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ROOM A | 130 6TH STREET WEST PHONE (406) 892-4391 

 COLUMBIA FALLS, MT 59912 FAX (406) 892-4413 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
AGENDA 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 02, 2024 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS CITY HALL 

FINANCE COMMITTEE – 6:30 P.M 

(Barnhart, Robinson and Shepard)  

REGULAR MEETING – 7:00 P.M.   

CALL TO ORDER  

ROLL CALL 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

CONSENT AGENDA:  

1. Approval of Claims - December 2, 2024 - $746,114.62 

2. Approval of Payroll Claims - November 22, 2024 - $188,369.79 

3. Approval of Regular Council Meeting Minutes - November 18, 2024 

VISITORS/PUBLIC COMMENT (Items not on agenda)  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS/PUBLIC HEARINGS:  

4. Appointment of Austin Green as Probationary Police Patrol Officer 

NEW BUSINESS:   

5. Letter to Flathead County Commissioners 
In support of Neighbor Works Montana to manage the workforce housing assistance program. 

ORDINANCES / RESOLUTIONS:  

6. Notice of Public Hearing 

The Boys and Girls Club of Glacier Country, Inc. are requesting a Zone Change from CR-5 to CRA-
1.  
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REPORTS / BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & COUNCIL   

CITY MANAGER REPORT  

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT  

MISCELLANEOUS  

7. Correspondence 

ADJOURN 
Next Scheduled Meetings: 
City Council – Regular Meeting, December 16, 2024 – 7:00 PM 
Planning Board – December 12, 2024 
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11/27/24                                               CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS                                   Page: 1 of 10
12:59:49                                                Claim Approval List                                Report ID: AP100V
                                                  For the Accounting Period: 11/24

    *  ... Over spent expenditure

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Claim/  Check           Vendor #/Name/               Document $/     Disc $                                                   Cash
                Invoice #/Inv Date/Description         Line $                          PO #    Fund Org Acct   Object  Proj  Account
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 46677           3238 360 OFFICE SOLUTIONS                    50.07
       14824090 11/20/24 PD- (3) DIVIDER                    50.07                              1000     420100    210        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         50.07

 46668           2708 BULLITT COMMUNICATIONS                 428.00
       73007 11/18/24 FD-(4) BATTERIES                     428.00                              1000     420400    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        428.00

 46679            184 CENEX HARVEST STATES COOP               76.13
       SH7-IV7628 09/08/24 FD-RURAL FIRE LP TANK LEAS       76.13                              1000     420400    344        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         76.13

 46687           3028 CENTURYLINK - BUSINESS SERVICES        377.43
       712647387 11/16/24 COMP-10/16/24 - 11/15/24         377.43                              1000     410580    345        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        377.43

 46690             14 CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS                 407.21
       112624 11/26/24 FAC-10/17-11/17/24                  108.61                              1000     411200    342        101000
       112624 11/26/24 FD-10/17-11/17/24                    33.86                              1000     420400    342        101000
       112624 11/26/24 PRKS-10/17-11/17/24                  35.33                              1000     460400    342        101000
       112624 11/26/24 STRS-10/17-11/17/24                  98.34                              2500     430200    342        101000
       112624 11/26/24 WTR-10/17-11/17/24                   46.03                              5210     430500    342        101000
       112624 11/26/24 SWR-10/17-11/17/24                   85.04                              5310     430600    342        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        407.21

 46684           3290 CLEAR CAREER PROFESSONALS LLC        9,000.00
       1170 11/22/24 CITY MANAGER EXECUTIVE SEARCH       9,000.00                              1000     410400    399        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      9,000.00

 46692           2945 CRAPO LTD                            4,028.17
       51393 11/21/24 STRS-31.47N TON BLUE ICE MELT      4,028.17                              2500     430200    221        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      4,028.17
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 46699       E   1879 EVERGREEN WASTE CONNECTIONS            505.25
       4791723V41 11/01/24 FAC-10/1-10/31/24                91.65                              1000     411200    340        101000
       4791724V41 11/01/24 STRS-10/1-10/31/24              184.55                              2500     430200    340        101000
       4791725V41 11/01/24 WTR-10/1-10/31/24                91.65                              5210     430500    340        101000
       4791841V41 11/01/24 SWR-10/1-10/31/24                76.30                              5310     430600    340        101000
       4791843V41 11/01/24 PRKS-10/1-10/31/24               61.10                              1000     460400    340        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        505.25

