BALDWIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING

April 15, 2025
1601 N Columbia St, Suite 220
6:00 PM
MINUTES
PRESENT
Andrew Strickland, Chair
Kendrick Butts
Sammy Hall
Emily C. Davis
Scott Little
OTHERS

Brandon Palmer
Dawn Hudson
Bo Danuser

CALL TO ORDER
Baldwin County Board of Commissioners Chairman Andrew Strickland called the April 15, 2025
commission meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

INVOCATION
Pastor Tony Fraley - Vaughn Chapel Baptist Church.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Vice Chairman Butts led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioner Scott Little acknowledged April as Autism Awareness Month and recognized
Toyia Barnes and her non-profit Create, who hosted the Art Healthy Festival the past weekend.

AGENDA AMENDMENT

Commissioner Little made a motion to amend the agenda to add a presentation from the Twin
Lakes Library System after the approval of the minutes. Commissioner Butts seconded the
motion and the motion passed unanimously. The agenda was amended.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Little made a motion to approve the April 1, 2025 regular meeting and executive
session minutes. Commissioner Butts seconded the motion and the motion passed
unanimously.
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Commissioner Little made a motion to approve the April 7, 2025 called meeting and executive
session minutes. Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION

Revel Pogue, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Mary Vinson Library thanked the
commission for all they did for the library — the commissioners always came through.

Jennifer Lautszenheiser, Director of the Regional System, stated that they were the structure
that held up the local library so tax dollars stayed in Baldwin County. She stated there was a
10% growth in library usage — Baldwin County was reading. She stated that there was a high
rate of people with library cards and that there was growth in children’s programs and early
literacy activities.

Emily Emmons, the local branch manager, thanked the commission for their support and
discussed programs the library provided including working with other agencies; she gave an
update on moving into the branch facilities in preparation for the renovations of the main
library.

Andrew Herren invited the commissioners to review the plans for the renovations.

Ms. Lautzenheiser updated the commission that the federally funded Collins P. Lee project was
ready for the architectural design to go out.

Commissioner Little thanked the library board and staff for their leadership.

ADMINISTRATIVE/FISCAL MATTERS

Appointment
Commissioner Hall made a motion to remove the appointment of a member to the Central

State Hospital Local Redevelopment Authority from the agenda. Commissioner Davis seconded
the motion and the motion passed unanimously. The item was removed from the agenda.

Ordinance 0-2025-02

Commissioner Strickland read the caption of Ordinance 0-2025-02 stating the ordinance
amended Chapter 14 of the Baldwin County Code of Ordinances entitled “Animals”, was to
provide for codification, to repeal conflicting provisions, to provide for an effective date, and
for other purposes.

The Ordinance was presented as follows:
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ORDINANCE NO. 0-2025-02
TO AMEND CHAPTER 14 OF THE BALDWIN COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED
“ANIMALS”; TO PROVIDE FOR CODIFICATION; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; TO
PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

THE BALDWIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS HEREBY ORDAINS
SECTION 1. That section 14-31 of the Code of Ordinances, Baldwin County, Georgia is hereby
amended to read as follows:

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a
different meaning. The word "shall" is mandatory and the word "may" is permissive.

Abandonment means the intentional or complete forsaking of any animal by its owner,
without making reasonable arrangements for the adequate care and custody of the animal to
be assumed by another person or the failure to return and resume responsibility of an animal at
the designated time as arranged with the care giver. Abandonment also means the act of
placing an animal on public property or within a public building, unattended or uncared for, or
on or within the private property of another without the express permission of the owner,
custodian or tenant of the private property. An animal shall also be considered abandoned
when it has been unattended and without adequate and proper food and water for a period in
excess of 36 hours, regardless of where such animal may be found or kept.

Adequate food means sufficient quantity of non-contaminated and nutritionally healthy
sustenance that is appropriate to the species, breed, size, age and health of the animal, or at
the direction of a licensed veterinarian, which is sufficient to prevent starvation, malnutrition,
or risk to the animal's health. Garbage, spoiled, rancid, or contaminated food is not adequate
food.

Adequate shelter means a protective covering for a domestic animal that provides
adequate space and protection to maintain the animal in a state of good health, and that
prevents, pain suffering, or significant risk to the animal's health, and;

(1) Shelter shall consist of a completely enclosed structure with four sides (three of the
sides being solid), a constructed floor, roof; and a door opening;

(2) It shall also be clean, dry, and compatible with current weather conditions, in addition
to age, size, species, and condition of the animal;

(3) The structure shall be of sufficient size to allow the animal to stand, turn around, lie
down, and go in and out of the structure comfortably;
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(4) Owner shall provide some type of bedding that is quick drying, such as hay or pine
straw, must be provided to maintain comfortable temperatures within the structure
during times when ambient, outside temperature is below 60 degrees Fahrenheit;

(5) The structure shall include heavy plastic or rubber flap to over the door and/or
window openings during the months of December through March or when the
ambient, outside temperature is below 60 degrees Fahrenheit;

(6) From April through November, the structure shall either be shaded or moved out of
direct sunlight;

(7) If the shelter is made of wood, it shall be raised at least two inches off the ground to
prevent seepage or rotting;

(8) Because of heat generation and storm effects, examples of inadequate shelter
include, but are not limited to, lean-tos, metal or plastic drums, boxes, abandoned
vehicles, porches, decks, or material that does not provide sufficient protection from
the elements.

