
 

 

 

 

  

Town of Beaufort, NC 

701 Front St. - P.O. Box 390 - Beaufort, N.C. 28516  

252-728-2141 - 252-728-3982 fax - www.beaufortnc.org 

 

Town of Beaufort Historic Preservation Regular Meeting 

6:00 PM  Tuesday, October 07, 2025 - Train Depot, 614 Broad Street, Beaufort, NC 28516 

Monthly Meeting 

 
 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call 

Agenda Approval 

Minutes Approval 

1. HPC Draft Minutes 090225 

Administration of Oaths 

Items of Consent 

1. Approval of the Order for 122 Front Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

Presentations 

1. Landmark Designation Request – 229 Front Street – Jacob Henry House  

Commission / Board Comments 

Staff Comments 

Adjourn 
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Town of Beaufort, NC 

701 Front St. - P.O. Box 390 - Beaufort, N.C. 28516  

252-728-2141 - 252-728-3982 fax - www.beaufortnc.org 

 

Town of Beaufort Historic Preservation Regular Meeting 

6:00 PM Tuesday, September 2nd, 2025 - Train Depot, 614 Broad Street, Beaufort, NC 28516 

Minutes 

 
 

 

Call to Order 

Acting Chair Hedrick called the September 2nd, 2025 Beaufort Historic Preservation Commission regular meeting to order 

at 6:00 p.m.   

 

Roll Call 

Members Present: Bradley Hedrick, Acting Chair; Bradley Cummins, Kris Davis, Marissa Morris, Jessica Sabiston 

 

Members Absent: Joyce McCune, Chair; Tyler Tennant 

  

A quorum was declared with five members present. 

 

Staff Present: Mr. Kyle Garner, Planning Director; Mr. Brad Fockler, Code Enforcement Officer; Ms. Jill Quattlebaum, 

Town Attorney; Ms. Laurel Anderson, Board Secretary 

 

Agenda Approval 

Member Morris made the motion to approve the Agenda as presented and Member Cummins made the second.  Acting Chair 

Hedrick took a vote that was unanimously approved. 

 

Voting yea: Acting Chair Hedrick, Bradley Cummins, Kris Davis, Marissa Morris, Jessica Sabiston 

 

Minutes Approval 

Member Cummins made the motion to approve the Minutes as presented and Member Sabiston made the second.  Acting Chair 

Hedrick took a vote that was unanimously approved. 

 

Voting yea: Acting Chair Hedrick, Bradley Cummins, Kris Davis, Marissa Morris, Jessica Sabiston 
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Administration of Oaths 

Acting Chair Hedrick gave the Quasi-Judicial Statement as follows: This hearing is a quasi-judicial evidentiary hearing. 

That means it is like a court hearing. State law sets specific procedures and rules concerning how this board must make its 

decision. The board must base its decision upon competent, relevant and substantial evidence in the record. A quasi-judicial 

decision is not a popularity contest. It is a decision constrained by the standards in the ordinance and based on the facts 

presented. All applications for Certificates of Appropriateness must be consistent with the Design Guidelines for the 

Beaufort Historic District & Landmarks; however, regardless of compliance with these Design Guidelines, the HPC will 

not approve a COA that is not congruous with the special nature of the Beaufort Historic District as a whole. If you will be 

speaking as a witness, please focus on the facts and standards, not personal preference or opinion. Participation is limited. 

This meeting is open to the public. Everyone is welcome to watch. Parties with standing have rights to participate fully. 

Parties may present evidence, call witnesses and make legal arguments. Parties are limited to the applicant, the local 

government and individuals who can show they will suffer special damages. Other individuals may serve as witnesses when 

called by the board. For certain topics, this board may hear opinion testimony from expert witnesses. Individuals providing 

expert opinion must be qualified as experts and provide the factual evidence upon which they base their expert opinion. 

Witnesses must swear or affirm their testimony. At this time, we will administer the oath for all individuals who intend to 

provide witness testimony. 

 

Secretary Anderson then administered the Oath to Brad Fockler. 

 

Items of Consent 

 

1. Approval of the Orders for 312 Moore Street & 315 Ann Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

Member Sabiston made the motion to approve the Orders as presented and Member Morris made the second.  Acting 

Chair Hedrick took a vote that was unanimously approved. 

 

Voting yea: Acting Chair Hedrick, Bradley Cummins, Kris Davis, Marissa Morris, Jessica Sabiston 

 

New Business 

 

1. Case #25-27 201 Front Street – Replace Cedar Shake with Metal Roof 

 

Acting Chair Hedrick introduced Case #25-27 and asked if any Members needed to recuse themselves.  Hearing none, 

he asked for the Staff Report.  Mr. Fockler presented the case, explaining that the applicant, Owens Construction, 

wishes to replace a cedar shake roof at 201 Front Street with a new metal roof. He passed around a physical 

sample and indicated he was available for questions. 

