
 

City Commission Regular Meeting 
 

Tuesday, February 20, 2024 at 6:00 PM 
Commission Chambers, 124 S Bluff, Anthony, KS 67003 

  

AGENDA 

OPENING 
        - Welcome / Call to Order 
        - Invocation / Pledge of Allegiance 
        - Roll Call 
        - Approval of Agenda 

PUBLIC COMMENT - Introduction of new employees: Robert Chandler - Administrative 
Assistant of Utilities and Ashley Twyman - Deputy City Clerk 
Public Comment allows the public an opportunity to address the City Commission. There is a five minute 
per person limit on public comments. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Approve February 6, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes 

2. Appropriation Ordinance No 3184 - $364,630.19 

3. Special Appropriations: 

    Fund #30 Mun EQ Fire - NAPA $2,499.00 Jump Starter Pack  

    

4. Approve 02.13.2024 Payroll $61,234.84 

5. Approval to Bid Electrical Materials for AWOS Airport Project 

6. Approval to Bid 2024 Street Sealing 

7. Approval to Bid 2024 Tree Trimming for Anthony Streets and Electric Utility Right of Way 

8. Approve 2024 Health and Dental Insurance Renewal with Blue Cross for the Level Funded 
CMZCC Plan and Authorize the Administrator to Execute Documents 

PUBLIC HEARINGS - NONE 

REGULAR BUSINESS 

9. Housing Development at Anthony Lake 
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10. Request to Waive Hall Rental Fees & Approve CMB Application - PRIDE 

11. Approve Lake Lease 24 E Quail Creek Trail to Kirk and Nidia Black  

12. Approve Contract for Sale of 24 E Quail Creek Trail to Kirk & Nidia Black  

13. Approve Committee Recommendation to Award $8,000 to the Anthony Tree Board for Planter 
Boxes on Main Street 

14. Approve Transient Guest Tax Recommendation $3,000 to Troy Lankton for Car Show and $500 
to Anthony Theatre for Golf Tournament 

15. January Power Cost Review 

16. On-Call/Back-Up Employee Housing 

17. Sunrise 2nd Street Lighting 

STAFF REPORTS 

18. Administrator Report 

19. Superintendent Report 

20. Chief of Police report 

EXECUTIVE SESSION - NONE 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

2



 

City Commission Regular Meeting 
 

Tuesday, February 06, 2024 at 6:00 PM 
Commission Chambers, 124 S Bluff, Anthony, KS 67003 

  

MINUTES 

OPENING 
        - Welcome / Call to Order 
        - Invocation / Pledge of Allegiance 
        - Roll Call 

PRESENT 
Mayor Greg Cleveland 
Commissioner Sherrie Eaton 
Commissioner Jan Lanie 
Commissioner Eric Smith 
Commissioner Howard Hatfield 

City Administrator Cyndra Kastens, Superintendent Randy Moore, Police Chief Kenny Hodson, Deputy 
City Clerk Sherri Miller, Grant Sechler, Brick Prickett, Jerry Turner,, Autumn Kloefkorn, Bryan Hilgeman, 
Devan Merrifield, Josh Teel, Emily Kohler, Justin & Gena Ricker, Sheila Adams, Kathryn Duran, Jeff 
Vornauf, Ami DeLacerda, Rebecca Tarnow and Don Atha 

          - Approval of Agenda 

A motion was made to approve the agenda as presented. 

Motion made by Mayor Cleveland, Seconded by Commissioner Lanie. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Cleveland, Commissioner Eaton, Commissioner Lanie, Commissioner Smith, 
Commissioner Hatfield 

PUBLIC COMMENT - NONE 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Approve January 16, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes 

2. Appropriation Ordinance NO 3183 $391,391.99 

3. Approve 01.30.2024 Payroll $60,241.78 

4. Approve Recommendation to appoint Sami Francis to the Recreation Commission to fill the 
unexpired term of Jessica Bradley until 2026. 
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5. Approve Purchase of Auger for Vulcan Press at Sewer Plant from Ray Lindsey $7,266.00 

6. Approve to Bid Out Repair Work for High Service Pump #1 (East Pump) 

7. Bank of the Plains Resolution COD 5000004134-Trail Grant Fund for $300,000-Reinvestment 
of COD 135566 $471,455.11 

Mayor Cleveland asked if any items should be removed from the consent agenda for 
discussion.  Hearing none, a motion was made to approve the consent agenda. 

