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ROOM A | 130 6TH STREET WEST PHONE (406) 892-4391 

 COLUMBIA FALLS, MT 59912 FAX (406) 892-4413 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
AGENDA 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 02, 2023 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS CITY HALL 

FINANCE COMMITTEE – 6:30 P.M 

(Barnhart, Fisher, King) 

 

Contact City Clerk Barb Staaland by 6:00 PM the day of the meeting to obtain virtual meeting information by 
emailing staalandb@cityofcolumbiafalls.com or calling (406) 892-4391 

 

REGULAR MEETING – 7:00 P.M.   

 

CALL TO ORDER  

ROLL CALL 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

CONSENT AGENDA:  

1. Approval of Claims - September 18, 2023 

2. Approval of  Payroll Claims - September 29, 2023 - $105,096.66 

3. Approval of Regular City Council Meeting Minutes - September 18, 2023 

4. Utility Billing Bad Debt Expense Approval 

5. Approve Updated Neighborworks Environmental Review Agreement and Authorize City 
Manager's Signature 

VISITORS/PUBLIC COMMENT (Items not on agenda)  
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APPOINTMENTS: 

6. Approve Appointment of Frank Vessels as Probationary Volunteer Firefighter and Administer 
Oath of Office 

7. Brandon Rice - Promotion to Sergeant/Administer Oath of Office 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS/PUBLIC HEARINGS:  

8. Notice of Public Hearing: 

The Columbia Falls City-County Planning Board held a public hearing for the following item at their 
regular meeting on Tuesday, September 12, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City 
Hall, 130 6th Street West, Columbia Falls, Montana.  The Columbia Falls City Council will hold a 
subsequent hearing on October 16, 2023, starting at 7:00 p.m. in the same location. 

Rocky Top Cabins Subdivision – A Two Lot Subdivision: A request by Herbert Enterprises LLC 
to create a two-lot subdivision.  The property is 8.11 acres in size and the property is zoned CR-
1 which allows a minimum lot size of one acre.  The property is located at 269 Rocky Lane, 
Columbia Falls, and is described as Assessor’s Tract 1 (Parcel A of COS 21669) located in Section 
7, Township 30 North, Range 20 West, P.M.M., Flathead County. 

 

ORDINANCES / RESOLUTIONS:  

9. Resolution # 1910 - A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Columbia Falls, Montana 
Approving the Final Plat of Urban Wood RV Park Subdivision Located at 201 Highway 2 East, 
Described as Lot 3 D&G Subdivision in  Section 17, T30N, R20W, Flathead County, Montana. 

REPORTS / BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & COUNCIL   

CITY MANAGER REPORT  

10. City Manager's Report - Update on Projects and Operations 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT  

MISCELLANEOUS  

11. Correspondence 

ADJOURN 

Next Scheduled Meetings: 
City Council – Regular Meeting - October 16, 2023 – 7:00 PM 
Planning Board – TBD 
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09/29/23                                               CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS                                   Page: 1 of 9
13:34:57                                                Claim Approval List                                Report ID: AP100V
                                                  For the Accounting Period:  9/23

    *  ... Over spent expenditure

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Claim/  Check           Vendor #/Name/               Document $/     Disc $                                                   Cash
                Invoice #/Inv Date/Description         Line $                          PO #    Fund Org Acct   Object  Proj  Account
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 45004           3112 406 CLEANING OF COLUMBIA FALLS       3,400.00
       277 09/25/23 FAC-SEPT JANITORIAL SERVICE          3,400.00                              1000     411200    399        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      3,400.00

 44998            878 AMERICAN WELDING & GAS INC              89.38
       09590688 09/19/23 STRTS-ARGON/SILVER STREAK PE       89.38                              2500     430200    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         89.38

 45001           1855 BARNHART, DON                          398.30
 Montana League of Cities and Towns Conference 2023
       092823 09/28/23 MLCT Conf-Mayor and 1st Lady        398.30                              1000     410100    380        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        398.30

 44972              6 BLACK MOUNTAIN SOFTWARE, INC.       24,660.00
 09/01/23-08/31/24
       29543 09/01/23 FIN-ANNUAL SERVICE & SUPPORT       7,945.00                              1000     410500    363        101000
       29543 09/01/23 WTR-ANNUAL SERVICE & SUPPORT       7,295.00                              5210     430500    363        101000
       29543 09/01/23 SWR-ANNUAL SERVICE & SUPPORT       7,295.00                              5310     430600    363        101000
       29543 09/01/23 ST LIGHTING                        1,062.00                              2400     430200    363        101000
       29543 09/01/23 ST MAINT                           1,063.00                              2500     430200    363        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:     24,660.00

 44968           1260 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS                     58.88
       40856 09/20/23 STRTS- ENGINE OIL FILTER               2.80                              2500     430200    231        101000
       40856 09/20/23 STRTS- 5W30-Q1SP                      19.36                              2500     430200    231        101000
       40856 09/20/23 STRTS- 5W30-5Q3SP                     36.72                              2500     430200    231        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         58.88

 44987           3028 CENTURYLINK - BUSINESS SERVICES        338.13
       656793005 09/16/23 COMP- 8/16/23-09/16/23           338.13                              1000     410580    345        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        338.13

