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ROOM A | 130 6TH STREET WEST PHONE (406) 892-4391 

 COLUMBIA FALLS, MT 59912 FAX (406) 892-4413 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
AGENDA 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 04, 2024 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS CITY HALL 

FINANCE COMMITTEE – 6:30 P.M 

(Barnhart, Piper and Price)  

REGULAR MEETING – 7:00 P.M.   

CALL TO ORDER  

ROLL CALL 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

CONSENT AGENDA:  

1. Approval of Claims - November 4, 2024 - $1,206,167.75 

2. Approval of Payroll Claims - Oct. 25, 2024 - $185,085.68 

3. Approval of Regular Council Meeting Minutes - September 21, 2024 

4. Approval of MT DOT STEP Contract for 2025 and Authorize City Manager and Police Chief to 
Execute 

5. Approval of Task Order #3 - Professional Services Contract with Susan Nicosia 

VISITORS/PUBLIC COMMENT (Items not on agenda)  

NEW BUSINESS:   

6. Mayoral Proclamation - Nov. 30, 2024, Small Business Saturday in Columbia Falls 

ORDINANCES / RESOLUTIONS:  

7. A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF COLUMBIA FALLS, MONTANA APPROVING THE FINAL 
PLAT OF RIVERBEND AGAIN SUBDIVISION A TWO LOT RESIDENTIAL MINOR SUBDIVISION LOCATED 
AT 67 HIDDEN CEDAR LOOP AND 544 EVENING STAR LANE, FURTHER DESCRIBED AS LOT 20A, OF 
THE AMENDED SUBDIVISION PLAT OF LOTS 20, 21, 30 & 31 OF RIVERBEND ESTATES PHASE 1 IN 
THE IN SECTION 17, TOWNSHIP 30 NORTH, RANGE 20 WEST, P.M.M., FLATHEAD COUNTY, 
MONTANA. 
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REPORTS / BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & COUNCIL   

CITY MANAGER REPORT  

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT  

MISCELLANEOUS  

8. Fire Department October Activity Reports 

9. Police Department October Activity Report 

ADJOURN 

Next Scheduled Meetings: 
City Council – Regular Meeting, Monday, November 18, 2024 – 7:00 PM 
Planning Board – Thursday, November 14, 2024 at 6:00 PM 
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10/31/24                                               CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS                                   Page: 1 of 9
15:56:18                                                Claim Approval List                                Report ID: AP100V
                                                  For the Accounting Period: 10/24

    *  ... Over spent expenditure

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Claim/  Check           Vendor #/Name/               Document $/     Disc $                                                   Cash
                Invoice #/Inv Date/Description         Line $                          PO #    Fund Org Acct   Object  Proj  Account
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 46556           3238 360 OFFICE SOLUTIONS                   614.79
       14706030 10/21/23 FAC-JANITORIAL SUPPLIES           453.92                              1000     411200    224        101000
       14706031 10/22/24 FAC-JANITORIAL SUPPLIES            29.27                              1000     411200    224        101000
       14741030 10/28/24 PRKS-GARAGE LINERS                131.60                              1000     460400    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        614.79

 46561           3112 406 CLEANING OF COLUMBIA FALLS       3,400.00
       458 10/24/24 FAC- OCT JANITORIAL SERVICE          3,400.00                              1000     411200    399        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      3,400.00

 46584           3285 ADVANCED ANALYTICAL SOLUTIONS,         420.91
       36609 07/02/24 SWR-LAB COLIFORM,NUTR,SOLIDS         420.91                              5310     430600    394        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        420.91

 46565           2708 BULLITT COMMUNICATIONS                 214.00
 SETCOM HEADSETS INSTALL IN LADDER TRUCK
       72355 10/17/24 FD-(2) BATTERIES                     214.00                              1000     420400    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        214.00

 46573           3028 CENTURYLINK - BUSINESS SERVICES        377.45
       708696882 10/16/24 COMP-9/16/24 - 10/15/24          377.43                              1000     410580    345        101000
       89094171 10/20/24 LONG DISTANCE                       0.02                              1000     410580    345        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        377.45

 46568             14 CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS               1,364.65
       102824 10/28/24 FAC-9/17-10/17/24                   140.37                              1000     411200    342        101000
       102824 10/28/24 FD-9/17-10/17/24                     35.07                              1000     420400    342        101000
       102824 10/28/24 PRKS-9/17-10/17/24                  944.52                              1000     460400    342        101000
       102824 10/28/24 STRS-9/17-10/17/24                   97.13                              2500     430200    342        101000
       102824 10/28/24 WTR-9/17-10/17/24                    51.94                              5210     430500    342        101000
       102824 10/28/24 SWR-09/17-10/17/24                   95.62                              5310     430600    342        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,364.65

- 3 -

Item No.1.