Motion made by Mayor Cleveland, Seconded by Commissioner Smith. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Cleveland, Commissioner Eaton, Commissioner Lanie, Commissioner Smith, 
Commissioner Hatfield 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS - NONE 

REGULAR BUSINESS 

8. Request to Waive Municipal Hall Rental Fees - Higher Grounds 

Bryan Hilgemann, representing Higher Grounds was present to request to waive the municipal 
hall rental fees for the March 30, 2024 Steak Dinner/Auction. 

A motion was made to approve the request to waive the municipal hall rental fees. 

Motion made by Commissioner Eaton, Seconded by Commissioner Lanie. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Cleveland, Commissioner Eaton, Commissioner Lanie, Commissioner Smith, 
Commissioner Hatfield 

9. Harper County Core Communities - Devan Ball 

Devan Merrifield, representing Harper County Core Communities was present to request a 
donation of $1500 for the Core Program for their annual budget. 

After discussion, a motion was made to approve the request from Core for a $1500 donation. 
Funds to be paid from the General Fund. 

Motion made by Commissioner Smith, Seconded by Commissioner Lanie. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Cleveland, Commissioner Lanie, Commissioner Smith, Commissioner 
Hatfield 
Voting Nay: Commissioner Eaton 

10. Request to Insert Boy Scout Food Drive Flyer in Utility Bills- Justin Ricker 

Justin Ricker, representing the Boy Scouts was present to request permission to put a flyer in 
the utility bills for the Annual Boy Scout Food Drive. 
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A motion was made to give permission to the Boy Scouts to put a flyer promoting the Annual 
Boy Scout Food Drive in the utility bills at the end of March. 

Motion made by Commissioner Hatfield, Seconded by Commissioner Smith. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Cleveland, Commissioner Eaton, Commissioner Lanie, Commissioner Smith, 
Commissioner Hatfield 

11. Request from County to Purchase Available lots in Block 23 in Anthony (211 N Anthony) - 
Commissioner Vornauf and Josh Teel 

Josh Teel, representing Harper County discussed the possible purchase of the city owned lots 
in Block 23 (211 N Anthony) with the Commission.   

12. Metal Art in Right of Way 

There was a lengthy discussion regarding the metal art in the right of way on Main Street. Mayor 
Cleveland reviewed the city code prohibiting structures in the right of way on this portion of 
Main.  The Commission gave direction again to remove the art from the right of way and 
encouraged the effort for the art to develop alternate options for location. The Commission 
also confirmed that the Administrator is waiting for liability insurance information from the 
Insurance Agent. 

13. Anthony Recreation Annual Plan 

Recreation Director Emily Kohler presented the Anthony Recreation Annual Plan for 2024. 

14. Bid Opening for MAG Meter  - Water 

There were no bids received for the MAG Meter.  The Administrator was given direction to 
resubmit the bid request.   

15. 2024 Health Insurance Renewal 

Administrator Kastens reviewed the results of the 2024 Health Insurance Renewal.  After 
review, direction was given to stay with the current Level Funded BCBS plan with a 40% 
renewal rate. 

16. 2024 CMB Licensing  

 Administrator Kastens presented the 2024 CMB license renewals that were returned from ABC 
and informed the Commission that compliance with future renewals will require a change to 
the city’s current code in order to properly verify property ownership/rentals to meet ABC 
application requirements.  

17. KDOT AWOS & Beacon Project Funding 

 Administrator Kastens presented options to cover the $35,482.40 funding shortage for the 
AWOS & Beacon KDOT grant. After review, the Commission gave direction to have the city 
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electric department run power to the site and the cost of materials estimated at $20,574+ to 
be paid from airport capital.  

