
 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
Monday, April 28, 2025 at 7:00 PM  
15 East Franklin Street Bellbrook, Ohio 45305 
T (937) 848-4666 | www.cityofbellbrook.org 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
3. ROLL CALL 
4. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
5. MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SPECIAL GUEST 

A. Deputy Health Commission Noah Stuby from the Greene County Board of Health will review 
programs and services. 

6. CITIZEN COMMENTS 
7. CITIZENS REGISTERED TO SPEAK ON AGENDA ITEMS 
8. PUBLIC HEARING OF PROPOSED ORDINANCES 
9. INTRODUCTIONS OF ORDINANCES 

A. Ordinance 2025-O-08 AN ORDINANCE TO PROCEED TO LEVY AN ADDITIONAL TAX IN EXCESS OF 
THE TEN-MILL LIMITATION, PURSUANT TO OHIO REVISED CODE SECTION 5705.19 AND 
SUBSECTION 5705.19(JJ), AS AMENDED, FOR ALL PURPOSES DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTIONS 
5705.19(I) AND (J) OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE, WHICH LEVY SHALL BE TWO AND TWO TENTHS 
(2.2) MILLS AND SHALL RUN FOR A CONTINUING PERIOD OF TIME PURSUANT TO OHIO REVISED 
CODE SECTION 5705.19, AND DECLARING THAT THE QUESTION OF THE ADDITIONAL TAX LEVY 
BE SUBMITTED TO THE ELECTORS AT THE ELECTION TO BE HELD NOVEMBER 4, 2025. (Ashley) 

10. ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS 
A. Resolution 2025-R-11 TO ACCOMMODATE UNANTICIPATED DELAYS IN U.S. POSTAL SERVICE 

DELIVERY, AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT MODIFIED 
PENALTY AND BILLING PROCEDURES FOR UTILITY BILLING IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 
1042.04 OF THE BELLBROOK CODIFIED ORDINANCES  (Cyphers) 

11. OLD BUSINESS 
A. Continued discussion/review or amendments to the animal ordinance. 

12. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Appointment of Representative to the Greene County Board of Health. 

13. CITY MANAGER'S REPORT 
14. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Safety Committee 
B. Service Committee 
C. Finance/Audit Committee 
D. Community Affairs Committee 

15. CITY OFFICIAL COMMENTS 
16. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
17. ADJOURNMENT 
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File Attachments for Item:

A. Ordinance 2025-O-08 AN ORDINANCE TO PROCEED TO LEVY AN ADDITIONAL TAX IN EXCESS 

OF THE TEN-MILL LIMITATION, PURSUANT TO OHIO REVISED CODE SECTION 5705.19 AND 

SUBSECTION 5705.19(JJ), AS AMENDED, FOR ALL PURPOSES DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTIONS 

5705.19(I) AND (J) OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE, WHICH LEVY SHALL BE TWO AND TWO TENTHS 

(2.2) MILLS AND SHALL RUN FOR A CONTINUING PERIOD OF TIME PURSUANT TO OHIO REVISED

CODE SECTION 5705.19, AND DECLARING THAT THE QUESTION OF THE ADDITIONAL TAX LEVY 

BE SUBMITTED TO THE ELECTORS AT THE ELECTION TO BE HELD NOVEMBER 4, 2025. (Ashley)
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City of Bellbrook 

State of Ohio 

Ordinance No. 2025-O-08 

AN ORDINANCE TO PROCEED TO LEVY AN ADDITIONAL TAX IN EXCESS OF THE TEN-

MILL LIMITATION, PURSUANT TO OHIO REVISED CODE SECTION 5705.19 AND 

SUBSECTION 5705.19(JJ), AS AMENDED, FOR ALL PURPOSES DESCRIBED IN 

SUBSECTIONS 5705.19(I) AND (J) OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE, WHICH LEVY SHALL 

BE TWO AND TWO TENTHS (2.2) MILLS AND SHALL RUN FOR A CONTINUING PERIOD 

OF TIME PURSUANT TO OHIO REVISED CODE SECTION 5705.19, AND DECLARING 

THAT THE QUESTION OF THE ADDITIONAL TAX LEVY BE SUBMITTED TO THE 

ELECTORS AT THE ELECTION TO BE HELD NOVEMBER 4, 2025. 

