
 

AGENDA 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING - REGULAR SESSION 

MONDAY, APRIL 06, 2026 at 9:00 AM 

Bonifay City Hall Council Meeting Room – 301 J Harvey Etheridge St. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

A. Invocation 

B. Pledge of Allegiance 

II. APPROVE AGENDA 

III. APPROVE MINUTES 

A. March 16th, 2026 Regular Session 

IV. APPROVE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE / TRANSFERS / FINANCIAL SHEETS TO REVIEW 

V. VISITORS – PUBLIC ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

NON- AGENDA AUDIENCE  

Effective October 1, 2013, Florida Statute 286.0114 mandates that “members of the public shall be 

given a reasonable opportunity to be heard on a proposition before a Board or Commission.” Each 

individual shall have three (3) minutes to speak on the proposition before the Board. . THIS IS NOT 

A QUESTION AND  ANSWER SESSION. It is NOT a political forum, nor is it a time for personal 

accusations and  derogatory remarks to/or about City personnel. Those who wish to speak are 

reminded to observe  proper decorum, and to avoid the use of profane or vulgar language. If you 

would like to address  the City Council please come to the podium, state your name and address for 

the record 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 

A. City Clerk Hire  - Mayor Cook 

B. Planning & Zoning Board Member 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
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A. Easement Abandonment Request- 405 Rangeline Street 

B. Easement Abandonment Request - Cotton Street 

C. Variance Request for Summit Locations for 902 N Waukesha St 

D. Bonifay Police Department Surplus Request 

E. Bonifay Fire Rescue - Brush 1 & Tanker 1 Purchase 

F. Panhandle Patriotic Celebration 

VIII. PLANNING & ENGINEERING 

A. Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Discussion 

IX. COUNCIL / DEPARTMENT SUPERVISORS / CITY ATTORNEY DISCUSSION 

Items not listed on Formal Agenda.   

A. Council Updates 

B. Department Updates 

Bonifay Police Department Recap 

Bonifay Fire-Rescue Recap 

C. Employee Spotlight 

Quarter 1 Nominations- 

Dakota Ward - Fire 

Ryan Martin - Fire 

Lynn Ponds - Police 

 

X. ADJOURN 

 

Persons with disabilities needing special accommodations to participate in this proceeding should 

contact City Hall at (850) 547-4238, at least five days prior to the proceedings. 
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MINUTES 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING - REGULAR SESSION 

MONDAY, MARCH 16, 2026 at 6:00 PM 

Bonifay City Hall Council Meeting Room – 301 J Harvey Etheridge St. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Vice-Mayor James Sellers called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

PRESENT 

Council Member James Sellers 

Council Member Shelley Carroll 

Council Member Rick Crews 

Council Member Eddie Dixon 

ABSENT 

Mayor Larry Cook 

Also present 

Executive Assistant Sierra Smith, Director of Finance/HR Tracy Walker, City Attorney Jon 

Holloway, Director of Public Works Aaron Taylor, and Chief of Police Johnny Whitaker 

A. Invocation 

Director of Public Works Aaron Taylor gave Invocation. 

B. Pledge of Allegiance 

Director of Public Works Aaron Taylor led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

II. APPROVE AGENDA 

Motion made to approve agenda by Council Member Crews, Seconded by Council Member Dixon. 

Voting Yea: Council Member Sellers, Council Member Carroll, Council Member Crews, Council 

Member Dixon 
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III. APPROVE MINUTES 

A. March 2nd Regular Session Meeting 

Motion made to approve March 2, 2026 minutes by Council Member Crews, Seconded by 

Council Member Dixon. 

Voting Yea: Council Member Sellers, Council Member Carroll, Council Member Crews, 

Council Member Dixon 

IV. APPROVE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE / TRANSFERS / FINANCIAL SHEETS TO REVIEW 

Motion made to approve Accounts Payable, Transfers, and Financial Sheets by Council Member 

Carroll, Seconded by Council Member Crews. 

