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TOWN OF BRISTOL, RHODE ISLAND 

 

 

TOWN COUNCIL 

Nathan T. Calouro, Chairman 

Mary A. Parella, Vice Chairwoman 

Antonio A. Teixeira 

Timothy E. Sweeney Council Clerk 

Aaron J. Ley Melissa Cordeiro 
Town Council Meeting 

Wednesday, May 07, 2025 at 6:45 PM 
Town Hall - Council Chambers                                                            

*AMENDED 

 

Note: If communications assistance is needed or any other accommodations to 

ensure equal participation, please contact the Town Clerk’s office at 253-7000. 

Anyone requesting interpretive services for the deaf or hard of hearing must 

notify the Town Clerk’s office at 253-7000, 72 hours in advance of the meeting 

date and anyone requesting assistive listening devices or wishing to speak on 

a matter designated “CA” (consent agenda) or citizens public forum on the 

council docket must notify the Council Clerk prior to the commencement of the 

meeting. 

In-Person Participation Only 

The public may VIEW the meeting live by using the following link 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85410024929, or by visiting zoom.com 

meeting code 854-1002-4929. Please be advised, this link will 

NOT allow for public participation.  

 

Please be advised that the council intends to discuss and/or act 

upon each and every item appearing on this agenda 

Present: 

Meeting Dates: 

May 28, 2025 - Town Council Meeting 

June 18, 2025 - Town Council Meeting 

July 23, 2025 - Town Council Meeting 

August 20, 2025 - Town Council Meeting 

September 10, 2025 - Town Council Meeting 

Public Service Interviews and Appointments 

Recreation Board - 1 three-year unexpired term set to expire 

February 2027 (see agenda item G3) 

a. Timothy L Palmer, 7 Church Cove Road - interest/appointment 
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Motion RE: Consent Agenda -  To Approve the Consent Agenda 

Proclamation - Lt. Ricardo Mourato 

Motion RE: Consent Agenda -  To Approve the Consent Agenda 

A. Submission of Minutes of Previous Meeting(s) 

A1. Town Council Meeting Minutes - April 23, 2025 

A2. Town Council Meeting Executive Session Minutes 

(sealed, council only) - April 23, 2025 

A3. Town Council Special Meeting Minutes - April 28, 2025 

B. Public Hearings 

B1. Charles Eli Dunn, 301 Hope Street Folklore, LLC d/b/a 

Folklore Provisions request for Class BV  Liquor 

License and expansion of premises (see also C1, C2 and 

D1, D2, D3) 

B2. Public Hearing – Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) Application regarding proposed activities for 

inclusion in the Town of Bristol’s 2025 Community 

Development Block Grant application, including 

Renovation of the Walley School building – $800,000 

and Renovation of the food pantry portion of the East 

Bay Food Pantry & Thrift Shop – $250,000. Also under 

consideration is the adoption of a resolution 

authorizing the Town to file the CDBG application in 

the amount of $1,050,000. 

a. Draft Resolution 

C. Ordinances 

C1. Ordinance 2025-03 - Chapter 17, Article II Alcoholic 

Beverages Establishments, Section 17-82 – (to decrease 

the number of limited BV Licenses from 8 to 7) (2nd 

Reading) 

C2. Ordinance No. 2025-04 Chapter 17, Article II Alcoholic 

Beverages Establishments, Section 17-82 Number of 

Licenses (to increase the number of Class BV Licenses 

from 32-33) (2nd reading) 
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C3. Ordinance No. 2025-05 - Chapter 16 - Mother Vehicles 

and Traffic, Article V - Stopping Standing and Parking 

(no parking box located across from 28 Shaws Lane) 

(2nd reading) 

C4. Ordinance No. 2025-06 Chapter 16 Motor Vehicles and 

Traffic, Article IX Residential Parking, Sec. 16-343 

Designated residential parking zone and Sec 16-345 

Designated residentla parking streets (To include 

portions of Hope Street to the Residential Zone and 

update designated residential parking zones) (2nd 

Reading) 

C5. Ordinance No. 2025-08 Chapter 8, Sec 72 Independence 

Park Boat Ramp (Vehicle load restrictions) (1st 

reading) 

D. Licensing Board - New Petitions 

D1. Charles Eli Dunn, Folklore, LLC d/b/a Folklore 

Provisions, 301 Hope Street - Request for Class BV 

Liquor License  and expand the Alcohol Service 

Area (see also B1, C1, C2, D2, D3) 

 

a. recommendation - Town Administrator and Chief 

of Police 

b. recommendation - Town Administrator and Fire Chief  

c. recommendation - Department of Community 

Development 

D2. Charles Eli Dunn, Folklore, LLC dba Folklore 

Provisions, 301 Hope Street - Request to expand the 

sidewalk alcohol service license area  

a. recommendation - Town Administrator and Chief of 

Police 

b. recommendation - Town Administrator and Fire Chief 

c. recommendation - Town Administrator and Director of 

Public Works 

d. recommendation - Town Administrator and Code 

Compliance Coordinator 

D3. Charles Eli Dunn, Folklore, LLC d/b/a Folklore 

Provisions, 301 Hope Street - re Dancing and 

Entertainment License (2-3 person entertainment)  
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a. recommendation - Town Administrator and Chief of 

Police 

b. recommendation - Town Administrator and Fire Chief 

 

D4. Rosa Paiva, St. Elizabeth’s Church United Brotherhood 

Committee, 577 Wood Street – Request for One-Day 

Dancing and Entertainment License (Live Auction), June 

7, 2025 from 5:30PM – 11:00PM  

a. recommendation - Town Administrator and Chief of 

Police 

b. recommendation - Town Administrator and Fire Chief 

D5. Rosa Paiva, St. Elizabeth’s Church United Brotherhood 

Committee, 577 Wood Street – Request for One-Day 

Dancing and Entertainment License, June 13, 2025 (6PM 

– 11PM), June 14, 2025 (6PM – 11PM), and June 15, 2025 

(6PM – 10PM)  

a. recommendation - Town Administrator and Chief of 

Police 

b. recommendation - Town Administrator and Fire Chief 

D6. Rosa Paiva, St. Elizabeth’s Church Santo Cristo 

Committee, 577 Wood Street – Request for One-Day 

Dancing and Entertainment License, June 20, 2025 (6PM 

– 11PM), June 21, 2025 (6PM – 11PM), and June 22, 2025 

(6PM – 10PM)  

a. recommendation - Town Administrator and Chief of 

Police 

b. recommendation - Town Administrator and Fire Chief 

E. Licensing Board - Renewals 

F. Petitions - Other 

F1. Selcan and Marlon Mckenzie, 56 Greenway Drive, request 

for acquisition of town land, described as Plat #159 

Lot #1057 on Greenway Drive 

a. recommendation - Town Administrator and Chief of 

Police 
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b. recommendation - Town Administrator and Bristol 

Fire Chief 

c. recommendation - Town Administrator and Director of 

Public Works 

d. recommendation - Town Administrator and Director of 

Community Development 

e. recommendation - Town Administrator and Tax 

Assessor 

F2. Ana Isabel dos Reis Couto-RI Day of Portugal Committee 

re request to fly Portuguese Flag with a flag-raising 

ceremony on June 2, 2025, 11:00 AM 

a. memo from Clerk of Canvassers re 

qualifying signatures received 

G. Appointments 

G1. Rogers Free Library Board of Trustees- (2 unexpired 

three-year terms set to expire January 2027 and 

January 2028) 

a. Nancy Kellner, 10 Hope Street- interest/appointment 

b. Thomas "Bart" Ferris, 142 High Street - 

interest/appointment 

c. Chris Allen, 423 Hope Street, Unit D - 

interest/appointment 

d. Kaitlyn Carmody, 12 Ellen Street - 

interest/appointment 

e. David Perry, 15 Ambrose Drive - 

interest/appointment 

f. Christina (Tina) Palmer, 7 Church Cove Road - 

interest/appointment (not present for TC interview) 

g. recommendation - RFL Board of Trustees 

G2. Harbor Commission Advisory Committee - 3 three-year 

terms, 2 set to expire August 2025 and 1 term set to 

expire August 2026 

a. Michael Cabral, 10 Alves St.- interest/appointment 
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b. Jeff Doran, 4 Dolly Drive - interest/appointment 

c. Raymond DeLeo, 3 Captain St. - interest/appointment 

d. Paul Labonte, 22 Casey Drive- interest/appointment 

G3. Recreation Board - (1 three-year unexpired Alternate 

term set to expire February 2027 ) 

a. Patti Nenna, 12 Greg Drive - interest/appointment  

b. Timothy L Palmer, 7 Church Cove Road - 

interest/appointment 

G4. Alayne White, Chairwoman of the Bristol 250th 

Commission, re consideration to expand the number of 

commission members. 

H. Old Business 

H1. Director Williamson, Community Development re Program 

Update for Curbside Compost Collection 2-year Pilot  

 

I. Other New Business Requiring Town Council Action 

I1. Dylan Ferreira, RI DEM Fish & Wildlife Division – Deer 

Archery Co-Op Updates 

I2. Public Notice from CRMC, re Heritage Foundation of 

RI/Blithewold Inc., 101 Ferry Road, requires a 

response by May 22, 2025 

a. recommendation - Town Administrator and Harbor 

Master 

b. recommendation - Town Administrator and Director of 

Community Development 

I3. Town Administrator Contente re Solid Waste and 

Recycling Services - RI Resource Recovery Corp 

I4. DPW Director Parella re Council consideration of a 

resolution in support of House Bill 5393 and Senate 

Bill 0057, which would designate the State as 

responsible for all maintenance of sidewalks along 

state highways, excluding snow and ice removal 

a. (draft) Resolution 
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I5. Tax Assessor Leadam regarding proposed changes to the 

property tax rates by classification for owner/non-

owner occupied 

CF. Citizens Public Forum 

PERSONS WISHING TO SPEAK DURING THE CITIZENS PUBLIC FORUM 

MUST NOTIFY THE COUNCIL CLERK PRIOR TO THE COMMENCEMENT OF 

THE MEETING 

J. Bills & Expenditures 

J1. Bid No 1064 Pedestrian Improvements - Gooding Avenue 

K. Special Reports 

K1. Tri-Town Monthly Report - April 2025 

L. Town Solicitor 

M. Executive Sessions 

M1. Executive Session - 42-46-5(a)(2): Litigation, SU-

2025-0036-A, City of Newport v. 6365 Fourth Avenue 

Corp (short-term rental regulation) 

Consent Agenda Items: 

(CA) AA. Submission of Minutes - Boards and Commissions 

Approval of consent agenda = “motion to receive and 

place these items on file” 

(CA) AA1. BCWA Personnel Committee Minutes - February 27, 2025 

(CA) AA2. BCWA Board Meeting Minutes - February 27, 2025 

(CA) AA3. BCWA Properties Committee Meeting Minutes - March 

13, 2025 

(CA) BB. Budget Adjustments 

Approval of consent agenda = “motion to approve 

these adjustments” 

(CA) CC. Financial Reports 

Approval of consent agenda = “motion to receive and 

place these items on file” 

(CA) DD. Proclamations, Resolutions & Citations 
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Approval of consent agenda = “motion to adopt these 

Proclamations, Resolutions and Citations as prepared 

and presented” 

(CA) DD1. Proclamation - Mental Health Awareness Month 

(signed) 

(CA) DD2. Citation - Mt. Hope Huskies Swim Team (signed) 

(CA) DD3. Resolution No. 2025-4-23-I3 Pokanoket Management 

Group (signed) 

(CA) DD4. Resolution No. 2025-4-23-F1 Removal of accessible 

parking of 28 Shaws Lane (signed) 

(CA) DD5. Proclamation - 2025 Police Week May 11-17, 2025 

(signed) 

(CA) DD6. Proclamation - 2025 Professional Municipal Clerks 

Week May 4-10, 2025 (signed) 

(CA) EE. Utility Petitions 

Approval of consent agenda = “motion to approve 

these petitions” 

(CA) FF. City & Town Resolutions Not Previously Considered 

Approval of consent agenda = “motion to receive and 

place these items on file” 

(CA) GG. Distributions/Communications 

Approval of consent agenda = “motion to receive and 

place these items on file” 

(CA) GG1. Award of Bid No. 1058-Town Administrator Contente to 

Christopher Cronin, Beta Group regarding Award of 

Bid No. 1058 - Professional Engineering Services 

Related to Wastewater Treatment Facility and 

Collection System Projects  

(CA) GG2. DEM Bureau of Environmental Protection (Compliance 

and Inspection) to Town Administrator Contente re 

Notice of Violation resolution 

(CA) GG3. Amended Town Administrators 2024 Annual Report 

(CA) GG4. Craig Evans, Bristol-Warren Village Organization  
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(CA) HH. Distributions/Notice of Meetings 

(Office copy only) 

Approval of consent agenda = “motion to receive and 

place these items on file” 

(CA) HH1. CRMC Meeting Notice re 267 Thames Street - May 13, 

2025 

(CA) HH2. Bristol Fourth of July Sub Committee Parade - May 6, 

2025 

(CA) HH3. Bristol Fourth of July General Committee Meeting - 

May 6, 2025 

(CA) HH4. Conservation Commission Meeting - May 6, 2025 

(CA) II. Claims (Referrals) 

Approval of consent agenda = “motion to refer these 

items to the Insurance Committee and at its 

discretion to the Interlocal Trust” 

(CA) JJ. Miscellaneous Items Requiring Council Approval 

Approval of consent agenda = “motion to approve 

these items” 

(CA) KK. Curb cut petitions as approved by the director of 

public works 

Approval of consent agenda = “motion to grant these 

curb cuts per the recommendation of, and conditions 

specified by, the Director of Public Works” 

Adjourned: ______________________ 

/mc 

Posted: MONTH, DD 2021 
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            A2 

 

Town Council Meeting Executive Session Minutes 

(sealed, council only) - April 23, 2025 
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TOWN COUNCIL- SPECIAL MEETING- MONDAY, APRIL 28, 2028 

10 COURT STREET, BRISTOL, RI 02809-2208     401-253-7000     FAX 401-253-2647     www.bristolri.gov 

The council met on Monday, April 28, 2025, and called to order 

at 7:00 p.m.   

 

PRESENT:   Council Chairman, Nathan Calouro 

Vice-Chairwoman, Mary Parella, 

Councilman, Antonio “Tony” Teixeira  

Councilman, Timothy Sweeney 

Councilman, Aaron Ley 

 

ALSO PRESENT:  Town Administrator, Steven Contente 

       Town Treasurer, Carl Carulli  

 

 

1. Adoption of Town Budget 2025-2026- Schedules “A,” “B” 

(included in Schedule “A”), and Schedule “C”  

 

Teixeira/Sweeney– Voted 

unanimously to adopt the 2025-2026 

Town Budget as follows: 

 

Schedule A - ($64,326,511) 

Schedule B - ($742,200)[incl. in Sched. A]  

Schedule C - ($7,239,987) 

Totaling -    $71,566,498  

Prior to the vote being taken, Chairman Calouro thanked the 

Department Heads, Town Administrator, Town Treasurer, Town 

Clerk, and Council Members for their hard work on the 2025-2026 

budget. It was noted that more than 50% of the budget is 

allocated to education. 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE INTERVIEWS AND APPOINTMENTS 

 

 Rogers Free Library Board of Trustees- (2 unexpired three-year 

terms set to expire January 2027 and January 2028) 

It is hereby noted for the record that the Council agreed, by 

consensus, to consider this matter for vote at the next council 

meeting scheduled for May 7, 2025. 

a. Thomas "Bart" Ferris, 142 High Street - interest/appointment 

The Council heard from Mr. Ferris who expressed his interest in 

becoming a member of the Rogers Free Library Board. Discussions 

ensued between members of the Council and Mr. Ferris pertaining 

to Mr. Ferris’s qualifications and experiences.  Mr. Ferris also 

stated why he would consider himself to be a good fit for the 

position. 
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b. Nancy Kellner, 10 Hope Street- interest/appointment 

The Council heard from Mrs. Kelner who expressed her interest in 

becoming a member of the Rogers Free Library Board. Discussions 

ensued between members of the Council and Mrs. Kelner pertaining 

to Mrs. Kelner’s qualifications and experiences.  Mrs. Kelner 

also stated why she would consider herself to be a good fit for 

the position. 

c. Chris Allen, 423 Hope Street, Unit D - interest/appointment 

The Council heard from Mr. Allen who expressed his interest in 

becoming a member of the Rogers Free Library Board. Discussions 

ensued between members of the Council and Mr. Allen pertaining 

to Mr. Allen’s qualifications and experiences.  Mr. Allen also 

stated why he would consider himself to be a good fit for the 

position. 

d. Kaitlyn Carmody, 12 Ellen Street - interest/appointment 

The Council heard from Mrs. Kelner who expressed her interest in 

becoming a member of the Rogers Free Library Board. Discussions 

ensued between members of the Council and Mrs. Kelner pertaining 

to Mrs. Kelner’s qualifications and experiences.  Mrs. Kelner 

also stated why she would consider herself to be a good fit for 

the position. 

e. David Perry, 15 Ambrose Drive - interest/appointment 

The Council heard from Mr. Perry who expressed his interest in 

becoming a member of the Rogers Free Library Board. Discussions 

ensued between members of the Council and Mr. Perry pertaining 

to Mr. Perry’s qualifications and experiences.  Mr. Perry also 

stated why he would consider himself to be a good fit for the 

position. 

f. Christina (Tina) Palmer, 7 Church Cove Road - interest in 

appointment, interview tentatively scheduled for May 7th  

g. recommendation - RFL Board of Trustees 

 

 Harbor Commission Advisory Committee - 3 three-year terms, 2 set 

to expire August 2025 and 1 term set to expire August 2026 

It is hereby noted for the record that the Council agreed, by 

consensus, to consider this matter for vote at the next council 

meeting scheduled for May 7, 2025. 
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a. Michael Cabral, 10 Alves Street- interest/appointment 

The Council heard from Mr. Cabral who expressed his interest in 

becoming a member of the Harbor Commission Advisory Board. 

Discussions ensued between members of the Council and Mr. Cabral 

pertaining to Mr. Cabral’s qualifications and experiences.  Mr. 

Cabral also stated why he would consider himself to be a good 

fit for the position. 

b. Jeff Doran, 4 Dolly Drive - interest/appointment 

The Council heard from Mr. Doran who expressed his interest in 

becoming a member of the Harbor Commission Advisory Board. 

Discussions ensued between members of the Council and Mr. Doran 

pertaining to Mr. Doran’s qualifications and experiences.  Mr. 

Doran also stated why he would consider himself to be a good fit 

for the position. 

c. Raymond DeLeo, 3 Captain Street - interest/appointment 

The Council heard from Mr. DeLeo who expressed his interest in 

becoming a member of the Harbor Commission Advisory Board. 

Discussions ensued between members of the Council and Mr. DeLeo 

pertaining to Mr. DeLeo’s qualifications and experiences.  Mr. 

DeLeo also stated why he would consider himself to be a good fit 

for the position. 

d. Paul Labonte, 22 Casey Drive- interest/appointment 

The Council heard from Mr. Labonte who expressed his interest in 

becoming a member of the Harbor Commission Advisory Board. 

Discussions ensued between members of the Council and Mr. 

Labonte pertaining to Mr. Labonte’s qualifications and 

experiences.  Mr. Labonte also stated why he would consider 

himself to be a good fit for the position. 

 

There being no further business, upon a motion by Councilman 

Sweeney, seconded by Councilman Teixeira and voted unanimously, 

the Chairman declared this meeting to be adjourned at 8:58 pm.  

 

____________________________ 

Melissa Cordeiro, Town Clerk 

Council Clerk  
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Please run as a 2 column x 4 inch DISPLAY advertisement in the April 24, 2025 edition of the Bristol 
Phoenix and charge to the Town of Bristol, Planning Department CDBG account. For more 
information, please call Diane Williamson at 401 253-7000 x 126. 

. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

TOWN OF BRISTOL 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 

 
The Town of Bristol is preparing an application for a Community Development Block Grant to 

undertake the following activities and programs: 

 

1) Public Facilities: Provide funding to support renovation of Walley School building. 

 

   Amount: $800,000 

 

2) Public Facilities: Provide funding to support renovations to the food pantry portion of the 

East Bay Food Pantry & Thrift Shop.   

Amount: $250,000 

A Public Hearing will be held on Wednesday, May 7, 2025 at 7pm in the Town Hall at 10 Court Street, for the 

purpose of obtaining citizens’ views and comments concerning the proposed activities and programs.  

Written or oral comments may provided at the public hearing or to Diane Williamson, Director of 

Community Development prior to the public hearing by emailing dwilliamson@bristolri.gov. For any 

additional questions please contact the Bristol Community Development Department at 401-253-7000 ext. 

126. The Town Hall is handicapped accessible.  Individuals requiring language interpreter or reader services 

for the hearing impaired (TDD) or auxiliary aids for the vision impaired must contact the Town Clerk at 253-

7000, 72 hours in advance of the meeting date. 
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Authorizing Resolution 

The following certification must be completed and submitted as part of the final application:  

This is certified as a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Council of the Town  of Bristol at a meeting 

held on May 7, 2025. 

 WHEREAS, funds are available under the Rhode Island Community Development Block Grant 

Program, administered by the Executive Office of Commerce, Office of Housing and Community 

Development; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of Rhode Island has authorized the Director of said 

Department/Office to disburse such funds; and, 

 WHEREAS, it is in the interest of the citizens of the Town of  Bristol that application be made to 

undertake a local Community Development Block Grant Program. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN  

OF: BRISTOL                                                 

That the filing of this application for the amount of $1,050,000 to implement the activities proposed 

herein hereby authorized and that  Steven Contente (Chief Executive Officer) is hereby authorized and 

directed to file this application with the Office of Housing and Community Development, to provide any 

additional information or documents required by said office, to make any assurances required in 

connection with this program, to execute an agreement with the State of Rhode Island and to otherwise 

act as the Representative of the Town of Bristol in all matters relating to this application and any award 

which may be based upon this application. 

Date: May 7, 2025 Signature: 

Seal: 

 
 

 

Title: Chairman, Bristol Town Council  
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Project Proposal Abstracts.  For each activity, provide a project abstract.  Be sure to specify how the 

CDBG funds will be used, who/how many will benefit, the need for the activity, other funding, and any 

other information that will assist the CDBG Committee in their review.  10 line limit.  The space for 

each abstract will expand as needed to contain inserted text. 

Project 

Priority 

Project Title Amount 

Requested 

 

 

Insert abstract below: 
1 Walley School  $800,000 

Abstract >  To support rehabilitation of Walley School building into a senior center 

 2 East Bay Food Pantry and 

Thrift Shop  

$250,000 Insert abstract below: 

Abstract >  To support rehabilitation of food pantry portion of the East Bay Food Pantry and Thrift Shop.  

3 Home Repair  $ TBD Insert abstract below: 

Abstract > To support necessary home repairs for qualified applicants of the Bristol Home Repair Program 
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2ND READING 

 

LEGAL NOTICE 

 

TOWN OF BRISTOL 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE 

 No. 2025-03 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT TO 

CHAPTER 17 

OF THE ORDINANCES OF THE BRISTOL TOWN CODE 
 

 

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED by the Town Council of Bristol, Rhode Island, that Chapter 

17 of the Ordinances of the Town of Bristol be amended as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 17 – OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

* * * 

 

ARTICLE II – ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ESTABLISHMENTS 

 

* * * 

Sec. 17-82. - Number of licenses.  

Alcoholic beverage licenses within the town shall be limited in quantity as follows:  

* * * 

(2) For class B limited, there shall be a maximum of eight seven licenses; 

 

* * * 

 

This ordinance shall take place upon its passage. 

 

The Town Council will be in session in the Town Hall, Council Chambers, on May 28, 2025.   

If remonstrance in the meantime, a petition bearing the valid signatures of at least twenty (20) 

qualified voters must be filed with the Town Clerk requesting a Public Hearing, such hearing 

must be held before final action may be taken on said ordinance 

 

 

 

By Order of the Town Council 

Melissa Cordeiro  

COUNCIL CLERK 

 

May 15, 2025 
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2ND READING 
 

LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF BRISTOL 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE  

No. 2025-04 

 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT TO 

CHAPTER 17 

OF THE ORDINANCES OF THE BRISTOL TOWN CODE 

  

Notice is hereby given that the regular meeting of the Bristol Town Council held on Wednesday evening, May 

7, 202, the following ordinance was adopted  

 

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED by the Town Council of Bristol, Rhode Island, that Chapter 17, Offenses and 

Miscellaneous Provisions, are hereby amended as follows: 
 

*   *   * 

CHAPTER 17 – OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
 

*   *   * 

ARTICLE II:  Alcoholic Beverage Establishments  

*   *   * 

Sec. 17-82. - Number of licenses. 

 

Alcoholic beverage licenses within the town shall be limited in quantity as follows: 

*   *   * 

(4) For B-V, there shall be a maximum of 32- 33 licenses; 

 

*   *   * 
 

This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage. 

 

The Town Council will be in session in the Town Hall, Council Chambers, on May 28, 2025.   

If remonstrance in the meantime, a petition bearing the valid signatures of at least twenty (20) qualified voters 

must be filed with the Town Clerk requesting a Public Hearing, such hearing must be held before final action 

may be taken on said ordinance 

 

 

 

By Order of the Town Council 

Melissa Cordeiro  

COUNCIL CLERK 

 

May 15, 2025 
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2ND READING 

 

LEGAL NOTICE 

 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE  

No. 2025-05 

 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT TO 

CHAPTER 16 

OF THE ORDINANCES OF THE BRISTOL TOWN CODE 

 

* * * 

 

CHAPTER 16 – MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC 

 

* * * 

 

ARTICLE V. - STOPPING, STANDING AND PARKING 

 

Sec. 16-143. - Parking prohibited at all times. 

 

In addition to the parking regulations contained in section 16-7, no vehicle shall be parked at any 

time on the following streets or portions thereof: 

 

* * * 

 

Shaws Lane, no parking across from the driveway of 28 Shaws Lane. 

 

 

* * * 

 
This ordinance shall take place upon its passage. 

 

The Town Council will be in session in the Town Hall, Council Chambers, on May 28, 2025.   

