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A. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. Agenda Item 

B1. Unity Park - Public Hearing and Action on the Combined 

Master Plan and Preliminary Plan Phase for the Major Land 

Development Application for the Major Land Development Plan 

for Unity Park at 500 Wood Street: Planning Board to also 

make an advisory recommendation to the Town Council on 

proposed Change of Zone for 214 Franklin Street from R-6 to 

Rehab LDB.  

The proposal is to construct a 2-story office, production, 

and warehouse addition to Unit 320 in Building Group 3 with 

12,305 square feet on the first floor and 2,516 square feet 

on the second floor for KVH, Industries, Inc.; rehabilitate 

11,808 square feet of Building Group 3 for SAAB, Inc. 

Northeast US Headquarters and production space; add surface 

parking to the rear of 214 Franklin Street; and, add a three-

story structured parking garage located to the south of 

Building Group 3.  Property located at 500 Wood Street, 

Assessor’s Plat 29, Lot 1   Zone: Rehab LDP Zone with 

conditions and is within the Historic District Zone. 214 

Franklin Street is Assessor’s Plat 29, Lot 54 in the R-6 zone.   

Owner of Lot 1: Unity Park, LLC / Owner of Lot 54: 214 Franklin 

LLC/ Applicant: Unity Park, LLC 

C. Adjournment 

Date Posted: July 22, 2025 

Posted By: mbw 
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Bristol PLANNING BOARD Overview                                                       

July 18, 2025        

Building Group 3 - Unity Park 500 Wood Street, Bristol RI 

 

The continued success of Unity Park as a magnet for new high tech businesses, and the 
need to meet the space requirements of the new Tenants at Building Group 3 has been a 
challenge.  New construction both within and external to the existing buildings at Building 
Group 3 is necessary to meet these needs.  In addition to the new structures, parking 
expansion to cover the needs of hundreds of new employees is required.  Below is a 
summary/overview of the proposed new work. 

1. KVH Industries Inc. 

KVH Industries is committed to leasing the first floor space in Unit 320 (former Zeller 
Condominium) including a new 12,330 square foot addition with an additional 2,516 
square foot second floor.  The addition is to include executive offices, high tech 
equipment, shipping and warehouse space.  The addition includes a glass link to the 
existing building, transitioning to the new pre-engineered metal panel structure, 
including the new loading docks.  The location on site meets the setback and height 
requirements based on the PUD zoning. 

2. Parking Garage (future) 

As noted, in addition to Building Group 3, the current businesses (retail, restaurants, 
and offices) located in the fully occupied Building Groups 1 & 2, place a significant 
burden in providing the required parking at Unity Park to accommodate new employees.  
Due to leasehold obligations to provide adequate employee parking, it is important that 
the refuse mound be removed and graded to provide approximately 55 additional 
parking spaces. This non-contributing “landscape feature,” which has grown in size as 
building refuse added over the decades as the uses of the mill complex changed, will be 
removed pursuant to DEM requirements and paved and appropriately landscaped to 
achieve the critical surface parking. As Unity Park continues to grow as a regional blue 
economy employment hub, future parking needs may be addressed with the 
construction of a new 3-story structured parking garage to be located in the subject 
area to the south of Building Group 3.  
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Summary: 

Unity Park, with the build-out of Group 3, establishes both a community and regional 
destination, positively impacting the local economy and quality of life for the Town of 
Bristol and the State of Rhode Island.  With the inclusion of the new high tech 
businesses/industries in Group 3 to the vibrant restaurants and venues presently 
operating within Building Groups 1 & 2, Bristol has evolved into a premiere New England 
destination with a promising future, particularly as a regional hub for innovative blue 
economy enterprises.  
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Zoning Regulations

Min. Lot Area

Existing Proposed

Max. Coverage
Min. Setbacks
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Zone: M
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Side Yard
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Unity Park
Building Group 3 Site Views
JHL Tecture

Unity Park
Building Group 3 - Unit 320 Site Views
JHL Tecture

View 1: From Unit 316 entrance, looking East across rear parking lot View 2: From rear parking lot, looking Northeast across parking lot at 
Unit 320
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Unity Park
Building Group 3 Site Views
JHL Tecture

Unity Park
Building Group 3 - Unit 320 Site Views
JHL Tecture

View 3: From rear parking lot, looking North at Unit 320 View 4: From rear of Unit 319, looking South at rear of Unit 320
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View 1: From Unit 318 entrance, looking East across rear parking lot

Item C1.



Unity Park
Building Group 3 - Unit 320 Renderings
JHL Tecture

Unity Park
Building Group 3 - Unit 320 Renderings
JHL Tecture

View 2: From rear parking lot, looking Northeast across parking lot at 
Unit 320
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View 3: From rear parking lot, looking North at Unit 320
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View 4: From rear of Unit 319, looking South at rear of Unit 320
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View 5: Unit 320 from the east
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View 6: From south property line looking north towards Unit 320
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View 7: Building Group 3 looking north east, viewed from above
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View 8: New Saab Inc. construction viewed from above Unit 313
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View 9: New Saab Inc. construction atop Unit 318, looking south west
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