18. Annual CRS Renewal and Annual Progress Report of Hazard Mitigation Plan Approval 

A motion was made to approve the Annual CRS Renewal and Annual Progress Report of 
Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

Motion made by Commissioner Eaton, Seconded by Commissioner Smith. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Cleveland, Commissioner Eaton, Commissioner Lanie, Commissioner Smith, 
Commissioner Hatfield 
 

19. Approve 2023 Transfer List 

A motion was made to approve the 2023 Transfer List as presented. 

Motion made by Commissioner Lanie, Seconded by Commissioner Eaton. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Cleveland, Commissioner Eaton, Commissioner Lanie, Commissioner Smith, 
Commissioner Hatfield 

20. Banner Update 

 Administrator Kastens presented one additional banner design option from Banner Savers for 
a variation to the main spring/summer banner. No additional designs were selected. Direction 
was given to stay with the original design and print all banners the same.  

21. Approve January 2024 Court Report 

A motion was made to approve the January 2024 court report. 

Motion made by Commissioner Lanie, Seconded by Commissioner Hatfield. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Cleveland, Commissioner Eaton, Commissioner Lanie, Commissioner Smith, 
Commissioner Hatfield 

22. Health Nuisance 526 S. Lincoln SMITH 2024 

A  motion was made to approve the findings of fact and issue the order for a health nuisance 
at 526 S Lincoln - Smith 2024. 

Motion made by Mayor Cleveland, Seconded by Commissioner Hatfield. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Cleveland, Commissioner Eaton, Commissioner Lanie, Commissioner Smith, 
Commissioner Hatfield 
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STAFF REPORTS 

23. Administrator Report 

Administrator reported on Staffing, Anthony Baseball Fields, Lake Board Survey, BASE Grant, 
Solar Update, Mural Grant and Permit, COR Communities, KDHE Cybersecurity, Lake Boat 
Ramp, End of Year Financials/Audit, Health Insurance Renewal, Lead Service Line Inventory 
Update, Airport, Municipal Hall and Banners. 

24. Superintendent Report 

The Superintendent reported on the Main Street Sculpture, working in the main office and 
other department activities. 

25. Chief of Police report 
We arrested Rana McCrew for having no D.L., no insurance and illegal registration. 
We investigated a case of I.D. theft. 
We investigated a domestic disturbance in the 500 block of S. Kansas and arrested William L. 
Foss for domestic battery. 
We served some Health/vehicle notices. 
We wrote 20 warning citations and 4 citations. 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – NONE 

26. Executive Session to Discuss Staffing Pursuant to “Personnel Matters of NonElected 
Personnel, K.S.A. 75-4319 (b) (1).” 

At 8:40 p.m. Mayor Cleveland made a motion to go into Executive Session for fifteen minutes 
until 8:55 p.m. to Discuss Staffing Pursuant to “Personnel Matters of NonElected Personnel, 
K.S.A. 75-4319 (b) (1).”  Commissioner Hatfield seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.  The 
Commission chambers were cleared with the Commissioners and Administrator remaining 
present. 

At 8:55 p.m., Mayor Cleveland made a motion to extend the executive-session ten minutes 
until 9:05 p.m.  Commissioner Lanie seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 

At 9:05 p.m., Mayor Cleveland made a motion to extend the executive session ten minutes 
until 9:15 p.m. Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 

At 9:15 p.m. Mayor Cleveland called the regular meeting back to order.  No binding action was 
taken. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
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A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. 

Motion made by Mayor Cleveland, Seconded by Commissioner Lanie. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Cleveland, Commissioner Eaton, Commissioner Lanie, Commissioner Smith, 
Commissioner Hatfield 
 

 
          __________________________________ 
          Gregory Cleveland, Mayor 
__________________________________________ 
Cyndra Kastens, City Clerk/Administrator 
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MINUTES 

CITY TRANSIENT TAX COMMITTEE 

 The meeting was held on February 13, 2024, at 5:30 o’clock 

p.m. at CELCO. 

Committee members in attendance were Brandon Bellesine, Susan 

Croft, Bette DeMeritt, Marcy Kastens, Charlie Gipple, Karen 

Younce. A brief discussion was had concerning BarBara Wright not 

being able to attend in person, and it was decided that she could 

attend by telephone, at which time BarBara joined the meeting. 