 46660           1383 FASTENAL COMPANY                       371.20
       MTKAL28326 10/28/24 SWR-(36) WIRE CLIPS             371.20                              5310     430600    240        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        371.20

 46678            438 FERGUSON WATERWORKS                     13.23
       0908683 11/14/24 WTR-(63) RUB COUP GSKT              13.23                              5210     430500    230        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         13.23

 46655           1892 FLATHEAD COUNTY                        225.00
 GLACIER PROPERTIES LLC
 GILHRIST, TOBY & MINDY - RUSH ORDER

       6409 11/07/24 OWNERSHIP LIST-GLT RENTAL              75.00                              1000     411000    390        101000
       6411 11/19/24 OWNERSHIP-GILHRIST                    150.00                              1000     411000    390        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        225.00

 46671           3019 FLATHEAD PUBLISHING GROUP            3,883.00
       028034 09/18/24 PD-PATROL OFFICER AD              1,676.00                              1000     420100    390        101000
       028392-1 09/27/24 FIN-CASHIER AD                    328.00                              1000     410500    331        101000
       028402-1 09/27/24 FIN-FIN DIRECTOR AD               407.67                              1000     410500    331        101000
       028392-1 09/27/24 WTR-CASHIER AD                    328.00                              5210     430500    390        101000
       028392-1 09/27/24 SWR-CASHIER AD                    328.00*                             5310     430600    390        101000
       028402-1 09/27/24 WTR-FIN DIRECTOR AD               407.67                              5210     430500    390        101000
       028402-1 09/27/24 SWR-FIN DIRECTOR AD               407.66*                             5310     430600    390        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      3,883.00
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 46689           3113 GLOBAL ARCHIVES INC                    166.32
       2024077 11/25/24 WTR-MONTHLY STORAGE AS BUILTS       83.16                              5210     430500    363        101000
       2024077 11/25/24 SWR-MONTHLY STORAGE AS BUILTS       83.16                              5310     430600    363        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        166.32

 46682           3010 GOLD COMMUNICATION SERVICES,         6,234.60
 RADIO AND SPEAKER REPAIRS
       1597 11/15/24 PD-(10) RADIO'S,ANTENNA             6,234.60                              1000     420100    212        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      6,234.60

 46657           2806 HANSON'S HARDWARE                      452.02
       613242 11/18/24 FAC- DRAIN DISSOLVER                 19.99                              1000     411200    220        101000
       613184 11/13/24 WTR-SNOW PUSHER                      40.99                              5210     430500    220        101000
       613269 11/20/24 SWR-GUTTER CABLE                     74.99                              5310     430600    240        101000
       613266 11/20/24 SWR-WTR FILTER                       64.95                              5310     430600    240        101000
       613262 11/20/24 WTR-SM ENG FUEL                      24.99                              5210     430500    231        101000
       613262 11/20/24 WTR- LRG GLOVES                      32.99                              5210     430500    220        101000
       613232 11/18/24 SWR-MISC SCREWS                      18.28                              5310     430600    240        101000
       613253 11/19/24 STR--MISC SCREWS                      8.32                              2500     430200    240        101000
       613236 11/18/24 STR-BOLTS,MISC SCREWS                12.32                              2500     430200    240        101000
       613251 11/19/24 STR-250' BLK SERV CORD               15.86                              2500     430200    240        101000
       613254 11/19/24 STR-PAINT,VISE,MARKER                35.76                              2310     470300    930        101000
       613256 11/19/24 STR-MISC SCREWS                      21.76                              2500     430200    240        101000
       613290 11/21/24 FAC- 4PK SLIDE DISC                  29.37                              1000     411200    220        101000
       613259 11/19/24 FAC-DRAIN CLEANER/OPENER             22.98                              1000     411200    220        101000
       613271 11/20/24 SWR-MISC SCREWS                       6.50                              5310     430600    240        101000
       613301 11/22/24 SWR-COUPLING,CONNECTOR                7.98                              5310     430600    240        101000
       613323 11/25/24 WTR-DUCT TAPE                        13.99                              5210     430500    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        452.02

