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ROOM A | 130 6TH STREET WEST PHONE (406) 892-4391 

 COLUMBIA FALLS, MT 59912 FAX (406) 892-4413 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
AGENDA 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2022 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS CITY HALL 

FINANCE COMMITTEE – 6:30 P.M 

(Barnhart, Piper, Robinson) 
 

Regular Meeting available virtually via ZOOM. Please contact City Clerk Barb Staaland at 
staalandb@cityofcolumbiafalls.com or by calling (406) 892-4391 before 6:00 PM on the day of the meeting 
to register for the ZOOM link. 

REGULAR MEETING – 7:00 P.M.   

CALL TO ORDER  

ROLL CALL 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

CONSENT AGENDA:  

1. Approval of Claims - December 19, 2022 - $112,125.04 

2. December 5, 2022 - PD Clothing Allowance - $1,826.10 

3. Approval of Payroll Claims - December 9, 2022 - $96,550.20 

4. Approval of December 5, 2022 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 

5. Approval of Developers' Improvement Agreement - Adam Gardner, 10 Diane  Rd, and authorize 
City Manager to sign 

6. Approve Audit Contract, Doyle & Associates, PC for the 22 FY Audit and Authorize City Manager 
to execute 

7. Approval of CUP Extension - Fowler, 1128 3rd Ave E - February 14, 2024 

VISITORS/PUBLIC COMMENT (Items not on agenda)  
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APPOINTMENTS: 

8. Probationary Firefighter/EMT - Brad Peterson, Ryan Smith, and Jade Thomas 
 
Probationary Police Officers - Jacob Dalimata and Micah Friesen 
 
Assistant Fire Chief - Ron Ross 
 
Reappointment - Planning  Board Members 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS/PUBLIC HEARINGS:  

9. Notice of Public Hearing - January 3, 2023: 

The City Council shall conduct a public hearing for the purpose of considering special fire 
department inspection fees, as related to short term vacation rental properties  

10. Notice of Public Hearings - January 3, 2023 - Planning Requests - Preliminary  Plat Tamarack 
Meadows and Conditional Use Permit Large Building: 

The Columbia Falls City-County Planning Board held public hearings for the following items at their 
regular meeting on Tuesday, December 13, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. at the Council Chambers of City Hall, 
130 6th Street West, Columbia Falls, Montana.  The Columbia Falls City Council will hold a 
subsequent hearing on January 3, 2023 starting at 7:00 p.m. in the same location. 

Request for a Subdivision in the Columbia Falls Planning Jurisdiction: 

Schellinger Construction is requesting a Major subdivision called Tamarack Meadows.   It 
consists of 103 lots and open space areas totaling 47 acres.  The subdivision will extend the 
private road network and connect to public sewer and water facilities.  Originally part of the 
Tamarack Heights development, these lots had preliminary plat approval back in 2006 but has 
since expired.  The proposed subdivision follows the same design as the original subdivision.  
The property is located along Gleneagles Trail and Turnberry Terrace.  The property is described 
as Tract 1 (The remainder of Tamarack Heights Phase 1) all in Section 6, Township 30 North, 
Range 20 West, P.M.M., Flathead County.  

Request for a Conditional Use Permit in the Columbia Falls Planning Jurisdiction: 

Littlefoot Properties LLC is requesting a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to develop a building 
greater than 10,000 square feet for a Dollar General Store.  The property is zone CB-2 which 
requires a CUP for building that exceed 10,000 square feet.  The CUP reviews compliance for 
the City’s Large Building Standards of the Columbia Falls Zoning Code. The property is located 
1800 9th Street West (Highway 2).  The property is described as Tract 1 of COS 21160 in Section 
18, Township 30 North, Range 20 West, P.M.M., Flathead County.  

11. Notice of Public Hearings - Planning Board January 10th and Special City Council January 30th: 

The Columbia Falls City-County Planning Board will hold a public hearing for the following items 
at their regular meeting on Tuesday, January 10, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. at the Cafetorium in the 
Columbia Falls Junior High School, 1805 Talbot Road, Columbia Falls, Montana. The Columbia 
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Falls City Council will hold a subsequent hearing at a special meeting on January 30, 2023 starting 
at 7:00 p.m. in the same location. 

Request for a Planned Unit Development (PUD) for the River Highlands Development:   
James Barnett, on behalf of River Highlands LLC, is requesting a Planned Unit Development in the 
Columbia Falls Zoning Jurisdiction called River Highlands.  The property is located at 264, 316, 
378, & 494 River Road in Columbia Falls and is described as Lots 1, 2, & 3 of Loeffler Ridge 
Subdivision and Assessor’s Tracts 7 B and 7BB (Tracts 1 and 3 of COS 14045) in Section 16, 
Township 20 North, Range 20 West, P.M.M., Flathead County.  The project consists of 83 
detached single family homes; 98 attached single family townhomes, 162 apartment units.  The 
total unit count is 343 units on 49.1 acres gross for a density of 6.9 units per acre.  The applicant 
is proposing 19.55 acres (40%) of the site as park and open space.  With the project, the 
applicant is proposing to move River Road further east on Highway 2 and, if supported by MDOT, 
the applicant would install a traffic signal at Highway 2 and River Road. The applicant is not 
requesting any deviations other than the clustering of density and the density bonus provided by 
the PUD regulations. 

Request for Preliminary Plat approval of the River Highlands Subdivision in the Columbia Falls 
Zoning Jurisdiction:   
James Barnett, on behalf of River Highlands LLC, is requesting preliminary plat approval for 
property located at 264, 316, 378, & 494 River Road in Columbia Falls further described as Lots 1, 
2, & 3 of Loeffler Ridge Subdivision and Assessor’s Tracts 7 B and 7BB (Tracts 1 and 3 of COS 
14045) in Section 16, Township 20 North, Range 20 West, P.M.M., Flathead County.  The 
applicant will subdivide the property to create 21 lots (17 residential and 4 open space lots). The 
subdivision will extend Municipal water and sewer services along with reconstructing River Road 
and incorporating a detached pedestrian path.  The new roads within the project will be public 
and privately maintained but all open to the public.  The proposed subdivision is part of a PUD 
application for River Highlands.  

NEW BUSINESS:   

12. Consideration of Support for the MLCT Legislative Resolutions 

ORDINANCES / RESOLUTIONS:  

13. Second and Final Reading - Ordinance #823 - Amending Chapter 3.20 Resort Tax to Add Late Fees 
and Penalties 

14. Resolution #1886 - A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Columbia Falls, Montana, 
Amending Funds and Budgetary Line-item Appropriations for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 
2023 to Account for the Addition of the Paid Firefighters 

REPORTS / BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & COUNCIL   

CITY MANAGER REPORT  

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT  

MISCELLANEOUS  
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ADJOURN 

Next Scheduled Meetings: 
City Council – Regular Meeting, Tuesday, January 3rd– 7:00 PM 
Planning Board – January 10, 2023 - CF JH Cafetorium - 6:30 PM 

City Council - Regular Meeting, Tuesday, January 17th - 7:00 PM 

City Council - Special Meeting, Monday, January 30th - 7:00 PM - CF JH Cafetorium 
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12/16/22                                               CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS                                   Page: 1 of 14
11:59:27                                                Claim Approval List                                Report ID: AP100V
                                                  For the Accounting Period: 12/22

    *  ... Over spent expenditure

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Claim/  Check           Vendor #/Name/               Document $/     Disc $                                                   Cash
                Invoice #/Inv Date/Description         Line $                          PO #    Fund Org Acct   Object  Proj  Account
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 43917           2115 ARMY NAVY KALISPELL                     67.47
       50106 11/29/22 FAC-FLAGS (CITY HALL)                 67.47                              1000     411200    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         67.47

 43903           2953 AXON ENTERPRISE, INC.                2,039.60
       INSUS11910 11/24/22 PD-BODY CAMS, TASER CARTRI    2,039.60                              1000     420100    212        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      2,039.60

 43897           1700 BRECK LAW OFFICE, PC                 9,862.83
       120222 12/02/22 LGL-FEES FOR JAN 2023             1,718.45                              1000     411100    350        101000
       120222 12/02/22 CITY COURT-FEES FOR JAN 2023      3,502.75                              1000     410365    350        101000
       120222 12/02/22 WTR-FEES FOR JAN 2023               564.68                              5210     430500    350        101000
       120222 12/02/22 SWR-FEES FOR JAN 2023               564.68                              5310     430600    350        101000
       120222 12/02/22 PLG/ZONING-FEES FOR JAN 2023        282.34                              1000     411000    350        101000
       120222 12/02/22 PD-FEES FOR JAN 2023                114.13*                             1000     420100    399        101000
       120222 12/02/22 WTR-FEES FOR JAN 2023                25.36                              5210     430500    357        101000
       120222 12/02/22 SWR-FEES FOR JAN 2023                38.04                              5310     430600    357        101000
       120222 12/02/22 STRS-FEES FOR JAN 2023               50.72                              2500     430200    399        101000
       120222 12/02/22 LGL-ADD'L FEES FOR JAN 2023         152.18                              1000     411100    350        101000
       7-15 12/07/22 LGL-M. CAHILL VS BOARD OF ADJU        922.50                              1000     411100    351        101000
       7-19 12/07/22 LGL-M.CAHILL CIVIL CLAIM            1,927.00                              1000     411100    351        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      9,862.83

 43924       E   2852 CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS                 267.94
       120122 12/01/22 PD-INTERNET 12/01/22-12/31/22       129.98                              1000     420100    345        101000
       120622 12/06/22 SWR-INTERNET 12/6/22-01/5/23        137.96                              5310     430600    345        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        267.94

 43945           1145 CITY OF WHITEFISH BUILDING           2,000.00
 NOVEMBER BUILDING PERMITS
       113022 11/30/22 MINIMUM PERMITS - FOR NOVEMBER    2,000.00                              2394     420500    398        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      2,000.00
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 43939           2559 CNA SURETY                             236.00
 EFFECTIVE 01/08/2023 TO 01/08/2027
       010823 01/08/23 RNWL-NOTARY BOND,NICOSIA             40.00                              1000     410500    390        101000
       010823 01/08/23 RNWL-ERRORS & OMISSIONS,NICOSI       78.00                              1000     410500    390        101000
       010823 01/08/23 RNWL-NOTARY BOND,STAALAND            40.00                              1000     410500    390        101000
       010823 01/08/23 RNWL-ERRORS & OMISSIONS,STAALA       78.00                              1000     410500    390        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        236.00