 
Secretary Anderson then administered the Oath to the applicant, John Engelhard of Owens Construction. 

 

Mr. John Engelhard, project manager, testified that the reason for replacing the roof involved addressing moisture 

problems in the home. He explained that the current cedar shake roof, approximately 25 years old, had no ventilation, 

which was contributing to mold and buckling inside the house. Mr. Engelhard stated that they wanted to change to a 

metal roof because it would be better quality, last longer, and help mitigate moisture problems. 

Member Morris asked if there was any documentation showing evidence of the intrusion or mold growth. Mr. Engelhard 

replied that he had photos on his phone but didn't submit them with the application, and noted that their envelope 

scientist would be coming later in the week to do an initial assessment. 

Member Cummins raised concerns about the proposed ridge cap, referencing guideline 6.1.3 that discourages large 

agricultural ridges. He asked about the plan for treating the ridge and hips. Mr. Engelhard explained their current plan 

included a ridge vent but acknowledged this could change based on the envelope scientist's recommendations. 
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Member Davis asked about the standing seam height, which Mr. Engelhard indicated would be an inch and an eighth. 

He also confirmed it would be hand-crimped with a ridge cap.  Member Davis then expressed concern about the limited 

airflow through the ridge vent and suggested that other solutions might be more effective, noting that commercial 

roofing practices have made their way into residential applications and that proper installation details are important.  He 

recommended that they table the application until after the consultation with the envelope scientist, so the applicant 

could return with more specific details about the roof installation.  

Acting Chair Hedrick asked if there had been consideration of replacing the cedar shake with another cedar shake roof 

instead of metal. Mr. Engelhard responded that the homeowner specifically requested a metal roof.  Acting Chair 

Hedrick pointed out that the Roofing Guidelines 6.1.3 says new roofing materials should be compatible with either the 

existing or original roofing material and match the historic material as closely as possible in color.  There was further 

board discussion regarding information for Mr. Engelhard to gather and bring back to the next meeting. 

There were no parties who wished to comment on the application and no parties with standing. 

Acting Chair Hedrick asked for a motion to table Case #25-27 until the next meeting.  

 

Member Davis made the motion to table Case #25-27 and Member Morris made the second. Acting Chair Hedrick took 

a vote that was approved. 

 

Voting yea: Acting Chair Hedrick, Bradley Cummins, Kris Davis, Marissa Morris, Jessica Sabiston 

 

Acting Chair Hedrick then declared Case #25-27 tabled until the next meeting. 

 

2. Case #25-28 122 Front Street – Remove Block Driveway & Replace with Permeable Brick  

Acting Chair Hedrick introduced Case #25-28 and asked if any Members needed to recuse themselves.   Hearing none, 

he asked for the Staff Report. Mr. Fockler stated that the applicant, LawnMasterNC, was requesting to remove an 

existing block driveway and replace it with a permeable brick driveway. He noted that the original application had 

included a new brick front walkway but this was not included in the current application because an easement agreement 

with the town would be needed. 

Secretary Anderson then administered the Oath to the applicant, Robert Webb, owner of LawnMasterNC. 

Mr. Webb testified that the homeowner requested the change because the existing concrete pavers with diamond holes 

were not performing as expected. The grass plugs placed in the holes had not grown properly, creating an aesthetically 

unappealing surface. Additionally, there was water runoff going toward the sea wall which was undermining it. The 

proposed permeable brick would match the brick that the town had already installed on the nearby sidewalks, using the 

same pattern and material. 

Member Cummins asked about water drainage, and Mr. Webb explained that they would create a crown in the center 

of the driveway so water would shed in multiple directions rather than all flowing toward the sea wall. He also clarified 

that they would be reducing the amount of paved area by creating two parking strips with grass in between rather than 

a solid paved area. 

Member Cummins noted that the proposed area was quite large but acknowledged that the existing area was already 

paved.  

Acting Chair Hedrick sought clarification about why they were changing the existing eco pavers, and Mr. Webb 

explained that they considered them a failure because the grass wasn't covering the concrete as intended, they weren’t 

aesthetically pleasing, and they don’t match anything else in the historic district. 
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The commission discussed concerns about the amount of impervious surface, but Mr. Fockler confirmed there were no 

zoning restrictions for this particular property regarding impervious surface limits. 

There were no parties who wished to comment on the application and no parties with standing.  There were no witnesses. 