If remonstrance in the meantime, a petition bearing the valid signatures of at least twenty (20) 

qualified voters must be filed with the Town Clerk requesting a Public Hearing, such hearing 

must be held before final action may be taken on said ordinance 

 

 

 

By Order of the Town Council 

Melissa Cordeiro  

COUNCIL CLERK 

 

May 15, 2025 
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1 
 

2nd READING 

LEGAL NOTICE 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE  

No. 2025-06 

 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT TO 

CHAPTER 16 

OF THE ORDINANCES OF THE BRISTOL TOWN CODE 

 

* * * 

CHAPTER 16 – MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC 

* * * 

ARTICLE IX. – RESIDENTIAL PARKING 

* * * 

Sec. 16-343. - Residential parking zone. 

(a) Residential parking streets shall be all streets and intersections within and bounded by on the 

west by Bristol Harbor, on the south by Constitution Street, on the north by Franklin Street, and 

on the east by High Street (excluding those portions of High Street situated north of 

Congregational Street and south of the town common). That portion of Thames Street between 

Franklin Street and Washington Street will be included in the residential parking zone. Ambrose 

Court, Ambrose Drive and Columban Drive will also be included in the residential parking zone. 

That portion of Burton Street, between Hope Street and High Street will also be included in the 

residential parking zone. Constitution Street, from High Street easterly to Wood Street, Cooke 

Street, High Street from Church Street southerly to Union Street, Hope Street from Union Street 

to Summer Street, Noyes Avenue, Pearse Avenue, Pleasant Street, State Street from High Street 

to Wood Street, Union Street, William Street, and Wood Street from State Street southerly to 

Union Street shall also be included in the residential parking zone. The north side of Burnside 

Street beginning at #25 and continuing east until High Street shall also be included in the 

residential parking zone. 

The residential parking streets shall be all streets and intersections within and bounded by the 

following area: from a point at the intersection of Hope Street and Washington Street, continuing 

easterly to the intersection of Washington Street and High Street, continuing southerly to the 

intersection of High Street and Franklin Street, continuing easterly to the intersection of Wood 

Street and Franklin Street, continuing southerly to the intersection of Wood Street and Shaws 

Lane, continuing easterly to the intersection of Shaws Lane and Ryan Avenue, continuing 

southerly to the intersection of Ryan Avenue and State Street, continuing easterly to the 

intersection of State Street and Third School Street, continuing southerly to the intersection of 

Third School Street and Mount Hope Avenue, continuing westerly to the intersection of Mount 

Hope Avenue and Wood Street, continuing southerly to the intersection of Wood Street and 
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Walley Street, continuing westerly to the intersection of Walley Street and Hope Street, 

continuing northerly to the intersection of Hope Street and Constitution Street, continuing 

westerly to the intersection of Constitution Street and Thames Street, continuing northerly to the 

intersection of Thames Street and Hope Street, then continuing northerly to the point of origin at 

the intersection of Hope Street and Washington Street. The residential parking zone shall also 

include the following: Easterbrooks Avenue; Third School Street; Mount Hope Avenue between 

Third School Street and Second School Street; and State Street between Easterbrooks Avenue 

and Ryan Avenue. 

(b) Those streets included within the residential parking zone are limited to two-hour parking, 

with the exception of: 

(1) State Street between Hope Street and Thames Street, which is limited to one hour between 

the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., except Sundays and legal holidays; and 

(2) The streets listed in section 16-345. 

* * * 

Sec. 16-345. - Designated residential parking streets. 

(a) The following streets are designated as residential parking streets, daily, during the hours of 

five p.m. to seven a.m.: 

Bradford Street, from Hope Street to Central Street; 

Central Street, from Bradford Street to Wardwell Street; 

Church Street, from Hope Street to Wood Street; 

Constitution Street, from Bristol Harbor to High Street; 

Court Street, from Hope Street to High Street; 

High Street, from Church Street to Congregational Street; 

State Street, from Hope Street to High Street; 

Thames Street, from Franklin Street to Oliver Street; 

Wardwell Street, from Hope Street to Central Street. 

(b) The following streets are designated as residential parking streets, daily, 24 hours. 

Bradford Street, from Thames Street to Hope Street; 

Bradford Street, from Central Street to High Street; 

Burnside Street, on the north side beginning at #25 and continuing east until High Street; 

Byfield Street; 

Central Street, from Bradford Street northerly to dead end. 
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Church Street, from Thames Street to Hope Street; 

Franklin Street, from Thames Street to High Street, except as set forth in subsection 16-

146(4); 

John Street; 

Milk Street; 

Thames Street, from Franklin Street southerly to dead end. 

Walley Street, south side from Hope Street west to the beach area. 

(c) The following streets are designated as residential parking streets, no overnight parking 

except with resident sticker: 

Bay Street; 

Bourne Street; 

Bradford Street, from High Street to Wood Street; 

Burnside Street; 

Burton Street; 

Congregational Street; 

Constitution Street, from High Street easterly to Wood Street, both sides; 

Cooke Street; 

Cottage Street; 

Easterbrooks Avenue; 

First School Street; 

Franklin Street, from High Street to Wood Street; 

High Street, from Church Street southerly to Walley Street, both sides; 

High Street, from Washington Street to Congregational Street; 

Hope Street, from Washington Street to Franklin Street; 

Howe Street; 

Mount Hope Avenue, from Wood Street to Third School Street; 

Murphy Avenue; 

Noyes Avenue; 

Oliver Street, from Thames Street to High Street; 
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Pearse Avenue; 

Pleasant Street; 

Rock Street; 

Ryan Avenue; 

Second School Street; 

Shaws Lane; 

State Street, from High Street easterly to Third School Street, both sides; 

Summer Street; 

Third School Street; 

Union Street; 

Walley Street, from Hope Street to High Street; 

Washington Street from Hope Street to High Street 

William Street; 

Wood Street, from Franklin Street southerly to Walley Street, both sides. 

* * * 

This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage. 

 

The Town Council will be in session in the Town Hall, Council Chambers, on May 28, 2025.   

If remonstrance in the meantime, a petition bearing the valid signatures of at least twenty (20) 

qualified voters must be filed with the Town Clerk requesting a Public Hearing, such hearing 

must be held before final action may be taken on said ordinance 

  

  

By Order of the Town Council 

Melissa Cordeiro  

COUNCIL CLERK 

  

May 15, 2025 
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1st READING 
PROPOSED 

ORDINANCE NO.2025-08 

 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT TO  

THE ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF BRISTOL 

 

 

 IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED by the Town Council of Bristol, Rhode Island, that Chapter 

8, Boats, Docks, and Waterways, is hereby amended as follows: 

 

 

* * * 

 

Sec. 8-76. - Independence Park Boat Ramp.  

 

(a) The following restrictions shall apply to use of the Independence Park Boat Ramp:  

 

(1) No vehicle, truck, bus, or trailer exceeding a maximum axle load of 32,000 pounds 

shall be permitted to use the Independence Park Boat Ramp.  

 

(2) No vehicle, truck, bus, or trailer, other than those with rubber tires, shall be permitted 

to use the Independence Park Boat Ramp.  

 

(3) No vessels or equipment, including but not limited to landing craft, bow ramps, 

external ramps, gangways, and grounded vessels/barges, shall be permitted to use the 

Independence Park Boat Ramp, unless permission is granted by the Harbormaster.  

 

(b) Any person found in violation of this section shall be fined $500.00.  

 

Secs. 8-77– 8-90. Reserved. 

 

 

 

* * * 

 
This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

\\SERVER1\Share\Bristol\Ordinances\Bristol - Ordinance re Independence Park Boat Ramp d2.docx 
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April 30, 2025 
 
 
TO:   Melissa Cordeiro, Town Clerk 
  Town Council 
 
FROM:  Alayne White, Chair 250 Commission 
 
RE:   Request for additional board member appointments 
 
 
 
 
We have a board of eleven who have made the commitment to serve on the 250 
commission. For a variety of reasons, there have been challenges with attendance and 
some participation for a variety of reasons. This has caused us to lack a quorum for 
some meetings. 
 
I am requesting that we appoint 2-3 more members who can wholly participate so we 
can gain more traction for this important event.  
 
I have spoken with a few community members who have expressed interest and would 
appreciate your consideration.  
 
I will forward the names per your request. 
 
Thank you! 
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REVISED RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF BRISTOL 

Formation of the Bristol 250th Commission 

(Bristol 250th Semi-quincentennial Commission) 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Bristol recognizes the significance of the upcoming 250th anniversary 

of the United States of America; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Bristol has a rich history deeply intertwined with the ideals of 

freedom, equality, and independence; and 

WHEREAS, it is important to celebrate and commemorate this history and promote civic pride 

within our community; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Bristol seeks to actively engage in planning and organizing events, 

activities, and initiatives to honor Rhode Island's contributions to the United States' founding 

principles; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Bristol Town Council as follows: 

 

Section 1: Establishment of the Bristol 250th Commission 

1.1. The Town of Bristol hereby establishes the "Bristol 250th Commission," which shall 

be active for a period from December 1, 2023, to December 1, 2027. 

 

Section 2: Composition of the Bristol 250th Commission 

2.1. The Bristol 250th Commission shall consist of eleven (11) board members, as 

follows: 

Three (5) members shall be appointed by the Town Council. 

One (1) member shall be appointed by the Town Administrator with the consent 

of the Council. 

One (1) member shall represent Explore Bristol; the representative to be 

appointed by the Town Council. 

One (1) member shall represent the Bristol Fourth of July Committee; the 

representative to be appointed by the Town Council. 

One (1) member shall represent the Bristol Historical and Preservation Society; 

the representative to be appointed by the Town Council. 

One (1) member shall represent the Bristol Warren Regional School District; the 

representative to be appointed by the Town Council. 
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One (1) member shall represent Roger Williams University; the representative to 

be appointed by the Town Council. 

 

 

Section 3: Responsibilities of the Bristol 250th Commission 

3.1. The Bristol 250th Commission is tasked with the following responsibilities: 

To plan and organize events, activities, and initiatives that celebrate and 

commemorate Rhode Island's historical contributions to the ideals of freedom, 

equality, and independence as we approach the nation's 250th anniversary. 

To promote civic pride and local history awareness within the Town of Bristol. 

To collaborate with relevant organizations, institutions, and community groups to 

achieve the commission's goals. 

To engage in fundraising efforts to support activities that promote civic pride and 

acknowledge local history, including decorations, events, and activities. 

 

Section 4: Funding and Support 

4.1.  The Commission shall request from the Town Council during the January 2024 

municipal budget process to support initial planning incidentals and cover printing of 

brochures or press materials to support the activities and initiatives of the Bristol 250th 

Commission. 

 

Section 5: Reporting and Accountability 

 

5.1. The Bristol 250th Commission shall provide progress reports and/or meeting minutes 

to the Town Council on a quarterly basis, outlining their activities, expenditures, and 

progress toward their goals. 

 

Passed as a resolution of the Bristol Town Council this 8th day of May 2024. 

________________________________ 

Nathan Calouro, Chairman  

Bristol Town Council 

ATTEST: 
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ATTEST: ___________________________ 

  Melissa Cordeiro, Town Clerk 
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Principal Wildlife Biologist

Dylan Ferreira

Deer Hunting Bristol Cooperative 
Summary

2024-2025
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Bristol Hunting Cooperative

• Collaborated with Bristol Town Council, Police Department, Town 
Planner

• Archery deer hunting only

• September 15 – January 31

• Hunting license and deer permits required

• Hunter education required

• Archery Proficiency certification required

• 200' Buffer from all occupiable dwellings

• Legal hunting hours: 30 mins prior to sunrise to 30 mine after sunset
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Hopeworth Skaters Pond
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Minturn100 Acre Woods
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Bristol Deer Harvest

Property 2023 2024

100 Acre Woods 12 10

Hopeworth 13 12

Minturn 10 8

Skaters Pond 2 3

Veterans Home 3 1

Private 23 25

Grand Total 63 59
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2024-2025 Incidents

• Hunting along, upon, across road: 1

• Artificial illumination of deer/wildlife: 1

• No deer tags: 1

• Deer hunting without landowner permission: 1

• Failure to check deer: 2

• Tree stand violation: 2

• No archery proficiency: 2

• Feeding deer: 20 (All at Colt State Park)

• General public/hunter injuries: 0

• Mandated by law to report
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Ongoing Research

• Statewide aerial survey

• Complete survey at Colt State Park
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Questions?
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FY26-27 Municipal Agreement 11/14/24 1 

SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING SERVICES AGREEMENT 

Between the 

RHODE ISLAND RESOURCE RECOVERY CORPORATION 

And the 

Town of Bristol

This solid waste and recycling services agreement (Agreement) is made and entered into by 
and jointly between The Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation, ("The Corporation" or 
“Corporation” or “RIRRC”) a quasi-public corporation organized under the laws of the State of 
Rhode Island, and the Town of Bristol, (hereinafter "Municipality"), a municipal corporation 
organized and existing under the laws of the State of Rhode Island, with a business address at 
10 Court Road Bristol, RI 02809. In consideration of the mutual covenants, promises and 
payments set forth herein, The Corporation and Municipality do hereby agree as follows: 

1. TERM.   The term of this Agreement shall commence on the date of municipal execution or July 1,
2025 whichever is the later and end on June 30, 2027, unless sooner terminated or extended as
provided herein.

2. DISPOSAL OF MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE.   For the term of this agreement and pursuant to Rhode
Island General Law (“RIGL”) Chapters 23-18.9-1 et seq. and 23-19-3, Municipality agrees to deliver
for disposal to the Corporation's landfill located at 65 Shun Pike, Johnston, R.I. (hereinafter "Landfill"
or “Central Landfill”), one hundred percent (100%) of its Municipal Solid Waste as defined in RIGL §
23-19-5(5) for which Municipality has undertaken the collection, transfer or disposal, (hereinafter
"MSW"), and the Corporation agrees to accept and dispose of one hundred percent (100%) of
Municipality's MSW.

Municipality shall be deemed to have undertaken the collection, transfer or disposal of that MSW for
which it:

a) Provides any of these aforementioned services through a contract or license, or by municipal
employees, or

b) Pays for any of these aforementioned services with municipal funds, enterprise funds or the like,
or

c) Assigns, subject to the Corporation’s approval, the use of its municipal waste cap for disposal at
the Landfill to a third party in accordance with RIGL § 23-19-13(g)(3) and 23-18.9-1(b)(3).

Waste collected from individual municipalities shall be direct hauled to the corporation and not be 
comingled with waste from other sources unless otherwise approved in accordance with the provisions 
of the corporation’s Municipal Transfer Policy (See Section 10 and attachment 5). 

Ineligible Solid Waste.   This Agreement shall not apply to the disposal of any other type of solid 
waste, including, but not limited to: 1) solid waste generated by residents of a municipality in the course 
of their employment; 2) solid waste generated by any manufacturing or commercial enterprise or, 3) 
solid waste for which Municipality has not undertaken the collection, transfer or disposal, as set forth 
above.  

3. FEES FOR THE DISPOSAL OF MSW.   For the duration of the term of this Agreement, Municipality
agrees to pay the Corporation the municipal disposal fee set in accordance with the Rule “Municipal
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FY26-27 Municipal Agreement 11/14/24 2 

Solid Waste Disposal Fee Pricing Structure and Procedure”, § 845-RICR-00-004 (Attachment 1), as 
adopted by the RIRRC Board of Commissioners on November 21, 2024, for the disposal of all its 
MSW up to its annual MSW Cap as defined herein below. The municipal disposal fee will be sixty-
three dollars ($63.00) per ton in Fiscal Year 2026 (the one-year period from July 1, 2025 through June 
30, 2026) and sixty-three dollars ($63.00) per ton in Fiscal Year 2027 (the one-year period from July 
1, 2026 through June 30, 2027). 

a) Municipal Solid Waste Cap (MSW Cap). MSW Cap means the MSW tonnage established by
the Corporation for each municipality to dispose of at the municipal disposal fee. The MSW Cap
is calculated each year in accordance with the Rule “Rhode Island Resource Recovery Annual
Municipal Solid Waste Cap Allotments,” § 845-RICR-00-003 (Attachment 2). The Corporation
shall notify municipalities of the MSW Caps for the following fiscal year no later than April 1 of
each current year.

b) “Over the Cap” MSW Disposal Fee: During Fiscal Year 2026 and Fiscal Year 2027, Municipality 
agrees to pay the Corporation the then current non-municipal Solid Waste – Commercial Non-
Contract Gate Rate (RIRRC Fee Schedule Code 101) for disposal of all MSW in excess of its
annual MSW Cap.

There shall be a minimum charge of one (1) ton for any load of MSW. 

4. BILLING AND PAYMENT.  The Corporation shall bill Municipality monthly for the services rendered
and Municipality agrees to pay all sums due within thirty (30) days of invoice date.

5. EARLY PAYMENT DISCOUNT.    Upon receipt of full payment of an invoice within twenty (20) days
of the invoice date which brings the Municipality’s outstanding balance to zero, Municipality shall
receive a one-and-one-half percent (1.5%) discount from the invoice's amount. Municipality's eligibility
expires monthly and is renewed monthly with the issuance of each month's invoice.

6. DELIVERY OF RECYCLABLES FOR PROCESSING.   Municipality agrees to deliver to the
Corporation's Materials Recycling Facility (hereinafter "MRF") at 33 Shun Pike in Johnston one
hundred percent (100%) of the Mixed Recyclables, as defined herein below, which are collected within
its borders under its municipal recycling program.

For purposes of this Agreement, “Mixed Recyclables” includes materials defined as “Mixed Recycling”
in the “Materials Acceptance Criteria,” attached and incorporated herein by reference (Attachment 3).
These Mixed Recyclables are generated by a household during the normal course of the day which
are then placed in a recycling container set out for collection or are delivered to a recycling drop off
facility or from a commercial recycling program for which Municipality has assumed responsibility for
collection, either directly by municipal employees or through a contract or license. Municipality agrees
to deliver all Mixed Recyclables collected under its municipal recycling program regardless of whether
they are collected in a curbside program or through a drop-off program. The Corporation may allow
additional materials to be accepted as Mixed Recyclables from time to time, and would therefore be
subject to the terms of this Agreement.

Municipality must request in writing permission from the Executive Director to direct mixed recyclables
to an alternate recycler via a variance request, due to the Corporation by June 1 for the following fiscal
year. Requests will be considered on a two year basis that coincides with the term of this agreement.
The Corporation agrees to process and market one hundred percent (100%) of said municipally
collected Mixed Recyclables that are delivered to the Corporation and meet the criteria outlined in the
Corporation’s Materials Acceptance Criteria (Attachment 3) for as long as such markets exist and it is
economically beneficial to do so, at no cost to Municipality, pursuant to RIGL § 23-19-31. Loads of
Mixed Recyclables that don’t meet the minimum quality standards may be rejected by the Corporation.
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a) MRF Load Inspection and Rejection Procedure: The minimum quality standards have been 
established for Mixed Recycling and are defined in Attachment 3, Materials Acceptance Criteria. 
The rejection of a load by the MRF inspector is binding on all parties. The Corporation will notify 
the Municipality electronically by e-mail of any rejected loads, generally within 24 hours after the 
close of business on the day of the load rejection. Load rejection email notifications will normally 
include a report identifying the material quality issue and include photographs of the 
contamination. Continued failure of Municipality to meet the minimum quality standards may result 
in a determination that this agreement has been breached. Municipality shall have the right to 
appeal the termination of the Agreement, and the appeal shall be heard by the Corporation’s 
Board of Commissioners. 

b) Rejected Loads.  There will be an Equipment Use/MRF Rejected Load Handling Charge 
assessed for any load of municipal Mixed Recyclables that is rejected by the MRF, requiring 
reloading into a RIRRC vehicle for transfer to the landfill. The tonnage associated with the rejected 
load will be charged to the Municipality at its applicable MSW rate and applied to the Municipality’s 
annual MSW Cap as defined in Section 3 of this Agreement. 

7. MUNICIPAL RECYCLING AND DIVERSION PLANS.   Pursuant to RIGL § 23-19-13(e)(3), the 
municipality’s 2025-2026 Recycling and Diversion Plan (Plan) serves as an addendum to this 
Agreement. The Corporation shall have the right to execute or deny execution of this Agreement 
pending approval of the Plan addendum. It includes a residential and municipal waste stream 
evaluation and a description of the process by which thirty-five percent (35%) of its solid waste will be 
recycled and fifty percent (50%) of its solid waste will be diverted from landfilling. The Municipality is 
responsible for implementing the plan and reporting on the results. Reporting will be accomplished 
through completion of the Corporation’s 2025 annual data survey. An updated municipal recycling and 
diversion plan for the 2027 and 2028 time frame will be provided to the Corporation prior to February 
1, 2027. 

8. DISPOSAL FEES FOR OTHER MATERIALS.   Municipality agrees to pay the Corporation, any 
appropriate fees for other materials delivered as set forth in its then current Fee Schedule. Municipality 
agrees to only deliver materials that the Corporation accepts as outlined in Attachment 3 (Materials 
Acceptance Criteria). Municipality is encouraged to find alternate disposal or recycling options for other 
materials that can be diverted from the Central Landfill, including appliances (white goods), batteries, 
bulky rigid plastics, construction & demolition debris (C&D), leaf & yard waste (including brush, 
Christmas trees and stumps), scrap metal, unrecoverable (non-recyclable) mattresses, tires, and 
wood pallets, but excluding Mixed Recyclables as defined in Section 6. 

a) Leaf & Yard Waste. For the term of this agreement and pursuant to RIGL § 23-19-3(17), the 
Corporation shall accept segregated leaf and yard waste from Municipality at no cost for tonnage 
up to its annual leaf and yard waste Cap (L&YW Cap). The L&YW Cap shall mean the leaf and 
yard waste tonnage established by the Corporation for each municipality, calculated by multiplying 
the municipal population (as determined by the more current of the decennial U.S. Census or the 
State of Rhode Island Statewide Planning Population Projections) by 0.025 tons. The L&YW Caps 
for the following fiscal year shall be disseminated with the MSW Caps, as outlined in Section 3 
above, no later than April 1 of each current year.  

i) Leaf and Yard Waste Borrowing Program.  Municipalities shall have the opportunity to 
request leaf and yard waste cap from each other to hedge against overages. Pursuant to 
RIGL § 23-19-3(17), municipalities can borrow up to one-half (1/2) of their established L&YW 
Cap from other municipalities, subject to the provisions outlined in the Municipal Leaf and 
Yard Waste Debris Cap Sharing Policy and Form (Attachment 4), attached and incorporated 
herein by reference.  
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ii) “Over the Cap” L&YW Disposal Fee.  In accordance with RIGL § 23-19-3(17), Municipality 
agrees to pay the Corporation twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per ton for the acceptance of all 
leaf and yard waste in excess of its annual L&YW cap or adjusted L&YW Cap (the 
Municipality’s established annual L&YW Cap plus any tonnage received from the leaf and 
yard debris borrowing program). 

b) Construction and Demolition Debris (C&D).   Acceptable C&D is only that material as defined 
by RI Department of Environmental Management Solid Waste Regulation, § 250-RICR-140-05-1 
and further defined in Attachment 3 (Materials Acceptance Criteria). C&D is landfilled and tonnage 
will be applied against the Municipality’s annual MSW Cap as defined in Section 3 of this 
Agreement and charged to the Municipality at its applicable MSW rate. It is recommended that 
municipalities attempt to find alternate outlets for C&D. 

9. UNACCEPTABLE MATERIALS.   No materials delivered pursuant to this Agreement may contain: 
any waste generated or collected outside the State of Rhode Island; hazardous waste, as defined in 
RIGL § 23-19.1-4 (4); or any other waste prohibited in statutes, regulations or Materials Acceptance 
Criteria (Attachment 3) by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the R.I. Department of 
Environmental Management or The Corporation. This Agreement shall not apply to the disposal of 
any other type of solid waste as defined under “Ineligible Solid Waste” in Section 2. 

10. TRANSFER OF MATERIALS.   Municipality must apply to the Corporation in writing for permission to 
utilize a transfer station for the shipment of Mixed Recyclables, MSW, or any other material(s) as 
defined above in Section 8 and Attachment 3 (Materials Acceptance Criteria) to Corporation facilities 
for the term of this Agreement. These materials can be transferred only if the Corporation grants 
permission in writing to do so and all transfers must comply with the Corporation’s “Municipal Transfer 
Policy,” Attachment 5, attached and incorporated herein by reference.  

11. AGREEMENT INCENTIVES.  To be eligible to participate in the below incentive programs, 
Municipality must have fully executed this Agreement with the Corporation and meet the minimum 
applicable eligibility requirements of each: 

a) Finished Compost.   Pursuant to RIGL § 23-19-3 (17) and subject to the provisions outlined in 
the “Compost Distribution Policy,” Attachment 6, attached and incorporated herein by reference, 
the Corporation will periodically make finished compost available free of charge to those 
municipalities that have also delivered leaf and yard waste to the Corporation during the current 
fiscal year.  

b) MRF Profit Share.  When the Board of Commissioners authorizes, a MRF profit share shall be 
offered to eligible municipalities. MRF profit share will be based on a consistent measure of profit 
from the MRF operation and shared 50-50 between RIRRC and the municipalities as a group. 
The municipal share shall be distributed to those municipalities with executed Agreements based 
on the per ton pro rata share of municipal recyclables delivered to the MRF. The MRF profit will 
be calculated as the revenue derived from the sale of all MRF commodities less: all direct 
operating expenses from the MRF, capital depreciation associated with the MRF, disposal of 
process residue from the MRF, program grants and funding provided to municipalities, and a 
share of RIRRC administrative overhead. Municipality must use the recycling profit shares to 
further enhance and expand the municipal recycling and diversion program. Please use 
“Recycling Profit Share Annual Reporting Form” (Attachment 7) to record and report to the 
Corporation the use or intended use of the prior year’s profit share. The annual reporting form is 
due to the Corporation by August 1 of each year. 