 

WHEREAS, City Staff have carefully reviewed the status of the City’s funds and projected expenses and 

have determined that there is a need for additional funding, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 

5705.19(JJ), for the purpose of providing and maintaining fire apparatus, mechanical resuscitators, 

underwater rescue and recovery equipment, or other fire equipment and appliances, buildings and sites 

therefor, or sources of water supply and materials therefor, for the establishment and maintenance of lines 

of fire-alarm communications, for the payment of firefighting companies or permanent, part-time, or 

volunteer firefighting, emergency medical service, administrative, or communications personnel to 

operate the same, including the payment of any employer contributions required for such personnel under 

section 145.48 or 742.34 of the Revised Code, for the purchase of ambulance equipment, for the provision 

of ambulance, paramedic, or other emergency medical services operated by a fire department or 

firefighting company, or for the payment of related costs, and/or for providing and maintaining motor 

vehicles, communications, other equipment, buildings, and sites for such buildings used directly in the 

operation of the police department, for the payment of salaries of permanent or part-time police, 

communications, or administrative personnel to operate the same, including the payment of any employer 

contributions required for such personnel pursuant to section 145.48 or 742.33 of the Revised Code, for 

the provision of ambulance or emergency medical services operated by a police department, or for the 

payment of other related costs, upon the entire territory of the City of Bellbrook, at a rate not exceeding 

Two and Two Tenths (2.2) Mills for each $1 of taxable value, which amounts to $77.00 for each 

$100,000.00 of the county auditor’s appraised value, for a continuing period of time; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City’s residents, and their health, safety, and welfare, that the 

City has adequate funding for its efficient operation; and 

 

WHEREAS, City Staff have recommended that the City seek additional funding in the form of a tax levy, 

pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 5705.19(JJ), for the purposes described in Ohio Revised Code 

Section 5705.19(I) and (J); and  

 

WHEREAS, after considering the recommendations of City Staff, this Council heretofore determined the 

necessity of levying an additional tax in excess of the ten-mill limitation for the benefit of the City and for 

the purposes described herein. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, TWO-THIRDS OF ALL MEMBERS OF COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BELLBROOK  CONCUR AND HEREBY ORDAINS: 
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Section 1. Council has received certification issued by the County Auditor for Greene County, Ohio, 

pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 5705.03, as amended. 

 

Section 2. The amount of taxes which may be raised within the ten-mill limitation will be insufficient 

to provide an adequate amount for the necessary requirements of the City of Bellbrook. 

 

Section 3. Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 5705.19(JJ), as amended, it is necessary to levy an 

additional tax in excess of the ten-mill limitation, for the purpose of providing and maintaining fire 

apparatus, mechanical resuscitators, underwater rescue and recovery equipment, or other fire equipment 

and appliances, buildings and sites therefor, or sources of water supply and materials therefor, for the 

establishment and maintenance of lines of fire-alarm communications, for the payment of firefighting 

companies or permanent, part-time, or volunteer firefighting, emergency medical service, administrative, 

or communications personnel to operate the same, including the payment of any employer contributions 

required for such personnel under section 145.48 or 742.34 of the Revised Code, for the purchase of 

ambulance equipment, for the provision of ambulance, paramedic, or other emergency medical services 

operated by a fire department or firefighting company, or for the payment of related costs, and/or for 

providing and maintaining motor vehicles, communications, other equipment, buildings, and sites for such 

buildings used directly in the operation of the police department, for the payment of salaries of permanent 

or part-time police, communications, or administrative personnel to operate the same, including the 

payment of any employer contributions required for such personnel pursuant to section 145.48 or 742.33 

of the Revised Code, for the provision of ambulance or emergency medical services operated by a police 

department, or for the payment of other related costs, upon the entire territory of the City of Bellbrook, at 

a rate not exceeding Two and Two Tenths (2.2) Mills for each $1 of taxable value, which amounts to 

$77.00 for each $100,000.00 of the county auditor’s appraised value, for a continuing period of time. 