10/31/24                                               CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS                                   Page: 2 of 9
15:56:18                                                Claim Approval List                                Report ID: AP100V
                                                  For the Accounting Period: 10/24

    *  ... Over spent expenditure

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Claim/  Check           Vendor #/Name/               Document $/     Disc $                                                   Cash
                Invoice #/Inv Date/Description         Line $                          PO #    Fund Org Acct   Object  Proj  Account
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 46581           3026 DAILY INTER LAKE                        84.37
 NO.30740 SURPLUS -2002 FORD F350
       0000028886 10/13/24 FIN-SURPLUS PROPERTY             84.37                              1000     410500    331        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         84.37

 46591           3288 DREW SCHLUP                             41.72
       3HP-VK-35- 10/29/24 SWR- REIMB-CDL-SCHLUP            41.72                              5310     430600    380        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         41.72

 46564            438 FERGUSON WATERWORKS                    767.66
       0906443 10/23/24 WTR-(3) LIDS W/PLUG                143.04                              5210     430500    230        101000
       0906355 10/25/24 WTR-1 1/2 DUAL CHECK               624.62                              5210     430500    230        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        767.66

 46589           3104 FIRST CALL COMPUTER SOLUTIONS,       1,800.00
 AUGUST 2024

       100468 11/01/24 IT AGREEMENT FULL SUPPORT         1,800.00                              1000     410580    355        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,800.00

 46582            869 FLATHEAD COMMUNITY HEALTH              200.00
       102924 10/14/24 SWR-DOT PHYISCAL- SANDSON           100.00                              5310     430600    399        101000
       102924 10/14/24 WTR-DOT PHYSICAL - DZIUK            100.00                              5210     430500    399        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        200.00

 46562           1892 FLATHEAD COUNTY                         75.00
 RUSH ORDER
 JAQUELINE JOAN SMITH

 CARL GAGE MORSETTE
       6394 10/24/24 OWNERSHIP LIST-BOYS & GIRLS            75.00                              1000     411000    390        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         75.00

 46567           2814 FLATHEAD PEST SOLUTIONS                167.00
       P18370 10/28/24 FD-RURAL MONTHLY EXT BARRIER         69.00*                             1000     420400    399        101000
       P18375 10/28/24 FD-CITY  MONTHLY EXT BARRIER         98.00*                             1000     420400    399        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        167.00
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10/31/24                                               CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS                                   Page: 3 of 9
15:56:18                                                Claim Approval List                                Report ID: AP100V
                                                  For the Accounting Period: 10/24

    *  ... Over spent expenditure

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Claim/  Check           Vendor #/Name/               Document $/     Disc $                                                   Cash
                Invoice #/Inv Date/Description         Line $                          PO #    Fund Org Acct   Object  Proj  Account
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 46555           3198 FRIESEN, MICAH                         117.28
       140340 10/28/24 PD-A/C HEATER BLOWER MOTOR          105.29                              1000     420100    232        101000
       497443 10/28/24 PD-1 GAL ANITFREEZE                  11.99                              1000     420100    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        117.28

 46587           1455 GRAINGER                               310.44
       9277846342 10/10/24 STR-6" MACHINE VISE             310.44                              2500     430200    212        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        310.44

 46576           2806 HANSON'S HARDWARE                      157.80
       612811 10/15/24 WTR- AA BATTERIES                    19.99                              5210     430500    220        101000
       612900 10/23/24 SWR-MISC SCREWS                       1.88                              5310     430600    240        101000
       612886 10/21/24 WTR-GAS CYLINDER,HEAT TORCH         101.95                              5210     430500    220        101000
       612905 10/23/24 WTR-10PC WHEEL                       25.99                              5210     430500    220        101000
       612587 09/27/24 WTR-ENAMEL PAINT                      7.99                              5210     430500    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        157.80

 46580           3116 IBS, INC                               212.28
       854687-1 10/18/24 STR-WHEEL,LUBRI,TIP,PENCIL        212.28                              2500     430200    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        212.28

 46585           3286 INNOVATIVE CONTROLS INC                719.53
       847810 10/14/24 FD-WTR DISPLAY,TANK SENDER          719.53                              1000     420400    232        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        719.53

 46586           3229 INTERPRETERS UNLIMITED                  47.25
       402799 10/29/24 CRT-INTERPRETERS 09-16-24            47.25                              1000     410360    399        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         47.25

 46559           1080 LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTER               1,451.04
       9050059769 10/23/24 SWR-FLAT REPAIR VAC TRK          49.99                              5310     430600    361        101000
       9050059819 10/29/24 PD-BRAKE REPAIR 2021 DURAN      449.19                              1000     420100    361        101000
       9050005975 10/29/24 SWR- LFT REAR TIRES 2009 T      819.94                              5310     430600    361        101000
       9050059869 10/29/24 FD-WINTER CHANGEOVER            131.92                              1000     420400    361        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,451.04
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————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 46577           2488 LYMAN DUST CONTROL SERVICES OF       8,542.50
       2024-762 10/28/24 STR- DE-ICER MAGNESIUM          8,542.50                              2500     430200    221        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      8,542.50

 46593            707 MONTANA DEPT. OF REVENUE            11,697.67
 WWTP IMPROVEMENTS - BIOREACTOR EXPANSION PAY APP #2 & #3
       PAY APP 2 09/25/24 1% W/HOLDING-PROSPECT CONST    6,312.55                              5310     430600    930        101000
       PAY APP 3 10/25/24 1% w/HOLDING-PROSPECT CONST    5,385.12                              5310     430600    930        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:     11,697.67

 46583           3152 MONTANA ELITE LLC                      175.00
       2450 10/18/24 SWR-TROUBLESHOOT/SENSOR CIRCUI        175.00                              5310     430600    360        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        175.00

 46578           3133 MONTANA MUNICIPAL INTERLOCAL         1,500.00
 VICTORIAH PRICE
       DR1005644 09/30/24 PRK-CLAIM EV2024011607         1,500.00                              1000     510330    519        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,500.00

 46575           2305 MOTOROLA SOLUTIONS, INC.               243.75
 ANNUAL LIC. IN CAR VIDEO
 SERVICE FROM 11/11/24 - 11/10/25

