
 

City Commission Regular Meeting 
 

Tuesday, February 04, 2025 at 6:00 PM 
Commission Chambers, 124 S Bluff, Anthony, KS 67003 

  

AGENDA 

OPENING 
        - Welcome / Call to Order 
        - Invocation / Pledge of Allegiance 
        - Roll Call 
        - Approval of Agenda 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Public Comment allows the public an opportunity to address the City Commission. There is a five minute 
per person limit on public comments. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Approve Regular Meeting Minutes January 21, 2025 

2. Appropriation Ordinance No 3027 $176,076.66 

3. Approve 01.28.2025 Payroll $61,557.50 

4. Approve CDBG Change Order #1 for 436 S Springfield $1,796.00 

5. Rescind March 5, 2024 Motion to Approve 20% Match for KDOT Cost-Share Grant  

6. Approve January 2025 Court Report  

7. Approve Investment Renewal: 

     Kanza CDARS 11028493076-General $97,000-24 months 

PUBLIC HEARINGS - NONE 

REGULAR BUSINESS 

8. Request to Waive Municipal Hall Fees for Higher Grounds Leather Bounds Fundraiser March 29th  

10.  Bid Opening Metal Building  

11. Request to Burn Lake City Maintenance - Larry Berry 

12. Approval to Bid Out Rehabilitation Work on Power Plant Houses 
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13. ID/Economic Development Board Public Survey - Curt Miller 

14. Request to Waive Hall Rental Fees - Bomgaars Job Fair 

15. Wayne Dennis Fund Review 

STAFF REPORTS 

16. Administrator Report 

17. Chief of Police report 

18. Department Reports 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  

17. Executive Session to Discuss Annual Employee Evaluation Pursuant to “Personnel Matters of 
NonElected Personnel, K.S.A. 75-4319 (b) (1).” 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
Standing Committees: 

  a. Commissioner of Finance:    Jan Lanie – Sherrie Eaton (Vice)  

  b. Commissioner of Utilities Depts.:   Howard Hatfield – Eric Smith (Vice) 

  c. Commissioner of Parks, Police, Fire Dept.: Sherrie Eaton – Howard Hatfield (Vice) 

  d. Commissioner of Street Dept., Airport:  Eric Smith – Jan Lanie (Vice) 
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City Commission Regular Meeting 
 

Tuesday, January 21, 2025 at 6:00 PM 
Commission Chambers, 124 S Bluff, Anthony, KS 67003 

  

MINUTES 
OPENING 
        - Welcome / Call to Order 
        - Invocation / Pledge of Allegiance 
        - Roll Call 
 
PRESENT 
Mayor Greg Cleveland 
Commissioner Sherrie Eaton 
Commissioner Jan Lanie 
Commissioner Eric Smith 
Commissioner Howard Hatfield 
 
City Administrator Cyndra Kastens, Police Chief Kenny Hodson, Deputy City Clerk Melinda Ewertz, 
Power Plant Department Head Larry Berry, Street Department Head Bryan Struble, Randy and Jacquie 
Wiseley, ID/Eco Devo Chairperson Curt Miller, Wade Beal, and Anthony Recreation Members Allen 
Finley and Josie Duwie.  
 
        - Approval of Agenda 
 
A motion was made to approve the agenda. 
 
Motion made by Mayor Greg Cleveland, Seconded by Commissioner Smith. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Cleveland, Commissioner Eaton, Commissioner Lanie, Commissioner Smith, 
Commissioner Hatfield. Motion Carried.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT - No Public Comment 

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Approve January 7, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes 

2. Approve Special Appropriations: 

     Fund #58 CDBG - SCKEDD - $600.00 - Admin FY23-HR-003 

     Fund #58 CDBG - Harper County Register of Deeds - $55.00 - Admin FY23-HR-003 

     Fund #58 CDBG - Arambula Construction - $20,902.00 - Admin FY23-HR-003 
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3. Appropriation Ordinance No 3026 $236,328.23 

4. Approve 01.14.2025 Payroll $78,638.13 

5. Approve Transient Guest Tax Comm Recommendation to Award $3,500 to Anthony Car Show 
for Annual Show and Shine Event in May 2025 