 

Section 4. The City of Bellbrook will proceed with the submission of the question of the additional 

tax to the electors. Said levy shall be submitted to the electors of this City at the election to be held on 

Tuesday, November 4, 2025, and at the regular place or places of voting within this City as established by 

the Board of Elections of Greene County, Ohio during the election hours established by state law or by 

said Board of Elections. 

 

Section 5. This ballot measure shall be submitted to voters in the entire territory of the City of 

Bellbrook, and the entire territory of the City of Bellbrook is located within Greene County, Ohio.  

 

Section 6. The form of the ballot to be used at said election shall be substantially as follows: 

 

PROPOSED ADDITIONAL TAX LEVY 

 

CITY OF BELLBROOK, OHIO 

 

A majority affirmative vote is necessary for passage 

 

An additional tax for the benefit of the City of Bellbrook, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 

Section 5705.19(JJ), as amended, for the purpose of providing and maintaining fire 

apparatus, mechanical resuscitators, underwater rescue and recovery equipment, or other 

fire equipment and appliances, buildings and sites therefor, or sources of water supply and 

materials therefor, for the establishment and maintenance of lines of fire-alarm 
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communications, for the payment of firefighting companies or permanent, part-time, or 

volunteer firefighting, emergency medical service, administrative, or communications 

personnel to operate the same, including the payment of any employer contributions 

required for such personnel under section 145.48 or 742.34 of the Revised Code, for the 

purchase of ambulance equipment, for the provision of ambulance, paramedic, or other 

emergency medical services operated by a fire department or firefighting company, or for 

the payment of related costs, and/or for providing and maintaining motor vehicles, 

communications, other equipment, buildings, and sites for such buildings used directly in 

the operation of the police department, for the payment of salaries of permanent or part-

time police, communications, or administrative personnel to operate the same, including 

the payment of any employer contributions required for such personnel pursuant to section 

145.48 or 742.33 of the Revised Code, for the provision of ambulance or emergency 

medical services operated by a police department, or for the payment of other related costs, 

at a rate not to exceed two and two tenths (2.2) mills for each $1 of taxable value, which 

amounts to $77.00 for each $100,000.00 of the county auditor’s appraised value, for a 

continuing period of time, beginning in the year 2025 and first due and collectable in the 

calendar year 2026.   

 

 

 FOR THE TAX 

 AGAINST THE TAX 

 

 

Section 7. Said levy shall be placed upon the tax list and duplicate of the then current year of 2025 

(the proceeds of which levy first would be available for collection in the calendar year of 2026), if a 

majority of the qualified electors of this City voting thereon vote in favor thereof. 

 

Section 8. The Clerk of Council is hereby directed to certify a copy of this Ordinance, together with 

a copy of the county auditor’s certification(s) and the Resolution adopted by the City of Bellbrook pursuant 

to Ohio Revised Code Section 5705.03(B)(1), to the Board of Elections of Greene County, Ohio, not later 

than four o’clock (4:00) p.m. on the ninetieth (90th) day before the date of said election and to request that 

the Board of Elections of Greene County, Ohio,  cause notice of the election on the question of levying 

this additional tax to be given as required by law. 

 

Section 9. It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and 

relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council, and that any 

and all deliberations of this Council that resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, 

in compliance with all legal requirements, including, but not limited to Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised 

Code.  

Section 10. This Ordinance shall take effect at the earliest time permitted by law. 

 

PASSED BY City Council this 12th day of May, 2025. 

    _    Yeas;    _    Nays. 
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AUTHENTICATION: 

 

 

  

Michael Schweller, Mayor 

 

  

Robert Schommer, Clerk of Council 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Stephen McHugh, Municipal Attorney 
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File Attachments for Item:

A. Resolution 2025-R-11 TO ACCOMMODATE UNANTICIPATED DELAYS IN U.S. POSTAL SERVICE 

DELIVERY, AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT MODIFIED 

PENALTY AND BILLING PROCEDURES FOR UTILITY BILLING IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 

1042.04 OF THE BELLBROOK CODIFIED ORDINANCES  (Cyphers)
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City of Bellbrook 

State of Ohio 

Resolution No. 2025-R-11 

TO ACCOMMODATE UNANTICIPATED DELAYS IN U.S. POSTAL SERVICE DELIVERY, 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT MODIFIED 

