
 

 

City of Arkansas City 

 

BEAUTIFICATION AND TREE ADVISORY 
BOARD MEETING AGENDA 

 

Thursday, December 2, 2021 at 1:00 PM ꟷ  400 W. Madison Ave., Arkansas City, KS 
   

  Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/178262549 

You can also dial in using your phone: United States: +1 (872) 240-3412 
Access Code: 178-262-549 

I. Roll Call 

 Board Members  Staff Liaisons 

 Robin Henderson  Mike Bellis  

 Candace Hendricks  Randy Frazer  

 Nancy Holman  Evan Haney  

 Paisley Howerton  Andrew Lawson  

 Harrison Taylor  Connie Moore  

   Josh White  

II. Consent Agenda (Voice Vote) 
1. Approve minutes of the October 28, 2021, regular meeting. 
2. Approve calendar of regular Board meetings for 2022. 

III. Old Business 
1. Adoption Request: Wilson Park (Docking Garden) 
2. Adoption Update: Walnut Park (Jan Miller) 
3. Discuss Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Project No. 20-00785. 

IV. New Business 
1. Discuss beautification of City entrances. 
2. Discuss prioritization of improvements and changes to existing park inventory. 

V. Other Miscellaneous Items 
1. Mayor’s Monarch Pledge Report 
2. Paris Park Pool Committee Report 
3. Next 2022 Tacolalah Executive Committee meeting will be at noon December 16 at 400 W. Madison 

VI. Adjourn 

 

NEXT MEETING: 1:00 PM Thursday, January 27, 2022 at the Water Treatment Facility, 400 W. Madison Ave. 
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Arkansas City Beautification and Tree Advisory Board 

10/28/21 Minutes 
 

A regular meeting was held Thursday, October 28, 2021, at the Wilson Park rotunda. The meeting was called to order at 1:06 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: Beautification Board Members  Staff Liaisons  Equal Opportunity Board Members 
 Robin Henderson  Mike Bellis  Bob Baker  
 Candace Hendricks  Randy Frazer  JoAnn Bierle  
 Nancy Holman  Evan Haney  James Fry  
 Paisley Howerton  Andrew Lawson  Anita Judd-Jenkins  
 Harrison Taylor  Connie Moore  Tammy Lanman-Henderson  
     Frances “Rags” Smith  
0. Approve September Meeting Minutes: 

Candace joined the meeting in progress at 1:08 p.m. and later left the meeting in progress at 1:55 p.m. Robin made a motion 

to approve the minutes of the September 23, 2021, regular meeting as presented. Harrison seconded the motion. The motion 

was approved 4-0 on a voice vote. Paisley joined the meeting in progress at 1:10 p.m. and left the meeting at 1:50 p.m. 
 

1. OLD BUSINESS: Adoption Request: Wilson Park  (Docking Garden) 
Andrew asked Connie to explain to the Board the challenges with the fountain area. Connie said the soil had been sterilized, 

but it can be replaced in time for spring planting in early 2022. The Board discussed the proposed plant species to plant there. 
 

Connie said his main concern is maintenance. He can provide access to water, but does not want City staff to have to water it. 
 

Several interested members of both boards will meet with the original applicant to form a joint committee and reapply. They 

also will work on securing donations from local businesses and greenhouses. Connie said the City can provide new topsoil. 
 

Andrew mentioned a lady who wants to purchase a bench for installation in Wilson Park in honor of her late father. Because 

she is paying for everything and City staff will just install it, no adoption paperwork is needed. The Board blessed the project. 
 

2. OLD BUSINESS: Adoption Request: Walnut Park  (Jan Miller) 
Andrew said this is the busiest time of the year for Pike Construction. Carlla doesn’t think they will get to this project until 

December or maybe early next year. He currently plans to take the adoption proposal to the City Commission in December. 
 

3. OLD BUSINESS: Fall Cleanup Day Report 
This year’s event ended up focusing on property cleanup again due to a low number of volunteers. We will look at cleaning 

and beautifying the underpasses on Spring Cleanup Day, which may involve some form of traffic control and coordination. 
 