 Karen Younce announced that we have two applications to 

consider. 

Anthony Car Show for event to be held on May 18, 2024. Amount 

requested is $3,000.00. 

Anthony Theatre for an event to be held on April 14, 2024. 

The amount requested is $500.00. 

 Karen advised the committee that the account balance is 

$4,866.03. 

 The committee considered the application submitted by Troy 

Lankton for the 25th Annual Show & Shine Car Show to be held May 

18, 2024, for $3,000.00. 

After discussion, it was moved by Bette Demeritt and seconded by 

Susan Croft to approve the application as submitted. Motion 

carried. 

Then, the committee considered the application submitted by 

The Anthony Theatre Committee for Golf Tournament to be held April 

14, 2024, for $500.00. 

 After discussion, it was moved by Susan Croft and seconded by 

Charlie Gipple to approve the application as submitted. Motion 

carried. 

 Since the Anthony Car Show application is an annual request 

and the Anthony Theatre Committee has had previous requests for 

events, no Committee member will be present in person to present 

the committee’s recommendation to the city commission for approval 

at the next commission meeting scheduled for February 20, 2024, at 

6:00 p.m. 

 There being no further business to come before the committee, 

the meeting was adjourned. 

     Marcy Kastens, Secretary  
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To: City Commissioners                              Re: City Clerk/Administrator Report 
From: Cyndra Kastens                                                           2/20/24 
 

. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – 
Public Comment allows the public an opportunity to address the City Commission. There is a five minute per 
person limit on public comments. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Approve February 6, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes 

2. Appropriation Ordinance No 3184 - $364,630.19 

 This AP contains a bill from H20 Drilling for a finance charge because we held their payment until they 
corrected their installation of the VFD. The original installation did not work for our system. They 
corrected the installation this month and they were handed the check the same day. They are 
charging the city $465.01 for their delay of payment from October. If you do not want to pay it, you 
may want to address that in the consent approval for the AP. I did send it through for payment since 
they are a local business, and this was a bit of an ordeal. However, it should probably be a point of 
consideration for future bid awards.   

3. Special Appropriations: 

Fund #30 Mun EQ Fire - NAPA $2,499.00 Jump Starter Pack  

 Kenny is requesting this to be paid by Municipal Equipment Fire. This was not previously approved, 
and I cannot approve payments from ME or Capital, but it is needed equipment.  

4. Approve 02.13.2024 Payroll $61,234.84 

5. Approval to Bid Electrical Materials for AWOS Airport Project 

 See Admin Report AIRPORT for more info. 

6. Approval to Bid 2024 Street Sealing 

7. Approval to Bid 2024 Tree Trimming for Anthony Streets and Electric Utility Right of Way 

 See Admin Report Street Operational Plan for more info.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS – NONE 

 

REGULAR BUSINESS 

8. Housing Development at Anthony Lake 

9. Request to Waive Hall Rental Fees & Approve CMB Application - PRIDE 
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To: City Commissioners                              Re: City Clerk/Administrator Report 
From: Cyndra Kastens                                                           2/20/24 
 

10. Approve Lake Lease 24 E Quail Creek Trail to Kirk and Nidia Black  

 Mary Robb is selling her home at 24E. In order to close on the sale, we will need to approve transfer of 
the lease from Mary to the buyers (Kirk and Nidia Black).  

11. Approve Contract for Sale of 24 E Quail Creek Trail to Kirk & Nidia Black  

 The Black’s are also requesting to purchase the land. Attached to the packet is a copy of the appraisal 
indicating the land value of $9,500.  

 NOTE: Sherri has these lease agreement and Contract for purchase on her computer and the offices 
are closed today so I could not fill one out to attach to the agenda. I will have that done in the 
morning and email them out so everyone has time to review them prior to the meeting. These are our 
standard forms, the same we have used for every lease and every lot sale. No changes, but I will still 
get a copy to you by email in the morning. I still need to check the square footage against the other 
comparable for the last lots sold. I will do that in the morning as well. 