PENALTY AND BILLING PROCEDURES FOR UTILITY BILLING IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH SECTION 1042.04 OF THE BELLBROOK CODIFIED ORDINANCES  

WHEREAS, There have been increased unanticipated delays in the delivery of mail items through the 

U.S. Postal Service; and 

WHEREAS, the City utilizes the U.S. Postal Service for delivery and receipt of utility bills; and 

WHEREAS, the current schedule of utility billing and penalty assessments can potentially create 

difficult timelines for residents to respond to utility bills considering the time needed for U.S. Postal 

Service delivery; and 

WHEREAS, City Council wishes to provide services and policies that support and benefit the residents 

of Bellbrook and not create any undue burdens 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BELLBROOK HEREBY RESOLVES: 

Section 1. In accordance with Section 1042.04 of the Bellbrook Codified Ordinances, the City 

Manager is authorized to develop and implement modified billing and penalty procedures in accordance 

with Section 1042.04 of the Bellbrook Codified Ordinances. 

Section 2. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of the City Council relating to the 

adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of this Council, and that all deliberations of 

this Council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action, were in meetings open to the 

public, in compliance with all legal requirements, including §121.22 of the Revised Code of the State of 

Ohio. 

Section 3. That this resolution shall take effect and be in force forthwith. 

 

PASSED BY City Council this 28th day of April, 2025. 

    _     Yeas;   _     Nays. 

AUTHENTICATION: 

 

 

  

Michael W. Schweller, Mayor 

  

Robert Schommer, Clerk of Council 
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File Attachments for Item:

A. Continued discussion/review or amendments to the animal ordinance.
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Article 18 Section 18.41 Small Livestock      

 DRAFT 

 
This Section outlines the requirements for keeping small livestock, as defined by the Bellbrook Municipal 
Code Chapter 618 Section 618.01. 

The keeping of small livestock is permitted, provided the following criteria are met: 

(A) A zoning permit is required by the City of Bellbrook. No person shall keep any small livestock 
without first having obtained a permit from the Community Development Administrator. 

(B) The principal use of the lot is a single-family residential dwelling. 
(C) No person shall keep roosters, geese, peafowl, turkeys, ostriches, or emu. 
(D) Allowed densities for keeping any combination of small livestock animals shall be as follows: 

(1) Lots smaller than 0.5 acres: no more than three (3) small livestock animals 
(2) Lots 0.5 acre to less than 1.0 acre: no more than six (6) small livestock animals 
(3) Lots 1.0 acres to less than 2.5 acres: no more than twelve (12) small livestock animals 
(4) Lots 2.5 acres to less than 5.0 acres: no more than fifteen (15) small livestock animals 

(E) It shall be unlawful to keep more animals than the lot size allows.   
(F) All small livestock shall be provided with an outdoor, covered, predator-proof sheltering structure, 

which shall be kept in sound and usable condition. The sheltering structure shall be thoroughly 
ventilated, designed to be easily accessed and cleaned, and of sufficient size to permit free 
movement of the animals.  

(G) The sheltering structure must be of a size to allow for 4 square feet per individual small livestock 
animal. 

(H) Any outdoor sheltering structure shall be placed in the rear yard of the property, and in no case 
shall the outdoor sheltering structure be closer than 50 feet to a residential property other than 
the single-family residential dwelling where the small livestock animal(s) are kept. In no case shall 
the outdoor sheltering structure be closer than 25 feet to an abutting property line. 

(I) Structures or appurtenances for keeping small livestock animals may not be in a front or side 
yard. 

(J) There shall be no more than one (1) sheltering structure on the property. Sheltering structures 
shall be considered accessory structures. 

(K) All feed must be stored in a rodent-proof container, and animals must not be fed in a manner 
likely to attract rodents, such as dispersing the feed on the ground. 

(L) Unless attended by a keeper, all small livestock animals shall be kept in an outdoor sheltering 
structure at all times, and the sheltering structure must be within a fully enclosed fenced yard. No 
small livestock shall be allowed to roam "at large" in the city. See Sec. 618.14. - Impounding and 
redemption. 