 43913            223 COLUMBIA FALLS AUTO CLINIC           1,556.83
       31726 11/30/22 SWR-06' COLORADO REPAIR              323.64                              5310     430600    361        101000
       31791 12/07/22 WTR-TRAILBLAZER TUNE UP              308.30                              5210     430500    361        101000
       31791 12/07/22 SWR-TRAILBLAZER TUNE UP              308.30                              5310     430600    361        101000
       31791 12/07/22 STRS-TRAILBLAZER TUNE UP             308.30                              2500     430200    361        101000
       31791 12/07/22 FIN-TRAILBLAZER TUNE UP              308.29                              1000     410500    390        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,556.83

 43926            927 CURRIER'S CERTIFIED WELDING,           850.00
 SNOW PLOW PARTS
       6946 12/06/22 STRS-CUTTING EDGE BOSS PLOWS          850.00                              2500     430200    232        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        850.00

 43918           3026 DAILY INTER LAKE                       195.36
       2812 11/27/22 PLG-TAMARACK & DOLLAR STORE           195.36                              1000     411000    331        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        195.36

 43901           2889 DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP                    401.50
       S102322768 11/22/22 PRKS-RIVERS EDGE B-ROOM RE       23.20                              1000     460400    240        101000
       S102324562 11/23/22 PRKS-RIVERS EDGE B-ROOM RE      378.30                              1000     460400    240        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        401.50

 43905           3155 ELIZABETH M HIRST                    2,676.55
       102 12/05/22 FIN-FY 22 AFR PREP                   2,676.55                              1000     410500    399        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      2,676.55
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 43911       E   1879 EVERGREEN WASTE CONNECTIONS            567.45
       120122 12/01/22 FAC-11/1/22-11/30/22                 81.00                              1000     411200    340        101000
       120122 12/01/22 STRS-11/1/22-11/30/22               201.00                              2500     430200    340        101000
       120122 12/01/22 WTR-11/1/22-11/30/22                122.50                              5210     430500    340        101000
       120122 12/01/22 SWR-11/1/22-11/30/22                 67.45                              5310     430600    340        101000
       120122 12/01/22 PRKS-11/1/22-11/30/22                95.50                              1000     460400    340        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        567.45

 43922            438 FERGUSON WATERWORKS                 10,169.37
       0837336-2 12/02/22 WTR-PAINT FOR UDIGS               17.37                              5210     430500    220        101000
       0816522-1 12/01/22 WATER-3/4 AND 1' METERS          528.00                              5210     430500    230        101000
       0839030-1 12/02/22 WTR-METER & RADIO STOCK        9,360.00                              5210     430500    230        101000
       0841313 12/01/22 WTR-10 DIANE RD METER              264.00                              5210     430500    230        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:     10,169.37

 43900       E   2961 FIRST BANKCARD-ELECTRONIC PYMT       1,654.44
       312-000145 10/27/22 STRS-SWITCH                      65.47                              2500     430200    240        101000
       27494868 10/28/22 BLDG-2022 PASSPORT REGISTRAT       44.03*                             2394     420500    390        101000
       9684206 10/26/22 PRKS-SOLAR MOTION LIGHTS            24.99*                             1000     460400    220        101000
       9684206 10/26/22 SWR-SECURITY LIGHT                  21.54                              5310     430600    220        101000
       9684206 10/26/22 WTR-SECURITY LIGHTS                 43.08                              5210     430500    220        101000
       9684206 10/26/22 SWR-BULBS FOR SECURITY LIGHTS       13.05                              5310     430600    220        101000
       9684206 10/26/22 WTR-BULBS FOR SECURITY LIGHTS       26.50                              5210     430500    220        101000
       8576202 10/27/22 PD-ANTI-FATIGUE MAT                 33.24                              1000     420100    220        101000
       8576202 10/27/22 CALEB ANTI-FATIGUE MAT              33.24                              1000     411200    220        101000
       8576202 10/27/22 SUSAN ANTI-FATIGUE MAT              33.24                              1000     411200    220        101000
       22136 10/31/22 PD-NITRILE GLOVES                    156.08                              1000     420100    220        101000
       1060-4192 10/31/22 WTR-C BECKER TRAINING             20.00                              5210     430500    380        101000
       103122 10/31/22 PD-BACKGROUND CREDIT CHECK           25.00*                             1000     420100    399        101000
       103122 10/31/22 PD-BACKGROUND CREDIT CHECK           25.00*                             1000     420100    399        101000
       9113850 10/31/22 PD-UNDER DESK MOUNT FOR COMPU      107.98                              1000     420100    212        101000
       000009612 11/02/22 SWR-INSTANT START BALLAST        399.80                              5310     430600    220        101000
       6437853 10/27/22 SWR-EXT CABLE, ZIP TIE, SEC C       58.21                              5310     430600    220        101000
       5690630 10/28/22 PD-ADHESIVE CABLE CLIPS              8.06                              1000     420100    220        101000
       5690630 10/28/22 PD-MONITOR                          99.99                              1000     410580    212        101000
       2201835 11/04/22 PRKS-B BALL HOOP LOCKS              98.00*                             1000     460400    220        101000
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       5119728679 11/10/22 FIN-B STAALAND NOTARY COUR       35.00                              1000     410500    380        101000
       0120550313 11/07/22 SWR-ADOBE PRO SUBSCRIPT          19.99                              5310     430600    355        101000
       624 10/17/22 ADMIN-MT SOCIETY OF CPA'S               74.00                              1000     410400    335        101000
       000071 11/21/22 PD-ICE CLEATS FOR NEW OFFICERS       80.95                              1000     420100    220        101000
       000071 11/21/22 WTR-ICE CLEATS FOR MARK              27.00                              5210     430500    220        101000
       000071 11/21/22 BLDG-ICE CLEATS FOR CALEB            27.00                              2394     420500    220        101000
       000071 11/21/22 STRS-ICE CLEATS FOR AUSTIN           54.00                              2500     430200    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,654.44

 43910            663 FLATHEAD COUNTY SOLID WASTE          2,461.64
 SLUDGE HAULING 11/1-11/30/22
       8724 11/30/22 SWR-SLUDGE HAUL 11/1-11/30/22       2,461.64                              5310     430600    395        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      2,461.64

 43907             24 FLATHEAD COUNTY TREASURER              388.00
       120122 12/01/22 CRT-TECH SUR 11/22                  193.00                              1000     212201               101000
       120122 12/01/22 CRT-LEA/CRIM CONV SURCRG 11/22      195.00                              1000     212201               101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        388.00

 43937             21 FLATHEAD ELECTRIC COOP INC          13,293.12
 10/25-11/24/22
       113022 11/30/22 FAC-10/25-11/24/22                  466.57                              1000     411200    341        101000
       113022 11/30/22 PD-10/25-11/24/22                    41.67                              1000     420100    341        101000
       113022 11/30/22 FD-10/25-11/24/22                   303.87                              1000     420400    341        101000
       113022 11/30/22 PARKS-10/25-11/24/22                350.65                              1000     460400    341        101000
       113022 11/30/22 POOL-10/25-11/24/22                  68.30                              1000     460445    341        101000
       113022 11/30/22 LIGHTING-10/25-11/24/22           2,566.03                              2400     430200    341        101000
       113022 11/30/22 STRS-10/25-11/24/22                 182.19                              2500     430200    341        101000
       113022 11/30/22 WTR-10/25-11/24/22                3,225.72                              5210     430500    341        101000
       113022 11/30/22 SWR-10/25-11/24/22                6,088.12                              5310     430600    341        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:     13,293.12

 43916           3075 FLATHEAD OIL                            46.95
       22-4598 11/29/22 STRS-5/1 PHILLIPS 66 DYNALIFE       46.95                              2500     430200    231        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         46.95
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 43929           3194 GARDNER, ADAM                        3,776.00
       120822 12/08/22 RMBRS SIDEWALK AT 10 DIANE RD     3,776.00                              1000     366000               102015
                                     Total for Vendor:      3,776.00

 43894           2948 GLACIER CLOTHING CO.                    33.50
       11425 11/29/22 SWR-EMBROIDERY- G JENKINS             33.50                              5310     430600    226        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         33.50

 43946           2806 HANSON'S HARDWARE                      387.59
       603605 11/02/22 WTR-PVC PIPING, BARB INSERT           8.28                              5210     430500    240        101000
       603605 11/02/22 WTR-RETURNED INSERT&BUSHING          -8.98                              5210     430500    240        101000
       603603 11/02/22 WTR-PVC PIPING,BUSHING,VALVE         38.94                              5210     430500    240        101000
       603772 11/16/22 STRS-MISC SCREWS                      8.56                              2500     430200    240        101000
       603922 12/01/22 PRKS-CORD FOR LIGHTS @ GL BK         21.99*                             1000     460400    220        101000
       603910 11/30/22 SWR-GATE VALVE                       11.99                              5310     430600    240        101000
       604001 12/08/22 STRS-OUTLETS & COVERS                61.42                              2500     430200    240        101000
       604001 12/08/22 STRS-SOAP,CLEAN WIPES, TOOL BX       64.74                              2500     430200    220        101000
       603822 11/21/22 STRS-OUTLET & SINGLE BREAKER         41.97                              2500     430200    240        101000
       604015 12/09/22 FAC-FAUCET COVER                      8.98                              1000     411200    240        101000
       603908 11/30/22 WTR-MAX HEAT TRIGGER TORCH           54.99                              5210     430500    240        101000
       603876 11/28/22 SWR-CONDUIT & MALE ADAPTER           25.47                              5310     430600    240        101000
       603882 11/28/22 SWR-1" HOUSING O RING                 9.49                              5310     430600    240        101000
       603882 11/28/22 SWR-WATER FILTER CARTRIDGES          37.96                              5310     430600    220        101000
       604004 12/08/22 SWR-CLARIFIER #2 REPAIR               1.79                              5310     430600    240        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        387.59

 43947           1119 HDR ENGINEERING, INC.                5,830.31
 WWTP AND SEWER IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT INVOICE #9
       1200483255 12/08/22 WWTP & SWR IMPROVEMENTS #9    5,830.31                              5310     430600    930        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      5,830.31

 43923           2909 HEARTLAND AG SYSTEMS                 1,784.70
       IQ06076 11/29/22 STRS-MAG PUMP                    1,784.70                              2500     430200    212        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,784.70
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 43909           1659 HIGH COUNTRY LINEN SUPPLY              286.78
       0528340 12/05/22 FAC-CITY HALL, POLC, CRT, FIN      251.69                              1000     411200    224        101000
       0528341 12/05/22 FAC-FIRE HALL                       35.09                              1000     411200    224        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        286.78

 43928           2791 IDEXX DISTRIBUTION, INC.               207.27
       3119114304 12/05/22 SWR-GAMMA IRRAD COLILERT 2      207.27                              5310     430600    222        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        207.27