Adequate veterinary care means medical care of an animal from or under the direction of a
veterinarian and necessary to maintain the health of an animal based on the age, species,
breed, etc., of the animal, or to prevent an animal from suffering from:

(1) Ongoing infections;

(2) Infestation of parasites;

(3) Disease; or

(4) Any other medical condition/injury where withholding or neglecting to provide such
care would:

a. Endanger the health or welfare of the animal; or

b. Promote the spread of communicable diseases.

Adequate water means clear, clean, drinkable water in adequate supply. Examples of
inadequate water include, but are not limited to: snow, ice, rainwater and rancid or
contaminated water.

Altered means it shall be the duty of the owner of a dog or cat declared by an authority or
court of competent jurisdiction to be a potentially dangerous, dangerous or vicious animal, to
have the animal surgically sterilized. Such sterilization must be performed by a licensed
veterinarian within 30 days of a final order of an authority or court of competent jurisdiction
declaring the animal to be a potentially dangerous animal, dangerous animal, or vicious animal.

Animal means any living thing, not a plant, other than man (excludes: rodents and insects).

Animal control officer means any person designated by the county board of commissioners
as a law enforcement officer or agency for the purpose of administration and enforcement of
the provisions of this chapter.
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Animal shelter means any facility operated by the county board of commissioners or its
authorized agents for the purpose of impounding or caring for animals held under the authority
of this chapter.

Community cat means any outdoor, un-owned, free-roaming cat that is altered and ear-
tipped and lives as part of a colony with a designated caregiver.

Cruelty means:

(1) Every act, omission, or neglect by which death, unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or
suffering is caused, permitted, or allowed to continue to any animal when there is a
reasonable remedy of relief;

(2) Also includes transporting an unrestrained animal in an open-air vehicle (restraint
must prevent animal from reaching sides of open-air vehicle) or transporting an
unrestrained animal in the trunk of any vehicle or leaving an animal unattended in a
closed vehicle without proper ventilation or temperature control, where the outside
air temperature is 75 degrees Fahrenheit or above;

(3) Also means allowing or causing any animal to participate in training for or engaging in
an animal fight operated for sport, entertainment or gaming purposes. Routine
medical procedures by a licensed veterinarian shall not be regarded as cruelty.

Domesticated animal means animals that are accustomed to living in or about the
habitation of humans, including, but not limited to, cats, dogs, cows, fowl, horses, swine,
domesticated wild animals and exotic animals.

Electronic animal confinement system shall mean a commercially produced, functioning
and professionally installed electronic fence which utilizes an invisible electrically generated
perimeter, in which the animal within the perimeter wears an electronic collar that produces an
electric shock when the animal approaches or exceeds the perimeter.

Fence means any structure of wire, being 16 gauge or higher, wood, stone or other
material, which is of sufficient height and strength to act as a barrier against passage of the
animal it is intended to enclose. A fence shall be sufficient to prevent the animal from being
able to jump, dig, or escape from confinement; and shall have slats installed for chain link if it is
the only barrier to contain a dangerous/vicious animal.

Feral means an animal of a species normally domesticated that has reverted to a wild
state.

Governing authority means the governing body or officials in which the legislative powers
of the county are vested.

Guard dog means any trained or untrained dog that is maintained for the purpose of
safety or security and which is reasonably expected to attack persons or other animals
independently or upon command.

Harbor means and includes legal ownership or providing regular care, shelter, protection,
refuge, nourishment, or medical treatment.
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Humane care of animals means but is not limited to the provision of adequate shelter and
wholesome and adequate food and water consistent with the normal requirements and feeding
habits of the breed.

Impoundment means the action of taking physical control of an animal by an animal
control officer or other officers empowered to act by law and the transporting of such animal to
the animal control facility.

Inhumane care means any act, omission or neglect which causes unjustifiable physical pain
suffering or death to any living animal.

Inoculation against rabies means the injection subcutaneously or otherwise, of rabies
vaccine approved by the state department of public health, and administered under the
supervision of a licensed veterinarian and a certificate of vaccination or inoculation issued by
the veterinarian.

Jurisdiction means, for the enforcement of this chapter, Baldwin County.