 46673           3062 HIGHGRADE CONSTRUCTION              65,053.65
 PROGRESS PAYMENT FOR 5 OF 6 HYDRANT REPLACEMENTS- HB355
       1141 11/21/24 WTR-5 HYDRANT REPLACEMENTS         65,053.65                              5210     430500    934        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:     65,053.65
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 46685           3057 HUNGRY HORSE NEWS                       59.40
       12/25/24 11/25/24 ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 52 WEEKS       59.40                              1000     410500    330        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         59.40

 46697         999999 JACK WILKINSON                         189.20
       112624 11/26/24 WTR- REFUND-WILINSON                189.20                              5210     214010               101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        189.20

 46680           3289 JEREMIAH JOST                          333.00
       265004726 11/06/24 FD-REMB. SPECKLE MASK KIT        333.00                              1000     420400    226        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        333.00

 46667         999999 JOSEPH BURKE                            99.00
 JOSEPH MOVED OUT IN MAY
       112024 11/18/24 WTR-REFUND BURKE                     99.00                              5210     214010               101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         99.00

 46666           3284 LARRY GROGAN                            37.98
       112024 11/14/24 FD-REMB. FOR BATTERIES               37.98                              1000     420400    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         37.98

 46681           1080 LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTER               1,123.84
       9050060288 11/25/24 PD-NEW TIRES-  UNIT 25        1,123.84                              1000     420100    361        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,123.84

 46669           3283 MICHAEL RIGHETTI                     1,500.00
       NOV 2024 11/12/24 NOV-DEC HOUSING SHRIVES         1,500.00                              1000     410400    390        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,500.00

 46686            916 MID-AMERICAN RESEARCH CHEMICAL         148.10
       0834687-IN 11/15/24 STR-(10)GREASE TUBES            148.10                              2500     430200    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        148.10
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 46698            707 MONTANA DEPT. OF REVENUE             5,840.13
 WWTP IMPROVEMENTS - BIOREACTOR EXPANSION PAY APP #4
       PAY APP 4 11/25/24 1% W/HOLDING-PROSPECT CONST    5,840.13                              5310     430600    930        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      5,840.13

 46661           3094 MONTANA STATE VOLUNTEER FIRE            65.00
       112024 11/15/24 FD-CAL YR 2025 DUES                  65.00                              1000     420400    335        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         65.00

 46662           1247 MURDOCH'S RANCH & HOME                  28.96
       247494 11/14/24 SWR-COUPLER THREAD                   19.99                              5310     430600    240        101000
       247996 11/21/24 SWR-TARP STRAP                        8.97                              5310     430600    240        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         28.96

 46670             52 NAPA AUTO PARTS                        222.70
       100736 11/18/24 SWR-SPARK PLUG/2006 CHEVY            99.60                              5310     430600    232        101000
       100671 11/18/24 SWR-DIESEL ANTIGEL                   59.96                              5310     430600    231        101000
       099772 11/07/24 STR-OIL FILTER -UNIT 9               31.71                              2500     430200    232        101000
       099772 11/07/24 STR- OIL- UNIT 9                     31.43                              2500     430200    231        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        222.70

 46664            955 NORTHWEST TOOL REPAIR                   69.32
       86181 11/18/24 SWR-SWITCH,BRUSH SET,LABOR            69.32                              5310     430600    360        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         69.32

 46658           2678 O'NEIL PRINTERS, INC                   778.00
       2331 11/14/24 FIN-4000 WINDOW ENVELOPES             259.34                              1000     410500    210        101000
       2331 11/14/24 WTR-4000 WINDOW ENVELOPES             259.33                              5210     430500    210        101000
       2331 11/14/24 SWR-4000 WINDOW ENVELOPES             259.33                              5310     430600    210        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        778.00

 46674           2816 O'REILLY AUTO PARTS                     25.97
       499773 11/19/24 STR-WIRE CONN                         6.99                              2500     430200    240        101000
       499793 11/19/24 STR-WIRE CONN                         6.99                              2500     430200    240        101000
       499775 11/19/24 STR-FLASHING LITE                    11.99                              2500     430200    232        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         25.97
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 46696             63 PETTY CASH                              40.40
       457166 06/26/24 COUN-RETIREMENT-NICOSIA              19.95                              1000     410100    220        101000
       062424 06/26/24 PD-POSTAGE DUE                        0.46                              1000     420100    310        101000
       1829828 09/18/24 FIN-IPHONE CASE PROTECTOR           19.99                              1000     410500    210        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         40.40