 44993             14 CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS               4,194.77
       082723 08/27/23 FAC-08/17-09/18/23                  166.32                              1000     411200    342        101000
       082723 08/27/23 FD- 08/17-09/18/23                   42.83                              1000     420400    342        101000
       082723 08/27/23 PRKS-08/17-09/18/23               3,056.12                              1000     460400    342        101000
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       082723 08/27/23 STRS-08/17-09/18/23                 103.24                              2500     430200    342        101000
       082723 08/27/23 WTR-08/17-09/18/23                   56.26                              5210     430500    342        101000
       082723 08/27/23 SWR-08/17-09/18/23                   95.11                              5310     430600    342        101000
       082723 08/27/23 POOL-08/17-09/18/23                 674.89                              1000     460445    342        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      4,194.77

 45005            776 COL.FALLS VOLUNTEER FIRE             6,302.49
       092923X 09/29/23 JULY & AUG TAX RECEIPTS - REA    2,902.14                              7120     212520               101000
       092923X 09/29/23 JULY & AUG TAX - P&I                26.87                              7120     212520               101000
       092923X 09/29/23 JULY & AUG TAX - PP              1,135.94                              7120     212520               101000
       092923X 09/29/23 STATE ENTITLEMENT-1ST Q FY24     2,228.75                              7120     212520               101000
       092923X 09/29/23 AUG INTEREST                         8.79                              7120     212520               101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      6,302.49

 44969           3171 ELITE FIRE PROTECTION                  709.50
       23-478 09/14/23 PRKS- REBUILD BACKFLOW @ FALLS      354.75                              1000     460400    360        101000
       23-478 09/14/23 POOL- REBUILD SPRING/DAMAGED        354.75                              1000     460445    360        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        709.50

 44981            438 FERGUSON WATERWORKS                    271.18
       0867829 09/15/23 STRTS- RND SHVL/SQ SHVL/IRR        118.79                              2500     430200    212        101000
       0866460 09/15/23 STRTS- RODENT GUARD/DRAINAGE        43.62                              2500     430200    240        101000
       0865620-1 09/12/23 PRKS- WATERFALL REPAIR KIT       108.77                              1000     460400    240        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        271.18

 44973           3075 FLATHEAD OIL                            62.95
       23-920 09/05/23 STRTS- LEVER PAIL PUMP               62.95                              2500     430200    212        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         62.95

 44978           2814 FLATHEAD PEST SOLUTIONS                 29.00
       P15353 06/12/23 PRKS- MONTHLY EXTERIOR BARRIER       29.00                              1000     460400    399        101000

 44999           2814 FLATHEAD PEST SOLUTIONS                 69.00
       P15569 09/27/23 FD-RURAL PEST CONTROL                69.00                              1000     420400    399        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         98.00
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 44989           3113 GLOBAL ARCHIVES INC                    166.32
       2023860 09/25/23 WTR-MONTHLY STORAGE AS BUILTS       83.16                              5210     430500    363        101000
       2023860 09/25/23 SWR-MONTHLY STORAGE AS BUILTS       83.16                              5310     430600    363        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        166.32

 44976           2806 HANSON'S HARDWARE                      134.31
       607463 09/14/23 PRKS- CLAMP/COUPLINGS                16.92                              1000     460400    240        101000
       607462 09/14/23 PRKS- CLAMPS/COUPLINGS               28.37                              1000     460400    240        101000
       607543 09/20/23 PRKS- 1-9/16' PADLOCK                28.99                              1000     460400    220        101000
       607418 09/12/23 PRKS- PINK STAKE FLAG                 2.50                              1000     460400    220        101000
       607610 09/25/23 PRKS- ANTIFREEZE 50 GAL              29.94                              1000     460400    240        101000
       607552 09/21/23 PRKS- STAPLER/SCREWS                 27.59                              1000     460400    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        134.31

 44965           1119 HDR ENGINEERING, INC.               56,679.61
 WWTP AND SEWER IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT INVOICE #18
       1200556517 09/13/23 SWR ARPA INV #18 THRU AUG    56,679.61                              5310     430600    930        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:     56,679.61

 44977           2845 HEARTWOOD TREE SERVICE               1,125.00
       060123 06/01/23 TREE LIMB REMOVAL 3RD AVE/ST W    1,125.00                              1000     410131    390        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,125.00

 44980           2849 J2 BUSINESS PRODUCTS                   835.72
       1320936-0 09/13/23 FAC-500 TISSUE 2PLY               52.09                              1000     411200    220        101000
       1319653-0 09/12/23 FIN- HP201A TONER                 59.40                              1000     410500    210        101000
       1319653-0 09/12/23 WTR- HP201A TONER                 59.39                              5210     430500    210        101000
       1319653-0 09/12/23 SWR- HP201A TONER                 59.39                              5310     430600    210        101000
       1321603-0 09/18/23 PRKS- BROWN HAND TOWELS           50.89                              1000     460400    220        101000
       1320939-0 09/14/23 PD- SHARPIE MARKER                12.99                              1000     420100    210        101000
       1320967-0 09/14/23 FIN-PAPER CLIPS/BINDER CLIP        4.63                              1000     410500    210        101000
       1323896-0 09/25/23 FAC- SOAP/BATH TISS/TOWEL/T      527.69                              1000     411200    220        101000
       1320967-0 09/14/23 WTR- PAPER CLIPS/BINDER CLI        4.63                              5210     430500    210        101000
       1320967-0 09/14/23 SWR- PAPER CLIPS/BINDERCLIP        4.62                              5310     430600    210        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        835.72
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 44961           2047 LAURIE'S DELI                           97.85
       091223 09/12/23 WTR- MEETING                         97.85                              5210     430500    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         97.85