Acting Chair Hedrick asked for a motion for a Finding of Fact for Case #25-28. Member Cummins made the following 

motion: Having reviewed the record and having considered all evidence submitted and oral testimony for Case #25-28, 

move that the Commission concludes that the pending application meets the following design standards under the 

Design Guidelines for the Beaufort Historic District and Landmarks: Off-Street Parking Guidelines 8.5.7 with the 

application as amended to exclude the front sidewalk. 

Member Morris made the second. Acting Chair Hedrick took a vote that was approved. 

 

Voting yea: Acting Chair Hedrick, Bradley Cummins, Kris Davis, Marissa Morris, Jessica Sabiston 

 

Acting Chair Hedrick then gave the motion for a Certificate of Appropriateness for Case #25-28.  

Member Morris gave the motion to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness based on the following: Based upon the 

foregoing Findings of Fact, I move that the Commission conclude that the proposed project is not incongruous with the 

special character of the historic district as a whole and that a Certificate of Appropriateness for Case #25-28 be issued 

for the proposed work with the condition that the proposed walkway from the porch to the sidewalk be excluded. 

Member Davis made the second and Acting Chair Hedrick took a vote that was unanimously approved. 

  

Voting yea: Acting Chair Hedrick, Bradley Cummins, Kris Davis, Marissa Morris, Jessica Sabiston 

Acting Chair Hedrick then declared Case #25-28 closed and notified Mr. Webb that the Minutes and Findings of Fact 

would be adopted at the next meeting and the COA would then be issued. 

Commission / Board Comments 

There were no comments. 

Staff Comments 

Mr. Garner thanked the Standards subcommittee and notified the Commission that the updated Standards draft may be 

coming before them before the end of this year.  Also, the Davis family cemetery application to be included on the National 

Register of Historic Places has gone to the State Historic Preservation Office to be heard later this year.  Mr. Garner 

discussed upcoming workshops in the Old Burying Ground focusing on stone repair and metalwork.  He also provided an 

update on the property line dispute in the 100 block of Moore Street. 

Adjourn 

Member Cummins made the motion to adjourn and Member Davis made the second. Acting Chair Hedrick took a vote that 

was unanimously approved. 

 

Voting yea: Acting Chair Hedrick, Bradley Cummins, Kris Davis, Marissa Morris, Jessica Sabiston 
 

Acting Chair Hedrick declared the September 2nd, 2025 meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
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_______________________________________  

 Acting Chair, Bradley Hedrick 

  

 

 

_______________________________________  

 Board Secretary, Laurel Anderson 
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Town of Beaufort, NC 

701 Front St. - P.O. Box 390 - Beaufort, N.C. 28516  

252-728-2141 - 252-728-3982 fax - www.beaufortnc.org 

 

Town of Beaufort Historic Preservation Commission 

6:00 P.M. October 7, 2025 – 614 Broad Street – Train Depot 
 

 

AGENDA CATEGORY: Consent 

SUBJECT: Approval of the Order for 122 Front Street – Certificate of 
Appropriateness 

 

BRIEF SUMMARY: 

As part of the new General Statutes (160D), prior to Evidentiary Hearing Orders being signed and sent 
to the applicant/property owners, the Board in which conducted the hearing is to review the 
order for accuracy.  

The staff has consulted with the Town Attorney and now asks that the Historic Commission Members 
review the orders for such accuracy and be prepared to make a motion to recommend 
approval of the Order or to approve with Commission recommended changes.  

 

REQUESTED ACTION: 

Review the order for such accuracy and be prepared to make a motion to recommend 
approval of the Order or to approve with Commission recommended changes.  

  

EXPECTED LENGTH OF PRESENTATION: 

0 Minutes (Presentation from Staff) 

 

SUBMITTED BY: 

Kyle Garner, AICP Planning Director 

 

BUDGET AMENDMENT REQUIRED: 

N/A 
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    Town of Beaufort  

701 Front St. • P.O. Box 390 • Beaufort, N.C. 28516 
252-728-2141 • 252-728-3982 fax 

www.beaufortnc.org 

Mayor Sharon Harker 

Commissioner Melvin Cooper • Commissioner Paula Gillikin 

Commissioner John LoPiccolo  • Commissioner Bucky Oliver • Commissioner Sarah Spiegler 

Town Manager Matt Zapp 

 

October 7, 2025 

 

Lawn Masters of NC/Coastal Division 

1875 N. 20th Street 

Morehead City, NC 28557 

 

RE: Case # 25-28 122 Front Street – Remove Block Driveway & Replace with Permeable Brick 

 

To whom it may concern: 

Beaufort’s Historic Preservation Commission wishes to thank you for your recent application for a 

Certificate of Appropriateness regarding the property referenced above which is in the Town’s Historic 

District. We appreciate you taking the time to come before the Commission, as well as your willingness to 

work with us to preserve the distinctive character of Beaufort.  Your commitment will help ensure the many 

historic and cultural resources that we enjoy today will be preserved for future generations.  