       1411126979 10/14/24 PD-VIDEOMANAGER LICENSE         243.75                              1000     420100    355        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        243.75

 46566           3231 NORTHERN ROCKIES FIRE                  188.00
       695 10/23/24 FD-GLOVE PROTECT INSERT                 89.00                              1000     420400    226        101000
       696 10/23/24 FD-(3) PAIR GLOVES                      99.00                              1000     420400    226        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        188.00

 46557           2816 O'REILLY AUTO PARTS                    100.83
       496035 10/16/24 PRKS-OIL/OIL FILTER                  80.85                              1000     460400    231        101000
       496490 10/20/24 PD-PROTECTANT SHINE                  19.98                              1000     420100    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        100.83
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 46570           3085 ORTHOPEDIC REHAB INC                   400.00
       102824 10/16/24 PD-PRE SCRN-CHIEF STEPHENS          200.00                              1000     420100    390        101000
       102824 10/16/24 FD- PRE SCRN- CIERRA                200.00                              1000     420400    390        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        400.00

 46595           3132 PINNACLE PAVING                      4,841.10
 PREP AND PAVE VARIOUS LOCATIONS WITH IN THE CITY. FENHOLT PARK BATHROOM ASPHALT
 PATCH.

       1680 10/30/24 PRKS-FENHOLT ASPHALT PATCH          1,564.80                              4010     460400    930        101000
       1680 10/30/24 WTR-WATER DIG PATCHES               3,276.30                              5210     430500    360        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      4,841.10

 46560           2932 PIONEER CHEMICAL SUPPLY LLC            134.27
       14142 10/18/24 SWR-FLOAT ROPE                       134.27                              5310     430600    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        134.27

 46572           3193 POMP'S TIRE SERVICE INC                896.12
       2090010240 10/15/24 PRKS-TIRES 2016 DODGE           896.12*                             1000     460400    361        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        896.12

 46594           3277 PROSPECT CONSTRUCTION INC         1158,069.66
 WWTP IMPROVEMENTS - BIOREACTOR EXPANSION PAY APP #2 & #3
       PAY APP 2 09/25/24 SWR-WWTP IMPROVEMENTS #2     631,255.08                              5310     430600    930        101000
       PAY APP 2 09/25/24 1% STATE W/HOLDING            -6,312.55                              5310     430600    930        101000
       PAY APP 3 10/25/24 SWR-WWTP IMPROVEMENTS #3     538,512.25                              5310     430600    930        101000
       PAY APP 3 10/25/24 1% STATE W/HOLDING            -5,385.12                              5310     430600    930        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:   1158,069.66

 46579           3225 RUSTIC MOOSE LLC                     1,567.00
       000786 10/14/24 FD-EMBROIDERY EMS JUMP SUITS      1,567.00                              1000     420730    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,567.00

 46569           1042 SANDS SURVEYING, INC.                1,207.50
       39170 10/22/24 P/Z-ROUTINE SRVS 09/23-10/10       1,207.50                              1000     411000    399        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,207.50
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Claim/  Check           Vendor #/Name/               Document $/     Disc $                                                   Cash
                Invoice #/Inv Date/Description         Line $                          PO #    Fund Org Acct   Object  Proj  Account
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 46571           2755 SHERWIN-WILLIAMS CO                    125.97
       2132-6 10/23/24 FD-RURAL PAINT                      125.97                              1000     420400    240        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        125.97

 46574           1623 THE UPS STORE #4515                     38.01
       025232 10/19/24 PD-EVIDENCE SHIPPING                 12.67                              1000     420100    310        101000
       013070 10/24/24 PD-EVIDENCE SHIPPING                 12.67                              1000     420100    310        101000
       025462 10/29/24 PD-EVIDENCE SHIPPING                 12.67                              1000     420100    310        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         38.01

 46588           3287 UNITED TACTICAL SYSTEMS, LLC         2,150.00
       0093800-IN 10/29/24 PD-PEPPERBALL PROJECTILES     2,150.00                              1000     420100    212        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      2,150.00

 46590       E   1218 VERIZON WIRELESS                     1,716.37
       9979768910 10/12/24 ADMIN-9/13/24-10/12/24           45.73                              1000     410400    345        101000
       9979768910 10/12/24 FIN-9/13/24-10/12/24             45.73                              1000     410500    345        101000
       9979768910 10/12/24 FIRE-9/13/24-10/12/24           140.47                              1000     420400    345        101000
       9979768910 10/12/24 FAC-9/13/24-10/12/24             12.45                              1000     411200    345        101000
       9979768910 10/12/24 STRS-9/13/24-10/12/24           112.03                              2500     430200    345        101000
       9979768910 10/12/24 PD-9/13/24-10/12/244            849.91                              1000     420100    345        101000
       9979768910 10/12/24 PRKS-9/13/2410/12/24             49.79                              1000     460400    345        101000
       9979768910 10/12/24 WTR-9/13/24-10/12/24            207.54                              5210     430500    345        101000
       9979768910 10/12/24 SWR-9/13/24-10/12/24            107.96                              5310     430600    345        101000
       9979768910 10/12/24 CRT-9/13/24-10/12/24             49.79                              1000     410360    345        101000
       997976891 10/12/24 FIN- PWD PHONE                    31.66                              1000     410500    212        101000
       997976891 10/12/24 WTR PWD PHONE                     31.66                              5210     430500    212        101000
       9979768910 10/12/24 SWR PWD PHONE                    31.65                              5310     430600    212        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,716.37

