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CITYof BRISBANE 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Wednesday, September 28, 2022 at 6:30 P.M. ● Virtual Meeting 

 

 
This meeting is compliant with the Ralph M. Brown act as amended by California Assembly Bill 
No. 361 effective September 16, 2021 providing for a public health emergency exception to the 
standard teleconference rules required by the Brown Act.  The purpose of this is to provide a safe 
environment for the public, staff and committee members, while allowing for public participation. 
The public may address the committee using exclusively remote public comment options. The 
Committee may take action on any item listed in the agenda. 

PUBLIC MEETING VIDEOS 
Members of the public may view the Open Space and Ecology Committee meeting by logging 
into the Zoom Meeting listed below. Open Space and Ecology Committee meetings can also be 
viewed live and/or on-demand via the City’s YouTube Channel, www.youtube.com/brisbaneca, 
or on Comcast Channel 27. Archived videos can be replayed on the City’s 
website, http://brisbaneca.org/meetings.  

TO ADDRESS THE COMMITTEE 
The Open Space and Ecology Committee (OSEC) Meeting will be an exclusively virtual meeting. 
The OSEC agenda materials may be viewed online at www.brisbaneca.org at least 24 hours prior 
to a Special Meeting, and at least 72 hours prior to a Regular Meeting.  

Remote Public Comments: 
Meeting participants are encouraged to submit public comments in writing in advance of the 
meeting. Aside from commenting while in the Zoom meeting, the following email and text line 
will be also monitored during the meeting and public comments received will be read into the 
record during Oral Communications or during an Item. 

Email: aetherton@brisbaneca.org 

Join Zoom Meeting: www.brisbaneca.org/zoom-osec  
Meeting ID: 976 4295 0160 
Passcode: 544511 
Call In Number:  669.900.9128  

SPECIAL ASSISTANCE 
If you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact Adrienne Etherton at 
aetherton@brisbaneca.org or (415) 508-2118.  Notification in advance of the meeting will enable 
the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Open Space and Ecology Committee 

Meeting Agenda 
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MEETING SETUP AND INTRODUCTION 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL  

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

A. Minutes of August 24, 2022  

NEW BUSINESS 

B. Annual waste diversion report – Teresa Montgomery, South San Francisco Scavenger Co  

C. Recommending a letter encouraging a federal Climate Emergency Declaration 

STAFF UPDATES 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

CALENDAR ITEMS 

CHAIR AND COMMITTEE MEMBER MATTERS 

NEXT MEETING: October 26, 2022 

ADJOURNMENT 
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File Attachments for Item:

A. A.  Minutes of August 24, 2022
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CITYof BRISBANE 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Wednesday, August 24, 2022 at 6:30 P.M. ● Virtual Meeting 
 

MEETING SETUP AND INTRODUCTION 

CALL TO ORDER – 6:34 PM 

ROLL CALL  
Committee members present: Becker, Calmes, Fieldman, Nunan, Rogers, Salmon  

Staff members present: Deputy Director of Public Works, Kinser; Sustainability Manager, Etherton; 
Sustainability Intern, Regan 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

Salmon moved to adopt the agenda and Rogers seconded; the motion was adopted unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Salmon announced the Garden Show at the Community Center on August 27; Calmes added that 
contest submissions could be made at 11 and the event would open to the public at 1pm. Salmon 
announced the San Bruno Mountain Watch Pancake Breakfast and Plant Sale on Saturday Sept 11. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS – None. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

A. Minutes of July 27, 2022 – Salmon noted a date correction, the Edge of the Wild 
screening is August 26 not 28. Salmon moved to approve the minutes, Nunan seconded; the 
motion was adopted unanimously by roll call vote. 

NEW BUSINESS 

B. Building Efficiency Program update – Rachel Martinez Regan, Sustainability Intern  
• Regan provided an update on BBEP, including unveiling the public disclosure 

dashboard which was recently created by GIS Manager Bob Sage and added to 
the program webpage (brisbaneca.org/bbep). At 3+ months past the reporting 
deadline 75% of buildings are in compliance and 14 buildings received a Notice of 
Violation. Regan also shared statistics on the extensive outreach and building 
representative support and noted that she will be continuing in a part time role 
with the City and working to prepare for the Beyond Benchmarking phase. 