 44990           3152 MONTANA ELITE LLC                      532.00
       2350 09/18/23 SWR- UV NEW STYLE BALLAST HOLD        532.00                              5310     430600    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        532.00

 44966             44 MONTANA LEAGUE OF CITIES AND           200.00
       ML01049 09/15/23 MANGAN & BENNION SUPRT EXPENS      200.00                              1000     410100    399        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        200.00

 45003           2305 MOTOROLA SOLUTIONS, INC.            18,374.00
 IN HOUSE COMPUTER FOR WATCHGUARD SYSTEM - $5538.35
 2 IN VEHICLE CAMERAS FOR UNIT #23 & #24 - $12,835.65

       8281682689 08/02/23 PD-WATCHGUARD COMP/IN HOUS    5,538.35                              1000     420100    212        101000
       8281670150 07/17/23 PD-2 IN CAR CAMERAS          12,835.65                              4020     420100    940        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:     18,374.00

 44964           2707 MOUNTAIN ALARM                         100.75
 ALARM MONITORING SERVICES 10/01/2023-10/31/2023
       3905766 10/01/23 FAC- CITY HALL OCT 2023             47.35                              1000     411200    366        101000
       3904765 10/01/23 FAC- FD OCT 2023                    53.40                              1000     411200    366        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        100.75

 44991           1247 MURDOCH'S RANCH & HOME                  34.98
       0920237566 09/20/23 PRKS- FLC GLOVES/WTRPROOF        34.98                              1000     460400    226        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         34.98

 44975             52 NAPA AUTO PARTS                         25.32
       058149 09/13/23 FD-HEXAGON/LUBRIGUARD/TPE REF        25.32                              1000     420400    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         25.32
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 44992            908 NEWMAN SIGNS, INC.                   1,246.42
       049668 09/26/23 STR-CONES 18 IN W/COLLAR            415.48                              2500     430200    220        101000
       049668 09/26/23 PRKS- CONES 18 IN W/COLLAR          415.47                              1000     460400    220        101000
       049668 09/26/23 WTR- CONES 18 IN W/COLLAR           415.47                              5210     430500    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,246.42

 44963           2168 NORTH CENTRAL LABORATORIES              81.95
       492390 09/06/23 SWR - BOD STANDARD                   81.95                              5310     430600    222        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         81.95

 44988           2002 NORTHWEST PARTS & EQUIPMENT &           22.00
       C328806 09/22/23 SWR- AIRCRAFT CABLE                 22.00                              5310     430600    240        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         22.00

 44970           2816 O'REILLY AUTO PARTS                    114.50
       4774-44860 09/14/23 PD- INVERTER                     29.99                              1000     420100    232        101000
       4774-44911 09/18/23 WTR- INVERTER                    29.99                              5210     430500    232        101000
       4774-44943 09/21/23 STRTS- NITRILE GLOVES            54.52                              2500     430200    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        114.50

 44997           3085 ORTHOPEDIC REHAB INC                   400.00
       092723 09/18/23 FD- MESSER/RYAN PRE EMPLOYMENT      400.00                              1000     420400    390        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        400.00

 44974           3193 POMP'S TIRE SERVICE INC              2,392.00
       2090004263 09/14/23 SWR- C7500 TRCK SERVICE       2,392.00                              5310     430600    361        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      2,392.00

 44986           3192 POP A SQUAT PORTABLES                  665.00
       14325 09/25/23 PRKS-7 PORTA POTTIES                 665.00                              1000     460400    399        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        665.00

 44962           2769 RESPONSE EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS,      8,125.09
 2022 DODGE CHARGER UPFIT
       5817 09/14/23 PD-UPFITTING VEC                    8,125.09                              4020     420100    940        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      8,125.09
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 44971           1042 SANDS SURVEYING, INC.                2,651.25
       37677 09/30/23 P/Z-ROUTINE SRVS 8/24-9/14         2,651.25                              1000     411000    399        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      2,651.25

 44995           3108 SEAWESTERN FIRE FIGHTING             1,856.20
 WOODRUFF
       INV26380 09/25/23 FD- OUTERSHELL PANT/COAT        1,856.20                              1000     420400    226        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,856.20

 44982           2890 SPOKANE HOUSE OF HOSE, INC             254.68
       1022080 09/11/23 SWR- CAMLOKS/HOSE                  254.68                              5310     430600    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        254.68

 44996            862 SUCCESSFUL SIGNS AND AWARDS             20.00
       10758 09/25/23 CNCL-K KELLY BRASS METAL PRINT        20.00                              1000     410100    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         20.00

 44984           1653 SUPER 1 FOODS                           21.04
       3321584 09/13/23 SWR- WATER                          21.04                              5310     430600    222        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         21.04

 44983           2699 THE MAIL ROOM, INC                     289.29
 INVOICE #D116956
       D116956 09/11/23 PD-MAIL SRVS 8/29/23-9/8/23          9.27                              1000     420100    310        101000
       D116956 09/11/23 FIN-MAIL SRVS 8/29/23-9/8/23        18.17                              1000     410500    310        101000
       D116956 09/11/23 WTR-MAIL SRVS 8/29/23-9/8/23        86.55                              5210     430500    310        101000
       D116956 09/11/23 SWR-MAIL SRVS 8/29/23-9/8/23        86.55                              5310     430600    310        101000
       D116956 09/11/23 CRT-MAIL SRVS 8/29/23-9/8/23        50.34                              1000     410360    310        101000
       D116956 09/11/23 PLN-MAIL SRVS 8/29/23-9/8/23        38.41                              1000     411000    310        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        289.29