Condition: The Corporation will offset any and all profit share funds from any amounts due to the 
Corporation from the Municipality with a receivable greater than sixty (60) days on the 
Corporation's monthly Account Receivable Aged Balance Report. 
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c) Municipal Grants.   When the Board of Commissioners authorizes, a competitive waste reduction 
and recycling enhancement grant program will provide funding for approved municipal proposals
as outlined in the “Municipal Grant Policy,” Attachment 8, attached and incorporated herein by
reference. Grant awards must be used solely for the purpose for which they were approved.
Payment of grant funds to recipients shall be as a reimbursement of approved expenditures only.

d) Tip Fee Rebate.   A “Fiscal Year-End Tip Fee Rebate (Rebate)” is defined as a fixed per ton
refund for MSW Cap wastes disposed, in accordance with Sections 2, 6, and 8 of this Agreement,
at the Corporation’s facilities during FY26 and FY27. This Rebate is issued to those municipalities
that qualify based on the following recyclable percentages, according to the actual recorded
tonnage delivered to the MRF:

i) One Dollar ($1.00) Rebate: Applies to any municipality that delivers Mixed Recyclables
between twenty-five percent (25%) and twenty-nine and ninety-nine hundredths percent
(29.99%) of its solid waste at the MRF.

ii) Two Dollars ($2.00) Rebate: For any municipality that delivers Mixed Recyclables between
thirty percent (30%) and thirty-four and ninety-nine hundredths percent (34.99%) of its solid
waste at the MRF.

iii) Three Dollars ($3.00) Rebate: For any municipality that delivers Mixed Recyclables greater
than thirty-five percent (35%) or more of its solid waste at the MRF.

Any municipality that delivers Mixed Recyclables between zero percent (0%) and twenty-four and 
ninety-nine hundredths percent (24.99%) of its solid waste at the MRF will not qualify for a Rebate. 

The Corporation shall issue a Rebate not later than September 1, 2026 and 2027 to those 
municipalities that qualified. The tonnage eligible for the Rebate in each fiscal year shall not 
exceed Municipality’s MSW Cap calculated for that year, as defined in Section 3. 

12. HOURS OF OPERATION.  The normal hours of operation for receiving materials at the Corporation’s
facilities including the landfill and MRF are Monday through Friday from 6:00 a.m. to 3:45 p.m., and
Saturday 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The Corporation’s facilities are closed on state holidays according
to the Corporation’s holiday schedule published annually. On the Saturday following a holiday closure,
the Corporation’s facilities will remain open until 1:00 p.m. The Corporation may close or modify the
hours upon reasonable notice to Municipality. Should the Governor of the State of Rhode Island
declare an official state of emergency resulting in road closures leading to the Corporation facilities,
the Corporation shall comply with the executive order immediately. In such cases, reasonable notice
of facility closure or a change in operating hours may not be able to be provided. Municipalities may
request an extension of the normal hours of operation due to extreme or unforeseen events, such as
natural disasters. The Corporation has sole discretion to grant such requests.

13. INFORMATION.   If Municipality engages the services of a private company or contractor to collect
and/or transport MSW or Mixed Recyclables, then a copy of this Agreement shall be included in any
request for bids and incorporated as a part of any agreement between Municipality and the private
party/contractor and the agreement between Municipality and the private party/contractor shall
expressly require the private party/contractor to abide by the terms of this Agreement.

14. TERMINATIONS AND REMEDIES.

a) TERMINATIONS. The Corporation has the absolute right in its sole discretion to terminate this
Agreement if the Corporation determines that Municipality is not abiding by the terms of this
Agreement or is otherwise not acting in conformance with Rhode Island laws and/or State
regulations. Municipality shall have the right to appeal any termination of the Agreement, and the
appeal shall be heard by the Corporation’s Board of Commissioners.
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b) REMEDIES. Failure of Municipality or the Corporation to perform the obligations hereunder shall
constitute a breach of contract. Ten business days after providing the other party with notice of a
breach of contract, a party may take any or all of the following steps:

i) Commence an action for damages and for injunctive relief;

ii) Pursue any other remedies available to it by law provided however that any delay or failure
in the performance by either party hereunder shall be excused to the extent caused by the
occurrence of a Force Majeure. For purposes of this Agreement, “Force Majeure” shall mean
a cause or event that is not reasonably foreseeable or otherwise caused by or under the
control of the party claiming Force Majeure, including acts of God, fires, floods, explosions,
riots, wars, hurricane, sabotage terrorism, vandalism, accident, restraint of government,
governmental acts, injunctions, labor strikes, and other like events that are beyond the
reasonable anticipation and control of the party affected thereby, despite such party’s
reasonable efforts to prevent, avoid, delay, or mitigate the effect of such acts, events or
occurrences, and which events or the effects thereof are not attributable to the party’s failure
to perform its obligations under this Agreement.

15. LICENSE RESTRICTIONS AND REQUIREMENTS.  Municipality agrees to be bound by any
additional requirements and/or restrictions, which may be imposed by the Environmental Protection
Agency, the RI Department of Environmental Management, or any other local agency, as a
requirement of its operating license(s) or by a change in the regulations.

16. GENERAL RELEASE.  Municipality, or its employees, agents, subcontractors or assigns (hereinafter
referred to as “Releasors”), in consideration of travelling on the property of the Rhode Island Resource
Recovery Corporation do hereby release, and forever quitclaim unto the said Corporation all manner
of actions, claims and demands arising out of any assistance that the Corporation may give to the
Releasors in pushing, towing, loading or cleaning any vehicles owned, rented, subcontracted or
otherwise utilized to transport Releasors materials that may be stopped from progressing for any
reason whatsoever.

17. COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS.   Municipality agrees to use its best efforts to ensure that Releasors,
and all MSW, Mixed Recyclables, as defined herein, and other materials delivered to the Corporation's
facilities by Releasors will comply with all state and federal laws and R.I. Department of Environmental
Management, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and Corporation rules, regulations, and policies
including any facility site regulations and policies. Releasors shall abide by all Corporation work rules,
practices and procedures. While they are present on Corporation property, Releasors shall act in a
safe, efficient and workmanlike fashion. The failure or refusal of Releasors to go, act, or follow
instructions of a Corporation official, operating manager or other responsible person of the Corporation
or its agents are grounds for the ejection of such person from Corporation property, and the removal
of the Releasors vehicle, whether or not it has been off-loaded. The Corporation’s “On-Site Safety
Policy” is attached and incorporated herein by reference (Attachment 9).

18. ASSIGNMENTS.   Municipality may not assign, transfer, broker or otherwise vest in any other
municipality, entity or person, any of its rights or obligations under this Agreement without the consent
of the Corporation. Corporation may sell or assign any of its rights or obligations under this Agreement
to any other entity, provided that Corporation shall provide written notice of same to Municipality within
fifteen (15) days of the assignment provided, however, that assignee agrees to undertake the
obligations herein.

19. GOVERNING LAW.   This Agreement shall be deemed to be a contract entered into and made
pursuant to the laws of the State of Rhode Island and shall in all respects be governed, construed,
applied and enforced in accordance with the laws of said state.
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20. ENTIRE AGREEMENT.   This Agreement and incorporated attachments represent the entire
understanding reached between the parties hereto with respect to Municipality's use of the
Corporation's facilities, and shall supersede or replace any prior understandings or agreements,
whether or not in writing. Any modifications hereof shall be in writing and shall be signed by appropriate
authorized representatives of Municipality and Corporation.

21. SEVERABILITY.   If any provision of this Agreement is declared invalid by any tribunal, the remaining
provisions of the Agreement shall not be affected thereby.

22. ATTACHMENTS.

(1) Municipal Solid Waste Disposal Fee Pricing Structure and Procedure
(2) Rhode Island Resource Recovery Annual Municipal Solid Waste Cap Allotments
(3) Materials Acceptance Criteria
(4) Municipal Leaf and Yard Debris Cap Sharing Policy & Form
(5) Municipal Transfer Policy & Form
(6) Compost Distribution Policy
(7) Recycling Profit Share Reporting Form
(8) Municipal Grant Policy
(9) On-Site Safety Policy

During the term of this Agreement, the Corporation will provide 30 days notice to the municipality prior 
to adopting any revisions to pertinent attachments. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed by their duly 
authorized representatives. 

FOR THE RHODE ISLAND RESOURCE RECOVERY CORPORATION: 

BY:  ___________________________________ Dated: ______________ 

Luigi Vergato, Executive Director 

BY:  ___________________________________ Dated: ______________ 

Raymond Ivers, Chief Financial Officer 

FOR THE MUNICIPALITY: Town of Bristol

The execution of this Agreement has been properly authorized by the governing body of the 
Municipality and is executed by the properly authorized official. 

BY:  ___________________________________ Dated: ____________________________ 

 Steve Contente, Town Administrator 
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BY:  ___________________________________ Dated: ____________________________ 

 Michael A. Ursillo Esq., Town Solicitor 

BY:  ___________________________________ Dated: ____________________________ 

 Christopher J. Parella, Director of Public Works  
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845-RICR-00-00-4

TITLE 845 – RESOURCE RECOVERY CORPORATION

CHAPTER 00 – N/A

SUBCHAPTER 00 – N/A

PART 4 - Municipal Solid Waste Disposal Fee Pricing Structure and Procedure 

4.1 Purpose

A. The purpose of this rule is to establish cost‐ based and predictable municipal
disposal fees to fund the Corporation’s requirements to provide safe,

environmentally compliant and cost effective disposal services to all RI
municipalities, while at the same time ensuring that the solid waste management

system remains financially self‐sufficient, reserving all cash surpluses for the
following reasons only:

1. Defer any future municipal price increases;

2. Fund required major capital investments i.e. a new MRF or other RIRRC

Board authorized reserves

3. Increase landfill life using surplus to offset revenue losses from lower

commercial volumes.

4.2 Overview

The municipal solid waste disposal fee pricing structure is based on projected 

operating cash expenses, projections for debt service and normalized capital 
requirements.  Each biennial review will produce firm two‐year municipal solid 

waste disposal fees, plus a planning estimate for the remaining three years of the
five year look‐ahead period. 

4.3 Authority

Pursuant to the provisions of R.I. Gen. Laws Chapters 23‐19‐1 et seq., including 
23‐19‐3, 23‐19‐10(5), 23‐19‐10(10), 23‐19‐13, 23‐19‐28.1, as amended, and in 

accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act, R.I. Gen. Laws Chapter 42‐
35, the Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation promulgates this rule for 

the purpose of establishing a Municipal Solid Waste Disposal Fee Pricing 
Structure and Procedure.
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4.4 Definitions

“Annual tonnage disposal target” means the target sum of solid waste tons 
received for disposal by RIRRC for both the commercial and the municipal 

sectors as projected in its Five‐Year Financial forecast prepared by October 1st 
of each year as per R.I. Gen. Laws § 23‐19‐37. 

“Capital” means funds used to acquire or upgrade business assets with a value 
over $10,000 and a useful life greater than one year.

“Cash surplus” means when the cash balance of the Corporation exceeds 
“minimum cash balance requirements”. 

“Cash deficit” means when the cash balance of the Corporation is below 
“minimum cash balance requirements”. 

“Cash from operations” means net income plus depreciation and closure post‐
closure costs. 

“Capping costs” means expenses required to cover the landfill when an active 
area is filled and can no longer accept solid waste for disposal. 

“Debt service cost” means payments of principal and interest on debt. 

“Disposal” means depositing, casting, throwing, leaving or abandoning materials 

that are no longer wanted, needed, or have reached the end of their useful life, 
which need to be further managed. 

“Disposal fee” means the price charged to the customer for the proper disposition
of an item or items of solid waste. 

“Extraordinary expenses” means cash outlays for non‐recurring or non‐operation 
expenses, such as remediation of regulatory issues, legal settlements and 

funding the landfill closure/post‐closure trust, that are not included in operating 
cash expenses, debt service, or normalized capital and closure expenses.   

“Equipment use fee” means the fee assessed to customers when assistance 
from the Corporation is needed, and the use of Corporation equipment is 

required. Such equipment may include a loader, bulldozer, roll‐off container, or 
tow line. 

“Fiscal year” means the period beginning July 1 and ending the following June 
30. 

“May” means permissive or discretionary. 

Attachment 1

203

Item I3.



“Minimum cash balance requirements” means the cash on hand needed for 
emergencies, pay ongoing operating expenses, comply with bond covenants and

fund authorized reserves as determined by the RIRRC Board of 
Commissioners.   

“MRF” means Materials Recycling Facility, specifically the facility located at 33 
Shun Pike, Johnston, Rhode Island. 

“Municipal disposal fee” means the fee, defined in R.I. Gen. Laws § 23‐19‐13(g)
(1), charged by the Corporation to municipalities for with which it has a long-term 

contract for the disposal of solid waste. This rule shall not supersede R.I. Gen. 
Laws § 23‐19‐13(g)(3). 

“Municipal solid waste”, or “MSW”, means that solid waste generated by the 
residents of a municipality in the course of their daily living, the disposal of which 

the governing body of that municipality has undertaken in the discharge of its 
duties to protect the health of the municipality. Municipal solid waste does not 

include solid waste generated by residents of a municipality in the course of their 
employment or that generated by any manufacturing or commercial enterprise, 

nor does it include hazardous waste as defined in R.I. Gen. Laws § 23‐19.1‐
4(4).   

“Normalized capital and capping” means the arithmetic average of the five years 
of projected annual capitalized expenditures and capping costs. 

“Operating cash expenses” means all operating expenses as included in the 
audited financial statements except for depreciation and closure/post‐closure.   

 “Recycling cash revenue” means RIRRC revenues projected for the processing 
and sale of materials segregated from the waste and generated by MRF, 

Composting, and Tipping Facility operations. 

“RIRRC” or “Corporation” means Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation. 

“Shall” means mandatory. 

“Solid waste” means garbage, refuse, sludge from a waste treatment plant, water

supply treatment plant, or air pollution control facility and other discarded 
materials, including solid, liquid, semisolid, or contained gaseous material 

generated by residential, institutional, commercial, industrial, and agricultural 
sources but does not include solids or dissolved materials in domestic sewage.  
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4.5 Procedure

A. Beginning September 1, 2016 and every other year thereafter, the following
procedure shall be used to determine the Municipal Disposal Fee to be charged

in the two subsequent fiscal years beginning July 1, noting that a Municipal
Disposal Fee increase is warranted only when the Corporation’s projected cash

balance falls below the minimum cash balance requirement:

1. The Corporation shall prepare a five‐year financial projection of its cash

flows and balances no later than October 1. This five‐year projection shall
use as the baseline municipal disposal fee the prevailing municipal

disposal fee in effect at the time of the analysis; the baseline fee shall
carry through all five years of the projection.  The projection shall include

full funding of landfill closure/post‐closure liabilities.

2. If a cash deficit shows in either of the first two years of the projection

period then the formula described in § 4.5(A)(3) of this Part below will be
used to determine the new Municipal Disposal Fee to be effective for

those two fiscal years. The disposal fee as derived shall become the new
baseline fee, against which further determinations of the need for future

increases shall be measured. If a cash surplus is projected in each of the
first two years of the projection then the municipal disposal fee will not be

adjusted, and the baseline fee in effect at the time of the projection
analysis shall be the municipal disposal fee effective for the subsequent

two fiscal years.

3. The projected Municipal Price per ton shall be calculated for each year of

the five‐year projections using the following formula or as amended by
future rulemaking:

a. {Operating Cash Expenses + Debt Service + Normalized Capital
and Capping + Extraordinary Cash Expenses} – Recycling Cash

Revenue = Total Landfill Cash Expenses

b. Total Landfill Cash Expenses ‐ Commercial Revenue = Cash

Required from Municipal Tip Fees

c. Cash Required from Municipal Tip Fees / Target Municipal

Tonnage = Projected Municipal Price per Ton

4. The Municipal Disposal Fee shall be equal to the arithmetic average of the

projected Municipal Price per Ton of the first two years of the five‐year
projection period, rounded to the nearest whole dollar amount.  Projection

years three through five shall use the set fee for planning and directional
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purposes only. The adjustments to the Municipal Disposal Fee will be 
approved and authorized by the Corporation’s Board of Commissioners 

pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 23‐19‐10(10) as amended, and 
communicated to municipalities no later than December 31, for 

implementation the following July 1.   

5. All other fees shall be evaluated annually (see § 4.6 of this Part). 

6. Pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 23‐19‐31 as amended, recyclable materials 
as determined by the Department of Environmental Management shall be 

accepted for processing by the Corporation without a disposal fee, with 
the exception of those materials deemed prohibitive or contaminated, as 

described in § 4.6(B) of this Part.

4.6 Additional Fees

A. Materials Recycling Facility (MRF) and Compost Facility rejected loads 

1. Loads of collected recyclable materials or leaf and yard debris which, after
a determination made by the RIRRC Operations Supervisors, are seen to 

contain prohibited materials or excessive contamination shall be rejected 
and reclassified as MSW and the municipal solid waste disposal fee 

applied. In addition to the landfill fee, a rejected load fee shall also be 
applied for every instance of rejection. The rejected load fee shall be the 

same amount as charged to landfill customers for the “Equipment Use 
Fee”.    

B. Disposed materials, not coded to landfilling 

1. Municipalities shall be charged disposal fees for non‐landfilled materials 

indicated on the annual “Rate Code and Prices” sheet, as approved by the
Corporation’s Board of Commissioners.   

C. Items disposed by Third Party Operator (TPO)/Vendor 

1. From time to time there may be materials that for various reasons are 

either unable to be, are unsuitable to be, or prohibited from being 
landfilled. When there is a third party operator or vendor cost to removing 

the materials from the landfill site, that cost may be passed on to the 
customer.   

D. Leaf and Yard Debris 
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1. Leaf and Yard Debris shall be accepted at the facility, pursuant to R.I.
Gen. Laws § 23‐19‐3(17), and associated fees outlined in the statute

applied.

4.7 BILLING

A. The Corporation shall bill the municipality monthly for the disposal of MSW at the

central landfill and the municipality agrees to pay all sums due within thirty (30)
days of invoice date.

B. The Corporation shall allow an early payment discount.   Upon receipt of full
payment of an invoice within 20 days of the invoice date which brings the

municipality’s outstanding balance to zero, the municipality shall receive a one‐
and‐one‐half percent (1.5%) discount from the invoice's amount.   The

municipality's eligibility expires monthly and is renewed monthly with the
issuance of each month's invoice, as stated in § 4.7(A) of this Part.
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845-RICR-00-00-4

TITLE 845 - RESOURCE RECOVERY CORPORATION
CHAPTER 00 - N/A

SUBCHAPTER 00 - N/A

PART 4 - Municipal Solid Waste Disposal Fee Pricing Structure and Procedure 

(845-RICR-00-00-4)

Type of Filing: Technical Revision

Effective Date: 02/22/2016

Editorial Note: This Part was filed with the Department of State prior to the launch of 

the Rhode Island Code of Regulations. As a result, this digital copy is presented 
solely as a reference tool. To obtain a certified copy of this Part, contact the 

Administrative Records Office at (401) 222-2473.
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845-RICR-00-00-3

TITLE 845 – RESOURCE RECOVERY CORPORATION

CHAPTER 00 – N/A

SUBCHAPTER 00 – N/A

PART 3 – Rhode Island Resource Recovery Annual Municipal Solid Waste Cap 

Allotments 

3.1 Purpose

In accordance with R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-19-13(g)(3) the Rhode Island Resource 

Recovery Corporation (“the Corporation”) has developed the below procedure to 
calculate “the maximum amount of municipal solid waste that each municipality 

will be entitled to deliver to the corporation at the municipal tipping fee”, known as
the municipal solid waste cap (hereafter “Cap”).

3.2 Overview

A. The Cap calculation procedure is based on the following criteria:

1. the total of the statewide Cap and diversion adjustments shall not exceed

historical waste generation;

2. Caps shall be based on waste diversion targets, not on actual

performance; and

3. the distribution should account for both year round and seasonal

populations.

3.3 Procedure

A. On or before April 1st prior to the Corporation’s fiscal year beginning July 1st the

Corporation will update the municipal solid waste disposal caps using the steps
below, and notify each municipality of its Cap allocation for the upcoming fiscal

year.

1. Calculate total statewide municipal sector waste generation by totaling all

solid waste, and recyclables (i.e., refuse, MRF recyclables, yard debris,
scrap metal/white goods, tires, etc.) as reported annually by municipalities

to RIRRC.
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2. Calculate the total statewide Cap by reducing the statewide municipal 
sector waste generation by the waste diversion assumption of 35%, i.e. 

{statewide Cap X (1-0.35)}

3. Obtain the most recent year population estimate for each municipality from

the more current of the decennial U.S. Census or the Rhode Island 
Department of Administration Statewide Planning Program’s official 

Population Projection.

4. Calculate the year-round equivalent seasonally adjusted population:

a. Obtain the most recent seasonal housing estimates from the 
decennial census;

b. For each municipality assume three occupants per seasonal 
household, unless a modification to this assumption is approved by 

the Corporation’s Executive Director.  A municipality seeking to 
increase the occupants per seasonal household assumption shall 

submit a formal request prior to March 1st to the Corporation’s 
Executive Director for consideration.  Such a request should be 

supported by documented evidence, such as renter/realtor surveys 
that show a greater number of occupants per seasonal household 

assumption applies to the municipality.  Approval of any request for 
an increase to the seasonal housing shall be at the discretion of the

Corporation’s Executive Director and shall be granted for the 
duration of the fully executed Municipal Solid Waste Agreement 

signed by both the Corporation and the municipality;

c. For each municipality calculate the seasonally adjusted population 

using the following formula:

{Population Estimate} + {Seasonal households X occupants per 

seasonal household X 3.5 months / 12 months per year}

5. Calculate each municipality’s Cap by multiplying its percentage of the total

statewide seasonally adjusted population by the total statewide Cap.
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TITLE 845 - RESOURCE RECOVERY CORPORATION
CHAPTER 00 - N/A

SUBCHAPTER 00 - N/A

PART 3 - Rhode Island Resource Recovery Annual Municipal Solid Waste Cap 

Allotments (845-RICR-00-00-3)

Type of Filing: Technical Revision

Effective Date: 06/06/2012

Editorial Note: This Part was filed with the Department of State prior to the launch of 

the Rhode Island Code of Regulations. As a result, this digital copy is presented 
solely as a reference tool. To obtain a certified copy of this Part, contact the 

Administrative Records Office at (401) 222-2473.
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Last updated: 3/6/2023; visit www.rirrc.org for latest version. 
[1] 

Materials Acceptance Criteria 
In order to ensure efficient operations and the proper receipt of materials at Rhode Island Resource Recovery 
Corporation’s (Resource Recovery) facilities, the following applies to all accepted materials, unless otherwise 
noted under that material’s specific acceptance criteria. 

1. Fees: Refer to the current Fee Schedule at www.rirrc.org/about/accepted-materials-pricing for pricing.

2. Customer Load Types: The following customers can deliver accepted materials without an appointment
during normal operating hours (www.rirrc.org/about/location-hours), unless otherwise noted:

a. Individual Resident Loads: Typically arriving in a car or pickup truck with small quantities of materials

b. Small Contractor Loads: Small contractors typically arriving in a pickup truck, small dump truck, box
truck, etc., with small quantities of materials

c. Municipal and Commercial Customer Loads: Municipal and commercial customers typically arriving in
large collection vehicles (e.g. rear load, front load, side load, etc.) or delivering a roll off

3. Load Delivery: All customers delivering loads must stop at the Scalehouse. The Weighmaster will direct
the customer to the applicable area in our facility such as the Small Vehicle Area, Tip Facility, Central
Landfill, Materials Recycling Facility (MRF), Compost Operation, or other areas.

4. Material Segregation: Materials must arrive segregated, or upon arrival be segregated by the customer,
according to the acceptance criteria for each individual material type listed in this document. Materials of
different types delivered in mixed waste loads and not segregated by the customer upon arrival may be
subject to rejection or accepted and charged in accordance with the current Fee Schedule (e.g. if your load
contains recyclables and solid waste, the entire load will be charged at the higher rate).

5. Acceptable Items & Preparation: Loads must only contain acceptable items and be prepared as defined
under each specific material.

6. Contaminants: Loads containing more than 10% (unless otherwise specified under a specific material) by
weight or volume of contaminants as defined under a specific material’s acceptance criteria will be subject
to a disposal fee and any equipment and/or rejection charges.

7. Prohibited Items: Loads containing any percentage of prohibited items as listed under a specific material’s
acceptance criteria are subject to any of the following: immediate rejection, a disposal fee, equipment
and/or rejection charges. Out-of-state waste, regulated hazardous waste, and regulated medical waste are
banned from any type of acceptance at Resource Recovery. Televisions, computers (including monitors,
computer towers, laptops and tablets), and mercury-added products are banned from landfill disposal.

8. Difficult to Manage Loads: A Load Handling Surcharge will apply to loads of materials such as dust, string,
yarn, stumps, poles/beams greater than 4’ in length, foam for landfilling, etc., that require extra or special
handling for proper landfill disposal such as excavating a hole for placement or watering to contain dust,
etc. This does not apply to materials accepted for a separate fee such as fish waste, sludge, etc. Call the
Scalehouse at 401-228-3102 to help determine if your load may be difficult to manage.

9. Local pick-up/drop-off or disposal options outside of Resource Recovery: Visit http://atoz.rirrc.org.
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Last updated: 3/6/2023; visit www.rirrc.org for latest version. 
[2] 

This document contains Resource Recovery’s Acceptance Criteria for the following materials: 

Alternate Cover Soils ..................................................................................................................................................3 
Antifreeze ...................................................................................................................................................................3 
Appliances (“White Goods”) .......................................................................................................................................3 
Batteries .....................................................................................................................................................................3 
Boats/Vessels and Campers .......................................................................................................................................3 
Books and Media ........................................................................................................................................................4 
Bulky Rigid Plastics .....................................................................................................................................................4 
Cardboard (Dedicated Loads) .....................................................................................................................................5 
Catch Basin Waste ......................................................................................................................................................5 
Christmas Greenery ....................................................................................................................................................5 
Concrete/Asphalt/Brick/Rock .....................................................................................................................................6 
Construction & Demolition Debris (C&D) ...................................................................................................................6 
Cooking Oil ..................................................................................................................................................................6 
Drums and Tanks ........................................................................................................................................................7 
Electronic Waste (e-waste).........................................................................................................................................7 
Fish Waste ..................................................................................................................................................................8 
Foam ...........................................................................................................................................................................8 
Leaf & Yard (L&Y) Debris ............................................................................................................................................8 
Mattresses/Box Springs ..............................................................................................................................................9 
Mixed Recycling ....................................................................................................................................................... 10 
Motor Oil and Filters ............................................................................................................................................... 14 
Plastic Bags and Film ............................................................................................................................................... 14 
Scrap Metal .............................................................................................................................................................. 14 
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Alternate Cover Soils 

All customers must contact Resource Recovery directly by calling 401-228-3282 for detailed testing criteria and 
to obtain a Resource Recovery soil approval letter. Delivery of loads then must be scheduled by completing the 
Special Delivery Request form on our website (www.rirrc.org/recycling-composting-disposal/special-materials) 
or calling the Scalehouse at 401-228-3102. A copy of the Resource Recovery soil approval letter is also required 
to be presented to the Scalehouse with every load delivery. 