Voting Yea: Council Member Sellers, Council Member Carroll, Council Member Crews, Council 

Member Dixon 

V. VISITORS – PUBLIC ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

NON- AGENDA AUDIENCE  

Effective October 1, 2013, Florida Statute 286.0114 mandates that “members of the public shall be 

given a reasonable opportunity to be heard on a proposition before a Board or Commission.” Each 

individual shall have three (3) minutes to speak on the proposition before the Board. THIS IS NOT 

A QUESTION-AND-ANSWER SESSION. It is NOT a political forum, nor is it a time for personal 

accusations and derogatory remarks to/or about City personnel. Those who wish to speak are 

reminded to observe proper decorum, and to avoid the use of profane or vulgar language. If you 

would like to address the City Council please come to the podium, state your name and address for 

the record 

Richard Willsey spoke about God not answering his prayers and that he is not able to hear the 

Council Members. 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Highway 79 Corridor  

City Attorney Holloway stated that David Corbin, with Holmes County, and Andrew Fleener, 

with Washington County, were here regarding the Highway 79 Corridor. 

City Attorney Holloway gave a description of history pertaining to the water being supplied to 

the Corridor by the City of Bonifay. They have been talking about the Corridor Authority 

conveying the water system assets to the City of Bonifay, and that would cause the Corridor 

Authority to dissolve because it no longer has an asset or purpose. 

The State has approved the substitution of the City of Bonifay for Washington County as the 

grant recipient and the obligations there. The agreement will be brought back in the next few 

meetings for approval. 

David Corbin asked about a possible date the City of Bonifay will take over. 
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City Attorney Holloway said they talked about executing the interlocal agreement and put in 

motion the transfer before September 30th. 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 

VIII. PLANNING & ENGINEERING 

IX. COUNCIL / DEPARTMENT SUPERVISORS / CITY ATTORNEY DISCUSSION 

Items not listed on Formal Agenda.   

A. Council Updates 

B. Department Updates 

C. Employee Spotlight 

X. ADJOURN 

Motion made for meeting to adjourn by Council Member Crews, Seconded by Council Member 

Dixon. 

Voting Yea: Council Member Sellers, Council Member Carroll, Council Member Crews, Council 

Member Dixon 

Vice-Mayor Sellers declared the meeting adjourned at 6:13 pm. 

 

Persons with disabilities needing special accommodations to participate in this proceeding should 

contact City Hall at (850) 547-4238, at least five days prior to the proceedings. 
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April 6th, 2026 

 

 

Planning & Zoning Board Member Candidates 
 

Henry Pitts 
Kelvin Johnson 
Steve Rubleman 

Jason Powell 
Ryan Martin 

Larry F. Cook, Mayor 

301 J Harvey Etheridge St 

Bonifay, FL 32425 
Larry.Cook@cityofbonifay.com 

850.703.6821 

Councilmembers:  

James Sellers, Vice Mayor 

Rick Crews 

Shelley Carroll 

Eddie Dixon 
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Staff Project Summary 

City of Bonifay Planning 

Project: Proposed Variance for Summit Locations.  

Location: Parcel ID Numbers 0531.02-002-00A-001.100. 

Land Use Designation: Commercial 

Floodplain Designation: Flood Zone X 

Planner Review:  

• The proposed variance is to allow the construction of one Outdoor Advertising Sign that 

does not conform to the City of Bonifay Land Development Regulations.  

• The Outdoor Advertising Sign does not adhere to the following section(s) of Code: 

o 8.05.02.C: No outdoor advertising signs shall be located closer than 100 feet to 

any residential dwelling unit. The post of the proposed sign is located 

approximately 86.5 feet from the corner of the nearest residential unit on 

adjacent parcel 0531.02-002-00A-001.000.  

o 8.05.02.E: No permanent outdoor advertising sign, or any part thereof, shall be 

located less than fifteen feet from the nearest edge of the road right-of-way. The 

proposed sign has both vertical and horizontal stacks. The southeasternmost 

corner of the proposed sign is approximately 3.75 feet from the north right-of-way 

line of E Minnesota Street. 

Results: Based on the review conducted by the City’s Consultant Planner John Feeney, PE (Alday-

Howell Engineering, Inc.), we recommend denying this variance. Due to the physical constraints 

of the parcel, the right-of-way line of E Minnesota Ave., and the location of the northern 

residence, no outdoor advertising sign can be placed on the subject parcel without violating 

either the right-of-way requirement or the 100-foot residential setback requirement. 

Additionally, the creation of new outdoor advertising signs goes against the general wishes of the 

City.  