6. Approve Pay Request #4 CDBG Grant 23-HR-003 $21,557.00 

7. Approve Investment Renewal: 

     Kanza CDARS 1028419178-General $127,000-12 months 

     Kanza CDARS 1028418694-Wayne Dennis $100,000-12 months 

     Kanza CDARS 1028417795-Wayne Dennis $100,000-12 months 

8.     Approve Submission of 2025 KDOT KAIP Grant Application for JetA  

9. Approve to Submit Application to the Build Kansas Fund for the Match Commitment on the 
KDOT KAIP JetA Grant 

 
Mayor Cleveland asked if any items should be removed from the consent agenda. Hearing none, Mayor 
Cleveland made a motion to approve the consent agenda minus as presented.  
 
Motion made by Mayor Cleveland, Seconded by Commissioner Lanie. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Cleveland, Commissioner Eaton, Commissioner Lanie, Commissioner Smith, 
Commissioner Hatfield. Motion Carried. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS – NONE 

REGULAR BUSINESS 

10. Baseball Field Drainage Improvements - Rec Commission 

Josie Duwe and Allen Finley presented an estimate for ballfield drainage correction and sought 
city approval to proceed with the work to the property and requested city assistance to provide 
and hall needed fill material. The Commission approved the corrective work and city 
assistance.   

11. ID/Economic Development Board - Curt Miller 
Curt Miller presented information about the ID board survey which is nearing the end of draft 
form. Administrator Kastens shared ideas to promote the Parker McCollum Video locally and 
sought Commission approval to share those ideas with the ID/Eco Devo Board and Chamber 
of Commerce to seek interest and participation in initiating the effort.  
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12. Approve Appointment Recommendation of Sheila Adams to the ID/Economic Development 
Board 

  
 Motion was made to approve Sheild Adams to the ID/Economic Development Board for a 

four-year term to expire in 2029. 
 

Motion made by Commissioner Hatfield, Seconded by Commissioner Smith. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Cleveland, Commissioner Eaton, Commissioner Lanie, Commissioner Smith,               
Commissioner Hatfield. Motion Carried.  
 

13. Sunrise 2nd Updates 
 Administrator Kastens discussed potential amendments to the Sunrise 2nd Restrictive 

Covenants.  

14. Executive Session to Discuss Electric System Improvements Pursuant to “Preliminary 
discussions relating to the acquisition of real property, K.S.A. 75-4319 (b) (6).” 

 At 7:02 Mayor Cleveland made a motion to go into Executive Session for ten minutes until 
7:12 to discuss Electric System Improvements pursuant to “Preliminary discussions relating to 
the acquisition of real property, K.S.A. 75-4319 (b) (6).” Commissioner Smith Seconded the 
motion. Motion carried 5-0. The Commission chambers were cleared with the Commissioners, 
Administrator, and Larry Berry present. 

 At 7:12 p.m. Mayor Cleveland made a motion to extend the executive session by five minutes 
until 7:17 p.m. Seconded by Commissioner Smith. Motion Carried. 

At 7:17 p.m. Mayor Cleveland made a motion to extend the executive session by five minutes 
until 7:22 p.m. Seconded by Commissioner Smith. Motion Carried.   

 At 7:22 p.m. the regular meeting was called back to order. No binding action was taken.  
 

15. 2025 Street Capital and Operational Planning Work Session 

 Administrator Kastens and Street Department Head Bryan Struble presented the options for 
the 2025 street operational plan. After review, staff will gather additional information and 
present the final draft plan to the Commissioners in February for approval.  

 

STAFF REPORTS 

16. Administrator Report 

 The Administrator provided a written report on the 40101(d) Grant, Lake Trail Project, Sunrise 
2nd, Power Plant Compliance, Kayak Building, CCLIP at Main and Anthony, EPA Water Tech 
Assistance, Water Tower Repair, ID/Eco Devo Board, CDBG Grant, Fuel Storage Code, Wayne 
Dennis Fund, and share the Chamber’s Invitation to their Annual Meeting.  
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17. Chief of Police report 
 We investigated a burglary to a home in the 400 block of east Main 

We investigated a domestic disturbance in the 500 block of S. Anthony and arrested Becca 
Sowter for domestic battery and aggravated battery. 
We are investigating a case of breach of privacy and have turned the case over to the CA for 
possible charges. 
We investigated one minor traffic accident. 