 44994           3200 USABLUEBOOK                             59.90
       00133221 09/14/23 SWR- CARTRIDGE/WHITE TAPE 21       59.90                              5310     430600    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:         59.90
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 45000       E   1218 VERIZON WIRELESS                     1,519.78
       9944336328 09/27/23 ADMIN-9/13-10/12/23              19.93                              1000     410400    345        101000
       9944336328 09/27/23 FIN-9/13-10/12/23                19.93                              1000     410500    345        101000
       9944336328 09/27/23 FIRE-9/13-10/12/23              120.36                              1000     420400    345        101000
       9944336328 09/27/23 FAC-9/13-10/12/23                12.42                              1000     411200    345        101000
       9944336328 09/27/23 STRS-9/13-10/12/23               95.24                              2500     430200    345        101000
       9944336328 09/27/23 PD-9/13-10/12/23                807.23                              1000     420100    345        101000
       9944336328 09/27/23 WTR-9/13-10/12/23               164.85                              5210     430500    345        101000
       9944336328 09/27/23 SWR-9/13-10/12/23               115.16                              5310     430600    345        101000
       9944336328 09/27/23 CRT-9/13-10/12/23                49.69                              1000     410360    345        101000
       9944336328 09/27/23 SUSANS HOTSPOT                   14.99                              1000     410500    212        101000
       9944336328 09/27/23 PD SMITH PHONE                   49.99                              1000     420100    212        101000
       9944336328 09/27/23 FD WEEKS PHONE                   49.99                              1000     420400    212        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:      1,519.78

 44979             84 WESTERN BUILDING CENTER                240.84
       4I460471 09/13/23 SWR- BIOREACTOR MIXERS             40.76                              5310     430600    240        101000
       4I458557 09/12/23 SWR- EXTENSION CORD               104.97                              5310     430600    220        101000
       4I467980 09/18/23 PRKS- GLOSS/DOWEL/SPRY PAINT       18.47                              1000     460400    240        101000
       4I470075 09/19/23 PRKS- IMPACT DRIVER SET/BITS       43.48                              1000     460400    220        101000
       4I473893 09/20/23 SWR- INSECT FOGGER 3PK              9.99                              5310     430600    220        101000
       4I469897 09/19/23 SWR-HOSE/NIPPLE/BUSHINGS           13.26                              5310     430600    240        101000
       4I454221 09/11/23 STRTS- KEY/CUTTING/KEY TAG          9.91                              2500     430200    220        101000
                                     Total for Vendor:        240.84
                                       # of Claims    42      Total:  138,849.38      # of Vendors    40
                                           Total Electronic Claims      1,519.78
                                       Total Non-Electronic Claims     137329.60
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              Fund/Account                                 Amount
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
 1000 GENERAL FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                             $32,164.84
 2400 SPECIAL LIGHTING DISTRICT FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                              $1,062.00
 2500 SPECIAL STREET MAINTENANCE DISTRICT FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                              $2,115.01
 4020 CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND - General
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                             $20,960.74
 5210 WATER ENTERPRISE FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                              $8,293.15
 5310 SEWER ENTERPRISE FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                             $67,951.15
 7120 FIRE RELIEF DISABILITY/PENSION FUND
   101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS                              $6,302.49

                                               Total:      $138,849.38
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09/29/23                                               CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS                                   Page: 9 of 9
13:34:59                                           Claim Approval Signature Page                           Report ID: AP100A
                                                 For the Accounting Period:  9 / 23

Council Meeting Date:__________________

Claims Submitted to Council:$____________________

Claims Denied/Withheld by Council Finance Committee:$_______________ Claim #'s:_________________

Prepared By:  Shawn Bates, Finance Director

              ___________________________________________

Approved by Susan M. Nicosia, City Manager

              ____________________________________________

City Council to Approve by motion on consent agenda
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138,849.38


10/02/2023

Shawn Bates

Susan Nicosia

The following claims are significant:

Motorola Solutions, Inc. - $18,374.00 2 PD in vehicle cameras and Watchguard computer system. (Fund 1000 & 4020)
Black Mountain Software - $24,660.00 Annual service and support. (Fund 1000, 5210, 5310, 2400 & 2500)
HDR Engineering, Inc. - $56,679.61 WWTP & Sewer improvements project. (Fund 5310)

The remaining claims are routine. Please let me know if you have any questions.
Shawn
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CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS 
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

HELD SEPTEMBER 18, 2023 

 September 18, 2023 Page 1 

 
Mayor Barnhart called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL: Councilor Fisher, Councilor King, Councilor Lovering, Councilor Piper, Councilor Robinson, 
Councilor Shepard, and Mayor Barnhart. 
Also present: City Manager Nicosia, City Clerk Staaland, City Attorney Breck, Police Chief Peters and Fire Chief 
Weeks. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Councilor Lovering made motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Councilor Piper 
and the motion carried.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: Councilor Robinson motioned to approve the consent agenda noting all claims appeared 
to be in order, seconded by Councilor Shepard with council voting as follows. Ayes: King, Lovering, Piper, 
Robinson, Shepard, Fisher, and Barnhart. 
Approval of Claims - September 18, 2023 - $400,465.36 
Approval of Special Payroll Claims - September 5, 2023 - $27,100.71 
Approval of Payroll Claims, September 15, 2023 - $160,332.58 
Approval of Regular City Council Meeting Minutes - September 5, 2023 
Approval of Space Usage Agreement, Flathead County and City - 911 Communications Facility and Authorize 
City Manager's Signature 
 