 46675           1495 PLATT ELECTRIC SUPPLY                  478.64
       5S87117 11/22/24 FAC- REPLACEMENT LIGHTS            159.28                              1000     411200    220        101000
       5S93795 11/25/24 FAC-REPLACEMENT LIGHTS             319.36                              1000     411200    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        478.64

 46694           3193 POMP'S TIRE SERVICE INC              1,820.61
       2090010916 11/14/24 SWR-TIRES,GUARD-BACKHOE       1,820.61                              5310     430600    361        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,820.61

 46676           3192 POP A SQUAT PORTABLES                1,425.00
       17471 10/23/24 PRKS-OCT-(10) PORTA POTTIES          950.00                              1000     460400    399        101000
       17753 11/22/24 PRKS-NOV-(5) PORTA POTTIES           475.00                              1000     460400    399        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,425.00

 46695           3277 PROSPECT CONSTRUCTION INC          578,172.37
 WWTP BIOREACTOR EXPANSION PROJECT - PAY APP 4
       PAY APP 4 11/25/24 SWR-WWTP BIOREACTOR PAY APP  584,012.50                              5310     430600    930        101000
       PAY APP 4 11/25/24 SWR-1% W/HOLDING              -5,840.13                              5310     430600    930        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:    578,172.37

 46663           1653 SUPER 1 FOODS                           16.36
       2860294 11/16/24 SWR-WATER                           16.36                              5310     430600    222        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         16.36

 46665           1623 THE UPS STORE #4515                    206.34
       025833 11/14/24 PD-EVIDENCE SHIPPING                 12.67                              1000     420100    310        101000
       025832 11/14/24 PD-EVIDENCE SHIPPING                 28.38                              1000     420100    310        101000
       025832 11/14/24 PD- OFFIVCE SUPPLIES                  5.99                              1000     420100    210        101000
       025834 11/14/24 PD-EVIDENCE SHIIPING                 36.55                              1000     420100    310        101000
       025973 11/21/24 SWR-CAMERA REPAIR SHIPPING          110.08                              5310     430600    310        101000
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       026003 11/22/24 PD-EVIDENCE SHIPPING                 12.67                              1000     420100    310        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        206.34

 46672           1295 U.S. BANK - SPA LOCKBOX CM9695      60,075.00
 2009 B SEWER, 2009 C SEWER, 2005 WATER AND 2020 WATER
       2739053 11/15/24 SWR-2009 B SEWER PRINCIPAL       9,000.00                              5310     490215    610        101000
       2739053 11/15/24 SWR-2009 B SEWER INTEREST          356.25                              5310     490215    620        101000
       2739054 11/15/24 SWR-2009 C SEWER PRINCIPAL      12,000.00                              5310     490215    610        101000
       2739054 11/15/24 SWR-2009 C SEWER INTEREST        2,295.00                              5310     490215    620        101000
       2739216 11/15/24 WTR-2005 WATER PRINCIPAL        15,000.00                              5210     490210    610        101000
       2739216 11/15/24 WTR-2005 WATER INTEREST            348.75                              5210     490210    620        101000
       2739217 11/15/24 WTR-2020 WATER PRINCIPAL        14,000.00                              5210     490220    610        101000
       2739217 11/15/24 WTR-2020 WATER INTEREST          7,075.00                              5210     490220    620        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:     60,075.00

 46691           3200 USABLUEBOOK                            219.00
       00542288 11/14/24 SWR-REPLACEMENT CAP               219.00                              5310     430600    222        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        219.00