18. Department Reports 

 Department activity updates were provided from Street and Water/Wastewater Departments.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Motion made by Mayor Greg Cleveland, Seconded by Commissioner Smith. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Cleveland, Commissioner Eaton, Commissioner Lanie, Commissioner Smith, 
Commissioner Hatfield. Motion Carried. 

 

 
         _______________________________________ 
         Gregory Cleveland, Mayor 
 
___________________________________ 
Cyndra Kastens, City Clerk/Administrator   
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CONTRACT CHANGE ORDER  
 

PROJECT NAME Anthony CDBG Housing Rehab  

LOCATION OF WORK 436 S. Springfield, Anthony, KS, 67003 

CONTRACT DATE 10/28/24 CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 

REQUESTING PARTY Megan Unruh DATE OF REQUEST 1/23/25 

PROJECT MANAGER Mike Schwartz CONTRACTOR Arambula Construction 

OWNER Sherry Rishell ADMINISTRATOR Megan Unruh 

 

CONTRACTOR IS DIRECTED TO COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING CHANGES IN CONTRACT DOCUMENTS 

DESCRIPTION  

OF CHANGES 

NEEDED 

Remove front storm door and set aside. Remove front door & haul off. Install new front exterior 

pre-hung metal door with ½ moon light. Install new doorknob with dead bolt. Reinstall original 

front storm door. Door frame crack will be remedied. Labor and materials included. 

REASON FOR 

CHANGE 

Doorframe issue was not included in original scope of work. 

To repair the door frame, door must be replaced as well. 

SUPPORT & 

JUSTIFICATION 

DOCUMENTS 

List all attached documents which support the requested change and justify any increased cost and time. 

See attached Change Order Estimate from Contractor, Arambula Construction 

SPECIFICATIONS 
This portion of the project is being paid for by CDBG funds and no costs will be due from the 

homeowner. 

 

CHANGE IN CONTRACT PRICE  CHANGE IN CONTRACT TIMES 

ORIGINAL PRICE 00.00 

 

ORIGINAL TIMES 45 Days 

NET CHANGES OF 

PREVIOUS CHANGE ORDERS 
$0.00 

 
NET CHANGES OF PREVIOUS 

CHANGE ORDERS IN DAYS 
0 

NET INCREASE / DECREASE $1,796 

 

NET INCREASE / DECREASE 30 Days  

TOTAL CONTRACT PRICE 

WITH APPROVED CHANGES 
$1,796 

 
TOTAL CONTRACT TIME  

WITH APPROVED CHANGES 
75 Days 

 

RECOMMENDED BY 
PROJECT MANAGER 

Mike Schwartz 
APPROVED BY 

ADMINISTRATOR 
Megan Unruh 

DATE 1/23/25 DATE 1/23/25 

 
 

 

 

PROJECT NAME Anthony City CDBG Housing Rehab 

Docusign Envelope ID: CCD52932-857B-47F2-93A2-74D918EF610A
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LOCATION OF WORK 436 S. Springfield, Anthony, KS, 670003 

CONTRACT DATE 10/28/24 CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 

 

ITEMIZED BREAKDOWN OF WORK 

ITEM NAME DESCRIPTION QUANTITY UNIT PRICE AMOUNT 

Repair of Front Door 

Remove front storm door and set aside. 

Remove front door & haul off. Install new 

front exterior pre-hung metal door with ½ 

moon light. Install new doorknob with dead 

bolt. Reinstall original front storm door. Door 

frame crack will be remedied. Labor and 

materials included. 

1 $1,796.00 $1,796.00 

     

     

     

     

     

     

   TOTAL $1,796.00 

 

 

CONTRACTOR 

ARAMBULA 

CONSTRUCTION CO., 

INC. 
SIGNATURE 

 
CITY 

CITY OF ANTHONY 
SIGNATURE 

 

DATE  DATE  

HOMEOWNER 

SHERRY RISHELL 
SIGNATURE 

 
PROJECT MANAGER 

MIKE SCHWARTZ 
SIGNATURE 

 

DATE  DATE  

 

 

Docusign Envelope ID: CCD52932-857B-47F2-93A2-74D918EF610A

1/23/2025

1/24/2025
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Sustaining the financial economy of Anthony is vital for our community to continue to 

thrive. As the Anthony Economic Development Board, we are seeking your input, so we 

know that any efforts spent to help our economy are supported by the community. 