You have been issued a Certificate of Appropriateness for your project as specified on the enclosed 

certificate.  Please read it carefully.  As you proceed with your project, you must comply with all the 

specifications stated, including provisions in the relevant Historic District Guidelines enumerated on the 

certificate.  Please note the COA must be visibly displayed at the site during the entire duration of the 

project. Also note that a building permit with the Town may be needed depending on the scope of the work.  

Your certificate is valid for the work which must begin within six (6) months from the date of issuance of 

the COA by the Commission and must be completed no later than one year thereafter.   An extension of the 

COA can be granted upon the Town receiving a written request from the applicant prior to the application 

expiration date. An extension may only be granted once for a time period of six additional months if the 

work has been started but not completed within the one-year validation period. Upon completion of your 

project please contact our office in case an inspection of the project is required.  

Thank you for the thought and care that you have dedicated to your project. Your contribution to the 

preservation of Beaufort’s Historic District is greatly appreciated.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Bradley Hedrick, Acting Chair 

Beaufort Historic Preservation Commission 

 

Enclosed:  COA Certificate 

 

cc: Annette Williamson  
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TOWN OF BEAUFORT, NC 

ORDER GRANTING A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

 

The Historic Preservation Commission for the Town of Beaufort, N.C. (“HPC”), having held an evidentiary 

hearing on September 2, 2025 to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness (“COA”) application submitted 

by Lawn Masters of NC/Coastal Division for CASE # 25-28 122 FRONT STREET – REMOVE BLOCK 

DRIVEWAY & REPLACE WITH PERMEABLE BRICK and having heard all of the evidence, 

testimony, and arguments presented during the evidentiary hearing on this item and having the material(s) 

submitted to the HPC from the applicant, makes the following CONCLUSION: 

Based upon the testimony, evidence, and record before the HPC on September 2, 2025, we find that the 

application submitted meets the following design standards under the Design Guidelines for the Beaufort 

Historic District & Landmarks [revised 2008]: 

Off-street Parking Guidelines 

8.5.7. Use paving materials that were traditionally used on surface parking areas and driveways on the 

surrounding block or street. Gravel, marl, crushed shells, asphalt, and concrete are typical parking lot 

treatments, while grass, gravel or concrete runners with a grassy median, brick, and marl are typical 

driveway treatments. Use bricks, stone, or metal to contain loose paving materials. Landscaping timbers, 

railroad ties, and concrete or plastic edging are not allowed. 

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED based on the application submitted, the testimony given during the 

evidentiary hearing and the foregoing findings of fact, the HPC concludes that the proposed project is 

congruous with the special character of the Historic District as a whole and that a Certificate of 

Appropriateness be ISSUED for CASE # 25-28 122 FRONT STREET – REMOVE BLOCK 

DRIVEWAY & REPLACE WITH PERMEABLE BRICK WITH THE CONDITION THAT THE 

PROPOSED WALKWAY FROM THE PORCH TO THE FRONT SIDEWALK BE EXCLUDED. 

 

This the 7th day of October, 2025. 

          

              

        Bradley Hedrick, Acting Chair 

        Beaufort Historic Preservation Commission 

 

NOTE: If you are dissatisfied with the decision of this Board, an appeal may be taken to the Beaufort 

Board of Adjustment within 30 days after the date this order is served on you.    
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Town of Beaufort, NC 

701 Front St. - P.O. Box 390 - Beaufort, N.C. 28516  

252-728-2141 - 252-728-3982 fax - www.beaufortnc.org 

 

Town of Beaufort Historic Preservation Commission Regular Meeting 

6:00 PM Tuesday, October 7, 2025 – 614 Broad Street – Train Depot 
 

 

AGENDA CATEGORY: New Business  

SUBJECT: Landmark Designation Request – 229 Front Street – Jacob 
Henry House  

BRIEF SUMMARY: 

Mr. Stephen Redhage is requesting endorsement from the Historic Commission to submit an 
application to the State Historic Preservation Office and the Town of Beaufort for consideration 
to have the home at 229 Front Street, known as the Jacob Henry House, to be given local 
landmark status.            

       

REQUESTED ACTION: 

Consider Endorsement of request for Mr. Redhage to submit his application to the State 
Historic Preservation Office for Consideration 

 

EXPECTED LENGTH OF PRESENTATION: 

10 Minutes 

  

SUBMITTED BY:  

Kyle Garner 

 

BUDGET AMENDMENT REQUIRED: 

N/A 
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BHPC STAFF REPORT 

 

  
To: BHPC Members 

From: Kyle Garner, Planning Director 

Date: September 26, 2025 

Case No. Local Landmark 

Request: Endorsement of application for 229 Front Street to State Historic 

Preservation Office to be considered a Local Landmark.  