Antifreeze 

Permitted Customers: Individual Residents 

Acceptable Amounts & Items: Less than 10 gallons of new and used antifreeze from cars, motorcycles, boats, 
trucks, lawnmowers, etc. 

Prohibited Customers: Small contractors, municipal and commercial customers 

Appliances (“White Goods”) 

Permitted Customers: All customers  

Acceptable Items: Large appliances. Examples of items that fit the criteria, and are accepted, include: 

Without CFC coolant (“Freon”): 

• clothes dryers
• dishwashers
• stoves
• washing machines

With CFC coolant (“Freon”): 

• air conditioners
• dehumidifiers
• freezers
• refrigerators
• water coolers

Batteries 

Permitted Customers: All customers 

Acceptable Items: Extra-large batteries from cars, motorcycles, boats, trucks, lawn mowers, etc. 

Prohibited Items: Single-use alkaline batteries, small rechargeable batteries  

Boats/Vessels and Campers 

Permitted Customers & Delivery Requirements: All customers must contact the Scalehouse at 401-228-3102 
twenty four (24) hours in advance to schedule a delivery time window. Loads not scheduled will be held until 
tipping area is available. 

Acceptable Items & Preparation: Boats/vessels and campers free of all hazardous fluids and materials including 
gas, diesel, hydraulic oil, motor oils, batteries, and/or propane. All tanks should be removed or aerated to 
remove any fumes that would cause a fire or explosion upon processing. The customer will be required to sign a 
release form indicating that the boat/camper/vessel is free of hazardous fluids or unaerated tanks. Paddle boats, 
kayaks, and canoes are charged as solid waste. 
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Prohibited Items: Boats/campers/vessels that contain any hazardous materials or unaerated tanks; out-of-state 
boats/campers/vessels; drivable motor homes; significantly oversized items (call the Scalehouse at 401-228-
3102 if you think your item might be significantly oversized). 

Books and Media 

Permitted Customers: Individual Residents 

Acceptable Items: (1) Books that are dry and free of mold and/or mildew and (2) CDs and DVDs that are 
commercially recorded (i.e. store-bought CDs and DVDs, not those that were home-recorded). 

Prohibited Customers: Small contractors, municipal and commercial customers 

Bulky Rigid Plastics 

Permitted Customers & Delivery Requirements: 

1. Individual Residents and Small Contractors

2. Municipal and Commercial Customers must contact the MRF at 401-228-3187 twenty four (24) hours in
advance to schedule a delivery time window. Loads not scheduled will be held until tipping area is
available or will be subject to rejection and/or a disposal fee.

Acceptable Items: Rigid plastic items must (1) be 100% rigid plastic with non-plastic parts removed, (2) be empty 
and free of all materials and liquids, (3) have never held hazardous materials or waste, (4) be no larger than a 
95-gallon recycling/trash cart in size, but no smaller than a hard hat (approximately one cubic foot) and (5) not
be drums or tanks of any size (if you are unsure if a container classifies as a drum or tank, call the Scalehouse at
401-228-3102 or see Drums and Tanks). Bulky rigid plastics must arrive loose (i.e. not be in contained in
bags/boxes, or stacked/bundled). Examples of items that fit the criteria, and are accepted, include:

• Buckets/pails (metal handles okay)
• Hard hats (interior lining removed)
• Laundry baskets
• Lawn furniture
• Milk/soda/beverage crates
• Plastic election campaign signs (wire

mounting stands removed)

• Plastic shelving
• Storage containers/bins/trays/lids
• Trash barrels/recycling bins/compost bins
• Trash/recycling carts (axles, wheels and metal

handles removed), no more than 20% by
volume in any load

Contaminants: These items either (1) do not fit the general acceptance criteria or (2) fit it, but are not accepted 
by our buyer or cause problems in our baler. No more than 10% of these are allowed in any load: 

• Items larger than 96-gallon cart: e.g. kiddie
pools, sand boxes, playhouses, swing sets,
plastic toys larger than a 96-gallon cart

• Items smaller than a hard hat: e.g. action
figures, toothbrushes, bottles, jugs, jars, cups

• Items without non-plastic parts removed: e.g.
kids wheeled toys, ride-on vehicle toys 

• Items containing non-plastic parts that cannot
be removed: e.g. swimming pool filter
housings; appliances with cords or electric
motors, like vacuums

• Brittle plastics that may shatter or splinter
upon compaction (e.g. acrylic)

• Automotive bumper covers and parts
• Black flower pots
• Coolers
• Drainage pipes and gutters
• Electronics casing from computers,

keyboards, etc.
• Expanded Polystyrene (“Styrofoam”)
• Fencing
• Hubcaps
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• Landscape edging
• Pallets
• Pipes

• Power tool cases
• Siding
• Truck bed liners

Prohibited Items: These items (1) clearly do not fit the acceptance criteria and (2) cause major problems for our 
system, or workers, and/or our buyer(s). Loads containing any percentage of these items will be subject to 
immediate rejection: 

• Aren’t plastic: e.g. fiberglass, metal, wood, glass, concrete, brick, and any other non-plastic materials,
including rigid plastic containers holding trash, liquids or other material

• Aren’t rigid: e.g. garden hoses, plastic hoses or tubing, window blinds
• Are drums or tanks of any size: Prohibited by plastics buyers due to Resource Conservation and

Recovery Act (RCRA) regulations; see Drums and Tanks
• Contained hazardous materials/waste: e.g. automotive fluids (e.g. gasoline, motor oil), petroleum

products, paint, paint chemicals (e.g. stripper, thinner, varnish), pesticides/herbicides/insecticides, or
any other chemicals

Prohibited Loads: Loads containing more than 20% by volume of trash/recycling carts, including dedicated loads 
of trash/recycling carts 

Cardboard (Dedicated Loads) 

Permitted Customers & Delivery Requirements: 

1. Individual Residents and Small Contractors

2. Municipal and Commercial Customers must contact the MRF at 401-228-3187 twenty four (24) hours in
advance to schedule a delivery time window. Loads not scheduled will be held until tipping area is
available or will be subject to rejection and/or a disposal fee.

Acceptable Items & Preparation: Cardboard of any size that is empty and flattened; tape and labels are OK. 
Cardboard pieces larger than 3’ x 5’ are not accepted in loads of mixed recycling. 

Catch Basin Waste 

Permitted Customers: Municipal and commercial customers 

Acceptable Items: Solid material such as leaves, gravel, sand, sediments, soils, twigs and other organic material 
that is removed from storm water collection systems during catch basin, manhole or inlet cleaning operations 

Prohibited Items: Loads containing any percentage of free liquids will be subject to immediate rejection

Prohibited Customers: Individual residents and small contractors 

Christmas Greenery 

Permitted Customers: All customers 

Acceptable Items & Preparation: Real Christmas trees, wreath branches, and garland pieces that are loose (i.e. 
not contained in bags or netting or tied together with wire) and free of all trimmings (e.g. ornaments, tinsel, 
lights, wire, ties, wire frames, etc.) 
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Concrete/Asphalt/Brick/Rock 

Permitted Customers & Delivery Requirements: All customers. Concrete/asphalt/rock delivered in mixed waste 
loads will be charged as solid waste and may be subject to the Load Handling Surcharge for hard to manage 
loads. 

Acceptable Items: Concrete, asphalt, brick, and rock, free of debris and litter  

Construction & Demolition Debris (C&D) 

Permitted Customers: All customers. C&D is landfilled and charged as solid waste, but is tracked separately. 

Acceptable Items*: Non-hazardous solid waste resulting from the construction, remodeling, repair, and 
demolition of utilities and structures and uncontaminated solid waste resulting from land clearing that is not 
pre-processed in a way that renders individual waste components unrecognizable, such as pulverizing or 
shredding. Examples of items that fit the criteria, and are accepted, include: 

• Wood including painted, treated and coated wood and wood products 
• Land clearing debris 
• Sheetrock/wallboard/drywall, plaster, and wall coverings 
• Plumbing fixtures 
• Non-asbestos insulation 
• Roofing shingles and other roofing coverings 
• Glass 
• Plastics that are not sealed in a manner that conceals other wastes 
• Buckets ten gallons or less in size and having no more than one inch of residue remaining on the bottom 
• Electrical wiring and components containing no hazardous liquids, and pipe and metals that are 

incidental to any of the above 

*Contaminants: Loads containing more than 10% of the following items will be tracked as solid waste (not as 
C&D), even if resulting from the construction, remodeling, repair, and demolition of utilities, structures, and 
roads and land clearing: garbage, corrugated container board, carpeting, furniture, appliance, tires, and 
containers greater than ten gallons in size 

Prohibited Items: Loads containing any percentage of these items will be subject to immediate rejection: 

• Items regulated as hazardous waste including, but not limited to: electrical fixtures containing hazardous 
liquids such as fluorescent light ballasts or transformer fluorescent lights, asbestos waste 

• 55-gallon drums (see Drums and Tanks) 
• Any containers having more than one inch of residue remaining on the bottom 
• Fuel tanks 

Cooking Oil 

Permitted Customers: Individual Residents 

Acceptable Amounts & Items: Less than 5 gallons of 100% plant-based cooking oils such as vegetable oil, olive 
oil, peanut oil and corn oil with no more than trace amounts of food particles. 

Prohibited Customers: Small contractors, municipal and commercial customers 
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Drums and Tanks 

Permitted Customers & Delivery Requirements: All customers must contact the Scalehouse at 401-228-3102 
twenty four (24) hours in advance to schedule a delivery time window. Loads not scheduled will be held until 
tipping area is available.   

Acceptable Items: Drums and tanks with 1” or less of residue; Customer will be required to sign a release form 
indicating that the drums/tanks are “RCRA EMPTY.” (RCRA = Resource Conservation and Recovery Act) 

Preparation: All drums/tanks must be “RCRA EMPTY.” According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
EPA 40 CFR 261.7(b):  

1. A container or inner liner removed from a container that held a non-acute hazardous waste is
considered empty when:

a. All wastes have been removed that can be removed using commonly employed practices from
that type of container, e.g. pouring, pumping, aspirating; AND

b. No more than 2.5 centimeters (1 inch) of residue remains on the bottom of the container or
liner; OR

c. No more than 3 percent by weight of the total capacity of the container remains if the container
is less than or equal to 110 gallons in size; OR

d. No more than 0.3 percent by weight of the total capacity of the container remains if the
container is greater than 110 gallons in size

2. A container that has held a hazardous waste that is a compressed gas is empty when the pressure in the
container approaches atmospheric pressure

3. A container or inner liner removed from a container that held an acute hazardous waste as listed in 40
CFR 261.31, .32, .33I is empty when:

a. The container or inner liner has been triple rinsed using a solvent capable of removing the
commercial chemical product or manufacturing chemical intermediate

b. The container or inner liner has been cleaned by another method that has been shown in the
scientific literature, or by tests conducted by the generator, to achieve equivalent removal; OR

c. In the case of a container, the inner liner that prevented contact of the commercial chemical
product or manufacturing chemical intermediate with the container has been removed

Additionally, Resource Recovery requires that: 
1. The tops of the containers are removed or a hole is cut into the container or drum large enough to allow

a representative of Resource Recovery to safely inspect the inside to ensure “RCRA EMPTY.”
2. All hazardous waste placards be removed or defaced (e.g. spray painted over)

Prohibited Items: Resource Recovery will reject any load that contains any drums or containers not “RCRA 
EMPTY.”  

Electronic Waste (e-waste) 

Permitted Customers & Delivery Requirements: Acceptable e-waste as defined below is banned from landfill 
disposal and will not be accepted in mixed waste loads. However, e-waste delivered in mixed loads and not 
segregated by the customer will be charged the per unit electronic waste fee in addition to the solid waste fee. 

1. Individual Residents

2. Small Contractors and Commercial Customers: No more than fifteen (15) acceptable units per
commercial customer, per day.

3. School Loads: Public and private K-12 schools wishing to deliver dedicated loads of more than fifteen
(15) total acceptable units must receive prior approval by calling 401-228-3238 twenty four (24) hours in
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advance. Loads arriving without prior approval will be subject to rejection and/or a disposal fee. 
Approval of loads is based on Resource Recovery’s current capacity. Schools with more than fifteen (15) 
units are encouraged to seek alternate options. 

4. Municipal Customers: Municipalities must only deliver acceptable residential e-waste that has been 
abandoned at their municipal transfer stations/public works yards, and must call ahead to arrange to 
pick-up two (2) empty “wrangler” (4’x4’x4’) boxes and pallets. The municipality may fill the wranglers 
with ONLY acceptable e-waste, as defined below, and must contact Resource Recovery to schedule a 
date for drop-off by calling 401-228-3238. Drop-offs are limited to one wrangler/month. This is for 
abandoned items only. It is not meant to replace permanent municipal drop-off programs.  

Acceptable Items & Preparation: Televisions (TVs) and computers including monitors, computer towers, laptops 
and tablets, free from any peripheral devices (e.g. no keyboards, printers, VCRs, etc.). Do not pack acceptable e-
waste in cardboard boxes and foam. Unplug and discard all cables and peripherals if still attached. 

Prohibited Customers: Commercial customers with more than 15 units 

Fish Waste 

Permitted Customers & Delivery Requirements: All customers. Loads of fish waste must be delivered in sealed 
containers and are accepted Monday-Saturday, 6 AM-10 AM. Customers should take precautions to avoid any 
spillage of fish waste. Customers that deliver containers that are visibly leaking will be barred from future 
disposal. 

Acceptable Items: Untreated, unlined, raw fish and shellfish waste from seafood processing facilities 

Foam 

Permitted Customers: Individual Residents  

Acceptable Items & Preparation: Clean and dry expanded polystyrene foam (“Styrofoam”), secured inside of 
clear or translucent plastic bags. Examples of items that fit the criteria, and are accepted, include: 

• Food service foam such as coffee cups, meat trays and take-out containers. 
• Rigid foam that protected items that were once packaged in cardboard boxes. Any oversized rigid 

packaging foam pieces that would fit one-to-two pieces per bag can remain loose. 

Prohibited Items: These items either (1) do not fit the acceptance criteria or (2) fit it, but are prohibited by our 
buyer:  

• Loose foam not secured inside of clear or translucent plastic bags (except for oversized pieces) 
• Spongy foam (i.e. foam that you can squeeze like “#1” Fan fingers or pool noodles) 
• Foam packaging peanuts 
• Foam insulation board  

Prohibited Customers: Small contractors, municipal and commercial customers 

Leaf & Yard (L&Y) Debris 

Permitted Customers & Delivery Requirements: All customers. L&Y debris delivered in mixed loads with stumps 
will be charged as stumps. 
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Acceptable Items & Preparation: Brush and branches less than 3” inches in diameter, leaves, twigs, and grass 
clippings are accepted as L&Y debris; must be delivered loose or in paper leaf and lawn bags. 

Prohibited Items: These items (1) clearly do not fit the acceptance criteria and (2) cause major problems for our 
system, or workers, and/or our buyer(s). Loads containing any percentage of these items will be subject to 
immediate rejection and applicable fees:  

• Stumps such as brush, branches, limbs, trunks and stumps from trees and bushes greater than 3” inches
in diameter will be charged as stumps

• Plastic bags: L&Y debris arriving inside plastic bags that are not emptied out at the L&Y debris intake pile
will be charged as solid waste

• Litter/trash (e.g. coffee cups, plastic bottles, paper, plastic) will be charged as solid waste
• Invasive species (e.g. Japanese Knotweed, Garlic Mustard) will be charged as solid waste. For a

comprehensive list of invasive species and disposal instructions, visit the Rhode Island Department of
Environmental Management’s website: https://dem.ri.gov/ri-stormwater-solutions/in-the-
weeds/tips.php

Mattresses/Box Springs 

Permitted Customers & Delivery Requirements: Acceptable mattresses/box springs can arrive together, but 
acceptable mattresses/box springs delivered in mixed waste loads with other materials will be charged as 
unrecoverable mattresses/box springs. 

1. Municipal and Commercial Customers: Not accepted for recycling. Municipal and commercial
customers must bring all dedicated loads of mattresses/box springs for recycling directly to a Mattress
Recycling Council (MRC) Recycling Facility (http://byebyemattress.com/rhode-island), and not to
Resource Recovery.

o Dedicated loads delivered to Resource Recovery will be landfilled and charged as mattress/box
springs - dedicated load. Resource Recovery will only accept a total of two (2) dedicated loads of
mattresses daily and they must be received no later than 1 PM Monday-Friday. Customers are
encouraged to call the Scalehouse at 401-228-3102 prior to shipment of any dedicated load for
disposal.

2. Small Contractors are encouraged to bring all dedicated loads of mattresses/box springs for recycling
directly to an MRC Recycling Facility (http://byebyemattress.com/rhode-island), and not to Resource
Recovery. However, Resource Recovery will accept small commercial loads of mattresses/box springs up
to three (3) individual units provided the items are placed in the designated location, as directed. More
than three (3) individual units will be charged as mattress/box springs - dedicated load.

3. Individual Residents must deliver mattresses/box springs for recycling to the Tip Facility. Customers are
responsible for placing mattresses and box springs in the designated location, as directed, or they will be
charged as unrecoverable mattress/box springs.

Acceptable Mattresses: Any sleep surface (including used or renovated), that is (1) whole and intact, (2) dry, (3) 
not broken, twisted, damaged (must lie flat in container), (4) not contaminated with bed bugs, and (5) not 
severely contaminated with bodily fluids or odors, that is also (6) covered with ticking or fabric and contains 
resilient material, such as steel innersprings, foam, fiber, or other filling or upholstery materials, used alone or in 
combination, regardless of size or shape.  
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Acceptable Box Springs: Any structure (including used or renovated) used to support a mattress or sleep surface 
that is (1) whole and intact, (2) dry, (3) not broken, twisted, damaged (must lie flat in container), (4) not 
contaminated with bed bugs, and (5) not severely contaminated with bodily fluids or odors, that is also (6) 
covered with ticking or fabric and comprised of a frame, foam, springs or other structure, or other materials, 
used alone or in combination, and includes both adjustable bases or foundations and stationary foundations.  

Prohibited Items: These units either (1) clearly do not fit the acceptance criteria or (2) fit it, but are not accepted 
in the MRC program. The following will be charged as unrecoverable mattresses/box springs, or as solid waste: 

Unrecoverable Mattresses/Box Springs are units that are: 

• Disassembled, or from which materials, such as metal, have been removed 
• Saturated or frozen 
• Not covered in ticking or fabric  
• Broken, twisted, or damaged that do not lie flat 
• Contaminated with bed bugs (must be wrapped in plastic and marked with “BB” on both sides prior 

to landfill disposal) 
• Severely contaminated with bodily fluids, strong odors, mold or mildew 

Solid Waste: 

• Air mattresses that contain no upholstery material (such as camping beds) 
• Car beds 
• Crib and bassinet mattresses 
• Juvenile products (e.g. carriages, baskets, dressing tables, strollers, playpens, infant carriers, lounge 

pad, crib bumpers) 
• Mattress pads 
• Mattress toppers 
• Pillows 
• Sleeping bags 
• Sofa beds  
• Futons 
• Collapsible roll-away beds 
• Waterbeds that contain no upholstery material 

Mixed Recycling 

Permitted Customers & Delivery Requirements: All customers. All acceptable mixed recycling materials can 
arrive mixed together. 

1. Individual Residents and Small Contractors must deliver to the Small Vehicle Area. 

2. Municipal and Commercial Customers must deliver loads to the MRF.  

Preparation: Resource Recovery expects customers to treat unprocessed comingled recyclables as a commodity 
during collection and delivery to the MRF to allow for proper sortation when processed through the MRF. 
Materials received in a condition inconsistent with the moisture and compaction standards below, or otherwise 
found objectionable by Resource Recovery staff, may be rejected as these issues contribute to cross-
contamination, loss of quality recyclables, processing inefficiencies and higher residue rates. Rejected loads will 
be recoded as solid waste and the customer will be subject to the appropriate fee and other surcharges 
including equipment usage fees. 
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Excessive Moisture: Customers shall ensure that recyclables are delivered to the MRF free of excess 
moisture. Loads that are determined to be too wet or contain an excessive amount of snow, ice or 
frozen material to process shall be subject to rejection. Such determination shall be made by Resource 
Recovery and shall be binding.  

Excessive Compaction: While balancing the utilization of the hauling vehicle’s maximum load capacity, 
the customer shall prevent the excessive compaction of material to be delivered to the MRF. Loads that 
have been subject to excessive compaction cannot be sorted properly causing excess residue and/or 
contamination. Resource Recovery recommends a 2.5:1 maximum compaction ratio to reduce MRF 
residue and preserve commodity values. Using data from the 2016 EPA Volume to Weight conversion 
table, single family comingled recyclables average 126 pounds per cubic yard (e.g. a vehicle with 30 
yards capacity should not exceed 5 tons of residential single stream material). Loads that are found to 
be excessively compacted and unsuitable for processing may be subject to rejection. Such determination 
shall be made by Resource Recovery and shall be binding.  

No Bagging/Bundling: All materials must arrive loose (i.e. not be in plastic bags, leaf and lawn bags, 
cardboard boxes or bundled together). Materials received in bags will be treated as solid waste and 
disposed of as residue regardless of the recyclability of the items within the bags. 

Acceptable: Materials must be (1) commingled plastic, glass, metal, and paper/cardboard items that follow the 
acceptance criteria outlined below, by material type, (2) dedicated loads of acceptable material types, 
(dedicated loads of glass may be accepted with advance notice and permission from RIRRC), (3) no more than 
50% glass by weight in any mixed load, (4) free from excessive moisture, (5) loose, and (6) free from excessive 
compaction. 

Contaminants: These items either (1) do not fit the general acceptance criteria or (2) fit it, but are not accepted 
by our buyer(s). No more than 10% of these are allowed in any load: 

 Acceptable Contaminants  

Plastic Plastic items must be empty containers that 
never held flammable liquid, 5 gallons in size 
or smaller. Examples of items that fit the 
criteria, and are accepted, include: 

• Jars (e.g. peanut butter, mayo) 
• Jugs (e.g. milk, juice, detergent) 
• Tubs (e.g. ice cream, margarine) 
• Bottles (e.g. soda, shampoo) 
• Cups (e.g. iced coffee) 
• Clamshells (i.e. clear plastic take-out 

containers) 
• Cartons (i.e. plastic egg cartons) 
• Blister packaging (i.e. containers 

molded into the shape of the 
consumer product it holds) 

• Any plastic item that is not a container 
(e.g. hangers, toys, VHS tapes, shelving) 

• Any plastic container that held hazardous 
liquid (see prohibited items below.) 

• Any plastic container larger than 5 gallons 
in size (e.g. large plastic storage totes) 

• Any plastic container ≤ 2” in diameter and 
height  

• Containers that aren’t empty 
• Hybrid items made up of near equal parts 

of different materials or 3+ different 
materials (e.g. foil-plastic juice pouches, 
snack bags, candy wrappers, yogurt tops) 

• Styrofoam containers (e.g. cups, take-out 
containers, coolers, etc.) 

• Compostable containers (labeled 
“compostable,” “biodegradable” or “PLA”) 

• Containers that crinkle or tear easily (e.g. 
plant plug trays)  

• Containers that shatter (e.g. CD cases) 
• Plastic film (plastic bags, bubble wrap, 

shrink wrap 
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 Acceptable Contaminants  

Metal Metal items must be empty cans/lids or clean 
foil. Examples of items that fit the criteria, and 
are accepted, include: 

• Aluminum beverage cans/bottles 
• Aluminum cat food cans 
• Steel/tin food cans 
• Aerosol cans (depressed nozzle results 

in no product/air/noise) 
• Aluminum foil  
• Aluminum pie plates and serving 

dishes 

• Any metal items that aren’t cans/lids or 
foil (e.g. wire hangers, pots, pans) 

• Cans that aren’t empty 
• Foil that is not clean 
• Hybrid items made up of near equal parts 

of different materials or 3+ different 
materials (e.g. juice pouches, snack bags, 
candy wrappers, yogurt tops) 

Glass Glass items must be empty bottles or jars. 
Examples of items that fit the criteria, and are 
accepted, include: 

• Drink bottles (e.g. soda, juice, tea, 
beer, wine) 

• Food jars (e.g. sauce, jam/jelly, 
condiments, baby food)  

 

• Any glass items that aren’t bottles or jars 
(e.g. lightbulbs, windows, drinking glasses, 
bowls, ceramics) 

• Glass bottles and jars that aren’t empty  
• Hybrid items made up of near equal parts 

of different materials or 3+ different 
materials (e.g. ½ glass ½ plastic pepper 
grinder) 

• Though broken glass bottles and jars are 
accepted, Resource Recovery continues to 
advise those cities, towns, businesses, or 
institutions with manual collection to 
refrain from putting broken glass bottles 
or jars in their recycling for the protection 
of custodial staff and curbside haulers. 

Paper/ 
Cardboard/ 
Cartons 

Paper and cardboard must be (1) reasonably 
clean, dry, and flat (some grease on 
cardboard pizza boxes is OK); (2) in pieces no 
larger than 3’ x 5’; 

Cartons must be (1) empty and (2) not 
crushed completely flat. Examples of items 
that fit the criteria, and are accepted, include: 

• Books (soft-covered or with hard 
cover removed) 

• Cartons – Gable top (e.g. milk, 
creamer, juice) 

• Cartons - Aseptic (e.g. soy milk, broth, 
juice boxes) 

• Corrugated cardboard (up to 3’ x 5’, 
flattened) 

• Egg cartons 
• Envelopes 
• 100% paper gift bags with handles 

removed 
• Magazines / catalogs 

• Paper/Cardboard that isn’t clean (some 
grease on cardboard pizza boxes OK) 

• Paper/Cardboard that isn’t reasonably dry 
• Cardboard pieces larger than 3’ x 5’ should 

be cut down to size 
• Hybrid items made up of near equal part 

of different materials or 3+ different 
materials (e.g. photographs, cigarette 
packs, bubble wrap padded envelopes, 
nut canisters, three ring binders) 

• Sanitary paper (e.g. napkins, tissues, or 
paper towels) 

• Shredded paper  
• Wet-strength cardboard (e.g. soda boxes, 

six-pack carriers, frozen food boxes, paper 
coffee beverage/soup cups, soap or 
laundry detergent boxes) 

• Wax coated or wire reinforced cardboard 
(e.g. boxes used to transport fresh 
produce) 
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 Acceptable Contaminants  

• Newspaper 
• Notebooks 
• Office paper 
• Paperboard boxes (e.g. food boxes, 

shoe boxes)  
• Paper towel inner tubes 
• Wrapping paper 

 

Other Contaminants: 
• Textiles: e.g. clothing, towels, blankets, sheets, linens, luggage, backpacks, tote bags and footwear 

Prohibited Items: These items (1) clearly do not fit the acceptance criteria and (2) cause major problems for our 
system, workers, and/or our buyer(s). Loads containing any percentage of these items will be subject to 
immediate rejection: 

• Aren’t loose (i.e. any bagged materials, including bagged recycling and bagged municipal or commercial 
solid waste, any materials that are excessively compacted.) 