Please take a few minutes to answer the following survey so we can hear from you.  

 

1. Where do you live? 

 Anthony 

 Attica 

 Harper 

 Harper County 

 Other 

 

2. How many years have you lived in Anthony or Harper County? 

 

0-5 years 

 

6-10 years 

 

10-15 years 

 

15+ years 

 

3. Do you intend to stay here? 

 

YES or NO 

 

4. If you intend to stay here what keeps you here? 

 

5. If you moved to Anthony in the last 0-5 years, what brought you here? 

 

6. Public services such as police, fire, library, airport, streets, parks and recreation 

are some of the benefits of your property tax dollars. Do you feel like the City of 

Anthony provides enough public services? 
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YES or NO 

 

7.  Do you feel any public services should be added or removed, and if so, which 

ones? 

 

8. Would you support shared public services (i.e., Fire, EMS, Police) to lower tax 

dollars? 

 

YES or NO 

 

9. What type of businesses do you feel are missing in our community? 

 

10. What support do you think local businesses need most to thrive? 

 

Marketing assistance 

 

Access to financing or grants 

 

Networking opportunities 

 

Workforce development programs 

 

Other (please specify) 

 

11. What aspects of the community make it attractive to visitors or new businesses? 

 

12. How can we better promote the area to visitors and potential new residents? 

 

13. What types of events or attractions do you think would draw more visitors to our 

area? 

 

Festivals or fairs 

 

Outdoor recreation (hunting, fishing, hiking) 

 

Historic or cultural events 

 

Farm and ranch tours 

 

Other (please specify) 

18

Item 11.



 

14. What incentives or programs would encourage people to start or grow a business 

here? 

 

Low-interest loans or grants 

 

Business training and mentorship programs 

 

Networking events for entrepreneurs 

 

Other (please specify) 

 

15. How can we make downtown areas more vibrant and appealing for businesses 

and visitors? 

 

16. What would motivate you to shop locally more often? 

 

17. Do you feel the “buy local” campaigns (Anthony Bucks, Candy Cane Cash, Small 

Business Saturday) have value and are worth continuing? 

 

YES or NO 

 

18. Do you have ideas for other types of “buy local” initiatives? 

 

19. What role do you see yourself playing in Harper County’s economic growth? 

 

Volunteering for local events 

 

Participating in planning or advisory groups 

 

Supporting local businesses 

 

Other (please specify) 

 

20. What do you feel needs to happen to lower your taxes? 

 

21. Would you support growth and development that would help lower taxes? 
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YES or NO 

 

22. Do you believe economic growth can lower your taxes? 

 

YES or NO 

 

23. If not, why? 

 

24. What do you think should be the top priority for economic growth? (please rank) 

 

Attracting new businesses 

 

Supporting existing businesses 

 

Improving infrastructure (roads, broadband, etc.) 

 

Enhancing tourism 

 

Other (please specify) 

 

25. What ideas do you have to make Harper County a better place to live and work? 

 

26. How would you improve the economy of our community? 

 

27. Would you attend a public meeting that provides education on how taxes work 

and what can lower them?  

 

YES or NO 
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To: City Commissioners                              Re: City Clerk/Administrator Report 
From: Cyndra Kastens                                                           2/4/24 

 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Approve Regular Meeting Minutes January 21, 2025 

2. Appropriation Ordinance No 3027 $176,076.66 

This AP includes the first of several large payments to come from Solidae Tree Service. This is our 
every three-year utility tree trimming that we budget and save for. The work has started so you 
will see large invoices coming through the capital fund (34) for the next several weeks. FYI. 

3. Approve 01.28.2025 Payroll $61,557.50 

4. Approve CDBG Change Order #1 for 436 S Springfield $1,796.00 

This is for additional work that was missed during the inspection. There were sufficient funds to 
cover the increase in scope but since contracts were signed and bids awarded, this will require 
a change order approval. 

