
MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION

7651E. Central ParkAve, BelAire, KS
August08, 20246:30PM

I.CalltoOrder: Chairman JamesSchmidtopened themeeting at6:30p.m.  

II.RollCall

PresentwereJamesSchmidt, JohnCharleston, EdgarSalazar, PhillipJordan, DeeRoths, and
DerykFaber. Commissioner EdgarSalazararrived later, afterthevoteforItemIV. A.  
Commissioner PaulMatzekwasabsent.  

III.PledgeofAllegiance: Chairman Schmidt ledthepledgeofallegiance. 

IV.ConsentAgenda

A. Approval ofMinutes fromPrevious Meeting

MOTION: Commissioner Rothsmovedtoapprove theminutesofJuly11, 2024as
presented. Commissioner Faberseconded themotion. Motioncarried5-0.   

V.OldBusiness/NewBusiness

A.ZON2024-00031 (County).Theapplicant isrequesting azonechange fromRRRural
Residential District (RR) toGCGeneral Commercial District (GC) withProtective Overlay
PO) #439, topermitConstruction SalesandService (TreeService/LumberYard), Event

Center intheCounty, Community Assembly, andSingle-Family residence ontheproperty.  
Theproperty is10.79acresinsizeandislocated onthesouthwest cornerofNorth127th
StreetEastandEast56thStreetNorth (5601North127thStreet East).   

Chairman Schmidt opened thepublichearing.  BradEatherly, SeniorPlanner, presented
areportandanswered questions onbehalfoftheWichita – Sedgwick CountyMetropolitan
AreaPlanning Department, whichhasalsoreviewed therequest, astheproperty liesinboth
theCountyandBelAire’szonesofinfluence.   

Theapplicant, RobertPhillips, spokeandanswered questions fromtheCommission
regarding hisbusiness activities.  

thMichaelMoore, 13200E55StN, spokeinopposition totherequested zoning. His
property isadjacent totheapplicant’sproperty. Amongotherconcerns, Mr. Moorecitedtruck
traffic, noiseuntil10or11atnight, dumpingoftreedebris, largebonfires, andpossible
violations ofburningpermit restrictions ontheapplicant’sproperty. Mr. Moorealsoprovided
twopacketsofinformation totheCommission entitled “WichitaTreeDump” and “5601N

th127East – Changing Zoningrequest: WichitaTreeCompanyL.L.C” \[appended tothese
Minutes\].  
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thNadineSmith, 5445N127Street E, Wichita, spokeinopposition totherequested
zoning. Herproperty isadjacent totheapplicant’sproperty. Shecitedconcerns aboutbrush
pilesharboring rodentswhichhaveinfestedher property, andlargeburnpileslocated withina
fewfeetofherproperty linewhichcaused lingering smokeinherhomeforseveraldays.  

MOTION: Commissioner Fabermoved totakea20 -minuteExecutive Session.  
Commissioner Schmidt seconded themotion. Motioncarried6-0. 

TheCommission thenrecessed forexecutive session.At7:40p.m. Chairman Schmidt
calledthemeetingbacktoorderinopensession. CityAttorney MariaSchrock notedthatthe
Executive SessionwastakenforAttorney-Clientprivilege, theCityAttorney andCity
Engineer werepresent andnobindingactionhadbeentaken. 

PamelaPhillips, 6111Danbury, BelAire, Kansas, spokeinfavorofthezoningrequest.  
Sheisthemotheroftheapplicant. Shehasnoconcernsaboutsafetyortrafficontheproperty. 

CityAttorneyMariaSchrock askedifanyCommissioners hadreasontobedisqualified
fromconsideration ofthismatter, duetoanybiasorconflictsofinterest. Ms. Schrock askedif
anyCommission members hadreceived anyex-partecommunication priortothishearing. 
Commissioner DeeRothsshared thatshehadsomecommunications withneighbors about this
matter, thereforeshewillnotparticipate inthediscussion orvote. 

Theapplicant, RobertPhillips, spokeinresponsetothepubliccommentsand answered
questions fromtheCommission. Hestatedthattherewouldbenoburningundertheproposed
zoningandtheproperty wouldonlybeusedfortruckparkingandabusiness office.  

Chairman Schmidt askedifanyonewishedtomakefurthercomments.MichaelMoore
spoketotheCommission againabouthisconcerns abouttheactivitiesonthesubjectproperty. 

Therebeingnoothers requesting tospeak, Chairman Schmidt closed thepublichearing
andrequested discussion fromtheCommission. 

TheCommission discussed theapplication inreference to “GoldenFactors” ofzoning
including: thesuitability oftheproperty fortheusestowhichithasbeenrestrictedunder its
existingzoning; thecharacteroftheneighborhood; therelativegaintothepublichealth,  
safety, andwelfare bydestruction ofvalueoftheapplicant’sproperty ascompared tothe
hardshiponother individual landowners; conformance withthecomprehensive plan; and
opinionsofotherproperty owners. Commissioners notedpotentialC-1growth inthearea, the
recommendation oftheSedgwick CountyPlanning Department, andtherestrictions ofthe
proposed Protective Overlay. Following discussion, Chairman Schmidt requested amotion. 

MOTION:Chairman Schmidt movedto denytherequest forzonechange fromRR
RuralResidential District (RR) toGCGeneralCommercial District (GC) with
Protective Overlay (PO) #439aspresented. Commissioner Salazarseconded the
motion. Motioncarried4-1withCommissioner Jordanvotingagainst themotionand
Commissioner Rothsabstaining fromthevote. 

B. SD-24-02Preliminary Plat, Chapel Landing8th. PlattingofanR-5Residential District.  
Thesubjectproperty isapproximately 24.09acresgenerally locatedatEast53rdStreetNand
Woodlawn Blvd. 
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Chairman Schmidtopened thepublichearing. 

KrisRose, agentfortheapplicant, presented thepreliminary platandstoodfor
questions fromtheCommission.  

Noothersrequested tospeak. Chairman Schmidt closed thepublichearing. 

TheCommission thendiscussed detailsoftheplatincluding possiblepark/greenspace
areas, thelocationsofentrances/exits, andexpected traffic inthearea. 

MOTION:Commissioner Jordanmovedto approvethePreliminary PlatofChapel
Landing8th, SD-24-02, aspresented withtherequest thatonelotbecommitted togreen
space. Commissioner Faberseconded themotion. Motioncarried6-0. 

VI.NextPlanning Commission Meeting

MOTION:Commissioner Fabermovedto approve thedateofthenextmeeting, September
12,2024at6:30p.m.Commissioner Rothsseconded themotion. Motioncarried6-0. 

VII.CurrentEvents

TheCommission brieflydiscussed therecentballotquestion thatwouldallowtheCityto
designate itswebsite astheofficialpublication ofrecord. Noactionwastaken. 

VIII.Adjournment

MOTION:Commissioner Rothsmovedto adjourn.Commissioner Jordan seconded the
motion. Motioncarried5-1. 
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