 

Applicant: 

 

Mr. Stephen Redhage  

900 ST ANDREWS STREET 

TARBORO, NC 27886 

Property Information: 

Owners: 

Location: 

PIN#: 

Sharon Redhage 

229 Front Street    

730617008458000 

 
Project Information:   
 

 

C.1800 
 

 

Jacob Henry House (Easton House). This traditional, 2½-story, side gable, 

Beaufort-style house is 4 bays wide with an engaged 2-story front porch, and 

is the largest and most ambitious Federal house in town. It was built for 

Jacob Henry about 1800. The original house was 2 bays deep and was 

extended to the rear in later years. As evidenced by the original modillion 

cornice which remains along the main facade, the 2-story house retains much 

of its original fabric: ballast stone foundation, beaded weatherboards, an 

exterior end stuccoed brick chimney, 9/6,4/4, and 6/6 sash. The porch has 

Doric columns with turned railing. The interior retains much of its original 

Federal fabric, most notably the parlor mantel with paneled pilasters 

supporting a frieze with three delicate sunbursts and a molded shelf, and the 

distinctively S-curved end blocks characteristic of early Beaufort mantels. 

 

Mr. Stephen Redhage is requesting endorsement from the Historic 

Commission to apply to the State Historic Preservation Office and the Town 

of Beaufort for consideration to have the home at 229 Front Street, known as 

the Jacob Henry House, to be given local landmark status 
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Case No.: Local Landmark 
Location:  229 Front Street  

Page: 2 

 

\\BEAUFORT-SERVER\Town Hall Share\Planning & Inspecting Share\01 - BHPC\2025\10.7.25\Local Landmark - 229 Front Street\Local Landmark 229 Front 

Street (Jacob Henry) House.doc 

Attachments: 
 

• Vicinity Map 

• Email Requesting Being Placed on Agenda 

• Carteret Co - Beaufort - Jacob Henry House - NHR Application 

• Carteret Co - Beaufort - Jacob Henry House - Additional Paperwork and Photo 

• SHPO GIS - National Register Identification Information 

• State Historic Website Information 

• Additional Submitted Information 

 

Additional Information 

 

This structure is already listed as an individual listing on the National Register of Historic Places and has a 

State Historic Marker as well.  However, the property is not listed as a local individual landmark. 

 

The process for requesting a Local Landmark is: 

 

1. A to request endorse an application to the State Historic Office (SHPO) to be considered. 

2. A confirmation from SHPO that they agree 

3. A joint public hearing with the Historic Commission and Board of Commissioners 

4. Adoption of a resolution from the Board of Commissioners creating the local landmark 

5. Recordation of the resolution at the register of deeds. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

D) Powers and Duties of the BHPC. (Land Development Ordinance Excerpt) 

 

2) Powers of the BHPC.  

 

d) To recommend to the BOC individual structures, buildings, sites, areas, or objects to be designated by 

ordinance as “Landmarks.” As a guide for the identification and evaluation of such landmarks, the BHPC 

shall maintain an inventory of properties of historical, architectural, pre-historical, and cultural significance 

within the Town of Beaufort. Such inventories and any additions or revisions thereof shall be submitted as 

expeditiously as possible to the N.C. Division of Archives and History. No ordinance designating a historic 

building, structure, site, area, or object as a landmark, nor any amendment thereto may be adopted, nor may 

any property be accepted or acquired by the BHPC or the BOC until all of the following procedural steps 

have been taken:  

 

i) The BHPC shall make or cause to be made an investigation and report on the historic, pre-historic, 

educational, or cultural significance of each building, structure, site, area or object proposed for designation 

or acquisition. Such investigation or report shall be forwarded to the property owner, the BOC, and the 

Division of Archives and History, N.C. Department of Cultural Resources.  

 

ii) The Department of Cultural Resources, acting through the State Historic Preservation Office, shall either 

upon request of the Cultural Resources Department or at the initiative of the BHPC, be given an 

opportunity to review and comment upon the substance and effect of the designation of any landmark 

pursuant to this subsection of this Ordinance. Any comments shall be provided in writing. If the 
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Case No.: Local Landmark 
Location:  229 Front Street  

Page: 3 

 

\\BEAUFORT-SERVER\Town Hall Share\Planning & Inspecting Share\01 - BHPC\2025\10.7.25\Local Landmark - 229 Front Street\Local Landmark 229 Front 

Street (Jacob Henry) House.doc 

Department does not submit its comments or recommendations in connection with any designation within 

thirty days following receipt by the Cultural Resources Department of the investigation and report of the 

BHPC, the BHPC and the BOC shall be relieved of any responsibility to consider such comments.  