Open-air vehicle means the cargo area of any pickup truck that is not covered by a
permanent attached utility cover or any convertible vehicle with its top down.

Owner means any person who owns, harbors, keeps and maintains, has lawful possession
of, or knowingly causes or permits an animal to be harbored or kept, who has an animal in his
care, who shelters or provides for such animal sufficient quantities of wholesome food and
water seven consecutive calendar days or longer, and permits an animal to remain on or
around his premises. The term "owner" shall also include any person hired or acting as
custodian of the animal for its owner.

Pen means, as it pertains to dangerous/vicious dogs, a pad locked, fenced area within a
perimeter fenced area that has secure sides that are buried two feet in to the ground or sunken
in concrete and a secure top.

Proper collar or harness means any fitted collar or harness which provides enough room
between the collar and the animal's throat through which two fingers may fit. Choke, pinch, or

prong type collars may not be used in tethering, fastening, chaining, tying, or otherwise
restraining a dog. Rope, cable, chain, wire or other similar materials are not suitable as a proper
collar or harness.

Public nuisance. An animal shall be deemed to be a public nuisance if the animal:

(1) Itis repeatedly found at large.
(2) 1t damages the property of someone other than the owner of the animal.
(3) It aggressively chases, attacks or bites a person while off the property of the owner.

(4) It produces, because of quantity, manner or method in which animals are kept,
unsanitary conditions.

(5) The owner of a dog or cat fails to remove feces deposited upon public property or
upon the property of another. This subsection shall not be construed as to apply to
hoofed animals or livestock.
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(6)

(7)

A dog continuously makes excessive noises. Excessive noises shall be defined as
continuous howling, barking or crying or causing unreasonable annoyance
continuously for a period of one-half hour or more. For the purposes of this chapter,
the dog must be within 200 feet of the property line of the complaining party.

An in-heat female dog or cat is tethered outdoors or allowed to be at large thereby
attracting males of the same species.

Records of appropriate authority means records of any county or municipal animal control
agency, records of any county board of health, records of any federal, state or local courts, or
records of an animal control officer provided for in this chapter.

Residential lot means the lot with a dwelling located thereon, exclusive of any vacant lots
adjacent thereto under the same ownership.

Restraint means any animal which is:

(1)
(2)

(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

On a hand-held leash; or

At a heel or beside a competent person and obedient to the person's commands
while on the owner's real property limits; or

Within a vehicle being driven or parked on the streets and roads of the county; or
In a fenced area within the real property limits of the owner; or
Within a designated off-leash area of the dog park; or

Within an electronic animal confinement system and provided they are maintained in
good working order and keep the animal contained; and

a. Contain permanent and prominently displayed signs around the perimeter of the
electronic animal confinement system. The signs shall be clearly visible prior to
entering such premises and shall read: "Caution - Electronic Animal Confinement
System"

It shall be the duty of every owner of an animal to ensure that the animal is kept
under restraint as defined herein and that precautions are taken to prevent the
animal from leaving, while unattended, the real property limits of its owner.

It shall be the duty of every owner to ensure that the enclosure must be securely
locked at any time the animal is left unattended, after being issued a warning or
citation by the animal control officer.

It shall be the duty of every owner of a classified animal to ensure that the animal is
securely and humanely enclosed within a proper enclosure as a means of restraint.

Running-at-large means any animal which is off the property of its owner and not under
the control of a competent person.

SECTION 2. That section 14-61 of the Code of Ordinances, Baldwin County, Georgia is hereby

amended to read as follows:
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After a dog or cat becomes the property of the county, the Baldwin County Animal Control
Department may offer the animal for adoption provided that the person adopting the dog or cat
complete an application and is approved through the adoption policy/procedure and shall pay
an associated adoption fee. These costs cover the mandatory rabies vaccination, microchip, and
mandatory spay or neuter procedure, as required by state law 0.C.G.A § 4-14-3.

SECTION 3. That the Code of Ordinances, Baldwin County, Georgia is hereby amended by adding
an article to be numbered V, which article reads as follows:

ARTICLE V. SPAY AND NEUTER REQUIREMENTS
Sec. 14-73. - Findings, purpose, and intent.

(a) The board of commissioners finds that unintended or uncontrolled breeding of dogs
and cats within Baldwin County leads to the birth of unwanted puppies, kittens, dogs,
and cats that become strays, suffer privation and hunger, and that may constitute
public hazards, and are impounded and euthanized at great expense to the
community and constituting a public nuisance and a public health hazard. Without
action aimed at the cause of the problem this problem and its serious consequences,
including the cycle of impoundment and euthanasia of unwanted animals will remain
unabated and will be compounded with time. It is declared that every feasible means
of reducing the number of unwanted dogs, cats, puppies, and kittens be encouraged.