5. Rescind March 5, 2024 Motion to Approve 20% Match for KDOT Cost-Share Grant  

As we start reviewing the end of year financials and preparing information for the auditor, this 
is just a formality to clear off the books. When the Commission previously approved to submit 
the Cost-Share application for the sidewalk on LL&G, a match commitment was also made. We 
can leave this on the books if you want but it would be easier to clear it off and then recommit 
it if and when we get to the point to submit an application. It is your call, but it will be an 
encumbrance if we leave it.  

6. Approve January 2025 Court Report  

7. Approve Investment Renewal: 

     Kanza CDARS 11028493076-General $97,000-24 months 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS - NONE 

REGULAR BUSINESS 

8. Bid Opening Metal Building  

 This is for the kayak building. Reminder that we bid out a 24x35 building with 9’ walls and 1 
walk-in and two garage doors. There may be a material quality difference in the bids since we 
left it open to bid cheaper material as well as longer-lasting material. We will see how large the 
price difference is.  
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9. Request to Burn Lake City Maintenance - Larry Berry 

 Larry is doing maintenance work along the shoreline and wants to burn the area.  

10. Approval to Bid Out Rehabilitation Work on Power Plant Houses 

I have mentioned in previous budget sessions that the power plant houses need work. We are 
the landlords to these rental properties, and they have not had any upgrades for many decades. 
I will bring photos to the meeting, but it is my recommendation that the city hire out a contractor 
to upgrade the kitchens, bathrooms, and other areas of aged rot and disrepair. I will explain at 
the meeting.  

11. ID/Economic Development Board Public Survey - Curt Miller 

 Curt will be here to get your input on the survey which is attached in the packet for review. If 
you think anything should be removed or added please bring your thoughts to the meeting. He 
will also be seeking permission to put the survey in the utility bills. Not all utility customers are 
city customers therefore, if the commission wants it to go in the bills, then we need to either be 
ok with opinions from those who do not pay local taxes, or we can edit the survey to ask for 
Anthony residents only. You can discuss this with Curt at the meeting. They are looking for 
guidance.  

12. Request to Waive Hall Rental Fees - Bomgaars Job Fair 

 Bomgaars will not be present. They asked to use the Hall to help promote the 13 jobs they plan 
to bring to the area by hosting a community job fair. As an economic development initiative the 
city could allow them to host at the Hall (since their facility is not suitable yet due to 
construction). They did not ask for the fees to be waived; we are discussing this as a way to 
support the economic endeavor. I do not have authorization to waive rental fees, so the 
request is in your court.  

13. Wayne Dennis Fund Review 

 This was requested by the Commission. I sent the documents in a previous email but will attach 
them to the packet as well for easy access. I will have my list of review comments at the 
meeting.  

 

Admin Report: 

 

 

1. KCC-40101d Grant – As you are aware, President Trump has passed many Executive Orders 

affecting the vast amount of grant dollars and programs that have been available. We have 

received official “guidance” from KCC to “pause” at this time work on all IRA and IIJA projects, 

including the 40101(d) projects. They do not yet have specific written directions from their project 

officers at DOE, so they are unclear what this means long-term. We had a planning meeting 

scheduled with KMEA to conclude a few of the project determinations. We will keep this meeting 

and finalize our directive planning to be ready in the event we can continue work, but we will not 
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take any additional steps past that until we know the official directive from KCC once they have 

it.  

 

2. Community Solar – As mentioned above the President’s Orders have also required a current 

“Stop” on the tax credit program. It is unclear whether that will permanently stop the program. A 

full repeal of all the IRA incentives seems unlikely because it would still have to go through 

Congress, and politicians from both sides of the aisle support numerous aspects of the existing 

policy. So, there are some that feel the solar tax credits will not be permanently stopped. We will, 

however, have to watch and see.  

 

3. EPA Water Tech Assistance – We had a planning meeting scheduled for January 28th but received 

word that EPA had cancelled all planning meetings pending further instruction, also due to the 

change in recent orders and budget directives at the federal level. More to come once they have 

direction as well but it does appear the engineering work we are doing to solve the water main 

break issue is on official pause.  