 

e) The BHPC and the BOC shall hold a joint public hearing or separate public hearings on any proposed 

ordinance to designate a landmark. Reasonable notice of the time and place thereof shall be given to the 

property owner.  

 

i) Following the joint public hearing or separate public hearings, the BOC may adopt the ordinance as 

proposed, adopt the ordinance with any amendments it deems necessary, or reject the proposed ordinance.  

 

ii) Upon adoption of the ordinance, the owners and occupants of each designated landmark shall be given 

written notification of such designation insofar as reasonable diligence permits. One copy of the ordinance 

and all amendments thereto shall be filed by the BHPC in the office of the register of deeds of Carteret 

County. Each designated landmark shall be indexed according to the name of the owner of the property in 

the grantee and grantor indexes in the register of deeds office, and the BHPC shall pay a reasonable fee for 

filing and indexing. A second copy of the ordinance and all amendments thereto shall be kept on file in the 

office of the Town Clerk and be made available for public inspection at any reasonable time. A third copy 

of the ordinance and all amendments thereto shall be given to the building inspector. The fact a building, 

structure, site, area, or object has been designated a landmark shall be clearly indicated on all tax maps 

maintained by the county for such period as the designation remains in effect.  

 

iii) Upon the adoption of the landmarks ordinance or any amendment thereto, it shall be the duty of the 

BHPC to give notice thereto to the county tax supervisor because the designation and any recorded 

restrictions upon the property limiting its use for preservation purposes shall be considered by the tax 

supervisor in appraising it for tax purposes. 
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be ariginal At the first level the windQ1i,TS c ontain four'-ovGl~~six sash,; 
the tT,\TO at the sec ond Ie vel hav'8. fou:r~over~ .. fou:c,; and the one a.t the 
lavel, four-over-tT"To The sash in the southeast ~rindm\fs reads as fol1oTiTS 
nine -oiJer~six at the fix'st level., s~i.:;{-over-six, at the second and faur-over-
four in the attic All the frames are moldedc The sash in the shed 
additions is modern"> 

The plan has undergone these major changes Originally a hall-'anc1-
porlor plan.., it was converted to .3, center-hall plan ~vi th the addition of a 
partition T~Jall in the parlar This has sincd bean removed} so that the 
hall'-;:)]1d-pal"lor plan h,:18 beeD retrieved The difference is that the 
8li.thJnea door nOT,'T apens into the parlor rctther than into the hall It is 
possible the s chirTltley Was added v.rhen the east room ceased' to 
fune Lion as a hg,ll Tr~a east room is very sirr;.ply finished ldi th a beaded 
b:J.sebo3.rd a~(l(l md.flcsl? The door and HlndnT/IT aTchi traves are made of 
a thr8rl-part Feddral molc1irig The ~:implici ty of this roow contrasts 
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strongly ljii th the elsgance of the parlor The parlor has a ljIJOoden dentil 
cornice and Ival1s plastered abo VB a fla t~paneled l;,rainscot The arc hi trave s, 
S::t'\Te that around the front door, are three-part Federal ones Particularly 
not8T;\rorthy is the , 'Hhich 1i1Thile being basically Federal, has vernacular 
quali ties ljvbich seem distinctly native to Beaufort . Paneled pilasters flank 
the rec tangular fi.re openi.ng and support a plain arc hi trave The frieze appeal s 
to be a compromise be tr4een Federal end blocks al1.d a Georgian ramped entablaturE 
resulting in the end blocks having a cyma recta profile a feature characteris" ic 
of Beaufort Three relief sunbursts of equal size ornament the· central part 
of the frieze Th-3 heavily molded cornice 811d shelf arEl ado:r'ned l;fl th dentils 
An GIlclose d stair rise s toward the front be tirmen the tTrTO rooms and is entere.d 
fl~om the parlor Closing off the parlor from the stair is a door of six flat 
pa.nel s, hung on s trap hinge s 

Tb.8 second floor has been partit.ioned into a center-hall plan" The Hc:.ills 
that, enclosed the original 'Hast bedchamber are plastered '~{ith a molded chair 
r~l:Ll and b8 ad8 d base boarc1 The par ti ti on 'tv'aJ~l has only a plain base board ~ 
Th8 mantel is of tradi tional Federal design Thr~) east room is finished ljIri th 
plti.'::>tcll:ecl. lva.lls and a beaded h::lseboard The reaX' shed room~l fOl'1Yterlyv.rare 
plastered) but are now sheathGcJ tIith viood The attj_c is siYnilarly treated,. 

t-~-~---------. ---~---~~-~------~--------.---.-.--_____ ~ __ ~. __ 
GPO 921.724 28

1.