(b) The board of commissioners finds that one of the most effective, economical,
humane, and ethical solutions to the problem of dog and cat overpopulation is to
substantially reduce, if not eliminate, unintended breeding and by such reduction or
elimination seek to promote the public health, safety, welfare, and environmental
interests of its citizens.

Sec. 14-74. - Definitions.

For purposes of this article:

Service dog shall include dogs having been appropriately trained and actually being used
as service dogs such as guide dogs, hearing dogs, assistance dogs, seizure alert dogs, and
social/therapy dogs.

Sec. 14-75. Sterilization requirement.

(a) No person may own, keep, harbor, or have custody of a dog or cat six months of age or
older within Baldwin County that has not been spayed or neutered unless such person
holds an unaltered animal permit for each unaltered dog or cat, or unless the dog or cat
is otherwise exempt under this article.

Sec. 14-76. - Exemptions.

(a) The following persons shall not be required to obtain an unaltered animal permit:
(1) An individual who is a non-resident of Baldwin County and resides temporarily
therein for a period not to exceed 120 days within a 12-month period;
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(2) Lawful humane societies/animal shelters, whether public or private, licensed by the

Georgia Department of Agriculture whose principal purpose is securing the adoption
of dogs or cats or offering sanctuary for dogs or cats and which certify in writing to
the Baldwin County Animal Control Department that they do not engage in the
breeding of dogs or cats. Such organizations must comply with the mandatory
sterilization requirements applicable to animal shelters and rescue organizations
pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 4-14-1 et seq., the Georgia Animal Protection Act, 0.C.G.A. §
4-11-1 et seq., and other applicable laws and regulations of the Georgia Department
of Agriculture; and

(3) Veterinary hospitals.

Sec. 14-77. Unaltered animal permit and licensing requirements.

(a) The owner of an unaltered dog or cat six (6) months of age or older must apply to the
Baldwin County Animal Control Department for an unaltered animal permit and license
tag. The Baldwin County Animal Control Department shall issue an unaltered animal
permit if the owner complies with the requirements set forth in this article and pays the
permit fee, which shall be set forth in the fee schedule adopted by the board of
commissioners. A certificate shall be issued identifying the animal as a permitted
unaltered animal and must be made available for inspection at all times.

(b) A lifetime unaltered animal permit and license tag is valid for the life of the animal
identified in the unaltered animal permit.

(c) An unaltered animal license tag shall be provided to the owner with every unaltered
animal permit. The owner of the unaltered animal is required to see that the unaltered
animal license tag is valid and is securely fastened to the animal's collar or harness at all

times.

(d) Owners who apply for an unaltered animal permit must provide proof of identification
micro-chipping of the animal prior to issuance of the permit and license tag.

(e) Unaltered animal permits may be obtained for the following animals:

(1)

(2)

(3)

Dogs documented as having been appropriately trained and actually being used by
public law enforcement agencies, or such dogs designated as breeding stock by an
appropriate agency or organization approved by the director of the Baldwin County
Animal Control Department after consultation with knowledgeable professionals;
Dogs having been appropriately trained and actually being used as a service dog, such
as a guide dog, hearing dog, assistance dog, seizure alert dog, social/therapy dog, or
such dogs designated as breeding stock by an appropriate agency or organization
approved by the director of the Baldwin County Animal Control Department after
consultation with knowledgeable professionals;

Dogs documented as having been appropriately trained and actually being used by
search and rescue agencies for search and rescue activities, or such dogs designated
as breeding stock by an appropriate agency or organization approved by the director
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of the Baldwin County Animal Control Department after consultation with
knowledgeable professionals;

(4) Dogs or cats certified by a licensed veterinarian as having a health reason for not being
spayed/neutered;

(5) Dogs which are appropriately trained and actually being used for herding of other
animals, or as livestock guardian dogs, hunting dogs, or such dogs designated as
breeding stock by an appropriate agency or organization approved by the director of
the Baldwin County Animal Control Department after consultation with
knowledgeable professionals;

(6) Dogs or cats boarded in a licensed kennel or a business which boards such animals for
professional training or resale; and

(7) Dogs or cats which are registered with the American Kennel Club, the Cat Fancier
Association or other recognized registry or trained and kept for the purpose of show,
field trials or agility trials.

(f) A dog or cat for which an unaltered animal permit and license tag has been issued under
this section shall not be used for breeding or stud purposes unless an appropriate permit
is first obtained from the Georgia Department of Agriculture if such person is required to
be licensed by the Georgia Department of Agriculture.

(g) It shall be a violation of this article to counterfeit an unaltered animal permit or license
tag, to maliciously destroy a permit or tag, or to fraudulently obtain an unaltered animal
permit or license tag.

(h) An unaltered animal permit issued pursuant to this article is a privilege and not a right.
Sec. 14-78. Deadline for compliance.