(M) Keeping small livestock pursuant to this Section shall be strictly for personal or household use 
rather than for any commercial use. The sale of animal products in residentially zoned districts, 
including but not limited to meat, eggs, and fur, shall be prohibited.  

(N) Small livestock animals may be slaughtered and butchered on-site of the property, where they 
are kept only inside the primary structure and otherwise out of public view. All waste must be 
bagged and disposed of with household trash to prevent nuisance and health hazards. 

(O) Manure from small livestock must be disposed of in one of the following manners: 
(1) Household trash collection: Manure must be bagged, placed in a waterproof container, 

and disposed of with household trash. 
(2) Composted and applied on-site: Manure must be kept in a rodent-proof container 

designed to limit odors. The containers must be located in the property's defined rear 
yard at least 8 feet from any property line. Finished compost may be applied on-site. 

(3) Directly applied on-site: Manure applied directly on-site must be done in a way that 
prevents nuisance and polluted stormwater runoff. 

(P) Notwithstanding compliance with the requirements of this Section, small livestock shall not be 
kept in such a manner or of such disposition as to cause any unhealthy condition, interfere with 
the normal use and enjoyment of human or animal life of others or interfere with the normal use 
and enjoyment of any public property or property of others. Small livestock shall be kept only in 
conditions that limit odors and noise and the attraction of insects and rodents so as not to cause a 

10

Item A.Section 11, Item



Article 18 Section 18.41 Small Livestock      

 DRAFT 

 
nuisance to occupants of nearby buildings or properties and not to cause health hazards. See 
Sec. 618.13. - Nuisance conditions prohibited. 

(Q) The person keeping small livestock is responsible for being aware of and abiding by all applicable 
local, state, or federal requirements, including but not limited to the Ohio Department of 
Agriculture's Ohio Livestock Care Standards and private deed or covenant restrictions. 
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PART SIX - GENERAL OFFENSES CODE 
CHAPTER 618. ANIMALS 

 

 

 

Bellbrook, Ohio, Code of Ordinances    Created: 2021-07-26 19:25:41 [EST] 

(Supp. No. 5) 

 
Page 1 of 6 

CHAPTER 618. ANIMALS1 

Sec. 618.01. Definitions. 

For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply:  

Agricultural animal. The definition of agricultural animal is the same as set forth in Ohio 
Revised Code Section 903.01 (A), including but not limited to the following text: “any animal 
generally used for food or in the production of food, including cattle, sheep, goats, rabbits, 
poultry, and swine; horses; alpacas; llamas; and any other animal included by the director of 
agriculture by rule. "Agricultural animal" does not include fish or other aquatic animals regardless 
of whether they are raised at fish hatcheries, fish farms, or other facilities that raise aquatic 
animals.” 

Animal. The definition of animal is the same as set forth in Ohio Revised Code Section 941.01 
(D), including but not limited to the following text: “any animal that is a bird, reptile, amphibian, 
fish, or mammal, other than humans.” 

Companion animal. The definition of companion animal is the same as set forth in Ohio 
Revised Code Section 959.131 (A)(1), including but not limited to the following text: “any animal 
that is kept inside a residential dwelling and any dog or cat regardless of where it is kept, 
including a pet store as defined in section 956.01 of the Revised Code. "Companion animal" does 
not include livestock or any wild animal.” 

Domestic animal. The definition of domestic animal is the same as set forth in Ohio Revised 
Code Section 941.01 (E), including but not limited to the following text: “livestock; other animals 
that through long association with humans have been bred to a degree resulting in genetic 
changes affecting the temperament, color, conformation, or other attributes of the species to an 
extent that makes them different from nondomestic animals of their kind; and other animals as 
defined by rule by the director.” 

Livestock. The definition of livestock is the same as set forth in Ohio Revised Code Section 
5739.01 (MM), including but not limited to the following text: “farm animals commonly raised for 
food, food production, or other agricultural purposes, including, but not limited to, cattle, sheep, 
goats, swine, poultry, and captive deer. "Livestock" does not include invertebrates, amphibians, 
reptiles, domestic pets, animals for use in laboratories or for exhibition, or other animals not 
commonly raised for food or food production.” 

