ordered the 
new vehicle and it arrived on time. In order to accommodate both purchases, City staff are requesting that 
Council amends the appropriations. Nicosia noted that the cash reserve provides adequate funding for the 
appropriation increase.  
Councilor Shepard motioned to approve Resolution # 1901, seconded by Councilor Lovering with council 
voting as follows. Ayes: Shepard, Fisher, Hamilton, Lovering, Piper, Robinson and Barnhart. 
 
Second and Final Reading - Ordinance # 826 - Amending 8.16 Refuse and Litter: 
Adding 8.16.040 Unlawful to Accumulate Refuse and Litter Resulting in Animal Conflict 
With no amendments by City Attorney Breck, City Manager Nicosia recommends adoption of the ordinance.  
 
Councilor Lovering made motion to adopt Ordinance # 826, seconded by Councilor Robinson with council 
voting as follows. Ayes: Fisher, Hamilton, Lovering, Piper, Robinson, Shepard and Barnhart.  
 
REPORTS / BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & COUNCIL   
Councilor Piper would like to see if we can pursue DOT for left hand turn signals through town. Nicosia said 
she would invite Bob Vosen to a council meeting, noting that he was scheduled to attend the City of Kalispell’s 
meeting. 
 
Councilor Shepard asked if BNSF is asking us to install railroad crossing arms. Nicosia replied yes, that is 
correct. John Altof the DOT railroad liaison recommended that BNSF put the crossing in for Section 130 
funding but the City does not know what that means in terms of funding or timeline; we are waiting for 
answers. There is an agreement between the City and BNSF from 1995 that states whoever touches the 
crossing is responsible for bringing it up to date. The City’s goal is to get the sidewalk installed and BNSF have 
had the plans for a year already. 
Mayor Barnhart inquired why swimming lessons have not started at the City Pool.  Nicosia said none of our 
certified Lifeguards are WSI certified; we will have training in the next couple weeks in order to provide 
lessons this summer. 
Mayor Barnhart said he is interested in getting lighting on the sign on Nucleus Ave. 
Mayor asked if the Community Market found a new location. Nicosia said not that she is aware of. 
Mayor Barnhart reported there is a CFAC meeting in the council chambers tomorrow evening. 
Mayor Barnhart stated according to his source at the Health Department, there are approximately 40,000 
septic systems in the county. 
 
CITY MANAGER REPORT  
There will be another batch of June 30th claims to close out this FY.  
The pickleball folks are going to hold their ribbon cutting on Saturday, July 29th during Heritage Days at 10:30 
a.m. and she would like to have a volunteer from council to represent the city. Councilors Lovering and Fisher 
said they would be able to attend the ribbon cutting. 
Nicosia said she would like to get the council facility tour on the schedule.  
Nicosia also reported that Flathead County reached out earlier today, and they are withdrawing their request 
for Columbia Falls to accept the flow from the proposed septic facility. 
 
OTHER REPORTS 
Officer/SRO Rice said the four new officers are a welcomed addition to the Police Department. 
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Nicosia said Sergeant Murphy will be retiring on June 28th with nearly 20 years of service. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS  
Police Department Activity - May 2023 
Fire Department Activity - May 2023 
Finance - May 2023 
Correspondence 
 
ADJOURN 
Councilor Lovering motioned to adjourn at 7:50 p.m., seconded by Councilor Hamilton. 
 
________________________________ 
Mayor 
 
________________________________ 
City Clerk  
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AGREEMENT  
 

This Agreement, effective as of July 1, 2023 is between the City of Columbia Falls  

 

and  

 

Sands Surveying, Inc. 

2 Village Loop Road 

Kalispell, MT  59901 

 

For the following Land Use Consulting Services:  

 

Article 1: Sands Surveying, Inc. Services 
 

A. Sands Surveying, Inc. agrees to provide the City of Columbia Falls the following 

Services:  

 

1. Review of the following routine current planning projects scheduled to go before the 

Columbia Falls Planning Commission. Each of the following will include roles and 

responsibilities for Sands Surveying, Inc. and the City of Columbia Falls: 

a. Subdivisions   

b. Planned Unit Developments 

c. Conditional Use Permits  

d. Floodplain Administration 

e. Other routine planning applications 

 

2. Development of a recommended Public Involvement and Public Hearing Process for the adoption 
of the Growth Policy Plan Update consistent with Montana Statute.   