(a) Adogor cat governed by this article shall be spayed or neutered by its owner or, if eligible,
the owner shall obtain an unaltered animal permit within thirty (30) days of the dog or
cat becoming six (6) months of age or by July, 1, 2025, whichever is the later in time, or,
in the case of the owner who has acquired a dog or cat after it becomes six (6) months of
age, within thirty (30) days of acquisition.

Sec. 14-79. Change in address/ownership

(a) The address of the owner shall be presumed to be the residence of the dog or cat. All
changes of address must be reported to the Baldwin County Animal Control Department
in writing within thirty (30) calendar days following such change. A permit holder shall
notify the Baldwin County Animal Control Department in writing of any change of
ownership of a dog or cat within thirty (30) calendar days following such change. If an
owner wishes to sell an animal, the unaltered animal permit must be prominently
displayed.
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Sec. 14-80. - Breeding permits.

(a) No person shall breed a dog or cat or offer a dog or cat for breeding or stud purposes
without first obtaining an appropriate breeding permit from the Georgia Department of
Agriculture if such person is required to be licensed by the Georgia Department of
Agriculture.

(b) No person shall sell or offer for sale any dog, cat, puppy, or kitten in a public place in
Baldwin County; provided, however, that this prohibition shall not apply to "adoption
fairs" conducted by the Baldwin County Animal Control Department or by a licensed
animal rescue organization or animal shelter.

Sec. 14-81. Penalties

(a) Any person who is issued a citation for violating this article for the first time shall be
provided with a list of no cost and low cost spay and neuter services. If a first-time violator
can demonstrate compliance with this article within 60 days of the date the citation is
issued, the citation shall be dismissed. Any person violating this article, or any provision
hereof, upon conviction, shall be punished by a fine of not more than $500.00.

Sec. 14-82. - Revocation.

(a) Upon conviction of a violation of this article, the director of the Baldwin County Animal
Control Department may revoke all unaltered animal permits held by such person and
reject all applications for an unaltered animal permit submitted by such person for a
period of 12 consecutive months.

(b) Notice of revocation shall be sent to the person by certified mail, return receipt
requested, statutory overnight delivery, or by hand delivery by the sheriff or animal
control officer.

(c) A person aggrieved by a decision of the director of the Baldwin County Animal Control
Department to revoke an unaltered animal permit may appeal the decision to the county

manager.
(d) The appeal must be filed with the county manager’s office in writing within ten days after

receiving notice of the adverse action and it shall contain a concise statement of the
reasons for the appeal. Failure to timely request an appeal shall render the revocation
final. The county manager shall hold an administrative hearing in consideration of the
appeal and issue a written decision within 30 days of receipt of the appeal.

SECTION 4.

A.Itis hereby declared to be the intention of the Board of Commissioners that all sections,
paragraphs, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Ordinance are and were, upon their
enactment, believed by the Board of Commissioners to be fully valid, enforceable, and
constitutional.

B. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Board of Commissioners that, to the
greatest extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause or
phrase of this Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence,
clause or phrase of this Ordinance. It is hereby further declared to be the intention of the
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Board of Commissioners that, to the greatest extent allowed by law, no section,
paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is mutually dependent upon any
other Section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance.

C. In the event that any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance
shall, for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise
unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it
is the express intent of the Board of Commissioners that such invalidity,
unconstitutionality or unenforceability shall, to the greatest extent allowed by law, not
render invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any of the remaining
sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, or phrases of the Ordinance and that, to the
greatest extent allowed by law, all remaining sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, or
phrases of the Ordinance shall remain valid, constitutional, enforceable, and of full force
and effect.

SECTION 5. Repeal of Conflicting Provision. Except as otherwise provided herein, all ordinances
or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 6. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its adoption
by the Chairperson and Board of Commissioners of Baldwin County.

SO ORDAINED this day of April, 2025.

ANDREW STRICKLAND, Chairman
Baldwin County Board of Commissioners
ATTEST:

BO DANUSER, County Clerk
(Seal)

County Attorney Brandon Palmer listed some of the key points of the ordinance.
Deb Campbell addressed the commission to discuss the misery caused by animal
overpopulation and asked the commission to adopt the spay and neuter ordinance. Forward

thinking counties were implanting spay and neuter ordinances and were experiencing the
benefits.

Desiree Liggins addressed the commission asking that the ordinance be adopted.

Commissioner Butts asked how the ordinance would be enforced? There was a discussion
about the enforcement being complaint driven or based on pick-up.

There was discussion about making the public aware of the ordinance.
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Commissioner Little made a motion to adopt the ordinance. Commissioner Strickland seconded
the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Resolution R-2025-34

Chairman Strickland read the caption of Resolution 2025-34 stating that this was a resolution to
contract with the State of Georgia through the Department of Administrative Services in order
to allow non-state paid District Attorney employees to be processed through the state payroll
system, thereby entitling those employees to the same fringe benefits as other state
employees.

