
10 COURT STREET, BRISTOL, RI 02809-2208     401-253-7000     FAX 401-253-2647     www.bristolri.gov 

Scanned copies of all applications and supporting materials will 

be available on the Town of Bristol website at 

https://www.bristolri.gov/government/boards/zoning-board-of-

review/.  Written comments may be submitted to the Zoning Board 

via regular mail addressed to: Zoning Board of Review, Bristol 

Town Hall, 10 Court Street, Bristol, RI 02809 or via email to 

etanner@bristolri.gov. Written comments should be received no 

later than 12:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 6, 2023. 

 

1. Pledge of Allegiance 

2. Approval of Minutes - May 1 & June 8, 2023 

3. Continued Petitions 

3A. SITTING AS THE BOARD OF APPEALS 

2023-20 Barbara J. Beer and Robert A. Beer, II, 825 

Hope Street (continued from June meeting): Appeal of a 

decision of the Bristol Historic District Commission 

(HDC) denying the use of PVC trim materials on the 

exterior of the existing residential structure. 

Assessor's Plat 5, Lot 17; Zone: Waterfront (W) and 

Historic District Overlay. 

3B. SITTING AS THE BOARD OF REVIEW 

2023-09 Daniel L. and Lillian C. Leeser, 12 Brookwood 

Road (continued from June meeting): Dimensional 

Variances: to construct a 24 ft. x 26 ft. accessory 

garage structure and a freestanding decorative pergola 

structure with less than the required front yard on a 

corner lot; and with the garage at an overall size 

greater than permitted for accessory structures in the 

R-10 zoning district. Assessor's Plat 79, Lot 452; 

Zone: R-10 
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4. New Petitions 

4A. 2023-24 LuAnn Pezzullo, 471 Metacom Avenue: Special 

Use Permit - to keep non-domesticated animals (10 

chickens and 4 goats) on a residentially zoned 

property. Assessor's Plat 51, Lot 8; Zone: Residential 

R-15. 

4B. 2023-25 Marc J. Medeiros, 15 Annawamscutt Drive: 

Dimensional Variance - to construct a 6ft. privacy 

fence adjacent to Rosedale Drive at a height greater 

than permitted within the front yard on a corner lot. 

Assessor's Plat 159, Lot 920; Zone: Residential R-10. 

4C. 2023-26 Richard J. and Molly M. Vacura, 117 Peck 

Avenue: Dimensional Variances - to modify an existing 

single-story attached garage and mudroom into living 

space and to construct a 10ft. x 38ft. single-story 

living area addition to the rear of an existing 

single-family dwelling with less than required left 

and right side yards. Assessor's Plat 61, Lots 18 & 

94; Zone: Residential R-10.  

5. Adjourn 

Date Posted: June 22, 2023 

By: emt 
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Town of Bristol, Rhode Island 
 

Department of Community Development 
 

10 Court Street 

Bristol, RI  02809 

www.bristolri.gov 

401-253-7000 

  

  

TECHNICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

 

The meeting was held on Thursday, July 6, 2023 at 9:00 am  

at 235 High Street, 1st Floor Conference Room, Department of Community Development 

The Technical Review Committee held a meeting for the purpose of review of the application for  

Special Use Permit for Chicken Hens and Non-Domesticated Animals  

 

Present: 

Diane Williamson, Director of Community Development  

Nicholas Toth, Planner/HDC Clerk  

Charles Millard, Planning Board Chairman 

Armand Bilotti, Planning Board Member 

 

Also Present:   

Ariana Pezzullo, Applicant  

John Lannan, Applicant’s Representative  

Bruce Cox, Slepkow, Slepkow & Associates, Inc. 

 

Agenda: Review and recommendation to the Zoning Board for a special use permit to keep non-

domesticated animals (10 chickens and 4 goats) on a residentially zoned property at 471 Metacom 

Avenue. Assessor's Plat 51, Lot 8; Zone: Residential R-15. 

 

John Lannan began with a presentation of the current setup and background of the application. The 

application stemmed from a zoning violation sent regarding the presence of chicken hens, a rooster, and 

goats based on a complaint from a neighbor. The rooster has been removed from the property and the 

applicant is seeking a special use permit to keep the remaining chicken hens and goats on the property.  

 

The current configuration of the animals was done with haste due to a court order to remove the animals 

from the previous property as part of a divorce. Per John Lannan, the setup can be changed. The animals, 

according to Bruce Cox, are considered personal property, and were part of this order – something that it 

was conjectured the judge may not have considered. Per Diane Williamson, the current set back of the 

enclosures is too close to the property line – per the presented plans showed a 29 foot setback, a 40 foot 

setback is required by code. The lot is oversized – over 34,000 sq/ft – and was part of a farm until the 

1960s, so the applicant has stated these changes will not be an issue. New drawings will be provided 

detailing this upon presentation to the zoning board.  

 

It is believed by the applicant that there is one particular resident on Jane Lane that complained about the 

presence of the animals, which while the property does not front to Jane Lane there is an exposed corner 

of the lot on the back corner. Other abutting neighbors had been spoken to, and according to the applicant 
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did not oppose the animals other than the rooster. TRC members suggested that these abutters either 

appear or write written comment in favor of the special use permit.  

 

TRC members were not opposed to the presence of the animals, which are according to the applicant 

Ariana Pezzullo more pets than farm animals – with several of the goats domesticated enough to ride 

along with their owner in the cab of a truck, spend time in the house, and be brought to preschools for the 

children to enjoy. The main concern of TRC members was the number animals – 10 Chicken Hens and 4 

Goats – as Town Ordinance allows for 6 Chicken Hens and 3 Goats. However, TRC Member Millard 

pointed out that the difference between 6 chickens and 10 was negligible, and that one extra goat, 

especially considering they were small, was the same. TRC Members would defer to the judgement of 

the Zoning Board to provide special use for the increased number of animals.  

 

Motion to recommend approval to the Zoning Board of Review for a special use permit for the keeping 

of animals on the lot finding the use consistent with the comprehensive plan. Motion by Armand Bilotti 

(1st), 2nd by Charles Millard.  All in favor. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:20 am. 

 

Notes by Nicholas Toth   
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