C. Discussion on Public Comment to CAP Subcommittee from Anja Miller re: Solar Panels 
on the Library 

• The committee discussed and agreed that actions which have a more direct 
impact on emissions reductions should be prioritized due to limited budgets, 

Open Space and Ecology Committee 
Meeting Minutes 
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though there was support for solar panels and battery storage at the library for 
resiliency purposes and as a visible signal to the community. The committee 
agreed the CAP Subcommittee should send an email response to Miller. 

D. Discussion on Public Comment to OSEC from Dana Dilworth re:  Amending Waste 
Discharge Requirements for Bayfront Landfills 

• Fieldman and Salmon provided some background on the issue. After brief 
discussion Fieldman moved the committee send a letter supporting Dilworth’s 
inquiries, which Salmon seconded. Kinser clarified that the letter would need to 
be written and come back to OSEC for approval; Fieldman will draft. 

E. Recommending a letter encouraging a federal Climate Emergency Declaration 
• Fieldman explained that the City has passed a Climate Emergency Declaration 

and while the Inflation Reduction Act has recently passed at the federal level, it is 
a spending bill and has some provisions for fossil fuels put in to allow passage 
and environmentalists still encourage a declaration.  

• Becker has reached out to the Center for Biological Diversity, which had created 
a report detailing what a declaration could allow, to find out what impact the 
Inflation Reduction Act has on their recommendation. The CAP subcommittee 
will draft a letter upon receiving that response to bring back to OSEC for 
recommendation. 

STAFF UPDATES 

Etherton: 
• Noted that OSEC members should have received instructions from the City Clerk and IT 

regarding setting up City emails which should be used for committee communications 
going forward. Members expressed concern about the rollout and were encouraged to 
contact the Clerk to set up a meeting to complete setup if needed. Send Etherton an 
email from the new account once you are set up so we can coordinate cutover. 

• Reported that the City Hall Heat Pump Water Heater and EV charging projects on city 
properties recently submitted permit applications. 

• The Brisbane Village EV Fast Charger has been inoperable for roughly 2 months, but 
ChargePoint just sent a quote for a part replacement which we are moving forward with.  

• The Utility division recently submitted a grant application for Automated Meter 
Infrastructure which estimated the project would provide 9.45% reduction in total water 
demand and 20,386.6 kWH annual energy savings. 

• Two updates from the San Mateo Resource Conservation District (RCD) whose board 
Etherton sits on: San Bruno Mountain Owl & Buckeye Canyons Habitat Enhancement 
Project will remove invasives, encroaching scrub and plant native and nectar plants. First 
Flush, an annual citizen science program to measure water quality during first significant 
rain of the season, is holding a volunteer training on Wed Sept 14th at 5:30.  

Fieldman asked about the street tree watering program with water collected from pipe flushing. 
Kinser responded that the maintenance team leader is getting this set up; she later noted that he 
confirmed Davey Tree is set to start on August 30. 
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SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS  
• Climate Action Plan (Becker, Ebel, Fieldman) – Our recent meeting focused on the 

Climate Emergency letter and reach codes. Etherton reached out to planning and 
Peninsula Clean Energy for info before the next subcommittee meeting on Sept 13. 

• Events (Rogers, Salmon, Nunan) – Salmon reported on the subcommittees plans for Day 
in the Park and encouraged committee members to help out at the booth. Etherton will 
send a sign-up sheet with shifts and request if any additional materials are needed. 

• Education and Outreach (Fieldman, Rogers) – The library display on gardening was 
posted a couple weeks earlier. Etherton is coordinating with library staff to have a sign 
on the display crediting OSEC. 

• *Open Space Plan Update (Calmes, Rogers, Salmon) – Kinser is working to bring the 
proposed update to Council in September. 

• *Crocker Trail Frog Habitat (Rogers, Salmon, Calmes) – Rogers noted the subcommittee 
recently met and will be meeting on site with a consultant on Sept 12. Upon inquiry 
Kinser noted that the consultant is a staff biologist from the RCD. She also shared that 
City staff saw Paul Bouscal out at the site doing work and invited him to the meeting. 