RESOLUTION R-2025-34

A RESOLUTION OF THE BALDWIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS TO CONTRACT WITH
THE STATE OF GEORGIA THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES IN ORDER
TO ALLOW NON-STATE PAID DISTRICT ATTORNEY EMPLOYEES TO BE PROCESSED THROUGH THE
STATE PAYROLL SYSTEM, THEREBY ENTITLING THOSE EMPLOYEES TO THE SAME FRINGE
BENEFITS AS OTHER STATE EMPLOYEES

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, The District Attorney's Office for the Ocmulgee Judicial Circuit serves eight counties
including Baldwin County, and is jointly funded by appropriations from the State Legislature and Baldwin
County, and,

WHEREAS, some, but not all of the attorney, clerical, and investigative staff employees of the
District Attorney's Office are funded by the State of Georgia with all of the fringe benefits of State
employees, including, medical, dental, and life insurance options, and retirement benefits; and,

WHEREAS, it is equitable and desirable by the District Attorney and the Baldwin County Board of
Commissioners to offer the same benefits package to all similarly situated employees of the District
Attorney's Office, and,

WHEREAS, as a result of the enactment of OCGA § 15-18-20.1 during the 1997 Session of the
General Assembly, counties were enabled to contract with the State of Georgia through the Department
of Administrative Services in order to allow non-state paid District Attorney employees to be processed
through the State payroll system, thereby entitling those employees to the same fringe benefits as other
State employees;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Baldwin County, Georgia,
and it is hereby resolved by authority of the same, as follows:

1. Incorporation of Recitals. The above stated recitals are true and correct and are
incorporated as though fully set forth herein.

2. Contracting with the State of Georgia to process county employees assigned to the
District Attorney’s office through the State of Georgia payroll system. Unless and until
appointment shall be revoked or suspended, the Baldwin County Board of
Commissioners hereby authorizes and designated the Honorable T. Wright Barksdale, Il
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District Attorney for the Ocmulgee Judicial Circuit, and his successors, as its designee for
the purpose of contracting with the State of Georgia, Department of Administrative
Services, in order to comply with the provisions of OCGA § 15-18- 20.1, and the District
Attorney shall be responsible to transferring to the State the required funds as
necessary for all compensation, benefits, travel, and other expenses for all such
personnel.

3. Severability. In case any one or more of the provisions of this resolution shall for any
reason be held to be illegal or invalid, such illegality or invalidity shall not affect any
other provision of this resolution, but this resolution shall be construed and enforced as
if such illegal or invalid provision had not been contained herein.

4. Repeal of Conflicting Resolutions. Any and all resolutions in conflict with this resolution
this day passed be and they are hereby repealed.

5. Effective Date. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.

SO RESOLVED, this 15th day of April, 2025.

BALDWIN COUNTY, GEORGIA

Honorable Andrew Strickland, Chairman
Baldwin County Board of Commissioners
ATTEST:

Bo Danuser

Baldwin County Clerk
DATE ADOPTED
[SEAL]

Assistant County Manager Dawn Hudson stated they currently had a contract with DOAS, there
was one member of county staff in the District Attorney’s office that would be able to be paid
through the state to get the same benefits as the state employees in the office. The current
agreement was signed by a former commissioner and DOAS has asked the same agreement be
signed by the current chairperson.

There was a discussion about getting the contract resigned by each new chairman.

Commissioner Little made a motion to adopt the resolution. Commissioner Butts seconded the
motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Resolution R-2025-35

Chairman Strickland read the caption of Resolution R-2025-35 stating this was a resolution to
authorize an agreement with Pittman Construction Company to furnish all materials and
equipment and to perform all labor necessary to rehabilitate, resurface, and restripe
approximately 36.46 miles of roads in Baldwin County.
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The resolution was presented as follows:

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-35
A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE AN AGREEMENT WITH PITTMAN CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY TO FURNISH ALL MATERIALS, EQUIPMENT AND PERFORMING ALL LABOR
NECESSARY TO REHABILITE, RESURFACE, AND RESTRIPE APPROXIMATELY 36.46 MILES
OF ROADS IN BALDWIN COUNTY

WHEREAS, the Baldwin County Board of Commissioners desire to roadways throughout
Baldwin County resurfaced and restriped; and

WHEREAS, competitive sealed bids were solicited and accepted on March 27, 2025 in
the Board of Commissioners Office located at 1601 North Columbia Street, Suite 230 with
Pittman Construction Company deemed to provide the best service for the aforementioned
resurfacing and restriping; and

WHEREAS, On April 1, 2025, during a commission meeting duly assembled and
advertised, the Baldwin County Board of Commissioners accepted the bid proposal submitted
by Pittman Construction Company and authorized an agreement be prepared to furnish all
materials, equipment, perform all labor and incidental work necessary to rehabilitate, resurface
and restripe approximately 36.46 miles of roads in Baldwin County; and

WHEREAS, the aforementioned agreement is hereby attached and by reference, it,
along with all of the references, attachments, and addendums included in the agreement are
duly incorporated and made a part of this resolution.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Baldwin County,
Georgia, and it hereby resolved by authority of the same, as follows:

1. Incorporation of Recitals. The above stated recitals are true and correct and are
incorporated as though fully set forth herein.