• Aren’t empty (i.e. any container still containing hazardous waste, pressurized contents, or unknown 
contents) 

• Aren’t reasonably dry (i.e. material that has been coated by liquids such as paint, petroleum or 
chemicals) 

• Aren’t: (1) plastic containers that never carried flammable liquid, (2) metal cans/lids or foil, (3) glass 
bottles or jars, (4) paper, cardboard, or cartons, for example: 

o Organics: e.g. food waste, cooking oil-soaked materials, pet waste, human waste, deceased 
animals, and yard waste such as leaves, branches, stones, mulch, dirt / potting soil, grass 
clippings, flowers, plants and weeds 

o Construction and demolition debris: e.g. windows, siding, tile, gutters, shingles, pipe, drywall 
concrete, brick, gravel, wood, sawdust, dirt, sand 

o Medical/biological waste: e.g. hypodermic needles, auto-injection pens and lancets, intravenous 
(IV) tubing and bags, oxygen respiration tubing and masks, soiled diapers/changing pads 

o Explosives/flammables/combustibles: e.g. firearms, ammunition, fireworks, cylinders/tanks 
including but not limited to propane/acetylene/oxygen/helium, and containers labeled as having 
one time contained flammable fluids such as automotive fluid containers; chemical containers; 
gasoline/petroleum product cans or containers; paint product cans or buckets; 
paint/stripper/thinner/varnish containers; pesticide/herbicide/insecticide containers). 

o Items that wrap / can be tied in a knot: e.g. string, twine, rope, cables, chain, wire, hose, tubing, 
electrical cords, Christmas tree lights, fishing line and nets 

o Bulky/special waste: e.g. electronic items like printers and laptops, appliances like A/C units and 
microwaves, furniture, exercise equipment 

o Dangerous ferrous and non-ferrous scrap metal: e.g. sheet metal, pipe, auto parts-such as brake 
rotors/brake drums, wheels, structural steel such as rebar, angle iron, channel steel, tools, 
knives, razor blades, saw blades, drill bits, nails/screws 

o Lithium Batteries/Lithium-Ion Batteries: Loose or installed in a device. 
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Motor Oil and Filters 

Permitted Customers: Individual Residents 

Acceptable Amounts & Items: Less than 10 gallons of new and used oil, motor oil and filters from cars, 
motorcycles, boats, trucks, lawnmowers, etc. 

Prohibited Customers: Small contractors, municipal and commercial customers 

Plastic Bags and Film 

Permitted Customers & Delivery Requirements: Plastic bags and film are not accepted in loads of mixed 
recycling. 

1. Municipal and Commercial Customers: Municipal and commercial customers must receive prior 
approval from the MRF by calling 401-228-3187 twenty four (24) hours in advance. Loads arriving 
without prior approval will be subject to rejection and/or a disposal fee. 

2. Individual Residents and Small Contractors: Small amounts must be delivered to the Small Vehicle Area. 
Small amounts can also be brought to the plastic bag and film collection containers located in large 
grocery, pharmacy, or big-box stores in RI. Individual residents with larger amounts should follow the 
municipal and commercial load instructions above.  

Acceptable Items: Plastic bags and film must be (1) empty, (2) clean, (3) dry, and (4) capable of stretching over 
your thumb (even just a little). Examples of items that fit the criteria, and are accepted, include: 

• Airpacks (from shipped packages) 
• Bread/bagel bags 
• Bubble wrap and bubble wrap envelopes 
• Cereal box liners 
• Dry cleaning bags 
• Furniture, mattress and electronic overwrap 
• Mattress bags 

• Newspaper bags 
• Overwrap from paper towels, toilet paper, 

cases of water/soda/beverages 
• Pellet/firewood bags  
• Produce bags 
• Sandwich bags (remove hard zippers) 
• Shopping bags

Contaminants: These items either (1) do not fit the acceptance criteria or (2) fit it, but are not accepted by our 
buyer(s). No more than 10% of these are allowed in any load: 

• Don’t stretch: e.g. cellophane wrapping, vinyl bags, microwave-ready bags 
• Clingy food wrap 
• Bags that held hazardous material e.g. lime pellets, fertilizers and pesticides 
• Bags labeled “biodegradable” or “compostable” 

Scrap Metal 

Permitted Customers: All customers 

Acceptable Items: Scrap metal items that are 100% metal. Scrap metal items that are less than 100% metal are 
evaluated on a case-by-case basis. Preparation: (1) Always remove as much non-metal from scrap items as 
possible (e.g. plastic, foam, textiles, etc.), (2) Sharp ends on scrap items such as knives must be covered with 
thick tape (e.g. masking, electrical, duct) or a piece of folded cardboard, and (3) Fluids must be drained from 
lawn/garden power equipment and any batteries must be removed. Examples of items that fit the criteria, and 
are accepted, include: 
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• Auto parts 
• Car jacks 
• Chain link fencing 
• Filing cabinets 
• Golf clubs 
• Grills (tank removed) and grill grates 
• Keys 
• Lawn mowers (drained of fluids) 
• Lawn mower blades 

• License plates 
• Nails, screws, nuts and bolts 
• Pipes 
• Pots, pans and baking sheets 
• Tools 
• Shower heads and shower rods 
• Sinks 
• Snow blowers (drained of fluids) 

Seaweed 

Permitted Customers & Delivery Requirements: Municipal customers only; must contact the Scalehouse at 401-
228-3102 twenty four (24) hours in advance to schedule a delivery time window. Loads not scheduled will be 
held until tipping area is available or will be subject to rejection and/or a disposal fee. 

Acceptable Items: Seaweed (i.e. marine plants and algae)  

Contaminants: Because municipal customers are allowed to deliver seaweed under the Municipal L&Y Debris 
Cap, loads cannot contain more than 10% of debris/litter in any load. 

Prohibited Customers: Individual residents, small contractors, commercial customers 

Shredded Paper 

Permitted Customers & Delivery Requirements: Shredded paper delivered in mixed waste loads or delivered 
un-bagged will be charged as solid waste. 

1. Municipal and Commercial Customers must contact the MRF at 401-228-3187 twenty four (24) hours in 
advance to schedule a delivery time window. Loads not scheduled will be held until tipping area is 
available or will be subject to rejection and/or a disposal fee. Properly prepared shredded paper 
(contained in plastic bags) can also be included with dedicated cardboard loads (as outlined in 
“Cardboard [Dedicated Loads]”). 

2. Individual Resident and Small Contractors must deliver shredded paper to the Small Vehicle Area.  

Acceptable Items & Preparation: Pre-shredded sensitive documents; trace amounts of shredded staples, paper 
clips, tape, etc. Shredded paper must be secured in a bag prior to placement in the container. Shredded paper is 
not accepted in loads of mixed recycling. If you are looking to have sensitive documents shredded, look for 
events listed on www.rirrc.org/announcements/events. 

Sludge Ash 

Permitted Customers & Delivery Requirements: All customers must schedule delivery with the Scalehouse by 
completing the Special Delivery Request form on our website (www.rirrc.org/recycling-composting-
disposal/special-materials) no earlier than one week prior to your requested delivery date. No dust nuisance 
should be caused upon tipping; Load Handling Surcharge fee applies to loads that create a dust nuisance. 

Acceptable Items: Sludge ash, the by-product produced during the combustion of dewatered sewage sludge in 
an incinerator. 
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Sewage Treatment: Sludge and Grit/Rags 

Permitted Customers & Delivery Requirements: All customers must schedule delivery with the Scalehouse by 
completing the Special Delivery Request form on our website (www.rirrc.org/recycling-composting-
disposal/special-materials) no earlier than one week prior to your requested delivery date. Dedicated loads of 
sludge/grit/rags are accepted Monday- Friday, 9 AM-2 PM. 

Loads must be delivered in sealed containers. Customers should take precautions to avoid any spillage of sludge 
waste. Customers that deliver containers that are visibly leaking will be barred from future disposal. Sewage 
sludge material produced from all sources is subject to pre-approval from Resource Recovery. 

Acceptable Items: In-state: 

• Residual, semi-solid material that is produced as a by-product during sewage treatment of municipal 
wastewater 

• Grit and rags captured during the treatment of sludge 

Solar Panels 

Permitted Customers & Delivery Requirements: All customers. Dedicated loads of solar panels can be accepted 
either for recycling and charged as Solar Panels or landfilled and charged as solid waste. 

Acceptable Items: Solar panels 

Solid Waste 

Permitted Customers: All customers 

Acceptable Items: Solid waste generated in RI, free of all prohibited materials shown below. 

Prohibited Items: Loads containing any percentage of these items will be subject to immediate rejection, and 
must be removed from the facility. 

• Out-of-state waste ($50,000 fine) 
• Out-of-state rejected loads of mixed recycling 
• Regulated Hazardous Waste 
• Regulated Medical Waste 
• Electronic waste: televisions, computers, monitors, laptops and tablets 
• Mercury-added products 

Solid Waste Soils 

Permitted Customers & Delivery Requirements: All customers must contact Resource Recovery directly by 
calling 401-228-3282 for detailed testing criteria and to obtain a Resource Recovery soil approval letter. Delivery 
of loads then must be scheduled by completing the Special Delivery Request form on our website 
(www.rirrc.org/recycling-composting-disposal/special-materials) or calling the Scalehouse at 401-228-3102. A 
copy of the Resource Recovery soil approval letter is also required to be presented to the Scalehouse with every 
load delivery. No dust nuisance should be caused upon tipping; Load Handling Surcharge fee applies to loads 
that create a dust nuisance. 

Acceptable Items: Soils not accepted as Alternate Cover (see Alternate Cover Soils). 
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Street Sweepings 

Permitted Customers: Municipal and commercial customers 

Acceptable Items: Screened street sweepings such as sand that was used on streets, roads, highways and 
parking areas, both public and private, and that is ultimately swept or cleaned; may be mixed with residual salt 
during winter storm operations. 

Contaminants: Contaminated street sweepings will be charged as solid waste. The following items do not fit the 
acceptance criteria. No more than 10% of these are allowed in any load: 

• Trash, debris or other items not typically found in streets, roads, highways and parking areas 
• Storm water catch basin, manhole, or inlet cleanings 

Stumps 

Permitted Customers & Delivery Requirements: All customers. Loads of stumps containing L&Y debris will be 
charged as stumps. Stumps delivered in mixed loads will be charged as solid waste. 

Acceptable Items & Preparation: Brush, branches, limbs, trunks and stumps from trees and bushes greater than 
3” inches in diameter; must be segregated from all other L&Y debris. 

Prohibited Items: These items (1) clearly do not fit the acceptance criteria and (2) cause major problems for our 
system, or workers, and/or our buyer(s). Loads containing any percentage of these items will be subject to 
immediate rejection and charged as solid waste:  

• Plastic bags 
• Litter/trash (e.g. coffee cups, plastic bottles, paper, plastic) 
• Invasive species (e.g. Japanese Knotweed, Garlic Mustard). For a comprehensive list of invasive species 

and disposal instructions, visit the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management’s website: 
https://dem.ri.gov/ri-stormwater-solutions/in-the-weeds/tips.php 

Textiles 

Permitted Customers: Individual Residents 

Acceptable Items & Preparation: Clean, dry, and odorless textiles, including non-apparel and worn/torn/stained 
items; must be secured in plastic bags prior to placement in the clothing/textile bin. Examples of items that fit 
the criteria, and are accepted, include:

• Accessories, e.g. belts, hats, purses, scarves, 
neck ties 

• Bedding, e.g. sheets, comforters 
• Clothing 
• Costumes 
• Fabric remnants 

• Home items, e.g. curtains, tablecloths, cloth 
napkins, shower curtains, towels 

• Pet beds and clothing 
• Shoes/boots/slippers 
• Swimsuits and undergarments 
• Yarn  

Contaminants: These items fit the acceptance criteria, but are not accepted by our recycler: Pillows, 
rugs/carpeting, rags used for hazardous waste residue (e.g. motor oil, paint) 

Prohibited Customers: Municipal and commercial customers  
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Tires 

Permitted Customers & Delivery Requirements: All customers. Tires delivered in mixed loads will be charged 
the applicable per unit tire fee in addition to the solid waste fee. Dedicated loads of tires that do not meet the 
acceptance criteria will be landfilled and charged as Tires-Non-Recoverable. 

Acceptable Items: Whole tires, clean and delivered free from any dirt or debris, including those on rims, from 
cars, motorcycles, and bicycles; as well as tractor trailer tires and oversized tires. 

Prohibited Items: These items (1) clearly do not fit the acceptance criteria and (2) cause major problems for our 
system, workers, and/or our buyer(s). Loads containing any percentage of these items will be subject to 
immediate rejection: 

• Forklift tires 

• Solid tires and foam filled tires 

• Tires cut in half (or more) 

• Tires contaminated with dirt or other debris  

Wood Pallets 

Permitted Customers: All customers 

Acceptable Items: Clean wooden pallets free of any paint, banding, bolts, or metal 

Prohibited Items: These items (1) clearly do not fit the acceptance criteria and (2) cause major problems for our 
system, workers, and/or our buyer(s). Loads containing any percentage of these items will be subject to 
immediate rejection: 

• Pallets that aren’t clean (e.g. pallets with paint, banding, bolts, metal, etc.) 
• Wood items that aren’t pallets (e.g. plywood, lumber, stumps, firewood, branches, spools, crates, etc.) 
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Municipal Leaf and Yard Debris 
Cap Sharing Policy 

POLICY 
 Pursuant to RIGL § 23-19-3 (17), Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation (Resource Recovery)

hereby establishes the following program for the purpose of facilitating the sharing of municipal leaf and

yard (L&Y) debris cap, heretofore described as L&Y cap transfer, amongst Rhode Island municipalities.

 Resource Recovery will administer all provisions of this policy.

SCOPE 
 This policy applies to all Rhode Island municipalities.

RESPONSIBILITY 
 The Executive Director has overall responsibility for this policy.

 The Director of Policy and Programs is responsible for the implementation of this policy.

 The Municipal Program Coordinator is responsible for the daily administration of this policy.

 The Chief Financial Officer is responsible for maintaining the integrity of the cap transfers.

 The Municipalities are responsible for initiating the cap transfer process amongst themselves.

GENERAL GUIDELINES 
 Resource Recovery shall allow L&Y cap transfers as described below.

 Municipalities shall be allowed to transfer 100% of their L&Y cap to other municipalities, either in part or

in total.

 Municipalities shall be allowed to accept up to 50% of their statutorily calculated L&Y cap as a transfer.

 A municipality in need of additional L&Y cap (the Requestor) shall be solely responsible for initiating a

request to transfer L&Y cap.

 L&Y cap transfers shall be effective for the fiscal year in which they are granted. L&Y caps shall reset

each fiscal year to the statutorily calculated amount, nullifying any and all previous years’ L&Y cap

transfer agreements. Unused portions of a transferred L&Y cap shall not be allowed to carry forward to

subsequent fiscal years.

 Municipalities shall decide at the local level if they will participate in the L&Y cap sharing program.
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o Each municipality may elect to transfer some, or all, of their L&Y cap to another RI municipality.

o Municipalities may not place any restrictions, conditions, or encumbrances of any kind upon the

transfer of the L&Y cap.

o L&Y cap shall not be transferred from one fiscal year to another.

o L&Y cap shall not be borrowed from subsequent fiscal years.

o Once L&Y cap is transferred, the tonnage is irretrievable by the previous Owner.

o Municipalities are under no obligation to transfer L&Y cap.

LEAF AND YARD DEBRIS CAP TRANSFER GUIDELINES 

Resource Recovery Process  
 Resource Recovery will provide the municipalities with a list of all municipal L&Y caps for the current

fiscal year (FY10) and shall make the list available for subsequent fiscal years at the same time the

municipal solid waste caps are distributed. On the first list of the year, it shall be assumed that all

municipalities have unused cap available to transfer. This list shall include, at a minimum, the following

information:

o Municipality Name

o Original L&Y Cap Amount

o L&Y Cap Amount Available for Transfer

o L&Y Cap Amount Available to Receive

 Resource Recovery shall process transfers according to the “Municipal Process” laid out below

 Resource Recovery shall update the L&Y cap list as transfers occur, and shall distribute the updated list

to the municipalities.

 Resource Recovery shall provide a form for use by the municipalities to record the agreed upon L&Y cap

transfer.

Municipal Process 

 Upon receipt of the L&Y Cap list, municipalities willing to transfer cap shall notify the Municipal Program

Coordinator and the Scalehouse and Customer Service Manager in writing or by email of the amount

they wish to make available for transfer. Municipalities unwilling to transfer cap shall notify the

Municipal Program Coordinator and the Scalehouse and Customer Service Manager in writing or by

email to show zero tons available for transfer against their L&Y cap.

 A municipality in need of additional L&Y cap (the Requestor) shall initiate a cap transfer transaction with

a participating municipality (the Owner).

 The Requestor shall ask for a specific tonnage of L&Y cap when requesting a transfer. The Requestor

shall sign the form provided by the Corporation authorizing the acceptance of the L&Y cap transfer.

 The Owner shall sign the Requestor’s form indicating approval to transfer the L&Y cap amount from the

Owner’s municipal L&Y cap to the Requestor’s municipal L&Y cap.

 Either the Owner or the Requestor shall forward the co-signed form to the Corporation in one of the

following manners (if emailed, the form should be sent as a legible scan or electronically signed file. If
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illegible, Resource Recovery reserves the right to delay the cap transfer until a hard-copy of the co-

signed document is received): 

o U.S. Postal Service addressed to:

RI Resource Recovery 

65 Shun Pike 

Johnston, RI 02919 

Attn: Scalehouse and Customer Service Manager 

o Fax to:

942-0239

Attn: Scalehouse and Customer Service Manager

o Email to:

scalehouse@rirrc.org 

o Hand deliver to Scalehouse and Customer Service Manager

RESOURCE RECOVERY SCALEHOUSE PROCESS 
 Upon receipt of the co-signed L&Y cap transfer form, the Scalehouse and Customer Service Manager or

his designee shall complete the transfer as agreed upon. The transferred L&Y cap shall be available to

the approved Requestor no later than the following business day.

 The Scalehouse and Customer Service Manager or his designee shall sign the form and note the date of

the L&Y cap transfer.

 The Scalehouse and Customer Service Manager shall provide an updated L&Y cap list to the the

Municipal Program Coordinator for distribution to the municipalities.

 A copy of the fully executed transfer form shall be attached to both municipalities’ solid waste contracts

for the fiscal year in which the transfer occurred.

Attachment 4

232

Item I3.

mailto:scalehouse@rirrc.org


Last updated: 02/03/2022; visit www.rirrc.org for most up-to-date version.

MUNICIPAL LEAF & YARD DEBRIS CAP TRANSFER FORM 
Pursuant to RIGL § 23-19-3 (17), Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation (Resource Recovery) has 

established a program to facilitate the transfer of municipal leaf and yard (L&Y) debris cap amongst Rhode Island 

municipalities. L&Y cap transfers shall be effective for the fiscal year in which they are granted. L&Y caps shall 

reset each fiscal year to the statutorily calculated amount, nullifying any and all previous years’ L&Y cap transfer 

agreements. Unused portions of a transferred L&Y cap shall not be allowed to carry forward to subsequent fiscal 

years.  

Please complete the Municipal Sections of this form and transmit when completed to Accounts Receivable via 
any method below: 

Email: accountsreceivable@rirrc.org   OR   Fax: 401-942-5174   OR   US Mail: 65 Shun Pike, Johnston, RI 02919

MUNICIPAL SECTION 

Requestor: 

The City/Town of _______________________________ requests a transfer of L&Y Debris Cap in the amount of 

______________________ tons from the City/Town of __________________________________. 

Municipal Official’s Signature Name Printed  Date 

Owner/Approver: 

The City/Town of ________________________________ approves the transfer of L&Y Debris Cap in the amount 

of ______________________ tons to the City/Town of ________________________________. 

Municipal Official’s Signature Name Printed  Date 

RIRRC Use Only 

Date Cap Transferred: _______________________________ 

Accounts Receivable Signature: _______________________________
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Municipal Transfer Policy 

PURPOSE 
The purpose of this policy is to delineate the Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation's (“Corporation” or 
“RIRRC”) requirements for municipalities utilizing a Transfer Station for shipping materials to the RIRRC Facility 
located in Johnston, Rhode Island. This includes solid waste destined for disposal, recyclables destined for the 
Materials Recycling Facility (MRF), leaf and yard waste to be composted, or any other materials to be received 
and processed by the RIRRC. This policy also establishes a standard procedure that municipalities must follow to 
account for the transfer of materials. 

SCOPE 
The provisions of this policy apply to all municipalities utilizing a Transfer Station licensed by the RI Department 
of Environmental Management for the shipment of materials to the RIRRC facilities.  

OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of this policy are to: 1) protect the public's investment in the RIRRC facilities, including the landfill 
and the MRF; 2) assist Rhode Island municipalities in the efficient collection and shipping of materials destined 
for the RIRRC facilities; 3) ensure that municipally generated materials such as municipal solid waste, recyclables 
and leaf and yard waste are being shipped to the RIRRC facilities; 4) ensure that recyclables delivered to the MRF 
are attributed to the appropriate municipality; 5) maximize the return on the marketing of recyclables; and 6) 
that commercial materials collected at transfer stations are billed as such. 

DEFINITIONS 
For the purposes of this policy, all definitions below and contained in the RI Department of Environmental 
Management Rules and Regulations for Solid Waste Management Facilities and Organic Waste Recycling 
Facilities (250-RICR-140-05-1), shall apply:  

• “Municipal Transfer Station” - shall mean a Transfer Station accepting materials from one municipality
entity and no commercial entities. For the purposes of this policy, two or more municipalities may act as
one municipal entity in the Corporation’s view, provided that the municipalities involved have a written
agreement on file with the Corporation and signed by the appropriate officials from both municipalities,
indicating the responsible party for billing and crediting purposes.

• “Regional Transfer Station” – shall mean a Transfer Station accepting materials from more than one
municipality, or, any commercial entity.
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• “transfer” – shall mean to take material from collection vehicles and ultimately place them in other
transportation units for movement to another solid waste management facility.

• “Transfer Station” – for the purpose of the policy, is a single term that encompasses both Municipal
Transfer Stations and Regional Transfer Stations.

POLICY 
All municipalities utilizing Transfer Stations for shipping materials to the RIRRC facilities must have written 
approval from RIRRC and be signatory to a RIRRC Solid Waste and Recycling Services Agreement.  

Municipalities requesting permission to utilize a Transfer Station to transfer materials must demonstrate that a 
significant cost savings can be achieved versus direct hauling the material to the Johnston facility. 

PROCEDURE 
All municipalities that transfer materials to the RIRRC via a Transfer Station shall submit a written request to the 
RIRRC Executive Director for approval. The municipality, or its designee, is responsible for developing a plan to 
ensure that all municipally generated material collected and deposited in the Transfer Station is transported to 
the RIRRC for processing or disposal.  

All requests must contain the following information: 

1. Names, phone numbers and addresses of the appropriate Municipal or Corporate officers, if applicable,
responsible for the operation of said Transfer Station;

2. Copies of RIDEM license and operating plans for the facility;
3. If not included in the RIDEM operating plan, descriptions and specifications of all equipment including,

but not limited to, compacting equipment, roll-off containers, and tipping ramps and platforms used in
the handling and processing of materials.

4. A plan for the bi-annual calibration and certification of weighing facilities, if so equipped;
5. A plan describing means or mechanisms for keeping municipal materials separate from commercial and

to ensure that all municipally generated material is ultimately transported to the RIRRC for processing or
disposal;

6. A plan describing the means or mechanisms for tracking the transaction weight information to
accurately separate the municipally generated and collected materials from the commercial sector. Each
material type and corresponding weights must be recorded and tracked separately for reporting
purposes; and

7. A plan for the transfer of all weight transaction information to RIRRC, including a means for verification
of weight transaction information by the appropriate Municipal official. The Municipality, or its
designee, must transmit no later than the 2nd business day of the following month, the weight
transaction information to RIRRC for verification and accounting purposes.

Upon receipt of a request, the RIRRC Executive Director or a designee will arrange to inspect the facility within 
30 business days. The inspection will consist of, but not be limited to, visual inspection of the handling processes 
including the separation processes for the municipal and commercial material streams, and the verification of 
appropriate weighing facility calibration documentation. 
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Attachment 5

If the request for certification and the facility meet the above criteria, a certification will be issued (within 30 
business days) pending the signing of an agreement that allows RIRRC personnel access, at any time, to all 
facilities associated with the receiving, processing, storage, and transportation of materials destined for RIRRC 
facilities. 

CERTIFICATION AND APPROVAL 
Certification for the transfer of materials will be issued for a period of time consistent with the most current 
Solid Waste and Recycling Services Agreement or the expiration of the RIDEM operating license for the Transfer 
Station utilized by the municipality, whichever occurs sooner. 

If, during the certification period, either the Municipality or the Transfer Station operator desires to alter any of 
the procedures or plans described in the RIDEM Operating Plan or the information submitted to the RIRRC as 
part of the approval process, a request in writing to the RIRRC Executive Director must be made. A review and 
response to all such requests will be made within 10 business days. All approved alterations will be documented 
and amended to the original certification. 