PUBLIC PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION - MT DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION 
 
Bob Vosen, MDT Missoula District Administrator, and John Schmidt, MDT Kalispell Construction, are here this 
evening to answer council concerns. 
John Schmidt gave a brief update on highway construction in the area. Councilor Shepard inquired about 
highway construction at Salmon Lake. Mr. Schmidt said they will start paving in October with hopes of getting 
two thirds complete and finishing the remainder next year, hopefully before July 4th.  
Mr. Vosen said District 1 has been without a Transportation Commissioner for months and the governor has 
recently appointed Cody Schwartz as the new District 1Transportation Commissioner. Mr. Schwartz will be a 
great addition to the team. 
Mr. Vosen addressed concerns and questions from the Council: 
1. Green left turn arrows at intersections – MDOT did a study of intersections at 206, 4th Ave. W., 6th Ave. W. 
and Meadow Lake and the results are currently being analyzed. Traffic volume and delays have to meet 
criteria to determine if a signal is warranted. If it is warranted, MDOT will have to figure out funding to order 
new heads to make it happen. There is a private development that triggered a review of the Hwy 2 and 
Meadow Lake intersection, and MDOT will be working with the developer on any needed improvements. Mr. 
Vosen said when a green turning signal is added it can delay traffic in other areas.  
 
2. Stop light at truck route – Mr. Vosen said they will put in the request, but if they could get a letter from the 
City requesting the light would be beneficial.  
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CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES HELD ON SEPTEMBER 18, 2023 
 

 September 18, 2023 Page 2 

 
3. Regarding reducing the speed limit on Hwy. 2 to 35 MPH from the existing 45 MPH and reducing the speed 
limit on the North Fork Road entering into the city limits - Mr. Vosen said the way speed limits work in 
Montana is clearly spelled out in MCA and that is for speed limits to be changed, MDT doesn’t have the 
authority to do so, it lies with the Transportation Commission. MDT has to receive a letter of request to review 
the speed limit by the governing body, if it’s in the county the letter needs to come from the County 
Commissioners. MDT will do a speed study on what the traffic conditions are and what travel speeds are 
currently. The study will be reviewed by MDT and then they submit a letter back to the city or county on the 
findings. At that point, MDT will ask that the city or county to take public comment and respond back to MDT. 
MDT will then send the information to the Transportation Commission. City Manager Nicosia asked Mr. Vosen 
if the process would take approximately one year. Mr. Vosen replied we have a small group that does it and it 
will take close to a year. Some cities hire an engineering company to do the speed study and we review the 
study. This may expedite the turnaround time.  
 
4. Are there state funds available for the TA sidewalk project - Mr. Vosen said no, there are no funds available. 
The TA program is federal funding and the funding match (13.42%) comes from the local government; MDT 
doesn’t have a pot of money to provide a match for the TA program. Nicosia said we are doing a right of way 
phase, which added $15,000 to the city share and the project missed the September deadline to ensure 
construction in 2024 and will now not see construction until 2025.  
 
5. Pedestrian crossings on Nucleus and how to make them more visible - Vosen said some intersections 
already have signs with lights; we could paint more blocks or shark teeth on the crosswalks. Sign saturation is 
a problem; we want to be cautious on to where we put them. Bulb outs can be effective in getting pedestrians 
further out. Some of your signs are obscured by trees, you could trim those back. You may look during heavy 
traffic season to have a flag canister at intersections. Mayor Barnhart said we noticed in some communities 
they have signs stating pedestrian crossing ahead, perhaps we can put one at the beginning of Nucleus Ave 
and near the Post Office. Vosen said it may be effective. Nicosia asked if you approve the center lane during 
the busy time and is it beneficial. Vosen said he is not sure if MDT has approved them or not. Mr. Schmidt 
suggested a cross walk on 7th Street. Vosen said he would look into getting a crosswalk there.  
 
Mayor Barnhart inquired about the intersection on Hwy 40 and Hwy 2, as there is no turning lane on the north 
side. Mr. Vosen said MDT is looking at a multitude of intersections in the valley and that one is number seven 
on the list, so it is definitely on their radar.  
 
Police Chief Peters said the “when flashing” sign on Hwy 2 just west of Hilltop blew off and has not been 
replaced. Vosen said he will check with maintenance.  
 
Mr. Vosen said he hopes to check in with the council on a quarterly basis here forward.  
 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS/PUBLIC HEARINGS:  
Mayor Barnhart read the notice of hearing: 
 
Notice of Public Hearing - Rocky Top Cabins, A Two-Lot Subdivision - October 16, 2023: 
The Columbia Falls City-County Planning Board held a public hearing for the following item at their regular 
meeting on Tuesday, September 12, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 130 6th Street 
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West, Columbia Falls, Montana. The Columbia Falls City Council will hold a subsequent hearing on October 16, 
2023, starting at 7:00 p.m. in the same location. 
 

Rocky Top Cabins Subdivision – A Two Lot Subdivision: A request by Herbert Enterprises LLC to create a 
two-lot subdivision. The property is 8.11 acres in size and the property is zoned CR-1 which allows a 
minimum lot size of one acre. The property is located at 269 Rocky Lane, Columbia Falls, and is described as 
Assessor’s Tract 1 (Parcel A of COS 21669) located in Section 7, Township 30 North, Range 20 West, P.M.M., 
Flathead County. 