12. Approve Wayne Dennis Committee Recommendation to Award $8,000 to the Anthony Tree Board for 
Planter Boxes on Main Street 

 The Wayne Dennis Committee met to review two applications for funding: The Tree Board request of 
$25,000 for planter boxes and Little Lambs Day Care for $750 - $1,400. The committee denied the Day 
Care request as it did not meet the guidelines of the Wayne Dennis will and approved $8,000 toward 
the Tree Board’s effort for the planter boxes on Main Street. The current account balance is $15,616. 

13. Approve Transient Guest Tax Recommendation $3,000 to Troy Lankton for Car Show and $500 to 
Anthony Theatre for Golf Tournament 

 The account balance for TGT is $4,366.30. This fund only generates around $9,000 per year in revenue 
now. Reminder that events that generate use of local lodging helps to rebuild the fund. 

14. January Power Cost Review 

January 14-16 had some high-power costs on the market. Nothing like February of 2021 of course but 
still, our customers will see an unexpected $40,000 on the January bill which will be billed out this 
month and due March 10th. This is because we saw the average hourly day-ahead market price during 
the 72-hour period jump up to approximately $205/MWh as compared to the average hourly day-
ahead price the rest of the month was approximately $22/MWh. This is on the agenda because I 
would like to know if you would like to assist the customers with this overage as we have in the past. 
We do not have to do this; most cities will pass it through to the customer. I just want to point out 
that we have the option to provide aid with this if you want to consider it. Otherwise, the bills for the 
customer this month will be more like that of what they would have been prepared to spend on a high 
summer electric bill. 

 
15.   On-Call/Back-Up Employee Housing 

    To promote recruitment and retention the Commission decided to allow the city to offer the option 
for on-call/back-up employees to no longer be required to relocate permanently to Anthony but 
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To: City Commissioners                              Re: City Clerk/Administrator Report 
From: Cyndra Kastens                                                           2/20/24 
 

would be required to stay in Anthony during their back-up hours. We had discussed providing 
housing and what some of those options would look like but did not solidify anything until we knew if 
we had an employee that wanted to take the option. Now we do so we need to revisit the topic of 
housing options.  

 
 

 

Admin Report: 

 

 

1. Traffic Accident – We did have a city vehicle involved in an accident in Anthony. The 

mechanic vehicle #10 was rear ended at Main and Lawrence while attempting to make a 

south turn onto Lawrence. Our vehicle had little to no damage (minor adjustment to the 

vice mounted on the back). The other vehicle had more severe damage and a minor injury.  

 

2. Housing KHITC – Well sad news, we received word that we did not get the Housing 

Investor Tax Credits. We can apply again on the next round. For now, I am brainstorming 

some other thoughts and options to incentivize builders. More to come.  

 

 

3. Lake Board Meeting – At the request of the Lake Board, we have now loaded the Lake 

Map (the new one you see on the new Lake sign in Campsite A) on the city’s website. I 

also created a QR code that links to this map that the Lake Board will print and have 

mounted on the lake sign so people can access a digital copy of the sign with all the amenity 

locations on their phone.    

 

 

4. BASE Grant – Concrete construction continues to be underway. As of last Friday, the east 

curb was installed on West Ave and this week they are working on the west curb. The test 

results for the curb on Serenity Lane are back, the 7-day cure passed strength tests with 

flying colors. If production and weather continue at this rate, we could have all the concrete 

repoured by March 1st.  

 

5. USD361 – I met with USD361 Bus Barn director who was inquiring about permanently 

closing (vacating) the street south of the school. Due to traffic safety USD has moved the 

bus loading and unloading to the east side of the school again and they are investigating 

the possibility of closing Washington to prevent cars from being able to drive through this 

area with children present. At present, we are evaluating police, fire, and utility access to 

the area before we present any response to the informal request. More to come.  