 43944           2849 J2 BUSINESS PRODUCTS                   267.88
       1237830-0 12/06/22 FIN-SIGN HERE POST-IT             11.19                              1000     410500    210        101000
       1237829-0 12/07/22 FIN-SECURE PEN FRONT COUNTE        4.34                              1000     410500    210        101000
       1235591-1 12/01/22 PD-TONER                          62.99                              1000     420100    210        101000
       1236471-0 12/01/22 PD-BOX OF PENS                     6.39                              1000     420100    210        101000
       1235591-0 11/30/22 PD-TONER                         182.97                              1000     420100    210        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        267.88

 43927           1080 LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTER                 284.95
       502346 12/08/22 WTR-TRAILBLAZER TPMS REPAIR          71.24                              5210     430500    361        101000
       502346 12/08/22 SWR-TRAILBLAZER TPMS REPAIR          71.24                              5310     430600    361        101000
       502346 12/08/22 STRS-TRAILBLAZER TPMS REPAIR         71.24                              2500     430200    361        101000
       502346 12/08/22 FIN-TRAILBLAZER TPMS REPAIR          71.23                              1000     410500    390        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        284.95

 43943           2951 MONTANA DEPT. OF ADMINISTRATION      1,700.00
 FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2022
       121322 12/13/22 ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT FILING    1,700.00                              1000     410500    353        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,700.00

 43921             43 MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL LABORATORY     1,160.00
 STATEMENT ENDING 11/30/22
       2211926 11/04/22 WTR-COLIFORM                       135.00                              5210     430500    394        101000
       2211238 10/31/22 WTR-HERBICIDES, PESTICIDES         660.00                              5210     430500    394        101000
       2211609 11/01/22 SWR-NITRATE+NITR,TNK                65.00                              5310     430600    394        101000
       2211830 11/08/22 SWR-AMMONIA, TKN, NITRATE+NIT       90.00                              5310     430600    394        101000
       2212079 11/15/22 SWR-NITRATE+NITRITE, TKN            65.00                              5310     430600    394        101000
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       2212520 11/29/22 SWR-NITRATE+NITRITE TNK             65.00                              5310     430600    394        101000
       2212295 11/22/22 SWR-NITRATE+NITRITE, TKN            65.00                              5310     430600    394        101000
       2211831 11/09/22 SWR-DISOLVED ALUMINUM               15.00                              5310     430600    394        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,160.00

 43912           1652 MONTANA STATE FIRE CHIEFS               75.00
       00849 12/02/22 FD-MEMBER RENEWAL CHIEF WEEKS         75.00                              1000     420400    335        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         75.00

 43935           3094 MONTANA STATE VOLUNTEER FIRE            55.00
       120822 01/01/23 FD-CAL YR 2023 DUES CHIEF WEEK       55.00                              1000     420400    335        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         55.00

 43948            722 MORRISON-MAIERLE, INC.              14,652.35
 12TH AVE IMPROVEMENTS, 5TH AVE EN WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT, BUSINESS DISTRICT SIDE
  WALKS AND PARKING IMPROVEMENTS.

       000222349 12/12/22 12TH AVE W IMPROVEMENTS        2,096.34                              2959     470300    930        101000
       000222347 12/12/22 BIZ DISTRICT PARKNG & SIDEW    9,576.00                              2310     470300    931        101000
       000222348 12/12/22 5TH AVE EN WATER MAIN PROJE    2,219.50                              5210     430500    930        101000
       000222350 12/12/22 ON CALL SVC-MEADOW LK BLVD       159.75                              5210     430500    354        101000
       000222350 12/12/22 ON CALL SVC-MEADOW LK BLVD       159.76                              5310     430600    354        101000
       000222350 12/12/22 ON CALL SVC - RUIS HOTEL         147.00                              5310     430600    354        101000
       000222350 12/12/22 ON CALL-RIVER HIGHLANDS SUB      110.25                              5210     430500    354        101000
       000222350 12/12/22 ON CALL-RIVER HIGHLANDS SUB      110.25                              5310     430600    354        101000
       000222350 12/12/22 ON CALL-RUIS 4TH AVE/8TH S        36.75                              5210     430500    354        101000
       000222350 12/12/22 ON CALL-RUIS 4TH AVE/8TH S        36.75                              5310     430600    354        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:     14,652.35

 43942             52 NAPA AUTO PARTS                        510.99
       027827 11/28/22 STRS-DIESEL TREATMENT                36.72                              2500     430200    231        101000
       072834 11/29/22 SWR-KAT DIESEL ENGINE HEATER        146.30                              5310     430600    232        101000
       027950 11/29/22 SWR-CAMSHAFT SENSOR                  37.27                              5310     430600    232        101000
       027426 11/22/22 SWR-1999 CHEVY STARTER              377.12                              5310     430600    232        101000
       027557 11/22/22 SWR-CORE DEPOSIT RETURN             -86.42                              5310     430600    232        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        510.99
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 43915            520 NORCO, INC.                            316.36
       36446677 11/30/22 STRS-CYLNDR RENT NOV 2022          11.70                              2500     430200    220        101000
       70865228-0 11/21/22 STRS-RATCHET ASSEMBLY            28.40                              2500     430200    220        101000
       71012862-0 12/06/22 STRS-CUT OFF WHEELS             150.40                              2500     430200    220        101000
       71038346-0 12/09/22 STRS-NATE & AUSTIN SAFETY        41.95                              2500     430200    226        101000
       71038346-0 12/09/22 WTR-NATE & AUSTIN SAFETY C       41.95                              5210     430500    226        101000
       71038346-0 12/09/22 PRKS-NATE & AUSTIN SAFETY        41.96                              1000     460400    226        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        316.36

 43941           2002 NORTHWEST PARTS & EQUIPMENT &           25.24
       C317004 11/30/22 STRS-200PSI HOSE                    19.71                              2500     430200    240        101000
       C316981 11/30/22 SWR-90' ELBOW                        5.53                              5310     430600    240        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         25.24

 43908           1437 NORTHWESTERN ENERGY                  2,777.87
 NATURAL GAS SERVICE 12/15/22
       112822 11/28/22 FAC-10/24-11/23/22                  640.97                              1000     411200    344        101000
       112822 11/28/22 PD-10/24-11/23/22                   100.91                              1000     420100    344        101000
       112822 11/28/22 FD-10/24-11/23/22                   538.66                              1000     420400    344        101000
       112822 11/28/22 STRS-10/24-11/23/22                 395.11                              2500     430200    344        101000
       112822 11/28/22 WTR-10/24-11/23/22                  106.83                              5210     430500    344        101000
       112822 11/28/22 SWR-10/24-11/23/22                  937.09                              5310     430600    344        101000
       112822 11/28/22 POOL-10/24-11/23/22                  58.30                              1000     460445    344        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      2,777.87

 43930           2678 O'NEIL PRINTERS, INC                   298.00
 2 BOXES BUSINESS WINDOW ENVELOPES, 1 BOX NON WINDOWED
       1727 12/07/22 FIN-1500 ENVELOPES                     99.34                              1000     410500    210        101000
       1727 12/07/22 WTR-1500 ENVELOPES                     99.33                              5210     430500    210        101000
       1727 12/07/22 SWR-1500 ENVELOPES                     99.33                              5310     430600    210        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        298.00

 43940           2816 O'REILLY AUTO PARTS                     89.96
       414436 11/23/22 STRS-DIESEL EXHAUST FLUID            55.98                              2500     430200    231        101000
       415445 12/05/22 SWR-COLORADO GEAR OIL                33.98                              5310     430600    231        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         89.96
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 43933           2793 PAUL THE PLUMBER                       156.00
       4422 11/15/22 PRKS-RIVERS EDGE BATHROOM REPA        156.00                              1000     460400    366        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        156.00

 43904           1495 PLATT ELECTRIC SUPPLY                  226.59
       3L25502 11/15/22 STRS-GARAGE DOOR INSTALL PART      144.99                              2500     430200    240        101000
       3L25502 11/15/22 PRKS-BLACK CABLE TIES               81.60*                             1000     460400    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        226.59

 43919           1888 PLETCH ELECTRIC INC                  1,500.64
       5518 12/02/22 STRS-SAND SHED & GARAGE DOOR          344.25*                             2500     430200    366        101000
       5518 12/02/22 WTR-INSTALL FAKE CAMS & LIGHTS        314.76                              5210     430500    366        101000
       5518 12/02/22 SWR-INSTALL MOTION LIGHT              496.63                              5310     430600    366        101000
       5518 12/02/22 PRKS-TREE LIGHTING AT GLAC BK         220.00                              1000     460400    360        101000
       5518 12/02/22 RURAL FIRE-SMOKE HOUSE REPAIR         125.00                              1000     420400    366        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,500.64

 43899           1653 SUPER 1 FOODS                           41.83
       08-1711181 12/03/22 SWR-DISTILLED WATER              23.46                              5310     430600    222        101000
       04-2203043 12/13/22 CNCL-BREAKFAST MEETING 12/       18.37                              1000     410100    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         41.83

 43932           3068 SUPERIOR LAND & LAWN CARE LLC          250.00
       4 12/07/22 FD-NOV SNOW REMOVAL                      250.00                              1000     420400    399        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        250.00

 43893             74 THATCHER COMPANY OF MONTANA          7,332.77
       2022350101 12/07/22 SWR-ALUMINUM SULFATE          7,332.77                              5310     430600    221        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      7,332.77

 43931           1644 THE CHEMNET CONSORTIUM                  62.00
       115424 12/09/22 STRS - DRUG SCREEN                   62.00                              2500     430200    399        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         62.00
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 43938           2699 THE MAIL ROOM, INC                     865.46
       D112667 12/05/22 PD-MAIL SRVS 11/21-12/2/22          14.65                              1000     420100    310        101000
       D112667 12/05/22 FIN-MAIL SRVS 11/21-12/2/22        150.44                              1000     410500    310        101000
       D112667 12/05/22 WTR-MAIL SRVS 11/21-12/2/22        191.30                              5210     430500    310        101000
       D112667 12/05/22 SWR-MAIL SRVS 11/21-12/2/22        191.30                              5310     430600    310        101000
       D112667 12/05/22 CRT-MAIL SRVS 11/21-12/2/22        243.27                              1000     410360    310        101000
       D112667 12/05/22 PLN-MAIL SRVS 11/21-12/2/22         74.50                              1000     411000    310        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        865.46

 43902           1623 THE UPS STORE #4515                    192.58
 TRACKING #1ZWA36714263893634
       A009976 11/30/22 SWR-LAB PART REPAIR SHIPPING       192.58                              5310     430600    310        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        192.58