 46688       E   1218 VERIZON WIRELESS                     1,576.40
       9978631404 11/12/24 ADMIN-10/13/24-11/12/24          34.90                              1000     410400    345        101000
       9978631404 11/12/24 FIN-10/13/24-11/12/24            34.90                              1000     410500    345        101000
       9978631404 11/12/24 FIRE-10/13/24-11/12/24          140.46                              1000     420400    345        101000
       9978631404 11/12/24 FAC-10/13/24-11/12/24            12.45                              1000     411200    345        101000
       9978631404 11/12/24 STRS-10/13/24-11/12/24          112.02                              2500     430200    345        101000
       9978631404 11/12/24 PD-10/13/24-11/12/244           848.23                              1000     420100    345        101000
       9978631404 11/12/24 PRKS-10/13/24-11/12/24           49.79                              1000     460400    345        101000
       9978631404 11/12/24 WTR-10/13/24-11/12/24           196.72                              5210     430500    345        101000
       9978631404 11/12/24 SWR-10/13/24-11/12/24            97.14                              5310     430600    345        101000
       9978631404 11/12/24 CRT-10/13/24-11/12/24            49.79                              1000     410360    345        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,576.40

 46659             84 WESTERN BUILDING CENTER                292.62
       4I1139085 11/15/24 WTR-(9) HEX SCREWS                21.51                              5210     430500    240        101000
       4I1138621 11/14/24 WTR-(2) SCREWS                     0.96                              5210     430500    240        101000
       4I1140433 11/15/24 WTR-COUPLING                       4.99                              5310     430600    240        101000
       4I1137961 11/14/24 SWR-CONNECT,SHUTOFF,BUSHING       45.74                              5310     430600    240        101000
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       4I1144726 11/19/24 FD-LUBRICANT                       5.49                              1000     420400    220        101000
       4I1140011 11/15/24 STR-CUT OUT TOOL,ROTOZIP         200.98                              2500     430200    212        101000
       4I1149147 11/21/24 SWR-TAPE,WIRE CONNECTORS          12.95                              5310     430600    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        292.62
                                       # of Claims    42      Total:  746,114.62      # of Vendors    40
                                           Total Electronic Claims      2,081.65
                                       Total Non-Electronic Claims     744032.97
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              Fund/Account                                 Amount
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 1000 GENERAL FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                                  25,800.66
 2310 TAX INCREMENT DISTRICT FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                                      35.76
 2500 SPECIAL STREET MAINTENANCE DISTRICT FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                                   4,919.53
 5210 WATER ENTERPRISE FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                                 103,326.82
 5310 SEWER ENTERPRISE FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                                 612,031.85

                                               Total:           746,114.62
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12:59:49                                           Claim Approval Signature Page                           Report ID: AP100A
                                                 For the Accounting Period: 11 / 24

Council Meeting Date:__________________

Claims Submitted to Council:$____________________

Claims Denied/Withheld by Council Finance Committee:$_______________ Claim #'s:_________________

Prepared By:  Jessica Rice, Finance Director

              ___________________________________________

Approved by Mark Shrives, Interim City Manager

              ____________________________________________

City Council to Approve by motion on consent agenda
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12/02/2024

746,114.62

Jessica Rice

Mark Shrives

The following six (6) claims are significant:

1. Clear Career Professionals LLC - $9,000.00. Hiring firm for City Manager position. (Fund 1000)
2. Gold Communication Services - $6,234.60. PD radio repairs. (Fund 1000)
3. Highgrade Construction - $65,053.65. HB355 progress payment for fire hydrants - 5 of 6 complete. (Fund 1000)
4. Montana Dept of Revenue - $5,840.13. WWTP sewer improvements - 1%. (Fund 5310)
5. Prospect Construction - $578,172.37. WWTP sewer improvements - payment 4. (Fund 5310)
6. US Bank - $60,075.00. Water and sewer debt payments. (Fund 5210 and 5310)

The remaining claims are routine in nature. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Jessica Rice
(406) 892-4327
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CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS 
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

HELD NOVEMBER 18, 2024 

 November 18, 2024 Page 1 

Mayor Barnhart called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL: Councilor King via Zoom, Councilor Lovering, Councilor Piper, Councilor Price, Councilor Robinson, 
Councilor Shepard and Mayor Barnhart. 

Also present: Interim City Manager Shrives, City Clerk Staaland, City Attorney Breck via Zoom and Police Chief 
Stephens. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Councilor Robinson motioned to approve the agenda, seconded by Councilor 
Lovering and the motion carried. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: Councilor Piper made motion to approve the consent agenda, noting all claims appeared 
to be in order, seconded by Councilor Price with council voting as follows. Ayes: Robinson, Shepard, King, 
Lovering, Piper, Price and Barnhart. 
Approval of Claims - November 18, 2024 - $442,491.03 
Approval of Payroll Claims - November 8, 2024 - $109,546.38 
Approval of Regular Council Meeting Minutes - November 4, 2024 
A PIF payment plan agreement made between Howard Range, of 300 1st Street W. and the City of Columbia 
Falls.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
Change Order #2 to the Wastewater Treatment Plant Project 
This Change Order adds an additional cost of $58,198.75 to the project. One of the requirements of SRF 
funding was that the project must follow the requirement of using American Iron and Steel. When the project 
was bid, the project did not have the American Iron and Steel requirement.  
 