 

4. IRA Tree Grant – Bill received word that this grant is also officially on stop. We were waiting to 

cut the trees on the tree board list this year because of this grant. However, since we do not know 

the future of this funding opportunity, the street department will go ahead and proceed on tree 

trimming for this year and if we get the grant after all, we will claim reimbursement on the tree 

trimming for next year instead.   

 

5. CDBG Grant – We received notification from the Department of Commerce that the freezing of 

federal funds will also affect this grant. An immediate deadline for reimbursement requests was 

released January 28th and due the same day by 4:00 p.m. We have our requests for reimbursement 

submitted for work completed so far however, we are in the middle of construction at 311 S 

Lincoln. This was a large concern for a couple of days as we contemplated how we would pay the 

contractor and allow them to keep working because we were not going to stop work in the middle 

of a project with a person’s house torn up. However, thankfully, within two additional days we 

received word the CDBG funds were being released, and we could continue construction. We are 

still a little nervous and hoping the contractor can finish quickly while we still have a window 

open to get reimbursements. Who knows how long things will last as we are in this period of 

freezing.  

 

6. Grant Funds – In the few days that has followed the executive orders, some things have been 

frozen, then unfrozen, then frozen again, there is even a lawsuit now against President Trump 

stating that some of these funding sources were not able to be frozen just by executive order alone. 

This reminds me of the early COVID days where things are changing every day and there is a lot 

of information being released to read and keep up on. In your packet is a memorandum for the 

Executive Office of the President for reference.  

 

7. Lake Trail – We met with the landowners on January 24th and then had a joint meeting with NRCS 

on February 3rd. We have started conversations with the NRCS office to coordinate the drainage 

correction needed for this farm ground in cooperation with the construction of the trail. What the 

landowner decides to do to correct the drainage at this location will impact portions of how we 
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construct the trail, so it is necessary to work together in this effort. These are some of the items 

we are currently working on as we prepare the draft of the engineered trail plan for the commission 

to review. Conversations and research will continue in the next few weeks with EBH, HP CO 

NRCS, Landowners, and city staff.  

 

8. Sunrise 2nd – I have had several communications with Klausmeyer Construction in the last two 

weeks as they prepare the preliminary lot agreements and layouts for the spec homes. I have put 

them in touch with local real estate agents to help gauge the market in determination of whether 

to construct slab on grade, basements, number of bedrooms etc.   

 

9. Kayak Building – Bids will be opened at this meeting.  As you review these requests you may or 

may not get bids on different “types” of buildings as there is a difference between constructing a 

carport type structure with sides or constructing a small metal building. Carport type with sides is 

generally a cheaper option with lower strength materials and longevity. Small metal buildings will 

have stronger materials but will be priced higher. Randy and Jacquie had quoted more of the 

carport type structure with sides so, even the lower price option appears to be sufficient for their 

uses. We wanted to see how far off the difference in pricing was, so we did not specify the cheaper 

material type. It is left open so the Commission will have the ability to see what kind of bids we 

get, the pricing with each, and then we can weigh out if there is any reason to go with a little better 

building. Again, the cheaper type does appear to be a very viable option so if that is the more 

affordable priced bid when they are opened, it is a satisfactory route.    

 

10. CCLIP Main & Anthony – The documents are submitted to the state. I need to update my right of 

way certification as it is also required for this grant project. I will do that next week. After that, 

we will have all of our information submitted to KDOT.   

 

 

11. ID/Eco Devo Board – The board held a special meeting on January 27th to finalize the draft survey. 

Curt Miller will be at this meeting to present the draft to the Commission and gain input or edits 

to take back to the ID Board for their final approval at their February 11th meeting. A copy of the 

survey is attached to that agenda item in the packet.  

 

12. EOY Financials – Jamie and I have tried to start the end of year review. With limited time 

availability this will take a few weeks to complete but we have started. Once it is complete we 

will present the final 2024 Transfer List for approval. If there are no changes to this list and it only 

contains what was budgeted, I will put it on the consent agenda. If you would prefer I list it in 

regular business so it can be presented formally for discussion, please let me know.  