Nondomestic animal. The definition of nondomestic animal is the same as set forth in Ohio 
Revised Code Section 941.01 (G), including but not limited to the following text: “any animal that 
is not domestic, including at least nonindigenous animals and animals usually not in captivity.” 

Pet. The definition of pet is the same as set forth in Ohio Revised Code Section 961.01 (D), 
including but not limited to the following text: “an animal that has been adapted or tamed to live in 
intimate association with or for the pleasure or advantage of people and includes but is not 
limited to dogs, cats, birds, rabbits, and hamsters.” Pets are not considered to be animals used 
for livestock or agricultural purposes. 

                                                                 

1Cross reference(s)—Driving animals upon roadway, see Secs. 404.05; Animals in parks, see Secs. 
1062.08, 1062.09.  
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Poultry. The definition of poultry is the same as set forth in Ohio Revised Code Section 
941.01 (H), including but not limited to the following text: “any domesticated fowl kept in 
confinement, except for doves and pigeons, that are bred for the primary purpose of producing 
eggs or meat for human consumption. "Poultry" includes chickens, turkeys, waterfowl, and game 
birds.” 

Service animal. The definition of service animal is the same as set forth in Ohio Revised 
Code Chapter 3344-79 Rule 3344-79-02 (A) (2), including but not limited to the following text: “any 
dog individually trained to do work or perform tasks for the benefit of an individual with a 
disability, including a physical, sensory, psychiatric, intellectual, or other mental disability and 
meets the definition of "service animal" under the Americans with Disabilities Act ("ADA") 
regulations at 28 CFR 35.104. The work or tasks performed must be directly related to the 
individual's disability.” 

Small livestock. Small livestock is defined as rabbits and poultry species, excluding roosters, 
geese, peafowl, turkeys, ostriches, and emu.  

Secs. 618.01, 618.02. Reserved. 

Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 2016-6 , § 3, adopted July 11, 2016, repealed §§ 618.01, 618.02 which 
pertained to: dogs and other animals running at large; nuisance, dangerous and vicious dogs; 
hearings; abandoning animals; respectively; and derived from the 1985 Codified Ordinances.  

Sec. 618.03—618.06. Reserved. 

Sec. 618.07. Barking or howling dogs Nuisance animal noises. 

(a) No person shall keep or harbor any dog animal within the Municipality which, by frequent and 
habitual barking, howling or yelping, creates unreasonably loud and disturbing noises of such a 
character, intensity and duration as to disturb the peace, quiet and good order of the Municipality. 
Any person who allows any dog animal habitually to remain or be lodged or fed within any dwelling, 
building, yard or enclosure, which he or she occupies or owns, shall be considered to be harboring 
such dog animal.  

(b) No person shall be convicted under division (a) of this section unless the noises created by such 
dog animal are is heard or detected by at least one or more residents in the vicinity or a City police 
officer.  

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.  

Secs. 618.08—618.11. Reserved. 

Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 2016-6 , § 3, adopted July 11, 2016, repealed §§ 618.08, 618.09, 618.095, 
618.10, 618.11 which pertained to: registration of dogs required; hindering capture of unregistered 
dog; dogs required to wear tags; unlawful tags; rabies quarantine; respectively; and derived from the 
1985 Codified Ordinances and Ord. Ord. 80-15, passed 10-13-80.  

Sec. 618.12. Hunting prohibited. 

(a) The hunting of animals or fowl within the Municipality is prohibited. No person shall hunt, kill or 
attempt to kill any animal or fowl by the use of firearms or any other means, except as provided in 
the Bellbrook Zoning Code. However, nothing in this section shall be deemed to prohibit the killing 
of rats and other undesirable rodents authorized to be killed by the Chief of Police using means for 
such killing which are also authorized by the Chief.  
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(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.  

Sec. 618.13. Nuisance conditions prohibited. 

(a) No person shall harbor, keep or maintain an animal in such a manner as to be injurious to the 
health, comfort or property of individuals or the public.  

(b) No owner, keeper or harborer of any dog or animal approved and/or licensed by the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources shall fail at any time to do either of the following:  

(1) Keep the animal physically confined or restrained upon the premises of the owner, keeper or 
harborer by a leash, tether, adequate fence, supervision or secure enclosure to prevent 
escape.  