Certifications for the transfer of any materials may be revoked at any time if the Municipality, or any commercial 
entity responsible for the collection and shipping of the Municipality’s material, is found to be in non-
compliance with any of the provisions contained in the RIDEM Operating Plan for the said transfer station, this 
policy, or any plans submitted as part of the certification request. Such Municipalities will be notified 
immediately by RIRRC, in writing, of any such certification revocation, including a reasonable description of 
events or conditions which provide a basis for such revocation. 

EXCEPTIONS 
The above policy may have exceptions. Requests for exceptions from specific requirements and/or criteria, 
however, must be approved and supported by a reasonable written explanation and justification. The 
Municipality is responsible for the preparation of the explanation and justification for the exception. 

Authority to Grant Exceptions: 
Only the Executive Director is authorized to grant exceptions to this policy. 

ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment 1 – Sample Municipal Transfer Request – Regional Transfer Station 
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Request for Municipal Transfer Approval

Municipality: Anywhere, RI 

Contact: Betty Miller, Director of Public Works 
Town of Anywhere 
(401)-555-1212 

Transfer Facility: Middle Rhode Island Regional Transfer Facility 
65 Styx Pike 
Anywhere, RI 

Transfer Facility 
Operator: 

Bud Jones, Operations Director 
Haulit, Inc. 
Anywhere, RI 

RIDEM 
Documentation: 

See Attachments 1 – RIDEM Operating Plan, and 2 – RIDEM Solid 
Waste Transfer Station License (photocopy) 

Facility 
Information & 
Equipment: 

20,000 sf building facility for solid waste receipt & processing 
2 – 40 yd roll-offs  for recycling located under a permanent roof structure 
1 – Elevated (12ft) ramp for Roll off access 

Truck Scale 
Calibration Plan 
and 
Documentation: 

Haulit Inc. currently maintains and operates a truck scale at the Middle 
Rhode Island Regional Transfer Facility. Haulit Inc. is under a contract 
(See Attachment 3) with ScalesRUs Ltd. To calibrate the truck scale by 
the 15th of the 1st and 7th months of each year. All calibration 
documentation is kept on file and will be made available to RIRRC upon 
request. 

Weight Transaction 
Transfer Plan: 

Each month Haulit Inc. will deliver to the Anywhere Public Works 
Department a detailed list of scale transactions for all Anywhere solid 
waste and recyclables delivered to the transfer station. The Anywhere 
Public Works Director will then verify and send the information, no later 
than the 3rd business day of the following month, to RIRRC detailing the 
breakdown in the tonnages delivered to RIRRC.  

Municipal and 
Commercial 
Recycling 
Segregation Plan: 

Solid Waste:  Haulit Inc. will maintain separate areas on the tipping floor 
for municipal and commercial solid waste.  All solid waste tipped at the 
Middle Rhode Island Regional Transfer Facility by the Town of 
Anywhere will be delivered to the Johnston Central Landfill for disposal.  

Recyclables:  Haulit, Inc. will receive and commingle municipal and 
commercial recycling in the two 40 yd roll-off boxes.  This material will 
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be kept clean and compliant with the RIRRC MRF receiving rules for 
recycling materials.  Haulit, Inc. will haul these boxes to the RIRRC 
MRF when full and deposit these loads as commercial recycling.  
Consistent with the Weight Transaction Transfer Plan, the Anywhere 
Public Works Director will review the scale transactions then verify and 
sign a letter detailing the breakdown in the tonnages delivered to the 
RIRRC MRF. 

Signatures:

Municipal Agent __________________________________________ 
Betty Miller, Anywhere Public Works Director 

Facility Operator 
__________________________________________ 
Bud Jones, HaulIt Inc., Operations Director 
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Last updated: 03/05/2019; visit www.rirrc.org for most up-to-date version. 

[1] 

Compost Distribution Policy 
Rhode Island Resource Recovery (Resource Recovery) Class A Rhode Island Compost (finished compost) is 
approved for use in certified organic crop production, and is a great addition to fields/grass, flowerbeds, and 
vegetable gardens. Using compost to replace or reduce reliance on synthetic fertilizers is also a cost-effective 
way to help the environment.   

Pursuant to RIGL § 23-19-3 (17) and the Solid Waste and Recycling Services Agreement, Resource Recovery may 
periodically make finished compost available to municipalities at no charge. 

MUNICIPAL GUIDELINES AND PROCEDURES 
Municipal Eligibility: Finished compost will be available free of charge to those municipalities with a 
current signed Solid Waste and Recycling Services Agreement who have also delivered leaf and yard waste to 
Resource Recovery during the current fiscal year. When finished compost is available for free distribution to the 
aforementioned municipalities, Resource Recovery will provide notice and the municipalities will be allowed to 
pick up free compost for their use.  

Availability: Upon Resource Recovery’s announcement of available finished compost, up to 1,000 cubic 
yards of finished compost will be available on a first come, first served basis during the calendar year. Even after 
Resource Recovery has notified eligible municipalities, there may be periods where compost is not available.  

Requests: Municipalities should direct requests to the Municipal Program Coordinator by email at 
municipal@rirrc.org or by phone at 942-1430 x252. A brief written or verbal description of planned use must be 
provided, along with the amount of cubic yards requested.  

Use: Finished compost must be used for a municipal project, such as use in fields, flower beds/planters, school 
gardens, etc. It may not be given away to residents or sold in any way. 

Approval: Within 48 hours of initial request, the request will be approved or denied with notification by 
phone or email. Requests may be denied because the municipality is not eligible, the proposed use is not a 
municipal project, or wholesale needs are anticipated. Requests may be placed on hold if there is no finished 
compost available at the time of request. 

Pickup: Approved requests must be picked up within 30 days of approval. Requests that have not been picked 
up will be canceled. Approved requests can be picked up by stopping by the main scale house and following the 
instructions of Resource Recovery staff. 
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Attachment 6

RI Public Schools: When Resource Recovery is approached by a Rhode Island Public School for finished 
compost, we will direct them to their municipality first. The municipality may choose to help the school by 
donating finished compost as a result of their municipal-run compost operation or may agree to donate some of 
their own finished compost made available by Resource Recovery through the abovementioned municipal 
guidelines. If the municipality is unable to help the school by giving their own finished compost or allotting some 
of their finished compost from Resource Recovery, the school may ask Resource Recovery under the RI Public 
School Finished Compost Guidelines (below).   

RI PUBLIC SCHOOL FINISHED COMPOST GUIDELINES 
RI Public School Eligibility:  After municipal options are exhausted, RI Public Schools may directly 
approach Resource Recovery. Resource Recovery will make 500 cubic yards of compost available to Rhode Island 
Public Schools for use in school projects such as school gardens, planting trees, and other approved projects. 

Availability: Upon Resource Recovery’s announcement of available finished compost, up to 500 cubic yards 
of finished compost will be available on a first come, first served basis during the calendar year. This 500 cubic 
yards will be separate from the 1,000 cubic yards available to municipalities. Even after Resource Recovery has 
notified eligible municipalities, there may be periods where compost is not available. 

Requests: After RI Public Schools have approached their municipality and the city/town is unable to help, 
schools should direct requests to the Municipal Program Coordinator by email at municipal@rirrc.org or by 
phone at 942-1430 x252. A brief written or verbal description of planned use must be provided, along with the 
amount of cubic yards requested. 

Use: Finished compost must be used for a school project, such as use in school gardens, planting trees, and 
other approved projects. It may not be given away or sold in any way. 

Approval:  Within 48 hours of initial request, the request will be approved or denied with notification by 
phone or email. Requests may be denied because: the school has not applied through the municipality, the 
proposed use is not a school project, or wholesale needs are anticipated. Requests may be placed on hold if 
there is no finished compost available at the time of request.  

Pickup: Approved requests must be picked up within 30 days of approval. Requests that have not been picked 
up will be canceled. Approved requests can be picked up by stopping by the main scale house and following the 
instructions of Resource Recovery staff. 

Project Completion: Upon completion of municipal or school projects, pictures of the process or finished 
project should be submitted to the Municipal Program Coordinator. These photos may be used to promote our 
Class A Rhode Island Compost. 

Should you have any questions, please contact the Municipal Program Coordinator by email at 
municipal@rirrc.org or by phone at 942-1430 x252. 

Last updated: 03/05/2019; visit www.rirrc.org for most up-to-date version. 
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Last updated: 03/27/2017; visit www.rirrc.org for most up-to-date version. 

RECYCLING PROFIT SHARE REPORTING FORM 
Pursuant to our agreements, Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation (Resource Recovery) requires that 

municipalities use profit share funds to further enhance and expand the municipal recycling and diversion 

program. Municipalities must also complete this form for the previous fiscal year’s profit share funds use by 

August 1. 

Please complete the form (and attach additional pages if needed) to municipal@rirrc.org or fax to (401) 946-

5174 by August 1. Please email us if you are having trouble filling out this pdf form. 

City/Town of: ________________________________________ 

Name of person submitting report: ________________________________________ 

Amount of Profit Share being reported on: ________________________________________ 

ACTIVITY AMOUNT USED BENEFIT TO COMMUNITY / ANTICIPATED OUTCOME 

TOTAL AMOUNT USED AMOUNT REMAINING WHERE ARE REMAINING FUNDS BEING KEPT? 
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Last updated: 05/12/2021; visit www.rirrc.org for most up-to-date version. 
[1] 

Municipal Grant Policy 
From time to time, and when finances allow, the Board of Commissioners of the Rhode Island Resource 
Recovery Corporation (Resource Recovery) may make funding available for municipal grant requests.  In such 
instances, administration of funded grant rounds shall be in accordance with the following:  

FUNDING PRIORITIES 
Funding priority is given to applications that: 

• Reduce contamination of the mixed recycling stream;
• Educate Rhode Islanders on solid waste management principles, including recycling right;
• Provide opportunities for Rhode Islanders to recycle in public spaces and athletic fields;
• Provide safe, environmentally compliant, clean and affordable solid waste and recycling services;
• Promote source reduction, recycling, waste prevention, and reuse of materials;
• Conserve space in the Rhode Island Central Landfill for non-organic, non-recyclable waste;
• Are focused on long-range solutions to solid waste diversion challenges;
• Initiate recycling programs for public-private partnerships;
• Show a high likelihood of success and potential to be replicated; and
• Provide like educational opportunities to municipal waste management professionals and staff members

providing associated services.

GRANT APPLICATIONS 

Deadlines & Available Funding 
Administration of the Municipal Grant Policy will follow Resource Recovery’s fiscal year.  The funding to be made 
available in any given year will be determined through the annual budgeting process.  Municipal representatives 
will be notified of these levels and associated application deadlines for the coming year via email within ten 
business days of the budget’s adoption. This information will also be posted to Resource Recovery’s Grant 
Program webpage within the same time frame. 

Forms 
Applicants must submit grant requests using the appropriate application forms available on the Grant Program 
webpage. Separate application forms must be submitted for each project, training request or municipal 
employee. Completed grant application forms shall be sent to the Municipal Program Coordinator by: email 
(preferred) to municipal@rirrc.org, fax to (401) 946-5174, or mail: Municipal Program Coordinator, RI Resource 
Recovery, 65 Shun Pike, Johnston, RI 02919. If mailing, please prepare one double-sided copy to conserve paper. 
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Last updated: 05/12/2021; visit www.rirrc.org for most up-to-date version. 
[2] 

1) Project description: detailed description of the work to be performed.
2) Project need: a brief explanation of why the project is needed.
3) Project purpose: summary discussion of how the proposed project meets the identified need.
4) Expected results: including who will benefit, how many people will participate, and the

establishment of specific performance measures that will be used in gauging the success of the
project in meeting the identified need (e.g. percent of population educated, pounds of waste
diverted, changes to recycling and or load rejection rates).

5) Project Schedule: including quarterly benchmarks and milestones.
6) Project budget: including a chart or spreadsheet containing the description of the item, vendor,

quantity, unit and total costs, amount requested for reimbursement and the municipal matching
component (if applicable).

7) Name and title of municipal project manager.
8) Additional pages or documents should be submitted to supplement the Grant Application Form,

including quotes from vendors, product specifications and other relevant information.

Training-based grants 
Training-based grants support educational opportunities for municipal waste management professionals and 
associated staff. These may be submitted at any time on a rolling basis and do not need to demonstrate a 
match.  Funding is limited to registration costs only however. Travel, lodging, per diem, other incidentals, testing 
and certification expenses are not eligible for grant funding. 

ELIGIBILITY & AWARD

Only municipalities with a signed municipal contract for the fiscal year in which they are applying for funding and 
whose accounts with Resource Recovery are current are eligible for award.  

In making awards, each request will first be evaluated by Resource Recovery staff to determine eligibility and 
alignment with the program’s requirements. Grant applications may then be reviewed by the Board of 
Commissioners’ Environmental-Recycling Subcommittee for recommendation to the full Board. All grant 
applications are then subject to review and approval by the Board of Commissioners. 

Attachment 8

Project-based grants 
Project-based grants may be for a one-time expenditure, such as for recycling bins for athletic fields or public 
spaces, or for ongoing educational support materials, such as residential direct mailings about municipal 
recycling and diversion programs. Where applicable, Resource Recovery’s standardized materials such as 
recycling labels and guidelines shall be used. Grant funding can also provide ongoing partial support for 
municipal recycling coordinators. 

Project-based grant requests may not exceed the total amount made available in any grant round and each must 
include a dollar-for-dollar municipal match to ensure commitment, shared responsibility, and sustainability. 
Project-based grant requests for recycling services and infrastructure such as recycling bins, carts, barrels for 
public spaces, events and athletic fields do not need to demonstrate a match. 

Applicants must include the following information in their grant application, while considering Resource 
Recovery’s mission and funding priorities: 
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The Board of Commissioners reserves the right to fully fund, partially fund, or deny funding requests. No 
applicant is guaranteed funding at any level, even if all basic criteria have been met.  Prior funding does not 
guarantee support in current or future years. 

Applicants will be notified of the outcome of the review process via email within ten business days of Board 
action.  

POST-GRANT AWARD 

Reporting 
Project-based grant recipients must provide quarterly reporting to Resource Recovery by no later than 
September 30, December 31, March 31 and June 30 of each year.  Recipients of training-based grants must only 
provide one final report following competition of the training activity. All reports must utilize the forms made 
available on the Grant Program webpage and be submitted using the process outlined above in Forms. 

Failure to report and or provide sufficient reporting information in a timely fashion may result in exclusion from 
future grant rounds.  

Disbursement of Funds 
Payment of grant funds to recipients shall be as a reimbursement of approved expenditures only.  Grant funds 
will not be made available in advance of associated expenditures having been made.  Requests for payment are 
to be made through the reporting process described above and can occur as regularly as quarterly or at the time 
of project completion and final reporting.  

Reimbursement requests must be accompanied by an itemized invoice to Resource Recovery from the grantee 
on city/town letterhead as well as supporting invoices documenting the eligible expenses that the municipality 
has incurred on behalf of the project. Continued funding will depend upon demonstrated outcomes and 
adherence to reimbursement guidelines. Resource Recovery staff may ask for additional reports if project results 
have not been realized at the time of final reimbursement. 

Expiration and Extension 
Projects must be completed no later than the grant expiration date provided in the award notice.  Extensions 
may be requested of and decided upon by the Municipal Program Coordinator for just cause.  If a municipality 
does not request an extension before the grant expiration date, the grant will expire.  

Last updated: 05/12/2021; visit www.rirrc.org for most up-to-date version. 
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Last updated: 12/20/22; visit www.rirrc.org for most up-to-date version. 
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On-site Customer Safety Policy 
The following requirements have been put in place to help ensure the safety of Rhode Island Resource 
Recovery Corporation (RIRRC) customers and staff. Be advised that failure to comply with these may 
result in load rejection or offenders being permanently banned from the facility. 

1. All customers are required to follow the direction of RIRRC staff when onsite with no exception.

2. All commercial vehicles and operators must comply with all Federal and State regulations. Any
disabled vehicle must use traffic cones or emergency reflector triangles to warn on-coming traffic.
The use of road flares is not permitted anywhere on RIRRC property.

3. Any accident or incident that occurs onsite is required to be immediately reported to the nearest
RIRRC staff member.

4. High visibility vests or ANSI class 2 clothing, puncture resistant boots and long pants are
required to always be worn on site. Use of designated facilities without these is prohibited as
are the wearing of shorts, tennis, and open toed shoes.

5. Smoking, vaping, and salvaging are also prohibited on site as is the use of cell phones
while operating any vehicle or hydraulic implements.

6. The speed limit on site is 15 MPH, no passing is allowed, and all drivers are required to
obey posted traffic control devices.

7. RIRRC vehicles and equipment always have the right of way while onsite. As such, drivers must
be prepared to slow down and stop at all intersections and equipment crossings.

8. All loads must remain covered until you have reached your designated unloading area. Tarps or
covers should never be removed while on the scales or along our roadways.

9. Trucks using the landfill are expected to keep 15 feet apart while dumping in the active working
area. If a vehicle pulls within 15 feet of your vehicle you must suspend operation until that
vehicle has moved. Trailer dump trucks must remain 50 feet apart when dumping.

10. Customers using the Transfer Station or Compost receiving area must always remain with their
vehicle and minors are not allowed outside the vehicle.

11. If you are dumping in line with other vehicles, you must wait for those on either side of you to
come to a complete stop before exiting your vehicle.
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12. Only the driver is allowed to exit the vehicle while in the active landfill working area. Once
outside, he or she must always stay with their vehicle, must not wander off or walk behind
any vehicle or pass beneath or within any raised or open and unsecured tailgate.

13. Drivers are responsible for securing their own tailgates, turn buckles and latches and
cleaning off any debris from aprons, bumpers, and tail gates prior to exiting the disposal area.

14. During inclement weather, exiting trucks may be diverted through the wheel washer. If the
wheel wash diversion lane is in use, you are required to use it.

15. Should a vehicle become stuck or disabled while onsite, RIRRC will tow it out of the traffic
pattern with the driver’s permission. In such instances drivers will be required to hook the tow
chain, or cable to their vehicle to prevent damage. Any further towing services needed to
remove the vehicle from the site will be the responsibility of the vehicle owner/operator.

16. All vehicles are subject to random load inspections by RIRRC staff while onsite. If selected
for a random check, please cooperate with RIRRC staff to avoid unnecessary delays.

If at any time you feel you are in an unsafe situation, remain in your vehicle and contact RIRRC directly. 
Staff can be reached by telephone at (401) 228-3102 and via CB radio on channel 12. In the event of an 
emergency dial 911 and report your address as 65 Shun Pike, Johnston, RI. 
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Town of Bristol 2025-2026 Solid Waste Diversion Plan Report

Generated by Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation (Resource Recovery or RIRRC) based on the 2024 
Annual Municipal Data Survey responses, Resource Recovery scale data and reported diverted tons

This report serves as an addendum to the FY26-27 Municipal Solid Waste and Recycling Services Agreement as 
required by Rhode Island General Law § 23-19-13(e)(3)

Bristol 2025-2026 Solid Waste Diversion Plan Report Page 1
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About This Plan Report

This Solid Waste Recycling and Diversion Plan Report documents the municipality’s approach to reaching the State of 
Rhode Island’s 35% recycling and 50% solid waste diversion goals. It begins with an overview of the municipality’s waste 
management systems and methods for collecting and accepting solid waste, mixed recycling and diverted materials from 
residents served in the municipal program. It then moves to a detailed evaluation of its waste stream, listing the category 
and materials by weight – a combination of the reported diverted materials and Resource Recovery’s scale data. This 
information is summarized by several charts that displays the tons recycled and disposed, associated recycling rates and 
avoided disposal costs. The final sections outline the municipality’s current program assessment, program goals including 
the statutory mandate of 35% and 50% diversion rate and additional identified goals. The report concludes with the 
implementation plan including strategies currently being employed and those actions that the municipality intends to 
take in furthering this mission.

This report is possible due to the municipality’s detailed responses provided on the annual survey and Resource 
Recovery’s software application that automates production of the report.
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Bristol Waste Management Administration & Operations

Contact Information

Full municipality name Town of Bristol

Website www.bristolri.gov

Contact person Christopher Parella

Title Director of Public Works

Address 111 Mt. Hope Avenue, Bristol, RI 02809

Phone 401-253-4100

Email cparella@bristolri.gov

Program Funding

Municipal solid waste management system funding 
method

Combination of general fund and user fees

Curbside Trash Pickup

Is there curbside trash pick up? Yes

Hauler type Municipality

Collection method Automatic

Truck type Automated side loader

Number of trucks 2

Collection schedule Weekly

Number of collection days per week 5

Maximum units per structure served 4

Number of households served 8700

Curbside Recycling Pickup

Is there curbside recycling pick up? Yes

Hauler type Municipality

Collection method Automatic

Truck type Automated side loader

Number of trucks 2

Collection schedule Weekly

Number of collection days per week 5

Maximum units per structure served 4

Number of households served 8700

Multi-families Served

Bristol 2025-2026 Solid Waste Diversion Plan Report Page 1
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Are any multi-families and/or condos (over the 
maximum units per structure served) included?

Yes

Material(s) included Both trash and recycling

How do multi-families and/or condos join? Request permission

Is any trash and/or recycling from these multi-
families and/or condos tipped under the 
municipality's account at RIRRC?

Yes, it's picked up on the curbside route, consolidated 
with other town material at the transfer station, then 
delivered to RIRRC under the town's account.

Curbside Enforcement

Is curbside enforcement conducted? Yes

Material(s) enforced Both trash and recycling

Are there ordinances that allow for fines? No

Method(s) used, such as oops tags, Resource 
Recovery hang tags, letters, warnings, fines, etc.

Tags used, pick-up refusal and recorded by staff should 
resident call

Number of tags, letters and/or fines issued 250

Primary Drop Off Facility

Facility type Transfer Station

Facility operator Municipality

Address 6 Minturn Farm Road, Bristol, RI 02809

Hours of operation Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m., Saturday 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Permitted users Residents only as of 7/1/22. Businesses were permitted 
until 6/30/22.

Materials accepted Trash, construction & demolition debris, mixed 
recyclables, appliances with and without Freon, leaf & 
yard waste, Christmas trees, mattresses & box springs, 
motor oil & filters, scrap metal, tires

Is there a swap area to exchange usable items? No

Permit for Drop-Off

Is a permit required? Yes, there's an annual user fee

Annual fee 25

Permit date range February 1 - January 31

Additional information Each household can get two free day passes per year

Trash Drop Off

Is there drop-off for trash? Yes, at the primary drop-off facility

Recycling Drop Off

Is there drop-off for mixed recycling? Yes, at the primary drop-off facility
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No Bin, No Barrel Policy

Is there a No Bin, No Barrel (NBNB) policy? Yes

Start date 1/1/2016

Instructions for residents Recycling cart must be present with your trash at the time 
of pick up in order for trash to be collected.

Leaf & Yard Waste / Organics

Is leaf & yard waste accepted? Yes

Compost facility (other than RIRRC) Bristol Water Pollution Compost Facility

Facility operator Municipality

Compost facility operation / processing / finished 
compost distribution

Leaf and yard waste is mixed with sludge to create 
compost. Compost is available for free to residents.

Hauler type Municipality

Is brush or Christmas trees chipped? Yes

How chips are used and/or distributed It's chipped by the Water Pollution Control Dept. and is 
available for free for residents

Does the municipality offer food waste collection? No

Outreach

Was printed information with RI's mixed recycling 
guidelines and local programs distributed to ALL 
residents served in your municipal program?

No

Other methods for communicating RI's mixed 
recycling guidelines and local program information to 
residents

Flyers are left curbside as needed. Brochures are available 
in multiple town offices and on our website

Social media platforms and types of content shared Some information is shared on Facebook

Special events and/or programs that educated 
residents about waste and recycling and/or collected 
materials for recycling/diversion

Keep Bristol Clean (Earth Day), four e-waste events per 
year

Carts

Is trash and/or recycling collected in carts? Yes

Material(s) collected in carts Both trash and recycling

Cart collection start date 3/31/2020

Initial trash cart size(s) (gallons) 65

Can residents change trash cart sizes? Yes, free of charge

Alternate trash cart size(s) (gallons) 35

Options for additional trash carts There's a one-time fee for additional cart(s)

Charge for an additional trash cart 75

Are broken trash carts replaced for free? No, a fee applies to all broken carts
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Charge to replace a broken trash cart 75

Trash cart manufacturer Rehrig Pacific Company

Trash cart color Green

Initial recycling cart size(s) (gallons) 65

Can residents change recycling cart sizes? Yes, free of charge

Alternate recycling cart size(s) (gallons) 35

Options for additional recycling carts There's a one-time fee for additional cart(s)

Charge for an additional recycling cart 75

Are broken recycling carts replaced for free? No, a fee applies to all broken carts

Charge to replace a broken recycling cart 75

Recycling cart manufacturer Rehrig Pacific Company

Recycling cart color Blue

Number of recycling carts distributed last year 75

Compost Bins

Are compost bins available to residents? Yes

Where do residents acquire compost bins? DPW

Charge to residents 45

Public Space Receptacles

Does the municipality provide trash and/or recycling 
receptacles in public spaces?

Yes

Material(s) Both trash and recycling

Locations Downtown areas, beaches, parks, playgrounds

Receptacle types 45-gallon hand crafted steel

Number of trash receptacles 75

Number of recycling receptacles 10

Who empties the receptacles and how often? DPW & Recreation staff

Schools Served in the Municipal Program

Are schools included? Yes

Material(s) Recycling only

Number of students served 1742

Is any trash and/or recycling from schools tipped 
under the municipality's account at RIRRC?

Recycling carts are collected curbside weekly from public 
schools in Bristol only. Schools located in Warren are 
collected by Mega and not included.

Municipal Buildings Served in the Municipal Program
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Are municipal buildings included? Yes

Material(s) Both trash and recycling

Buildings included Town Hall, Burnside Building, all Fire Stations, Maritime 
Center, Parks and Recreation including the Town Beach, 
Water Pollution Control, Sewer Department, Rogers Free 
Library

Number of employees served 150

Is any trash and/or recycling from these municipal 
buildings tipped under the municipality's account at 
RIRRC?