 
NEW BUSINESS:   
Approval of LWCF Pre-Application - Fenholt Park Skatepark and Bathroom 
City Manager said council has previously agreed to work with the Badrock Skatepark Association to submit a 
joint application to incorporate a bathroom at Fenholt Park. The deadline for pre-submittal is October 2nd. 
Council will adopt a resolution authorizing the application if the City/Badrock Skatepark Association are 
selected to proceed. The estimated cost of the Skatepark including the bathroom is between $690,000 - 
$715,000. This will be a competitive application, said Nicosia and staff recommends approval.  
 
Councilor Fisher motioned to authorize the pre-application, seconded by Councilor Shepard with council 
voting as follows. Ayes: Lovering, Piper, Robinson, Shepard, Fisher, King, and Barnhart. 
 
Capital Outlay Review and Approval - Fire Department 
Fire Chief Weeks and City Manager Nicosia presented the Capital Outlay Needs for the Fire Department, 5-
year, 20-year, and future.  
This is the first in the series of detailed Capital Outlay Review for the City Council said Nicosia. City Manager 
Nicosia and Fire Chief Weeks discussed the Fire Department needs to include building, vehicles, and 
equipment. The main apparatus were discussed. The 2012 pumper was the City’s first shared purchase with 
the Rural Fire District at $321,000. The suggested replacement of this vehicle is fifteen to twenty years, and 
the estimated cost is $700,000. The 2001 457 Rescue truck was $227,000 when purchased and the 
replacement cost is nearly $600,000. We are considering replacing this vehicle in 2024/2025. 
431 is the oldest engine, a 1994 HME, slated for replacement in 2024/2025. There is a pumper rescue engine 
that could replace 457 and 431 for an estimated cost of $700,000. The city share of the engine would be 
$275,000 and the rural share would be $425,000 based on 2023 taxable valuations and 2023 FY call counts. 
Chief Weeks believes the can surplus 457 to put toward the new engine.  
The 2002 ladder truck was also a joint purchase with the Rural Department for $132,000. and the replacement 
cost is $1.2 million, the City would replace it after 2027.  
The 2014 Ford F150 is the command vehicle purchased for $47,000; replacement would be in 2029/2034. 
Our utility truck is a 2010 ford F150 was $33,000. Replacement for this vehicle will be in 2030. 
Nicosia and Weeks reviewed all of the large equipment items including washers, hose dryer, cascade system 
as well as large volume purchases such as radios and SCBA’s. Nicosia noted that the Council will receive a 
formal Capital Outlay Report for adoption at a later date. 
 
REPORTS / BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & COUNCIL   
Councilor King expressed concern over people living in the parking lot at the old Burger King. Nicosia said they 
have been asked to vacate the property and are now gone.  
Councilor Shepard said he is concerned with high-speed traffic on Hwy 2. Chief Peters said they are 
consistently pulling folks over for speeding.  
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Councilor Lovering asked if we are addressing Mrs. Darling’s letter to the council on the park. Nicosia replied 
yes, we are acting on it. 
Mayor Barnhart asked if the city is working on getting rip rap along the riverbank at River’s Edge Park. Nicosia 
replied we have to adopt the County-wide pre-mitigation plan and then we can start the project.  
Mayor said he visited River’s Edge Park and there was a hammock, backpack, and someone in the hammock. 
What prevents people from staying there all night? Nicosia said the city parks are patrolled nightly and we 
encourage people to report such activity to us so we may respond appropriately. 
 
CITY MANAGER REPORT  
Nicosia reminded interested council members to register for the MT League of Cities and Towns conference. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS  
Fire Chief Weeks filled council in on what the career firefighter/EMT’s do on a daily basis as previously 
requested by Councilor Fisher. Weeks noted the response time is much quicker with career staff. When not on 
a call they maintain engines, inventory engines, hydrant maintenance, mowing at the rural fire hall and city 
department, conduct weekly training, attend training classes when needed, and fire inspections. Chief Weeks 
said they are busy with the call volume and other duties. 
 
Police Chief Peters said the new Police charger is on the road. Car #22 was wiped out on a traffic stop and is 
out of commission. Chief Peters reported that Officer Vinny Smith is back with the department as a Patrolman 
and he is already certified. Chief Peters said the department is fully staffed with officers but down a Detective 
and one Sergeant. The Department is extremely busy with the amount of traffic during the summer season, 
and the call volume is up, and the officers are busy said Peters. 
 
 
ADJOURN – Meeting duly adjourned at 8:32 P.M. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
________________________________ 
City Clerk  
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9/25/2023

To:  Mayor & Council

From:  City  Manager Susan Nicosia

              Finance Director Shawn Bates

Re:  Utility Account Write-Off's - Bad Debt

Please authorize these accounts to be written off as Bad Debt Expense:

Raymond Sorenson 00519-01 50.70$               Estate sold

Total 50.70$               

These balances are all owed by owners and collection efforts have been initiated, however

current collection is not assured. These accounts are over 120 days old.