 

3. A rate of $105 per hour plus applicable mileage per month will be paid to include 

routine phone calls, staff and applicant inquiries, and meetings as outlined above.   

 

B. Additional Services beyond Services as described above may be provided if so requested 

by the City of Columbia Falls.  Such additional services may include preparation of 

amendments to the Growth Policy Plan; Neighborhood Plans; Title 17, Subdivisions; Title 

18, Zoning; other ordinances and regulations as identified by the City of Columbia Falls.   

 

C. Excluded Services: Printing, mailings, or posting of public hearing notices.   

 

D. Sands Surveying, Inc. agrees to provide its professional services in accordance with 

generally accepted standards of its profession. Sands Surveying, Inc. agrees to put forth 

reasonable efforts to comply with codes, laws and regulations in effect as of the date of 

this agreement. 

 

 

Article 2: Assigned Personnel/Subcontracting 
 
Sands Surveying, Inc. has assigned one employee, Eric H. Mulcahy, who is a qualified 

member of the American Institute of Certified Planners, to perform the planning services 

defined within this agreement.  Sands Surveying, Inc. must get permission from the City of 

Columbia Falls before changing the personnel assigned to perform the planning duties.  

Sands Surveying, Inc. may not subcontract any portion of the work outlined herein without 

agreement from the City of Columbia Falls. 
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Article 3: City of Columbia Falls Responsibilities 
 

A. The City of Columbia Falls agrees to provide Sands Surveying, Inc. with all information, 

plans, reports, and professional recommendations requested by Sands Surveying, Inc. to 

provide its professional services. Sands Surveying, Inc. may reasonably rely on the 

accuracy and completeness of these items. 

 

B. The City of Columbia Falls will be responsible for meeting any reporting and financial 

obligations associated with any grants or authorities having jurisdiction over the project. 

Sands Surveying, Inc. will assist City of Columbia Falls with this obligation by submitting 

appropriate documentation related to the scope of work in this contract. 

 

C. The City of Columbia Falls agrees to provide the items described in Article 3.A and to 

render decisions in a timely manner so as not to delay the orderly and sequential 

progress of Sands Surveying, Inc. services. 

 

Article 4:  Estimated Timelines, Budget and Compensation for Services 
 

A. Sands Surveying, Inc. shall render its services as expeditiously as is consistent with 

professional skill and care and in general conformance with the timelines established by 

the City of Columbia Falls and by the City Ordinances.  

 

B. As of the date of this Agreement, the City of Columbia agrees to compensate Sands 

Surveying, Inc. in the amount of $105.00 per hour.  The City of Columbia Falls agrees to 

promptly notify Sands Surveying, Inc. if City of Columbia Falls’ schedule or budget 

changes. The City of Columbia Falls acknowledges that significant changes to the scope 

described herein may require Additional Services of Sands Surveying, Inc. 

 

C. Reimbursable Expenses will be reimbursed at cost and include, but are not limited to, 

reproduction, postage, and handling of documents; long distance and facsimile charges; 

authorized travel; and other City of Columbia Falls approved expenses.  The parties 

agree that reimbursable expenses will be kept to a minimum, and that the majority of 

these services will be conducted at City offices. 

 

D. Sands Surveying, Inc. shall bill the City of Columbia Falls for Services and Reimbursable 

Expenses once a month for the completed to date. All payments are due Sands 

Surveying, Inc. upon receipt of the invoice. A service charge of 1.5% per month will be 

charged on all amounts due more than 45 days after the date of invoice. 

 

E. This contract is valid for four (4) years from the date signed by the parties.  Sands 

Surveying, Inc and the City of Columbia Falls will review the contract services and 

compensation one (1) year after the contract effective date. 