 43914           3183 TOTAL GARAGE SOLUTIONS               4,489.00
 STREET SHOP GARAGE DOOR
       42008 12/02/22 FAC-STREET SHOP GARAGE DOOR        4,489.00                              4000     430200    930        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      4,489.00

 43920           3016 TRANSUNION RISK AND ALTERNATIVE        164.00
       202211-1 12/01/22 PD-11/1/22-11/30/22               164.00                              1000     420100    335        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        164.00

 43934           3084 TW ENTERPRISES INC                   2,349.58
 WWTP BACK UP GEN SET SERVICE AND REPAIR.
       61431 12/08/22 SWR-PORTABLE GENERATOR MAINT       2,349.58                              5310     430600    360        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      2,349.58

 43896            246 URECO INC.                           4,393.31
       18416 12/06/22 STRS-DEICER 21.5 TONS              4,393.31                              2500     430200    221        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      4,393.31

 43925            523 USA BLUE BOOK                          164.00
       185267 11/22/22 SWR-HR TOTAL PHOSPHORUS REAGEN      164.00                              5310     430600    222        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        164.00
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 43895           3063 UTILITIES UNDERGROUND LOCATION          32.97
 MONTH OF SERVICE NOVEMBER
 21 UDIGS

       2115070 11/30/22 WTR-NOVEMBER 2022 UDIGS             10.99                              5210     430500    318        101000
       2115070 11/30/22 SWR-NOVEMBER 2022 UDIGS             10.99                              5310     430600    318        101000
       2115070 11/30/22 STRS-NOVEMBER 2022 UDIGS            10.99                              2500     430200    318        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         32.97

 43906           1134 VICTIM-WITNESS ADVOCATE PROGRAM        245.00
       120122 12/01/22 CRTS-NOVEMBER 2022                  245.00                              2917     410360    356        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        245.00

 43898             84 WESTERN BUILDING CENTER                176.98
       4710562 12/02/22 PRKS-RIVERS EDGE BATHRM REPAI       21.99                              1000     460400    212        101000
       4711203 12/09/22 PASSPORT SNOW BRUSH                 28.98                              1000     411200    220        101000
       4711154 12/09/22 STRS-TUBE CUTTER, SCREW PAN         29.98                              2500     430200    220        101000
       4710799 12/06/22 STRS-FASTNERS, GORILLA TAPE         10.51                              2500     430200    220        101000
       4710549 12/02/22 STRS-1-1/4 X 5 IRON NIPPLE          15.28                              2500     430200    240        101000
       4710293 11/30/22 STRS-FULL GLAND BALL VALVE          14.99                              2500     430200    240        101000
       4710924 12/07/22 SWR-CLARIFIER PARTS                 46.97                              5310     430600    220        101000
       4711028 12/08/22 SWR-ASSORTED FASTENERS               8.28                              5310     430600    240        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        176.98

 43936       E   2733 WEX Fleet Universal                  5,834.83
 STATEMENT ENDING 11/30/22
       85547388 11/30/22 PD-NOVEMBER FUEL                2,203.31                              1000     420100    231        101000
       84854865 11/30/22 FIRE-NOVEMBER FUEL                544.67                              1000     420400    231        101000
       84854865 11/30/22 WTR-NOVEMBER FUEL                 360.76                              5210     430500    231        101000
       84854865 11/30/22 SWR-NOVEMBER FUEL                 743.34                              5310     430600    231        101000
       84854865 11/30/22 STRS-NOVEMBER FUEL              1,982.75                              2500     430200    231        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      5,834.83

 43949           3021 WGM GROUP                              392.70
       67773 12/14/22 FEMA-RIVERS EDGE REPAIRS #2          392.70*                             2958     460400    354        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        392.70
                                       # of Claims    57      Total:  112,125.04      # of Vendors    53
                                           Total Electronic Claims      8,324.66
                                       Total Non-Electronic Claims     103800.38
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              Fund/Account                                 Amount
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
 1000 GENERAL FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                             $25,568.21
   102015 Cash-Restricted for Infrastructure                 $3,776.00
 2310 TAX INCREMENT DISTRICT FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                              $9,576.00
 2394 BUILDING CODE ENFORCEMENT FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                              $2,071.03
 2400 SPECIAL LIGHTING DISTRICT FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                              $2,566.03
 2500 SPECIAL STREET MAINTENANCE DISTRICT FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                             $11,540.28
 2917 CRIME VICTIMS ASSISTANCE FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                                $245.00
 2958 FEMA PUBLIC ASSISTANCE GRANT
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                                $392.70
 2959 EDA
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                              $2,096.34
 4000 CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND - Building
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                              $4,489.00
 5210 WATER ENTERPRISE FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                             $19,144.15
 5310 SEWER ENTERPRISE FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                             $30,660.30

                                               Total:      $112,125.04
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12/16/22                                               CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS                                   Page: 14 of 14
11:59:28                                           Claim Approval Signature Page                           Report ID: AP100A
                                                 For the Accounting Period: 12 / 22

Council Meeting Date:__________________

Claims Submitted to Council:$____________________

Claims Denied/Withheld by Council Finance Committee:$_______________ Claim #'s:_________________

Prepared By:  Shawn Bates, Finance Director

              ___________________________________________

Approved by Susan M. Nicosia, City Manager

              ____________________________________________

City Council to Approve by motion on consent agenda
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Dec 19, 2022

112,125.04

SB

SN

Mayor and Council -
Claims are routine in nature. Large claims include engineering for multiple projects, 50% of street shop door replacement, chemicals for WWTP. Please contact Finance Director Bates should you have any quesitons.
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CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS 
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

HELD DECEMBER 05, 2022 

 December 5, 2022 Page 1  

 
Mayor Barnhart called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Councilor Fisher, Councilor Hamilton, Councilor Lovering, Councilor Piper, Councilor Robinson, 
Councilor Shepard-via Zoom Meeting and Mayor Barnhart. 
Also present: City Manager Nicosia, City Clerk Staaland, City Attorney Breck, Fire Chief Weeks and Police Chief 
Peters. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Councilor Lovering made motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Councilor 
Fisher and the motion passed.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA: Councilor Piper motioned to approve the Consent Agenda noting all claims appeared to 
be in order, seconded by Councilor Robinson with Council voting as follows. Ayes: Fisher, Hamilton, Lovering, 
Piper, Robinson, Shepard and Barnhart. 
Approval of Claims - December 5, 2022 - $146,289.27 
Approval of November 25, 2022 Payroll - $141,582.34 
Approval of November 21, 2022 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 
Approval of Developers' Improvement Agreement - Ruis Holdings 540 Nucleus LLC and authorize City Manager 
to sign 
 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS/PUBLIC HEARINGS:  
 
Mayor Barnhart read the following - Notice of Public Hearings: 
The Columbia Falls City-County Planning Board will hold public hearings for the following items at their regular 
meeting on Tuesday, December 13, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. at the Council Chambers of City Hall, 130 6th Street 
West, Columbia Falls, Montana.  The Columbia Falls City Council will hold a subsequent hearing on January 3, 
2023 starting at 7:00 p.m. in the same location. 

 
Request for a Subdivision in the Columbia Falls Planning Jurisdiction: 
Schellinger Construction is requesting a Major subdivision called Tamarack Meadows.   It consists of 103 
lots and open space areas totaling 47 acres.  The subdivision will extend the private road network and 
connect to public sewer and water facilities.  Originally part of the Tamarack Heights development, these 
lots had preliminary plat approval back in 2006 but have since expired.  The proposed subdivision follows 
the same design as the original subdivision.  The property is located along Gleneagles Trail and Turnberry 
Terrace.  The property is described as Tract 1 (The remainder of Tamarack Heights Phase 1) all in Section 6, 
Township 30 North, Range 20 West, P.M.M., Flathead County.  
 
Request for a Conditional Use Permit in the Columbia Falls Planning Jurisdiction: 
Littlefoot Properties LLC is requesting a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to develop a building greater than 
10,000 square feet for a Dollar General Store.  The property is zone CB-2 which requires a CUP for building 
that exceed 10,000 square feet.  The CUP reviews compliance for the City’s Large Building Standards of the 
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 December 05, 2022 Page 2 

Columbia Falls Zoning Code. The property is located 1800 9th Street West (Highway 2).  The property is 
described as Tract 1 of COS 21160 in Section 18, Township 30 North, Range 20 West, P.M.M., Flathead 
County.  

 
NEW BUSINESS:   
Consideration of Fees for Special Fire Department Inspections - Short Term Vacation Rentals 
 
City Manager said the Fire Department is receiving multiple requests for vacation rental inspections that often 
result in having to return for re-inspection which is time consuming. After reviewing time requirements and 
fees charged by other municipalities, staff was considering charging a $75 fee for a vacation rental fire 
inspection and a $50 for re-inspection. Fire Chief Weeks said there is a Rental Property Inspection Checklist on 
the city website that the owner can view and use before their initial inspection, but he continues to return to 
properties for re-inspection due to noncompliance of the initial inspection. Weeks said he has to return to 
make sure the property is in compliance. Mayor Barnhart asked if staff knew the percentage of nightly rentals 
in the city compared to the rural area. Chief Weeks said he would estimate 90% are in the City. City Manager 
Nicosia said the city could invoice for both in city and rural inspections and re-inspections. Nicosia noted that if 
council wants to move forward with adding the fees, the city is required to give notice of a public hearing. 
Councilor Lovering asked if adding a fee has been beneficial for other cities. Fire Chief Weeks said he has not 
researched the effect of the fees in other cities. Councilor Piper said he would be in favor of an annual fire 
inspection fee, and is in favor of the Fire Department charging a fee for inspection; it is time consuming as well 
as a safety issue. Fisher asked if the fees imposed would cover our cost. Chief Weeks said it takes 
approximately an hour for an initial inspection. Mayor Barnhart asked if it would benefit the businesses to 
have an annual inspection. Weeks said he believes it is beneficial and will look into it further. Councilor 
Hamilton inquired on what happens if there is no inspection and there is an incident, Weeks said there is no 
liability to the city. 
 
Councilor Fisher motioned to call for a public hearing to impose an initial Fire Inspection fee of $75 and a re-
inspection fee of $50, seconded by Councilor Lovering and the motion carried. City Manager Nicosia said she 
will give notice for the January 3, 2023 council meeting. 
 
ORDINANCES / RESOLUTIONS:  
First Reading - Ordinance 823 - Amend Chapter 3.20 Resort Tax to Add Late Fees and Penalties 
City Attorney Breck recommended some changes to the ordinance in section A, B and C for clarity and civil 
penalties. 
Councilor Lovering motioned to approve the modifications made by City Attorney Breck in sections A-C, 
seconded by Councilor Fisher and the motion carried. 
 