2. Authorization of Agreement. The Board of Commissioners hereby authorize an
agreement with Pittman Construction Company to rehabilitate, resurface and restripe
approximately 36.46 miles of roads.

3. Authorization of Chairman. The Board of Commissioners hereby authorizes the
Chairman of the Baldwin County Board of Commissioners to sign any documentation or
take any other action necessary reasonably required to carry out, give effect to, and
consummate this agreement with Pittman Construction Company and to take all action
necessary in conformity therewith.

4. Severability. In case any one or more of the provisions of this Resolution shall for any
reason be held to be illegal or invalid, such illegality or invalidity shall not affect any
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other provision of this Resolution, but this Resolution shall be construed and enforced
as if such illegal or invalid provision had not been contained herein.

5. Repeal of Conflicting Resolutions. Any and all resolutions in conflict with this Resolution
this day passed be and they are hereby repealed.

6. Effective Date. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.

SO RESOLVED, this 15 day of April, 2025.
BALDWIN COUNTY, GEORGIA

Andrew Strickland, Chairman
Board of Commissioners
ATTEST:

Bo Danuser, County Clerk
Baldwin County, Georgia

Maurice Liggins addressed the commission asking for a list of the roads to be resurfaced and
the order they would be paved and to let the public know this information.

Commissioner Butts made a motion to adopt the resolution. Commissioner Little seconded the
motion and the motion passed unanimously.

There was a discussion about the resurfacing time table beginning June 1 and finish by
December 31%. Commission Butts clarified the information would be given to the public.

Resolution R-2025-36

Chairman Strickland read the caption of Resolution R-2025-36 stating this was a Resolution to
Adopt Policies for Finger Printing as Required by the Georgia Crime Information Center (GCIC)
for Baldwin County participation in the Criminal Justice Information System (CJIS) Network in
conjunction with the issuance of alcohol licenses.

The resolution was presented as follows:

RESOLUTION R-2025-36

A Resolution to Adopt Policies for Finger Printing as Required by the Georgia Crime Information Center
(GCIC) for Baldwin County participation in the Criminal Justice Information System (CJIS) Network

WITNESSETH:
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WHEREAS, Baldwin County is required by the Georgia Crime Information Center (CGIC) to adopt

four policies governing the procedure for collecting finger prints and maintaining the security of reports
generated in conjunction with the issuance of alcohol licenses; and

WHEREAS, the Baldwin County Planning and Development Man-Made/Natural Disaster Policy

Standard Operating Procedure, the Baldwin County Planning and Development Disciplinary Policy
Standard Operating Procedure, the Baldwin County Planning and Development Applicant Privacy Rights
Notification Policy Standard Operating Procedure and the Baldwin County Planning and Development
Media Protection Policy Standard Operating Procedure are hereby attached and by reference duly
incorporated and made a binding and enforceable part of this resolution.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Baldwin County, Georgia,

and it is hereby resolved by authority of the same, as follows:

1

5.

Incorporation of Recitals. The above stated recitals are true and correct and are incorporated as
though fully set forth herein.

Adopting Georgia Crime Information Center Policy Standard Operating Procedures. The Baldwin
County Board of Commissioners hereby adopts the Baldwin County Planning and Development
Man-Made/Natural Disaster Policy Standard Operating Procedure, the Baldwin County Planning
and Development Disciplinary Policy Standard Operating Procedure, the Baldwin County Planning
and Development Applicant Privacy Rights Notification Policy Standard Operating Procedure and
the Baldwin County Planning and Development Media Protection Policy Standard Operating
Procedure as required by the Georgia Crime Information Center for participation in the Criminal
Justice Information System Network.

Severability. In case any one or more of the provisions of this resolution shall for any reason be
held to be illegal or invalid, such illegality or invalidity shall not affect any other provision of this
resolution, but this resolution shall be construed and enforced as if such illegal or invalid provision
had not been contained herein.

Repeal of Conflicting Resolutions. Any and all resolutions in conflict with this resolution this day
passed be and they are hereby repealed.

Effective Date. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.

SO RESOLVED, this 15th day of April, 2025.