4. Land and Water Conservation Fund Project No. 20-00785 

Long before COVID-19, the original intent of this project was to fund the splash pad/interactive fountain and new restrooms 

as part of Phase 1 (now Phase 2) of the Wilson Park Master Plan. Absent matching funds from the V.J. Wilkins Foundation, 

decisions will need to be made soon on the disposition of this $300,000 LWCF grant and whether to proceed with the project.  
 

Possible ideas discussed included just building the restroom portion. Andrew will contact Jeff Best for an updated cost/O&M 

estimate and LWCF for clarification on the reallocation process. Anita suggested contacting the Warrender Trust for funds.  
 

Several members of both boards expressed hope that this phase can still proceed in the future, but acknowledged the financial 

challenges. Harrison reiterated his opposition to the project. No consensus decision was reached and discussion was tabled.  
 

5. Review ADA Transition Plan: Wilson Park 

Like most other neighborhood parks, the playgrounds and picnic areas both need ADA-accessible connections to sidewalks. 
 

ADA-accessible parking stalls and ramps will be addressed soon with the Phase 1 (Farm and Art Market) improvements. 
2

Section II, Item 1.



 
 

A lift was installed following the 2006 ADA Transition Plan to provide ADA access to the rotunda stage. The new restrooms 

also are ADA-accessible. But ADA access may need to be improved to the tennis courts as part of the Phase 1 improvements. 
 

The ADA Plan identifies the central drinking fountain as non-compliant, but it is no longer functional and the new one on the 

restroom building is ADA-accessible. The Wilson Park Master Plan includes lots of new ramps and 10-foot-wide pathways. 
 

6. Wilson Park Master Plan Update Process: 

The Board agrees with staff that some modifications need to be made to the existing Master Plan. This discussion will be 

continued at the December meeting. More community engagement is needed and the Paris Park planning may affect this. 
 

7. Other Miscellaneous Items: 

Paisley and Andrew will work to complete the annual Mayor’s Monarch Pledge report prior to December 1. Goals for next 

year include applying for seed grants, working with ACHS to grow more starter plants and starting demonstration gardens. 
 

Andrew said there have been very positive and productive conversations between the City, Cowley College, USD 470, and 

the Recreation Commission about the Paris Park Pool area. The scope is expanding beyond just a simple pool renovation. 
 

The next meeting of the 2022 Tacolalah Executive Committee will be at noon December 16 at the Water Treatment Facility. 
 

Andrew said Wilson Park Phase 1 should begin construction shortly after Thanksgiving and is expected to finish by April. 
 

Nancy made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Harrison seconded the motion, which was approved 3-0 on a voice vote. The meeting 

was adjourned at 2:02 p.m. The next regular meeting of the Beautification and Tree Advisory Board will be at 1 p.m. Dec. 2, 2021. 
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2022 CITY OF ARKANSAS CITY 

BEAUTIFICATION AND TREE 

ADVISORY BOARD MEETINGS 

BOARD MEETS AT 1 P.M. ON THE 4TH THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH* 

January 27, 2022 

February 24, 2022 

March 24, 2022 

April 28, 2022 

May 26, 2022 

June 23, 2022 

July 28, 2022 

August 25, 2022 

September 22, 2022 

October 27, 2022 

December 1, 2022 (moved from November due to Thanksgiving holiday) 

 

*all meetings to be held at the Water Treatment Facility unless moved 

4

Section II, Item 2.



Pollinator Bed

Potential Plants

Anise Hyssop
Multiple Families of Bees

Bee Balm
Bees & Butterflies

Bellflower
Bees, Butterflies & Hummingbirds

Betony
Bees & Butterflies

Black-eyed Susan
Bees, Butterflies & Hummingbirds

Columbine
Multiple Families of Bees

Echinacea
Multiple Families of Bees & Butterflies

Garden Speedwell
Bees & Butterflies

Mexican Heather
Bees & Butterflies

Lavender
Multiple Families of Bees & Butterflies 

Sea Holly
Bees, Butterflies & Hummingbirds

Stokes Aster
Bees & Butterflies

Sweet Alyssum
Bees, Butterflies & Hummingbirds

Yarrow
Bees, Butterflies & other Insects
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Item for Beautification and Tree 
Advisory Board Discussion 
 

Meeting Date: December 2, 2021 

From: Andrew Lawson, Public Information Officer 

Item: Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Discussion 

 

Title: Discuss Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Project No. 20-00785. 