Councilor Fisher motioned to approve the amended First Reading of Ordinance #823, seconded by Councilor 
Robinson. 
Councilor Fisher said he missed the November 21, 2022 meeting and was wondering what the discussion was 
as he was an advocate for a stronger penalty. Mayor Barnhart said he believed it was a fair amount and 
Councilor Piper said he believed it was due to being the kinder city. Lovering asked if it doesn’t work can we 
bring it back to be amended. Mayor Barnhart said yes, we can bring it back to amend penalties. 
The motion passed. 
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Resolution 1885 - Update to City's Personnel Policy Manual 
City Manager Nicosia said there were some needed changes made to the City Policy and Procedures manual, 
to include e-cigarettes in the smoking section, and an update the City’s personnel policy to accommodate 
provisions related specifically to the paid Firefighter EMT positions. As previously reviewed by the Public 
Safety Committee and City Council, the Firefighter EMT positions will be paid overtime after 90 hours of 
regular pay. Nicosia noted that the FLSA allows for 106 hours for firefighters and the City’s Police Department 
contract reads anything over 84 regular hours is considered overtime. The 90 hours of regular pay in the Fire 
Department will allow them to respond to other calls and participate in weekly training on Wednesday 
evenings. Nicosia said there is also an added uniform allowance of $1,000 per year.  Also included for the 
Firefighters is call outs when they are called back to work except when it extends their regular work day. 
Mayor Barnhart inquired about call out hours. Nicosia said if they are called back to work and it is not 
extending their regular work day they will receive a minimum of 3 hours at the overtime rate, consistent with 
other city employees.  
 
Councilor Hamilton motioned to adopt Resolution #1885, seconded by Councilor Lovering with council voting 
as follows. Ayes: Hamilton, Lovering, Piper, Robinson, Shepard, Fisher and Barnhart.  
 
REPORTS / BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & COUNCIL   
Councilor Fisher asked the City Manager about scheduling a meeting our representatives in Helena before the 
session starts. Nicosia said she will reach out to them to see if they can make a meeting next week.  
Mayor Barnhart said the Night of Lights Parade was great this year.  
Councilor Shepard said City Manager Nicosia sent a reminder out about the Governor’s task force on housing, 
you need send comments out by Wednesday night. There are lots of items out there for small cities, if this 
passes in total with the Legislation coming up.  
 
CITY MANAGER REPORT  
Nicosia said she listened to the webinar on the Governor’s Housing Task Force and the committees moved 
through their recommendations. It will be a good topic to bring up with our legislative representatives. There 
was a good article on addressing the housing shortage.  
Nicosia said she had added draft agendas a week in advance for Council and Planning and Zoning Board 
meetings. There is a workshop with City Planner Eric Mulcahy, City Attorney Breck and Kelly Lynch Director of 
Montana League of Cities and Towns next Monday at 6:30 in the council chambers for all Board of 
Adjustment, Planning Board Members and Council. It is a review of how the pieces of Planning and Zoning 
work together as well as the statutory requirements. 
  
MISC. REPORT  
Fire Chief Weeks said the City is still waiting for the SAFER grant award notice; all candidates have passed all 
testing and are ready to move forward.  
 
ADJOURN 
Councilor Lovering motioned to adjourn, seconded by Councilor Piper and the meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
________________________________ 
Mayor 
 
________________________________ 
City Clerk  
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Doyle & Associates, P.C. 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

 
103 Tyler Way, Suite 2♦P.O. Box 446 

Lolo, MT  59847-0446 
Phone:  (406) 273-0700♦Fax:  (406) 273-4300 

www.doyleandassoc.com 
 
 
 
December 14, 2022 
 
Mayor and City Council 
City of Columbia Falls 
130 6th Street West, Room A 
Columbia Falls, MT 59912 
  

We are pleased to confirm our understanding of the nature and limitations of the services we are to 
provide for the City of Columbia Falls. 

We will perform a limited scope engagement that focuses on compliance with the Building Code 
Enforcement Program for the year ended June 30, 2022.  Specific procedures to be performed are 
enumerated below: 
 

1. Determine that the City’s accounting records fully document the collection and expenditure 
of all fees and charges related to the Building Code Enforcement Program during the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 2022. 

 
2. Verify that the information included in the “Fiscal Report” submitted to the State Building 

Codes Bureau corresponds with the City’s accounting records. 
 
3. From selected building permit applications, compare permit fees charged with the permit fee 

schedule established by the City and approved by the State Building Codes Bureau to verify 
that the fees were the same. 

 
4. From selected building permit applications, verify that the total building permit fee paid 

agrees to the amount credited to the Building Code Enforcement Program and that no portion 
of the fee was diverted to other government functions. 

 
5. Perform an examination of selected expenditures and other charges made from Building 

Code Enforcement Program-related fees to determine that all were necessary and reasonable 
costs directly and specifically identifiable to the enforcement of building codes. 

 
6. Perform an examination of selected expenditures from the Building Code Enforcement 

Program to determine that no portion of permit fees collected were used to support fire 
departments, planning, zoning, or other activities, except to the extent that employees of 
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those programs provided direct plan review, inspection or other building code enforcement 
services for the Building Code Enforcement Program. 

 
7. Verify that any indirect costs allocated to the Building Code Enforcement Program were 

allocated on the same basis as for other proprietary funds of the City; and that any indirect 
costs waived from any other proprietary fund of the City were also waived for the Building 
Code Enforcement Program. 

 
8. Verify that any indirect costs charged to the Building Code Enforcement Program were 

limited to those costs allowed under OMB Uniform Guidance (OMB Circular A-87). 
 
9. Verify that any transfers out of the Building Code Enforcement Program Fund are in 

accordance with allowable expenditures as to purpose and use. 
 
10. Verify that 0.5% of revenues from plan reviews and building permits collected during the 

year were remitted to the State Department of Labor and Industry for the building codes 
education program. 

 
11. Determine whether the reserve account exceeded the amount needed to support the building 

code enforcement program for 12 months, and if so, verify that the City has taken steps to 
reduce permit fees. 

This engagement is solely to assist Montana State Department of Labor and Industry in performing a 
financial review of the City for the year ended June 30, 2022. Our engagement to apply agreed-upon 
procedures will be conducted in accordance with attestation standards established by the American 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The sufficiency of the procedures is solely the responsibility of 
those parties specified in the report. Consequently, we make no representation regarding the sufficiency 
of the procedures described above either for the purpose for which this report has been requested or for 
any other purpose. If, for any reason, we are unable to complete the procedures, we will describe any 
restrictions on the performance of the procedures in our report, or will not issue a report as a result of 
this engagement.  

Because the agreed-upon procedures listed above do not constitute an examination, we will express and 
opinion only on the procedures enumerated above and we will not express an opinion on the financial 
statements taken as whole. In addition, we have no obligation to perform any procedures beyond those 
listed in the attached schedule.  

We will submit a report listing the procedures performed and our findings. This report is intended solely 
for the use of the City of Columbia Falls and the Montana State Department of Labor and Industry, and 
should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. Our report will contain a paragraph 
indicating that had we performed additional procedures, other matters might have come to our attention 
that would have been reported to you.  
You are responsible for the presentation of the criteria, for selection of the criteria, and for determining 
that such criteria are appropriate for your purposes. You are also responsible for making all management 
decisions and performing all management functions; for designating an individual with suitable skill, 
knowledge, and/or experience to oversee the compliance testing we provide; and for evaluating the 
adequacy and results of those services and accepting responsibility for them.  

We plan to begin our procedures in January 2022 and, unless unforeseeable problems are encountered, 
the engagement should be completed no later than June 30, 2023. At the conclusion of our engagement, 
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we will require a representation letter from management that, among other things, will confirm 
management’s responsibility for the procedures preformed. 
Our fees are included with the financial and compliance audit fee for fiscal year 2022 (see separate 
engagement letter) which includes travel and other out-of-pocket costs such as report production, word 
processing, postage, etc. The fee estimate is based on anticipated cooperation from your personnel and 
the assumption that unexpected circumstances will not be encountered during the engagement.  If 
significant additional time is necessary, we will discuss it with you and arrive at a new fee estimate 
before we incur the additional costs. Our invoices for these fees will be rendered each month as work 
progresses and are payable on presentation.  In accordance with our firm policies, work may be 
suspended if your account becomes 30 or more days overdue and will not be resumed until your account 
is paid in full.  If we elect to terminate our services for nonpayment, our engagement will be deemed to 
have been completed upon written notification of termination even if we have not completed our report. 
You will be obligated to compensate us for all time expended and to reimburse us for all out-or-pocket 
expenditures through the date of termination. 
We appreciate the opportunity to assist you and believe this letter accurately summarizes the significant 
terms of our engagement. If you have any questions, please let us know. If you agree with the terms of 
our engagement as described in this letter, please sign the enclosed copy and return it to us. If the need 
for additional services arises, our agreement with you will need to be revised. It is customary for us to 
enumerate these revisions in an addendum to this letter.  If additional specified parties of the report are 
added, we will require that they acknowledge in writing their responsibility for the sufficiency of 
procedures.  
Very truly yours, 

 
Doyle & Associates, P.C. 

 
 RESPONSE: 

This letter correctly sets forth the understanding of the City of Columbia Falls. 
By: _______________________________________ 

 
Title: _____________________________________ 

 
Date: _____________________________________ 
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Doyle & Associates, P.C. 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

 
103 Tyler Way, Suite 2♦P.O. Box 446 

Lolo, MT  59847-0446 
Phone:  (406) 273-0700♦Fax:  (406) 273-4300 

www.doyleandassoc.com 
 
December 14, 2022 

To the City Council and Management 
City of Columbia Falls 
130 6th St. W #A 
Columbia Falls, MT 59912-3609 

We are pleased to confirm our understanding of the services we are to provide the City of 
Columbia Falls, Flathead County, Montana (“City”) for the year ended June 30, 2022.  

Audit Scope and Objectives 
We will audit the financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-type activities, 
the aggregate discretely presented component unit, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining 
fund information, and the disclosures, which collectively comprise the basic financial statements 
of the City as of and for the year ended June 30, 2022. Accounting standards generally accepted 
in the United States of America provide for certain required supplementary information (RSI), 
such as management’s discussion and analysis (MD&A), to supplement the City’s basic financial 
statements. Such information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by 
the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of 
financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, 
economic, or historical context. As part of our engagement, we will apply certain limited 
procedures to the City’s RSI in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America (GAAS). These limited procedures will consist of inquiries of 
management regarding the methods of preparing the information and comparing the information 
for consistency with management’s responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and 
other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements. We will not 
express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because the limited procedures 
do not provide us with sufficient appropriate evidence to express an opinion or provide any 
assurance. The following RSI is required by GAAP and will be subjected to certain limited 
procedures, but will not be audited:  
1) Management’s Discussion and Analysis. 