 

Article 5:   Termination 
 

A. Either the City of Columbia Falls or Sands Surveying, Inc. may terminate this Agreement 

upon thirty days written notice. 

 

B. If terminated, the City of Columbia Falls agrees to pay Sands Surveying, Inc. for all 

services rendered and Reimbursable Expenses incurred up to the date of termination.  

 

C. Upon not less than thirty days' written notice, Sands Surveying, Inc. may suspend the 

performance of its services if the City of Columbia Falls fails to pay Sands Surveying, 
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Inc. in full for services rendered or expenses incurred. Sands Surveying, Inc. shall have 

no liability because of such suspension of service or termination due to nonpayment. 

 

 

Article 6:  Dispute Resolution 
 

The City of Columbia Falls and Sands Surveying, Inc. agree to mediate claims or disputes 

arising out of or relating to this Agreement as a condition precedent to litigation. The 

mediation shall be conducted by a mediation service acceptable to the parties. A demand for 

mediation shall be made within a reasonable time after a claim or dispute arises and the 

parties agree to participate in mediation in good faith.  Mediation fees shall be shared 

equally. In no event shall any demand for mediation be made after such claim or dispute 

would be barred by the applicable law. 

 

Article 7:  Ownership of Documents 
 

A. All instruments of professional service prepared by Sands Surveying, Inc. including, but 

not limited to, reports, maps, and specifications, are the property of the City of 

Columbia Falls.  

B. Sands Surveying, Inc. reserves the right to include representations of the Project in its 

promotional and professional materials. 

 

Article 8: Governing Law 
 

This Agreement is governed by the laws of the state of Montana. 

 

Article 9: Entire Agreement and Severability 
 

A. This Agreement is the entire and integrated agreement between City of Columbia Falls 

and Sands Surveying, Inc. and supersedes all prior negotiations, statements or 

agreements, either written or oral. This Agreement may be amended only by written 

instrument signed by both the City of Columbia Falls and Sands Surveying, Inc. 

 

B. In the event that any term or provision of this agreement is found to be void, invalid or 

unenforceable for any reason, that term or provision shall be deemed to be stricken 

from this agreement, and the balance of this agreement shall survive and remain 

enforceable. 

 

Article 10:  No Assignment 
 

Neither party can assign this Agreement without the other party's written permission. 

 

Article 11: Oversight Responsibilities  
 

Notwithstanding any other term in this Agreement, Sands Surveying, Inc. shall not control 

or be responsible for a third party's means, methods, techniques, schedules, sequences or 

procedures, or any other related programs, or for another's failure to complete the work in 

accordance with the work program.  This clause does not apply to subcontractors under the 

direct supervision of Sands Surveying, Inc. 

 

Article 12:  Indemnification 
 

The City of Columbia Falls agrees to indemnify, defend and hold Sands Surveying, Inc. 

harmless from and against any and all claims, liabilities, suits, demands, losses, costs and 

expenses, including, but not limited to, reasonable attorneys' fees and all legal expenses 
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and fees incurred on appeal, and all interest thereon, accruing or resulting to any and all 

persons, firms or any other legal entities on account of any damages or losses to property 

or persons, including injury or death, or economic losses, arising out of the Project and/or 

the performance or non-performance of obligations under this Agreement, except to the 

extent such damages or losses are found by a court or forum of competent jurisdiction to be 

caused by Sands Surveying, Inc. negligent errors or omissions. 

 

Article 13:  Attorneys' Fees 
 

Should any legal proceeding be commenced between the parties to this Agreement seeking 

to enforce any of its provisions, including, but not limited to, fee provisions, the 

predominantly prevailing party in such proceeding shall be entitled, in addition to such other 

relief as may be granted, to a reasonable sum for attorneys' and expert witnesses' fees, 

which shall be determined by the court or forum in such a proceeding or in a separate 

action brought for that purpose. For purposes of this provision, "prevailing party" shall 

include a party which dismisses an action for recovery hereunder in exchange for payment 

of the sum allegedly due, performance of covenants allegedly breached, or consideration 

substantially equal to the relief sought in the action or proceeding. 