(2) Keep the animal under the reasonable control of some person.  

(c) Subject to division (a) of this section, and without in any way limiting the applicability thereof, any of 
the following acts committed in connection with the harboring, keeping or maintaining of an animal 
shall constitute maintenance of a public nuisance and is hereby prohibited:  

(1) Permitting offensive or obnoxious odors to be released and carried to the property of another; 
or  

(2) Permitting loud, offensive and regularly repeated barking, or howling or unreasonably loud 
and disturbing noises by an dog animal. 

(d) Any violation of ORC Chapter 955 within six months of a previous violation thereof shall be a prima-
facie violation of this section.  

(e) The Municipal Attorney may proceed by civil action in any court of record to obtain an abatement 
order under this section.  

(f) Whoever violates any of the provisions of this section is guilty of maintaining a public nuisance, a 
misdemeanor of the fourth degree. The penalty shall be as provided in ORC Chapter 2929. In 
addition to imposing the appropriate punishment the court shall order such nuisance to be abated.  

(Ord. 78-16, passed 4-24-78; Ord. 99-10, passed 8-9-99; Ord. No. 2014-6 , § 1, 9-8-2014; Ord. No. 2017-
3 , § 1, 3-27-2017) 

Sec. 618.14. Impounding and redemption. 

A police officer or Animal Warden contracted with or hired by the Municipality, or any other person 
appointed by the Manager, may pick up and impound any dog, licensed or unlicensed, or any other 
animal found running at large on any street or on any public or private property within the Municipality. 
Such officer, Animal Warden or other person shall have the right to go onto private property to capture the 
dog or other animal. The dog or other animal shall be released to the owner or to the person entitled to 
the possession of the same upon payment by the owner or such other person to the Municipality of a 
pick-up fee of ten dollars ($10.00) for the first offense and twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for each offense 
thereafter. If the dog has been placed in the County Dog Pound, the owner shall also be required to pay 
charges assessed by the County.  

(Ord. 78-17, passed 4-24-78) 

Sec. 618.15. Certain animals prohibited. 

(a) No person shall keep within the Municipality any horse, cow, pig, goat, or chicken agricultural 
animal or livestock, nor any animal used for agricultural or livestock purposes, on any parcel 
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of property, except in agricultural zoning districts on parcels with a minimum of five acres or as 
provided in the Bellbrook Zoning Code. 

 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.  

(Ord. 2007-4, passed 8-27-07; Ord. 2010-7, passed 9-13-10) 

Sec. 618.16. Dead animals. 

(a) When any animal dies in the possession of any person in the Municipality, no such person shall fail 
to remove such animal or cause the same to be removed outside the limits of the Municipality or to 
be buried, so that the same does not corrupt the air or cause any injury to the health of any other 
person in the Municipality.  

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.  

(Ord. 118, passed 2-19-36; Ord. 74-38, passed 11-11-74) 

Secs. 618.17, 618.18. Reserved. 

Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 2016-6 , § 3, adopted July 11, 2016, repealed §§ 618.17, 618.18 which 
pertained to: dogs with blind, deaf or hearing impaired, or mobility impaired person, or trainer with 
assistance dog; animal fights; respectively; and derived from the 1985 Codified Ordinances.  

Sec. 618.19. Dangerous, wild and undomesticated animals or pets prohibited. 

(a) For the purposes of this section, a household pet is a dog, cat or other species of animal, fish, fowl, 
amphibian or reptile which is normally deemed to be tame and domesticated or which is commonly 
kept as a pet inside a residence.  

(b) A wild, dangerous or undomesticated animal is an animal that is not defined as a household pet and 
that would be ordinarily confined to a zoo, farm or the wilderness, or that otherwise causes fear to 
the general public.  

(c) No person shall harbor, maintain or control a wild, dangerous or undomesticated animal within the 
City.  

(d) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  

(Ord. 2007-4, passed 8-27-07) 

Sec. 618.20. Reserved. 

Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 2016-6 , § 3, adopted July 11, 2016, repealed § 618.20, which pertained to 
dangerous and vicious dogs, and derived from the 1985 Codified Ordinances.  

Sec. 618.21. Beekeeping. 