Background: 

The following is an annual certification required by the Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism 
(KDWPT) to assure KDWPT and its Federal auditors that grant funds allocated to the City of Arkansas City for 
park development still are being used beneficially for the purposes for which those funds were intended. 

This annual statement was approved March 16, 2021, by the City Commission and submitted by the City Clerk. 

Funds in the amount of $300,000.00 have yet to be expended for Project No. 20-00785, which was intended to 
pay for the new splash pad/interactive fountain and restrooms at Wilson Park as a future Master Plan phase. 

Decisions will need to be made soon on the disposition of this grant and whether to proceed with the project. 

Board Options: 

1. Discuss LWCF Project No. 20-00785. 

Approved for Agenda by: 

 

 

 

 Randy Frazer, City Manager  
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Andrew Lawson

From: Westerhaus, Kati [KDWPT] <Kati.Westerhaus@KS.GOV>
Sent: Wednesday, January 29, 2020 2:28 PM
To: Andrew Lawson
Subject: Obsolete & Change of Use - LWCF Facilities

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Hi Andrew, 
 
Per your request, below is information regarding the obsolete facilities rules for LWCF projects that have 
outlived their useful life and significant change of use: 
 
Obsolete Facilities 
Project sponsors are not required to continue operation of a particular recreation area or facility beyond its 
useful life. However, Section 6(f)(3) of the LWCF Act requires project sponsors maintain the entire area within 
the Section 6(f)(3) boundary in some form of public outdoor 
recreation use. 
Notwithstanding neglect or inadequate maintenance on the part of the project sponsor, a recreation area or 
facility may be determined to be obsolete if: 
1. reasonable maintenance and repairs are not sufficient to keep the recreation area or facility operating; 
2. changing recreation needs dictate a change in the type of facilities provided; 
3. park operating practices dictate a change in the type of facilities required; or, 
4. the recreation area or facility is destroyed by fire, natural disaster, or vandalism. 
 
States may determine a facility is obsolete and permit its use to be discontinued or allow a particular type of 
recreation use of the LWCF assisted area to be changed provided that the project record maintained by the 
State is documented by the sponsor with a justification statement for determining obsolescence and the State 
concurs in the change. However, NPS 
approval must be obtained prior to any change from one LWCF allowable use to another when the proposed 
use would significantly contravene the original plans for the area. 
If, in the judgment of the State, the facility is needed and was lost through neglect or 
inadequate maintenance, then replacement facilities must be provided at the current value of the original 
investment.  
LWCF assistance may be provided to renovate outdoor recreation facilities that have previously received LWCF 
assistance if the State determines the renovation is not required as a result of neglect or inadequate 
maintenance and the State documents the project record to that effect. 
 
Significant Change of Use 
Section 6(f)(3) of the LWCF Act requires project sponsors maintain the entire area defined in the project 
agreement in some form of public outdoor recreation use. NPS approval must be obtained prior to any change 
from one eligible use to another when the proposed use would significantly contravene the original plans or 
intent for the area as described in the original LWCF project(s). 
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NPS approval is not required, however, for each and every facility use change. Uses within a Section 6(f)(3) 
protected area should be viewed in the context of overall use and should be monitored in this context. A 
change from a swimming pool with substantial recreational 
development to a less intense area of limited development such as a passive park, or vice versa, would, for 
example, require NPS approval. 
States shall notify NPS in writing of proposals to significantly change the use of Section 6(f)(3) areas in advance 
of their occurrence. NPS will expedite a determination of whether a formal review and approval process will 
be required. A primary NPS consideration in the review will be the consistency of the proposal with the 
Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan. 
 