 46558             84 WESTERN BUILDING CENTER                 30.83
       411090974 10/17/24 PRKS-LAG SCREWS                    3.36                              1000     460400    220        101000
       411089212 10/16/24 SWR-ADAPTER/COUPLING              11.87                              5310     430600    240        101000
       411098585 10/22/24 SWR-ASSORTED FASTENERS             2.64                              5310     430600    240        101000
       411098561 10/22/24 PRKS-STAR BITS                     9.00                              1000     460400    220        101000
       411096853 10/21/24 SWR-BOLTS,NUTS,WASHERS             3.96                              5310     430600    240        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         30.83
                                       # of Claims    39      Total: 1206,167.75      # of Vendors    38
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                                           Total Electronic Claims      1,716.37
                                       Total Non-Electronic Claims    1204451.38
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10/31/24                                               CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS                                   Page: 8 of 9
15:56:19                                              Fund Summary for Claims                              Report ID: AP110
                                                  For the Accounting Period: 10/24

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
              Fund/Account                                 Amount
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
 1000 GENERAL FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                                  18,972.81
 2500 SPECIAL STREET MAINTENANCE DISTRICT FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                                   9,274.38
 4010 CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND - Parks
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                                   1,564.80
 5210 WATER ENTERPRISE FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                                   4,591.02
 5310 SEWER ENTERPRISE FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                               1,171,764.74

                                               Total:         1,206,167.75
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10/31/24                                               CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS                                   Page: 9 of 9
15:56:19                                           Claim Approval Signature Page                           Report ID: AP100A
                                                 For the Accounting Period: 10 / 24

Council Meeting Date:__________________

Claims Submitted to Council:$____________________

Claims Denied/Withheld by Council Finance Committee:$_______________ Claim #'s:_________________

Prepared By:  Shawn Bates, Finance Director

              ___________________________________________

Approved by Mark Shrives, Interim City Manager

              ____________________________________________

City Council to Approve by motion on consent agenda
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11/04/2024

1,206,167.75

Shawn Bates

Mark Shrives


The following claims are significant:

Lyman Dust Control Services - $8,542.50 Street mag deicer. (Fund 2500)
Prospect Construction Inc. - $1,158,069.66 WWTP project, pay app #2 & #3. (Fund 5310)
Montana Department of Revenue - $11,697.67 Prospect Construction 1% w/holding. (Fund 5310)

The remaining claims are routine in nature. Let me know if you have any questions.
Shawn
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CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS 
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

HELD OCTOBER 21, 2024 

 September 21, 2024 Page 1 

 
Mayor Barnhart called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL: Councilor King, Councilor Lovering, Councilor Piper, Councilor Shepard via zoom and Mayor 
Barnhart. Absent: Councilor Price and Councilor Robinson. 
 
Also present: Interim City Manager Shrives, City Clerk Staaland, City Attorney Breck, Fire Chief Weeks and 
Police Chief Stephens. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
Councilor Lovering motioned to approve the agenda, seconded by Councilor Piper and the motion carried. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: Councilor King made motion to approve the consent agenda noting all claims appeared to 
be in order, seconded by Councilor Lovering with council voting as follows. Ayes: Piper, Shepard, King, 
Lovering and Barnhart. 
Approval of Claims - October 18, 2024 - $232.449.83 
Approval of Payroll Quarterly Claims- October 9, 2024 - $29,164.80 
Approval of Payroll Claims - October 11, 2024 - $114,606.25 
Approval of Regular Council Meeting Minutes - October 7, 2024 
Approval of Grant Agreement - MT DOC Montana Community Reinvestment Program Contract #MT-MCR-PL-
25-09 and authorize City Manager to execute. 
Records Destruction Document - October 8, 2024 
 
VISITORS/PUBLIC COMMENT (Items not on agenda)  
Shirley Folkwein, 285 Shooting Star Lane, is with the Coalition for clean CFAC gave City Clerk Staaland a copy of 
a letter sent to K.C. Becker from The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribe of the Flathead Nation. Ms. 
Folkwein quoted in the letter “EPA stay any decision making, including issuance of a ROD, due to inadequate 
Tribal consultation, including inadequate CSKT involvement in site related decisions, and specifically a failure 
to adequately evaluate the conceptual Preferred Alternative 4 remedy in terms of compliance with Clean 
Water Act surface water quality criteria and our treaty rights in fishing and fish consumption, both based in 
the Flathead River and its tributaries.” 
 
Ms. Folkwein said the Coalition for a clean CFAC supports and shares the CSKT’s concerns with the inadequacy 
of the EPA’s consultation with the CSKT on the proposed CFAC cleanup plan. They ask Columbia Falls Council 
to give serious consideration to the new findings that they set forth in the letter recently sent to the Governor 
and other elected officials, which is in the packet she handed out earlier.  
 
Matt Hutcheson, 227 7th St. E. is here to voice his concern about hearing in the council chambers. Mr. 
Hutcheson said he has a hard time hearing what is being said at council meetings and asked if something could 
be done about it. 
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CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES HELD ON OCTOBER 21, 2024 
 

 October 21, 2024 Page 2 

Mr. Hutcheson said on 3rd Ave E. and 7th St. there is a crosswalk and bike path that has not been painted, and 
a stop sign that has been removed. Mr. Hutcheson said he would like to see the sign replace and the crosswalk 
painted.  
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
Probationary Volunteer Firefighter Cierra Atchley 
Fire Chief Weeks said the membership of the Columbia Falls Fire Department has voted to approve Cierra Atchley as a 
probationary member.  Cierra has attended several trainings over the past few months; she has the potential to be an 
asset to the department.  She has completed the application process, a pre-employment physical, and background check 
and passed all three said Weeks. 
 