Furthermore, we present the following findings regarding this Variance Application: 

i) There are practical or economic difficulties in carrying out the strict letter of the 

regulation: It is true that, based on physical constraints, this parcel does not allow for 

an Outdoor Advertising Sign to be placed. However, there are multiple nearby parcels 

that are not physically limited, and as such it cannot be stated that this request is 

based on a hardship. For example, an Outdoor Advertising Sign appears to be 

allowable on parcel 0531.02-002-00A-002.000, which is only two parcels north of the 

subject parcel.  
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ii) The variance request is not based exclusively upon a desire to reduce the cost of 

developing the site: It is true that this request is not based upon a desire to reduce 

cost.  

iii) The proposed variance will not substantially increase congestion on surrounding 

public streets, the danger of fire, or other hazard to the public: It is true that the 

proposed variance will not increase congestion or otherwise pose a hazard to the 

public. 

iv) The proposed variance will not substantially diminish property values in, nor alter the 

essential character of, the area surrounding the site: There are various studies that 

state billboards near residential areas can decrease property values, but some studies 

also state that property values increase. Generally, an Outdoor Advertising Sign on 

this parcel would have a neutral effect on property values and would not significantly 

alter the character of the surrounding area.  

v) The effect of the proposed variance is in harmony with the general intent of this Code 

and the specific intent of the relevant subject area(s) of the Code: Generally, this 

proposed variance is in direct opposition to the Code regarding the intent to limit 

Outdoor Advertising Signs near residential structures, and to limit Outdoor 

Advertising Signs placed within 15 feet of road rights-of-way.  

Recommended Action: Because there are not positive findings on all five above-mentioned 

findings, particularly finding i) regarding the potential placement of the sign on nearby parcels 

where it would not be prohibited, it is the recommendation of the City of Bonifay Planning 

Department to Deny the Variance Application.  

 

_____Approved    _____Approved with Conditions   _____ Denied 

 

 

DATE: ____________________     

AUTHORIZED BY:        

___________________________    _____________________________ 

John Feeney, Consultant Planner    Larry Cook 

Alday-Howell Engineering, Inc.     City of Bonifay, Mayor 
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City of Bonifay 
CDBG First Public Hearing Notice 

 
The City of Bonifay (City) is considering applying to the Florida Department of Commerce for a FFY 2025 
Small Cities Community Development Block Grant (CDBG). The City is eligible to apply for up to 
$700,000.00 in the Neighborhood Revitalization, Commercial Revitalization, Housing Rehabilitation 
categories, and up to $1.5 million in the Economic Development category. Construction activities funded 
through the CDBG Program must meet one of the following National Objectives: 
 

 Benefit to low- and moderate- income (LMI) persons; 
 Prevent or eliminate slum or blight conditions; or 
 Meet a need of recent origin having a particular urgency. 

 
The types of activities for which CDBG funds may be used include constructing stormwater ponds, 
paving roads and sidewalks, installing sewer and water lines, building a community center or park, 
making improvements to a sewage treatment plant, and rehabilitating low-income homes. Additional 
information regarding the range of activities that could be funded will be provided at the public hearing. 
 
In developing a CDBG application, City of Bonifay must plan to minimize displacement of persons as a 
result of the activities. In addition, the City of Bonifay is required to develop a plan to assist displaced 
persons. 
 
A public hearing to obtain citizen comments concerning the city’s economic and community 
development needs will be held at the Bonifay Commission Meeting Room, 301 J. Harvey Etheridge 
Street, Bonifay, FL, 32425 on Wednesday April 15, 2026, at 4:30 PM CST or soon thereafter. For 
information concerning the public hearing, contact Sierra Smith, Grants Coordinator, at (850) 547-4238 
or by e-mail at sierra.smith@cityofbonifay.com.      
 
The public hearing is being conducted in a handicapped accessible location. Pursuant to the provisions 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in the 
hearing is asked to advise the city at least five days before the hearing by contacting Sierra Smith, Grants 
Coordinator, at (850) 547-4238 or by e-mail at sierra.smith@cityofbonifay.com. If you are hearing or 
speech impaired, please contact the city using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800) 955-8771 (TDD) or 
1(800) 955-8770 (Voice). 
 
Any non-English speaking person wishing to attend the public hearing should contact the office of the 
Grants Coordinator, at (850) 547-4238 or by e-mail at sierra.smith@cityofbonifay.com, at least five (5) 
days prior to the hearing and an interpreter will be provided. 
 

FAIR HOUSING/EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE COMMUNITY 
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194 RESPONSES IN 90 DAYS

8 STRUCTURE FIRES
4 VEHICLE FIRES
33 OUTSIDE FIRES
33 CRASHES
31 MEDICAL CALLS
44 AVIATION STANDBYS

BUSIEST DAY - JANUARY 20
6 CALLS FOR SERVICE

TH

2026 1ST QUARTER RECAP
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