Trash and recycling are picked up along the residential 
routes, consolidated at the transfer station and hauled 
directly to RIRRC by the town.
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Bristol's Waste Stream Evaluation

TonsDestinationCategory / Material

Solid Waste

Solid Waste RIRRC 7,204.23

MRF Recycling

MRF Recycling RIRRC 2,342.70

Leaf and Yard Waste

Compost Bins 5.75

Sold to municipality’s residents at RIRRC; 500 lb. credit each, per year, for the 10-yr. life of the bin

Leaf & Yard Waste Bristol Water Pollution Compost Facility 2,550.02

Stumps RIRRC 8.50

Clothing

Clothing & Textiles Big Brothers Big Sisters of RI 27.08

Scrap Metal

Appliances A & E Metals Recycling and Packaging 0.00

Included in scrap metal

Appliances with Freon A & E Metals Recycling and Packaging 0.00

Included in scrap metal

Scrap Metal A & E Metals Recycling and Packaging 16.45

Includes appliances with and without Freon

Other

Electronic Waste RMG Enterprise 0.97

Per capita portion of the RIRRC state program location tonnage

Electronic Waste Indie Cycle, LLC 26.78

Household Hazardous Waste Clean Earth 4.34

Per capita portion of statewide Eco-Depot collection & fluorescent bulb program tonnage

Mattresses Green Mattress Recycling, Tough Stuff Recycling 40.15

Motor Oil Western Oil 2.24

Motor Oil Filters Western Oil 0.00

No tonnage to report in 2022
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MRF Recycling 2,343

Mandatory Recycling 4,951

Overall Diversion 5,025

Disposed 7,204

Tons

24.5%

Rate Avoided Disposal Cost

$110,107

40.7% $232,674

41.1% $236,174

2024 Summary of Tons Recycled and Disposed, Associated Recycling Rates, and Avoided Disposal Costs
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Recycling Rate Trend
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Solid Waste Tons 8,150 7,970 8,277 8,730 7,204 6,364 6,469

MRF Recycling Tons 2,332 2,343 2,501 2,373 2,343 2,252 2,225

Mandatory Recycling Tons 3,739 1,741 1,712 1,342 2,608 1,163 915

Other Recycling Tons 67 152 96 88 74 80 74

MRF Recycling Rate 22.2% 22.7% 23.2% 21.4% 24.5% 26.1% 25.6%

Mandatory Recycling Rate 42.7% 33.9% 33.7% 29.9% 40.7% 34.9% 32.7%

Overall Diversion Rate 43.0% 34.7% 34.2% 30.4% 41.1% 35.4% 33.2%

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Recycling Contribution by Category Trend
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Other Recycling Tons 67 152 96 88 74 80 74

Clothing Tons 8 25 16 30 27 0 7

Scrap Metal Tons 71 85 76 5 16 64 93

Composted Tons 3,660 1,631 1,619 1,307 2,564 1,100 814

MRF Recycling Tons 2,332 2,343 2,501 2,373 2,343 2,252 2,225

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Bristol Performance Trends
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Bristol's Current Program Assessment

Assessment of Current Program and Service Levels

In relation to your municipality's solid waste and recycling services it provides to residents:

Are residents able to adequately access the services? Yes

How effective is it at achieving desired outcomes? More effective since July 2022

Are there issues related to administration of the services? No

Will the quality of service improve, stay the same, worsen, 
and why (such as changes in population)?

We have fully implemented automation of our trash 
and recycling which is much more efficient but 
unfortunately has had little impact on our overall 
totals. What has been more impactful is the 
elimination of all commercial permits at our transfer 
station as of July 2022.

Program Goals

Goal #1: Statutory Mandate Reach a 35% Recycling Rate

Goal #2: Statutory Mandate Reach a 50% Diversion Rate

Goal #3: Stated Additional Goal Reduce trash volume and increase our recycling rate

Goal #4: Stated Additional Goal Streamline automation processes and cart sizes

Bristol's Implementation Plan

Current Strategies

Strategy
Responsible 
Party Result Timeframe

Encourage residents to donate usable 
items

DPW Staff Increase in recycling and diversion rates Ongoing

Book Resource Recovery to table at local 
events

DPW Director 
(or equiv.)

Increase knowledge of recycling do and don'ts Ongoing

Expand diversion opportunities at the 
transfer station

DPW Staff Increase in recycling and diversion rates Ongoing

Lend recycling carts to local events DPW Staff Increase awareness Ongoing

Refuse to empty non-compliant recycling 
bin/carts

DPW Staff on 
Collection 
Routes

Reduction in rejected loads Ongoing

Planned Efforts

Strategy
Responsible 
Party Result Timeframe

Explore options to reduce waste through 
diverting organics

Town Council Reduction in trash tonnage sent to RIRRC Short (6 
mo.-1 yr.)
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Distribute RI's mixed recycling guidelines to 
residents

DPW Director 
(or equiv.)

Increase awareness and ensure proper recycling Long (3-5 
yrs.)

Schedule DPW staff tour of RIRRC DPW Staff Better understanding of recycling policies Short (6 
mo.-1 yr.)

Hand out RI's mixed recycling guidelines 
with transfer station permits

DPW Staff Foster awareness to increase recycling rate Medium (1-
3 yrs.)
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2025 -- H 5393 
======== 

LC001298 

======== 

S T A T E   O F   R H O D E   I S L A N D  

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2025 

____________ 

 

A N   A C T 

RELATING TO HIGHWAYS -- SIDEWALKS 

Introduced By: Representatives Shallcross Smith, Nardone, Hopkins, Fascia, Santucci, 

Place, Paplauskas, Quattrocchi, Phillips, and Roberts 

Date Introduced: February 07, 2025 

Referred To: House Finance 

 

 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 24-7-8 of the General Laws in Chapter 24-7 entitled "Sidewalks" is 1 

hereby amended to read as follows: 2 

24-7-8. Sidewalks along state highways. 3 

(a) Nothing in this chapter shall be held to oust the state of jurisdiction over any such 4 

sidewalks and curbing as may be made, laid, or constructed upon state highways within a town, but 5 

no sidewalks or curbing on state highways shall be made, laid, or constructed without the approval 6 

of the director of transportation first being had and obtained as to the feasibility, location, type, and 7 

time of construction. 8 

(b) All maintenance of sidewalks along state highways shall be the responsibility of the 9 

state with the exception of snow and ice removal on those sidewalks. 10 

SECTION 2. Section 24-8-6 of the General Laws in Chapter 24-8 entitled "Construction 11 

and Maintenance of State Roads" is hereby amended to read as follows: 12 

24-8-6. Authority for sidewalks and curbs. 13 

(a) The director of transportation shall have the power and authority to make, lay in and 14 

upon, and construct sidewalks, including curbs, adjacent to and along either or any one side or both 15 

sides of any state road, now constructed, in the process of construction, or to be constructed, which 16 

in his or her opinion and judgment require sidewalks and curbs for pedestrian travel. 17 

(b) All maintenance of sidewalks along state highways shall be the responsibility of the 18 

state with the exception of snow and ice removal on those sidewalks. 19 
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SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon passage. 1 

======== 

LC001298 

========
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EXPLANATION 

BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

OF 

A N   A C T 

RELATING TO HIGHWAYS -- SIDEWALKS 

***

This act would require that all maintenance of sidewalks along state highways, with the 1 

exception of snow and ice removal, be the responsibility of the state. 2 

This act would take effect upon passage. 3 

======== 

LC001298 

======== 
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2025 -- S 0057 
======== 

LC000393 

======== 

S T A T E   O F   R H O D E   I S L A N D  

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2025 

____________ 

 

A N   A C T 

RELATING TO HIGHWAYS -- SIDEWALKS 

Introduced By: Senators Rogers, Ciccone, LaMountain, DiPalma, Tikoian, Burke, 

Pearson, McKenney, de la Cruz, and Paolino 

Date Introduced: January 23, 2025 

Referred To: Senate Housing & Municipal Government 

 

 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 24-7-8 of the General Laws in Chapter 24-7 entitled "Sidewalks" is 1 

hereby amended to read as follows: 2 

24-7-8. Sidewalks along state highways. 3 

(a) Nothing in this chapter shall be held to oust the state of jurisdiction over any such 4 

sidewalks and curbing as may be made, laid, or constructed upon state highways within a town, but 5 

no sidewalks or curbing on state highways shall be made, laid, or constructed without the approval 6 

of the director of transportation first being had and obtained as to the feasibility, location, type, and 7 

time of construction. 8 

(b) All maintenance of sidewalks along state highways shall be the responsibility of the 9 

state with the exception of snow and ice removal on those sidewalks. 10 

SECTION 2. Section 24-8-6 of the General Laws in Chapter 24-8 entitled "Construction 11 

and Maintenance of State Roads" is hereby amended to read as follows: 12 

24-8-6. Authority for sidewalks and curbs. 13 

(a) The director of transportation shall have the power and authority to make, lay in and 14 

upon, and construct sidewalks, including curbs, adjacent to and along either or any one side or both 15 

sides of any state road, now constructed, in the process of construction, or to be constructed, which 16 

in his or her opinion and judgment require sidewalks and curbs for pedestrian travel. 17 

(b) All maintenance of sidewalks along state highways shall be the responsibility of the 18 

state with the exception of snow and ice removal on those sidewalks. 19 
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SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon passage. 1 
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EXPLANATION 

BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

OF 

A N   A C T 

RELATING TO HIGHWAYS -- SIDEWALKS 

***

This act would require that all maintenance of sidewalks along state highways, with the 1 

exception of snow and ice removal, be the responsibility of the state. 2 

This act would take effect upon passage. 3 
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LC000393 

======== 
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RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF BRISTOL 
 

IN SUPPORT OF H 5393 AND S 0057 – AN ACT RELATING TO 
HIGHWAYS – SIDEWALKS 

 

WHEREAS, the General Assembly of the State of Rhode Island has introduced House Bill 5393 

and Senate Bill 57 during the January 2025 legislative session, both entitled “An Act Relating to 

Highways – Sidewalks”; and 

WHEREAS, these bills propose that the State of Rhode Island shall assume full responsibility for 

the maintenance of sidewalks along state highways, with the exception of snow and ice removal, 

which shall remain the responsibility of the municipalities; and 

WHEREAS, municipalities such as the Town of Bristol often face significant financial and 

operational burdens in maintaining sidewalks located along state-owned highways—areas that 

are otherwise under the jurisdiction and control of the Rhode Island Department of 

Transportation (RIDOT); and 

WHEREAS, ensuring the safe and consistent condition of sidewalks along state highways is a 

matter of public safety and accessibility, and would benefit from centralized planning, oversight, 

and maintenance by the State; and 

WHEREAS, passage of H 5393 and S 0057 would provide fiscal relief to municipalities while 

establishing clearer responsibility for sidewalk infrastructure along state routes, thereby 

improving coordination, safety, and long-term maintenance outcomes; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council of the Town of Bristol hereby 

expresses its strong support for House Bill 5393 and Senate Bill 0057, and urges the General 

Assembly to pass this legislation; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the members of 

the Bristol delegation to the General Assembly, the Speaker of the House, and the President of 

the Senate. 

 

Passed as a resolution of the Bristol Town Council this 7 day of May, 2025. 
 
 
 
ATTEST: ________________________________ 
Nathan Calouro, Chairman Bristol Town Council 

 

 
ATTEST: ________________________________ 
Melissa Cordeiro, Town Clerk 

265

Item I4.



Town of Bristol, RI 
Tax Assessor / Collectors Office 
10 Court Street, Bristol, RI 02809 (401)253-7000 

 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

 

To:        THE HONORABLE TOWN COUNCIL 

From:       Kristopher Leadem, Tax Assessor/Collector 

Date:       April 30, 2025 

Subject:   Discussion regarding Owner-Occupied and Non-Owner-Occupied tax 

rates for 5/7/2025 meeting. 

 

Please see attached spreadsheet giving 2 scenarios regarding the tax rates for 

both owner occupied and non owner occupied real property. 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Kristopher Leadem 

Kristopher Leadem 
Tax Assessor/Collector 
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Visit www.bcwari.com to download meeting materials 

Meeting of the Personnel Committee of the  
BRISTOL COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY 

Thursday, February 27, 2025 
450 Child Street, Warren Office, Warren, RI 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The committee meeting was called to order at 4:01pm by Committee Chairman John 
Jannitto 

Committee members in attendance: John Jannitto, Juan Mariscal, Stephen Gross 

Other Directors present: Thomas Kraig, Robert Martin, David Fales 

BCWA staff present:  Stephen Coutu, Lauren DeRuisseau 

1. Executive Session 

Director Gross moved the following motion seconded by Director Mariscal 

MOTION:  To go into Executive Session to discuss the Executive Director’s 
performance. 
(re. Executive Director – Performance Review Pursuant to RIGL 42-46-
5(a)(1)) 
Motion passed unanimously by aye vote. 

The committee entered Executive Session at 4:02pm. 

The committee returned to open session at 4:40pm. 

Director Mariscal made the following motion seconded by Director Gross 

MOTION:  To open the decisions made in the closed session of the Personnel 
Committee. 
Motion passed unanimously by aye vote. 

Director Mariscal moved the following motion seconded by Director Gross 

MOTION:  To adjourn. 
Motion passed unanimously by aye vote. 

Meeting adjourned at 4:40pm. 

John Jannitto 
Committee Chairman
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    MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING  
OF THE BRISTOL COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY 

Thursday, February 27, 2025 
450 Child Street (Boardroom), Warren, RI 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Board Members Present: 
Juan Mariscal, Chairman 
Thomas Kraig, Vice-Chairman 
Christopher Stanley, Secretary/Treasurer
Robert J. Martin, Board Member 
John M. Jannitto, Board Member 
William F. Gosselin, Board Member (arrived 5:13pm)
Stephen Gross, Board Member 
David E. Fales, Board Member 

Board Members Absent: 
Richard E. Fournier, Board Member 

BCWA Staff Attending: 
Stephen H. Coutu, Executive Director 
Michael Crawford, Deputy Executive Director 
Daniel Hughes, Finance Manager 
Joseph Granata, Customer Service Manager 
Colin O’Hara, Engineering Project Manager 
Lauren DeRuisseau, HR/Executive Assistant 

Others Attending: 
Legal Counsel Joseph Keough 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Call to Order 
Pursuant to proper notice, the Board Meeting of the Bristol County Water Authority was called 
to order by Chairman Mariscal at 5:00pm. 

2. Public Input 
There was no public input. 

3. Minutes 

a. Public Hearing – 1/23/25 

Director Gross moved the following motion seconded by Director Stanley 

Motion:  To approve. 
Motion passed unanimously by aye vote. 
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b. Board Meeting – 1/23/25 

Vice-Chairman Kraig made the following motion seconded by Director Gross 

Motion:  To approve. 
Motion passed unanimously by aye vote. 

4. Executive Director’s Report 
 Pawtucket Pipeline Connection – Beta is advancing the plans to 90% completion.  The 

current schedule calls for plans to be completed in spring/summer of 2025. 
 Demo of Water Treatment Plant – A meeting is tentatively scheduled for March 13th.  

Community members will be invited to attend. 
 Dam Removal Project – There will be some minor grading in the spring. 
 We received a federal grant from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation for $1.9M.  

A pause has been put on federal grant funding, which has since been rescinded.  We are 
still waiting to receive a recent reimbursement request of $304,519. 

 Lead Service Line Program – We are waiting to hear from the contractor as to when the 
21 public side services will be scheduled to be replaced.  We will be reaching out to those 
customers who have galvanized iron services to determine their level of interest in 
having their private side service replaced utilizing our 5-year no interest program. 

 We recently completed an ethics training by the State Ethics Commission for all of our 
employees.  This training is also available for our board members. 

 We have two RFPs out for bond counsel and financial advisor as those 3-year terms are 
about to expire. 

 We are currently advertising for a Water Utility Operator and we will be doing testing 
on March 5th. 

Operations report: 

 Crews are responding to water main breaks. 

 Preparing to support the improvement contractor from last year and the potential one 
that is currently being solicited. 

Engineering report: 

 Request for bids for the 2025 Water Distribution Improvement Project was published 
yesterday in the Providence Journal and posted on our website.  The bids are due on 
March 19th, and the bid award date is scheduled for March 27th. 

 Waiting for response from the State regarding funding to determine the scope of work 
for the lead service replacements. 

Director Gosselin joined the meeting at 5:13pm 

5. Financial Report 
(Appendix A) 
Finance Manager Dan Hughes provided a financial summary for January 2025. 

6. Board Member Town Council Reports 
There were no reports. 

7. Quarterly Write-Offs:  For Distribution Only 
For information only. 
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8. Board Vote on Annual Write-Offs Report 

Director Stanley moved the following motion seconded by Director Gross 

Motion:  To acknowledge Annual Gross Write-Offs in the amount of $46,684.60 less 
Recoveries of $16,953.12 resulting in net annual write-offs of $29,731.48. 
Motion passed unanimously by aye vote. 

9. Board Vote on 3-Year Auditing Services Agreement 
Finance Manager Dan Hughes stated that we received one proposal from CBIZ, which has 
purchased Marcum.  The proposed audit fees for 2025, 2026, and 2027 are $40,000, $41,000, 
and $42,000 respectively.  Single audit fee is $4,500 per major program.  We expect a single 
audit in FY2025 and potentially for FY2026.  The fees appear reasonable and recommend 
approval. 

Chairman Mariscal recused himself from voting due to a business relationship with Marcum.  
Vice-Chairman Kraig assumed oversight of the vote. 

Director Stanley made the following motion seconded by Director Martin 

Motion:  To approve. 
Motion passed by 6 aye votes, with one recusal by Chairman Mariscal and one 
abstention by Director Gross 

10. Report on Fountain Avenue Tank 
Executive Director Coutu provided an overview of the Fountain Avenue Tank.  Pare 
Engineering conducted a water age analysis and a pressure and flow analysis using the 
hydraulic model. In September 2024, a tank inspection was performed and found that the tank 
required a full rehabilitation.   Additionally, the Town of Barrington and Verizon have 
expressed interest in using the tank for cellular infrastructure.  An RFP will be issued 
regarding the availability of the tank for cellular infrastructure. 

11. Executive Session 

Director Gross moved the following motion seconded by Director Stanley 

MOTION:  To go into Executive Session. 
Enter into Executive Session as stated in the agenda for the meeting tonight. 
(re. Litigation of North Farm pursuant to RIGL s. 42-46-5 (a)(2); Litigation – RIDOH 
Notice of Violation pursuant to RIGL s. 42-46-5 (a)(2); Investment of Public Funds – 
Evaluation of Legal Services Proposals pursuant to RIGL s. 42-46-5(a)(7); Investment 
of Public Funds – Evaluation of Labor and Employment Law Services pursuant to 
RIGL s. 42-46-5(a)(7); Executive Director Performance Review – Pursuant to RIGL s. 
42-46-5(a)(1); Executive Session Minutes – Board Meeting 1/23/25) 
Motion passed unanimously by aye vote. 

The Board entered Executive Session at 5:35pm. 

The Board returned to open session at 6:24pm. 
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Director Martin made the following motion seconded by Director Stanley 

MOTION:  To seal the Executive Session minutes. 
Motion passed unanimously by aye vote. 

12. Board Vote on 3-Year Legal Services Agreement 

Vice-Chairman Kraig moved the following motion seconded by Director Gross 

MOTION:  To approve the 3-Year Legal Services Agreement (Keough & Sweeney). 
Approval to Keough & Sweeney for the 3-year Legal Services Agreement. 
Motion passed unanimously by aye vote. 

13. Board Vote on 3-Year Labor and Employment Law Service Agreement 

Director Jannitto moved the following motion seconded by Director Stanley 

MOTION:  To approve the contract for 3-Year Labor and Employment Law Services 
Agreement with Whalen, Corrente, and Flanders LLP . 
Motion passed unanimously by aye vote. 

14. Board Vote on Executive Director Salary 

Director Martin moved the following motion seconded by Director Gross 

MOTION:  Approve the Executive Director’s evaluation and his salary increase of 5%. 
Motion passed unanimously by aye vote. 

15. Board Vote on Executive Director Annual Goals 

Director Gross made the following motion seconded by Director Martin 

MOTION:  To table the Executive Director’s annual goals. 
Motion passed unanimously by aye vote. 

16. Next Scheduled Meeting(s): 
i. Board Meeting – March 27, 2025 

17. Adjournment 

Director Martin made the following motion seconded by Director Gross 

MOTION:  To adjourn. 
Motion passed unanimously by aye vote. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:29pm. 

___________________________  
Christopher Stanley 
Secretary 
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Town of Bristol
- Rhode Island -

2024 Annual Report
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• Safest City/Town in Rhode Island by SafeWise

• CALEA Accredited Police Department

• Tree City USA for conservation of our natural environments

• AARP Age-Friendly Community

• Continuing to work with businesses and road engineers to ensure 
accessibility for all

• 100 percent collection rates of property taxes

• Among the lowest property tax rates in the state

• AA+ Bond rating
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To our respected Bristol residents: 

Looking back at 2024, the Town of Bristol made numerous, significant 
improvements to the infrastructure, services, and amenities within the 
community. Moving forward to meet the diverse needs and expectations 
of our residents, while maintaining the rich traditions that define the 
Town, is both a challenge and a goal.

I, along with the dedicated staff who are committed to continuous 
improvement, understand that change is vital to a community and we 

welcome new ideas and innovative concepts that are for the betterment of 
our Town.

As noted in the recent financial bond audit, the Town of Bristol received an AA+ 
rating, in part, due to “good financial management practices” and “Bristol’s strong 

economy, consistent financial performance leading to maintenance of strong reserves, and very strong debt profile”.

Many of our projects are successful due to grant funding that helps to offset the financial burden to taxpayers. Across 
the Town’s departments, service to residents has influenced decision-making to ensure that municipal programs are 
strategically implemented to improve the quality of life in Bristol.

In my role as Town Administrator, I am privileged to experience special moments in the lives of our residents - from 
celebrating the accomplishments of young men achieving Eagle Scout, to sharing birthday cake with a resident who 
celebrated her 111th birthday, and reading to elementary grade students who have a thirst for learning - we are all 
neighbors.

As we take a look back at all we’ve accomplished in the past 12 months, I will continue to look forward to addressing 
the needs of a sustainable community, while exercising my fiduciary responsibility to our residents and businesses so 
that all can continue to enjoy the most patriotic town in America.

Respectfully,

Steven Contente
Town Administrator

A message 

to the community 

from 

Town Administrator 

Steven Contente
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Pictured left to right: (standing) Council Vice Chairwoman Mary Parella, Councilor Timothy Sweeney  
(seated) Councilor Antonio ‘Tony’ Teixeira, Council Chairman Nathan Calouro, Councilor Aaron Ley.

Town Council meetings are held every three weeks on Wednesdays at Bristol Town Hall. Residents are 
encouraged to attend in-person or view via Zoom.

Visit the Town Council page at BristolRI.gov for streaming information.

Steven Contente 
Town Administrator

Melissa Cordeiro 
Town Clerk
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• Completed Landfill Solar Project

• Tupelo Water Pump Station completion

• New playgrounds – Rockwell, Coelho Park

• Implemented Traffic Calming Policy to ensure safer 
neighborhoods

• Greenhouse remediation – Police grounds

• Continued work on HVAC at former Reynolds School 
building

• Munis Financial Software Upgrade

• Sewer Upgrades

• New Rescue 4

• New Engine 4

• Portside Road Right-of-Way improvements

• Reservoir Orchard Drainage improvements

• $1.7 million in paving projects

• Upgrade of Holiday Lights and electrical circuits

• Repair DPW Salt Shed

Notable 

Achievements  

and  

Improvements  

in 2024
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Portside Road Right-of-Way
Providing public access to the shoreline is important so that all residents and visitors can 
enjoy Bristol Harbor, Mt. Hope Bay and Narragansett Bay that surrounds our peninsula 
on its three sides. In 2024, significant improvements were made to the right-of-way on 
Portside Avenue, making the access point safer and less prone to washing out during rain 
events. The result is a more aesthetic and useable pathway.

Upgrade of Holiday Lights and Circuits
At the request of the Bristol Merchants Association, the Town purchased new LED 
Christmas lights to string along the downtown areas of Hope Street and State 
Street. Lighting choices were selected by the public through an on-line poll, and the 
decorative lighting was extended to the intersection at Franklin Street. The result is a 
true Grand Illumination of the downtown area.

Landfill Solar Project
The Town of Bristol, along with NuGen Capital and Toray Plastics, celebrated the 
successful launch of a 20,000-panel solar array at the former landfill on Minturn Farm 
Road that will generate renewable energy and return revenue to the Town. The project 
has an estimated production capacity of approximately 8.7 million kilowatt hours 
(kWh). This is enough to power over 700 homes and the equivalent of 9 million miles 
driven by gasoline-powered vehicles.

Under the lease agreement for use of the capped landfill, the Town will receive 
$110,000 in revenue each year, over the next 25 years. In addition, the Town will 
receive $15,000 annual payments in lieu of taxes for a period of 30 years.

$1.7 million in Road Re-surfacing
In 2024, the Town resurfaced over 9,235 linear feet of roadways. This year’s paving 
project was more comprehensive than in years past and included numerous drainage 
and stormwater improvements.

295

Item (CA) GG3.



Br
is

to
l, 

rh
od

e i
sl

an
d 

    
 f

in
an

ce
 &

 t
ax

The Finance Department is responsible 
for the financial business and transactions 
of the town, including budget preparation 
and administration, tax assessment and 
collection, disbursement, and purchasing.

Finance & Tax Collection
Bristol Town Hall
10 Court Street

P: 401-253-7000
Carl Carulli, Treasurer 

Brendon Smith, Deputy Treasurer
Michelle DiMeo, Tax Collector

Total Operating Budget FY 2024: 
$67,308,961

Department  Budget % of Total
Education   $29,990,009       43%
Police $ 9,396,769       13%
Sewer & Compost $ 7,093,845       10%
Public Works   $ 5,289,610         8%
Fire   $ 2,577,542         2%
Library  $ 1,233,966         2%
Parks & Recreation $ 1,097,267         2%
Harbor  $    510,829       <1%

The Town of Bristol continued to operate with a financially robust reserve. 

This, along with the Town’s collection rate of 100 percent, plays a role in the 
Town’s favorable standing with a Bond Rating of AA+ as determined by S&P 
Global Ratings.
Adding to the Town’s positive returns on investments averaging over 4 percent, 
the Finance team leveraged the Federal Reserves’ efforts to stimulate the 
economy and negotiated higher-than-usual rates on investable assets such as 
Certificates of Deposits.
The finance department also upgraded its financial software to enhance efficiency, 
improve financial transparency, and ensure better compliance with evolving 
regulatory standards. Additionally, it strengthens internal controls and security 
features, ensuring that public funds are managed responsibly and in accordance 
with best practices. This upgrade was a proactive step toward improving overall 
fiscal management and delivering better services to the community.