 

Article 14:  Waivers of Consequential Damages and Subrogation  
 

A. The City of Columbia Falls and Sands Surveying, Inc. waive all claims to consequential 

damages for any claims or disputes arising out of or relating to this agreement. 

 

B. In addition, the City of Columbia Falls and Sands Surveying, Inc. waive all claims against 

each other to the extent covered by any applicable insurance during design or 

construction, including but not limited to claims for subrogation. 

 

Article 15:  No Third Party Beneficiaries 
 

Nothing in this agreement is intended to create a contractual relationship for the benefit of 

any third party. There are no intended beneficiaries of this agreement except Sands 

Surveying, Inc. and the City of Columbia Falls. 

 

The City of Columbia Falls, by signing below, hereby agrees to these terms and conditions of 

this agreement.   

 

 

Accepted by:  

 

 

__________________________  ______________ 

City of Columbia Falls, City Manager Date 

 

 

__________________________  _______________ 

Sands Surveying, Inc.   Date    

By:  Joshua Nelson, President 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the City Council of the City of Columbia Falls, Montana, 

will hold public hearings beginning on June 19, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the Columbia Falls City 

Hall, 130-6th Street West, Columbia Falls, Montana, for the following purposes: 

 

Preliminary Budget 

Presentation and consideration of the preliminary budget for fiscal year beginning July 1, 2023 

and ending June 30, 2024 will begin on June 19, 2023 and will be continued until final adoption 

of the budget after receiving the certified taxable valuation in August. City Council will review 

various departments and funds at each hearing until the budget has been presented in its entirety.  

  

Special Assessments 

Consideration of the adoption of the proposed Street Lighting District and Street Maintenance 

District assessments for FY2023/2024. Council will hear any objections to the final adoption of 

the resolution levying special assessments for FY 2023/2024. Special Assessments are estimated 

as follows: 

 

  Street Lighting District  $  30,049 (no change) 

 

  Street Maintenance District  $330,000 (4.4% increase) 

 

Individual property payment schedules will be available for inspection ten (10) days from this 

notice, in the office of the City Clerk, 130 6th Street West, Columbia Falls, Montana, during 

regular hours Monday through Friday, 7:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

 

Permissive Medical Levy 

Consideration of adoption on the proposed tax levy to fund health insurance premium 

contributions for group benefits beyond the amount of contributions in effect on June 30, 1999. 

The actual mills for consideration will be made available upon receipt of the certified tax 

valuation for the year. 

 

Taxpayers are encouraged to attend the hearings and give written or oral comments on any or all 

of the budget-related items. Written comments may be mailed to the City Clerk, 130 6th Street 

West, Room A, Columbia Falls, Montana, 59912. Questions regarding the proposed items can be 

made by contacting City Manager Susan Nicosia at 892-4391. 

 

DATED THIS 5th DAY OF JUNE, 2023 

 

s/Barb Staaland, City Clerk 

 

Publish:  Sunday June 11th and Sunday June 18th 
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CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS 

INVITATION TO BID  

2023 CHIP SEAL PROJECT 

 

The City of Columbia Falls, Montana will receive sealed bids for the 2023 Chip Seal Project. The project 

consists of furnishing materials, labor and equipment required to chip seal approximately 52,022 sy of 

City streets and install pavement marking tabs.   Bid documents may be obtained at City Hall, 130 6th 

Street West, Columbia Falls, MT 59912 or on the City’s website, www.cityofcolumbiafalls.org.  Chip 

Sealing shall be completed on or before October 31, 2023, or in the spring of 2024 prior to June 30, 2024, 

as weather permits.  Any bidder wishing further information should contact the City of Columbia Public 

Works Director, Chris Hanley, phone (406) 892-4430.  Bids will be received by the City Clerk, 130 6th 

Street West, Columbia Falls MT. 59912 until 2:00 P.M. on Wednesday, July 26, 2023, at which time all 

bids will be publicly opened and read aloud in the City Council Chambers, 130 6th Street West, Columbia 

Falls. MT 59912.Proposals shall be addressed to the City Clerk, 130 6th Street West, Columbia Falls, MT 

59912 and entitled BID FOR 2023 CHIP SEAL PROJECT. 