Changes to other than public outdoor recreation use constitute a conversion and will require NPS approval 
and the substitution of replacement land in accordance with Section 6(f)(3) of the LWCF Act. 
 
Thank you, 
Kati 
 
Kati Westerhaus 
LWCF Grant Coordinator 
Kansas State Parks 
 

 
 
P 620.672.0740 
KS Dept. of Wildlife, Parks & Tourism 
512 SE 25th Ave. | Pratt, KS 67124 
kati.westerhaus@ks.gov | www.ksoutdoors.com 
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Andrew Lawson

From: Candace Hendricks <chendricks@unitedagencyks.com>
Sent: Sunday, August 29, 2021 2:16 PM
To: Andrew Lawson; Randy Frazer
Subject: City Entrances

Hey Andrew & Randy, 
 
The Rotary club of AC is wanting look into signs as you come into the city welcoming people. Do you have any resources 
for design ideas by chance?  
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Candace Hendricks, MBA 
Realtor, United Agency 
620‐660‐0844 
chendricks@unitedagencyks.com 
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Andrew Lawson

From: Candace Hendricks <chendricks@unitedagencyks.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 17, 2021 6:29 AM
To: Andrew Lawson
Subject: Entrances

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Hey Andrew,  
 
Hope this email finds you well! I wanted to follow up with you on the city entrance signs and see what I can do to help 
and where we are with it? I would love to start working with our local businesses on design. Thanks a bunch for all you 
do!! 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Candace Hendricks, MBA 
Realtor, United Agency 
620‐660‐0844 
chendricks@unitedagencyks.com 
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City of Arkansas City
Arkansas City, KS

Mayor Scott Rogers

Pledge Summary
Arkansas City is a city in south-central Kansas, just north of the Oklahoma state line, with a
population of roughly 12,000. The city lies between the Arkansas and Walnut rivers and is
home to 18 parks and recreation areas, plus 8 miles of paved walking and bicycle trails. Ark
City lies along the monarchs' annual migration route to Mexico and as such, Mayor Scott
Rogers has committed to helping to save the monarch butterfly and other pollinators with his
signing of the Mayors' Monarch Pledge. The Beautification and Tree Advisory Board looks
forward to engaging residents and Pollinator Project partner agencies in building more
pollinator habitat throughout the city.

Action Items Committed for Program Year 2021

Communications and Convening

Issue a Proclamation to raise awareness about the decline of the monarch butterfly and
the species’ need for habitat.
Engage with city parks and recreation, public works, sustainability, and other relevant
staff to identify opportunities to revise and maintain mowing programs and milkweed /
native nectar plant planting programs.
Engage with gardening leaders and partners (e.g., Master Naturalists, Master
Gardeners, Nature Centers, Native Plant Society Chapters , other long-standing and
influential community leaders) to support monarch butterfly conservation.
Create a community art project to enhance and promote monarch and pollinator
conservation as well as cultural awareness and recognition.

Program and Demonstration Gardens

Host or support a native seed or plant sale, giveaway or swap.
Convert vacant lots to monarch habitat.
Host or support a monarch neighborhood challenge to engage neighborhoods and
homeowners' associations within the community to increase awareness, support
community unity around a common mission, and/or create habitat for the monarch
butterfly.

Systems Change

Direct city property managers to consider the use of native milkweed and nectar plants
at city properties where possible.
Integrate monarch butterfly conservation into the city’s Park Master Plan, Sustainability
Plan, Climate Resiliency Plan or other city plans.
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Past Pledge Archive

Mayor Name Program Year Pledge Date Achievement
Mayor Scott Rogers Program Year 2021 3/31/2021

Action Items
In total, how many individuals have been reached through the Mayors’ Monarch
Pledge in your community this year (Jan-Dec)? Please limit your answer to only the
number of individuals reached in the answer field below (e.g., 50).

Of these individuals reached, how many are youth (ages 0-18) and how many are
adults? Please limit your answer to only number of adults and youths engaged in the
answer field (e.g., 500 youth and 600 adults).