Councilor Piper motioned to accept Probationary Volunteer Firefighter Cierra Atchley, seconded by Councilor Lovering 
and the motion carried unanimously.  
 
Surplus 457 - 2001 HME 
Fire Chief Weeks said the new HME pumper/rescue that is on order will eliminate the need for a heavy rescue and much 
of the equipment on 457 is no longer used.  When 457 was purchased extrication tools were ran with a separate 
hydraulic pump and long hydraulic hoses, we now have battery operated extrication tools so the electric hydraulic pump 
and hydraulic hose reels are no longer used.  Also, with the purchase of our new 4500 psi SCBAs the fill station on 457 is 
obsolete.  It can only fill 3000 psi bottles and cannot be upgraded to fill our new 4500 psi bottles.  Additionally with the 
new bigger capacity bottles and the fact that we have 44 bottles (22 on SCBAs and 22 spares) having a portable fill 
station is no longer a necessity.  The new pumper/rescue has a larger body with more storage than our current engines 
so the other hand tools etc. that are carried on 457 will be able to be put on the new truck said Weeks. 
 
Staff recommends to surplus 457-2001 HME. 
Councilor Lovering motioned to surplus 457-2001 HME, seconded by Councilor King and the motion carried.  

 
Surplus 431 - 1994 Type 1 Structure Engine Made by Central States 
Fire Chief Weeks recommends the city sell 431 to the Blankenship Fire Department for $16,000.  Chief Weeks said he 
came up with this price due to the uncertainty of a final sales price through Brindlee Mountain and the fact that 431 still 
has the original tires from 1994.  The existing tires are only rated for 55 mph and need to be replaced due to age.  It 
would also benefit the City of Columbia Falls when we ask Blankenship Fire Department for mutual aid to have 431 
responding into our district versus the current 1987 truck that they now have.  The city will publish the surplus vehicle in 
the newspaper upon approval. 
 

Councilor Piper motioned to surplus 431 - 1994 Type 1 Structure Engine Made by Central States, seconded by 
Councilor King. 
Mayor Barnhart asked how much equipment will be taken off 431. Chief Weeks said everything will come off.  
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
Appointment of Local Government Study Commissioners 
Interim City Manager Shrives said this agenda item asks the City Council to appoint three city residents who 
have expressed interest in serving on the Local Government Study Commission; the individuals expressing 
interest are: Roger Hopkins, Connie Konopatzke and Susan Nicosia.  
Staff recommends appointment Roger Hopkins, Connie Konopatzke and Susan Nicosia to serve as 
commissioners on the Local Government Study Commission. 
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Councilor Lovering motioned to appoint Roger Hopkins, Connie Konopatzke and Susan Nicosia to serve as 
commissioners on the Local Government Study Commission, seconded by Councilor Piper and the motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Award Grit Classifier Bid to WTP Equipment Corporation - $81,950. 
City Manager said this project was originally put out to bid for the equipment and installation; however, we 
did not receive any bids. City staff then determined that the installation could be done in house except for the 
electrical connections.  The City put out a bid request for just the equipment.  
 
The City received 3 bids for the Grit classifier equipment. Two bids met the requirements; the first qualifying 
bid was from Envirodyne Systems Inc. at $379,880. And the second qualifying bid was from WTP Equipment 
Corp. at $81,950.  
 
Staff recommends moving forward with low bidder WTP Equipment Corp. for $81,950. 

Mayor Barnhart asked if staff had a chance to discuss the price difference with the two qualifying bidders. City 
Manager Shrives said staff went through the bids and checked everything on the specs. and asked for the shop 
drawings to make sure everything was correct.  

Councilor Piper motioned to award the Grit Classifier Bid to WTP Equipment Corporation - $81,950, seconded 
by Councilor Lovering, with council voting as follows. Ayes: King, Lovering, Piper, Shepard and Barnhart. 

 
Knife River Sidewalk and Parking Project Change Order #2 - Decrease $15,309.13 
City Manager Shrives said with this Change Order decrease the city will be able to close the grant out. 
 
Councilor King motioned to approve Knife River Sidewalk and Parking Project Change Order #2 - Decrease 
$15,309.13, seconded by Councilor Lovering with council voting as follows. Ayes: Lovering, Piper, Shepard, 
King and Barnhart. 
 
REPORTS / BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & COUNCIL   
Councilor Shepard said he hoping to be at the next meeting on November 4, 2024. 
 
Councilor Lovering inquired about the second gate at the pickleball court. 
Lovering would like the city to have a look at Mr. Hutchinson’s request on the crosswalk and stop sign on 7th 
St. E. City Manager Shrives said he will have the street department have a look at it. 
 
Councilor Piper said he would like to see the curb painted yellow near Posh Nails.  
Piper said he would like the Public Works Department have a look at the pipe sticking out of the ground on the 
side of City Hall.  
 
Mayor Barnhart asked why they were digging the street up on Nucleus. Chief Weeks said they were 
disconnecting service for repair. 
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CITY MANAGER REPORT  
Service Line Repair Program 
City Manager Strives said the since the program started, there are 172 customers, 20 claims serviced and an 
average claim cost of $3,231. Councilor Lovering said everyone should get this service; it is inexpensive and 
was a great savings to her. 
 