 

 

6. Street Operational Plan – Bryan and I have met and started the planning for the 2024 street 

operating plan. On this agenda, you will see the request to go out to bid for the street sealing 

and tree trimming. These actions are necessary to have the cost estimates to help us prepare 

the suggested plan for presentation to the Commission. We will need to know the costs, 
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To: City Commissioners                              Re: City Clerk/Administrator Report 
From: Cyndra Kastens                                                           2/20/24 
 

review the balance of funds available for the year, and present the list of objectives and 

options to the commission. We have started this work and hope to have something to 

present in the next 30 days.  

 

7. Mural Grant and Permit – Randy will attend the variance hearing at the County since it is 

the same night as the city commission meeting this week. Juliana Whisman will be there 

as well.  

 

8. CORE Communities – I attended the CORE graduation ceremony on February 19th.  

 

9. End of Year Financials/Audit – No activity these last two weeks, did not have time. Will 

have to focus on this in the next few weeks for sure.   

 

10. Health Insurance Renewal –  I started reviewing another health insurance option I have 

learned about. I don’t think there is time to make changes at this point but I will continue 

to research it in case it is an option we want to consider before the next renewal. On the 

March 5th meeting I will still have an agenda topic to discuss the HRA (health 

reimbursement account) program we offer for better clarification on how to issue the 

reimbursements. I will explain more at that meeting.  

 

11. Lead Service Line Inventory Update – Ashley has been working to update our social media 

posts, survey, and media for the final push to gain voluntary survey submission. All of this 

is being released in the next two weeks. You should have already seen the social media 

posts. There have been some conversations about KDHE changing what they are requiring 

to be reported. Before we make any changes on our side, we require JEO (the consultant 

helping to complete the inventory) to get this in writing from KDHE. Until that occurs, we 

will stick to the information we have been told to obtain to date from KDHE.  

 

12. Airport – Jerry will be working with Darin Neufeld, EBH Project Engineer, to prepare the 

material list for bidding and review the installation specifications for the AWOS Project. 

On this consent agenda you will notice approval to go out for bid for the AWOS materials 

that the commission approved to be paid from the Airport Capital fund at the last meeting 

to help cover the overage. I should have had you motion to go out for bid at the time but 

was not thinking.  

  

 

13. Municipal Hall – The Hall will be reinspected for assurance that the treatment has 

remained successful.  
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Superintendent Report 

Worked up front in the office taking payments and answering the phone. 

Worked on a few permits. 

Filed a sign variance with the county. 

Printed locates for Electric and Water 

 

Electric Dept. Report 

Attended KMU Safety Meeting. 

Delivered Door Knockers 

Replaced service pole at Spring Grove Cemetery. 

Had power outage in N.E. Rural. Cause from wildlife. 

Tightened primary 4 miles east and 1 mile north. 

Replaced batteries on truck #1. 

Looked at possible new service 7 miles north and 2 .2 miles east. 

Took down service at 586 E. Hwy 44 

Wired up motor at waste treatment plant. 

Cut down 2 trees in the east park. 

Worked on 2 quotes for new services. 

Hung new meter loop at 405 N. Jennings 

Fixed cross arm 3 miles north 2.5 miles west. 

Turn On/Off Orders 

Fixed lights on light list. 

Just Read Orders 

Locates  
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Street Dept. Report 

Regular grading of town and lake. 

Street sweeping. 

Hauled sweepings to east landfill. 

Hauled dirt and sand to the lake to fill low spots. 

Cut trees in town on the tree list (15 cut down so far around 15 left to cut). We 

will grind the stumps this year when all of the trees are down. 

Street signs (all green signs have been replaced, we will put up posts and new 

signs when the streets at Sunrise 2 are finished. 

Worked on alleys at Jennings and Garfield, Jennings and Grant, and one off of 

Steadman. 

 

Power Plant/ Lake Report 

None – Larry off 

 

Water/Wastewater Dept. Report 

None- Matt off 
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To: Anthony City Commission      Re: Chief of Police report 
 
From: Kenny Hodson                    Date: 02-20-2024  
                    
 
 
 
We arrested Chad Deffenbaugh for possession of drug paraphernalia  
 
We took a report of a violation of a protection from stalking 
 
We investigated 1 minor injury accident 
 
We talked to several people about riding there bikes on the Main Street side walks 
 
We wrote to traffic citations and 10 warning citations 
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