SPl?C1F!C O.1.TE{.s) "If 

o Agriculture 

~J Archit",clur.", 

o Art 

o Conl,narce 

o Communications 

o Conservation 

o 16th Century 

o 17 ih Century 

0 Education 

0 Engineering 

0 Industry 

0 Inven~ion 

0 landscape 

Archi lecture 

0 literolure 

o Military 

o Music 

£{] 

0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
[J 

o 18th Century 

CD 19th Century 

Political 

Rei igion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Scu Iplura 

Socia I/Humon-

itorian 

Theater 

Transportation 
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'3TATEMENT OF Sir.;l'IIFICANCE 

The Ja.cob H8nry House is the largest and most ambitj.ous Federal house 
in Beaufort, distinguished by its drarnatic roofline and typi.cally Beaufort-
style mantel Its chief sigrrificanc8 -1j,Jhich gives it individual historic 
importance b8yond its place in -the Beaufort Historic District--deri VE)S . from 
J_ts connection 'j;1i~ th Jacob Henry; the 1809 debate over his right as a Je~T to 
hold state office and h.is O1ilm eloquent speech of defense ~T8re early milesto_ es 
in the fight for constitutional religiou,s freedom., 

Tb.e large house at 229 Front street has been identified as the home of 
John Easton) a pr0m:1.Yl8nt p:Jli tic:al and military figure in the seaport tOTrJl1 

of Beau.fort during th8 peri-ad of the Hevolutiono Deed. rosearch, hm,Tc-n/er.,. 
indic 2.t8:j tll.8. t thougb, Easton Qlj,rne d this p::,"operty, it tlTas not he 11[ho built 
the honsi3. 

0:18 of tho fi-,>'st deods to CoJ_onel John Easton is tha,t of May 7, 1768, 
lihen he bought a one-acre lot (lots 3 and 4) in Bea'ufort flneTiV tOt,m" with 
the "dilvelling house thereon" for seventy pounds proclarn.ation money" His 
appointment as an overseer in the construction of a canal from old Topsail 
In1et to the Neuse River in 1766 suggests he was living in the area. before 
this purchase of a town lot" Easton is described in. various deeds as 
lIyeom,::mll and Ilpltmter, II and probably 'j;ITas the 0~Tn8r of farmland in Cartere t 
County,. A tax list of 1779 shOljlT,S him the 0~m8r of 796 acres lfiri th thirty 
cattle) five negro slaves" and no tat,Tn lots The present house stands on 
half of lot 25 in the plan of the "old to~,mrr of Beaufort He purchased thj, 

'lot in 1771 from the tOlj\JYl C OiTlflo.ssiol1.fH's for 011e pound and ten sh:Ll1ings 
the deG d specifying that a house had to be bull toni t wj_ thin t~TO years 
As a to",lYl commissioner himself, it is J5ke ly that he duly cons truc ted a 
hons8 though probably not. an am.bitious one The requirements callGd for 

1.~:inili1IJ.rn dimensions of tt"Jenty by, fifteen fest" In 178~). for twenty pounds" 
~a:3ton sold Enoch ~vard Irthe wes-cern part of lot noD 25 2n Beaufort Old Tovnl 
c un tainin;2; thirty TIlre e fee t in front " 1'e serving the house cmd ground 
its tand~::; on untill the said E~noch ','Tard shall build one of equal 
goodness on som.s other part of the said Eastons part of the. lott or as they 
may otben,ri,se ag:L'89 ~ II The language suggests a baxgain t-.Thereby the exIsting 
hO'..188 1-Jould be ds(::!d2d to lj1rard 'L-'TheIl he built a comparable house on the 
oaster'n half of th:'1 loto Enoell lj1htrd had died by ,Septf)wbsl' of 1785 and 

did not build such a house In 179L~ Easton sold Jacob 
IrCG n paT ;~, of a Lots Distinguished by Lott No 

~,T8Td I S part being the S.E Pal"to 

'~-------------~------------~------ .. --~-----~-------------------------------_. 

II 
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This is the site of the house at 229 Front Street The selling price was 
t:;,relv8 pounds CirclJ.!rlstances therefore indicate that Jacob Henry built the 
pre sent house some tirr.e be tr,,7een 1794 and 1802 The latter date is the e arlie st 
date for ~'Thich a tC:LX list is available shOwing him as the O~Tner of one-half 
lot in Beaufort This lot Was valued at 100 pounds, an amount sufficient to 
indicate an improved lot. 