 

13. Planning Commission – The PC met on January 28th to discuss violations of the Unified 

Development Sign Code. They will review additional information for further discussion at their 

next meeting.  

 

14. Street Department 2025 Capital Planning – Bryan and I still plan to bring a recommendation back 

to the Commission for the 2025 plan however, our rescheduled meeting with Joel will not be until 
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later this week and we need that piece of information to compile the final report. Look for this to 

be presented at the February 18th Commission meeting.  

 

15. Health Insurance Annual Renewal – Jamie and I met with Blue Cross and HUB on January 30th 

for the presentation of the annual renewal of the current level funding insurance plan. We will 

have another meeting on February 7th for the presentation of a self-funded policy option. 

Historically we have ventured away from the risk level of self-funded policies. However, if we 

want to continue to provide 100% health coverage to employees, it is going to be important that 

we review all options. I do not want to spend a lot of time on self-funding options without the 

Commission’s direction to do so. Therefore, I will sit in at this one meeting and then provide a 

summary of this option along with our regular renewal at the Commission at the next meeting. 

Then, if the Commission wants to pursue alternate options you can guide me to do so.   

 

16. Water Violation Notice – The City of Anthony has received a violation notice for failure to submit 

our Monthly Disinfection report. The report was due on a Friday, it was emailed on Monday, but 

KDHE still counted it late and is requiring a notice to be sent to all water customers. The notice 

is quite extreme, and I have a call into KDHE to discuss this as I believe this may be confusing to 

customers since it makes a statement that “we cannot be sure of the quality of our drinking water”. 

This is a non-factual statement because we tested chlorine residuals daily and have those records. 

The water was completely safe, the report of the residuals was just late to the state. We will work 

this out, but it is my responsibility to let you know we have received a violation, and as of the date 

of this communication it will require a notice to customers.  

 

17. Staffing – Callie Carpenter is performing a 30-day trial in consideration of a transfer to the 

Administrative Assistant of Utilities vacancy. If all goes well, the city will be hiring a Utility 

Billing Clerk. We have had no applications for water or mechanic. We are running ads again and 

will run them in surrounding rural communities as well.  

 

18. 2025 Legislative Session – I attended the Capital Day on January 29th with KMU as they lined up 

meetings with with the Governor’s Advisor on Water, the House Appropriations Chair, Speaker 

of the House, Senate President, Senate Majority Leader, Senate Utilities Chair, KCC Chair, 

Deputy Secretary of Commerce, and LKM representatives. The two drivers of legislation are 

budgets and taxes. The current budget projections have the state’s budget in the red by 2029. Here 

are some highlight notes and a feel of the direction of the state focus: 

 

The House is drafting a budget this year prior to the Governor presenting hers. They are, “taking 

back the budget” if you will. The focus is to attempt to return the budget to the way it was prior 

to COVID, prior to all of this money being released. They want to get the budget back into 

“normalcy”. The Chair of the House Appropriations said that in their understanding entities have 

been using this excess money for operating capital. That tells him they have been giving too much 

money.  

 

An interesting point to this conversation is the Build Kansas fund. Remember this is the fund that 

pays the match for BIL grants. When this fund was approved, the Governor had asked for $400 

million up front for that program. Legislation gave her only $50 million per year. Two years in 
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and they are glad they limited how much they gave her because there is still $67 million sitting in 

there unspent. So in 2026 they are proposing to not put more in. There is an apparatus to get more 

funds in 2026 if it actually gets spent and the program needs it, but for now, it’s clear that there 

are not a lot of cities in Kansas that are tapping into these funds. The very interesting part of this 

is who used it. Anthony is one of only seven cities in the entire state that got money from Build 

Kansas for utility projects. That’s great for us but also mind blowing that not more cities were 

utilizing the program. Here is a list of all seven cities and the projects/dollars awarded: 

 

 
 

We knew our time at the “flowing grant fountain” would be short lived, no more than a five-year 

run. But based on the President’s orders and the focus of the state’s budget, that run may end 

sooner than that.  