ATTEST:

BALDWIN COUNTY, GEORGIA

Honorable Andrew Strickland, Chairman
Baldwin County Board of Commissioners

Bo Danuser, County Clerk
Baldwin County Georgia
DATE ADOPTED

[SEAL]
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Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt the resolution. Commissioner Butts seconded the
motion. Chairman Strickland opened the floor for discussion.

Assistant County Manager Dawn Hudson stated the policies were required by the GBI and
governed what the county did with fingerprinting information.

The motion passed unanimously.

Coopers Park
Commission Hall made a motion to accept the bid from Great Southern Recreation for a splash

pad at Coopers Park and to authorize an agreement to be prepared. Commissioner Butts
seconded the motion.

Commissioner Hall stated this was the same company that built the splash pad in Harrisburg
and it was nice. '

The motion passed unanimously.

Golf Course Master Plan

Stan Aldrich addressed the commission speaking in favor of the golf course renovations and
hiring a professional was the right way.

Chairman Strickland thanked Commissioner Hall and spoke in favor of having a master plan
stating it was part of a long-term strategic plan and asked for community support. He thanked
Commissioner Hall.

Commissioner Hall made a motion to accept a proposal from Mike Young Designs Inc. for a golf
course renovation/remodeling master plan. Commissioner Little seconded the motion.

There was a discussion about developing a long-range plan and that the work would be done in
phases, the cost to develop the plan would be $30,000 and the construction would be put out
to bid. There was also conversation about how, last year, golf almost paid for itself, the
potential for working with private investors, and involving stake holders in the planning.

The motion passed unanimously.
Mowing Contract

County Attorney Brandon Palmer stated they receive a formal protest from the lowest bidder
alleging irregularities. He suggested a motion to reject all bids and reissue the bid.

Commissioner Little made a motion to reject all bids for a mowing agreement and reissue the
bids. Commissioner Butts seconded the motion.
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The motion passed unanimously.

Shaved Ice Concessions

Assistant County Manager Dawn Hudson discussed the request for proposal to provide shaved
ice operations at Walter B. Williams Park and only one proposal was received from Ice Risers,
LLC. The county would receive 20%.

Commissioner Little made a motion to accept the bid from Ice Risers, LLC d/b/a Kona Ice of Lake
Country. Commissioner Butts seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Harrisburg Community Center

Assistant County Manager Dawn Hudson discussed the two bids and asked the commission to
accept the lowest bid from Metal Buildings of Georgia, LLC for the new community center at
Harrisburg Park.

Commissioner Butts made a motion to accept the bid from Metal Buildings of Georgia, LLC to
build a new community center at Harrisburg Park. Commissioner Little seconded the motion
and the motion passed unanimously.

Georgia Power Foundation Grant
Assistant County Manager stated they were asking for permission to apply for a grant from
Georgia Power Foundation for equipment for the dive team.

Commissioner Hall made a motion to authorize the submittal of a grant to the Georgia Power
Foundation for securing vital equipment for Baldwin County Public Safety Dive Team.
Commissioner Little seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS
Commissioner Davis discussed the Meriwether Convenience Center stating that it was

overflowing this weekend and was still in bad disarray.

There was a discussion about waste management and that convenience centers were often
overflowing, not open on time, and dumping certain items was denied along with a host of
other short fallings.

Commissioner Little asked for a right to cure and there was a discussion about meeting face to
face with the waste management company.

There was a discussion about advertising for a new contract and the county attorney was
authorized to present the commissioner’s options.

NEW BUSINESS
There was no new business discussed.
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COUNTY MANAGER'S REPORT

Assistant County Manager Dawn Hudson gave the Manager’s Report updating the
commissioners on the galvanized lines inventory, finalizing the CDBG grant, continued
construction on the pool, pickleball courts, and ball field lighting.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD FOR NON-AGENDA ITEMS

Allene Veazey, president of the Animal Rescue Foundation, thanked the commission for passing
the animal ordinance. She discussed the shortcomings she felt were in the animal shelter and
that animal rescue was becoming more difficult.

Jeff Kelley addressed the commission regarding the short-term rental ordinance being worked
on. He also discussed problems he and his neighbors had with the convenience centers.

Desiree Liggins addressed the commission stating people took it personally when they spoke
out. She discussed tagging, neutering, and releasing cats. She asked when she would get her
paved road because her road was torn up; she asked for the progress.

Maurice Liggins addressed the commission stating that he had his identity stolen because he
gave his name and address when speaking at the meeting. Numerous people found his wife at
work to speak their piece to her and she should not be approached at her place of work.

Commissioner Davis recognized AARP president Barbara Jackson Vann as being in the audience.
ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Little made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:15 PM. Commissioner Butts
seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

The April 15, 2025 Baldwin County Board of Commissioners meeting was adjourned at 7:15 PM.

Submitted,

Be-Danuser, County Clerk
Baldwin County Board of Commisy
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