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A. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. Approval of Minutes – September 10, 2026 

C. Agenda Items  

C1.  Review Annual CDBG Application and action on finding of consistency with the 
Comprehensive Plan 

C2. Re-Review and possible action on proposed ordinance amendment regulating AI 
Data Centers 

C3. Administrative Officer and Planning Board Solicitor Update on the status of the 
Ramos Landscaping Minor Land Development Project 

D. Adjournment 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Posted: October 2, 2026 

Posted By: mbw 

-  TOWN OF BRISTOL, RHODE ISLAND  

 

PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

 
 

                                                                       Agenda 

Thursday, October 8th, 2026 at 7:00 PM 
Bristol Town Hall, 10 Court Street, Bristol, RI 02809 
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M E M O R A N D U M 

TO:  Bristol Planning Board   

  Diane Williamson, Director of Community Development 

 

FROM: Amy H. Goins, Assistant Town Solicitor 
 

DATE: September 30, 2026 
 

SUBJECT: Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment re: Data Centers   
 

 

As you know, our office drafted a proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance that would add 

a definition for this use and prohibit it in all zoning districts. In reviewing the draft amendment, 

the Planning Board suggested that enacting a moratorium on data centers might be a better 

approach, so that the Town would have time to study this new use further and potentially adopt a 

regulation that would allow data centers in some zones. We have reviewed state law governing 

when a municipality can enact a moratorium and it is our opinion that the law does not permit the 

Town to adopt a moratorium on data centers at this time.  

 

The law governing moratoria has changed in recent years as the General Assembly has attempted 

to constrain municipal authority to prevent certain types of development. The law currently 

allows the Town to enact a moratorium under two very limited circumstance, neither of which 

apply here. See R.I. Gen. Laws § 45-22.2-13. The first type of moratorium that is allowed is “for 

the purpose of providing interim protection for a planned future land use or uses.” However, 

such a moratorium may only be enacted in the first 12 months after the adoption or amendment 

of a comprehensive plan. As you are aware, the Town Council will soon be reviewing 

amendments to the Town’s Comprehensive Plan, so a moratorium on data centers could be an 

option after the amended plan is adopted, but it is not an option at this time.  

 

The second circumstance that permits the adoption of a moratorium is “a dire emergency not 

reasonably foreseeable as part of the comprehensive planning process.” For example, a town 

could issue a limited moratorium on building permits in an area that suffered storm damage and 

coastal erosion from a hurricane. Data centers do not qualify as a dire emergency and in any 

event, this type of moratorium is limited to 120 days.  
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We have revised this ordinance so that data centers would be allowed by special use permit in 

the M (Manufacturing) zoning district. The standards for a special use permit include a buffer 

from adjacent residential zones or structures used for residential purposes. This would leave the 

door open for a data center to be established where uses of a similar industrial scale and impact 

are currently permitted, either by right or by special use permit. Should an applicant wish to 

establish a data center in another zoning district, they would be free to seek a zoning amendment 

from the Town Council. If an applicant proposed a data center in property located in the M zone 

but not meeting the special use permit requirements, relief could be available through a variance 

application. 

 

Please let us know if you have any questions. 
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