The keeping of bees in residential areas is permitted under the following conditions:  

(a) Definitions.  

(1) Bee means any stage of any species of the genus Apis.  

15

Item A.Section 11, Item



 

 

 
    Created: 2021-07-26 19:25:41 [EST] 

(Supp. No. 5) 

 
Page 5 of 6 

(2) Hive means any modern frame hive, box hive, box, barrel, log gum, skep or any other 
natural or artificial receptacle, or any part thereof, that may be used as a domicile for 
bees.  

(3) Colony means any hive and its equipment, including bees, combs and brood.  

(4) Equipment means any used hives or parts thereof, used frames, used honey houses, 
used tools, used machines, or used devices employed in the handling or manipulation of 
bees, honey, or beeswax, or any used container for honey or beeswax.  

(5) Swarm means a population of bees that is not permanently established.  

(6) Beekeeper means the person who takes care of and/or registers the apiary where the 
honey bee colonies are kept.  

(b) In order to have beekeeping privileges within the City, all beekeepers are required to maintain 
and register their hives as set forth in ORC Chapter 909 Apiaries.  

(c) All beekeepers are required to register with the City, setting forth the location of their hives and 
number of colonies of bees.  

(d) Any lot used for beekeeping must have a minimum size of 14,000 square feet. There shall be 
no more than two hives established on any lot used for beekeeping, except two additional 
temporary hives are allowed for hive separation or new swarm establishment purposes. Such 
temporary hives shall be removed from the property within two weeks.  

(e) Hives shall be placed in the rear yard of the property and in no case shall the hives be closer 
than 30 feet from a public or private street, sidewalk or roadway. In no case shall the hives be 
closer than 25 feet to an abutting property line.  

(f) A fresh water source shall be maintained within 15 feet of the hives.  

(g) The owner of the hive(s) must be a resident in a dwelling located on the same lot on which the 
hive(s) are registered. Hives are only permitted on lots with single family residential units 
located on them.  

(h) The maintenance of each colony shall meet the following conditions:  

(1) Colonies shall be maintained in readily movable frame hives.  

(2) Each hive must conspicuously display the Apiary Identification Number assigned 
pursuant to ORC Chapter 909 on no less than the base and the box. The identification 
number shall be on a side that is visible without moving or lifting of said hive.  

(3) Adequate space shall be maintained in the hive to prevent overcrowding and swarming.  

(4) Colonies shall be re-queened following any swarming or aggressive behavior or seized 
and destroyed without remuneration.  

(i) A certificate or permit providing the privilege to keep bees within the City may be provided by 
the City to a beekeeper once it is established that the necessary requirements outlined in this 
section are satisfied.  

(j) (1) Beekeeping privileges may be revoked from any property by written notification to the property 
owner by the City. Revocation must be done with cause, however, the cause needs not to be 
the fault of the beekeeper, nor be a factor that is under the control of the beekeeper. The City 
may revoke beekeeping privileges for any condition or combination of circumstances that 
jeopardizes, endangers or otherwise constitutes an actual, potential or perceived menace to 
public health or safety. Once beekeeping privileges have been revoked on a particular 
property, such privilege may be reestablished only upon written request. Additionally, a permit 
or certificate may be revoked by the City due to a failure to satisfy any of the requirements of 
this section.  
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(2) A perceived menace to public health may also include, but is not limited to:  

A. Written documentation over a medical doctor's signature certifying that the medical 
condition caused by bee stings to a resident of an abutting property would constitute 
a higher than normal health hazard will constitute sufficient cause to withdraw 
beekeeping privileges from any specific property.  

B. Abnormally aggressive behavior by bees defending their hive beyond the property 
lines may constitute sufficient cause to withdraw beekeeping privileges from any 
specific property.  

(k) The City may revoke a beekeeper's privilege to maintain hives within the City by revoking the 
beekeeper's permit or certificate. If such revocation occurs, the permit holder will be given an 
opportunity for a hearing before the City Council to determine whether cause exists for 
revoking the beekeeping privileges.  

(Ord. 2010-7, passed 9-13-10) 
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File Attachments for Item:

A. Appointment of Representative to the Greene County Board of Health.
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