Jacob Henry 1;\l"On a place in the history ,of his country "Then, after 
rumring successfully in 1808 as a candidate for the state legislature, he Was 
challenged tha follo;"ling year on religious grounds It was asserted that 
Henry, a Je1(, did not qualify for office because of a provision in the state 
consti tlltion requiring "belief in the di \Tine authority of the Ne"T Testament II 

Henry ma.de an eloquent speech against religious discrimination, which had 
impact outside the state as well as lifi thin 

I certainly, Hr Speal(eY'J kno~T not the design of the Declaration 
of Rj.ghts made by the people of this state in the year 1776, if it 
was not to consecrate cert,~dn great and fundamental rights and 
principles 1i>Thich even the Consti tutioncannot impair " the 
language of the Bill of Rights is) IIthat all men have a natural and 
inalienable right to worship AL]\iIIGHrry GOD according to the dictates 
of their O~Tn consciences II It is undoubtedly a natural right, and 
~vhen it is declare d to be &.11 inalienable one by the people in their 
so'vereign and original ee.pacity, any attempt to alienate ei tb.8r by 
the Cons ti tution or by la1J\T, mus t be. vain and frui tIe ss 

It is surely a questi'on between a man al1d his Naker, and 
requires more than human attributes to pronounce \i\l"hich of the 
numerous sec-!':'s prevailing in the \ilTOrld is most acceptable to the 
Deity.. If a man fulfils the duties of that religion) ~vhich his 
education or his conscience has pointed to him as the true one, no 
person, I hold, in this our land of liberty., has a right to arraign 
hiTrJ. at the bar of any inquisition 

Nothing is more easily demonstrated than that the conduct alone 
is the subject of human lali\l"s; and that man ought to suffer civil 
disquClJ_ification for' 1;vfJ.at he dOes, and not, fO'(' what he thinks 

This spoech ranks as an eax-ly and significant contribution in the struggle to 
rscl.lize some of the freedoms provided for in the United states Constitution 
Henry I s ca.use \ii/as "aided by the luminous efforts of Judge [William] Gaston, 11 

a Catholic \iITho later sought (183.5) to have religions requirements removed 
from tho Consti tution He was al101i~'ed to keep his sea.t lion a technicali ty, II 
and the stru.ggle to eliminate a religious test for poli tical office continued 
for yea.rs 

Henl~y Has one of Beaufort's outstanding ci tizens and one of its most 
ulatsly aP9r8ci. tive, as evid8nced in his 1810 description of the tovm 

of trI8 Raleigh His account, a valuable early record of 
s thd builcltngs, indus tria s;; and finds it Ifin 8 very paint 
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of viel,v a de sirab19 si tllation for a summer re sidence It is stric tly a maTine 
vill,lge and thOS3 H-h:: are fond of the amuseHlr3nt connected wi th the Hater may 
here recal VB full gratification; 1i-Thilst battling in the surf and walking on 
the beach are likely to recover the Valetudinarian II 

In 1835 Jacob Henry "of Charleston, South Carolina, II sold the house 
for $100 to Samuel Henry, his son '11he same year Samuel W .. Henry, "cabinet 
maker, rr 'sold it for $h50 to ~1arcus C Thomas., "mariner," of Beaufort The 
,Jacob Henry House is nm,r the property of John G Jones, Jr 

GPO 92'1.724 
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HaS8c!l'eh by Che.~·le3 Bl ) Jr ;) survey specialis 
by J a.De t. 33 ':Ie, survey specialis t 

Carteret County ~S8 ) C::;rt.e.r'et County Courthouse) Beaufort, North 
Offj_ce of tl-19 R3;_~3 r of Deeds (Subgroups Deeds, "hIls) 

Carteret COllDty R9COT::1S Office of Archives and History, RaJ_eigh, North 
Carolina ( Dee ds, t\Tills) .. 

Clark, v\Ta~ter, edit-or., The St.ate Records of Winston ~1 
I and J C 

Harry L 

As the designate.d St2te Lial'';c'I) Officer for the Na­

tional Hi3tortC Presen1 ation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

39-(65), I hereby nominate this property for indus ion 

in t!-Je National Regist.':r and certify that it has beRn 

pVFlluated 8ccorciing to the c~i.t~;ria mId procechues set 

forth by the Nat~onal P8rk Ser:vlce. The recommended 

level of significance of this uoo1.ic.al ion i,~: 

National 0 Stc~te [Z"J Local 0 

./" '--/)..,\ ('" 
_of I /J. ,").f ___ 'r?' 

N a me ______ JL~!~_:~ L. __ ~_'-___________ _ 
H G. Jones 

aero 
BOUNDARIES 

I hereby eel lify thnt !hi~; property is iflc1uded in 

N8tional Register, 

Director, Office of Arcl1eo!ojJy Bnd Historic P£esep7£Jlicm 

D'3te 

ArfEST: 
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Jacob Henry House 
229 Front Street 
Beaufort~ North Carolina 

USGS Map:; Beaufort Quadrangle 
Scale: 1: 24:;000 
Date ~ 1949 
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