Net assessed values of Bristol properties:
Residential: $3,249,654,922
Commercial: $320,707,168

Businesses registered with the 
Bristol Tax Office:
No. of New businesses: 34 
No. of Total businesses: 732

Tax Collection
Bristol’s residential real estate (RRE) and commercial tax rate is $13.82 per 
$1,000. This RRE rate ranks among the lowest in the state while continuing to 
provide residents with a full array of services such as curbside trash and recycling 
pick-up, sidewalk snow removal in certain areas of Town, and maintains its public 
safety reputation as the safest community in Rhode Island.

In 2024, the Town Administrator, 
Town Treasurer, and members of 
the Town Council introduced and 
approved an Owner-Occupied 
Tax Rate.
Given the influx of residential 
properties being used as short- 
and long-term rental units, the 
use of these properties generates 
income for the property owners. 
Under the traditional tax structure, 
the Town of Bristol offered only 
residential and commercial real 
estate rates. 
With the new tax tier, property 
owners who are full-time residents 
residing in the property will receive 
a lower tax rate than income-
generating properties.
The tax structure was approved by 
the Town Council at the October 
9, 2024 regular meeting and 
the exemption will go into effect 
commensurate with the start of 
Fiscal Year 2026 (July 1, 2025).296
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The Bristol Police Department responded to or initiated 35,098 calls for service in 
2024. This represents an increase of 4.95 percent from 2023 (33,401 calls).

Most Common Traffic Citations
Using handheld devices 678
Speeding   354
Stop Sign violations 351
Lights Required  193 
Suspended/Canceled 
Registration  175
No seatbelt  128 
Traffic Control Devices    95
Leaving lane of travel   85 
DUI     29

Branches:
• Patrol
• Detectives
• Mobile Command

• Marine Unit
• Motorcycle Unit
• Drone Unit
• K-9 Unit

The Bristol Police Department consists of 41 sworn officers and 12 civilian 
members and one K-9 officer.

Accomplished Goals and Objectives for 2024
• Created a traffic calming policy
• In conjunction with the Community Development department, secured grants to remove 

greenhouses on abutting town-owned property
• The Bristol Police Retired Officers’ program created training requirements for retired 

officers
• All communication, networking, and hardware systems have been modernized in the 

Mobile Command Unit (MCU) using federal grants
• Implemented School Safety action items for facility assessment and active shooter 

training. Secured funding with the school district to support updating and installation of 
surveillance systems

• Reorganized department structure to meet current needs and enhance service to the 
community

• Revised officer promotional process to mirror the reorganizational plan
• Conducted a recruitment drive for both police and civilian staff 
• Introduced a wellness app to all personnel to provide a confidential tool for officers and 

support staff to promote a safe work environment, both on and off duty
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The Bristol Police Department is 
dedicated to the prevention of crime and 
disorder, reducing citizen fear of crime, 
providing for the safe and efficient flow 
of traffic, engaging the community in a 
variety of activities, and improving the 
quality of life of all members of the 
community.

Visit the Police Department page of the Town of Bristol 
website to view the 2024 Police Department Annual Report.

Bristol Police Department
395 Metacom Avenue

P: 401-253-6900
Kevin Lynch, Chief of Police

Scott McNally, Major, Operations

Community Policing & Outreach
Blue Envelope program – Provides those with special needs that impedes their ability 
to communicate with law enforcement officers a means to provide information during an 
encounter

Community Night Out – Brings public safety resources and the community together in a fun 
and festive event on Town Common

Youth Leadership Camp – Encourages participating youth to demonstrate and incorporate 
qualities such as teamwork, respect, honesty, integrity, courage and leadership into their 
daily lives

Special Olympics Torch Run – Members of the Bristol Police Department take part in the 
annual Torch Run through town to kick-off the Special Olympics athletic competition

Battle of the Badges – A friendly, annual softball competition for bragging rights between the 
Bristol Police and Fire Departments

Citizens Police Academy – A 10-week program that provides members of the community an 
opportunity to learn the inner workings of public safety and law enforcement

D.E.A. Drug Take-Back – Collected and disposed of 450 pounds of unused/unwanted 
prescription medications

Welcome new staff
The Bristol Police Department 
welcomed the following staff into 
the department in 2024:

Civilian Dispatchers
Steven Smith
Abigail Velleca

Animal Control
Camila Oliveira

Patrol Officers
Ziad Abdallah
Alexander Carvalho
Jonathan Jones
Joseph Leonardi
Jeremy Lima

“Officer Bristol” was introduced as the 
Bristol Police Department’s wood-sculpture 
mascot. The larger-than-life statue stands 
guard at the Police Department entrance 
and occasionally makes appearances 
throughout Town.
Officer Bristol is on-duty 24/7/365 and is 
always willing to pose for a photo-op.298
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Training
To ensure that volunteer members of the Bristol Fire Department are qualified to exceed 
the expectations of the Town and provide the same level of service as paid departments 
in other municipalities, firefighters and EMS professionals are required to successfully 
complete the appropriate trainings for their positions as listed below:

• Probationary firefighter training
• RI Fire Academy Firefighter 1 and 2 course
• RI Fire Academy company Officer 1021 course
• Computer based continuing education
• Advanced Cardiac Life Support, Pediatric Advanced Life Support
• Monthly Company drills 
• EMS Continuing Education
• Live Fire Training in the department burn trailer
• Emergency Vehicle Operations
• Fire Inspections and Codes
• Marine Operations

Operations
• Continued maintenance and building improvements to all stations
• Continued fire inspection program striving for inspections of properties at least 

every 3 years
• Received $48,719 grant for Townwide IT upgrades
• Received Legislative grant of $1500 for purchase of radio equipment
• Assisted with implementation of new security system software and hardware Town-

wide

The Bristol Volunteer Fire 
Department continued to provide 
exceptional service to the Town 
of Bristol, providing 24/7/365 
response to residents.

Emergency Responses - Five-year Comparison
  2020** 2021 2022 2023 2024

Total runs* 3,588 4,250 4,387 4,450 4,411
EMS  2,831 3,454 3,674 3,680 3,587
Fire    757    796    712    770    824
*Receive multiple calls at once 41% of the time 
**Height of COVID 19 Pandemic Lockdown
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The purpose of the Bristol Fire Department 
is to provide fire prevention, fire 
suppression, life safety education, pre-
hospital emergency medical treatment 
and transportation of the critically sick 
or injured, public outreach, injury 
prevention, emergency management, 
and mitigation of all hazards.

Bristol Fire Department
Headquarters

4 Annawamscutt Drive
P: 401-253-6912 (non-emergency)

Michael DeMello, Fire Chief/EMA Director
Stephen Knapman, Deputy Fire Chief - 

Administration

Bristol, Rhode Island  
Volunteer Fire Companies

Community Services
• RI Department of Health, various committees, and interests for pre-hospital care
• Community Training Center for CPR courses
• Participated in Community Night out on the Common
• Administered seasonal FLU vaccines to employees, seniors, and community 

residents
• Elementary school fire safety presentations 
• Annual Blood Drive
• Took delivery of new Rescue 4 and new Engine 4 

Goals 2025
• Continue to utilize Medical Director for quality improvement through EMS call 

review and training
• Continue to improve on disaster response in cooperation with RI Department of 

Health and the RI Emergency Management Agency
• Continue community education and risk reduction programs 
• Continue professional development for personnel
• Complete specifications and order new Rescue 1 (2.5-year delivery time)
• Conduct training for Probationary Firefighters, RI Fire Academy Firefighter Level 

1 and 2 course
• Conduct Emergency Medical Technician course
• Conduct NFPA 1521 Incident Safety Officer training for Chiefs and Company 

Officers
• Conduct NFPA 1002 Driver Operator Course for engine and ladder personnel

Hydraulion Engine & Hose Company No. 1

Defiance Hose Company No. 1

Dreadnaught Hook, Ladder &  
Hose Company No. 1

Ever-Ready Engine &  
Hose Company No. 2300
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In keeping with its mission, the Department of 
Public Works provides numerous environmental, 
health, and public safety services to the residents 
and businesses of Bristol, including:
• Curbside collection of trash and recycling
• A fully operational transfer station
• Road maintenance
• Drainage improvements
• General maintenance and repair of public 

property
• Snow and ice removal
• Storm preparation and response
• And many other services that provide for a 

safe and healthy town

The department proudly assumes an instrumental role in the planning and 
implementation of all the Town’s large events and collaborates with other Town 
departments in many of the services they provide.

• DPW updated and replaced all the Christmas lights and electrical infrastructure 
along Hope Street. This included updating the lights to LED and adding new 
electrical lines and power services. 

• Assisted parks and recreation with the demolition and installation of 2 new 
playgrounds. 

• The Planning Department, on behalf of DPW, received a grant to update nearly 
every garage door in the facility to insulated doors. This is expected to save a 
significant amount of money on heating over the course of the winter. 

• The department’s salt shed was repaired and the loading dock altered to make 
the sanding operation much more efficient. 

• Two new guardrails were installed to enhance vehicular safety and the 
department rehabilitated and opened the newly acquired Town parking lot on 
Thames Street.

Trash & Recycling Collection 
The department provides weekly curbside trash and recycling collection. The entire trash 
and recycling operation is conducted by DPW personnel to include the collection, transfer 
and hauling of all municipal solid waste and recyclables to RI Resource and Recovery. 
DPW operates, staffs, and maintains the Town’s transfer station. This allows residents to 
dispose of up to two tons of mixed solid waste per year. 

• Disposed of 6,425 tons of mixed solid waste
• Recycled 2,211 tons of material

The Town earned a credit from RIRRC for meeting our recycling goal relative to the total 
disposal amount of mixed solid waste.
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Department of Public Works
111 Mt. Hope Avenue

P: 401-253-4100
Christopher Parella, Director

Road Maintenance and Improvements
The department applied for and received $387,000 from Governor McKee’s Road and Bridge program to bolster the Town’s annual 
road paving project. 
• In 2024, the Town of Bristol and the Department of Public Works resurfaced over 9,235 linear 

feet of roadways. This year’s paving project was more comprehensive than in year’s past and 
included numerous drainage and stormwater improvements.

• The department oversaw the implementation of a large-scale drainage project on Mt. Hope 
Avenue designed to mitigate some long-standing stormwater issues.

• Maintained 86 miles of Town roadways including snow and ice removal, and pothole and 
trench repair

• Inspected all construction work within the Town’s right of ways 
• Provided, installed and maintained streetlights within the Town’s right of ways, traffic signs and 

other traffic devices, and pavement markings and painting for parking, crosswalks, and traffic 
control

• Updated and installed new software systems for pavement management and drainage 
maintenance

• Updated, maintained, and monitored all stormwater drainage infrastructure in the Town’s rights-of-way

Tree Maintenance
The department conducts 
full-scale tree maintenance 
and removal in concert 
with the Tree Warden.

In 2024, the DPW 
responded to 240 tree 
maintenance requests.

The mission of the Department of Public 
Works is to enhance the quality of life for 
the entire community by providing a wide 
array of services that address public safety 
and health.
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The Water Pollution Control (WPC) Department successfully completed several 
outstanding upgrades and improvement projects to better service the community.

The completion of our electrical upgrade, a necessary upgrade to facilitate the 
solids handling project, involved replacement of conduits and consolidation of 
several transfer switches to one central switch for backup service during power 
outages.

The largest contract was the solids handling contract where multiple pieces of new 
equipment were installed. 

Upgraded equipment such as new pumps for thickened sludge, blended sludge 
along with new piping, the addition of a new blending tank, and the refurbishing of 
our thickener tank along with replacement of two belt presses with two new screw 
presses. 

Calls and complaints from neighbors led to the discovery of a failure of the 
odor control system on the new blending tank. That malfunction has since been 
corrected.

Closed out a collections system project in areas in town that were identified as 
‘compromised’ and/or constructed of asbestos piping. In those areas, sewer mains 
were relined, along with replacement of several manholes.

At our main pumpstation, a contract was awarded to repair screw pumps. 
Gearboxes were swapped out and new para-flex couplings were installed.

The department dealt with several storms during the year. A January event downed a tree on 
Annawamscutt Avenue near our pumpstation which left the station without power for several 
hours. Other storms necessitated the use of both our stand-by and portable generators. 
Currently, due to sea-level rise, we have notified the State Department of Environmental 
Management that we intend to abandon the Ferry Road pump station as it has come close to 
being flooded during several storm events.

Currently, the Town is seeking an State Revolving Fund (SRF) loan of $2.5 million to address 
several items, including:

• improvements at the compost facility
• preliminary design/evaluation of the Ferry Road pumpstation abandonment
• miscellaneous improvements at the sewer facility
• continuation of the sewer collection rehabilitation
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The Water Pollution Control Department 
is responsible for the maintenance 
and improvement of the Town’s sewer 
systems, wastewater treatment plant and 
compost facility

Water Pollution Control Department
2 Plant Avenue

P: 401-253-8877
Jose DaSilva, Superintendent

Staff, Training & Safety
Several department members participated in various training events. 
Two operators successfully completed the year-long Operator Boot Camp presented by the 
RI Department of Environmental Management. The program instructed participants on the 
many ways of treating wastewater. 

A new trash compactor was put on the road for the Compost facility, and a new employee 
was hired as a laborer.

Throughout the year maintenance of equipment was maintained and the department 
rendered assistance to other departments such as DPW and Parks & Recreation.
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Throughout 2024, the staff at Parks 
& Recreation made a significant, 
positive impact on the health, 
wellness and quality of life for Bristol 
residents by delivering high-quality 
programs and services designed to 
enrich lives.

Facility Improvements
Maintenance and improvements to existing facilities and equipment extends the 
usable life of the Town’s resources and uses taxpayer’s money efficiently. In 2024, 
the Parks & Rec department identified several areas that needed maintenance and 
improvements, and made investments that will sustain the Town’s facilities for the 
foreseeable future.
• New HVAC system
• New playground equipment at Rockwell Park and Cedarcrest Park
• New web platform for camp registration
• Updated sound system in gymnasium/yoga studio and blue room at Quinta 

Gamelin
• Improvements to Town Beach and Independence Park restrooms

Health & Wellness
• 2,507 classes for an average of 48 classes per week. Participation increased by 

10 percent over 2023, with 29,154 total participants
• Yoga accounted for 32 percent of programming
• Indoor Pickleball program increased to four sessions during the winter months
• Virtual meditation classes are offered for remote participation

Summer Camp had 477 children registered, averaging 325 campers per day in 
attendance

Facility Use
340 facility permits were issued for special events and tournaments

Community Events
Concerts at the Gazebo presented nine successful shows during the summer, with attendance 
as high as 300-plus, including the first ever Concert at the Beach on the patio.
Bus trips included:
• PPAC for Beautiful Noise
• Stadium Theatre for A Christmas Carol
• Haunted Happenings in Salem, MA
• Boston Red Sox
• NYC (Fall and Spring)
• LaSallette Shrine, and Tanger outlets at Foxwoods
1,038 participants took part in the road trips
Over 75 people attended this first-time Community Wellness Fair held at Quinta-Gamelin 
Community Center, partnered with Bristol’s Health Equity Zone, local organizations and town 
departments.
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Parks & Recreation Department
101 Asylum Road
P: 401-253-1611

Warren Rensehausen, Director
Tim Shaw, Deputy Director

Playgrounds
Cedarcrest Park

Coelho Park
Rockwell Park
Sowams Park
Town Beach

Town Common 
Vet’s Park

Parks
Bristol Town Beach and Sports Complex

Cedarcrest Park
Coelho Park
Gibson Pond

Independence Park
Leahy Pond

McKenna Memorial Park
Milly House Park

Mosaico Park
Mt Hope Rain Garden

Paull Park
Rockwell Park
Sowams Park
Thomas Park

Town Common
Union Street Beach Area

Veteran’s Memorial Garden
Veteran’s Park

Walley Beach at Herreshoff Park

Sports Fields
Bristol Town Beach and Sports Complex 

Veteran’s Park
Town Common

Paull Park

Tennis & Pickleball courts
Bristol Town Beach and Sports Complex 

Town Common

Basketball courts
Town Common

Bristol Town Beach and Sports Complex 
Vet’s Park

Cedarcrest Park
Coelho Park

Sowams Park

The Bristol Parks & Recreation Department 
provides a variety of events, activities and 
programs that appeal to residents of every age 
group and diverse interests. 

Bristol Golf Park
Bristol Golf Park celebrated its first year in operation. The course, operated by Northeast Golf 
Company, works in conjunction with Bristol Parks and Recreation to support the sports and 
activities programming available within the Town. 
Northeast Golf Company leases the golf course property from the Town and operates the 
business of Bristol Golf Park independently from the Town of Bristol. 
The Golf Park offers golf, as well as numerous special events and activities throughout the 
year, including ‘Bark in the Park’, nature walks, and other passive activities.

Looking ahead to 2025
As the population and resident needs change, so do the projects that will meet those needs. 
In 2025, the Parks & Recreation team will continue to identify and address those areas that 
return the most benefit and improve the community-at-large. 
Looking ahead, planned projects include:

• New programs/activities such as youth basketball clinics and the formation of an 
organized league 

• Replace playground at Coelho Park
• Construct a Dog Park
• Install new flooring in Blue Room at Quinta Gamelin Center
• Open the Community and Senior services center on Town Common
• Launch new registration platform on the Town’s website
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Bristol’s Harbormaster’s office oversees the operations and safety 
of boating activity in and around the Town’s waterways, the 

maritime center, public boat ramps, docks and moorings, 
public rights-of-way to the waterfront, and motor vehicle 

parking along the Thames Street waterfront.

Maritime Center 
The Maritime Center is normally used by 
Transient Boaters and Visitors to Bristol.

During the high season (April through 
October) an estimated 250 boaters utilized 
the facility Monday through Thursday with 
an increase to 550 to 600 on weekends 
and holidays. 

Slips & Moorings
• 1,410 Reservations April through October
• 752 Dock (including hourly, daily, and 

overnight stays)
• 658 Moorings (includes half-day and 

overnight stays)
• Approximately 28% Rhode Island 

Residents
• 72% out-of-state or International visitors

State Street Fuel Dock
74,150 gallons of gas and diesel sold
• 36,125 gallons of diesel
• 38,025 gallons of gas

Enforcement (Harbor/Traffic)
• Parking Tickets: 270
• Boating Violations:  22 Summons
• Boating Warnings:   50

Emergency responses
• 22 urgent distressed boaters
• 65 distress boaters

Quality & Safety
Held Two Boater Safety Classes
35  Students Total

The Bristol Harbor and Maritime enjoyed a successful year of boating-related activities. 
Some of the highlights include:

The Bristol Harbor Management Plan received 
Coastal Resources Management Council (CRMC) 
approval for the Town’s Harbor Management 
Plan, commensurate with minimal revisions for 
clarification.

The Plan outlines processes, procedures, and 
allowable uses of the harbor and waterway in 
Bristol.

Bristol Harbormaster’s Office  
& Maritime Center
127 Thames Street
P: 401-253-1700

Gregg Marsili, Harbormaster
John Perry, Deputy Harbormaster

The Harbor Department purchased a new 
pump-out vessel, funded through a grant from 
the Rhode Island Department of Environmental 
Management Clean Vessel Act grant. The new 

23-foot Northcoast PumpKleen will be used to 
assist boaters with properly disposing of sewage 
to help keep Bristol Harbor and neighboring 
waterways clean.

Boaters Choice Award Winner 
6th consecutive year 

(Marina.com)

The 11th annual Blessing of the Fleet and Harbor Festival raised over 
$10,000 to host a kids’ fishing event at the Town docks in Spring 2025.  
Over 40 boats participate in the Blessing of the Fleet. 
Miss Rhode Island and Miss Teen Rhode Island joined the festivities 
this year with the winner of the Stuffie Competition - Leon Silvia.

2024 Best Harbor
4th Best in Nation 
(US Harbors poll)
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Buildings & Properties

Walley School Building – High Street
Work continues on the restoration and rehabilitation of 
the former Walley School to be used as a Senior Center. 
Once complete, the Center will retain some of its original 
characteristics as a school while offering inter-generational 
resources to residents.

Oliver School Building – State Street
Successfully completed the sale of the former Oliver School. The new owner plans to convert 
the former school to residential apartments.

Robin Rug Mill Building
Work began on the former Robin Rug Mill Complex on 
Thames Street to convert the former factory into 127 
apartments and 6,300 square feet of commercial space, 
including a public boardwalk along the Bristol Harbor. 
The rehabilitation and reuse of the buildings will be in 
accordance with the guidelines of the Rhode Island 
Historical Preservation and Heritage Commission and the 
Bristol Historic District Commission. 

Reynolds School Building – 235 High Street
Work continued in the former Reynolds School, using APRA funds to upgrade the HVAC 
system. The building houses the Community Development and BWRSD Administration.

Community Development
235 Hight Street
P: 401-253-7000

Diane Williamson, Director

• Planning
• Zoning
• Historic District
• Building Official
• Code Compliance
• Conservation & Open 

Space

The Community Development Department manages 
functions of the Town related to Planning, Zoning, 
Code Compliance, Building Inspection, Historic 
District, Redevelopment, as well as land use, 
housing, air pollution, and the protection of the natural 
environment within the town.

Grant-assisted projects
• A consultant was hired to update the 

National Waterfront Historic District 
survey.

• Held a public workshop with the 
residents of the Annawamscutt 
and Sowams neighborhoods to get 
input on a water quality project. This 
grant funded project will provide the 
Town with 10% concept plans for 
water quality improvements in this 
neighborhood, including the area 
around Leahy Pond and Sowams 
Park.

Community improvements
• Created an on-line application 

through the Open Gov permitting 
portal for the HDC applications

• Partnered with Barrington and RI 
Statewide Planning on a Resilience 
Plan for Route 114

In 2024, the Community Development staff and relevant boards and commissions continued 
to work with engineers, contractors, property owners and other agencies to ensure that 
Bristol adheres to the Town’s Stragegic Plan and prepares to meet the diverse needs of the 
ever-developing community.
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Throughout 2024, members of the Library, Friends, and community worked 
collaboratively with strategic planning professionals to create a five-year strategic plan. 
The library’s strategic plan centered its goals around the topics of education, workforce 
development, and health outcomes to ensure that Bristol is an informed, happy, and 
healthy community.

Circulated items 
106,891 

(compared to 99,460 in 2023)  
Patrons who used the library’s lending resources saved 

*$2,103,020 by borrowing from the library.
*Value calculated by Ocean State Libraries based on an  

estimated value of each item if purchased new.

Total Library Cardholders
8,156  

(compared to 7,357 in 2023)
Space reservations

1,733  
(compared to 1,480 in 2023)

Program Attendance
13,686  

(compared to 12,599 in 2023)

Community Learning Center Grant
In early 2024 the Town of Bristol received a $1.75 million grant from the US 
Treasury’s Community Facilities Grant program by way of the RI Pandemic Recovery 
Office. 
The grant program is for the construction or renovation of multipurpose community 
facilities. 
Rogers Free Library is thrilled that the Town of Bristol recognizes the significant 
role the library plays as a community hub and decided to invest these funds into the 
Library to make a number of improvements, including facility repairs and updated 
ADA compliance. 
In addition, the grant will fund improvements to the library including three new quiet 
study spaces that may be used for work, study, tutoring, and private telehealth visits, 
as well as a 775 square foot makerspace – a collaborative space that provides tools 
and resources for people to create, learn, and share. 
The makerspace will also be used as an additional library classroom. 
Modifications and construction are expected to commence in Spring 2025.

English Language Learning courses
In collaboration with EBCAP (East Bay Community Action Program), the library now hosts 
dynamic English classes to help non-native speakers build skills in reading writing, speaking 
and listening. 
The Library also curated a selection of picture dictionaries, textbooks, and other materials for 
members of the English Language Learner community.

Learn365RI
The Learn365 initiative, which was known last year as the Bristol Career & Technical 
Academy, was merged into library programming in the summer. 
This program, affectionately called “Career Explorers,” continues to offer educational 
programs outside of school to BWRSD students in grades 6 through 12. 
In 2024, we offered five programs for over 30 different teens with the help from partners 
around the town, like the Herreshoff Museum, Roger Williams University, and Shine On 
Social. 
Three of these programs were hands-on workshops where students built their own 
Skateboards, model sailboats, and 3D printers. 
The remaining two programs were classes in personal branding and career exploration within 
Media & Communications.

Rogers Free Library ~ A Year in Review

“The only thing that you 
absolutely have to know, is the 
location of the library.”

Albert Einstein
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E-Sports
The library is the home of the MHHS eSports team. The team made it to the playoffs this past 
year, and one of our team members won an All-State Award for Mario Kart. 
Winter Reading Challenge
As a literacy initiative, we offered a Winter Reading Challenge for children & teens. We had 
110 participants.
Summer Reading
We saw an increase in Summer Reading Participants, with 312 children & 100 adults 
participating this year. Dozens of programs surrounding the theme, Read Renew Repeat, 
captured audiences of all ages.
Bring Your Child to The Library
We celebrated Bring Your Child to the Library Day, where we sign up children for their first 
library cards and enjoy a fun-filled day at the library with crafts, story times, and games that 
teach them about the library.
Salute to Veterans Exhibit
With funding from a Friends of the Rogers Free Library community grant, the library 
presented a public exhibition of artwork created by local veterans at summer workshops led 
by the Bristol Art Museum. The veterans shared their stories and their exhibit enriched the 
cultural fabric of Bristol.

Author Talks
A variety of impressive authors read 
from and discussed their works with the 
community, including Margot Livesey, 
Don Winslow and Dawn Tripp. 
Let’s Talk: Caregiving Matters
An important series at the library that 
offers community connection, practical 
information, and discussion to those who 
may become caregiver, those who are 
currently caregiving and those who might 
need a caregiver someday.
Bristol BookFest
Herman Melville’s Moby Dick was a tale 
of the sea, and the library offered over 10 
programs centered around the maritime 
novel, such as craft nights, lectures, art 
displays and film screenings.

Rogers Free Library ~ A Year in Review

Rogers Free Library 
525 Hope Street 
P: 401-253-6948

W: rogersfreelibrary.org
Eileen Dyer, Director

Anne Marie Silvia, Chair 
RFL Board of Trustees

Our Vision
Bristol is an informed, happy,  

and healthy community.

Our Mission
We welcome, we share,  

we build community.
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