In total, how many acres of monarch habitat have been created in your city in the last
12 months? Please limit your answer to only the number of acres in the answer field
below (e.g., 3).

Where is your habitat being created? This may include residences (yards, containers,
balconies, etc.), schools, places of worship, rights-of-way, roadsides, community
gardens, culturally-significant locations, shared public spaces and common areas or
parks.

How are you leveraging the Mayors' Monarch Pledge program to engage marginalized
communities, such as low-income communities or communities of color?

What was your community’s motivation for taking and continuing to work on the
Mayors' Monarch Pledge?

What resources have been most helpful to you thus far and what new resources
would you like to see to help meet your goals? What resources would be useful to
help expand equitable engagement in community processes and access to high-
quality, usable nature?

What else should we know about your monarch butterfly conservation efforts over the
last year?

Selected Action Items

Issue a Proclamation to raise awareness about the decline of the monarch
butterfly and the species’ need for habitat.

Date of Proclamation:

Title of Proclamation (i.e. – Monarch Day or Pollinator Week):
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Engage with city parks and recreation, public works, sustainability, and
other relevant staff to identify opportunities to revise and maintain
mowing programs and milkweed / native nectar plant planting programs.

How many community organizations and groups participated? Please list them below.

Please describe the extent of engagement with these groups and
revisions/maintenance implemented for mowing or planting programs.

Engage with gardening leaders and partners (e.g., Master Naturalists,
Master Gardeners, Nature Centers, Native Plant Society Chapters , other
long-standing and influential community leaders) to support monarch
butterfly conservation.

How many community organizations and groups participated? Please list them below.

Please describe the extent of engagement with these groups and their monarch
butterfly conservation efforts.

Create a community art project to enhance and promote monarch and
pollinator conservation as well as cultural awareness and recognition.

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to host the event?

How many individuals were engaged in this effort? Please limit your answer to only
the number of individuals reached in the answer field (e.g., 50).

Please describe the community art project that was implemented in your community
and how it contributed to cultural awareness and recognition (e.g., number of art
installations, type of art).

Host or support a native seed or plant sale, giveaway or swap.

How many plants were sold and/or given away at your event?

How many people attended your event?

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to host the event?

Convert vacant lots to monarch habitat.

Where is the monarch habitat located? (Please provide an address, if possible)
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What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

What is the total acreage of land that has been converted? Please limit your answer to
only the number of acres in the answer field below (e.g., 2 acres). For reference, 1
acre = 43,560 square feet and is about the size of a football field without the end
zones.

How many lots were converted to monarch habitat? Please limit your answer to only
the number of lots in the answer field below (e.g., 3)

Please describe when the lots were converted to monarch habitat and the planned
maintenance schedule.

Host or support a monarch neighborhood challenge to engage
neighborhoods and homeowners' associations within the community to
increase awareness, support community unity around a common mission,
and/or create habitat for the monarch butterfly.

How many estimated individuals participated in your challenge? Please limit your
answer to only the number of individuals reached in the answer field (e.g., 100).

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

When did this challenge take place?

What is the total acreage of habitat created? Please limit your answer to only the
number of acres in the answer field below (e.g., 2 acres). For reference, 1 acre =
43,560 square feet and is about the size of a football field without the end zones.

Please describe your challenge and the results.

Direct city property managers to consider the use of native milkweed and
nectar plants at city properties where possible.

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

What is the status of this action? Please limit your answer to either "complete" or "in
progress" in the answer field below.

If this action is Complete, please include the date this was completed and upload a
copy of the policy above or share a link below.

If this action is In Progress, please describe your progress and a target date when
you plan to complete action.
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Integrate monarch butterfly conservation into the city’s Park Master Plan,
Sustainability Plan, Climate Resiliency Plan or other city plans.

What community organizations, groups, or leaders (if any) did you partner with or
engage to complete this effort?

What is the status of this action? Please limit your answer to either "complete" or "in
progress" in the answer field below.

If this action is Complete, please include the date this was completed and upload a
copy of the policy above or share a link below.

If this action is In Progress, please describe your progress and a target date when
you plan to complete action.
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