Flathead County has completed the weed spraying in Columbia Falls.  The city also addressed the weed issue 
near the NAPA store. 
 
City Manager Shrives said the sign near the river at Rivers Edge Park is being addressed. 
 
There is a kickoff meeting for the RAISE Grant on Wednesday to start the process. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT  
City Attorney Breck said there was a request by an owner of a unit at 5th Street homes, who had purchased the 
home in a foreclosure by Habitat for Humanity. Last year there was a request to change the covenants to 
allow for long and short term rentals. At that time the city said no, as the homes were built with volunteer 
hours and donations were made based on the idea that they would be owner occupied. The request was 
recently made again and the city sent a letter to the home owner explaining our stance to not allow a change 
to the covenants allowing for long or short term rentals.  
 
MISCELLANEOUS REPORT 
Fire Chief Weeks said the Fire Department has been very busy. 
 
Police Chief Stephens said they are working towards filling a Police Officer vacancy and it is expected to be 
filled soon.  
 
MISCELLANEOUS  
Correspondence 
 
ADJOURN 
Councilor Lovering motioned to adjourn at 7:33 p.m., seconded by Councilor King 
 
 
________________________________ 
Mayor 
 
________________________________ 
City Clerk  
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City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
Title: Task Order #3 for the Professional Services Contract between Susan M. Nicosia CPA, 

LLC and the City of Columbia Falls. 

 

Date:  November 4, 2024 

 

Staff Contact:  Mark Shrives 

 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY: This Task Order will add additional time and funds to the 

original agreement 

 

BACKGROUND: The original contract with Susan was a was lump sum – $4,000 for budget 

(paid) and $1,000 per month for grant administration July – Dec (with ability to amend/extend if 

necessary).  It is anticipated that it will require 120 hours on closing/AFR – maybe a bit more 

due to tax/assessment receivable issues. None of the closing entries or capital outlay entries have 

been made.  

Once a new City Finance Director is in place, it is estimated that Susan will work with that 

individual for approximately 20 hours per week for training and internal auditing.  

ANALYSIS: This increase to the contract was not specifically budgeted for, but the city 

budgeted for finance director and accountant full-time for the entire fiscal year.  The contract 

with Susan will be overdrawn, but there are savings in the personnel line items since we haven’t 

expended funds for the Finance Director since Shawn was promoted to Public Works director 

and the accountant position remains unfilled.  

 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  

The estimated cost for this task order is: 

 Grant Administration - $6,000 (July 2024 – December 2024). 

Closing/AFR - $7,800 (120 hours x $65.00 per hour)  

Training and Internal Audit - $13,000 ($1,300 per week x 10 weeks).  This is an estimate 

only.  The training may not take 10 weeks, or it could take more time.  Funding is 

available though from the previously discussed sources. 

Total Estimated Increase to Professional Services Agreement - $33,800 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Recommend approval of Task Order Number 3 

 

SUGGESTED MOTION: I move to approve Task Order #3 to the Professional Services 

Contract between Susan M. Nicosia CPA, LLC and the City of Columbia Falls 

 

ATTACHMENTS: Task Order #3 
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TASK ORDER #3 

 

Pursuant to the Professional Services Contract executed July 16, 2024, between Susan M. 

Nicosia, CPA, LLC (Service Provider) and City of Columbia Falls (Client), the two parties 

mutually agree to add Task Order #3 as follows: 

1. Preparation of June 30, 2024, fiscal year end closing and reconciling entries on the 

general ledger including subsidiary ledgers and workpapers. 

2. Preparation, completion, and submission of the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report 

for fiscal year ended June 30, 2024, before the statutory deadline of December 31, 2024. 

3. Internal auditing/reconciling of general ledger and subsidiary entries for the period 

beginning July 1, 2024, as needed by the Client. 

4. Training and assistance to new and existing finance/administrative staff on the 

accounting, reporting, and internal control functions of the city including, but not limited 

to, accounting, utility billing, business registration, resort tax collections, special 

assessments/property tax reporting, cash receipting, and claims processing. 

 

The Client shall pay the Service Provider at the rate of $65.00/hour for the services provided 

pursuant to Task Order #3. The Service Provider shall provide a detailed description of the 

services provided with each invoice. 

 

Client’s Signature: _____________________________  Date: ________________ 

 Interim City Manager 

 

Service Provider’s Signature: _____________________________ Date: ________________ 

 Susan M. Nicosia 
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Return to: 
City of Columbia Falls 
130 6th Street West 
Columbia Falls, MT 59912  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 1934 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF COLUMBIA FALLS, MONTANA 
APPROVING THE FINAL PLAT OF RIVERBEND AGAIN SUBDIVISION A TWO LOT 
RESIDENTIAL MINOR SUBDIVISION LOCATED AT 67 HIDDEN CEDAR LOOP AND 
544 EVENING STAR LANE, FURTHER DESCRIBED AS LOT 20A, OF THE AMENDED 
SUBDIVISION PLAT OF LOTS 20, 21, 30 & 31 OF RIVERBEND ESTATES PHASE 1 IN 
THE IN SECTION 17, TOWNSHIP 30 NORTH, RANGE 20 WEST, P.M.M., FLATHEAD 
COUNTY, MONTANA. 
 