2) Schedule of Changes in Total OPEB Liability and Related Ratios 
3) Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances – Budget and Actual 

General Fund and Major Funds. 
4) Schedules of City’s Proportionate Share of Net Pension Liability 

5) Schedules of City’s Pension Plan Contributions 

 

- 46 -

Item No.6.



Subject: City of Columbia Falls Audit Engagement Letter   Doyle & Associates, P.C. 
Dated: December 14, 2022 
 
The objectives of our audit are to obtain reasonable assurance as to whether the financial 
statements as a whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error; issue 
an auditor’s report that includes our opinion about whether your financial statements are fairly 
presented, in all material respects, in conformity with GAAP; and report on the fairness of the 
supplementary information referred to in the second paragraph when considered in relation to the 
financial statements as a whole. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not 
absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with 
GAAS and Government Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it 
exists. Misstatements, including omissions, can arise from fraud or error and are considered 
material if there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, they would 
influence the judgment of a reasonable user made based on the financial statements. 

The objectives also include reporting on internal control over financial reporting and compliance 
with provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and award agreements, noncompliance with 
which could have a material effect on the financial statements in accordance with Government 
Auditing Standards. 

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements  
We will conduct our audit in accordance with GAAS and the standards for financial audits 
contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United 
States, and will include tests of your accounting records of the City and other procedures we 
consider necessary to enable us to express such opinions. As part of an audit in accordance with 
GAAS and Government Auditing Standards, we exercise professional judgment and maintain 
professional skepticism throughout the audit. 
We will evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of 
significant accounting estimates made by management. We will also evaluate the overall 
presentation of the financial statements, including the disclosures, and determine whether the 
financial statements represent the underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves 
fair presentation. We will plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about 
whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement, whether from (1) errors, (2) 
fraudulent financial reporting, (3) misappropriation of assets, or (4) violations of laws or 
governmental regulations that are attributable to the government or to acts by management or 
employees acting on behalf of the government. Because the determination of waste and abuse is 
subjective, Government Auditing Standards do not expect auditors to perform specific 
procedures to detect waste or abuse in financial audits nor do they expect auditors to provide 
reasonable assurance of detecting waste or abuse. 
Because of the inherent limitations of an audit, combined with the inherent limitations of internal 
control, and because we will not perform a detailed examination of all transactions, there is an 
unavoidable risk that some material misstatements may not be detected by us, even though the 
audit is properly planned and performed in accordance with GAAS and Government Auditing 
Standards. In addition, an audit is not designed to detect immaterial misstatements or violations 
of laws or governmental regulations that do not have a direct and material effect on the financial 
statements. However, we will inform the appropriate level of management of any material errors, 
fraudulent financial reporting, or misappropriation of assets that comes to our attention. We will 
also inform the appropriate level of management of any violations of laws or governmental 
regulations that come to our attention, unless clearly inconsequential. Our responsibility as 
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auditors is limited to the period covered by our audit and does not extend to any later periods for 
which we are not engaged as auditors.  
We will also conclude, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether there are conditions or 
events, considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the government’s ability to 
continue as a going concern for a reasonable period of time. 

Our procedures will include tests of documentary evidence supporting the transactions recorded 
in the accounts, tests of the physical existence of inventories, and direct confirmation of 
receivables and certain assets and liabilities by correspondence with selected customers, creditors, 
and financial institutions. We will also request written representations from your attorneys as 
part of the engagement.  
We may, from time to time and depending on the circumstances, use third-party service 
providers in serving your account. We may share confidential information about you with these 
service providers but remain committed to maintaining the confidentiality and security of your 
information. Accordingly, we maintain internal policies, procedures, and safeguards to protect 
the confidentiality of your personal information. In addition, we will secure confidentiality 
agreements with all service providers to maintain the confidentiality of your information and we 
will take reasonable precautions to determine that they have appropriate procedures in place to 
prevent the unauthorized release of your confidential information to others. In the event that we 
are unable to secure an appropriate confidentiality agreement, you will be asked to provide your 
consent prior to the sharing of your confidential information with the third-party service provider. 
Furthermore, we will remain responsible for the work provided by any such third-party service 
providers.  
Our audit of financial statements does not relieve you of your responsibilities.  

Audit Procedures—Internal Control  
We will obtain an understanding of the government and its environment, including internal 
control relevant to the audit, sufficient to identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of 
the financial statements, whether due to error or fraud, and to design and perform audit 
procedures responsive to those risks and obtain evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to 
provide a basis for our opinions. Tests of controls may be performed to test the effectiveness of 
certain controls that we consider relevant to preventing and detecting errors and fraud that are 
material to the financial statements and to preventing and detecting misstatements resulting from 
illegal acts and other noncompliance matters that have a direct and material effect on the 
financial statements. Our tests, if performed, will be less in scope than would be necessary to 
render an opinion on internal control and, accordingly, no opinion will be expressed in our report 
on internal control issued pursuant to Government Auditing Standards. The risk of not detecting 
a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud 
may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentation, or the override of 
internal control. An audit is not designed to provide assurance on internal control or to identify 
significant deficiencies or material weaknesses. Accordingly, we will express no such opinion. 
However, during the audit, we will communicate to management and those charged with 
governance internal control related matters that are required to be communicated under AICPA 
professional standards and Government Auditing Standards.  
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Audit Procedures—Compliance  
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of 
material misstatement, we will perform tests of City’s compliance with the provisions of 
applicable laws, regulations, contracts, agreements, and grants. However, the objective of our 
audit will not be to provide an opinion on overall compliance and we will not express such an 
opinion in our report on compliance issued pursuant to Government Auditing Standards. 

Other Services  
We will also assist in preparing the financial statements and related notes of the City in 
conformity with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles based on information provided by 
you. These nonaudit services do not constitute an audit under Government Auditing Standards 
and such services will not be conducted in accordance with Government Auditing Standards. We 
will perform the services in accordance with applicable professional standards. The other 
services are limited to the financial statement services previously defined. We, in our sole 
professional judgment, reserve the right to refuse to perform any procedure or take any action 
that could be construed as assuming management responsibilities. 

You agree to assume all management responsibilities relating to the financial statements and 
related notes and any other nonaudit services we provide. You will be required to acknowledge 
in the management representation letter our assistance with preparation of the financial 
statements and related notes and that you have reviewed and approved the financial statements 
and related notes prior to their issuance and have accepted responsibility for them. Further, you 
agree to oversee the nonaudit services by designating an individual, preferably from senior 
management, with suitable skill, knowledge, or experience; evaluate the adequacy and results of 
those services; and accept responsibility for them. 

Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements 
Our audit will be conducted on the basis that you acknowledge and understand your 
responsibility for designing, implementing, establishing, and maintaining effective internal 
controls relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and for evaluating and monitoring ongoing 
activities to help ensure that appropriate goals and objectives are met; following laws and 
regulations; and ensuring that management and financial information is reliable and properly 
reported. Management is also responsible for implementing systems designed to achieve 
compliance with applicable laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements. You are also 
responsible for the selection and application of accounting principles, for the preparation and fair 
presentation of the financial statements and all accompanying information in conformity with 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America, and for compliance 
with applicable laws and regulations and the provisions of contracts and grant agreements 
Management is responsible for making drafts of financial statements, all financial records, and 
related information available to us and for the accuracy and completeness of that information 
(including information from outside of the general and subsidiary ledgers). You are also 
responsible for providing us with (1) access to all information of which you are aware that is 
relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements, such as records, 
documentation, identification of all related parties and all related-party relationships and 
transactions, and other matters; (2) additional information that we may request for the purpose of 
the audit; and (3) unrestricted access to persons within the government from whom we determine 
it necessary to obtain audit evidence. At the conclusion of our audit, we will require certain 
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written representations from you about your responsibilities for the financial statements; 
compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements; and other responsibilities 
required by GAAS and Government Auditing Standards. 

Your responsibilities include adjusting the financial statements to correct material misstatements 
and for confirming to us in the written representation letter that the effects of any uncorrected 
misstatements aggregated by us during the current engagement and pertaining to the latest period 
presented are immaterial, both individually and in the aggregate, to the financial statements of 
each opinion unit taken as a whole. 
You are responsible for the design and implementation of programs and controls to prevent and 
detect fraud, and for informing us about all known or suspected fraud affecting the government 
involving (1) management, (2) employees who have significant roles in internal control, and (3) 
others where the fraud could have a material effect on the financial statements. Your 
responsibilities include informing us of your knowledge of any allegations of fraud or suspected 
fraud affecting the government received in communications from employees, former employees, 
grantors, regulators, or others. In addition, you are responsible for identifying and ensuring that 
the government complies with applicable laws, regulations, contracts, agreements, and grants 
and for taking timely and appropriate steps to remedy fraud and noncompliance with provisions 
of laws, regulations, or contracts or grant agreements that we report.  
You are responsible for the preparation of the supplementary information, which we have been 
engaged to report on, in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United 
States of America (GAAP). You agree to include our report on the supplementary information in 
any document that contains, and indicates that we have reported on, the supplementary 
information. You also agree to include the audited financial statements with any presentation of 
the supplementary information that includes our report thereon. Your responsibilities include 
acknowledging to us in the written representation letter that (1) you are responsible for 
presentation of the supplementary information in accordance with GAAP; (2) you believe the 
supplementary information, including its form and content, is fairly presented in accordance with 
GAAP; (3) the methods of measurement or presentation have not changed from those used in the 
prior period (or, if they have changed, the reasons for such changes); and (4) you have disclosed 
to us any significant assumptions or interpretations underlying the measurement or presentation 
of the supplementary information.  

Management is responsible for establishing and maintaining a process for tracking the status of 
audit findings and recommendations. Management is also responsible for identifying and 
providing report copies of previous financial audits, attestation engagements, performance audits 
or other studies related to the objectives discussed in the Audit Scope and Objectives section of 
this letter. This responsibility includes relaying to us corrective actions taken to address 
significant findings and recommendations resulting from those audits, attestation engagements, 
performance audits, or other studies. You are also responsible for providing management’s views 
on our current findings, conclusions, and recommendations, as well as your planned corrective 
actions, for the report, and for the timing and format for providing that information. 

Engagement Administration, Fees, and Other 
We understand that your employees will prepare all cash, accounts receivable, or other 
confirmations we request and will locate any documents selected by us for testing.  