 

Each bid must be accompanied by bid security in the amount of 10% of the bid.  The security must 

consist of cash, a cashier’s check, a certified check, a bank money order, a certificate of deposit, a money 

market certificate, or a bank draft.  The security must be:  (i)  drawn and issued by a federally chartered or 

state-chartered bank or savings and loan association that is insured by or for which insurance is 

administered by the federal deposit insurance corporation;(ii)  drawn and issued by a credit union insured 

by the national credit union share insurance fund; or (iii)  a bid bond or bonds executed by a surety 

company authorized to do business in the state of Montana. The bid security must be signed by an 

individual authorized to submit the security by the corporation or other business entity on whose behalf 

the security is submitted. 

 

The City will accept the lowest responsible bid, but the City Council reserves the right to reject any and 

all bids or to waive any technicality or informality and accept any bid which may be deemed in the best 

interest of the City. 

 

s/Barb Staaland 
Barb Staaland 

City Clerk 

 

Publication Dates:  Sunday, July 9, 2023   

                                Sunday July 16, 2023 
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June 30, 2023 

 

To:  Mayor & Council 

 

From:  City Manager Nicosia 

 

RE: Skatepark Information 

 

At the request of the City Council, I researched skatepark issues/recommendations with other 

cities and towns around the state. The information was fairly consistent from each city/town: 

1. The most successful skateparks have involved community members and/or non-profit 

associations.  

2. Most have reported minor littering/cursing issues (similar to other parks). As noted in 1, 

if there is community involvement, they help with the policing of the facility. 

3. Some cities/towns have established endowment funds that ensure funding of required 

maintenance – crack sealing, coating. 

4. Lighting and visibility are a must! A few cities recommended possible camera installation 

if skatepark is not easily visible by neighbors or police patrol.  

5. MMIA insurance coverage specifically excludes skateparks. However, insurance eider is 

available if the park is designed and built by licensed and insured professionals. (See 

attached). 

6. MMIA – clear rules must be posted. Do not adopt rules that cannot be enforced, i.e., 

recommend helmets, do not require them. Also, per MMIA bikes are a hazard in a 

skatepark. Some cities/towns outright prohibit bikes while others have set hours for bikes 

separate from skateboards. Columbia Falls would work with the nonprofit to determine 

the best course of action for our city. 

 

Also, for clarification, the City is not giving land to the non-profit organization, the City Council 

would be allowing the skatepark to be built in the City park and the skatepark facility would then 

become the responsibility of the City; working with the non-profit organization and subject to 

MMIA insurance coverage. 
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 MONTANA MUNICIPAL INTERLOCAL AUTHORITY 
APPLICATION FOR THE SKATEBOARD FACILITY  

COVERAGE ENDORSEMENT  
TO THE MEMORANDUM OF LIABILITY COVERAGE 

 

 

Member: 
 
 

 

The MMIA has provided liability coverage for skateboard facilities by endorsement since 1998. 
Coverage for municipally owned and operated skateboard facilities is provided at no additional 
cost through and endorsement to the MMIA Memorandum of Liability Coverage; however the 
coverage is dependent upon the facility meeting a prescribed set of standards.  
 
 

1. Was the park designed and constructed by a professional firm with previous skateboard 
facility experience? 
 

  ☐ Yes                ☐ No 
 

2. Does the firm have their own liability coverage? 
 

  ☐ Yes                ☐ No 
 

3. What date did the skateboard facility open to the public?  
 
_____________________________ 

 
4. Please attach proof of the firm’s liability coverage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________  ______________________________ __________  

Authorized Representative (Print Name) Signature    Date  
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