• *Invasive Species Ordinance (Becker, Fieldman, Nunan) – subcommittee meeting 
without staff on Sept 9th 

• *Dark Skies Ordinance (Becker, Ebel, Salmon) – Etherton will schedule a meeting 
• *Tree Issues (Calmes, Ebel, Salmon) – Calmes reported the subcommittee met and she is 

working on a brochure to distribute at Day in the Park. Salmon added that she sent 
sample RFPs for an urban canopy report. 

• Salmon noted the Liaisons to Council need to be updated with the new chair & vice chair 
• There has been no activity on the Baylands subcommittee 

CALENDAR ITEMS 
• Etherton shared the Coastal Cleanup Day poster 
• Salmon asked about scheduling a planting day; Etherton suggested January since 

December is very busy for most, and Fieldman noted a dry winter is expected so 
December may not be preferable for that reason 

• Becker requested Scavenger double check the pounds per person figure which was 
questioned last year before their presentation 

• Nunan asked if the subcommittee could review the Letters to Acres property owners 
template before they are sent out 

• Salmon reported that the Trash to Treasure Workshop had low turnout but those in 
attendance had a great time. Submissions to the Challenge are due Sept 9. 

CHAIR AND COMMITTEE MEMBER MATTERS – None. 

NEXT MEETING: September 28, 2022 

ADJOURNMENT – 8:25 PM 
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File Attachments for Item:

B. Annual waste diversion report – Teresa Montgomery, South      San Francisco Scavenger Co
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City of Brisbane
Recycling Update 2022

Teresa Montgomery

Sustainability Manager

Teresa@ssfscavenger.com
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Data Summary:

Total Disposal in 2020  = 6,719 tons

Divided by population = 8 lbs per person per day

Divided by employment = 4.7 lbs per person per day 
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Outreach:
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Outreach:
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Lid Flipping (as required by SB 1383):
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Lid Flipping (as required by SB 1383):
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Enhanced Sorting:
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City of Brisbane
Recycling Update 2022

Teresa Montgomery

Sustainability Manager

Teresa@ssfscavenger.com
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File Attachments for Item:

C. Recommending a letter      encouraging a federal Climate Emergency Declaration

17

C.



 

Providing Quality Services 

 
 

 
 
   
[Date] 
 
President Joseph R. Biden 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear President Biden, 
 
The Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) of 2022 is a historic piece of legislation but will still fall short of 
protecting the United States, the Earth and humanity from climate change, which is already 
having adverse effects on weather and health. The City of Brisbane California urges you to declare a 
climate emergency and use your executive authority to augment and jumpstart the provisions of the 
IRA and speed the transition from fossil fuels to renewables.   
 
It is within your executive powers to implement policies throughout the federal agencies to enforce 
existing climate friendly policies and close loopholes that allow the worst polluters to make the most 
profits. The Revolving Door Project's "The Corporate Crackdown Project - Climate" report from 
August 2022 (Ref 1) suggests a number of important actions you can take, such as sanctioning those 
who attack Amazon forest protectors, auditing the Defense Department's pollution-generating 
practices (burn pits and fossil fuel dependence), and incorporating the true cost of environmental 
damage into the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs "cost-benefit" analysis.   
 
Further, through declaration of a climate emergency you could unlock various executive emergency 
powers to reduce dependence on and production of fossil fuels, as described in the Center for 
Biological Diversity's report "The Climate President's Emergency Powers" from February 2022 (Ref 
2). Two of the most important actions that have not been addressed by the IRA are suspending new 
domestic fossil fuel leases (whether offshore or on public lands) and using the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) to sanction investment in fossil fuel production abroad. 
 
The City of Brisbane invites you to join us and hundreds of other communities around the country in 
declaring a climate emergency and urges you to use all the powers granted to the Executive Branch 
to protect the United States and her citizens from the dire consequences of climate change. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Coleen Mackin 
Mayor, City of Brisbane 
 
 
References 
1. Corporate Crackdown Project - Climate (https://therevolvingdoorproject.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/09/Corporate-Crackdown-Project-Climate-1.pdf) and its two-page summary 
(https://therevolvingdoorproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Corporate-Crackdown-Climate-two-pager.pdf) 
from the Revolving Door Project, August 2022.  
2. The Climate President's Emergency Powers, (https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/energy-
justice/pdfs/Climate-Emergency-Powers-Report.pdf) from the Center for Biological Diversity, February 2022 
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