We will provide copies of our reports to the City; however, management is responsible for 
distribution of the reports and the financial statements. Unless restricted by law or regulation, or 
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containing privileged and confidential information, copies of our reports are to be made available 
for public inspection. 
The audit documentation for this engagement is the property of Doyle & Associates, P.C. and 
constitutes confidential information. However, subject to applicable laws and regulations, audit 
documentation and appropriate individuals will be made available upon request and in a timely 
manner to the Montana Department of Administration, Local Government Services Bureau or its 
designee, a federal agency providing direct or indirect funding, or the U.S. Government 
Accountability Office for the purposes of a quality review of the audit, to resolve audit findings, 
or to carry out oversight responsibilities. We will notify you of any such request. If requested, 
access to such audit documentation will be provided under the supervision of Doyle & 
Associates, P.C.’s personnel. Furthermore, upon request, we may provide copies of selected 
audit documentation to the aforementioned parties. These parties may intend or decide to 
distribute the copies or information contained therein to others, including other governmental 
agencies.  
The audit documentation for this engagement will be retained for a minimum of five years after 
the report release date or for any additional period requested by the Montana Department of 
Administration, Local Government Services Bureau. If we are aware that a federal awarding 
agency or auditee is contesting an audit finding, we will contact the party(ies) contesting the 
audit finding for guidance prior to destroying the audit documentation. 

Tana Doyle is the engagement partner and is responsible for supervising the engagement and 
signing the reports. We expect to begin our audit during January 2022 and to issue our reports no 
later than June 30, 2023.  
Our fee for services will be at our standard hourly rates plus out-of-pocket costs (such as report 
reproduction, word processing, postage, travel, copies, telephone, etc.) except that we agree that 
our gross fee, including expenses, will not exceed $11,800. Our standard hourly rates vary 
according to the degree of responsibility involved and the experience level of the personnel 
assigned to your audit. Our invoices for these fees will be rendered each month as work 
progresses and are payable on presentation. In accordance with our firm policies, work may be 
suspended if your account becomes 30 days or more overdue and may not be resumed until your 
account is paid in full. If we elect to terminate our services for nonpayment, our engagement will 
be deemed to have been completed upon written notification of termination, even if we have not 
completed our report. You will be obligated to compensate us for all time expended and to 
reimburse us for all out-of-pocket costs through the date of termination. The above fee is based 
on anticipated cooperation from your personnel and the assumption that unexpected 
circumstances will not be encountered during the audit.  If significant additional time is 
necessary, we will discuss it with you and arrive at a new fee estimate before we incur the 
additional costs. 

Reporting 
We will issue a written report upon completion of our audit of the City’s financial statements. 
Our report will be addressed to the Mayor, City Council and Management of the City of 
Columbia Falls, Flathead County, Montana. Circumstances may arise in which our report may 
differ from its expected form and content based on the results of our audit. Depending on the 
nature of these circumstances, it may be necessary for us to modify our opinions, add a separate 
section, or add an emphasis-of-matter or other-matter paragraph to our auditor’s report, or if 
necessary, withdraw from this engagement. If our opinions are other than unmodified, we will 
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discuss the reasons with you in advance. If, for any reason, we are unable to complete the audit 
or are unable to form or have not formed opinions, we may decline to express opinions or  issue 
reports, or we may withdraw from this engagement.  

We will also provide a report (that does not include an opinion) on internal control related to the 
financial statements and compliance with the provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant 
agreements, noncompliance with which could have a material effect on the financial statements 
as required by Government Auditing Standards. The report on internal control and on compliance 
and other matters will state (1) that the purpose of the report is solely to describe the scope of 
testing of internal control and compliance, and the results of that testing, and not to provide an 
opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control on compliance, and (2) that the report 
is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in 
considering the entity’s internal control and compliance. The report will also state that the report 
is not suitable for any other purpose. If during our audit we become aware that the City is subject 
to an audit requirement that is not encompassed in the terms of this engagement, we will 
communicate to management and those charged with governance that an audit in accordance 
with U.S. generally accepted auditing standards and the standards for financial audits contained 
in Government Auditing Standards may not satisfy the relevant legal, regulatory, or contractual 
requirements. 
We appreciate the opportunity to be of service to the City of Columbia Falls and believe this 
letter accurately summarizes the significant terms of our engagement. If you have any questions, 
please let us know. If you agree with the terms of our engagement as described in this letter, 
please sign the attached copy and return it to us.  
Very truly yours, 
 

 
Doyle & Associates, P.C. 

RESPONSE: 
This letter correctly sets forth the understanding of the City of Columbia Fall.  

Management signature:    
Title:    
Date:    
 

Governance signature:    
Title:    
Date:    
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December 16, 2022 
 
 
To:  Mayor and Council 
 
From:  City Manager Nicosia 
 
RE:  One Year Extension – Conditional Use Permit – Fowler 
 
 
Pursuant to City Zoning Code 18.336 and 18.444, Larry Fowler Enterprises was issued a Conditional Use 
Permit. That permit is scheduled to expire on February 14, 2023. Mr. Fowler has requested a one year 
extension of the permit due to unforeseen health issues. City Council may authorize the one year 
extension pursuant to 18.444.030. City staff recommends approval of the one year extension. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Council Approval Requested: One year extension – Conditional Use  Permit – Expiration February 14, 
2024 
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Columbia Falls Fire Department                                                                                        130 6th Street West, Room A 

Karl Weeks, Fire Chief/Marshal                                                               Columbia Falls, Mt., 59912 
                                                                                                                                                       (406) 892-3911 Office   

                                                  
                                                                                                                                         
 

1 

December 15, 2022 

 
City Manager Susan Nicosia, Mayor Don Barnhart 

Columbia Falls City Council 

130 6th Street West, Room A 

Columbia Falls, MT. 59912 

 

 

 

Dear Manager Nicosia, Mayor Barnhart and Council Members, 

 

With the long awaited hiring of the first career firefighters in Columbia 

Falls, I will have to make some changes in the leadership staff within the 

Department.  Brad Peterson has served as the Assistant Chief since September of 

2021.  With his hard earned and well deserved selection to become a career 

firefighter, he will no longer be eligible to serve as Assistant. I am 

recommending Ron Ross to be promoted from his current position as Captain to 

fill this role.  He has been a member of the Fire Department since February of 

2003, serving as an officer for most of this time.  Ron is someone that we 

count on for his leadership and experience and is already a valuable member of 

our command staff. 

With Ron stepping up to fill this position, Tyler Shanks will be moving up 

from a Firefighter to fill the vacant Captain spot.  Tyler has been with 

Columbia Falls Fire since June of 2002.  Tyler was a Captain several years ago 

and is another great leader with alot of knowledge that can fill this role 

seamlessly. 

Ryan Smith was selected to become a career firefighter and with his hiring 

I need to fill his current Lieutenant position.  Kelly Smith is the firefighter 

that will be moving up to this position.  With Kelly’s experience and 

leadership abilities, I am looking forward to what he will bring to the Command 

Staff team. 

With all of the changes that are happening, especially bringing on the 

first career staff, we will be facing some challenges to ensure that everything 

goes smoothly.  I want to thank the Council for all of their support and I am 

confident that with the leadership team, the current volunteers, and the new 

paid firefighters this will be a successful transition that will help us better 

serve the community we all love. 

 

Sincerely,         Concur w/recommendations 

            SN 
 

Karl Weeks 
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            130 6th STREET WEST   PHONE (406) 892-4391 

     ROOM A     FAX (406) 892-4413 

     COLUMBIA FALLS, MT 59912 

               

 

December 16, 2022 

 

 

To:  Mayor and Council 

 

From:  City Manager Nicosia 

 

RE:  Board Appointments 

 

 

We are fortunate to have the following individuals that volunteer to serve the City in the 

following positions. Each of these individuals has agreed to be appointed for another term as 

indicated: 

 

Planning Board/Zoning Commission: 2 year terms ending 12/31/2024 

 Clay Lundgren 

 Mike Shepard 

 

 Additionally, at the Regular Planning Board Meeting of December 13, 2022, the Planning 

 Board voted to recommend approval of the re-appointment of the member-at-large 

 incumbent Patti Singer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council Action Requested: Please approve the Board appointments as indicated above 

 

 

- 55 -

Item No.8.



 130 6th STREET WEST   PHONE (406) 892-4391 

     ROOM A     FAX (406) 892-4413 

     COLUMBIA FALLS, MT 59912 

 

               

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING   

SPECIAL FIRE DEPARTMENT INSPECTIONS/FEES 

 SHORT TERM VACATION RENTAL PROPERTIES 

 

On January 3, 2023, during the 7:00 p.m. regular council meeting, the City Council of the City of 

Columbia Falls, shall conduct a public hearing for the purpose of considering special fire 

department inspection fees, particularly for short term vacation rental properties.  

 

The City Council reviewed the Fire Department inspection requirements as related to special 

inspections for short term vacation rental properties at their regular meeting held December 5, 

2022. The Council will consider fees related to the Fire Department providing the special 

inspections at the rate of $75 for first inspection and $50 for each required re-inspection. The 

City Council will also consider a requirement for annual fire department inspections for short 

term vacation rental properties. 

 

Persons may contact the City Clerk or City Manager at 406-892-4391 or 130 6th Street West, 

Columbia Falls, MT for more information about the hearing. 

 

Comments regarding this matter may be made in writing addressed to the City Clerk at 130 6th 

Street West, Columbia Falls, MT 59912 or sent by email to: staalandb@cityofcolumbiafalls.com 

or delivered in person to the City Council during the hearing. 

 

DATED THIS 12th day of December, 2022 

 

Barb Staaland 

City Clerk 

 

Publish:    Daily Interlake Wednesday December 21, 2022 and Wednesday December 28, 2022 
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CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

The Columbia Falls City-County Planning Board will hold public hearings for the following 

items at their regular meeting on Tuesday, December 13, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. at the Council 

Chambers of City Hall, 130 6th Street West, Columbia Falls, Montana.  The Columbia Falls City 

Council will hold a subsequent hearing on January 3, 2023 starting at 7:00 p.m. in the same 

location. 

 

Request for a Subdivision in the Columbia Falls Planning Jurisdiction: 

Schellinger Construction is requesting a Major subdivision called Tamarack Meadows.   It 

consists of 103 lots and open space areas totaling 47 acres.  The subdivision will extend the 

private road network and connect to public sewer and water facilities.  Originally part of 

the Tamarack Heights development, these lots had preliminary plat approval back in 2006 

but has since expired.  The proposed subdivision follows the same design as the original 

subdivision.  The property is located along Gleneagles Trail and Turnberry Terrace.  The 

property is described as Tract 1 (The remainder of Tamarack Heights Phase 1) all in 

Section 6, Township 30 North, Range 20 West, P.M.M., Flathead County.  