Council must authorize the recording of Bad Debt Expense.
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DocuSign Envelope ID: 54E487BD-2FE9-49BD-A080-49332F0BAAD5

9/22/2023
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9/22/20239/22/2023

9/22/2023
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Columbia Falls Fire Department                                                                                        130 6th Street West, Room A 

Karl Weeks, Fire Chief/Marshal                                                               Columbia Falls, Mt., 59912 
                                                                                                                                                       (406) 892-3911 Office   

                                                  
                                                                                                                                         
 

1 

September 26, 2023 

 

City Manager Susan Nicosia, Mayor Don Barnhart 

Columbia Falls City Council 

130 6th Street West, Room A 

Columbia Falls, MT. 59912 

 

 

 

Dear Manager Nicosia, Mayor Barnhart and Council Members, 

 

The membership of the Columbia Falls Fire Department has voted to approve Frank (Colt) Vessels as a 

probationary member.  Frank and his family have recently purchased a house in our area and plan on being here for the 

long term.  A background check and physical exam have both been completed and passed. Since submitting his 

application, he has attended several trainings as an observer, and I believe Frank will be a great addition to our team.  At 

this time, I would recommend the approval of Frank Vessels as a probationary member of the Columbia Falls Fire 

Department. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Karl Weeks 

 

 

     

        Concur w/recommendation 
           SN 
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CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

The Columbia Falls City-County Planning Board held a public hearing for the following item at 

their regular meeting on Tuesday, September 12, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of 

City Hall, 130 6th Street West, Columbia Falls, Montana.  The Columbia Falls City Council will 

hold a subsequent hearing on October 16, 2023, starting at 7:00 p.m. in the same location. 

 

Rocky Top Cabins Subdivision – A Two Lot Subdivision: A request by Herbert 

Enterprises LLC to create a two-lot subdivision.  The property is 8.11 acres in size and the 

property is zoned CR-1 which allows a minimum lot size of one acre.  The property is 

located at 269 Rocky Lane, Columbia Falls, and is described as Assessor’s Tract 1 (Parcel 

A of COS 21669) located in Section 7, Township 30 North, Range 20 West, P.M.M., 

Flathead County. 

 

Persons may testify at the hearings or submit written comments prior to the meetings.  Written 

comments may be sent to Columbia Falls City Hall, Attention: Barb Staaland, City Clerk, 130 6th 

Street West, Room A, Columbia Falls, MT 59912.  For more information call Eric Mulcahy, 

Columbia Falls City Planner at 755-6481. 

 

DATED this 22nd day of August 2023. 

 

s/Susan Nicosia, CPA, MPA, City Manager/Zoning Administrator 

 

Publish:  Daily Interlake: August 27, 2023  
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Return to: 
City of Columbia Falls 

130 6th Street West 
Columbia Falls, MT 59912  
 
 

 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 1910 
 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF COLUMBIA FALLS, MONTANA APPROVING THE FINAL PLAT 
OF URBAN WOOD RV PARK SUBDIVISION LOCATED AT 201 HIGHWAY 2 EAST, DESCRIBED AS LOT 3 
OF D & G SUBDIVISION IN SECTION 17 T30N R20W, FLATHEAD COUNTY, MONTANA. 
 

WHEREAS, Clark W Griz, LLC, owner/applicant of the subject property, has applied for final 
plat approval of the Urban Wood RV Park Subdivision; 
 

WHEREAS, the conditions of said subdivision plat were considered and found to be satisfied 
and the final plat was approved by the City Council of the City of Columbia Falls at the regular council 
meeting on Monday, October 2, 2023. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBIA 

FALLS, MONTANA AS FOLLOWS:   
 

Section One.  Findings of Fact. That the findings of fact set forth in the Final Plat Report, CFP-
23-02, prepared by the City of Columbia Falls Planning Department dated September 14, 2023 are 
adopted, and the plat of Urban Wood RV Park subdivision is approved and is a subdivision of the 
Planning & Zoning Jurisdiction of the City of Columbia Falls, Flathead County, Montana. 
 

Section Two.  Effective Date. This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon its passage 
and approval by the City Council.  
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF COLUMBIA FALLS, MONTANA THIS 2nd DAY 
OF OCTOBER 2023, THE COUNCIL VOTING AS FOLLOWS: 
 

AYES:  
 

NOES:  
 

ABSENT:  
_______________________________ 
City Clerk 

 
APPROVED BY THE MAYOR OF COLUMBIA FALLS, MONTANA THIS 2ND DAY OF OCTOBER 2023. 
 
 
 

_______________________________ 
Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
City Clerk 
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CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

Page 1 of 3 

REVISED PRELIMINARY PLAT REPORT (FINAL PLAT) 

 
For:  Urban Wood RV Park 

Report No.:  CFP-23-02 

Date:  September 14, 2023 

Prepared By:  Eric H. Mulcahy, AICP, City Planner 

 

Recommendation:  Planning Staff recommends that the Columbia Falls City Council 

approve the Revised Preliminary (Final) Plat of Urban Wood RV Park as the conditions of 

approval have been met by the applicants. 

  

Site History: 

  
The Urban Wood RV Park received approval from the Columbia Falls City Council April 4, 2022 

for 10 RV spaces. The applicant has constructed the RV Park to City Standards, landscaped the 

property as conditioned and provided the 1.5 parking spaces per unit on-site. 

 

Submittals: 
 

Please find included with this report the following documents: 

 Final Plat Application. (7/20/23) 

 Cover Letter – TD&H explaining how conditions have been met. 