Once it was decided to utilize SRF funding, the city requested costs from the contractor to add American Iron 
and Steel to the contract price. The contractor went back to their supplier and asked for revised costs to 
include American Iron and Steel to the project. Those are the new costs that are in Change Order #2 said 
Shrives. 
 
The contract increase to the project is $58,198.75. This will change the project costs from $4,280,000. to 
$4,338,198.75. 
 
Interim City Manager Shrives recommends approval of Task Order #2. 
 
Councilor Lovering motioned to approve Change Order #2 to the Wastewater Treatment Plant Project, 
seconded by Councilor Shepard with council voting as follows. Ayes: Shepard, Lovering, Piper, Price, Robinson 
and Barnhart. Nay: King 
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Selection of Executive Recruiting Firm for the City Manager Search 
A Request for Proposal (RFP) was issued by the city to fifteen executive search firms. Nine proposals were 
submitted to the city. The hiring committee was provided the proposals and after the members completed 
their review, two firms were chosen. The hiring committee asked City Manager Shrives to conduct reference 
checks and an interview with the two firms, Clear Career Professionals LLC and CPS HR Consulting. After 
completing the interviews and his analysis of each firm, City Manager Shrives provided the results to the hiring 
committee. After review by the hiring committee, their recommendation was to move forward and negotiate 
a contract with the firm Clear Career Professionals, LLC.  
 
Mayor Barnhart said he was on the hiring committee with Councilor Robinson and Councilor King and they 
reviewed all proposals and came up with the same conclusion as City Manager Shrives.  
 
Councilor Piper motioned to approve Clear Career Professionals, LLC as the recruiting firm for the City 
Manager search, seconded by Councilor Lovering with council voting as follows. Ayes: King, Lovering, Piper, 
Price, Robinson, Shepard and Barnhart.  
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
Ex-Officio - Local Government Review Study Commission 
This appointment is to fill the council Ex-Officio position on the Local Government Review Study Commission. 
John Piper said he would like to serve as the Ex-Officio on the Local Government Review Study Commission. 
 
Councilor Lovering made motion to appoint John Piper as the Ex-Officio - Local Government Review Study 
Commission, seconded by Councilor Price and the motion carried unanimously.  
 
Flathead County Solid Waste Board and Board of Health 
These appointments are to fill the Solid Waste term thru 12/31/25 and the Board of Health term from 
01/01/25 thru 12/31/27. 
Mayor Barnhart said he currently serves on both boards and is happy to renew his terms as he enjoys 
contributing to both Boards. 
 
Councilor Shepard motioned to appoint Mayor Barnhart to the Flathead County Solid Waste Board and Board 
of Health, seconded by Councilor Robinson and the motion carried unanimously.  
 
Acceptance of Saint Richards Subdivision Water Main Extension and release of letter of credit  
On June 29, 2023, a Subdivision Improvement Agreement (SIA) was entered into between the City of Columbia 
Falls and the Boys and Girls Club of Glacier Country Inc. All requirements that were to be met are outlined in 
the SIA. Additionally, a requirement of the SIA was a guarantee of funds in the sum of $239,342. That 
guarantee was provided in the form of an Irrevocable Letter of Credit provided by Freedom Bank. 
 
The work has been completed by the Boys and Girls Club of Glacier Country Inc. and the Public Works Director 
has provided a letter outlining that all requirements of the SIA have been met. With the acceptance of the 
infrastructure, the City Council will also need to approve the release of the Letter of Credit for return to 
Freedom Bank and the Interim City Manager will provide a letter notifying the bank of the release of the 
irrevocable Letter of Credit.  
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Councilor Lovering motioned to accept the Saint Richards Subdivision Water Main Extension, seconded by 
Councilor Robinson and the motion carried unanimously. 
Councilor Robinson made motion to release the Letter of Credit, seconded by Councilor Lovering with council 
voting as follows. Ayes: Lovering, Piper, Price, Robinson, Shepard, King and Barnhart. 
 