 

The Rep from Commerce shared the focus of bringing AI Data Centers to Kansas and the 

economic opportunities that could bring to cities. He encouraged cities to be ready to compete for 

the attraction of these businesses. When they get interested companies that want to locate in 

Kansas they move quickly. We have to be ready to show what we can offer. The focus should be 

on speed (the project must be able to move fast), quality of place (sell the human aspects of your 

community and appeal to the quality of living we can provide), and talent. These companies need 

reliable power. They need access. Some need water for cooling heat exchangers but technology 

is advancing where that is not as critical. I don’t know about you but we have an airport for access 

and we have reliable power and water. We have a mid-west proud quality of living with many 
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recreational amenities. We could compete. And building an AI Data Center or Aerospace 

Innovation Center at the airport, well, if we had staff to dedicate to this, you just never know.  

 

There were other bills of interest dealing with the proposed elimination of the 3-Mile 

Extraterritorial Jurisdiction for cities, PD Cameras on Poles, several electric issues including 

Transmission Lines siting and costs, Eminent Domain, Net Metering, Property Tax Valuation 

Caps, and more. LKM will keep us posted on the status of these bills and will provide a call for 

testimony if any are moving in the direction of negative impact for a city.  

 

In conclusion, as you are aware from my text message, LKM did call for testimony for HB 2152 

which would potentially impact the investment rate the local banks have to offer local 

governments for the investment of idle funds. I have enclosed a copy of the testimony we provided 

to the House Committee. And yes, I typed it quickly to submit by the deadline and there is one 

typo. The shame. ☹ However, at least we tried to present testimony of local impact. If this bill 

would have passed last year, it would have cost the city between $100,000 - $200,000 dollars of 

revenue from a source other than direct impact to the tax and rate payer. The letter of testimony 

is in your packet.  

 

 

 

19.  
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To: Anthony City Commission      Re: Chief of Police report 
 
From: Kenny Hodson                    Date: 02-04-2025  
                    
 
 
We investigated a domestic disturbance in the 500 block of S. LL&G and arrested Brenton 
Cessna, Ashley Armenta and Mackenzie Graves on charges for fighting. 
 
We investigated a domestic disturbance in the 300 block of E. Main and arrested Nikki Watts 
for domestic battery. 
 
We investigated a case of violation of a PFA in the 700 block of N West Ave and turned the case 
over to the CA for possible charges. 
 
We investigated a disturbance in the 400 block of N. Springfield and arrested Braden Salsberry 
for reckless driving, disorderly conduct and driving with an expired tag. 
 
We investigated a disturbance in the 300 block of S. Anthony and turned the case over to the 
CA for possible charges.  
 
We investigated one minor traffic accident. 
 
We assisted the Sheriff’s department with a search warrant in Attica. 
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Department Reports 
Week Ending 1/31/25 

 
ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION 
Report of power outage S. Springfield. Cause from wildlife. 
Replaced neutral tie’s in east rural. 
Preformed maintenance on west rural feed. 
Had Insurance inspection at shop. 
Moved electric service at 3W Lake. 
Moved electric service at 9E Lake. 
Set post for power rack for water transducer. 
Turn on/off orders 
Just Read orders 
Locates 
 
POWER PLANT 
 LB attended a EMP-2 in McPherson at our KMU training center, lots of good 
information and discussion was had before and during the meeting. 
LB worked with CK on employee evaluations and got that done for another year. 
Been trying to do some cleaning and maintenance stuff at the lake and policy stopped 
us again. 
Changed oil in the police truck and did vehicle cleaning on our trucks except mine 
because I was on call and the roads are still muddy. 
Worked on installing a hand rail on the steps and taped out some holes in the walls, we 
are now waiting on further orders on how much more we want to update the house 
before painting. 
Meter reading the last couple days of the month and normal everyday maintenance and 
repairs at the plant and lake. 
  

STREET 
Grade town & lake 
Sanded roads from snow melting 
Cleaned shop for insurance walk-through 
Worked on door at Hall 
Welded broken bracket on backhoe grapple and replaced teeth 
Hauled ash from lake to east burn site 
Helped set post across from Chaparral for water main  
Picked up down tree at lake 
 
WATER/WASTEWATER 
Rounds, Locates, Tickets 
Water main leak repair in 100 block of S. Anthony 
Rebuilt vacuum pump at Garfield Lift Station 
Cleaned lift station bowls 
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