 Engineer Certification – Doug Peppmeier, PE, TD&H 

 Letter of Columbia Falls Public Works Department approving the utilities service 

extensions. (Chris Hanley and Brandon Theis, PE, 7/25/22) 

 Letter of Columbia Falls Public Works approving fire hydrant (Chris Hanley and 

Karl Weeks 7/28/23) 

 Email - City of Columbia Falls inspection of conditions (7/31/23) 

 Montana Department of Environmental Quality Municipal Facilities Exclusion.  

(9/13/22– EQ23-1217) 

 Montana Department of Environmental Quality Water and Sewer Main extension 

letter.  (9/14/22– EQ22-2593) 

 Maintenance Agreement 

 Title Report – First American Title Company, Guarantee # 5010500-1105064-FT, 

Dated 7/17/23. 

 Consent to Plat - First Interstate Bank (7/12/23) 

 The prescribed quantity of plat drawings. 

 Record Drawings 

 Tax information 

  

 

Significance of Changes Finding: 

 

The Revised Preliminary Plat conforms to the Preliminary Plat approved by the 

City Council. 
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Page 2 of 3 

 

Compliance with Preliminary Plat Conditions Findings:  Staff response 

to the condition is underlined. 
  
 
1. A variance to allow 1.5 parking spaces (Section 17.20.140 of CFSR) is 

hereby granted. 

This condition is met.  

2. There are six groups of parking spaces with two to three spots in each 
group. To accommodate large vehicles with receiver hitch bike-racks, a 
minimum of one space in each of the groups will measure 9’ by 22’ instead 
of the required 9’ by 20’ measurement. 

This condition is met as verified by staff. 

3. All utilities to the lots shall be installed in conformance with the 
requirements of the utility owner. Utilities shall be buried and extended to 
each space.  

This condition is met.  

4. Prior to construction the applicant shall secure written approval from the 
City of Columbia Falls Public Works Director and the Montana Department 
of Environmental Quality for sewer, water, and stormwater facilities. 

This condition is substantially met.  See approval letters from Columbia Falls 
Public Works dated July 25 and 28  

5. The applicants shall secure approval for access and placement of the new 
fire hydrant from the Columbia Falls Fire Chief. 

This condition is met.  See approval letters from Columbia Falls Public Works 
dated July 28th. 

6. The RV Park, except as modified by these conditions, shall be built in 
accordance with the plans submitted by TD&H Engineering dated 2/1/22.   

This condition is met. 

7. All areas disturbed because of road and utility construction shall be 
reseeded as soon as practical to inhibit erosion and the spread of noxious 
weeds.  

This condition is met.  The project has been fully landscaped. 

8. A final Landscaping Plan shall be submitted to the Columbia Falls City 
Manager for review and approval. Said Plan shall be implemented prior to 
approval of the Revised Preliminary Plat or said landscaping shall be covered 
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Page 3 of 3 

by a Subdivision Improvements Agreement and collateral of 125% of the 
remaining improvement. 

 
This condition is met.  The project is fully landscaped per the approval by City 
Manager 
 
9. The preliminary plat approval is valid for Three (3) years from the date of City 

Council Approval. Extension may be granted per the Columbia Falls 
Subdivision Regulations. 

 

This condition is met. 
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October 2, 2023 

 

To:  Mayor & Council 

 

From:   City Manager Nicosia 

 

RE:  Manager’s Report 

 

 

1. The BNSF/MDT/City meeting held to discuss the 12th Ave West crossing was 

productive. The City will purchase the concrete panels as originally planned in the 

project, estimated $72K. We are hoping to receive an easement to complete the sidewalk 

outside of having the crossing updated. The required crossing upgrade, including arms, 

will fall under special state funding and will be funded 80/20 MDT and BNSF. 

 

2. The Parks Department is collaborating with Ryan from People & Carnivores to install 

bearproof garbage cans in our parks that don’t currently have them. They are completing 

the bear conflict assessment and will update the City Council with the information. They 

also provided the “Bear Aware” brochures for the visitors in short-term vacation rentals 

as discussed during the council meeting. 

 

3. The County has switched to a new tax statement program so this year’s tax statements 

will look different including a line-item for the incremental portion of property that is 

within a TIF/TEDD. I met with county officials and we collaborated on a statement to 

add to the tax bill and we will work together on information to post on our website as 

well as the county’s. I will share tax bill information at the meeting on Monday. 

 

4. I’m working with Jacqueline Demongin and the Columbia Falls Community Foundation 

on following up on adding lights to the monuments at Nucleus Ave. Mrs. Demongin was 

finally able to get a quote from an electrician for the installation of the light on the east 

side of Nucleus for just under $2,300 to install a provided light.  

 

5. I postponed the Police Department Capital Outlay review as Chief Peters was out of the 

office. We will complete the outlay projections and bring to the council on October 16th. 

 

6.  We will be reviewing the WWTP 60% engineering on Monday morning. HDR will be 9 

months behind schedule in getting to final design significantly reducing the available 

construction time before we hit the funding completion deadlines.   

 

7. We met with the Teamsters Local Unit No 2 on Wednesday September 27th for the 2024 

FY Wage Opener. We have tentative agreement with the unit and upon receipt of their 

ratification, I will place on the council agenda for final approval. This was just a wage 

opener for the Collective Bargaining Agreement, July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2025 but we 

also drafted a MOA that would permit the City to place a newly hired employee on the 
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wage scale to include education and experience steps. The current contract requires the 

City to wait until the employee has completed their first full year. We are currently 

advertising for a Lead Water Operator and this change will allow the City to be 

competitive in attracting candidates. 
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