 

Request for a Conditional Use Permit in the Columbia Falls Planning Jurisdiction: 

Littlefoot Properties LLC is requesting a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to develop a 

building greater than 10,000 square feet for a Dollar General Store.  The property is zone 

CB-2 which requires a CUP for building that exceed 10,000 square feet.  The CUP reviews 

compliance for the City’s Large Building Standards of the Columbia Falls Zoning Code. 

The property is located 1800 9th Street West (Highway 2).  The property is described as 

Tract 1 of COS 21160 in Section 18, Township 30 North, Range 20 West, P.M.M., 

Flathead County.  

 

Interested persons are allowed to attend the hearing(s) in person or via ZOOM. Persons are 

encouraged to submit written comments prior to the meeting.  Written comments carry the same 

weight as public testimony given during the hearing.  Written comments may be sent to 

Columbia Falls City Hall, Attention: Barb Staaland, City Clerk, 130 6th Street West, Room A, 

Columbia Falls, MT 59912 or via email: staalandb@cityofcolumbiafalls.com. For more 

information on the application, please call Eric Mulcahy, Columbia Falls City Planner at (406) 

755-6481. To obtain the ZOOM meeting registration, contact City Clerk Barb Staaland via email 

or by calling (406) 892-4391 no later than 5:30 p.m. the day of the meeting. 

 

DATED this 7th day of November, 2022 

 

Susan Nicosia 
Susan Nicosia, City Manager/Planning & Zoning Administrator 

COLUMBIA FALLS CITY-COUNTY PLANNING BOARD  

 

 

 

 Publish:  Daily Interlake Sunday November 27, 2022   
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CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

The Columbia Falls City-County Planning Board will hold a public hearing for the following 

items at their regular meeting on Tuesday, January 10, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. at the Cafetorium in the 

Columbia Falls Junior High School, 1805 Talbot Road, Columbia Falls, Montana. The Columbia 

Falls City Council will hold a subsequent hearing at a special meeting on January 30, 2023 

starting at 7:00 p.m. in the same location. 

Request for a Planned Unit Development (PUD) for the River Highlands 

Development:   

James Barnett, on behalf of River Highlands LLC, is requesting a Planned Unit 

Development in the Columbia Falls Zoning Jurisdiction called River Highlands.  The 

property is located at 264, 316, 378, & 494 River Road in Columbia Falls and is described 

as Lots 1, 2, & 3 of Loeffler Ridge Subdivision and Assessor’s Tracts 7 B and 7BB (Tracts 

1 and 3 of COS 14045) in Section 16, Township 20 North, Range 20 West, P.M.M., 

Flathead County.  The project consists of 83 detached single family homes; 98 attached 

single family townhomes, 162 apartment units.  The total unit count is 343 units on 49.1 

acres gross for a density of 6.9 units per acre.  The applicant is proposing 19.55 acres 

(40%) of the site as park and open space.  With the project, the applicant is proposing to 

move River Road further east on Highway 2 and, if supported by MDOT, the applicant 

would install a traffic signal at Highway 2 and River Road. The applicant is not requesting 

any deviations other than the clustering of density and the density bonus provided by the 

PUD regulations. 

Request for Preliminary Plat approval of the River Highlands Subdivision in the 

Columbia Falls Zoning Jurisdiction:   

James Barnett, on behalf of River Highlands LLC, is requesting preliminary plat approval 

for property located at 264, 316, 378, & 494 River Road in Columbia Falls further 

described as Lots 1, 2, & 3 of Loeffler Ridge Subdivision and Assessor’s Tracts 7 B and 

7BB (Tracts 1 and 3 of COS 14045) in Section 16, Township 20 North, Range 20 West, 

P.M.M., Flathead County.  The applicant will subdivide the property to create 21 lots (17 

residential and 4 open space lots). The subdivision will extend Municipal water and sewer 

services along with reconstructing River Road and incorporating a detached pedestrian 

path.  The new roads within the project will be public and privately maintained but all open 

to the public.  The proposed subdivision is part of a PUD application for River Highlands.  

Persons are encouraged to submit written comments prior to the meeting.  Written comments 

carry the same weight as public testimony given during the hearing.  Written comments may be 

sent to Columbia Falls City Hall, Attention: Barb Staaland, City Clerk, 130 6th Street West, 

Room A, Columbia Falls, MT 59912 or via email: staalandb@cityofcolumbiafalls.com. For more 

information on the proposed River Highlands Development, please call Eric Mulcahy, Columbia 

Falls City Planner at 755-6481.  

DATED this 15th day of December, 2022 

 

Susan Nicosia 
Susan Nicosia, City Manager/Planning & Zoning Administrator 

COLUMBIA FALLS CITY-COUNTY PLANNING BOARD  

 

 

 Publish:  Daily Interlake Sunday December 25, 2022   
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CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS
ORDINANCE 823

AMEND CHAPTER 3.20 RESORT TAX

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBIA
FALLS, MONTANA, AMENDING CHAPTER 3.20 RESORT TAX TO THE

COLUMBIA FALLS MUNICIPAL CODE TO ADD 3.20.120 LATE FILING AND
PAYMENT FEES; PENALTIES

WHEREAS, the City Council adopted Ordinance # 803 adding Chapter 3.20 Resort
Tax to the City Code on August 3, 2020 after the successful election on June 2, 2020; and

WHEREAS, when the City Council adopted Chapter 3.20 Resort Tax code in 2020,
the Council did not contemplate late filing and remittance fees or penalties; and

WHEREAS, during the first months of implementation through fall 2022, the City
experienced significant late filing and remittance of the Resort Tax; and

WHEREAS, the City Council held a public hearing upon public notice on Monday,
November 21, 2022 to discuss adding late fees and penalties on the Resort Tax reporting at
which time the Council received no opposition to the amendment.

NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Council of the City of Columbia Falls, in
the State of Montana, as follows:

SECTION 1: AMENDMENT “Chapter 3.20 RESORT TAX” of the
Columbia Falls Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

A M E N D M E N T

Chapter 3.20 RESORT TAX

3.20.120 Late Filing and Remittance Fees; Penalties

For the failure to report taxes due, or failure to remit taxes due, the following penalties and fees
may be imposed or charged:

A. The city may collect civil penalties if it prevails in a suit for the collection of resort taxes,
not to exceed fifty percent (50%) of the resort taxes found due plus the costs (including any
audit fees) and attorney fees incurred by the city in the enforcement or interpretation of this
chapter;

B. This section imposes a civil penalty up to but not greater than the fine set forth in section
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B. This section imposes a civil penalty up to but not greater than the fine set forth in section
1.03.010 of this code;

C. Delinquent taxes shall bear interest at the rate of ten percent (10) per annum from the first
day of delinquency until paid.

D. Failure to File/Remit: A business that fails to file or fails to remit resort taxes when due will
be granted a 30-day grace period. If at the expiration of the 30-day grace period, the business
fails to file the resort tax report, a penalty of $100 (One Hundred Dollars) shall be imposed.
Should the failure to file the resort tax report continue for more than sixty (60) days, a penalty
of $200 (Two Hundred Dollars) shall be imposed in addition to the interest imposed by section
3.20.120 (C).

SECTION 2: SEVERABILITY CLAUSE Should any part or provision of
this Ordinance be declared by the courts to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall
not affect the validity of the Ordinances a whole or any part thereof other than the part so
declared to be unconstitutional or invalid.

SECTION 3: EFFECTIVE DATE This Ordinance shall be in full force and
effect from ________ and after the required approval and publication according to law.
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AYE NAY ABSENT ABSTAIN

Barnhart

Fisher

Hamilton

Lovering

Piper

Robinson

Shepard

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS COUNCIL
_______________________________.

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Presiding O fficer  Attest

Donald Barnhart, Mayor, City of
Columbia Falls

Barb Staaland, Clerk, City of
Columbia Falls
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Res 1886 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 1886 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS, MONTANA, 

AMENDING FUNDS AND BUDGETARY LINE-ITEM APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE FISCAL 

YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2023 TO ACCOUNT FOR THE ADDITION OF THE PAID 

FIREFIGHTERS 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council adopted the 2022-2023 Fiscal Year Budget on September 6, 2022 with 

the adoption of Resolution 1883; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council considered the paid firefighter positions during the 2022-23 FY Public 

Hearings on the budget and the Council postponed adopting a final budget for the planned paid 

firefighters until the City was notified on whether or not the City would be awarded a 2021 SAFER 

Grant to fund the paid firefighters for three years; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council has the authority to amend the budget, and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council, upon receiving notice that the City was not awarded a SAFER Grant, 

now wishes to adopt an amended budget for the paid firefighter positions and related costs from the 

reserved funds in the Resort Tax Fund 2100 and the additional contribution from the Columbia Falls 

Rural Fire District. 

  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBIA 

FALLS, MONTANA AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section One:  The City Council hereby appropriates the Resort Tax Funds held in reserve for the Fire 

Department and anticipates the additional contribution planned by the Columbia Falls Rural Fire 

District to fund the planned paid firefighter positions during the 2022-2023 Fiscal Year as detailed on 

Exhibit A. 

  

Section Two:  The City Council hereby authorizes the City Finance Director to make the itemized fund 

and line-item amendments for the 2022-23 fiscal year as detailed on Exhibit A. 

 

Section Three:  This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage and approval by 

the City Council. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF COLUMBIA FALLS, MONTANA THIS 

19th DAY OF DECEMBER, 2022, THE COUNCIL VOTING AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 AYES: 

 NOES:  

 ABSENT: 

       _____________________________ 

       City Clerk 

 

 APPROVED BY THE MAYOR OF COLUMBIA FALLS, MONTANA THIS 19th DAY OF 

DECEMBER, 2022.  

 

       _____________________________ 

       Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________ 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 81 -

Item No.14.



Res 1886 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit A 

 

 

Fund 1000 - General Fund

Description Amended Revnues and Expenditures Addition

REVENUE:                Special Fire Protection( CFRFD) 47,637.00$   1000-342020

State on Behalf - Fire 32.61% 29,224.00$   1000-383000

Transfer In (from Resort Tax Fund) 99,834.00$   1000-383000

176,695.00$ 

EXPENDITURES: Salary/Wages 89,616.00$   1000-420400-110

Overtime 5,616.00$     1000-420400-120

Employer Costs 21,567.00$   1000-420400-140

State Contribution - FURS 29,224.00$   1000-420400-146

Health Insurance 27,552.00$   1000-420400-180

Other Purchased Services 3,120.00$     1000-420400-390

176,695.00$ 

Fund 2100 Resort Tax Fund

Expenditures: Transfer Out (to General for Fire) 99,834.00$   2100-521000-820

(Balance in Reserve for Fire Dept = $92,166)
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