REPORTS / BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & COUNCIL   
Councilor Price inquired about the Parks Committee meeting. City Manager Shrives said the Parks Committee 
meeting has not been scheduled yet. Public Works Director Bates will schedule the meeting soon. The topic of 
the meeting will be funds that are available for playground equipment.  
 
Councilor Price asked if the Police Department will help with parking and signs during the Night of Lights 
Parade. Police Chief Stephens replied that is correct. He has been in contact with the Lions Club concerning 
pedestrians in the road way. We also have permission from BNSF to stage the parade on BNSF property.  
 
Mayor Barnhart asked if the city can ensure the Christmas tree lights are operable before the Night of Lights 
Parade. City Clerk Staaland said she has contacted JD Thinning and he will make sure the lights are on before 
the parade starts. 
 
Mayor Barnhart said years ago the Jaycees use to post flags of the 12 holidays throughout town. Mayor 
Barnhart said nobody posts the flags anymore. Mayor Barnhart would encourage a civic group to start the 
program up again. Councilor Price said she believes the Lions Club has the flags and she will bring it up at the 
next meeting.  
 
CITY MANAGER REPORT  
City Manager Shrives asked Kelly and Justin how the sound is through Zoom, they both replied they could hear 
fine. Staff is working on the sound system and has done some adjustments with the existing sound and will 
continue researching microphones for each station.  
 
City staff has looked into the 15 minute parking on Nucleus Ave. Staff has a call into the state and are waiting 
to hear back from them. There used to be a downtown business improvement district, which may be a route 
to go, along with putting business owners in charge of managing employee parking said Shrives.  
 
The stop sign on 3rd Ave. E. has been reviewed by staff and the small stop sign is for the bike lane only, it is 
not a street sign. The crosswalk will be addressed by the street department when weather permits. 
 
The new Finance Director Jessica Rice started today and we are looking forward to having her on board.  
 
Councilor Robinson said the City of Whitefish is looking into hiring a lobbyist. Robinson would like to know 
why they are hiring a lobbyist and why the City of Columbia Falls doesn’t.  Shrives said the city utilizes the 
League of Cities and Towns.  He will follow up with Dana in Whitefish as to why they feel the need to hire a 
lobbyist.  
 
Mayor suggested having the Legislative Committee set up a meeting with the Senator Dave Fern and 
Representative Lynn Bennett. City Manager Shrives said he will work on it.  
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MISCELLANEOUS  
Correspondence  
 
ADJOURN 
Councilor Lovering motioned to adjourn, seconded by Councilor Shepard and the meeting was adjourned at 
7:33 p.m. 
 
________________________________ 
Mayor 
 
________________________________ 
City Clerk  
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City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
Title: Swearing in of New Probationary Police Patrol Officer Austin Green 

 

Date: 12/02/2024 

 

Staff Contact: Chief Chad Stephens  

 

 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY: Introduction & Swearing in of New Probationary Police Patrol 

Officer, Austin Green. 

 

BACKGROUND: In October, 2024, the Columbia Falls Police Department conducted applicant 

testing for the position of Probationary Police Patrol Officer. Throughout the intensive testing 

and following background investigation, Austin Green stood out and was selected as our newest 

Police Patrol Officer. Austin is a Columbia Falls native, who attended school and played sports 

here. He went to college in Dillon MT at the University of Montana Western where he earned his 

degree. He was also a college athlete and coach while at UMW. Austin returned to Columbia 

Falls after college and began his teaching and coaching career. Austin has always thought of 

being a police officer, so when the opportunity presented itself to be able to serve in the 

community he grew up in he seized it. Austin and his wife Ellie call Columbia Falls home and 

exemplify what being part of a community really means. We are very happy Austin has decided 

to continue his life and career of service with the Columbia Falls Police Department.  

 

ANALYSIS: All testing and background are completed, reviewed and approved.  

 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS: Salary is accounted for.  

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Chief will introduce Austin Green and the City Clerk shall 

administer the oath of office. Badge pinning to follow. 

 

SUGGESTED MOTION: No motion is necessary. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: Oath of Office 
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