WHEREAS, Baldelli Properties, LLC, owner/applicant of the subject property, 
have applied for final approval of a two-lot residential subdivision known as 
Riverbend Again Subdivision located at 67 Hidden Cedar Loop and 544 Evening Star 
Lane, further described as Lot 20A, of the Amended Subdivision Plat of Lots 20, 21, 
30 & 31, of Riverbend Estates Phase 1 in Section 17, Township 30 North, Range 20 
West, P.M.M., Flathead County, Montana; 
 

WHEREAS, the conditions of said subdivision plat were considered and found 
to be satisfied and the final plat was approved by the City Council of the City of 
Columbia Falls at the regular council meeting on Monday, November 4th, 2024. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

COLUMBIA FALLS, MONTANA AS FOLLOWS:   
 

Section One. Findings of Fact. That the findings of fact set forth in the Final 
Plat Report, CFP-24-02, prepared by the City of Columbia Falls Planning 
Department dated October 24, 2024, are adopted, and the plat of Riverbend Again 
Subdivision is approved and is a two-lot residential subdivision of the Planning & 
Zoning Jurisdiction of the City of Columbia Falls, Flathead County, Montana. 
 

Section Two. Effective Date. This Resolution shall be effective immediately 
upon its passage and approval by the City Council.  
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF COLUMBIA FALLS, 
MONTANA THIS 4th DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2024, THE COUNCIL VOTING AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 

AYES:  
 

NOES:  
 

ABSENT:  
_______________________________ 
City Clerk 

 
APPROVED BY THE MAYOR OF COLUMBIA FALLS, MONTANA THIS 4th DAY OF 

NOVEMBER 2024. 
 

_______________________________ 
Mayor 

ATTEST: 
_____________________________ 
City Clerk 
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CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

 

Page 1 of 2 

FINAL PLAT REPORT 
 

For:   Riverbend Again Subdivision 
Report No.:  CFP-24-02 
Date:  October 24, 2024 
Prepared By:  Eric H. Mulcahy, AICP – City Planner  
  
Recommendation: Grant Final Plat approval to Riverbend Again 
Subdivision   
  
Site History: 
City staff granted administrative approval for the preliminary plat of Riverbend 
Again Subdivision on January 18, 2024 subject to four conditions.  The 
preliminary plat met all provisions required by Chapter 17.12.070 of the 
Columbia Falls Subdivision regulations for administrative approval and as 
stated below.   
 
Ø The plat contains five or fewer lots;  
Ø There is no public dedication of streets or public or private park land;  
Ø All lots have suitable access conforming to these standards;  
Ø Each lot has a suitable building site and there are no environmental 

hazards apparent or reported;  
Ø Each lot possesses an approved access to an approved potable water and 

sewer sanitation system;  
Ø The subdivision complies with these regulations and current zoning 

regulations;  
Ø No significant effects are anticipated on agriculture and agricultural 

water user facilities, local services, the natural environment, wildlife and 
wildlife habitat and the public health and safety.  

Ø  
In addition to the above, the two lots were originally approved with the final plat 
of Riverbend Subdivision in 2008.  Lots 20 and 21 were aggregated by the 
aggregation survey filed in 2019.  This subdivision reverses the aggregation. 
 
Submittals: 
Please find included with this report the following documents: 
ü Final Plat Application and Fees. 
ü Cover Letter – RDG (10/16/24) 
ü The prescribed quantity of plat drawings. 
ü MFE Approval (4/5/24) 
ü MDEQ Approval EQ #25-1410 (10/15/24) 
ü Title report Fidelity National Title, dated 10/9/2024, Guarantee 

#FT1585-240141 
ü Tax Certification  
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Significance of Finding: 
In accordance with CFMO 17.12.110 C.4., the Planning Director has 
determined that the proposed Final Plat conforms to the Preliminary Plat and 
the Conditions of Preliminary Plat Approval.    
 

Compliance with Preliminary Plat Conditions: 

1. The final plat of Riverbend Again Subdivision shall substantially comply with 
the preliminary plat received January, 2024 by the City of Columbia Falls.   

This condition is met.  The Final Plat conforms with the preliminary plat. 

 

2. The sewer, stormwater, and water facilities shall be reviewed and approved 
by the City of Columbia Falls Public Works Department and the Montana 
Department of Environmental Quality unless this approval can be exempted 
as previously approved.  

This condition is met.  The Applicants received MFE approval from the City of 
Columbia Falls on 4/5/24 signed by the City Engineering consultant.  The 
applicants received the MDEQ approval on 10/15/24 with EQ#25-1410. 

 

3. The following notes shall be place on the face of the Final Plat stating:  

a. All buildings shall have address numbers visible from the public 
street.   

b. Due to high groundwater in the designated area(s), basements 
may require costly construction techniques to mitigate ground 
water inundation. 

c. Due to buried debris in the designated area(s), structures erected 
within the area will require a geotechnical assessment by a 
licensed engineer and a favorable report designating mitigating 
measures that will be completed prior to issuance of a building 
permit and building construction. 

The following notes appear on the face of the final plat. 

 

4. The preliminary plat shall expire three (3) years from the date of this letter 
unless the applicant requests an extension at least 45 days prior to the 
expiration. 

This condition is met.  The preliminary plat expires on January 18, 2027 
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Columbia Falls Fire Department Incident Breakdown

2024 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec YTD 2024

Dispatches 44 17 25 26 28 42 59 31 36 50 358 Dispatches 

ALS Medical Total 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 1 1 8 ALS Medical Total

BLS Medical Total 12 5 9 6 11 7 26 9 13 20 118 BLS Medical Total

Medical CPR 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 3 Medical CPR

Medical ALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 1 1 6 Medical ALS

Medical BLS 1 0 0 2 0 0 4 3 2 8 20 Medical BLS

Medical Lift Assist 6 1 6 4 11 4 8 3 3 7 53 Medical Lift Assist

MVA with injury 1 0 0 1 0 1 7 1 2 3 16 MVA with injury

Extrication 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 2 4 Extrication

Ambulance Driver 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 Ambulance Driver

MVA non injury 4 4 3 3 1 2 6 2 6 2 33 MVA non injury

Airport Emergency 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Airport Emergency

Traffic Control 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Traffic Control

HazMat 8 1 2 2 1 5 3 1 0 0 23 HazMat

Hazardous Conditions 2 1 3 2 0 1 3 2 6 7 27 Hazardous Conditions

     CO 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1      CO

     Gas Leak/Odor inside 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 6      Gas Leak/Odor inside

     Gas Leak/Odor outside 1 0 1 1 0 4 2 1 1 3 14      Gas Leak/Odor outside

     Powerline 3 0 1 0 0 2 0 1 2 3 12      Powerline

     Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2      Other

Service 4 0 0 1 1 3 0 0 0 3 12 Service

Good Intent 2 2 0 4 3 2 4 3 3 3 26 Good Intent

Fire Alarm 3 2 1 0 2 5 3 2 4 0 22 Fire Alarm

False Alarm 3 0 1 0 1 1 5 1 0 4 16 False Alarm

Illegal burn 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 6 Illegal burn

Smoke Investigation, outside 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 2 Smoke Investigation, outside

Smoke Investigation, inside 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 5 Smoke Investigation, inside

Cancelled enroute 5 4 9 4 4 9 10 5 4 8 62 Cancelled enroute

Fire, residential 5 0 0 1 3 1 0 0 1 3 14 Fire, residential

Fire, chimney 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 Fire, chimney

Fire, commercial 1 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 5 Fire, commercial

Fire, vehicle 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 Fire, vehicle

Fire, vegetation, grass 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 3 Fire, vegetation, grass

Fire, vegetation, wildland 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Fire, vegetation, wildland

Dispatch Totals 44 17 25 26 28 42 59 31 36 50 358 Dispatch Totals 

Structure fires (In District) 2 0 0 0 1 2 2 0 0 1 8 Structure fires

Structure fires (Mutual aid) 4 0 0 1 2 1 0 0 1 2 11

Acres burned 0 0 0 0 0 0.1 0 0 0 0 0.1 Acres burned

11/1/2024
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Columbia Falls Fire Department

2024 Runs

Jan Feb March April May June July August Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Calls YTD 20242024

calls 44 17 25 26 28 42 59 31 36 50 358

Weeks 18 13 13 17 11 24 36 10 15 22 179 50.00%

Peterson 16 3 9 13 7 17 22 10 9 12 118 32.96%

Smith, R. 18 6 7 14 8 21 14 12 12 24 136 37.99%

Thomas 17 7 9 12 7 18 26 9 10 20 135 37.71%

Ross 3 2 0 4 3 12 27 14 11 14 90 25.14%

Loughery 8 0 2 4 1 4 7 2 8 10 46 12.85%

Smith, K. 0 6 12 2 7 4 16 5 3 7 62 17.32%

Arnold 3 6 10 8 12 9 15 10 14 19 106 29.61%

Perkins 3 0 2 9 6 8 3 5 3 6 45 12.57%

Willcut 12 1 5 7 10 16 19 8 12 12 102 28.49%

Woodruff 13 7 12 7 5 12 12 4 5 12 89 24.86%

O'Brien 16 6 2 6 8 9 15 4 0 13 79 22.07%

Shanks 1 0 1 4 4 3 3 3 5 10 34 9.50%

Bates 0 1 0 2 0 5 5 1 2 5 21 5.87%

Stuhler 5 1 5 6 7 1 17 8 12 17 79 22.07%

Schrader 5 1 1 1 0 3 5 2 2 7 27 7.54%

Grogan 32 10 19 24 26 36 54 29 29 29 288 80.45%

Dickerson 7 0 2 2 2 8 5 1 3 3 33 9.22%

Butts 1 1 1 1 2 0 5 1 5 0 17 4.75%

Hogan 16 9 10 11 13 17 26 10 16 21 149 41.62%

Kehl, M 4 2 3 2 1 1 0 0 2 1 16 4.47%

Vessels 28 13 22 16 21 30 34 8 5 28 205 57.26%

Kienas 5 7 16 25 27 16 14 23 133 37.15%

Johnson 2 3 6 12 11 7 5 12 58 16.20%

Jost 8 5 23 36 10.06%

Atchley

Ryan 0 1 7 5 6 5 9

Dolph 9 6 1 0 2

Kemppainen 1 0 1 1 0 0 7

Vanhaverbeke 0 0 0 0 5 4

Kehl, S 9 3 7 8 3 0 1

#1 month #2 month 2024 #1 Department Average:102 28.37%

Jan Feb March April May June July August Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.                  Calls YTD 2024

Total calls 44 17 25 26 28 42 59 31 36 50 358

Rural 24 9 15 18 19 22 30 14 20 26 197 55.03%

City 20 8 10 8 9 20 29 17 16 24 161 44.97%

Mutual Aid Received 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 3 5 1.40%

Mutual Aid Given 4 1 0 1 2 3 1 0 1 2 15 4.19%

Medical & MVA 14 5 9 10 12 7 27 12 14 21 131 36.59%
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Columbia Falls Fire Department
October 2024 Inspections

Business Name Address Date Inspected Reinspection Date
Columbia Falls High School 610 13th St W 10/25/2024
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